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Single-Tax, Tariffs and Monopoly”
By HENRY GEORGE

A3 for those of our friends who think we cughi toleave protect-
1o undisturbed until we have succeeded in taking land values
for public benefii, and those who express the same underlying
thought by asking why free land will notlead to free trade much
more paturally than freetrade will lead to free jand, it seems {o
roe that they can hardly fully realize the great chbject which ig
to be plisined by the single tax, nor yet the practical means by
which the adoption of this single tax is to be secured. Like those
who cppose us, ot fail to go with us from sheer inability o see
how the tazation of land values can zholish poverty, their men-
tal gaze seems to be concentrated on what we propose to do, ig-
noring what we propose to do away with, The great bepefit of
the appropriation of land valuss (e economic rent) Lo public
sse would not be in the revenue that it would give, so much as
in the abolition of restrictions upon the free play of productive
forces it wounld involve or permit. It is not by the mere leyying
of a tax that we propose to abolish poverty;it is by “securing
the blessings ofliberty.”

The abolition of all tazes that restrain production or hamper
exchange, the doing away with all monopolies and special priv-
ileges that enable one citizen to levy toll upon the industries of
other citizens, is anintegral part of our program. To merely take
Tand vilues in iaxation for public purposes would not of itseif
suffice, If the proceeds werespent in malntaining useless parasites
or standing armies, labor might still be oppressed and harried by
tazes and special privileges. We might still have poverty, and
people might still beg for alms or die of starvation. What we
srereally aimingat is . . . . “the freedom of the individual
0 use hialabor and capital in any way thatl may seem proper to
him and #ill notinterfere with the squal rights of others,” and
s 5 lpave to the producer the full fruits of bis exertion.” To do
thiz it is necessary to abolish land monopoly. Anditis also nec-
essary to abolish tariffs. —The Steadord, JIanuary 23, 1888,
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BICH and POOR - By Count fieo Tolstol

f helong,” says Count Tolstol, “to that class of people who by
divers tricks take from the tolling masses the necessaries of life,
. . . . and limagine that 1 pity the people and wish to assist
them. T sit on a man’s neck and weigh him down, and I demand
that he shall carry me; 2nd without descending from his shouid-
ers I assure myself and others that T am very sorry for him and
that 1 desire to ameliorate his condition by all possible means,
suly not by gelting off of him.”’

This is the fatal defsct of all of the schemes for alleviafing
noverty and improving the condition of the working masses by
benevolence, with which people whe will not listen to the simple
remedy of stopping robbery and restoring natural rights o fre-
guently amuse themselves, They are devices to help the down-
trodden man without getting off of him.—H. G. in The Slondard.

AWAKENING of LABOR

Thuring his campaign for mayor of New York Cityin 1886 Henry
Georpe gave the following fabled conversation between a mule
and its owner, to illustrate his contention that Labor was awaking
to its rights and responsibilities. The mule complained of hard
work and scanty food. “Dear me,” expostuiated the owner; “you
fare as well as your father €id, and he never complained.” The
mule repiied: “No doubt, sir; but you must not forget that my
{ather was an ass.”™

#Shalt the ploughs forever plongh the backsof a class condemned
tor toll? Shail the millstone of greed forever grind the faces of the
poor?”’—H. G. in a speech in California,

LAWS of NATURE

Laweof nature . . . are the names which we give to the in-
varizble uniformities of coexistence and sequence which we find
in external things, and which we call lows of pature because our
reazon apprehends in them the evidence of an originating will,
preceding and superior to human will,—Henry George in The
Seience of Political Beonpmy, Book 4, Chapter 2.

Tead the Conditior of Lober and other books by Mr. George for
the solution of the Labor problem. Books may be obtained {rom
the Schalkenbach Foundation, 11 Park Place, New York City.




