Henry George's Sociol Pyro

[t is ai last becoming syident that the enormaous incie

duetive power which has matt d the pressot century and i% 8

going on with arcelerating molion, has no fendency 10 extirpate
i1

poverty or to lighten the purdens of those competled o ol
simpty widens the guli between rives and La
the struggle for existence more intense.
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Tust as cloger settlement and groates utilization of labor-sav-
ing machinery make possible greater ECONOE in production and
exchange and wealth in consequence cresses, not merely inihe
aggregate, butin proporiion o population-—s0 does poverly lake
on a darker aspect. Some get an Wl mitely betier and easter Hv-
ing, but others find it hard to get & iiving at ail.

The new foTces, cleyating in their nalure though they be, do
not act upou the social fabric from underneath, put strike at.a
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o1t top and bottom, Tt is
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T hﬂ‘ o of zwku 5 ;th prsu'_ is the great snigma
of our tlmes, 14 is the riddle whis wie puts to our
civitization, and which not to answer i~ i he '105 roved, To edu-
cate men who must be condemned to poverty ig but to wmake
them regiive; to base on a state of most ¢ 1} inequality
political instifutions under which men are theoretically squal, s
tostand a pyramid on s apex.

What has destroved every previous oy

tendency to the une 1 distribution of weat
same tendency, oper ?’1~1<“ with i Eﬂif{fdbiﬂg force, is ol
our civilization today, showing ilself in every progr
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munity, and with greater intensity the more progressive the com-
muz;i?"' Jages and interest tend constantly to fall, rent to riss,

bt become very much richer, the poor to become
less, and the middle class to be swept awa
vressions, which cauze a3 much waste and suf-
of wars, are like the twinges and shocks which
: s, Iverywhere it is evident that the tendency to
inegquality, which is the necessary result of material progress
where iand is momw ;mh/ed cannot go much further without
carrying our ¢ivilis into that doewnward paih which is so
easy to enter and o hard to 2bandon.

Consider how, in the present condition of things even the
fortunate few who siznd upon the apex of the social pyramid
must suffer, though they know it not, [rom the want, ignorance
and degradaticn thai are underneath. To remove want and the
fear of want, to give £o all classes leisure, and comfort, and inde-
pendance, the decencies and refinements of life, the opportunities
of mental and moral development, would be like turning water
into a desert. . . . It ia the culmination of Christianity—the City
of God on earth, with its walls of jasper and its gates of peari! It
is the reign of the Prince of Peacel— Henry (eorge, in Progress
and Poverty. (Selections and arrangement by C.LeB.G)

Progress and Poverty ($1.00 a copy, postpaid} and oither books by Henry
Creorge may be obtained from the Roh cbalkenbach Foundation,
New Address, 32 East 29 Strect, Mew York City

the rich
helpless and hog

Tndusty
fering as far




