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By HENREY GEORGE

1 AM ONE OF THOSE who believe that it is possible for work
ingmean to raise wages by an intelligent vse of thelr voles,; that
thisis the ondy way in which wages can be generally and perma-
nently raised—the onby way labor can obtain that share of weaith
which is justly its due. And T am one of those who belleve that
thiz is the sapreme object that workingmen should seek in pol-
itics. In seeking to raise wages, iolmprove ihe condition of labor,
2 are seeking, not the good of a ¢lass, but the good of the whole,
The nomber of thoss who can Hve on the labor of others is and
can be but small as compared with the number who must labor
And where Iabor yields the largest results o the laborer,
v the production of wealth is greatest and ifts disiribuetion
most equitable, where the man wha has nothing but his labor is
surest of making the most comiortable Uving and hest provide
for those whom nature has made dependent upon bim, there, 1
fieve, will be the best conditions of life for all—there will {he gen-
eral standard of intelligence and virtae be highest, and there will
all that makes a nalion truiy great and strong and gloricus most
abound,

To give labor full freedom; to make wages what they ought to
be, the full earnings of labor; to secure work for all, and leisurs
for all, and sbundance for zil; to enable alllo enjoy the advant
ages and blessings of an advancing civilization-we must break
down all monopolies and destroy all special privileges,

To the man who thinks the matter over there can be no gues-
fion as to what answer best acgords with the interasts of work-
ingmen, 1 is possilile for the few to become rich by taxing the
many, but it is not possible for the many to become rich by fax
ing themsslves to put the proceeds 1n the hands of the few.

4
W




T

Labor cannot be hurt by freedom. The ondy thing that can be
hurt by freedom is monopoly. And monopoly means the robbery
of labor. What labor neads is {reedom, not protection: justice, not
charity; equal rights for all, not special privileges for some,

Wages do not really consist of money, Mopey is the mere flug
and counter of exchanges, What the man who works for wages
works for are commadities and services for which he pays with
the money he recelves in w ¥ ecessarily, therefore, to in-
crease the price of the commodities he buys with hiz money-wag-
25 18 o decresse his real wages.

However prosperous this country may be when viewed through
the rose-colored speciacles of the millionaire, and bowever high
wages may be {from the standpoint of those who think that the
natural wages of labor are only enough to keep soul and body
together, there wiil he no dispufe among workingmen that this
eounlry is not prosperous enough and wages are not high enough,
Whoever may be sabisfied with things as they are, the great mass
of American citizens who work for g lving are not satisbed and
sught ot to be satisfied. Monstrous fortunes are rolling up here
faster than they ever did fo the world before; but the great hedy
of the American people get but a poor hand-io-mouth living, and
find year after year passing without anything laid by for a rainy
day. Our rich men astonish the rich men of Europe by their lav-

h expenditure, and the daughters of our millionaires are sought
in marriage by European aristocrats of the bluest Blood; but the
tramp is knovwn from the Atlantic to the Pacific; the proportion
who are confiined in prisons and tunatic asyviums, the proportion
of pur women and children who must go to work is steadily in-
creasing, And the proportion of men whe, starting with nothing
but thelr ability o lebor, cau become theiy own emplovers, orcan
hope out of the earnings of their Iabor to maintain a family and
put by a competence for old age, is steadily diminishing.
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