. ; . e e FEemadd pratl . AT -
“«f am trying to getb together material for the President’s veport, and also

for the report of the Treasurel,
YWill vou send me, 88 promised, the st of colleetions you bave made, o that [
can }r;zw'@ them entered on the Treasurer’s books?” :
You igneved this letter, and also a subsequent request of the game tenor. On
Oetober I_E;th., 1915, T made a ihirdé demand in a written communication as follows:

“your failure to answer my two previous letters asking for your report
on activities and finances makes me apprebensive, T believe that the League has
treated vou with decent consideration and is entitled to fair treatment from
vou. It is tnenmbent upon the League o make a veport upon the moneys re-
ceived and expended by it, and by you in its name, to avoid any suspicion that
money subscribed to the Lieague had been frittered away uselessly, I wish
you would give me a frank statement of your intentions, so that the League
may proceed in its course without any unnecessary embarrassment.”

To none of these communications have T recelved any reply. Whatever inferences
are drawn arise from your refusal to make an accounting. My statement at the Club
was made openly, and you had ample opportunity then and there to deny it, and
your failure to do so no doubt influenced the judgment of the persons present.

Uniil you make a denial of the facts T have set forth in this letter I can see no
reason for a commitiee hearing.

PENJAMIN DOBLIN.
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And go like a yellow dog you are afraid to come forward, for you know yon can-
not make good the charge that 1 collecied money for the League and failed to account
for it. If you were a man instead of a walicicus liar and coward you would jump at
the chance, come forward and nail me to the c¢ross. Yon know damn well I never
collected any money in the name of the League, and you never bave been able to state
a single dollar I have not accounted for, to the only people who were entitled to an
accounting. You have Dever heen able to raise any money for the Leagne. Nov can
any one else; but 1 can raise all the money I need for all the work I am doing. Please
take note of this fact, no man who hasg ever paid me a dollar, has ever made any com-
plaint but has always repeated his contributions, Every man in the movement in
N. 7. who is worth considering is with me, fias Leen from the firgt and is staoncher
{han ever my friend, in spite of you or any other malicious lars—Nothing you can
gay worries me in the Jeast. T gimply gave you a chance to play the man and you have

crawled, You poor miserable faker.
JAS R BROWN.

i e presented at the Third Annaal Conference. '

MIFFICE OF '
BENJAMIN DOBLIN . 8387 | NeEw YORK, JANUARY 22, 1817
Hew YoRK . H

o the Members of the Txeoative Conumitier
New York State Single Tax League

T GREATLY DEPLORE THE NECESSITY THAT IMPELS ME TO BRIKNG
TO YOUR ATTENTION A DISAGREEABLE MATTER THAT AR ARISEN
OUT OF THI DISCHARGE OF MY DUTIES A8 AN OFFICER OF THL
LEAGUE. T BELIDVE THAT CONTINUED FORBEARANCE MIGHT DE H ARM-
FUT, AND POSSIBLY CENSURABLE IT WILL CRRTAINLY BE MISINTER-
PRETED AND SUBJECT ME TO MORE VITUPHERATION.

THAT YOU MAY BE PERFECTLY FREE 170 DETEEMINE WHAT I8 FOR
THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE CAUSE, T TENDER TO YOU AND THE
OTHER MEMBERS OF THE DXRCUTIVE COMMITTEE MY R HSIGNATION
AR TREASURER AND EXECUTIVE SECRBTARY OF THE NEW YORK STATE
SINGLE TAYX LEAGUL

UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES I REQUEST THAT YOU SEND YOUR
DROISION ON MY RESIGNATION TO THE PRESIDENT, MR JUBEPH DANA
MILLER, 150 NASSAU STRERT, NEW YORK CiTY.

SINCERELY YOURS,
BENJAMIN DOBILIN.

Txtract from Constitution of the New York State Single Tax League,

(4.3 The Officers shail %e a President, not less than Ten nor more thaw Fifteen Fice-
Presidents; Secvetarv, Two Assistont Secretaries and o Treasurer. There shall also be not [ess
than Fifteen members appointed annually by the President, who, together with the Officers shail
constitute the Executive Commitice.

(6.) The Evecutive Commitice shail have full Authority and shall be charged with the duty
of directing and energizing the League.

In Mareh; 1914, a two-page circular leiter was mailed to the enrollment of The
New York State Single Tax League entitied “Teptative Beport on Hiate Organization.”™
T submit the second paragraph as indicative of its purport:

“The hest and most economical method of arousing public interest in this
question is by engaging a State organizer who will make numercus addresses,
visit personally all important towns, through the State, extablizgh local branches
of the State League apd arrange meetings of various kinds hefore church
organizations, clubs, schools, commercial and legislative bodies and inake a
determined effort to enlarge our enrollment by adding the mames of all un-
“attached Single Taxers.” "

This letber was accompanied by a fowrpage cireular giving “Tentative Report
on State:Orvganizer,” “Report on Collegiate Single Tax Clubg,” “High School Prize

" ﬁiG M:I?_; : Novthrup for proposed plans and budget of State

Cheartily favored by the members, we were obliged {o
-of sufficient funds. This was the sitnation when ez;rl'y in
Bm"m:, apon. hiz return from participation in the
office: and Jearning the state of onr finances, offered
rer, and raise the necessary money to establizh
f;h_e-z-_hea-gug would pay him 830,00 a week until the




He had no other commitments and I consicered it a happy solution of our prob-
lem. Here was o Single Taxer who eould do the job; it was the kind of work he
enjoyed doing and hu«! heps saged in for a long fime '

T surmised he felt cnd e could command the financial sopport to sustain the
work after it was once «tgaltwi that he oniy reguived fo he carrvied alony uotil the
firgt of the vear while he was isnsza*:ﬁii in geliciting contributions, ¥ wag dealing with
him in absolute good faith, His experience, earnestness and agsurance guicted any
doubts T might have had of his ability to make good his part of the arrangement,

The League failthfolly obgerved ity part of the agreement, When the fime came
for Me. Drown to gtavt his work, he ealmly renized. He peguired, he said, $306.00 a
week for travelling expenses and for personal compensation.

This wew and noacxpecied demand disguieted me. T sought to oxense this new
demand by assuming that T may have been in orver in 6ot correctly interpreting his
original proposition. I wantfed to belicve that he was acting on the squave. It was
an awkward sitwation.  To terminate the arrangement might provoke ill-fecling and
recrimination apd not forward the work any, bhub on the contravy, endanger foture
growth of the newly organized Htate Teagne,

Mueh, T thonght, will be overlooked if we suceeed in doing the werk and T told
him again the conditien of our treasnry—without enthusissm—we had some money
trit not sufficient to carry this disbursement long, W discussed the prospects for
ralging move money and agreed that Single Taxers while indifferent fo proposed proj-
ects, would gladly suppoert an activity i i practically demonstrated s worth.  We
hoth felt conBident that after some months in the ficld we conld readily raizse the fund

it some one would go after it

I oswas &6 anxions te continue his aetivity in the fcld for ag long a fime as
possible—so that Le would have abuondant proof of his effectiveness—ihat T heid up
all other bills and drained the treasury o keep him ont,

Appended is a statement copied from the League's accounts of pavients made fo
Mr. Brown from which it ig evident thai the $50.00 was paid veligiously until the week
of June Znd.  (Ife gpent sometime in Canada and Rhode Igland, which of conrse was
not chargeable against the New York Stale Single Tax League )

JAMER B, BROWN ACCOUNT,

1914 1915
Nov., 21..... e 30 Apr. B e, 5D
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The League offered My, Brown’s serviees ag a lecturer anywhere in the State with-
ot charge.  He was instracted, however, to collect travelling expenses and a lecture
fee, whorever possible '

Our relations are faitrly well shown by the following letters: Januvary 19th, 1915,
arifiresued 40 Jamen B Renvn, TTadel Togeraines 1(20ifaln -

To whivh the following angwor w

4§ tearn to-day thut you gol a subseription from Charlie Adams in aid of
oy work, § wonder whoether vorr got any others. I think you will agres that it
fse to mnke g couple of bifes ot the apple in the maiter of funidas
that aii
that the disbursements tan be |

swild coune o Ghie League and be cvodited on ooy books, 850

erEV accouniod for”

ved fronn Dnffalo dated Jfannary 23rd:

“He cash, I have received fwo voluntary subs, to our work, one from Syl
vester 3Malone of $10 about theeo weeks sgo which was a repetition of what he
vave fhis fims Eovear for my work in M. 50 On the last day 1 was in New
“m;l\_ﬁ after ¥ left vou, T ran i to see Adams and he, when he heard 1 was going
out, kindly came np with $L0.00 with assurances of wore a Hidtle tater on, I
atn keeping exact a/c of all 1 veceive and all wy disbursements dn connection
with this werk and will be able fo make an exact aceount of same. it the
League wishes to veliove me of any eolloction of money except whiic on the road,
T will eheerfully pszgont to being velicved., 8o far, on the vond, while T have
received gome entortaloment, T bave not received any cagh for exponses oven, in
fact, under the conditions, T don't expect it Until we can stir up Interest wo

a1

canuol expect people to oven pay ¢xpenseis.

thseriptions sl

Letier to Mr. Brown:
“25th of January, 1915.

“Regarding the two voluntary subscriptions to your work; I note iiat yon
will make a report, and that it will be incorporated as part of the activi Lieg of
the League. There is no objection, of course, to your collecting money on the
Road, in fact, you ought to keep your business eye peeled for all the financial
support in sight, so that we might nurse it along, and get results from it in the
future.

I think you will agree that the League can raise. the money easicr and in
larger amounts than you can, because we make. it part of o program, and the
work seems to merit a larger subseription ihan just one particular thing eould
command. - I agree with you that we cannot expect to reccive much financial
support from your present trip; we must.look upon it as a secd planting proeess.
I am satisfied, however, that we will get all the support necessary after our first

74

year’s activities—it is the first year’s expenses that has-me anprehensive.”

Letter from Mr. Brown:
“Buffalo, N. Y., I'ch. 26

T am writing you a detailed acconnt of each meeting since I left foe €3lean,
but I am kept on the jump day and night and find 1t hard to finish, but just
nowonlyanote. * * ¥ ¥ % ¥ &% &

The Hoeialists have not coughed up yef, but the “Twing” are hot oir (helr
teail. T got $2.00 from the church where Will heard me and also $10.00 from
ithe B of T av Lockport, but that is all as yet.”

On february 23rd, I wrote him to Buffalo:

“Mhere is no need of your sending in a detailed report of your activitics at
enee if the writing of it would consume any time and energy that had betier be
svoted to the work in the field. Reports can be made at any old time when we
ve the leisuve. While you are on the ground yon want to send in all the
{ Le that opnertonity offere, I hope von lave found o way ol Lying ap
the inferest aronsed so that i may Decome asefnl W speeading the doectrine,
have nob arvseH boon able o think o o way In which it cotld he done, bat T know
that von are evolving the plan ool of yonr experience that will furn the trick
Ciemerval propaganda s good but i §s vol nourishing unless we can (“mwt

5 faiv pereontage of it into active werkers, We ave trying o orgs nize the State
it

v in the futare

1Py "opnarl o eontinng oae foeliy

frve The nieey

ey FRaT s




withont depending upon u few big snbscribers, You sent me a paper con-
faining the advertisement si gned Jumes R, Brown, President of the Manhattan
ésmml{ fax (Nub,  This got Lnstgarten’s goat. There was no advantage to the
el i that apnouncement and it did not help the League any. Tt would have
heen jnst as effective an announcement if it had stated that you were speaking
ander the anspices of the Btale League after reciting that you were President
of the Manhattan Single Tax Club, T think you get the idea, which is that the
Btate League hag got to he put upon the map to make it an cflicient ageney for
continuous propagunds,  We have no little peity pride about the organization,
ner ig it onr purpese to exalt the name as a name; what we have in mind is the
puilding up of a real, vigorons organization that can do the work”

rom Me, Brown's letter, dated Apeil 16th, 1915
“Pnelosed find list of subgeribers up to date. As scon ag T clean np my
desl and geb a lot of work under way for upstate, I am going to give enough
time to fnanee and fix onr work for the futore securely”
Tist of subgcribers accompanying thiy letier:
J Fiuk .........518 S, Malons ... .. 325 . H, Ingergoll, . 8506

A, Weymana . ... 50 4 Walton. .. 35 John 7. Lowe. ... 120 i
W, HEyan ..., B Ogear Gelger ., 53D J. 0, Hopper. .. .. 5O 7
B e PR 15745
Jobm J. Muephy.. ... 0oL,

The amount of these subsoriptions was made tmwmediately available through the
indpess of My, Lustgarten who cashed them for the League,

Muephy and Fink subscriptions had alveady been given to the Treasurer some
time before the receipt of My, Brown's lish

e hooks show payments eredited on these sabseriptions ag follows:
paj I

Aug., 3—J. Fink...........§i0 May 28O, J. Walton......§i0
Jone t7T—W, Byan.......... B June 17— H, Ingerachl. ... 54
May 258, Malone......... 1 duly S—J. 4 Lowe........ 16
July 8— F e .. B May 28— “ R £ 1
Jane 31— ... ... .. PR 311}
doly 33— oo i

July 10—J. J. Murphy...... 20

It was a sore disappoeiniment to me that Mr. Brown's golicitations, beginning about
June 9, did nob bring us any new subseribens in addition {o those onm his April 15th
tist, though he had been in the field twe months longer when he made this eanvass.

From & letter dated April 28 from Mr. Drown, I submit this postscript:

“Ag soon as ¥ ean 1 must put in two or three weeks on finances and liek
them inte shape as wa cannot 1ide a willing hoige like Will (Lustgarten) to
death and T am sure we can raise the money if we go after it. J.”

Txtract from letier of J. H. Ward, Albany, June 4th,

“F paid J. . Brown $7.00 personally. I gave $1.€0 towards hig expenses the
Znd day.”

From My, K. J. Bheiver word came that he had given Mr. Brown a check for the
Leagne whick was not reported.  This contributor writes under date of November 16th.
“Awm handing you another check for $25.00 to take the place of the one
that was fo wome extent lost in the shuffe.” . _

My dear Doblin N. Y. City, January 19th, 1917
Replving to vour inguiry as to the circomsiances of the first subscription
I made to the lectare fund of the New Vork Siate Ringle Tax League through
My, Jawes B. Brown, My, Brown called at my office with a number of news
paper olippings showing the eharacter of the work he had been doing for the

Foommerizr mrard svmevan et ol s IR, N URETME STRA SETTY Sy Fihie T Aid 0 the ovteni of

) i‘*"“% wm;

$25.06 and asked him how the cheque should be drawn which he suid onght o
be b Als order. I drew it accordingly in that way bni on gel

Baek from the bank T noticed while it contained his enddorzen
tain the endorsement of the League, so | ingaired of Mr, Lustgarien and was
informed that the collection had mnot heen reporvied to the League

Yours truly,

(Higned) W, J, SHEIVER,

No mention was made to Mr. Drown about these two ecases. I thought it best to
wait uniil he made the promised complete detailed veport, possibly, 1 hoped, that would
contain a satisfactory explanation,

We discussed fhis gquestion of accovntability quife conclusively at the time 1
fearned he had not informed the Treagurver that he received some part of the receipts
from a debate with a seciglist i Bulfalo {gee lettor Feb, 207 where an admission feo
was charged. When guestioned about it he told me that be had ondy gob a part of 1%
and “spent it for eafs.” 1 then told him as soberly as 1 could, that that would not

“do.  All moneys collected must be veported and passed throungh the books of the

League,

After the exhaustion of our Treasury, 1 teld Mr. Brown I thought cnough had
been done to satisfy cur friends that this aciivity was effective and merited theiy
financial support; to go out and explain the splendid opporiunity and see i he could
raise the necessary finanecial support. He asked me what compensation he wag to
get. I wanted to know what he expected. He replied $30 a week, I demuvred because
I could not justify it to the subscribers; he had received that amount when he had
travelling expenses to pay. - I thought the $30.00 he had previously fixed was fair
compensation. He told me that T had no reaszon te kick becanse be would nob get
anything unless he coilected it. That appealed to me as veasonable. He might eol-
lect not more than $if 3 week and would be fortunate ipdeed if he coliecfed on the
average $10 per week. It was desirable, T thought, to get this activity before contrib-
utors. Once their support was enlisted, it might be counted upon for renewals, then

if Mr. Brown should be called by a business opportunity, er for scme other reason

to abandon the work, another could be engaged to take hix place. ¥inless there was
reasonable assurance of at least a year’s support, the choive of a ficld secretavy and
lecturer would be too limited to insure success. I suggesied 340 a week, if he col-
lected it, which he accepted.

He was fold to bring in all contributions, which wonld be promptly acknowiedged
and he would receive whatever was due him. He asscnted to fhis arvangement,

The items on the J. R. Brown’s account from June 11fh to July 27th confirms
this understanding of our arrangement,
~ Mr. Brown would come to the office on Saturday worning with one or two checks
made to the order of The New York State Single Tax League, These checks wonld
be entered upon the Treasurer’s books, acknowiledgment made to the subseriber and
cash paid to Mr. Brown to cover. We did nof, to my best recollection, ever receive
a check made payable to the order of Mr. Brown or, except as previously stated, geb a
report from him of any cash contributions,

There was no formal severanice of his connection with the League, TUntil 1 began
to call for a statement to be incinded fn the League's annnal report, he was a constant
vigitor to the office.  After dunming bim for reports, his visils ceazed without ex-
phnation—even to this day.

T hore him no i1l will,  Oar velations had been amicabie. The League's annal
veport shows that he was credited with whatever commendation was coming to hin
This veport was prepared after all my digquicting experiences. Pofelt that il was
more important to elevate the Canse fhan to depress ai individnal

My, Brown's activity was the most expensive work of the year. As oa matler
ot fact, six months of it cost more than any other activity for a whole year. 1f you




1otin No. 3, for the year ending Septembor
{0 balance Mr, Brown's expenditures.®

ae the Treasurer's Tepott in Bul
i will observe there i noth

will expmd

FALE (TN R K
his ion was due o Mr Trpown’e stubborn refusal to make a report, though ho

neennninnt and should be oue of the first to realize the necessity of reports
¢ in @ fiduciary eapacity.

ES kg # * - * * =

= Y #
er vour information I su Im:it without any additional comment the recent cor-
respondence helween w8,

=54, 600, 60-—{hig doos nol incinde any miseellanecus expenses, printing, postage, etc.

796 Lexington Avenue,
New York, N. V., Decamber 1, 1916,
AN OPFEN LETTER TO THE MEMUERS OF THE
Manmarran Bineie Tax CLub:
My, James 1 Brown has announced his candidacy for a third successgive terin as

Progident of the Manhatian Single Tax Club,
I an opposed to his re-clection,

Lot me agssure vou this opposition is hased solely upon a eongideration for the

wolfare of the cluly and the progress of onr cause,  You will agree with me, I hope,
that the club action should be directed to fhe cuitivation of harmony among its menm-
hers; that disvuptive influeneces should be disfavored.  Mr, Drown permits his personal
animosity against some members fo govern hig official conduet,  Becaose of this a
namber of Ioyal and active workers bave weased to participate in the work of the clob.

Cme who was present at the birth of the club has naturally, through years of
contipuons association, a sentimental altachment for it. Iseape from disagresable
comditions through vesiguntion is not an easy solntion for me; then, too, L belicved
hig ineumboney of the office wonld ot lasi forever, that after filling two and one-
half terms as Dresident of the Clab he ghould surrender the office. I wonld not now
ventilate the matter were it not that I desire to foreclose any futnre possible chavge
that 1 did not afford the members geverally a fair opportunity, upon information, to

determine elob eonduct,

# £ # #

% 3 L3 #* *
There is 2 matier of club policy that T wish to submit for yonr congideration and
action. The Manhattan Bingle Tax (Yol is and should be distinetly a New York City
organization ; this is a field Iarge enoigh for ity most ambitious propaganda program.,
1 do not guestion the right of a sit wzle taxer 1o apeak where or when he pleases;
on the contrary, [ belicve we shonld encoenrage individual activity, but if the Presi-
dent of the Manhattan Hingle Tax Club comptes with the New York sHiate Single
Pay Lengae, how is the League to explain to puzaled Inquirers that there is no
conflict between League and Glub?
#Me. Brown should either abandon his Siate Jechuring activity or gurrender the
presidency of the club so that he shall appeas i bis tvoe Heht, a free lance,
Phere are indications of an antipathetic feeling toward the Htate League upon
the part of the official head of the b, and 1f ke is ve-elected, I fear he swill construe

it as a vindieation of hiz attitude and a eomimission from the club membera to pesh

his feeling of hostility to the Jimit.

T wish to sabmit for vour determination the advisability of a declaration of policy
for the ¢lub te the eifect that firsi: The Manbaittan Single Tax Clab concentrate its
propaganda efforts wpon New Fork City. Second: That the Manhattan Single Tax

Olah co-onevate with the New York State Single Tax League.

[ enelosing a bwiletin deseviptive of the Leagne’'s aims and objects. Alse a

eivenlar about Mr. Morton’s activity.

Yours fraternally,

TITRIAT T & AETART. THWNOADT T
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M BERJaMIN DOBLIS,
G683 Willian Hivect,
New Yo'k City.

January 5, 1417,

Sm:

On the occagion of the Annual Eleetion of this Club, you made very serious
charges againgt me, 'True it was by jnference and insinaation, rather than by a manly
plain statement, but assault it was.

Wow I demand of you that you appear before a committee of the Clah, and make
good your charges. bBring on your proof and witnesses if you have any, and I promise
that if yom can prove that I have mis-appropriated, mis-used or mig-applied any
Single Tax money, 1 will stand ready to apologize and wake restitution,

Jannary 24ih, 8 P, M. at the Club Room, will suit me, and T trust it will snit

VO Ur CONVERIence, R
T The committee will be made ap of members of the Clab, in good standing who
were present election night m:d heard your verbal assanit. I will submil their names
ene week before the hearing.

Yours truly,

(Bigned) JAMER B, BDROWN.

A SINGLE TAXFR IS ONE WII0O WORXS BFOR TELE SINGILE TTAE

68 William Street,
‘ New York City,
Mz, Jamps R. BROWN,
Manhattan Single Tax Club,
AT West 42nd Street,
New York City.

Jannary Gth, 1915,

SR

This is to acknowledge receipt of yomrs of the Sed instant in which you demand
that I appear before a comin ittee of the Manhattan Hingle Tax Clnb—which commitice
you say vou will appoint—aind make goud my chavges against you expressed om the
secasion of the annnal election of the Club.
Vowu probably know that 1 restrained myself from saying anvihing aboot the sad
sperience I have guffered 1n my business pelations with you and your son Thig re-
pression may have given others the idea that T made seriows charges against you “hiy
inference nnd inginuation rather than by 2 manty, plain statement.”

My charge against von was stated suecinetly, and 1 ihought clearly enough, 1
charged thai you had coliccied money as the League's rvepresentative (which you

On September

anhatian Single Tax

were authorized 1o do) for which vou voefuged to make an aeconnting
tith, 1915, T weote you the following letier, addressed to the
b -




