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SUBJECT OF DEBATE.

Resolved that the Single Tax—ihe appro-
priation of the rentable value of land by the
community--1s the omly means of obtaining
social justice with equality of opportunity,
conforming as it ¢ If}f s 1o the lnghest wleals of
sustice and equity: that it would zbolish in-
volnntary po _ aad fear of poveriv (a0t
cansed by phyvsical or mental disabilities) and
the crime due to poverty ; that it is perfecily
feasible under present conditions: that it
would simplify, instead of complicate, our
svstems of assessment and collection of taxes,
and that it is expediemt that it should be
troduced everywhere as soon as possible
the mteresi of civilization,
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AFFIRMATIVE.

Fhe Single Tax s ape which proposes 10
take for th use of the commumity and the
benetit of its component individuals, the rent-
le value of land and io abolish all oider
taxes, whether thirongh the anf or internal
revermie. licenses, stamp dues or any other
form of impost whatever. Progress and Pov-
erty. Book VIII, Chapier 2.

NEGATIVE,

Betore proceeding o discuss the merits of
the question, it is ])”‘“Fﬂuﬂhié‘ to ask whether
the raising {)f revende from one source alone
fke the iar vould ot also be a Single
Tax, and whether the faking of all the rent-
able walue of land would not excesd the uses
of llz-% Ccomamtinty and destroy the selling
prive o Emd Progress and Poverty, Book
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REBUTTAL.
psing of revenoe froam ong source

ke he wariff sulid be g Single Tax, but
irowonld net be what Bas cone Lo be S !
i]i“ vy 7‘]{[ Oy as f‘r \“I ;H'{e! 71“(1\‘ "\\"'}1:‘ i
such a ey would excewd I t‘l“ CO-
wiwisty, and the -:umu ol £ i
any. may e (:)1’\i\§<ia | hater.
the annual rentali mlw- ot E:"" SRER
stroy the setling price of land so that land o
Wall Strect would sell for no more than dand
at the North Pole—that s noething,

JUSTICE.

[t is just to take for the wse of the Com
muwoty The reatable value of Tarud Begause this
value is created by the communiiy, Tr the
producer belongs the  product.”  Properly
speaking., this would not he o tax o AL
woulll simply e the taling of a crin'timuﬂt\v
created value which has Ttherto madvisediy
heen almost entirely lelt 1o indivaduals, !i

vould merely take from individoals what the
have no nt’hl ta own, O the other b md
any ather {orm of taxation s unmal Liecause
it takes Trom ihe individaal mmcthtm he has
ecarned by Wis labor or restricts the full exer-
cise of his fonctions, or of the funciions of
pthers whe have an equal vight to their full
exercise, 16 robs the ndividaal of what 1=
veally his own.  Fhe guestion vedoces itself
to ome of ownership. What, then, is the husis
of cwnership?  First of all it s the right of a
mian to kimself, then to the frait of his labors,

Vessihe r

to what he produaces and to whatever he way .

shtain by exchanging what he produces for
the froit of the labor of otherse—fne what
agthers ]mx{luw Now. as the rentable value
of land is produced not by individoals, but by

r

T COmTuny as a i!e‘!l~ it properly Lelgngs
10 Lhe (T aa?n!z Azt individuals
dice crhv belomges Ic_s ﬂ!axm. Thus,

ch owould dake the ventable walue of
and abolish all vther foron of taxation, w
be e accordance with the hig i
justice-—rendering 1o sociery what helong
society. and to andividaals whar belongs 10
mdividuals, Progress and Poverty, Boole Vi
Chapter 1.

&
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EQUITY.

Every one would be treated equally by the
Single Tax from ihe pomt of view of the
fizeal obligations of individuals o the oo
ity and of the communmty to mdividuals,
For from andividuals nothing would be aken
that they have earned, vet they would aot e
allowed to retain a valee that belonged to the
coramunity.  Confined o the Smgle Tax,
society could not interfere in the private st
ness of mdividuals asol does today, el could
net leave i the hands of individuals basin
that is 0 its nature 2 public function,

THE SINGLE TAX WOULD ABOLIEH
INVOLUNTARY POVERTY,

What, then, 15 povertyr It is the lack of
things necessary to hie and conducive to
Hberty and happivness. Such things include
tood, cothing, Indging and. i a greaier or
less degree, the comforis and conveniences
which modern covilization offers. How 1 i
thwn, that 1 a world of good things ﬁww
should be so many persons laclang o
enough food and colothing 1o lve decendy
These who work havdest frecuentiy ahtain
onlv a bare subsistence,
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Withoui considering the exceptional cases
of those who ave Hi'zeiul with physical or
ibilities, such as those who are i
sane and those bora blind or crippled or
afterwards bhecome so, the quesdon s evi-
dently one of distribation. No one swall dis
pitte that there 13 plenty 1 this world and
thai the greater the population the more they
cann produce of the things peeded for life,
Bherty and happiness, given the opportunit
to prodiuce,  Now the factors In production
are land, labor and capral. In o the last
armlysis, ul[;lf.d! 15 enly a formt of stored up
labor, so that the guestion resclves wself into
juery why labor does not get the foll ve-
ard of ity exerticas. Obviously it is beeause
land, the other Tactor, through private swaer-
ship monopolizes the greater pari of the earne
mgs of labor. Ji 18 estimated hat {he State
Texas alone condd support o plenty the
entive population of the earil With land
ownership abolished. the few who now own
ihe carth would not be able 1o take, from
those who prodace, part of the fruits of thew
gl i the shape of ground rent, without
giving anyvilnng in velurn except the permis-
swon o work.

e, the worker would sl pay the full
real rentable valuwe of the land he used,
whether Tie was its “owpes™ or not. Aned if
he did not “own” the land-—that 15, have the
title to it—he would =0l pay s rentable
value o = so-called “landlord” But the
“landlord™ would have to turn b over to the
State and the worker, under the Single Ta
wonld not have to pay a {ine for producmg.
His taxes woukd not be mereased th more he
produced, but he would get the fall retura
Tt liis exertions.  Those whe would not work

tal 41
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world get siothing; our idle rich and oux
trasnps  would  disappear. Above all, the
taborer would not be vestincted o compeimg
with s fellows fe..ji: work.,  Although he
would pay to the conununity divectly, o
theough the landlo rd, the real reniable value
of the land he wsed, he wonld noi pay the
encrmions  specnlative  reniable valde oo
placed an land 1w addition o 1 iME rentalile
value, through the prospect of an increase n
vitie as population grows. [ iz thus that
miallions of acres are held our of ase Ly specu-
tators who have bought the land expecting to
ke a large proft by selling w again, They
are helding for a higher price and refuse to
sell, Thus the workers are crowded Dback
o our crttes awd compelled to pay awot only
the real value of the land they wse, hut an
willated, fictitious, speculative value, cansed
by holding Targe tracts oot of use, for the
pormission o live and work,

Now, under the Single Tax, these speci-
fators would find their occupation gone. The
land bLetsng taxed to its full restable value, it
would have no C;qnilhﬂc% value and, the tax
betng vatsed as 1ty ventable value ingcreased,
or lowered as it decreased. its selfing price
would always remain the same—that s, nil,
Che speculator wonld have o ouse it or let
i go.

Thus, there would Le an outlet for all who
vl to we :‘md wages could pever he
reduced below what a man condd earn by the
applicanion of labor im land. T 2 man had
a $1000 bond renewable in perpermity and
drawing $60 & vear mierest and it were taxed
oo ia perpetmty, the bond would not be good
for more than waste paper. But if a man had

rreee of Jand worth $60 a vear rent and 1t
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wers taxed $60 the land wonld anll e goad
to grow orops on and build bouses on. And
W othere were no danes on crop or hore, there
conild he no poverty w the world, For there
would be enongh persons glad of the oppor-
iupity o grow crops and Duild homes o ore-
lieve the pressure on all other 1‘{";1‘111@ r‘sf laber,
so that throngh muiual mlmdm ol the
fruits af labor there would be no one with
out crops or food and clothing z2ad homes
with, at least, the ordinary comiorts and con-
vemences  which modern avilization offers,
Thus wonld poverty be abolis Aned crime
dug 1o poverty would also disapy To
state the proposition 1s to state an axion
For if poverty were abolished, necessarily
whatever is due to poverty waould diaapp-"

Many, however, will dispute that crime 15 (lm
o poverty. [ am not maintaining  that all
crime 15 due now mmediately 0 poverty, bt
that nmwrely whatever is due 1o poverty would
disappear. Thar o large part of crime 15 due
tey povert ty or the fear of poverty is admitted
by the vasi md]mm of economists and pen-
ologists. For instance, all crimes connected
with the possession of money or goods of
ancther-—such as thefts, hurglaries, emberzle-
menis, defalcations and all forms of swind-
ling are due 1o this cause. T an honorable
career and the certningy of obtalning full re-
ward for one's Iabor were open to all, how
many would choose the much harder Iabor of
the skilled thief, the burglar. the embezzier
or the defaulter with the almost absolute cer-

ot

tainty of detection and punishment in thel

el ?

Almest all arime 13 the desire 1o get some-
thing that one has not, by means that are
miher immoral or dlegal or bath. Those that

&

al weder he
ke smuggling, for nstance,
AT there couid Be wo o

O those th nre 1 Ell:h!!
all a\(m‘:l slaor he climinated eyt
due o menied disturbance like ?x‘.!tja‘i.u--

nui. to undue induteence of Lthe passion:
Gt hevedite, Tven the wonhd {
hsuppear with the ssive generaty
a world of healthy workers,

are purely ey
z]hi] HERT

NEGATIVE,
JusTICE,

Horhe vestalile value of land were taken in
taxation, it owould slestvoy any profl o e
mvestment of savings m the parchase of Tand
and thus discourage those wheo wishod 10 ¢
their own hemes. The mere prospect of such
A tax would discourage the hosing of homes,
for no one would eare o invest inn proporty
the value which he koew would decrease
a few venrs

There are many other sowrces ol unearued
meome besides land @ for fnstance, st i
bhonds m ratlroad and mdustriad comgs
To take such swms would not be roblang the
individual of what 1s his own.

H ownership were restricted to whal one
produced e wonbd alwavs remadn poor,
Muoreover, 1 one could no nvest e land be
-'\-'nuid ]::.n-'af no security thai he could ceap
'md sowtt, The farmer. for instance,
: urance of his earnimgs n
his [H‘!BE«E}GE‘NE-{‘ crops anless he owned  the
land. and of couvse if he cowned 31 he would
Lave a vight o ts repiable valoe, and this
swoership wonld give him a right to avy -
crease an the salue of his fand

Wl




EQUITY.

The Single Tax, while taking anearned

cotnes as 1ar as the rentable value of fand s
concerned, would leave in private hands other
unearned profits, such as the increase in the
value of collectwms of [)(iiﬂlill“““ ulpture,
works of art, coins, h(aniw and the ke, More-
over, the community, by allowing mdividuaks

to own land as k‘!___)m""ifn'll}' understood, has

pracuically given them a guarantec that they
shall not be disturbed 1 such investments,
and that any profits or increments acoraing
by the subsequent sale shall belong 1o them,
Thas, even admitting the abstract fustice of
a single tax on present land values, it wonld
be inequitable to inerease such a fax to the
gxteni of depreciating present values or fo
comfiscate the capitalized increase wp to the
present time on the occasion of sales of land
formerly purchased.  Such profis 11;:‘“1(111\
belong to these whe have made investments i
real estate.  Otherwise a small part of the
commumity would have 1o pay all the revenue
of government and the vast mass of people,
m‘u:lvw the owners of other uncarned profits,
wonlid oo scot free

POVERTY AND CRIME CANNOGT BE
ABOQLISHED.

T osay that poverty can be abolished i a
direct denial of one of the axioms of christi-
anity—"The poor we have alwavs with us”
And ihe Lut that poverty dees exist 13 an
{}]mrﬂmum for one of the sweetest pre-
rogatives of the soul—the exer cise of chris-
tian charity. How happy are the recepe:
those who lack food and clothing and other
cotveniences when these are supplied out of

B

the fullness of (he more fortonate !
hoy happy are the givers as well, in bieis
i distribuie their ;,,’\_{i{){_ih. Lo those who need
tliesir !

There s plenty of waork for evervbody and
enly the fuzy or vicious need be without work.
Bloveover, wages never were so high in the
histery of the world, and the workers never
were soowell off. Capital is really the main
factor 1a production today, for & man with-
cui capital cannot produce encugh to satisky
his bare wants.  Moreover, capiial by the
use of machinery can multiply the efficiency
of labor a iumciwl fold, and ihe workers
today are vastly berter off than m the old
davas of hand labor alone.

The “1dle rich.” against whom .
are @ great heneft to society, For they give
employment to millions—aot only  personal
servants, bul whole branches of trade, milli-
ners, dressrakers, Sovists, landscape éf'mkm
ers, artists; and are also patrons of the arte
and diterature, hesides heing dispensers of
chavity ; therefore, a wealihy class is 2 hene-
fit rather thar a bindrance to civilization.
Competition s the best thing that could hap-
pen tolabor, for it makes every man put
foriby his best work. Tf afffuence w 10 he
had with hitle Tabor nobedy would worl
hard-—witness the prevalent laziness and me
dolence in fropical countries.

The profits of the land speculator are very
mueh exageerated. Tt is only in the big citics
that there 1s wich mnerease o value, and oven
there a purchaser of real estate often stands
a good chance of losing by his ventures,

18 darm lands were absolutely free and
there were no taxes at all upon them, there
would not be encugh laborers willing to worlk

9
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an them 1o relieve the comgestion m the Oles

alide extond,

i Ty

1» {']{ié‘ 1y i]‘ “)“ L‘/Eda\k Al

drinl, and the
dity, for the o
lav crime 1o poveriy is 1H<
be <due to poverty, }M T
disinchnation to work o due o drink

SOMNE THaY
1= e 1o

REBUTTAL,
JusTon,

The Singte Tas would destrov any profu
in the investiment of savings in the purchase
of Lo, az land: boi would net discourage
those who wished to own dlwir own ho
Teowould disconrage land speoulators, dedtros-
ing their chances of proft but would net die-
courage home ewners. B Foci, v owould help
those whe desive 1o ewn homnes by decreasing
the price of land on which to build ﬂlf"i‘t'
homes, and Jf the full rertal value of the Jand
were taken in.aimn they could ebinm the
land for nothing, paving wercly o nommal fee
for transfor of Gile, making hetr homes ouly
cost the price of constraciion,

o

Typoeks and bonds i railrowd companies are
i the oy Typ od the
oads i and o the

very largely shares
latid on which the
nt thab they :
iraftic carrises thet
rightfally belengs o i]as--* (,‘ééi".{l_ii!!li'li‘
ha! cmost larpe mdustoal
;‘!ja_{_;!—’;: ar lesz on the owners
where aned to the extend
micoine s unearped
tent that they do onot
ineome is nol unearned.

i3

Tamid-owiers
FCORILE B3 i

The question of whether one wonld always
reititin poce of aot, if ih“ =i Faw were
i operation, nedhing it the (s
tion of 1ts qusiwe, The: ~onid certaindy 1)
as much produced 1w the mm'l i
today, amd the fact that y
wers abohshed and faxstion ren ;nruj iros
these earned would terel 16 a qust dstribution
of the world’s wealth, There 12 o 3
for land ownership to assuve the reaping of

what has beon sowng all that 1s needed s un-
{i!:itll.i']){‘(l possession of the land, which has
nothing  whatever necessarily 1o do  with
ownership of its rentable value or wath o
nerease in value,

EQUITY.

There are no ofber unecarusd probis thaz
those that are derived from or associated with
ownership of land. as wderstood in ccono-
mies s that s, site valwe,  Such things as the
merease i the valne of works of art. coins,
books or the like, are not the mwensure of an
unearned value, but ave rather the capitalized
wages for the labor of lookimg after ;md k-
ing snch collections and carmyg for thew after
they are ma Such inevease also mcdudes
risk of insurance agaipst loss, for not every
stuch collection svariably in value
There are frequent losses,

Az o the comunmbnty haviag  recognized
gwnership of dand and, therefore, entitling
owners at least to present values, the com-
ity onee recogmzed ownership of staves,
but by abolishing slavery withoui compensa-
tion destroved their money valug o ther
owners.  dloreover, the community has nover
reepgmized abselate owaership i the rentable
valug of land. [t has always taken part of it

i1
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arud R
g slividhuals ile and oo
of l;- ped, o e
ot lagsed shall
Thore s nein-
1 owhat 1 has
A would be
] o land
AN, uuli pay the
Pertal ey wse, Fhe only
(iifi(‘i"t:ﬂi‘i‘b wiile that those who do not
iold the wile to the land they used woulsd
pay s rventable value o ;}—,n Landiord, whao
would turn it over (o the Siate instead of it
Ling it Bis ot pocked at present; that
those who do oot held the would pay
less than ai preseni becanse prrospect of
future ine adds a ¢ ovalue
the vent ey pay now, and v, that Lemg
relieved of nI] ather . there wonld be 2
farr fickd and wo favor for evervhody o exert
his full productive powers to the atmost with
the assurance that he would not e robbed
throngh unpuse taxation of any part of the
frovts of has lmbors. No ane wonld zo scot
free under such a svstem and all weonld be
ireated egually,

iy 1 the comn
created Dy it mere presence,
irented <lli

il

i

HIE

POVERTY AND CR
TR nol e ilag Pthie s ow e have

with s sense that poverty ir-- 4
SATY AT piment of civilization.  FThat it
lm\ w({:{m”\ IJLLH sois nel o prood that ar s
sarv.  In fact, lm onew  compmumnes

s there is plenty of free Tand or by
ii!-‘,!-fs value, there s no mvoluatass
ertv, Whness ouy early New Il
Dutch colonies. Those who are poor from
physical disabilities as already atluded to, we

1

g

voes Trom heredity
environment 1w oall gl
A good things {or all
dstence of poverty Tor

‘\ vl

ihie prarpose of
b like seiting
re ALY i
person a disease to prove the efheac
cure, The less of that kisd of  christian
chavity the DLetter, hoth dor 1 yecipients and
iy,
winld De iy of work for every
cprorimmtios aow anused set free
of alll hut with att the land mon-
o wothe hands of a few ownerd the
lanelless lave to compets with one another
moa restricted nsarker and beg for permission
to Hve on the earth and 1o work For s
The fact that wages arve high i a
tact ¢ i s eountry, and s pacily due
to therve Letng vast areas of land o sl
anmemcpolized  or beld very cheapte. and
i the sireneth and solidarity of trades
A tabor associations i
Lrute streneth. Himdiing appreni
thie strik Relat
"'Txu]ia‘ the work

an s ui? it ond G0 the

Wi

o

yoOAre
o due partly to the fact ihat a

the ventable vabue of land

tion than ever befnre, and parily
wion of rhe hnman race
nrevement of =and
v enienees matde shligatore
o landlords Ty
{ Bt dogs o overy Taree factor (o
ard 15 @ Lenell o humam
i3
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mereasing the quam%i}' so that more
can be purchased dor the same price. But a
la shiare of the imnaiéis 15 absorbed hy
landlords, for the value of the laond rses m
favored localities where capiial 1z imvested
and most of the prefits of manufacerers and
machinery thus go to the landlord, the inter
est of capital and the wages of labor hoth
declining as population grows and land values
rise. The idle rich do net “give” employment.
They merely happen to have wants which can
Be supplied by a large sunber of pevsons who
would be much better emploved 1w more use-
fal pursuits. The best patron of the arts aud
literature is an educated public.  Chanty s
not nesded. A farge part of the so-calied
charity is smuply restitaticn in ancther fovm.
Through the alchemy of land ownersbip a
Man can appropriate millions wrested from
workers on starvation wages and Le looked
upr to i adinration as thougl he had earned
it 1. in addition, he doles cut wosmall share
of his plunder in establishing public hlwari
and uﬂnr Benefactions, ne words of prise
are too high for him from a sycophant press
The w 111]1& persons who most §>mult rather
than hinder civilization are those who employ
their wealth in trying o bring aboul a better
understanding of the great evil that, at pres-
ent, threatens civilization from an wpjust dis-
fribation of the world's products. instead of
trving to cover ap the cancer by funle ex
pulmn'a or. worse still, byving a life of Juxury
with “The Devil take the hindimost”
motio,

gonds o

Why should one worlo very hard 3 1 were

CEOWork in itself 1s net an ads

~it s the efficiency of the work,

Tnence of nature in iropical coun-
14

not HeCess:
mirahle thing
And if the al

for ther

iries remders abund
s much the ]w!l a0
efits of the puul;u' iy e
exaggerated, 20 might e dhe profits ot the
ik = the evil is that there should be
Iy peront

Haow onans Tabore
f(a»m lands, i absoly
: liypothetical
el it e pras

redurn for Hile labor,

would work on
v Tree and uniased,
proposition thal has er
. e, Certmnly, condronied
with starvation n the oty and asstired of
living 1o the country, with no fines o the
shape of taxes on their smprovernents and
casy aceess 1o the land, there would be as
many How o the country as in former vears
when 1 was given frec anmd untaxed to
settlers, “HF]\NWHU! are oot laxy as a class,
arsl are not idle oF they bave the opportamniiy
o work,  As 1o drink being the cause of pov-
evty. rather the reverse is prue, for poverty
arcd the vesultant lack of leisure z.md E11] -
ment, and depression at the prospect of noet
Letng alile o hetter one’s self, i a frequent
cavse of dviving men fo spend what Tintle they
an carn i a few honrs of exhilaration or tie
Blivien of intoxieation. And, as a matier of
act. dronkeansess s guite as prevalent among
ihe wWle rich, alihough @t i ned =0 moch (hwh
upony in the learned essavs of our phila

ihrppsis,

FEASIBILITY.
Single Tax can be most easily and
collected, for the cwnership of land
armot be hidden, and the land cannot be
sried o avoibher country s thus, the tax
annot be evaded or swarn off.  Morveover.
there alrendy exasts in ost couniries some
s of taxation on land or Tand values, The

i3




svstem need only be concenirated on lapd
values. A has sard. we already take
s0oThe reni i t? g oniby seed 1o oxtend
the prmciple all,

FEABIRILIT
Nuaarve,

The ownership of land can easily be hudden
through deeds in fictitious pames, stock cony
panies  with  dummy  divectors and  similag
means. O course, the lamd canact be trams-
ported to another country, it the tax can be
sworn off Tike cs on other property.

by
orrowing on its value just before pay day
and verurning the Toan just aftervards,  And
i the land be rented the owner can evade the
tax by charging it to the ienant. Fo concen-
trate the present svstem of fax assessment
and collection would prove an @1111=ast -
sibile tax. owing o the necessity { opuling a
valuation of overy separate ]a‘mz.l and sep-
arating the improvement value from the valoe
of the bare land.
FEASIBILITY.
[RErerran,

Al such subterfuges as fictitions names in
decds or dumeny divecrors will he of no avail
where the tax s a direct prior hen on the
lamd, It would make no differcnce to the
State whe paid the tax as long as the tax s
i and if the titde happened to be tem-
4 in the name of some ome not the real
B eabliged to pay and eollect

<

porarily
owner, he weonld
from the owner.
Bility of hiding the land,

As tn the owner charging the tax o the
tenant, it is troe that the tenant already pavs
the tax, The tenant pavs to the owner ren

15

Mhere would be no possis

S

e which the Slate

which includes fnterest on the value of the
mmprovements, the real rentable value of (the
?i al thc speculative rental valie, where

RIS T ])?{!“\‘?t‘i‘iia't’ W PRASE,
Wk E U;‘; atter woulkl
du,qnmu entirely, Howas cori:
that any mm reoincrease in value wounld
completely absorbed o daxation, o could
be no speculation based on the prospective
nerease.  The speculative  rentable  value
would, thervefore, not exist, hut the tenant
would sl pay to the owaoer the interest on
the value of the tmprovements made by the
owner and the r remtable value of Alie
land,  The gwaer would obliged o turn
over to the Siate this rentable value,  Hi
real legitimate profit would come from the
mierest on the unprovements he made—the
value of the houses, fences, trees, drains and
the hike, At present the tenant pays the rent-
able valize of the land o the swaer, and ihe
pwner appropriates all bt the small propor-
al present fakes o faxa-
o, In addition, the tenant is tasod in-
dicectly on evervthing he prodoces and on
everything he bovs and, 1if as incoe be large
enough, has to pas income tax as well as
the landinrd, though hs income may be en-
tively earned, and that of the landlord only
jartly earped. Now, under the Single Tax,
the Jandlord could not charge the tenant any
more Decagse the ‘ﬂmvc takes Trom inm the
rentalile valoe of the land, He already gets
that in the tent the terant P The State
alees a litte from the landiovd now. 1 w
ook 1t all, ke could not get 2 penuy more
from the tenant, for he geis all that he can
now. He already c:i;;isggc.a the full amount in
the rent hie gets from the tenant and he could
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noi get any more, wheiher the Siate fock all
the renfable value of the Jand from him or
took nope of 1t 1T the fand became more
valuabie the tenant would pay an n
tax throngh the increased reut he paid (o the
landlord. but 11 would net beneit the land-
lard, Because ha would have 1o pay it over io
the State; all ccomonn agres  that and
values cannot be shified,

Thonas (o Sh rearma,
pp. 1zo-132. R 1
ical  fleomomy and
Fdion, 3o 107
Political Feonomy *md ia. Cliapter X
Section 2. Walker, “Palitical  ficomomy)”
Foition of 1887, p, 413, quoting Ricardo ap-
provingby. L _[\, A Selignan, Cinculence of
Taxation.” pp. 244, 243

SIMPLIFICATION.

AT M ATV,
Tax would siplifv, instead of
siems of assessment and

“Natueal Taxation,
lii!nll}]“ ol Poli-

i MeCuiloch's
‘111(“1}\?9\ of

The Singte
complicating our 3
colleetion of taxes. For, there haing only one
class of taxation, all others woeuld be aboi-
ishied.  There mm[d he no inquisitorad -
spection of a man’s personal property. The
present complex and cumbersome machinery
of sment and collection of taxes on a
greai variety of obyects wonld be done asvay

with, andd replaved by one stmple process,

NEGATIVE.
It would be impossible to determine land
of improvements, especially
when the land became more valuable by
gation or fectilization. 11 would require com-
plex and cumbersome machinery o assess and
collect the taxes, 1 the seliing value of land
15

valties exchustve

Wore (estroye don—ihar is, e
o noihing- Ahere would be z;miww on
io hase nents. No matter how
Tate were charged on nothing, ( 1 > tax
he noilung for nothing muttipli
number of Aves noibing as the resuli,
Even, il possilile. there \u_mLi COTE an in-
crease of want from the large mumber of
taxation officials, state, federal and county,
who would lose thelr positions.

voald
th any

Eerimrar.
Land vahies are determuned tod:
Trom improvements in many countries, :
and aties, The value of irrigation or fertili
zation 15 always known from t?ta cost of snch
processes, and a fair valuation of the interesi
on their cosi could be deducted from the rept-
able value.  Under the Single Tax, assessors,
it is true, could not fivure thz tax rate on the
selling vadue of the land, for there would be
no seflmg value; bui they could Just ag casily
assess the vemiable value as private owners
loday assess thelr tenants for the use of
vacant mmmproved land, especially on farms
in the West, or on city lots leased for tennis
courts, skatimg ponds, moving picture shows
and similar tax-paving devices.  Tnstead of
making 4 rate per cent. of the capitalized
value, they would assess directly at so much
per year: )

CIVILIZATION,
AVFIRM ATIVIL.

I expedient that the Single Tax should
be mtreduced everywhere as soom as possible
i the interest of civilization.  For civiliza-
tion cantol last when the weallh of the waorld,
through unjust wusages, s being  certainly

1% .




sransferved froms the wany who produce it o
the few whe approprale it without doing arny-
g m return, Such a process beeeds an -
equality under which the few five in luxury
e unearned profits, while the makers of that
luxury live o a penurioos condition of seon-
starvation, both bodily and mentally, in good
fioes, and in hard tnmes thousands are actuals
Iy squeezed out of hie, penish m the siragele,
dving by ile roudside from disease or actumi
want or stickde.  Thousands of others, vague-
v fechng ihc mjusties, to escape such evil ef-
fects, v as their enemy, and
proyooupon  socwety through every possable
crie and mnerality, licuu there @5 a
cleavage i society dividing every nation into
the few very wealthy and the millions con-
demmed to Tife-long poverty.  Such condutions
wevitably breed disaster and lead (o revolu-
ton. Tt 3y like damming vp an ever
ing body of water, which m time s sure to
Darst 1ts hounds.

Calliatives ondy build the wall higher: pri-
vate or public charities do not st matters
right, for charity can never iske the place of
justice. When Justice is dove through the
abolition of private property in land  (bhy
whiclhh I mean the present sysien ilwough
which the so-called owner acquires the value
accruing to the land by the waking i taxation
of the uma} Ae value of land) thf: crime die
1 poverty will disappear, and the huge mass
of lawyers, prison keepers and others, whose
business  depends on the continuance of a
crivinal class
productive ovcupations,  The State, with this
vast fund at its disoosal, will by sble to ad-
munister many things for the common good
that it vow poorly performs o negledts al-

will be Torced to seek mord

ié’?&i’i‘:i!‘i"r But if jusiice is not done our oivil-
i will decline 3 Preyious one

une wm* ation of  wealth
; .]..,x.uma. wocannot Hve with
equality. 1t will revert either o despotism
or anarehy, and in the cataclysm the acoumm-
lated treasures of learning, Dernture and ant
will be swepi away,

NEGATIVE.

- leas impnssible o foreted] the Tuture, there
tore, no onre can say that the Smgle Tax will
prevent the decluve of cvilizatdon, or (hat
civilization ever will decline again,  If by
civilizalion is meant the gencral edm dtiom and
enlbghitenment of a w nf)le people, 10 15 donbt-
ful if civilization really has ever declined,
History, taken broadly, ssems to record a con-
stant progress, a continued evolution from x
liwer 1o a ligher dvilization. in spife of the
fact that the Single Tax has only been heard
of for less than forty vears,  DBesides ¢hat,
the wealth amassed by individoals through
the appropriation of rent is quickly dissipated
i the second or third genevation, and there
s little danger of the establishment of an
arstocracy of wealth,

RenurTal,

We have an aristocraey of wealth already
an arisic directly based on land like that
of the Astors alveady in their fourth genera-
tion ; on railvoads, Targely the outecme of land
monopoly, ke that of the YVanderhilts or rhe
Goulds, already in the fourth and third gen-
erations, or the combined mass of indusirial
capital, alss dn great part based em fand
through  the ownership of natural OpPpPoT-
tumtles advaniageous (o the business, ke the
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ach emiploys ane ol af eve
fundred wor Aoy per )

vy thie Lintied] Sinies,

ot thvougl morigag Ble cur large banks
and bank Troris Asomvention and ithe
eficiency of machinery moredse, the needs of

the world can be supphied by the labor ol &
constantly decreasing sumber of men.  As
popttation 1 constantly ima“’um“; e com-
lh.l!llﬂh i shave i this Talsor merenses, lonwer-
ing wages and rmsing rent 'lhu owners off
the carth are iu*umui but not the workers,
These owners need o Jess amd Tess gumber of
workers io sapply themn with every luxury,
The rest can starve for all the swners care
or. not vealizing, for all ihey know Bat the
workers  will not willingly  starve  anndst
plentv @ they will seize npon ib—law o

faw or no law,
Firsi will comw strikes, then elvil war and
revolutionn, It 15 easy dhus tor foreiedl the
fature, for Bke causes produce Gk effects
and. n spite of assertions to the contrar
there have been long lapses i the history of
mankind when civilization has ceriainly de
clined-—witness the loss of Deypt’s art and
learning in the days before the nse {

af Cireece.
the Iatier destroved Iy Kome, and Roman
civilization itself giving place to the darkness
of the middle ages.  Moreover, thengh the
Single Tax has only been heard of for less
than forty vears, other events have operated
i Iistory to reduce the rontable value of land,
such as the crusades, which decreased the
population ¢ of many countrics, or il emigra-
tion m ot nmi;mtmm of w imlv mimm ar
the | . which by econtiscation
of Ilm wtahss f._si mangi S, gave o ST
ianities to labor and darimg which, according
to Carlyle. the French people were wnever so
well off and never 2o happy.  Trace every

w3

accumttiaiion of  great wealth baclk o s
cause, and o will he found o avise Frow

v ot Tand, The appropriataon 1
few of the earth oa which and from which
all st hve s ihe underlving couse ol the
difference hetwesn wealth and competo
one side and poverty and orime on the other.
Destrov this mouopoly by tasiog oal ds full
valie and st \;u.»u].d make no difference oven
i vne man owned the whole earth, for the
wealth then created would he enje \.'ul by all
exactly according 1o his deserts, and there
would e ne cvime duee to pmc*i‘u and ao
poverty in a world of willhog, happy workers,
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mwre, and dn 10 per cend. four or more persons” (D

Cin New Yerk Oty one oul of overy fwelve o

5 fedd in e clotters” Field) ov turned o
to physiclans for dissection,  Byvervone knows that par-
tieularvly among the workers every dollar and avery
alick of furniture will be sacrificsd and unending delds
will by incurred rather (han alle - of The
fainliy to lie in oo ‘peaper’s gr
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“epwoen  one-fourth  and  gne-thivg of  the ials
woand over, in Ameris

workers, 18 years of
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SALL available statistics show thai in our grast basie
indusiyies the workers are uneraployed o an avers
at teast pne-fifih of the vear” {p, 34},
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