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- PHOUGHTS ON NATURAL LAW
IN CIVIL LIFE

When God madé a world like this and plac-
ed a humail family i it, He gave us a periect
natural guide. Everything from the Watural
side may be called the essentidl ang from
Man’s side, the convenjent. The essential
side of life is something, which we must have,
must do, never change and is not debateable.
The convenient side of life is somsthing we
must use in order to obtain ‘that, which we
must have or must do, daes change and is de-
bateable.

De Laveleye said, “There is in human af-
fairs, one order which is the best. Tha: or-

der is not always the one which exista but it

is the one which should exist for the
greatest good of Humanity—God knows and
wills it, Fan’s duly it is to discover and es-
tablish it.” o _

When God gave man life, he gave: him
means to sustain life. These are, the use of
land, the power to labor, understanding and
free will. The use of land, the power to labor,
take care of the physical part of lifs. Free
will and understanding take care of the ad-
ministra‘ion of life. . ’

Truth is the greatest word in our language
and the least understocd, We are told to seek
the truth, the truth shall set us frce We do
like to be free bt we don’t like to miaks the
effort which is required in seeking the truth.

Max Muller said, “All truth iIs safe and
nothing else is safe, ard he who holds back
the truth or withholds from .men, for motives
of ;xpedien_cy is either a coward, a criminal
or both.”




Henry Watterson said, “I would compro-
mrise war, I would compromise glory, I would
compromise everything at that point where
hate comes in, where misery comies in, where
love ceases to be love and life begins its de-
scent into the valley of the shadow of death,
bat I would not compromise the tiuth.”

Henry George said, “The person who seeks
the truth shall find it and when he gees it he
feels its exaltation.”

We are given a mind to think and ¥ we
wish to see the truth, we should think.

The two supreme factors in the world, are
the natural law of the universe and the mind
of the individual. Every just law must have
the co-operation of those two factors. Every
unjust law is established without their co-on-
eration. Al the armies and navies in the
world cannot suppress those two factors.

No man ever produced any commodity of
iife any other way, than from land, by labor.
o mechanical genjus ever invented a ma-
chine that would produce something from no-
thing. No man ever produced something
without the co-operation of nature. Man con-
verts one commodity to another but never pro-
duces. Man plants seed in the ground, nature
gives Him wheat, man grinds it into four, from
flour to bread. This is the way all the com-
modities of life are produced and converted
and are used to sustain life. .

We hear much said about freedom. When
Patrick Henry said, “Give me liberty or give
me death,” the sound of these words reached
around the world, because they meant so
much to the ‘welfare of man. Tliere are only
three fundamental basis for freedom, these
are; first, political freedom; second, economic
freedom: third, religious freedom. Al three
are given by ‘God to man. No body of people
can give freedom to another nimber of people,
if they did not previously take it away.
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in this country we have. political freedom
but take awdy economic freedom from our-
selves. . : : -

If freedom is good and trade is good, how
can free trade be bad? Countries do not trade
with one another, the individuals in the dif-
ferent countries trade with one another, each
individual making a different commodity. In
this way the individual is supplying and be-
cause he is making that one kind of commo-
dity, he demands hundreds of other commo-
dities, and we are willing to give him what he
demands. This is supply and demand.

There is much said about capital employing

labor. Capital does not employ labor any.
more than labor employs capital. Capital can-
not do anything until labor agrees to co-Op&-
rate. .
The rich are being told, how they should be
very good to ‘the ‘poor but very little is -said
about the poor helping theé rich. Do not the
poor help the rich as much as the rich. help the
poor? :

When a chain store wishes to find out the
true value of a location, for a new store they
count the number of persons who pass the lo-
cation in a given time. This is a true way 16
measure land value. No other value is mea-
sured in this way. _

We have committed the Golden Rule to
memory, les us now comit it to life. We have
preached Bréatherhood for centuries, we NOW-
need ‘to fnd a material. basis for Brother:
hood. Government must be made the organ
of fraternity, a working form for comrade
love, think of this, work for this.—Edwin
Markham, - _

When a rich man dies, our newspapers come
out in large headlines and tell us how poor he
was when he was young and the wonderfual
chances there are in this country over older
countries to becore weaithy., According to
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Nature’s Iaw, eévery person came into life ‘with
an equal opportunity. According to the man-
made law, we take ‘away .the natural oppor-
-tunity and leave the gambler's chance to the
few, and then feature the cHance as the real
guide in life. ) . . o

Why do we call some pecple great? Ts not
the basis of all greatness, the pointing cut of
what God knows and wills for the welfare of
all? .

Capital does not obsiruct labor. Labor does
net obstruct Capital. Land monopoly ob-
structs Capital and Labor.

We are told that this is the greatest scien-
tific age in the world’s history, 8tll, our tax
system is so unscientific. 'We tax people who
put land to use and promote employment, and
add to our national wealth. We reward people
who hold land out of use and :restrict employ-
ment, thereby adding nothing to -otr national
wealth, :

The brightest light in the life of dny person
is what he did to brighten the life of every
ather person not from the viewpoint of charity
but from the point of Justice. Charity can
only help some people some of the time. Jus-
tice can help all people all the time.

If Truth has the greatest meaning of any
word in our language, how s it that. it is so
misunderstood? i - PR

1dle poor, idle rich and idle land go together,

‘One generation. follows - another but the
earth provides the ‘means for all generations,
which come and go. -~ = - .

Nature is the source, the #nind is-the .torch
that brightens .the path that leads ‘from the
will of Gadd to the welfare of man, .

The mind that shall request ‘hature to point
out her wonders and her beauty, to this mind
Nature will grant his request, Lo

€

The most important factor in the human
side of life is how to obtain the teans that go
to sustain life. Man’s natural desire s t6 go
forward in the social and iutellectual! scale.
When he is prevented from accomplishing this
desire, his economic condition is “wdnatnral.

I men would give more consideration ta
natural law and less consideration to human
law, we would have less law and better Iaw,

The greatest economic wreng that can be
inflicted against the welfare of the human race
is the monopoly of land, land being the great-
est gift of God, for the economic welfare of
the human race.

When two countries have a-misunderstand-
ing, they start in to kill one asother. This is
a very unnatutal way to Settle any misunder-
standing when they kill hundreds of thous-
ands on each side, them they sit dowh to a
round table and degotiate .in a matural way.
Nz:iture will have her way in all things at the
ena,

A mechanic working at" His trade earns
twenty-five hundred dollars per vyear. He
spends two thousand dollars to support his
famiily, he saves five hundred :dollars per year.
A land speculator makes a profit of twenty
thousand dollars per year, he spends ten thou-
sand per year to suppott his family, he saves
ten thousand per year. The rechatiic adds

five hundred dollars per year to our national

wealth, the land speculator reduces our na-
tiohal wealth ten thousand dollars per vear.

if a law is not in harmony with the naturs!
order it iz niot just. If it -is not just, it is not
what God ktiows and wills and caniot be for
the welfdre 6f rnan. B

“Keep hold of a few plain truths and miake
everything_ square with them.” (Eliot)

Look upon the wonders and beauty of ‘this
world and read the truth stamped on every
essential thing,

7




Many people see truth and keep it to them-
selves. The people Who do thé best they can
to have others se¢ it accomplish something.

When some of the teachers in our colleges
send their students fo our large cities to make
a study of the slirhs and the poverty, would it
not be much better for them to make a study
of the cause of such a condition?

No number of people can cver bring .about
Justice by putting down the economic condi-
tion of some other people, if the foundation of
those people are not built on a false economic
foundation.

A leader is one with a clear-cut policy, who
has the courage to live up to it consistently
in spite of discouragements which are bound
to assail him. There can be no true leader-
ship without a sincere interest in human life.

We do not have to tell people to help them-
selves, but we should appeal to them to stop
w*ong‘mg themselves. Do not blame the rich
for the wrongs, do not blame the capitalists,
do not blame the employers, do not blame the
people who monopohze land. Every one of
these classes are doing just what we tell them
by our laws. No person or class of persons
can wrong another class of people if the law
is not in bis favor. We have political liberty
in this country and can stop any economic
wrong just as soon as we see fit; If we would

stop denouncing people for the wrongs that
we think they do and appeal to them for the
good that they might do, we  would accom-
plish more good. N

Land rent is not a. payrient for services.
By it social values are transferréd from social
pools into private pockets.

“It would require less tha, the fingers of the
two hands to enumerate those . who from
Plato. down rank with Henry George among
the world's social philosophers. No man, no
graditate of a - higher educahonal mst:tutmn
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has a right to regard himself as an educated

man i, social thought unless he has some first

hand acquaintance with the theoretical con-
tribution of this great American thinker.”—-—

John Dewey.

The person who seeks the best there is in
the material side of life cannot fail to appre-
ciate the best there is in ‘the spiritual side of
life.

Man’s duty to man is to do the best he can
to promote the -will of God for the material
weltare of man.,

We should. not appeal to some people to
help other people. We should appeal to all
the people in a collective ‘way to stop wrong-
ing, in what we call a legal way. No body of

" persons wishes. ancther body of persors fo-

help them but ‘they do want them to stop
wronging them.

Land is essential. Monéy is a cohvenience.
Labor is an essen"nal Cspital is a conven-
1ence Capr.tal is used in productwn. ‘Money
is used in trade. Money is neither capital ner
wealth.

Some people say that we must erect h1gh
buildings in New York City because the land
is so valuable, Is it not a fact that because
we. ¢an erect high buildings and rent them
that the land bécomes valuable?

Many of our states have a law which puts
a tax on hetigé furniture, People who buy the
best filrniture are taxed the most. The man
who buys a plano to ‘educate his children in
music is taxed, bis next door nelghbor, who
does not wish to edicate his children is not
taxed. - Many of ihe counties arnd cities put a
tax on dogs in order to reduce the mmnber of
dogs. So, they put good houses, good furni-
ture and pianos in the game class as dogs.

I was in a small village in Pennsylvania,
which has some very nice land on each side of
the road. I asked oné of the natives why they

9




did not have Crops planted ih this.Jand. He
said that they had a law in that county calted
the “no seed act” and that # you did mot put
any seed in the ground they did not tax you
rotich but if you did they taxed you very high,
angd that the owner of this land was holding it
for building Jots. - According to our’ tax sys-
tem, is this not what -we do all along the line?
We tax industry in every way as soon as they
do something good. -

CHARITY—JUSTICE

' Christian Charity — False Chatity — Justice.
No thoughtful person wishes to belittle true
charity. Hvery thoughtful person does wish
to belittle that kind of charity which is false
but is still called charity. True chariiy never
degrades the individual, false charity never
fails - to degrade him; true christian  charity
consists of kind acts which do not degrade.

"W hen ‘one ‘person is compelled to appeal to
enother for the commodities of life then that
is degradation and not charity.

A great many well-meaning people give
much thought to what they consider charity.
If they should give some consideration to the
cause of Justice, would they not have to give
less thought to false Charity? False charity
never begins until justice ends. For example:

+ Johin B., a mechanic, lives in a city, of one
hundred thousand people; He is out of em-
- ployment for some time. Mr. K., a local poli-
< gician calls to see him. “Well, John, I just
heard you have been out of work for some
time.”  John says, “Yes, I have been out of
work for the last four weeks.” “Weil John,”
says Mr. K., “our party wishes to help anyone
in this district who is in need of help. Let me
know what I can do in sending some food, or
paying your rent; or send you a ton of coal;
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1 should be pleased to do whatever you say.”
John, being an -intelligent man, who knows
the differénce between cause and effect, says:
“Mge. K., 1 am thankful to you, but I cannot
accept that kind of charity. It doesn’t belong
to me. I only wish that which is mine. Jus-
tice belongs to me. If I should accept that
¥ind of charity from you, it would give you a
false elevation and would give me false degra-
dation. Your friends and mine would look up
to you and down on me. When God gave me
life, He gave me natural opportunities to sits-
tain life. That opportunity is taken away . from
me, and now you wish me to accept charity.
That kind of charity cannot dispense with Jus-
tice. Justice can dispense with that kind of
charity. The Creator never intenided some
people to depend on the generosity of others.
I despise your false charity. That kind of
charity is the result of man’s foolish law.
Justce is the will of God”

Co-operation is a very important part of the
philosaphy of life. ‘The Creator says to every
person who comes into this life: “I put a fittle
bit of Heaven in every essential thing, all T
ask you to do in order to co-operate with me
is to put a little bit of effort in every conven-

ient thing.” :

Why should we ta¥ a corporation more than
an individual on the same amount of value?
When we tax the corporation so miich more
than we tax the individual, does this value
come out of the air, or does not the corpora-
tion have to obtain this extra tax in an un-
just way to make up for the wrong comumit-
ted by ihe State. If the State commits a

- wrong against the corporation and the corpor-

ation _commits another wrong to make up for
this, is not the State responsible for the two
wrongs? :

11




SINGLE TAX, ONLY JUST TAX

1s not the single tax the only just tax, in
fact it would not be a tax. According to the
natural order, thers is no ‘such thing as a tax.

Webster says, “A tax is sonie kind of a bur- -
den.” The single tax is not a burden. It is’

a price paid for a privilege to use land. The
annnal rental value of land is the only true
measure of the annual value of the services
and benefits rendered by the State, City or
Town to the citizen and is reflected true land
value. If we should be in a room which had

a large mirror in it, we might see everything -

in the room reflected in the mirror. I we
concentrate on land we may see every step
in progress reflected through land.

The incorporated State, . City -or Town
should do business with the individual in the
same way that onie person deals with another.
If we should g to one of our jewelry stores
to buy a watch, the store-keeper would not
ask how much you made last year and charge
you according, he would give you the price of
the watch regardless of how much you made
the previous year. If you shouid go to a hotel
for a room, they will charge you for the space
you occupy and give you every facility in the
hotel for the price of the room. If you go to
the theatre, they charge for the seat that you
cecupy and give you all the requirements for
the price of the seat--and no other charge.
“Why could not our taxes be paid in the same
way. Individuals dealing with individuals will
act in a nataral ‘way but when it comes to in-
corporated communities they act in an unnat-
ural way. An incorporated commnunity has no
more right to tax one person on a value which
the community had nothing to do in giving
than one person has to put a tax ot the com-
munity of one thousand persons

! 12

The greatést art in the world is the art of
making a living. It concerns every person
who comes into the world, goes all the way
through life froth the cradle to the grave and
it is ever interesting because it is God's way
and it is suré to stay as letig as there is night
and day. o
.. With all the wealth we have in the ‘world
if the earth shoiild fail to reproduce for eigh-
teen months” the human family would dis-
appear ffom the eéarth by starvation. '

How often we hear some well-meaning
person say, “I would like to do somiething for
the welfare of the working man” Would it
not be much better he should say, “I would
tike to do something to remove the ecoriomic
wrong for the welfare of every man” ?

We might have read a short time ago of a
steward on ore of the Furopean stedmers
being arrested for bringing diamonds into this
country. How could one person injure aro-

~ ther or a Tiumber of persons by bringing

diamornds into the country? When he brought
diamonds into the country did he ot increase
our national wealth? If lre took diamonds ot
of the country, would he not be reducing our
national wealth? '
“Bad will be the day for every man when
he becomes absolutely content with the life
that he is living, with the thoughts that he
is thinking, with the deeds that he is doing,
when there is not forever beating at -the door
of his soul some great desire to do something
lafger, which he knows he was meant and
made to do, because he is in spite of all, a
child of God.” {(Max Muller) :
According to the reports of our large inso-
rance companies, ninety-five men and WO~
men out of every one hundred cannot support
themselvés after they become sixty-five years
of age and become a burden on someone for
the balance of their lives. To all thoughtful
minds, is this rot sad? o
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end of life?
have done for the welfare of all and. wha: ke -

‘The person wlio enjoys the best there is in
tife is a person who' does his hest thar every
other persor shosld enjoy the best there s
in lfe, Is not the. thought of 2 wasted Lfe
the saddast thought possible to have near the

“When one {hinks what he might

should miot do because it was not for their
weliare. .,

e read -dlmost every day of "some hold-up
robbery. The greatest victims are not the
neople who are help up and robbed but the
people who did the robbing, Those who have
heen robhed may have lost ‘something of a
commercial value and it is possible for them
to overcome this loss but the foolish young
men who did the robbing lost something
greater than a commiercial value and it is not
possible for them 0. overcome their loss.

Some people say that-poverty is no disgrace.
Why is it not a disgrace? If jt is not 2 dis-
grace for the individual, then is it not a dis-
grace for the community of individuals “who
are responsible for the unnatural economic
eondition that causss poverty. BEyéry man
and woman's natiral desire is to go forward
in the social and educational scale. When
they cannot, accomplish that desire, their eco-
nomic comdition is unnatural, Poverty and
degradation is the regult, ’

If some people see truth more than others,
it iz becanse some use the means to see it
rhoré than others.

THE CITY OF PROSPEC

The city of Prospect having a population
of about forty thousand people, their ain
street being like those of ‘most of our large
cities was about to maké some important im-
provements. The railroad which ran thru the city
was abous to build their repair shaps in the city
and would employ a large nuniber of men abd
women. They had what is called a land boom

14
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1 Prospect. ‘Mr. Jones; who owned most of
the land in thé best pait of Main Strest sent
His real estate agent to see_ hig tenants who
had leases that were about fo expire. Mr
Agent called on a Tir, Peabody who had &
hardware store o Wain  Street, Mr. Agent
said to M Peahody, “all these ifnprove-
mments in Prospect ars going to ingrease the
value of property very much” Mr. Paabody
gaid, “What kind of nroperty do yom mean
that is going to increase inl value; I have
twenty thousand doliars worth of hardwars in
this store, is this going to increase id valua?”
Mr, Agent seid, “No, this won't increase.”

“Well, Mr. Cady has a shoe store across the
gtreat; he has ten thousand dollars worth of
shoes. Are they going to increass in valug?”
Mr.-Agent says, Mo : :

“Tlere is Mr. Fox, he has a large factory
about two blocks from here; hHe has a hun-
dred thousand dollars worth of imachinery in
‘the factoryy is that’ going to increase 4in yval-
as?” dsks Mr. Peabody. Mr, Agent replies,
“poX “Well, then,” agks Mr., Peabody, “what
kind of property do you mmean is going to in-
crease in value?” Mr. Agent repliss, “] mean
land value, every kind of an improvement
gives value to land.” Mr. Paabody: “But you
said that these improvements give valite to
property.” Mi, Agent says, “Nag, it does not,
it gives an increase rental valde to land only.”

“Then Mr. Agent says, “Mr Jomes sent me
here {0 notify you that your rent will be three
thousand dollars per year for the next three
years, ‘that will ba one-third more than you
are paying now. He is gaing to increasé the
vent of all gther tenants at the same rate” Mr.
Peabody replies, “If we have to pay Mr. Jones
this increage, We are 1O better off. Mr. Jones .
fives in New York City, two tnndred miles
from here. . He has nothing to do with in-
creasing the values of the land in this city,
why should he receive all the benefit?” Mr.
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Agent replies, «WWeil, this is the law, Mr. Jon-
es did not make the law.” Mi. Peabody says,
“this is 'a very mhjust law.” Mr. Agent then
says, “The people themselves made this law
and they can change it as they see fit. All they
need to do is to stop taxing industry and tax

nothing but the rental value of the land.”
When New York City makes some piblic

Aimprovemeti, that itnprovement is pdid for by

a general tax, in all parts of the city. For ex-
ample, say there is an improvement made in

. the Bronx. Mr. Water'’s who lives in Brook-
1yn pays his tax for that improvement. A short

time later he wishes to build a factory in the
Bronx. He calls upon a real estate agent in
that section and inquires about purchasing a
plot of land 100 x 100 ft., and says he would
like to know the price as he contemplates
building a large factory. ‘The real estate agent
then telle Mr. Waters that on agcount of this
improvement in this section, land value has in-
creased twenty-five per-cent. “Well,” says Mr.
Waters, “I just paid my 1ax for this improve-
ment, does it become a liability on me now?”
The agent replies, “Yes, it does, bit it is the
law. Why dorn’t you do something to help
change the law ?” .

This is what happens in all parts of every
city and shall kéep up until the law that
makes it possible is changed and all we need
to do is fo stop taxing péople as soon as they
do something good. )

Every ‘thonghtiul person has a deep desire

to see false charity abolished and Justice es-

tablighed. )

Many people criticize ather people for talk-
ing advantage of an unjust law. Would it not
be much better they do their best to change
the bad law ?

When we tax capital, we do not tax the cap-

jialist. We tax the user of. the capital which is

labor.
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The problem of Hfe is an every-day prob-
fem. ‘The progreéss of today brings a new
problein -téMOITOW.

THE POL_ITICIAN AND
THE STATE.SMAN
Politician: ‘What should 1 do to increase quy
vote at the next election ? :
Statesman: I'll tell you what you should do

to increase the comforts of the people of the
next gemeration. )

Politician: I am not interested in posterity.

Statesman: You cannot do anything worth
while if it is not good for posterity.

Politician: Tl admit that is true.

Statesman: Is not the art of making a Iiv-
ing a great art? _

Politician: Tl admit that is true.

Statesman: You might try to educate the
members of your party as tc ‘what they should
do to remove the econiomic ‘wrongs 1n order
to make it easier to make a living.

Politician: There are so manty economic
wrongs, we cannot hope 1o remove all of them.

- §tatesman; There. are only three fundamen-
tal economic Wrongs, one thousand ‘bad effects,
one simplé remedy.’

Politiclan: What! Only three e€conomic
wrongs, oné thousand bad effects. What do
you call the three wrongs and the one thowo-
sand bad effects? What is the remedy?

Statesman: The three wrongs are the mon-
opoly of land, the obstruction of trade and un-

natural taxation. The remedy is to remove all
- taxation from industry of every kind and tax

nothing but the privilege 1o use land. When
we apply the remedy it will remove the other
two -wrongs, then the one thousand bad ef-
fects will automatically disappear. -
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Politician: I have-never given any thought
to our tax-systeim. I can see that it is very
important. T shall positively read up on it
1 am very thankful to you for the information.

When we hear land called reéal property, it
1s an indication that it is not property. There
is nothing real but that which is given by crea-
tion. Property is somethiing that is produced
from land by labor. All property will - disap-
pear in a few years after it is produced but
land remains for the welfare of all genera—
tions.

‘We hear many complaints about the un-
equal distribution of wealth and very few com:
plaints about the uniequal opportunity to pro-
dace wealth. If we had natural oppottimnity
te produce wealth we would hear less com-
plaints about the distribution of ‘wealth.

When we put what we call a tariff on some
people to obstruct them from earning their
daily bread, how does it fit in with the Lord’s
prayer,. when we_ say, “Gwe us this day oar
daily bread.”

“The reform ¥ have proposed accords with

all that is politically, socially or miorally desi-
table. It has the qualities of a tre reform,
for it will make all other reforms easier. What
is it, but the carrying out in letter and spirit
the truth ‘erunciated in the Declardtion of
Independence, the self-evidert truth that is
the heart and soul of the Declaration-—that
all men are créated equdl and they are endow-
ed by ‘their Creator with certain indliénablé
rights and that among these are life and I-
berty and the pursiit of happiness.” .
—Henry George

The person who wonders at the wonders of
tiie world today shall have dn increased cause
for increased wonder tomofrow.

is‘

We pay capxtal and labor a profit for put—
ting land o use; *We pay land speculatbrs
a profit to ho}d it aut of use.

It is amazing how 'dll the beople can sge 8
bad effect and hiow few can see the cause of
the effect.

Three imporiant questions: Ist, Is it not
impossible for a man-made law to be a just
law -if it fdils to harmonize with the will of
God? 2nd. According to the man-madé law,
is it not possible for a small minority of the
people of any community to monopolize all
the natural resources whlch all mist have the
use of in order to live? Is this not contrary
to' the will of God? - 3rd. Is it pot 'so that
capltal and labor go hand i in hand in increasing
‘the ‘power” of - produc*mn giving dn incréased
value to lahd? - Do fiot theé owners of the land
take thig incredsed value by increased rent,
giving nothing in retyrn? - Is this hot con- -
trary” to the will of God?

Nearly every inven‘ion made’ by man. has
been 1n1proved upon by some othef man. But
no’ person ever 1mproved on the work- of na-
ture.

The men who set down t‘he foundation for
laws of the United States set down a founda-
tion' thdat ‘makes it possible for the people.to
make or chatige any law they see fit.” “Any
unjost law we have is ‘the fault of thé gteat
majority of the people both ru:h and poor. o

Reason eIevates our thoughts as high as the
stars and leads us through the vist space of
the universe.

The 'State of New York' has bsen very active
in thé last few years in’an effort ‘to “regtrict
specilating of theatré t lg'ets "People "do” not
have to use theatre tickets,” Why niot do- sdme-
thing to festrict speculating of land. People
must use land ‘in order to~ live. 1 it wrong
to specu]ate in that which we do “not’ ‘have to
use and all nght to speculate 1n that whlch
we must use?” Bl &
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Have the people of one generation a right
to make an unjuost law during their life-tithe
when that law beécomes & great purden on the
following generation duting their lifé-:ime?

I WONDER WHY ?

In all our communities we ‘have extreme
poverty on one side :and extreme wealth on
the other. T wonder why?

In secking truth we are told to use reason
and omit ciistom; instead we omit reason and
foillow the line of custorn. I wonder why?

We hear many complainits about the un-
equal distribution of wealth and very few
‘complaints about the unequal opportunity to
produce wealth. 1 wonder why? o

We are told that self preservation is the
- first law. of nature but very few define it, I
wonder why?

Many people say “supply and demand” reg-
ulate all things in an econdmic way but they
do riot say what regulates “supply and de-
mand.” _I wonder why?

Land is not private property, it is not real
property. It is called both. I wonder why?

Nature has no respect for geographical lines.

Men have great réspect for them. They kill
one another regarding ‘them. I wondér why?

People do not buy commodities before they
wish to use them bui they do biy land and
hold it out of use, I wonder why?

Onir tax-system can be called man’s great-
est blunder. We tax people for every kind of
an improvement they make, The larger the
improvement the larger the tax. I wonder
why? .

" Many young men ceme from college with
much knowledge they cannot use. There is

knowledge all around them every day, which,

they fail to use. 1 wonder why?
20

The person who advocates something new
for the ‘weliare of all will surely be eriticised
anid misunderstood. T wonder why?

Many people give much thought to the con-
venient side of life and give litfle thought to
the éssential side. I ‘wondér why? )

Poverty is a crime ‘inflicted_by society a-
gaingt the .w;elf_are of ‘society. . I wonder why?
. One person cannot enslave another without
the consent of the state but he does bave the

" consent of the state through -her law. I won-

der why? R

The great majority of the people £ail to
wonder at the wonders of life. I wonder why?

In time of war betwéen two _courifries -our
public speakers and the public press “appeal
to every person to do his bit for the success
of the ‘war on each side—but in the time o}
peace they fail to appeal to every person to
do his bit to end all wars. I wonder why?

We often read of somie peérson, a so-called
owner of much land, who when he dies sets
down conditions in his will, as to how the -
land shiould be used after his death. Accord-
ing.to our land-laws we give the dead control
over the living. I wonder why? '

Why was it that Ameérica made gteater pro-
gregs than older countries, althoigh they were
at a disadvantage throngh the lack -of capital?
Was it not that natural opportugities ‘were
more, “plentiful than in the ‘older countries?
We did not have the monopoly of land at that
time that we have at the present time.  As
lanid ‘monopoly iricreased, progress decredses.

I we correct our tax system we ‘will make
_'o_t}ler econdmic improvements possible, It we
fiaﬂ to correct our ax systém, we make other
improvements impossible. :
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- what they call a sales-tax.
a law like that they add another bad effect to.

We advocate co-operation in the home. In
social affairs; in the charéh and in business.
in fact every way we can think of. When it
comes to the most important factors in ILife,
we ignoré co-operation and feature obstruc-
sion, Capitdl, land and labor are the important

factors in the production of all commodities of

life. Under thé natural order these ‘thres
should co-operate. Btill, under our rinnattral

human law we make it possible for omne of
these three to obsiruct thé other. Two factofs

—and they are doing it every day in every -

way.

When any one of our incorporated commu-
fities makes some large improvement, this
improvement gives great increased value fo

Tand in that location, At once that increased

walue becomes a Hability on the people who
gave it the value, ] )

“The natural order is the guide for man and
communities of men in all their thoughts and
actions ofi their way through life, .

Want and the fear of want cause many good
people to commit many bad acts they never
would commit if it was not for this fear, We
may remove the ¢ause of this fear. as soom as
we gee fit. .

One mind with one great thought rightfully
espressed will ‘brighten other
minds. )

The great problém of life is not to make
some people very tich and hold them up as
riodels of the wonderful charnces there are in
this country, ‘The great ‘problems of lfe
arg to have an econpthic condition, so that
avery person who is williig to work can make
a good living. '

Some of our states are about to establish

When they make

our fax-system.
’ 22

thoughtful

We shall never be called upon to right a
wrong i we did not previously wrong the
right. . o :

What is meant by the saying “no man’
land”? s not all land “no man’g land™? H

In taxitg land value we do not propose to

tax any value of any person which was pro-

duced by any one perscn. ]

Man was not given life on condition that
he must depend on ‘the generositty of other
persons to give him the opportunity to pre-
serve life. T

Tt is tiot ‘possible for law-makers to give us
Justice if-they did not previously take it away.
1f they offer us a substitute for this wrong,
are they not adding another wrong? -

What did Thomas Jefferson niean when he
15;19_,; “Titernal Vigilance is the price of Liber-

‘Why do ‘we ‘take - individual value to pay
public experise ‘and give public value to indi-
viduals who give us nothing. in return? Is
this, not a- great injustice?

How often we may read in the public press
of somé man in one of the cities who gave a
plot“of land to the city for some public pus-
pose, He is pointed:. out as a. model citizen
and is called a philantthropist. “What, did he
give the city that the city did not-already have?
How could be give the city something that
was part of the city? He did not. have the
power to place it there. : He recannot “remove
it. It was there before he was born and it will
be there after his death. s e L

“The toiler lives and dies in -a day; the
dreamer lives forever,”—Johin Boyle :0’Reilly.

“Let no man imagirie that he has no influ-
enrce, ‘Whoever he may be and wherever he
may be placed the rnan whao thihks becomes
a light and a power”"Henry George o
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' ?eople can and do hold ‘econgmic conditions
down to an wnnatural level but they cannot
hold themi up to an unnatural fevel. When

we hear people say they would like to do
something for the welfare of ‘the wortking class,

+hen that is admission that we aré doifig some-

thing contrary to the welfare of every class.
Does not every unjust jaw degrade the cof-
dition of one hundred percerit of the people
of that community? : .

What we do every day in a simple “way .is
a lesson on what we should do in an impor-
tant way. Our tax system takes value from
the rightful owner without any consideration
and hands it over to a wrongful owner with-
out any consideration.

The person who s€es the beauty . of life is
a person who makes an effort to see it and
does- the best he can to promote it for the

welfare of atl

We read very often in the public press ‘the
result of injustice, which is pointed out as a
model of success. Why featire that kind of
success when injistice has that to give? Is
there niot something that truth and justice have
to give? Why not feature that? ! :

People, when speaking about co-operation
and trade generally say, “Supply and. demand
regalate all the economic guestions.” Is there
not something that regulates “gyupply and de-
mand”? They do not stop to think what it
js. “Supply and demand” are regulated ace
cording to. the upportunity of capital and labor
+o use land. If capital and labor are obstruct-
ed from the unse of tand and trade is obstruct-
ed by tariff, then the natural opportunity be-
comes less to. produce the commodities of life.
These are the factors. which regulate “supply
and demand.” ) o
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The man who does the best he can to ele-~
vate himself rightiully does the best he can
to elevate evéry other mman. The more we
know of trith the more we seek to know.

The gredtest beauty in life is the beauty of
life. ‘The most Beautiful act any person of

any incorporated’ community of persons can

do is to harmonize with ‘this beauty.

No -one shounld pretend to be well-informed
who is ignoramt of Henry George's proposals
nof can our over-burdened tax-payers afford
to neglect the relief he offers. He asks that
all earned incomes be free from taxes and thdt
all taxes be taken from unearned incomes.

AR it~

THE RIDDLE OF HIGH RENTS

The rents went up when frost was near,
Thé reason was that coal was dear;

The frost is gone high rents remdin—
On slight pretéxt they'li rise again.
Perhaps there is a truer reason

Why rents go up in renting season;

We tax the houses, bricks and lumber,
The work of builder, tinner, plumber;
We tax the man who toils and gtrives,
We tax the things on which he thrives,
We make things dear, from year to year, .
By piling taxes tier on tier. ‘

iFwould add to human happiness

1 food and shelter were taxes Jess.

Just tax the value of the land,

TLabor full wages would then .command.
Free land, free trade and freer men
Would give us peace and wealth. And then
We might aspire to nobler things '
Than pelf ahd power-Men, Masters, Rings.

John J. Egan
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When one country is at . war with .another
each coimtry has ‘their gpeakers jout hiolding
rmestings, appealing to the young mien in each
country to go to ‘war and help kill the young
men on the other side of the geographical line.
They will appeal to them saying; “No greas

er sacrifice can any man make than when he .

‘makes the supreme sactifice for -his friends.”

According to the Jaw of ‘God every man is the
srfend of every. other man, When they go to
war to kill any man, are they not going to
kill a friend?

According to the philosophy of life, we are
all going in the same direction and should
grasp each other by the hand while on our

way,—do our best to promiote co-operation

while we seé the light of day, life is love—
love is lie. ) )

Emerson said, “The greatest of all wonders
is the worider of Nature and the grea‘est
beauty of all beauty is the Beauty of Nature.
The mind that shall observe and analyze the
wonders and beauty of ‘Nature—Nature will
develop that miind to a beautiful mind.”

The reserved right of the people to the rén-
tal value of lanid must be construed as a con-
dition of every deed—VU. 8. Supreme Court,

%I propose to beg no question, to shrink
fram no cenclusion, but to follow truth were-
ever it may lead. Upon us is the responsibi-

lity of seeking the iaw, for in the very heart

of our civilization ‘today women, faint and Bi-
tle children mioan. But what that law may
prove to be is mot our affair, If the concli-
sions that we reach run counter o our pre-
° judices, let ud not flinch; if they chillenge in-
seitutions that have long been : deemed “wise

and natural, lét us not turn back.”
I —HENRY GEORGE
26 ' )

In every civilized land are to be found fol-
lowers of Henry George, men and women who
‘have had the vision of a better day for all
humanity. '

Do not critcise selfishness; it has its own
virtue because it is natural. o

Dq not say the material side of life has
nothing to do with, the spiritnal side. This
world is God’s Kingdom. The Lord’s prayer
is the greatest of all prayers. We are sup-
posed to recite it as the first act of our daily
lives. The first words in that prayer are, “Car
Father;sWha art in_Heaven. .. give us this day
our daily bredd” Does mot this prayer' show-
how the matetial side is blended Wwith the
spiritual side ? : '

The person who evolves a great thought:

and points it .out to others starts it on the
road which leads to the end of time.

The greatest teacher is the natural order
of the universe. The gredtest student ig the
person who shall observe, concentrate his mirid
and analyze the law of the universe.

The following is taken from Henry George's
conclusion of “Progress and Poverty”:

_“The truth that I have tried to make clear
will not find easy acceptance. If that could
be, it would have been accepted long ago. H
that could be, it would never have been ob-
scuted. But it will find friends—those who
will toil for it; suffer for it; if need be, die
for it. This is the power of Truth.”
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