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HNLIMITED - of course

A Syllabus of Henry George’s

Book “Progress and Poverty.”

Compiled, and with observations and illus-

tration by Charles LeBaron Goeller.
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The New Abolition.
The abolition of chatiel slavery was as
pothing in its effects as comparsd with
the far-reaching character of the aholi-
tion of private ownership of land.
Henry George, tn ' The Science of Political
Tconomy,” Book 11, Chapter VIIT.

A BRIEF OUF LN OF
SINGLE TAK
Henry George gave Bingle-Tasism to the
world in Progress and Poverty, and our
reforenees are to Boolk, chapter and par-
agraph of that baok.

The Problem.

Why, inspite of incrense in productive,
power, do wages tend to o minimum
which will give buf a bare Hving?

Bk i, Chap. 1, Par. 3.

The Reason.

I ehattel slavery be unjust, then is pri-
vate property in land unjust.

For, let the clreumstances e whal
they may--the ownership of land will al-
s give the swnership of men, 1o 2 de-
ity (real or

W
aree measured by the nec
sriificial) for the use of land. Thisis
but astatement in different form of ha
law of rent.
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A RINGLE TAX

And when that necessity s absolute--
when starvation iz the alternative 1o the
wse of land, then does the ownership of
men involvad in the ownership of land
become absohite,

Place one hundred men on an island
froem which there 1s no sseape,and wheth-
ev you make one of these men the abo-
fube owner of the oither ninety-nine or the
abspiute owner of the sotl of the island,
will mzake no difference either to him or
1o then,

in the one case, as the other, the one
will be the absolule master of the ninety
nine--his power extendisg even to lie
and death, for simply to refuse them per
tission o live upon the island would be
i6 foree thew indo the sea

BLo7, Chap. 8, Par. 1-5.
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The Remedy.

We must make land common property.-
Bl 8, Chap. &, Par. 4.

Read farther, for thers arc three ways in
which land might be made cormmon prop-
erty. We do not propose 1o divide ap
the land; neither do we propose 10 have
the government take over the land and
rent it,but we propose to have tlm people
who own land pay to the rest of the pec-
ple [theg sovernment| the full v alue annu-
ally of the land they choose o own.
Unused land, without any improvements
would be free to whomsoever would sel-
tle on it.  Single-Taxism, is therefore, a
particular METHO ) of making land
cominon property.
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A BINGLE TAX

The METHOD of the
Remedy.

1 do not propose either to purchase or to
confiseate private property inland. "The
first would be unjust; the second needless,
It is not necessary to confiscate land; it
is only necessary to confiscale rent.

What [, iherefore, propose, ss the sim-
ple vet soversign remedy, which will raise
wages, increase the earnings of capital
extirpate pauperism, abolish poverty, give
reinmerative employment to whoever
wishes i, afferd free scope to human pow-
ers, lessen erime, elevate mornls, and taste
and intelligence, purily governiment and
carry civiligation to yet nobler heights,
is - fo appropricie rent by foxation.

Now, inasmuch as the tazation of rent,
or land values, must necessarily be in-
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A BINGLE TAX

croased just as we abolish other taxes,
we may pui the proposilion oo practi-
:al form by proposing -

To abolish oll toxation save that spon
fand salues.

BE 8 Chap. 8, Par. 12 & 15,

The effoct of substituting for the mani-
{ald taxes now imposed a single tax on
the value of Tand . . . . would g0
equalize the distribution of wealth as to
raise even the poorest above that con-
dition of abject poverty in which public
considerations have no weight; while it
would at the same time cut down those
gvergrown fortunes which raise thelr pos-
sessors above concern in government.

' BE. & Chap. 4. Par, 13,
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A BINGLE TAXN

There can be no suchthing as Sin-
ole Tax "Limited.” Several taxes
cannot be a Single Tax any more
than two or more apples can be a
single apple.  Single Tax wll be
accomplished by steps however, a
little reduction here and there of
the taxation of wealth. and a cor-
responding merease n taxation on
rent or land values.  The ultimate
is & Single Tax, - that 1s one tax, a
lone tax, on rent or land values.
Under Single Taxland will have
no selling price.  Only improve-

6]

A BINGLE TAX

ments on the land will bringe a
price.  In other words, land that
12 not i use will be free o whom-

soever will use it. This i simply

a recognition of the faw of wages

CWag

can obtain at the point of highest

s depend upon what labor
natural productiveness open to it

without the payment of rent or

taxes,
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A SINGLE TAX

GEFINITIONS
Land Flabor= Wealth,  Capits! iz a sec-
cedary fnctor.  Land iz nol Wealth,




