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Anti-Slavery and Anti-Poverty~

Extracts from the address of Rev, Hugh 0. Pentecost hefore the
MNew Vork Anti-Poveriy Society, Tume 19, 1887,

IIN the city of Newark, where I live, an American white woman,
a widow with four children, answered an advertisement in-a news-
paper asking for someone (o do a certain sort of work; and when
she made her application for the work, she was kindly given em-
ployment by a man who sells childzen’s pretty dresses for a living
for himself and his family. He kindly gave her the privilege of
making these children’s pretty dresses, and gracicusly gave her -
eight cents aplece for them. So that, by hard work through Jong
hours she was enabled to take from {he share of the world’s
wealth which she helps to produce, sach day twentv-four cents,
gach week $1.44, sach vear $72.00.2

Megro chattel slavery has been abolished in this country be-
cause it has been discovered thai it is cheaper to hire men than
to own them,

“Why don’t you build 2 roof over these men?” said someone
toa railroad superintendent who had in charge 2 zang of hands—
men wsed 1o be men, now they are hands—>Don't you see that
the rzin falls upon them, and don’t you know that They will get
pnenmonia and the asthma?” “*Put a roof over them?” said the
superinfendent. “Men are cheaper than shingles; there are plenty
more to take their places when these drop out.””

If you liberate men from chattel slavery and put them into
industral slavery, you knock off irom shackles from them, but
you leave them shackled by social conditions stil: and uniil these
social conditions are changed 5o that it will be possible once more
in this free country for 2 man to make a living for himself and
family without the help of his wife and children, vousimply give
him the privilege of henceforth taking care of himself, and miliions
of men that are all the time out of work in this country are dem-
onstrating that that is a very difficult thing under present cig-
cumstances o do.

Now what constitutes slavery? It is slavery when one man
takes another and comupels him o yield up all or part of the prod-
ucts of hie labor to bim. The man who owned another in the old




chaitel slavery days had only that power. He took the produck
of the man’s labor, and he gave them shelfer, clothing and food.
Now, wherever you find a man ora woman who works long hours
and long vears, and at the end of those long vears has nothing to
show for 21l his work, because it has been taken away from him
with the esception of just what was necessary to keep him in
working condition--if thatis not the same thing, then I should
lile 0 have somebody define for me the diffserence hetween glav-
ery and slavery.

We are going to abolish Industrial Slavery. How? By abolish-
ing private ownership of land.? Just as spon as the wickedness of
ownership in man was {airly discovered, +his nation rose and put
that infamy out of the way. Jusi as 8001 as men hegin to unger-
gtand 1hat no man can own land without owning the people who
are on the land, they will put this infamy out of the way. What
are you going to dois asked. Turn the whole land into a gigantic
mud pie and stee it into filty million pieces and give ope pieceio
each inhabitant? No; we are not such blooming idiots as that.
Are you going to take away the title from those who hold them
at present? NWo; after we've cul off the lion's claws and pulled
his teeth, he may still call himself a Hon, but he can’t get the
Lion's share. is the government going to own the land? NHo; the
government has no more right than the individual. The land is
going to be made free, so thatyswhen land is unused anyong co8
go and muse #. Isn't this woing o make land tenures uncertain?
Po; perpetnal POSSESSION is as good as perpetual oynership.
Isn't somebody going to offer a bigger rent, perhaps, for some
desirabie piece and take it away from the user? Mo, for there will
Le nobody to offer the rent to, If another wanls your land he will
have to buy it from you, just as now. How is all this going to be
done? Simply by shifting the tazes from ali the products of labor,
and putting them afl on the land (according to its valus). And
that will force the unproductive member of the partnership out
and give the assets to the useful members — Labor and Capital,
LAND ONCE FREE, MEN WILL BE FREE T30 EMPLOY THEM-
SELVES AS THEY LIKE,

That is the first lesson for the primer classof political economy.

oo
NOTES-The specches of this first decade struck the keynote of the move-
ment. {1} Now, fifty years later this would be about 600, $3.60 and $180.
{28ee Progress nd Poverty, Bk,ﬁ,ch.ﬁ,pani—%;Bk.&ch.z.pa.r.S»IS, &f #ag,
Progress and Poverty ($1.00 a copy, postpaid) and other books by Henry
George may be obtatned from the Robert Schalkenbach Foundation,
11 Park Place, New York City




