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Henry George and the Robot
WHAT WOULD HAPPEN in a Robot
Age? What would happen in a Push-Button
Age? You press the button and a machine
does the rest. Labor-saving machinery per-
fected to near the vanishing point where
almost no labor is required. Would this be
the Galden Age that men are working for?
Would the perfectmg of labor-saving ma-
chinery help the wotkers as was éxpected
of wniversal education? i

The last centiory was marked by a
prodigious increase in- wealth-producing
power. At the beginning of this marvelols

cera it was expected ‘that Iabor—savmg 1n-

ventions would lightén the ftoil and im-
prove the condition of the ldborer; that
this wounld nmke real poverty and dire
want a thing of the past . . . Plainly, in
the gight of the imadgination, this labor-
saving machinery would elevate society
from its very foundations; these muscles of
tron and sinews of steel would make the
poorest laborér’s life a holiday . . . And
beyond this one would see moral conditions
realizing the Golden Age of which mankind
has always dreaimed . How eould the
vice, the criime, the ignorance the bratality,
that spring from poverty, exisi where
poverty hiad vanished? Who shenld crouch
where all weve freemen: Who, oppress
where all were peers?* o

The Robot Age is but a refinement of
what is stated above. Where the type-
setting machine took the place ‘of hand
setting of type the “Tele-type” typesetter
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is taking the place of the human operator

(to mention only one instafice of mnear-
Robet instaliation) and the men. in the
printing trades are wondeting abodt their
jobs—their only refuge-—inder our present
{moropolistic) systém being jobless insur-
ance and old age pensions. “Life begins at
forty” writes one author, with more ¢ruth
than even he thought Men are refised
jobs at the age of forty years and abiove.
In the far west the age for throwing mien
onn the economic scrap heap 1s 32 years.
Men with college diplomas are “a diime a
dozen”; below that erade young men are
sunply “machines m overalls” on the pto-
duction line, )

1t is quite evident that labor-saving
machinery, the Rohot Age carrymg it to
the nth degree, increases the “wealth of
riations” immensely, But if the prodicers,
the workers with head and hand, do not
get their fair share of this weallh where
does 1t go?

The socialist says that it gaes to the
“Capitalist” as “melt ,;f a surplus product.
The cotrmunist says “Some rich man gets
it, and I want it”. But what is the trie
answef?

The true answer is that this disappear-
ing wealth goes as Taxes and Land Rent
—mainly that portion of Land Rent which
is termed Monopoly Rent in political e-
COTnomy.,.:

Liabor cannot reap the benefits which
advancing civilization brings, because they
are intercepted. Land being absolutely nec-
essary to labor, and being subject to mo-
nopolization (yle]dmg monopoly rent) and
speculatlon (yielding speculative rent)




every increase in the productive Power of

labor but increases Land Went—the price
that labor must pay for the “om)m‘mﬂity“
to nfilize 1 POWETS, and thus all the ag-
VARLREES gained by ithe march of progress
go 10 the owners of the fand, and wages
do Tot Increase in pufchasing power, 1o
mytter what the nominal amolint i stead-
iy inflated money values. Wages canndt
increase in piirchasing  power; for the
greater earnings of labot the greater the
price that lahor must pay out of its earnings
for the éopportunity” O miake any earnings
at all . . - And thus, sobbed of all. the

benehts of the fhcrease m productive power,

1ahot is exposed {6 cerfaln cffects of ad-
vanang crvilization which, without the
adyantages that natwerally accoOmpany them,
are positive evils, and of ‘themselves tend
Yo reduce the free laborer to the helpless
and degraded condition of the slaye!

The only ray of hope is this. There is
jiist one tax (hat does Dot £ail on Labor or
the products of labor; one tax that “stays
put”, that canot be shifted and thus does
not add to the cost of living—and ‘that is
the tax on Tand Rent, actual and Po-
tential, § The solution of the basic prob-
lems of odr ‘tr()ubled fimes, with the menace
of commuinsm and the encroachment O
socialism, 18 relatively simple. Free the
land of cities, countrysides, agricultur_al,
mining Tands of MONOPOLY, arid the
blessings of Liberty will  flow thereffom.
This 18 the natural cure for a sick an
cancerons  SOCIELy. Let Freedom ring.

_C. LeB.G.
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