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" The Right to the Use of the Earth =
Coo+ 0 By HERBERT SPENCER ~ = o0l

- (yivendrace of beings having ke clainig 0. puTsue the objects
" of their desires—given a world adapted o the gratification 'of
those desires—a worldinto which such beings dre similarly born, .
and it tndyoidably follows that they have egual rights to theuge

of this world. For if each of them “bas freedom to do alt that he .«
wills provided heiniringes not the equal freédoin of any other;”. =

theneach of them is free to use the earth for the satisfaction of .

-his wants, provided he allows. all others the same liberty. And

conversely, it is manifest that no ene, or part -of.them, may use

the earth in such a way as to prevent the rest from similarly vs - f
ingit;seeing that to do fhis s to assume gregdter freedom than =

the rest, and consequently to break thelaw, - . = "~ 0 E
in tand. For if one

. L

"Equity, therefore, does not permit propert

portion of the earth’s surface may justly become thie possession

of an individual,and may be held by him. for his sole use and
benefit, as a thing to-which he hagan exclisive right, then ofher

portions of the earth’s surface may be so held; and eventually ;'.j":-_.: '
the whole of the earth’s surface may be so held; and our plénet "7

‘may thiss lapse altogether into private hands. Observe. now the |

dilemma to which thisieads. Supposing theentire habitable globe: -
{to.be so enclosed, it follows that if the land-owners-have & valid™ -
right to its surface, alt who are not land-gwners have noright at - o~
all to ita surface. Hence, such canexist on theearth by sufferance
only. They are all trespassers. Save by the permissionof thelords ©

_ of the soil, they can have no room for the soles of their feet. Nay, . o
shoittd the others think fit to deny them - resting-place; these =\

. fandless men might equitably be expelled frora the earthialbo- -

gether. If, then, the assumption that land can beheld-as proper= -
ty,involves that the whole globe may becowie the private domait 0
ofa part ofits inhabitdnts;and if, by consequence; the respofits’ [

inliabitants can, then exercise. their faculties— can. then exist .

* . gveni —only by consent ofthe Jand-owners; it ismanifest, thatan i

L : _exc’l_us?e_-pos_sms:pn_bfthe soil necessitates an infringement ofthe =
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law of equal freedom. For, men who cannot “live and move and-
have their being’’ without the leave of others, cannot be equatly
{ree with those others, -

Passing from the consideration of the possible to that of the
actual, we find yet further reason io deny the reciiiude of prop-
ertyinland, 1t can never be pretended that the existing Hiles to
such property are legitimate. Shogld any one think so, let him
look in the chronicles. Violence, fraud, the prerogative of force,
the claims of superior cunning — these are the sources to which
those tities may be traced. The original deeds were written with
the sword, rather than with the Ben: not lawyers, but soldiers,
were the conveyvancers: ‘blows were the carrent coingiven in pay-
ment; and for seals, blood was nsed is preference to waz, Could
valid claims bs thus constituted? Hardly. And if not, what be.
comes of the pretensionsof al} subsequent holders of estates so
obtained? Does sale or bequest generate a right where it did not
previously exist? Would the original claimants be nomsuited
at the bar of reason, Because the thing stolen from them had
© changed. hands? Certainly not. And if one act of tragisfer can
giveno title, can many? No: thoiigh nething be multiplied for-
ever, it will not produce one. Even the law recogmizes this prig-
tiple. An existing holder must, if called sipon, substantiate the
claimns of those from whom he purchased or inherited his DroD-
erty; and any flaw in the -original parchment, even though the
property should have had a score intermediate owners, quashes
biis right,

“But Time,” say some, “is a great legalizer. Immemorial DS~
session must be taken to constituie a legitimate claim. That
* which has been held from age to age as private property, and has
been bought and sold as sueh, must now be considered as irrey-
ocably belonging to individuals.” To which proposition a willing
assent shall be given when its propounders can assign it 3 defi.

nite meaning, To do this, however, they must find satisfactory
answers to such questions as, How long does it take for what
. 'was origihally a wrong to grow into a right? At what rate per an.
" numdoinvalid claims become valid? if a title gets perfect in a
thousand years, how much more than perfect will it be in two
thousand years?—and so forth, For the solution of which they -
will reqiiire 2 new calculus, —From Social Statics, Chapter IX,
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