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CA. Yes. Public institutions increase the valoe of land but net
* of commedities.  Read notes 14 and 13,
€, Cur city raises $20,000 for fire protection. s it fair to tax
{and, which doesn’t get that protection, and let houses go free
though they do get it ?

A. Is not the land worth move with your fire protection than it
awould be without 11?2 Which would be betier for the owners of
land in your city, to pay the $20,000. or to have no fire protection ?
Read notes 14 and 18,

Q. Rich man with large mansion: poor widew with small
house on same sized lot adjoining. The two pay the same tax,
Is that right ?

A, Fhere is no reason in justice why the community should not
charge poor widows as much for monopolizing valuable land as it
charges rich men,  In either case it confers a special privitege
and should be paid what the privilege is worth,  The question is
seldom asked in good faith.  Poor widows who live on lots adjoin-
ing large mansions are not numerous, and when they exist they
are simply land-grabbers. In our sympathy for these widows,
let us not forget the vast armies of widows who not only do not
live next to mansions, but have no place in the whole wide werld
apon which to rest.

(. If land and labor are equally indispensablie factors of produc-
tion, why are they not equally entitled to the product ?

A. The laborer justly owns his labor, but the land-owner cannot
justly own his land.  The question is not one of the relative rights
of men and land, but of men and men,

(3. Should act the poor man be compensated for the loss of his
land valae?

A. No. Thereasons are numerpos,  Among them are the fol-
lawing : The poer man's vights in the community and in common
property are neither more nor jess than the rich man’s.  The better
conditions for the poor man which the single tax would bring
-about would more than off-set his loss in land values. The poor
man has no land values worth speaking of.

o 0. How would you compensate the man who has bought a Jet
in order to make a home upon it, but is not vet able to build ?

A By letting him, when he is ready to build, have a Detter fot
~for nothing,  The single tax would do this by discouraging the

cornering of land which now makes all good lots scarce.  When.
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The text, notes and charts of this little volume were
first published in 1894, under the title of COutlines of
Peost's Lectures.” Having designed the charts for
teaching and lecturing purposes, I was then using them .
before audiences throughout the United States and
Canada, in illustration of lectures on the Single Tax,
Absolute Free Trade, the Labor Question, Progress and
Poverty, the Land Question, the Elements of Poelitical
Economy, Sccialism and Hard Times.  As explained
in the original preface, the “Outlines” gave neither the
substance nor the arrangement of any of those lectures,
but 1t did contain the leading points of all. To make
the points homogensous, however, they were adapted
to ong of the lectures—that on the Single Tax,—an
arrangement which makes it possible now, in issuing a
second edition, to use the new title here adopted, and
thus to enable the book to announce itself to the public
as an expositor of the single tax. The textin large
type is a connected and very brief explanation of the
subject.  Read with reference to the charts, it may
be vnderstood without recourse to the notes; and it is
recommended that the notes be disregarded upon first
reading, as likely to distract atiention from the text.
But upon second reading of the text, the notes as

they occur may be advantageously referred to for - :

the elucidation of points which, from conciseness of
statement in the text, may still be obscure to readers™

unaccustomed to economic thought. Such readers will’
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be further assisted by the answers to questions in the
appendix. The questions there collected embody the
substance of all questions put to me in the course of a
lecturing experience of three years in every part of the
country, and are, 1 think, fairly representative of the
questions nsually asked about the single tax,
Lovis F. Posr.

Chicago, August 1, 18go.
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1. Progress and Foverty,’ book i, ch. if.

2. Is “ Progress and Yoverty,” book viii, ch. {v, Henry George speaks of ** the
eifect of substituting tor the manifold tazes now imnposed, o singde fnx on the value
of land" bul the term did net become a distinetive name untif 1888,

The first general movement aleng the fines of * Progress and Poverty " began
with the New York City slection of (886, when Henry George polled 68,110 votes as
an indepesdent candidate for tiayor, and was defeated by the Democratic sandi-
date, Abram 5. Hewett, by a plurality of oniy 22,442, the Republ

Following that elec

formed, whic the Syracuse Conventlon in August, 1887, by the withdrawal of
the Socialists, came to represent the ceniral idea of = FProgress and Poverty ' as
distinguished from the Socialistic propaganda which wutil then was identified with
it Colneldent with the ovganization of the Usnited Labor Party the Anti-Poverty
Soeiety was formeed; and the two bodiss, one representing the political zad the
oiher the religions phase of the ides, worked wegather until President Clevoland’s
tariff nessage of 1837 appeared.  In this me ge My, (Georg w the timid be-
ginnings of that open strugyle between protection and free trade to which he had
for years looked forward to as the political movement that must culinate in the
abolition of all tases save those upon land values, and he responded at once to
the sentiments of the message. But many protectiooisis, who had followed him
becanse they supposed he was a land naticnalizer s now broke away from his load-
arship, and the United Labor Party and the Anti-Poverty Society were soon
practically disselved. Those who understood Mr. Goorge's: position regarding
the land guestion readily acquissed in his s 1o polideal policy, and a
comsiderable movement resitited. whick, howewer, far some time lacked an iden-
dfying name.  This was ihe sitoation when Thomas G, Sheaninan, Esq., wrote for
the Stenderd an article on tazation in which he ilustrated and advocated the
fand value tax 25 a fiscal measure.  The article had baen submitted without a
caption. and Mr. Georgs, then pditor of he Stamdard, satitled it * The Single
Taz.” Yhis title was at once adopied by the ' Genrge men,” as they were often
called, and has svar since served as the name of the movement It describes.

1V. Coxcrusion, - - -
APPENDIX :
Brier AnNswers 0 TyPICAL QUESTIONS,

E
|
j




! FTHE SiNGLE Vasx

Under 1ts operation all classes of workers, whether
manufactarers, merchants, bhankers, professional men,
clerks, mechanics, farmers, farm-hands, or other work-

ing clas would, as suck, be wholly exempt.  [f is

only as men own land that they would be taxed, the tax
of each being in proportion, not to the area, but to the
value of his land.  And no one wonld be compeiled to
pay a higher tax than others if his land were improved or
used while theirs was not, nor if his were better improved
or better used than theirs,” The value of its improve-
ments would not be considered in estimating the value of
a holding ; site value alone would govern.*  1i a site rose

Though ¢ the singhe tax ™ is the English form of * UMmpot unique,” the name
of the French physiccratic doctrine of the eightesnth contary, the names have no
historieal connection, and they stand for different {de

3. Whaen ity remembered that some land in citi
an acre, that a siall building lot 10 the business center of even a small village is
worth more than 2 whole field of the best farming land in the neighborhood, that
a few acres of ceal ar iron tand is worth more than great groups of farms, that
theright of way ol a railroad company throagh 2 thickly setfled district or batween
imporiant peints is worth more than iis rolling stock, and that the value of work-
ingmen’s cottages io the suburbs iy trifling U comparison with the valve of city
residence sites, the absurdity, if not the dishonesty of the plea that the single tax

ars and small home owoers and in favor of the

1 miltions of doHlars

wonld discriminate against £
vick is apparent. The bad falik of ihis plea is empliasized when we sonsider
of taxafion the farzaer and e pour homs owner

s upon Improsement, foed, clothing, and other

that tmder existing s
are porspelled o pay
objects of consameption, wach wore than the fail annual vaine of their bare land,

4 The differenice between site value and improvement value is maoch more
definite than it is often suppesed to be.  Even in what would sesm at first to be
most confusing ¢ sily distingaished. I in any example we imagine
the complete d uction of 211 the improvements, we may discover in the remain.
ing valoe of the property-—in the price it would after such destroction fotch in the
real astate markat-the value of the site as distingoished from the value of the
improveraents, This residumin of valoe would be the basis of computation for
levying the single tax.

The distinction is freguently made in bosiness life. Whenever in the course
of ordinary business alffairs it becomes necessary to estimate the value of a bailding
lot, or to fix royalties for mining privileges, no difficulty is cwperienced, and
substantizl justice is dome.  And thongh the exigencies of business seldom requirs
the site valne of an fwproved farm to be distingnished from the value of s
Improvements, yet it could doubtless be done as easily and justly as with city or
mining property. Usimproved land attached to any farm in gnestion, or unin-
proved land in the neighborhood, if similar in ferdility and lacaiion, wonld furnish
a suficiently accurate measure. it neither existed, the valoe of the contiguous
highway wonld always be available.

R s -

G

THE SINGLE TAX LEFINED, &

int the market the tax would proportionately increase; if
that fell, the iax would proportionately diminish.

The single tax may be concisely described, therefore,
as atax upon land alone, in the ratio of value and irre-
spective ol Improvements or use,

ft should not be forgotren that land for which the demand is so weonrk that it
site value cannct he s ¢ distinguished from the vaine of 3 provements,
certain to be land of but little value, and almost certain o have oo valug at a1l

The objsction that the value of land cannot be dist guished froms the value of
its mprovements is amony the most Sivelous of the winestions that bave besn
rafsed to the single tax by poople with whom the wish that it may bs ihpracticable
is father to the thought that it really is 5o,
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FHE SINGLE TAX AS A FISCAL REFORM

Drireer ann Inpreeer Taxarion
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PHDIRECY TAXATION, X

Indirect taxation costs the real tax-payers much
more than the government receives, partly because the

middlemen through whose hands taxed commodities
pass are able to exact compound profits nupon the tax®

and partly on account of extraordinary expenses of

it was maintained at their sxpense; and instend of heing a

suppoit i chey kt
e ong of the strongest

reason for continuing indirect taxation, would, if fru
of Teasons for abolishing it. It is consistent neither with the plainest principlas
of democracy oy the simplest concaptions of morality.

8. A tax upon shoss, paid in the first instance by shoe manufacturers, eniers
ipto manufactavers’ prices, and, together with the nsual rate of profit upon that
amonpt of investment. is recoverad from the wheiesalers, The tax and the mano-
faptarers’ profit upon it then constitube pad of the whol price and are
coliected from retallers.  The retailers in turn sollect the tax with ail intermediate
profits upon it together with theie usual rate of profit upen the whole, from final
purchasers— e coansamaerns of shioss.  Thus whal appears on the surfacs w bea
zax npon shoe mannfaciurers proves upon exal ination to be an indirect taz upon
shoe conswmers, who pay in an acenmulation of profits apee the tax considerably
more than the government receives

The sffect would be the same if a tax upon their leather output were imposed
apos fanner Tauners would add to the price of Yeather the amouat of the tax,
plas thelr wsual rate of vrofit upon ke investment, and collect the whole,
togsther with the cost of hides, of transportation, of tanning and of selling, from
shine mannfacrarers. who woild collect with their profit from retailes who would
sollect with their profit fron: shoe comsumers.  The principle applies also when
taxes are levied upon the stock or the sales of merchants, ot the moneys or cradits
of bankers: merchants add the tax with the osual profit to the prices of their
goods, and bankers add it to their interest and discounts.

oy exateple, 2 tax of o000 upon the ontpet of mannfacturers oy lmporters
world, at 10 per cent. as the manufacturing profit. cost wholesalers Si1o,000; 2t &
profil of 1o per cent tv wholesalers it wonld rost retailars $rzuoo, and atb 2o per
gent. profit to retailers itwould Gaally jmposs a tax burdan of $148,300 ~being 23
Upon mnst commbdites the

per cant. more than the government wonld get
ost as much as

number of profit ceeds thres, so thit indin taxes Frequently ¢
oo per pent. even when lnposed only npon what are commerciaily known as
finished poods; when imposed npon mate ials also, the cost of colleation might
well run far above soe per cent. in addition to the first cost of maintaining the

machinery of asation.
It roust not be sapposed. bowevar, that the vresovery of indivect taxes from he
wltimate consmners of taxed goods s arbitracy, When shoe manufacturers, of
ces, or hankers add them to interest, it is

tanners, or merchants add tases (o
aot because they might do othersise but choose to do this; it 38 becanse the

exigencies of trade compel them.
men who carry on competitive businesses must on the average sell thalr gouds at
cost plus the ordinary rate of profit. or go out of business. It follows that any
increase of cost of production tends o increase the price of products. Now, atax
upon the cutput of busin men, which they must pay as a condition of doing their
business, is as truly part of the cost of their output a is the price of the materials
they buy or the wages of the men they hire. Therefore, snch a tax npon busingss

Manufacturers, merchants, and other trades-
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less of benefits feceived, is in accord with no principle of
just government: it js g deviee of piracy. The single

tax, therefore, as the only important tax in Proportion to
benefits, is the idea] tax,

But here we encounter two plavsibie objections.
One arises from the mistaken but common notion that
men are not taxed in proportion to benefits unless they
Pay taxes upon cvery kind of broperty they own thar
comes under the protection of government; the other
is founded in the assumption that it ig impossible to
measure the value of ihe public bencfits that each
individual enjoys.  Though the first of these objections
ostensibly accepts the doctrine of taxation according (o

where land has a high value. Thisis due to the fact thar the cost of gelting goods 1o
places of tow iand valug, distant villages for example, is greater thag :q canters,
which ars places oEhigh tand valge, Sometimes it is true that prices for Some,
things are higher where land valups are high. Tiffany's goods, for instance, may
be more expeusive han goods of the same guality at a store op g less exponsive
site.  But that is not due to the higher Jand value; it is bacayse the dealer hag a
reputation for technical koowiedge and honesty (or has berome a fad Among rich
people), for which his customers are witling 1o pay whether his store js on 4 high
priced lot or 5 low Priced one.

Thoughland valne has no efect upon the wrice of poods, it iy casier 1o sell ponds
in sowe locations than in others, Therefore, though the price and the profit of
zach salebe the smne, or even fess, in good locations than 1 poorer ones, aggregate
receipts and aggregate profits are moeh greater at the gond locgtion, And it is ot
of this aggresate, and por out of each profic, that et is paid. For e waimple: A
cigar siore on 2 tHhwroughtare supples 2 certain ynality of sigar for fiftesn sents.
On 2 side street the sarue quality of cigar can be bought ne cheaper,

tndeed, the
cigars there are Bikely to he POOTE, and therefore re

ally dearcr.  ve: groand
rent on the thoroughiare is very high compared with ground rent un the side
sireet. How, then, can the first dealer, he who Pavs the high gronnd rent, atfofd
to sell ag good or betrer cigars for fiftaen cents tham bis competitor of the low
priced location? Slmply becanse he is able to make g0 Wmany mare sales with o
given cuatlay of tabor anid capital in o given time that his afETegate proft is greater,
This is due to the advantags of his location.  And for thai advantape he Pays a
premiwn in kigher ground remt. But that Premiam is not ohy rged to smokers; the
competing dealer of the side street protects them, 1t represents the greater ease,
the lower cost. of dofog 35 upon the site for which it §s
paid; and if the state sh \ axation, the
loss would be finally borne by the owner of the advantage which attaches to that
site—by the landlord. ADy attempt to shif it o wnant or burer would be
promptly checked by the competition of neighboring b cheaper land,
YA land-tax, levied j proportion 1o the reny of land, and varying with every
variation of rent, is in effect a tax on reat: and 2s such 4 tax will no apply to that
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3 THE Sinoes Tax Farg N PrROVORTION Th Bengrres,
Lo perceive that the single tax would justly measare
the value of government se

Service we have only to realize
that ihe mass of individuals everywhere and now, in
rayirg for the land they use, actually pay for govern-
ment se what they recejve, He
! government must UsE
He cannot carry land from
At is poor to where i js goud ; neither
Carry it from where the Lenehits of good govern-
ment are {few or enjoyed wich difficulty to where they are

rvice in proportion to
who would eujoy the benefits o
land within its jurisdiction,
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can he
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cent, on the land valge, )

Total tax levy, May
Net ground «

Lt cost Thery Lo pay the: owners of the Tand of Boston
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ation to secare a just distribrition of the poblic burdans ‘hich I sannot take the
Space to enter into here. Therg is good reason to betl also that Jands in the
city of Boston Are asseesed to guite an T able exient balow their fair warket
value.  As ap indication of this see an aditorial in the Boston Zarify Adveiiives
for Get. 3.1893, undor the title, * Their Gwn Figoras. - T
The vacant fands, marsh lands. and flaes in Boston were valyed by the assess-
ors in i89a {page 3 of their annua] o POrE) af §52. 712,600, 1 balisve tha N
sents not more Gty “enE. G5 thelr trie 1oarkat valne,
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Now, the economic |
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pants enjoy.  To tax them alore, therefore, is not to

diseriminate against them: it 1s to charge them for what
. o 18

they get.

18, Fake for il tion two tawns, one of oxcellent government and the other
of ineflicient governm bat i 2l other respects alike. Sappe

€ ¥Ou aie hunting
for a place of residence and find

a suitable site I the town of good BOVEITLMent.
For stnplicity of illastration let us suppose that the fand thers is ot sold cutright
but is let upon grovnd rent. Yow et the swher of the lot yon have selected and
ask him his terins. He replics:

“Two hundred and fifty dnllars a year'!

“Tawe hundred and tollars 2 vear! ™ you exclaim. Why, I cun get jnst
as good a site in thay other tewn for o hundred dollags a yaar.s

Y Certainly you can,” he will sav.  * But i you boild a bouss there and it
catches fire 3t will burn down: they have no fire d partment.  H oron go out
after davk you will be *held g’ wnd robbed; they have no police foreo.  IF Fa
rids out in the soring, your cairiage will stick in the mod up to the hibs, and if you
wallk you may break vour legs and will be ucky i you
kave no street pPavements and their ralks are fi;m;zerous;'ly uut of repair,
When the moon doesn’s shine the ars in darkness, for they have no sireet
fights, The water you need for your house you must get from a well; there is po
water stpply there,  Now in our town it i differs spleadid fire
departinent, and the best palice force 15 the world. pucadarmized
ard lighted with ¢lectricity; our sidewalks sre always in first class repair; we
have a water system that equals that of N York: and in every way the public
It is the best governed town in all this
region.  Isn'tit worth a hundred and ffey
bere than over in that poorky guvertied tov

don't break vour neck they

Bengiits o this town are unsurpassed,

Narg a year inore for = huilding site

You recognize the a vantages acd agres to the erms,
Bat when your hogse is il and the asses

its you officially, what wonid
be the conversation it your sense of the fines

s of things were Dot warped by

familarity with false spstems of tasation?  Wonld 3t net be semething lke what

fotlows?
Y Heow much do rou rogard shis hosse as worth? © asks the assess
“ What is that to yon? ™ you inguoire.
“ Lamthe town assassor and 1 am about to appre
“Am I o be taged by this town?  What for? "
“ What for? ” echoes the assessor in surprise. ' What for?
Ppratected from fire by our magnificent fire department ¥ Are you not protected
from robbery by the best palice farce i1 the world? Do yow vot have the use of
imacadamized pavements, and good sidewalks, and eleetric sireet Hehis, and a first
class water supply ¥ Don't yon suppose these things cost something 7 Ang don's
you think you ooght to pay your share 77 :
“Yes,” you answer with mere or lass calmne “I do have the benefit of
these things and | do think that 1 ought to pay my share toward supporting them,
Baut { have already paid my share for this year. 1have paid it to the owner of this
fot.  He charges me two hundred and fifty dollars & vear—one handred and ity
doilars more than I should pay or he coubd get but for those vary benefits. S has
solected iny share of this year's expense of maintaining town Unprovements: FOu
go and collect from him. I you do sot, but jnsist upot collectng from me, 1 shall
be paying twice for these things, once to him and once to you; and he won't he

your property for taxation.

iz not your Rouge

“ave stated best by He

e 21
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CONFORMITY TG GRuERAL PRINCIPLES m:l I, m::{}ml
ffh cine le tax contorms most closely tot e ess 0t !
e j 1 - Gmith's four clasgical wamms, whic

by L nry George'” as follows: o
blic revenues can be 1415{»,:‘
st conform to the follow-

principle

The best tax by Wk.mfhl plu o
e evidently that which will clos
ing condifions:

g upoen produc-
+.  That it bear as lig

Wil s mosalble
htly as pos general

increase of the
Lk the increase O neral
t be paid and the commamty

i co as least to che
tion-—so as leas - check
fand from which taxes mas
. 3 20
aintained. . N
e That it be easily and (,hiﬁpl}t(
- ; : uliimate
ctly as may be upon the ukh ¢
- directly as may e beseible
?;150 irorg the peaple as little 4.{7 z%)m
o .. p o
what it yields to the government. o e the Teast opper
That 1t be certaln——s v st o
ity 1 rli ranny Or corruption on the jpa;iil o1 o 01;
mlzllt{ ‘Gl Zt tcn{ptation to law-breaking and eve
and the least le : >
A K-DATETS. '
. art of the tax-paye o .
the pa That it bear equally—50 ;@ ‘;fmgé ve ne
adv;x:tagc or put any at a disadvar

with others.™

collected, and fall
payers—ao as to
in addition to

FAls) citizen and
comparﬁid

qves thesame
x 3 oh b derives ihe
(i e rasking money ot of thewm, althoug
avipe at all, but wall e e

PAFIRE { £oqips thers in all other o pects t!m Lo’ .
e ad Poverly, ook viil, che m.f & asin, He statse as
oon ; smith's sth AR s .
gt dam Smith’s fourih ‘ ' o et

AN Erived as both e take oot and t© ke R °
eibie 5 i aphove what it brings inw
or keep out of the
casnry in

" e SECOR
o, L is ibe 5¢ A
. o Eyery tay oupht to be 60 0 M
¥ as little as possibh ¢ & shove
& tax ey either iake O boen .
) it brings inm the public
= ii oy
Tesondly, b way abstruct ﬁué 11.\:11.: S of
- ! fin anches of business.
E fing to certain brang 108 sich
e ai multitades While it obliges
¢ mmnd it -
haps destroy some i the funds

follows: : e
the pockets of the peeple
the public treasury of the state.
pockets of the paople

r ing Ways:
the four following 3 -
and discourage thew from . o
aintenance and e'mpioyma?m 10 g :
it may thas diminish or Be
it may :
asily o do s0.

2 over and

peoplie,
roight give
the people to 0ay " re & i e
which might enable theu mol Adam Smith’s fourth maxim. i

memie ioihe firsl part of N T a
This i the firsl Pt st the pookets of e people more h
oL h E

which he co-
n it hrings into
21,
demns 2 tax that takes
e,
1 A @il Y,
the public ireasily o
fz This is Adam Smith's becand" S bes
b 1vi is e 4 to pay Ong
- oh gach individual is bound % ‘ .
which et oy sanney of payinent, the quat D neraiss
e ot & to every other person. Wher o
. o ;: # the tax gatherer.
51 ] rar of the fie
‘e pr kess in the pow . ; . !
i He states it as follows: < The stui;
ds the support of the goverminent 4

e states it ag foliows_: e T]zi’;rtix
ortain and aot arbitrary. i)e
atity o be paid, ought all to be

maxin.

time of payien v .
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, gt to the xS pl r

Aamw Smith’s first masih.

wsht to sontribute towar
=
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avery person subj
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WHE SINGLE TAX

q. Imterfevence qith production.
Indirect taxes tend to check production and cause
by obstructing the processes of production.
n as they work, das they do business,
2 But the single tax,
n amount tegard-

gearcily
FThey fall upon me
as they mvest capital productively.

ch must be paid and te the same i

whi
or plays, of whether he

less of whether the payer work
invests s capital productively or wast
he uses his land for the most productive
removes all fiscal penalties
production

es 1t, of whether
purposes” of in

lesser degree or notat all,
from indastry and thrift, and tends to leave

Jble in proporiion e their respective abilities, (hat is to say, W
. yevenue whick they respactt gly enjoy under the protection of
of goverprasnt 1o the individaals of a great nation is like

nt fo the jeint tepanis of a
ive inter in the estate. In

ts what is called the equality of

pearky as poss

sense of manzg great esials, who are all
piribute in proportion 1o fhair resp

the chserviation o neglect of this IARED COBSIs
ineguality of gaxation.”’

1n changing this " hook viil oh B

Progress and Poverty,
smes as enjoyed | ynder the protection ot
oh the equal tazation of all species of
¢ iz equally protec 2 Iy the state
made possitle

cotpinonty 1o sted upon--that I
Adently that the grjuyment of property i
and maintained by the community,

L Now, of what values 1s

s of this idea i

by the state-—that thers
Ted upow t0 mest comMunily CApENs
ae thpt dogs Tob & until
th of

s a vales orgated
Iy iy jusily cal
of the value of land. This i3
L and that, nniiks oiper values, grows wicl the gro

& as the comouinity axi s peain the largest

calpable, would have 1o value at all,  With every

of lund rises; vpary decieans it falls. This

¢ fhings which, like the ownsrship of land, are i their

the comini
comarnn

o of popniatdon the value
15 trae of nothing else
s brs TOTORG)
Adam Smith's third manim rafers ondy o conveniency of payment and gives
@ tavation. which is in sonflict with the pringiple of his

sonntenancs o indires
ge properly wxcindes it

fonrth mast
sy Tasation which falls upon the pro o production inLETposes AL

artificial obst Tuxation which falis upon laber @f it
ig gxerted, wealth ated, will manifestty

tand to discour
amount levied
ased vrodustively of ppredustive
geaste, e Progriss aud Pogeriy, book 2

2 1 is oominon, besides tazing pprovement
levy higher taxes wpob Land when pal o its best ust than when put partinl wse
This s upon the theory that when his land is used the owner
can afford to pay high tases; but that he gots little or

slg 10 the crandon of wealkth.

it nsed as capital land s it is enitiv

werfally than taxation 1o the same

work or play, wpon waalth whether

ty, or upon land whether cultivated of lgtt
el T

o as fast a5 they are made, 0

production wach more po
upon laborers whether they

o7 10 Bo use 8t all.
gets full ineowme from it and

WHE CANONS OF TAXATION 3

free, 1t therefore conforms more closely than indirect
taxation to the first maxim quoted above

b Cheapuess of Dollection.

Indirect taxes are
‘ re KOS 4re passe ; §
et T : ; sed along from first payers to
final cons. ‘ hrough reany exchanges, accumulating
1 pum profits as they go, until they take encrmous
sums from the people in addits . ‘
15 from the people in addibion to what the government
recerves.”™  But the =1 ‘ :
lgui Bt the single tax takes nothing from the
eople 1 eXcess ¢ f
pl i ) eXCess of the tax. 1t therefore conforms more
C _. f 2 - [ s - i i . .
osely than indirect taxabion to the second maxim
gquoted above, | 1
e. Certainiy.
- o (?ﬂ}(,i tax, direct or indirect, conforms so closely
to the third maxi et ; ‘ s .
he third maxim.  ““Land lies out of dooys.” 1ltcan
ot be hidden; it cannot be “acadentally” overlooked
no income when the land is out of use, and so cannot afford to pay much. 1t 1
2y -h. isan

absurd bty Iy legitimate illust
according to ability to pay.

ion of the pretentioss doctrine of taxation

Examples are AIEHLE,
ooty mmtij{;ﬁ? un_\su,;:n’l)s'..: 'I[-{I'l_'li'l.)'v‘t‘:d huilding lots, and even those that are
e Tand bt o e.-:;;]']:‘.l;ﬂ !;.&.:u;t ¢ taned moss than costigaon zd and'
B ]:im!, ‘1;.(&!;]1,:{]; jij; e a1 for building purposes and equ 1y val-
e UPCUW; ; ;h-.-.' : Lo -ifmd. and sugar land are as a role taxed -'n'mre
soos, thonat ti;é 1-,3;,; | ;—E-.)J: ‘ ;l i’i;{ﬁpf%te use than when lying idie or put to inferior
a{)!:ropriu; use i mfis‘ VHL u.l.same, jﬁ)r.}y seriaus proposal to put fand to it
26, Al L ::Z:J’H ] a.[frlcs‘! ;s 2 signal for incy ing the taz upon itj °
- ._ 1es upon hings of unfised quantily increase prices et i 4
oourse of exchange are shif 3 i ’ e BT N
;mpg:e );L:L!..’t:i;(;;:)::i. i‘.e:a}. ?l’u!i] selier 1o buy moreasing {1& Lhe.;-* Ef_id H;EI;;
e the e {,0 tbc.b.o.l:m: t.ae:’d‘ ;}S. ‘has been often attempted, the leader w%!i
b It the bocrower ul;m;it K A_En-z_ T.li!:“. borrower musi Ay it or not abiain the
e e 5 ey m ‘us tasiness, he in his turn moast get back the tax
e it ‘; A 'Lh-,lxl‘-,h::' becosnes anprofitabla. 1 we Impose a taxz
T W;l;i,c.uc a:ssi,ra of: bfn]dmgs s t fimally pay i, for the {iroftinn ‘;};
oot a;d (];8 t;:::;i::i bx;;l(:;:gi rlems become hkigh enough to pay éh;-‘ reg{uk:r
e F sid s MO mposs & AN UpPoR ulimEﬂ'achu‘csﬂc);' i te
upon whom lhﬂ.:ax :Gii;:\::f‘i 'l }fﬂ ri:t:{zlcr to the consymer. Now, the Cl!:lsumer‘
o o ely fzlls, muost not only pay the amount of the i.a‘:’
ety he_l_wq ‘1_1_1:{:0‘\1[&: ‘Eo eve}‘y aue whoe has thus advanced i——for pxcn:i;
o i the ?a!,;hil hj u,@:a 11% pa}’mgﬂ taxes is as much required by each deal
i e sapits « has advanced in paying for ds. " — r‘ : o
erly, hool widd, o, FE, swbd. 2. v Roots: frogress and foo-




24 THE SINGLE TAX.

Nor can IS valoe be serionsly isstated,  Meithet
ement 1OY G'varﬂppfaéscmcnt o any im-
ossible without the coOMMIVANce of the
25 0f a ncighborhood

under-appras
portant degree 18P
whole community.” The land valus
of common rnowledge. ANy intelligent
every other intel-
There-

are matfers
resident cait pastly appraise them, and
jgent resident can fairly test the appraisement.
fore the tyranny; corruption, fraud, favoritisnl, and
evasions that ate g cominonl in ot
taxation of imports, manulactures, HCOmes,

propettys and buildings—the calues of which, evel when
Lstinctly mat-

the object jeself cannot be hidden, are S0 L
e special knowledge that gnly experts cap
f the question if the
| methods.™

snpection with ths
personal

ters of mint
farrly appraise them —would be out ©
single tax Were gubstituted for existing fisca

ot at present, and wllured o in note

27, The amder»u;npmisan’aenis s COF
a5, are pgssﬁ.hle pecauss he comTnnity jamorant of the jast principles of taEatie,
qnmive at then. Under-appr

they are distinctly recogin rarl, bl

d rpi grimes on ihe part ot
¢ thonghl cragarded whi 10t
W upon, by thy peopl slvis. s due 1o the dishon-
Tt the viclons doctine thai peopie puglit

ast ideas tipn that are taugh
s pay taxes s croording o theic ability, give way to the honest priniple that they
should pay in pmpm‘iim\ 1o the bene ce, 2 benelits, 2% WE have
cod by the lapd walues EY oW1,

2fool the comnunity respect of the

they 1¢
already soet, &% 1neast and under-appra soTniDE

ol iand wonld ceass. No assessny Calh b
ot

valne of the tand weithin his
And, with the cessation of £ spgral pndey-appra
wal appraisements wonld also cease- General npder-app epnenl foste?s unfair
ndividual a;n-:rais;e.’.meuts. I land were generally appraised at its full valhue, @
¢ notair app ygeraent wonld stand oot jo such celigf that the crime '}
the assessor would be cxpossd, Bt pow if aman's jand is appr:zisod at higher
on than bis neighboe's 64 adly vatuable land, and he complains of the o~
1 affectual lenced with & warning that his fand i
appraised at. auvhow, and if be makes 8 fuss his
To complain farther of the defelent taxation of

jsements favaritism in individ-

particala

waluall
fairnoss, he s prompthy 29
worth much more than it &
appraisemcni will be ingreased.

ite the imposition of 4 higher tax upoeh himset.

fis peighbor 18 12 v
Haioty of the single tax B

28, Ifyou wish to test the merits in poiot of cet
coraparsd with other taxes. g0 o @ real estaie agent in your CcoTIEn Rty andd,
puilding lot npoet Ihe map, ask him its valoe. M he ingquires abowt
t T to dgnore eI 1jewill be able atonce to tell you
o twenty other agents their estimales ik}
will have left his office.

showing him @
he "unpmvemems. instrac
what the lot 15 worth,  And if you 89 1
erinlly vary irom his. Yet none of the agenls
the valae frow the size and Jocation of the ot

him the valoe

npot mat
Rach will bave interred
PBut suppose when vou Show the map L0 the first agent you ask

THE CANONS OF TAXATEION

d. Fguality.

in conforming to the
.t o fer;mng to the fourth maxim, the single tax
B % TRFaN e i 3 ' ‘ o
3EALS !mm‘{. aqually—that 15 to say, more jastly-—than
any otner 1as s . : X oo '

; y otl tax. It is the only tax that falls upon the tax
fﬂyu 1};1 proportion o the pecnniary benefits he TECEIVeS
rom the qlie # and i - eating it

: the public;® and its tendency, accelerating with
the increase of the tax, 15 1 : e the fi
the a5¢ ax, is Lo leave to every one the full
fruit of his own productive ente 1s€ ; -

ctive enterprise and effort.®

of the land wad s PEOVETIENES g owill & ¥ g annol LIvE a0 a5t
E2cant NP EOVEHLENE 210 1 teli you that he canmd
¥ 1 E eh L 1l gTVE
B

ygte uniil he examines SRFLTVIY
e ) ines the improvements.  And i it is the highly 1
¥ SA yypar he will eogs taildi . - ‘b N
T !1 fe with sneage baildiog experts o a 13 m‘; ’ ; dm{'ﬂ
s to inciude the value of " ) o Y
& value of the contents of the building, he wwould lsjll 5;0”
’ aldyng, Do W el A
cos ' ! A Kveryeen, dealers in fornlture :
prica i wnd jewelers.  Should you prog e e
alue of the oo 5 incoine, the 1 throw
if

L incinding artist
. ; se that e also inclhude the
hout the #id of an army of nt wonld throw up Jis haods 0 despeir
e an army of experis the ageni shonbd 1w it
estimates would be as ¥ e
e owner of the pr :
s owner of the property the lower as a proportion
; Ftion

Mow twrn the real est . s LGS srohably be
e real estale agent into an & ° probabiy be.

with muoch great sgor. and is it not plais that he
L S X PR reater certainty and che )
conbd apprs the value of all kinds of P:m iainty and cheapness than he

would appraise lapd values

; Wit 2 E 1 3
‘F:L gight fairly make overy appraisernent s o plotay bt -
Bath T .

And there would be no material di
Farms 18 af @ boilding Yot
gomueky call, without L

du desk at ihe town

wen 1F n T - H

e it the property In guestion were a
w10 2 frming
of anv farm there: wher i o the land
farm there; whereas it would be impossible for hi i of (ho tard
ments, stool, produce, s e

2y, The bene

altaches eyl

) sl fopr
" P 4 : & il 1% TV
ete., without at least inspecting them e
trem.
rament are i
¥ ire met the only publin bengiits whose value

Bt e eloprent fram whatover CausSe
tand-owners ar H B e ot 1 o =

& g are akble. B PET 3 o \Usur i :
e «:E ;Lble. o maintain ownsrship of land and througk :h & Lﬂﬂ“'m b
pesuniary benelits of ady T o gl that b0 enoy 99
peciary lL‘ of advancing sosial conditions, government oo tH s e
e e i BrrAREE h 3, PROVErs s1Y OIS 3 i3
s el u.n v the peoaniary benefits of good government, b i o
ary beng of progress i gesteral goverent bt e peeni

Here are Lwe y of :
2 are v men of egual incom
» > U omes--that of i

e hioln e : : at of the ons derived 3
e sontet bor, that of the other from rent of tand. s is justil i
qaally oo 3 the BxRens 1 . W v
r !) sotribute to the expenses of the sta Evidently n ) 'l}'lii o

s one represouts wealt 3 CEE ‘ et .
fho or (._mf_ o 5 sw](, A0t he ereates and adds to the general wealth of t:rmmB o

1] o3 il e . il 1 | ’ - .y :
the inoe & nm‘u represents nersly wealth that he takes from t e orat
stock, returning nething. Prrpgress ol Foverty, boes ; 7 o the gepent

Fapewty, doek wifd, oh, 700 subal i




26 THE SINGLE TaX

1. THE SINGLE TAX AS A SOCIAL REFORM.
Bot the single tax 15 more than o Tevenus systert,
5 in this respech, they are but m-

{rreal as are its merit
a social reform.™ And the

cidental to 1ts character as
f some social reform, simple in method

nrgent need ©
acter, iis apparent from the evi-

but fundamental i char
dent increase of poverty with increase of wealth.

The geasral manifestations of poverty are S0 com-
t even good men logk unpon itas d providcntial
nabling the rich 16 drive camels through
n virtue of organ-

mon tha

provision for e
acedles’ eyes DY exercising the moder
ized giving.® Iis acute manifestations 1o

recurring

a1, There ars twa classes of single tax advorates, Fhose who advocatailas?
ceform taxation along, regardless of ity effecis upon social adjustments, are
called o single as WeN fignited s those who advecate it Doth 2s @ orTn i LERE
tion and as the mode vf securing equal rights 16 1and, are calied single tax Mmen
wolimited.”
3z, Mot 211 charity is contempiible. Those ©
shat individoals suffer. hastes L& their velief, des
That kind of ob anty is neighborlipess:
ry to make it tlve. ot organs
it ig ot love.

srable people, who, knowing
rve tho rospett and affection
they Teceive 31 ds love, And perhaps in
modert ircwnsianoes Or AT ation i% ne
cherished social jpstitution is a Aifferent {hing.
A selfishness, at the bottom of
the pooT

ized charity as 3

3¢ inspived by love; 1t L simply sanct

& blagphemons notion that in the CORGNY of God
H aven by alos-giving.

v eomLin aally fall. preaking

nor 18§
awhich will be tound th
are to b foraver with us that the rich may gain he
Suppost & nolein the sidewalk into which

their arms. their egs, and soinetimes their necks. &

geople who, withont ihought of themeelves, wenl s the relief of the sufferers,
binding the broken lirnbs of the lving. and decently Bbursing the dead. Butwhat
fhose who, Whin see one proposed o A11 up the bole to preve®

showld we say of t
surther suffering. shonld say, ©* Oh, you woustn't Bl ap that hole!  Whatever inthe

world shonid we charitable people do to be saved ¥ we had no broken legs and

arms to bind, and 0o wroken-nacked people to bury R
(3% some kinds of charity it has been well said that they ars
righteousness which makes us give to vthers gre things that alrpady belong ©
them.” They suggest the old morsery Thyme:s
4 Thare wWas anoe 8 comsiderate c‘zl‘ocmiil

Which lay on the hank of the river N

Arnd he swallowed a fish with z face of woe.

While his tears fowed fast to the stream telow.

L1 oam mouraing,’ suid he, *the antimely faie

Of the dear Httke figh which I jost now ate.””
» oy Henry Gewrge. entitted, * That

houtd respect oh table

w ghat form of seli-

Read Chaptel Jidi of " Social Problems,
We Al Might Be Rick.”
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pericds of cehard fimes™ are like epidemics of a virulent
disease, which exciie even the most contented to ask if
they may not be the next vietims.  Iis oceasiona sp;;:mﬂ
of viclence threaten society with anazchy on th:e‘van:z
hz?ud, and, through panic-stricken efforis at restraint
with ioss of liberty on the other. Apd it persists énél
deepens despite the continuous increase of wealth-
producing power.™

o Dilfersnoes between © hard i "
" ﬁi, v :{;: nees bebwesn S hard fimes and good times T are but differences
i ! g{uh Dl poverty and in the penple who saffer from . Thomes are always b ‘Id
with the mulimde,  Bot the o i 3 ) kb b :‘3
wle, ] v voice of the multiudes is
' itnede s too weak to be heard
grdinary thnes thrpugh the ordi et
3 sugh the ordinary trumpets of 3 ini ¥
$ s nf pohlio opinlor. They ar
o & gk the o ¥ 3] i ray are not
t ;,] Irlu [1!0 they regard themseiyes as people of any imporiance in the indas
rial world, so long as the genen . 3 N | ) o
; s the general whoels of bsiness revolv i

o : msiness revolve.  [tis enly whe
poverty has eate s Ry i i o A it m:l
zmd }_ % I ;15 way up throngh the varions sirata of struggling and pinching
E squesring aud squirming humanity ith i o tents ched

E sring nupanity, and with s cance 5 1 i i
e manont I ’ s cancerous tentackes tonched
the supe ent lavers of manofasinrl X L
; 5 3 E asturing nabobs merchant prine i

hie supurincimhen: of 5. inerchant pring railroad
kings, great bankers and great land-owners that we hear any general complai f
R Ay ARy genera complaint of

3q. CCould 2 wan of the
in o wision of the futnrs, the

Feanklin or a Priestley--have seen,
ng the place of the sailing v <], the
muching of the scythe, the threshing
: id the throb of &l agl
A : ! 1 2 the engines thati
e fait: cou : at in
1; u:f T t, to hupan will, and §o1 O satisfaciion of human desire ;‘cu't @ BOWE
erpzter than that of 2 2R ET @ hetl Bt the carth e
graater than thatof Al the meen and all the beasts of burden of the earth combined

railroad train of the wago
mschine of the f#zil; sould ke

coutd he have see Eorest tre i

o t Ll }Tm{a seen the forest trae trapsformed lato finished lambar--inte doors,

sashes blinds, i c barrels, wi 1 | 1 " e

: . bo or barrels, with hardly the tonch of 3 hwman hand; th

grout workshops where boots and shoes are turned out by (he ith ]"‘ X It o
o ; s wher s e y the case with less kabor

fhan the old-fasiioned cobbler could bave put a sole; the factorie \
e o red <08 ! a4 s 2y Eg X Ties Where

vnder the eve of a gl ootton LEOON cloth s than hundreds of stal ;:
rder 8 A : E andreds of stalwar

N ;ld fnu tursed it ot with their hand-locms: conld he have seen steam
& o haping mameeoth shafts and mighty iy ; -

: s sha; hiafis mighty anchors, and delicete w inger
waking duy waishes the . i v g o Hloate wachinety
g ¥ walshes; the mond drill cutting throw &
i ; eting wgh the heart of the rocks, at
soal ¢il sparing the whale; oo i i e rover
sparing the whale; sould he have realized t i

coal ofl 3> ! aliz e poormons saving of labor
eanlii 1 cmred Fasilitios of 5o e

;D %n‘;? ]fj’oxn 1n_1p1a‘ul“fdulllﬂex of exchange znd communication shesp killed

tha f} ralia eaten frash in England, and the order given by 2 London bapker in

. afterpoon executed in San Francisco i 't \ ;
suted in S Frapeisco in the morning of the s 3

B e & : srning of the same day; could

ke b x oneel f.d of the hundred thonsand improvemenis which these only sug-

gast, &,\lf hat would he have inferred as to the s rial eondition of mankind? T

1t we ¥ e geemed 13 3 ; s RN

ot § would not have seemed like an inference; farther than the vision went, it
Fom bV SEETIG ugh e : i : !

Toman alwi(,}em(.d -?S though he . and Bis heart wounld have leaped and })ﬁs
arves wonld have thrilled, as one who fro syt . ' ; .
: i, RN rom a height beholds just @

B e > thritled, o8 one 5 ght beholds just ahead of the

i B Pk.n mf’fn.;_u the living gleam of rustling woods and the ghing of laughiag
aters, - i oy e § P h

e v in the sight of he Imaginefen. bie woald have beheid these ncv:
roes slovating soclety from s very datd it} sore ;

Y f s wery foundations, Jfting the poores
e ’ § 1 5, Jiftin s poarest above the

Pf - bitity of want, exgmpling the very lowest from anxiety for the matsrial needs

of lte. . . t of these i ¢ l e

of e And out of thess bountevus materiad conditions he would have scen

g, 2% DECESSHIY SCHUSROES, morai conditions realizing the goldem age of
* =
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That much of our poverty is involuntary may be
proved, if proof be necessary, by the magnitude of
charitable work that aims fo help only the st deserving
poor’; and as to undeserving cases.the cases of volun
tary pover'ty~—~—wlm can say but that they, if not due 10
birth and fraining in the environs of degraded poverty,”
. Move or less vagae of clear, these Rave

which mankivd have always dreamed. -
aeat which give this woi-

bheen the hopes, ihese the dreawms born of the Improv
derful century s presefminencs. - Tt is tras that 43 appointioent has followed
digappointmant, and that discovery apon discovary, and invention afier invention,
have peither lessemad the toil of those wha moost need rospite, or brought plenty
heen so many things te which it sepmed this failure
e The nesy fa3th bas bardly w wened., . . Now,
ilision with facts which ihers can be no mistaking.
at last becoming gvident that
ad the present ceniury

1o the poor.  Hut there have
could be laid, that up to ours
hewever, we are comiag into oo
Anil, nnplaasant as it may be to aduit it, it 15
¢ ingrease of produstive power which bus mar
has no tendene ceirpate poverty
it simply widens the gulf

[
the enotmol
and iy still going on with aecelerating ratio,
ighten the burdens of those compelled to il

ar 1o
mgple for esistence more intense.

betwaen Tves and Lazarus, and minkes the
The march ot imvention has chothed wa akind with powers of which a contoary ago
the boldest fmagination pould not have dreamed.  But in factories where labor-
saving machinery has reached its most wonderful development tittle chilldres a8e
at work; wharever the naw foroes ate anything ke flly ntilized, large clas are
e verge of recourss to it amid the greatest

mairtained by chavity of Tive upon th
ants suckle dry

agcoumuiations at wealth, men die af starvation, and proy in
while everywhere the gread of gain, ihe worship of wealth, shows the
LSS apd Foveriy. Frtrodnction.

Foree of Uhe toar of wi b f
ties, a hard-working,

The leader of one af the lxbor strikes oftheearly e
and sslf respecting Wwan. told we that the deprivations whick he him-
self suffered as 2 workingman weve 28 nothing compared with the fear for the
future of bis chitdren that he folt whenever he thought of the reputsive surrounds
ings, physioal apd moral, in which, awing o poverty, be wi campelled 160
Lring thewm v
professor Fran
Fharities Nepivm ot Mavch,
are heinp rearsd from infano
alement of degradation, de
that we are surronmded by a norde of juvenile delinquents,
in out cities teem with the exploits of preeosions 1it
are crowded with hopeiessty abandoned young alfends
wise? What else ponld be exped ted from such aniecedents, from such v
Short of o mirack, Tiow conid any child escape the
raoral contagion of such an enviroument? $1ow conld he retain 2 single ves
rue, a single honest snpulse, a single sired of respect for the rights ot others;
What is therso defton which io

cis Wavland, Desn of the Yale Iuw sohool, wrate in

3 s Under onr eves and within our reach ¢
amid surroundings containing overy sonced
ravity and vic Why, then, wirld we be surp
at the pohice Teports
tele villains, that reform schools

re?  Hew coald it be oiher-

examples of flagrant vice?

w3l
after passing through such an ordeal of iniguity?
paild np a better character?

iy the Aresa of Yualy, 1843, Halen Campbell says: w31 wonld ssem at
as if the workshop meant ouly a form of preparation for the hospital, the work-
house and the prison. since the workers therein becoims inoculated with trade

Hmes
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are the despairing culminations of long-continned strug
gles to maintain respectable independence 2 How ca}x
we know that they are not essentially ke the rest—invol-
untary and deserving?  Ttisa profound distinction that a

diseases, mutilate - trade 1

i ilated by trade applisnces, and corrupted by trade ssseelates b

healthy fiber, wental, woral, or ph 13, remains.” ’ emeciatas i me
Such testimony is st o farther

. [ 'tx,s smn:]} is abundant.  Bui no farther citation s ne

the conscienoe of the mercital and the ) it ot

cessary o aropse
it s tiTs o K irfmd! ELN };\Iz-;:)unt of proof would nos
3 norials wi Kipling describes when e says € ;
e i i mortals 4 s B says that ¥ there
=3 " : ~ho, when their pwa front doors sre closed will swear i fere
e closed will swear that the whoie
3f. Some years ago o gentlem ;W g
i e vt U;., ! ;,{.I.tl;ﬂ};a]! now well and faveraily koown in New York
x ' @ a rageed iramwp whom he
1k e n he had brought 3
B s 1 : i il ought, moere to gratidy 2
s ; .,'1 than i any spirit of philantheopy, from a ileiglihm“n'h o
ramnps to his house for breakfast.  After br t the b i e
s Lo - Atfre the host
Eollrse aaL, why i )
o of ion, why be Uved the lfe of a tramp
ihe trmaps reply e

ked Tils gues
This in substancs was
1 am a mechanic an
anm a tsechanic a sed to Do s 13 ;
3 vie and used e be a good one though nor s i
wood as to bo safe from th mpetition of o 107 o0 exeeplionsl
campetition of the gr o f avers
pood & ; great class of average workers
a t - 3 ] 1 ohildre i e ot
ey m vt 1' aehildren, In the hard times of the seventies 1 tost
¥ o, v a while we hved upen our little savings; boat sicka "
ey e SRR TG i i i : o
savings were used ap, My wife and children died

e and our
"] Bvervihing was go
weet. Then I iravele - . Pvervihing was gone but
ad afoct: 1 . i]‘;‘i;}“i‘ tonking for work which could not be had 1[1\0311@ I
afoct: 1 oould atford no other way, ¥ T at Bome.
z 5 L a¥. Fordays il ed el T :
food and slesping @ berms or prder ires ¥ wnied for work, begging
twice s of nrder irees; bat no work could | oger. O
e 1 was da S - . A + get, Onos oY
them drifted o the ity :‘;;n: Then [ fellin with a party of tramps and with
tinga the city.  Winter cams on. T still had a desirs e regal i
place as a selfrespecting man, but w rad a desire to regain my 613
could 1 find to do, escept some litile

and nothing that 1 could do
then which was g
AT : e L the which was given me as
e e sen o f ptrnosily 1o staiios Dosses. Paroof the tme ©
Aergoing sentence for vagranoy.  In the spri : o e
N iy senes &1 i the spring T tramped agai St
did not huat for work, My selfs gone ; R
gone so completely that 1 had no
I bad po famity to support,
were averags workmen,  Alter ) " ospert. Twas about o1 off as
e kaen. Al s of tromping th inion is unckangsd. 1
reres ; i i unchanged.
pan g e, -{.df.)-laf,’.l to vat and 2 place to sleep in-nnt very good ofl i
good an 1. 1 shouid not be sure of that 1F 1 were o workis e i e
soad wowh. o £ sre a workingman.
vy jub and go hungey rather than beg. 1 migh b X
be turned apoi the street. 1 weain an
be condemned to

arabiti L
mbition to regais it §was @ loafer and o jail-bivd
and 1 had found that barriog the question of = -

Lanight lose
4 ¥ my rent and so

. e bard life of the zne:r"nwer 0 k'ug.-:h% ‘.é 3 Wt'}idf wromid
society, why, | have society,  Trauops ‘”an d ”-.\ F“-“‘“* ; 1““-“‘ . e
s RS are good fallowsscciale fotls
the workinginan's 1i

bright
itwith
feave that ov .
LR at oul, ] an oa 1 Ca
¢ A wat Na man can be s tramy Por good until b
iod of hard thoes makes many v i B
25 akes many a chap lose 1L And as 1 have st i
ard thines mies b ¢ inid as T bave fost 3t 1 wou
1;)1 than s workingman, 1 have & both, By the way, M “
< 35 a very good cigar-—-this br FOUL . : i ot chpare
paen B < i_l‘l bl ;.“m“d of vours. I seldom smoke much better sigars.”
o facts il this man's story may b ot
i s story may have heen false:
a7 Tacts i i ; ) ¥ heen false: robably
But soow the facts in detail of Bunyao's " e

® B ere s o Pilering’s Progress™
s, however, a distingtion between fusd and feath, ¢ } el e
Aued and frath, and we matier bow false the
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clever wiiter of fiction’ makes when he speaks of “the
hopeful and the hopeless poor.” There is, ndesd, little
Aifference between voluntary and involuntary poverty,
betwoeen the cideserving’ and the cypdeserving T poot,

except that the s deserving” still bave hope, while from

the *cundeserving” all bope 1f they ever knew any, has

gone.

RBut it is not alone 0 objects of charity that the
question of poverty calls our attention. Lhere is 2
keencr poverty, which pinches and goes hungry, but 18
beyond the reach of charity because it never complaing.
And back of alt and over o} is the fear of poverty: which
chills the best insticts of men of every social grade,
from recipents of out-doot relief who dread the poot-
house, to millionaires who dread the possibiiity of
poverty for their children if not for themselves.™

It is poverty and fear of poverty that prompt men
of honest instincis 10 steal, to bribe, 10 talce bribes, to
oppress, either ander color of law or against law, and-—
what is worse than all, because it is not merely a de-
praved act but a course of conduct that implies a state
of depravity-—to calist their talents 10 crusades against
their convicilons.™ Our civilization cannod long resst
mman's facts pay have peen, his story, like Bonyal's, was essentially true. rMuch
of the poverty thatnpod the sur
from a growing feeling among thise who work hardest tha

s ce seens 10 be volunta and undeserving comes
s Cowper desoribes
it, thay ave
< Leiting down huekets into empty weils,

and growing old writh drawing nothang up.” &
At Vietoria, B O in the spring of g | witpessed a canog race in which
e the winner had

there wereg two ool estants and bat one prizs Long be
erned his canoé

reached the goal kis adversary, who tound hin
he was too lazy ©

coward the shore and dropped out of the ra
ass of the effort.

paddle? Netat atl, It was because he resiized the hopele:

37 H. C. Bunner, editor of Puck,

38, A well known millionaire is quoted as saving:
children peaniless in a world in which they soudd at all
value of their work as e red by the work of pthiers, than
it they lose their

1 would rather leave mF
\as obtain employment

far wagas eqnal 10 the
1o leave them mnillions ot dollars in & world like this, whete
inheritance they may have no chance of earming o decent living.”

300 From whence springs this last for gain, to gratily which men tread every-

POVERYY.

quch ensmies as poverty and fear of poverty breed; to
jnteligent observers it already seems to vivl(’; “’ ‘

thing pure and noble under their fect; o which thev sacrifics all che bigh
ies of Dife, which converts civiiity inte a 3—.011,-;«,4— o ‘ s § “{:r
1d religion into hypoerisy; W : 3 10 ah (:é’ 5 :‘i-{-:\. :j“ﬂ
selitish warfars, of which the w 5 cutning and I u;ij - ;; &IDL'G
pot spring from the snstance of want? Carlyle somewhere says Aqi E OH lt
the bell of which the modere Englishuman is most afraid ﬁ,m%lh;‘iw r‘:rhtpo;{'u? 'E'
ia the spem-rpoathed. retentiess hall w0l FATHEN bmae;z;ﬂ; c:i\ti’-'i;(-‘:{::)r . han
hel enongh. The Yedas declars no ihing a.h;u-_a &;f‘h;i‘a 1i;r .
}%i;shamia tells the eagle beaver of i that :'he‘keunes! prain 1~, in pcﬂwert'
_E‘!JE'-;!D‘ riy is not e i ivation; 1t means shams, degradation; t]Im qe'-xriu}r;
of EI:H: m{la‘: tive parts of onr moral and wmental natarg with 1;:)t i-;n‘ "l‘ ih;
dendal .Ui the sirom inpulse the sweetest alfections; the wrench‘u-}d (af the
most '.-';zt:-xl perves,  You love your w vy e your ohildren: «;V:ouh; i-i nt‘il
b o wee thern die than to see them reduced (o the pinch of want ix-a which
large classes o every civitized mimanity Gve? . . Proasthis hellof poverty g
pat nainral that inen 1d snake every sffort to escupe. Witk tlv;- '.n :i o “ l‘
sratification combine nobler fentings p d%w 'Etowh_
; e wre wtion ¢ . 2z s, and iove as well as
& s strnggle. Many amap does o moan thing, » dishonest thing, «
greedy and grasping and wnjust thisg, in the sffert to ;a];;(;:: b w;u:t 701'!1.}:-

fear of want, mather or wife or chily] T £ ¢/

o wxs aveed o L Dowde £
here s just now o dispos =t amy lmpli
all respects progressing. ¢
arp have been thmes of ad and
;—:'pt_:chs of decline counld not at first bave baen gencrally recognized
1o wonld have been u rash man w whe : 5 changing o
e o : shoo 2 who, when Augostes was changing e Rooes
< to the Rome of warble, when wealth was augineciing and agnif
Inerensing, whe Df v s i e - - )
inpreasing, whes victorous legions wore extonding the fronti et (AT
I A 7 i | Ny it Annors
wire bec ny move refing ) it X
1-b| becoming more refined guage more polished, and literpture vising o
sigher splen s—--h W i Bo 1 e said 1
:._ er splendors—-he woubd bave been a rasl man who then would have said that
Rome was entering her decline. t such was the case
ooand whoever w nk : y .
" .111 1ft_= vt Uloek raay that though our civilization is apparently
advancing with greater rapidity . rned
dva uu?g with greater rapsdity than ever, fhe same cause which turned Roman
propress into retrogression ks Cperating row. o
COWhat T 1 oy e
roved svery previe fon hias bes
7 : Bvery previa on has beea the tendsney 2
e i pet e dency to the
e st st of wealith and 1c : his same lendency, operating with
e iy Feren. 1 ObRETVE P p )
creasing forvee, is servable in our i 10-d showing itself in eve
lay. & gose 1Y ETY
i & progressive the com-
. Ginpe of eonial progr
‘;%om: " ; he conditions of & propress, as we have traced the law, are
HBS 5 b frnd eyl 2 “he ge e fut
ass t_( mr nd eguabity. The gene of modern developmaent, since
s time when we 1 first dissern the glear ivilization in the dark
e tin 7 : g ation in the darkoes
wiileh followead the fail of the Wesd s o, Juns i rd 1iti 1““’5
) R E RN - 4 ri ¥ L4 4
fegal egualicy. . . 3 tendency has renc its T 1 e o
e o & sndency has reached its falt fon in the American
Republic, where political and legal rig e absolutely equal 14 iz th ]
prevailing tends at g woon i i oy s rputt o only
I du ing tendency, and how soon Hurops will be corplately republican is only
a matte sther of aoclde ! foi 3 : ro, i
o st : sher of accident. The United States are, therefore, in this
>;g the mu‘:ﬁ advanced of ati the great nations in a direction o which all are
pdvancing, a ir & 3 5 i o e
e ting, and in the United States we see jnst how much this tendency Lo pes-
gonal and politicel fresdom can of itself acoomplish It i now evident
A &) . . 2 VIS
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But how is the development of these social enemmes
to be arrestad? Oply by tracing poverty to s cause,
and, having found the cause, deliberately removimg it
Poverty cannot be traced to 1ts CRASE, however, without

‘(hat political eruadie et with an inereasing tendency in the unegual
Asseribution of wealth, must altiznately beget cither the despotism of organized
gyTANRY OF the worse despotism of anarch

oTo tart & pepblican government ato o despotismn e basest and most
Brpial, 1 is pot NECEsSATy to forinally change its somstitafion of abandon popniar
elactions. 1T was centurias aftar Casal wefore the ahenlate master of the Romas
world pretended rule other thun by sathority of a Senatle that trembled belore
him.

i 3ot forms are pothing en substance s gous, and the fovms of poprular
government are those from whin the sabstance of freadomn Ay Mo0st SASLEY
Bgtremes el and & governyaont of universal suffrage und rheoretical ec
may, guder conditions which jropet the challge. W ot readily becomnes despotism,
Yior there, despotism advances in the name ind with the might of the people. . -
and when the digparity of conditions iner o w0 does universal aufirage make it
pasy to seize the s0OYCE of power, for the greater is the proportien of pewer in the
hands of those who roet no direct interest in the conduct of govermment ) who,
tortused by want and imbruted by poverty, are ready to seil their voles ie the
highest bidder or foilow the lead of the most hlatant demagogue: oF who, made
pitter by hardships Way pven look upon profligate and tyrannon governmaent
with the satisfaction wa nay magine the proletarians and slaves of Rome © have

. they saw a Caligula ov Nere raging among the righ patricians. - Now,
th ransformation of popnlar gov coment nto Aespotism of the vilest and most
degrading kind, whick must inesitably alk from the anegual Zistribution of
wealib, is not & thing 6f the tar fmve. Hhas alreads begnn i the United States,
and is rapidly going on nnder our £F The type of moders growth is the

great o Hare are o be found the greatesi W st and the de i poverty.
And it o that popular government has most clearly broken A R 4 5
thpory we are intense democrats, . . ot ie there Bt growiing up amoeny s @
class who have all thie power withoat ang of the victues of arnsio racy? . - A
dustry everywhere tonds to aswnng & {6y iqi which opo is master and Hlany Serve.
And when one is mas amed the nihers serve, the
i such matie . There is oo gristaking i y
sariety are being sapped before ouy eyes. .. it is shown in grea
the inegqualit w the djsiribution of wrealtly are groeste i
they increas C . Thongh we may not speak of i openly, the &

ablican ifis Hans 16, W they have reached lheir nilest dav
parrowing and weakening, 1 e langer that confdeint beliel in republicanism
ag the soil of nationa : FThosghtbil men ars begin-
ning Lo see 18 dangers, withont seeing hoew 0 < ape them:; are beginning to
socept the view of Macanlay and disirast that of Jeferson. and the people al
large ars baooming us 3 to the growing corraption.  The st ominoeus prditieal
sign in the U A States to-diy 1 the growih of centiment which eithar doubis
the existencs of an hamest man i pubiic office oF Jooks on him asid fool for not
seizing his GppoTiETities. Thas in the United States to-day is republican
government ranning the course ir must inevitably tollow undey sonditions which
canse the nnegual distribution of wealth.” wDpagress adnd Puwerty, hoek v, ek T
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serious thought; Mot mere veading and school study and
. - - ‘ ‘
g ¥ F } £ a e T -
other uiorng, but oy it To jump at a coneiinsion
is very likely to jump over the cause, atswhich no class

;s more apt than the tutored cls We mrust proceed

step by step from familiar and indisputable promises.
oF WEALTH.

The first demand upon usis to make sure that we
- PR e i [ s Fle - P s ] en : .
kaow the source of the things that satisfy want. ¥  But

45 ** The power Lo reasol correctly op general subjects is notto be learnad
i schools, nor do it ocome W 21 knewisdge. 16 results from oare in
separating, $rom canten in comrbinmg, trom the habit of asking aarseives the
mesning of the words we use, and re of one step before building andothier
apon it—and above all, from loyeity oo oroth Fleanyy (Geevgy's Dowplaed POl
apher, fooo

§ parotd Fredece, the London correspondent, of the New Yok Fwes,
TEPOTLE My, (ladstone as hav 8 arice, i ome of hisca npaign speachos,
(hat the older be grew the more he began o conclode it the higia“l seticated
ol waors in public affairs rather more consplononsly toolish than m‘,‘vbodv else.
My, Frederic thinks that the Toriss have since dong much 0 hroed -a sus%}iciﬁn
that therein Gladstone iouched the nutskirts of 2 great and solemn treth. Bat it
peedad not the action of the Tories to broed that jcion,  In this country as
well as in Englapd it is patent Lo any close obs .y that the highly educ;-zted
cla ot o speal with more @Ractiess, the mighly fetered classes, uwhen O
pared with the cotrnon people, are in public aifzirs bat little better thap fools.
The esplanation is stmple. The common people ars phil mhers uneacashersd
with useless knowledge, who Yook wpon public affe broadly, and moridi
piy benes ] nd precedent into the heart of pubtic g
The mwinds of the tntor v, are dwarfed by clo
s particnlars to the ¢ i

he Stamdard, July 27

Erkl

is imvolved in tetorial potioss regag 11
gz,
ing o elevate mer whoriiy abuve observation and

thought is well Nustrated by the siory af bwo classes in a famons wat, The
primary § pe asked i fishos Lave eyelids, went 1o the aguar and
observed; the ior &l sing asked the same q Cwent tothe Hbrary and
consulied anthorities. :

SO e 1 om @ bos and jook ovar the neads of bis fellows. bat he no
better s the . The tet ¢ and the misroscepe reveal depths wihich to
the unassgisted vision &re i, Vet not merely do they bring us Bo neaver
to the cause of suns and apamalenia, but in jooking throagh the;n ihe observer
1‘111.15{ shut his eves to what Ges about kim. . . Aan of special jearning may be
a fool as 0 COInD Py pleaed Fiibosaplier. Infroduction. ’

a1, For afis abingy or inability to satisfy bis wauts that determines whether
or 0L 4 man is poor. He who has the power ¢ prooare what be wants,.as he
wants i, and in satisfactory quality and quantit i pot poor.  No matter how he
gats the power. provided he keeps oni of the penitentiary, he is accounisd rich.
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A

it is quite HDRECESSATY io specily these and tediously to
trace them to their origin in detail. In searching for - g T ,
the source ol one we shall discover the seurce of all. duct co
As a common object of this kind, the production of Fro
which is a familiar process, Bread is probably the best
example for gur purpose. jet us, then, carefully trace L
bread to its source. Lo malke the resulis of our work Lateraidd é’?ﬁj;’d:}
clear to the eye we wili construct a chart as we proceed. ﬁﬁ{jﬁ)
The chart shonld hegin, of course, with a classification '
of Bread with reference to Man, foritisasan object for
satisfying the wants of man that we considex bread at all.
And then our first inguiry shouald be: Is Bread apart of
the personality of Man or is it an object external to him¥
The answer is so simple that = child could make no
mistake,  Obviously, BEread is external to Man. It must,
therefore, be classified with what for brevity we will call
¢ External Objects,” meaning objects thatare external to
man.  And inasmuch as bread is a produ{;tu——pmduced,
as we have already noted, by a familiar process—-and
must therefore have constituents,——we will indicate apon ond
the chart a place for classifymg consiiinents as well as ’ , .
ane for classifying product.  The chart up to this _ : A BAKER
point of completion 18 distinguished on Plate I as 1 ' A LOT “LAND FOR THE OVEN AND TrE
Chart A. ’ w BAKER TG STAND ©M
Now let the necessary constituents of bread be - - AN OVEN
serted.  Any housewife, any k?t{:hcn girl, kuows wliat ; Futeriot !ﬁ}gf'/f;,fa A FIRE
they are as well as does the moest expert baker of learned : : BREAD
chemise.  In Chart B, which is a continuation of Chart E o . 1FLOUR

S!imsnla

CHART A

it

A, they are named in the place reserved [or them. _ Y
Having now noted all the constituents of Bread, let : .EAS’T
as classily them in vespect 1o their relations to Mai, : ST sALT
for the satisfaction of whose wants bread is intended. \WATE
Reference to Chart B will show that all these contituents l 3 "
may be classified either as siplan,-—the baker falbing
within that category,——or a5 objects external to man,

CEHART B
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namely © External Objects.”  This classification 1s made

- in Chart C, Plate 11
ol C!wﬂic'nwp' There ts, however, a still farther classification to be
made.  Though all these constituents classified in Chart

o A g

{5 BAKER =~

_Iugnﬁ

C as Fxternal Objects, are abke in the one particular

that they are external to Man, some of them may never-

A
A LOTY LAND 3 ' theless differ from others in vespects which, for clear

AN OVEN | thinl_{ing, mus.twbc distiugui-shedu ;Lct us see. Compare

_ the first two Hxternal Objects—the lot of land and the
A FIRL 3 o oven. A radical difference at once appears.  The jot of
FLOUR SN | land s a mftfw-fzfobject. The oven is an artgficial ohject,
T . The ot exists independently of man’s art; the oven can
YEAST . have no oxistence whatever, as an oven, but fov man's
ALY : art.®  And when the remaining Bxternal Objects are
TER : considered the same difference appears. All of them,
WA el ; : . Bread included, differ from the lot of land precisely as
the oven does: they are artificial®  Let us note this

CHAR difference upon our chart which will now take the form of
Chart 12, Piate 1.
Having thus classified or generalized the constitu-

gaents ealicr

ents of bread, it is me longer necessary to name the
_ specific objects.  We may consequently simplify the
7 . . ™ - .
Mo _ chart by erasing them, together with the word “hread”

A BAKER ===~/

A LOTALAND =~ 5 e appropriate, too, if for the terms “ponstituents” and
T ’ : victassification,” we substitute the term “*factor.” Al
' this is done in Chart E, Plate IT1,

But grave danger of confusion here becomes mani-

Csﬂsli Cl-ﬁssip

itself, retaining only the class names. It will be more

AN OVEN
A FIRE

fLOU% : & fp T b 44. This difference is frequently ignored, even by political economists; bot

! 3 it is plain to any intelligeat mind that ne reasoning can be trusted which does not
Yf.AS“{ ] distinguish s difference so radical.

45, As to the four and the yeest, there i no doubt of this.  And though not

SALT g0 obvious, it is equally wae of th{:_ fire, which bat for the art of man would not

exist in the aven: of the water, which bat for that weuld not be st hand; and of

WATEFQ the salt, which witheat rman's art woeuld be neither in propers form or place, It

b, g ] follows that, either as to form or place or both, all the wxternal objects, except the

1ot of land, are artificial. The bread iself is of course artificial.

clART I




36 THE SINGLE TaK.

fest. Artificial Objects, it will be seen by reference to
Chart E, are classified both as the #fproduct” and as a
cfactor.” Yet it cannot be that any factor of a product
¢ as the product itself.  There must be

is exactly the sam
This difference we must try to discover.

seme difference.

Tuen to Chart D on Plate 11, which specifies the
tuents of Bread, namely: ovel, fire, fAour,
How do thess artificial fuciors differ

yeast, salt, water.
from the arbificial product, bread?  Simply in this, that

the artificial factors are #% wished bread, while the
product 18 finished bread,®  The difference, then, be-
tween artificial objects as a factor, and artificial objects
as a fnal product, is that the former are wif ished and

artificial const

sires bread that be copsiructs © bilds fires in
ares yeast, ar o2 water to the
res broad that he

T

g6, 1t is because mak de
jgs or evaporates salt, prep
o farther back, ir hecatse he &

raises grain, erects mills, and producss w8 binery for bremd-

them, erisds four, d
dough-trough. And goin
ot i
ttary todivie
s bread, I

plain enough v a eoramanity of one
ity of millions i b

e oy ORe arnd others

12 ddey b & ommuiity fo0

Tyni thee oo
hread, Al the pro sz of 10
whether th

axtent that they ara girectad to the
departwents oF woning, of husbering,
spearing. of farming, of storekes
ip bread makin
iz bread-iaidng 18 to ihis
into the poss

baking, or %
ohiect prodaced for the par
finished broad,  Bat bread itself, from the
i aot oompl npiil the
shed ohie The oss
;> prodact T and those that are classifie

oonsies 3
svork regarding if] E
the artificial abjects that are class
ag © factors 7 is ihat the fosmer <A and the latter are ninished. &
professoy Marshall (M sl s Pri i3 divides artificial objects
g1 praer, which sattsty wrants di ek faod, ciothing,
ench as four mills, which sz siy wants, not
ard the production of goods of the Srst

nto  goods of the
eto: goods of the gecond order,
directly but sndirectly, by contributhg tow
ardar: and gnods of the third order,” auder which he arranges < ajl things
gonds of the second order, such as the machinery for
v g says we toght carry the analysis further if nec-
Apd so we might. We mipht drag b ot inte an interminable cutalogue;
a wonld be an ynhinished feial object, and for all purpeses of
awn classtication iuto Y eonsuiners’
goods ™ runfinished artiticial

that are nsed for naking
making witling ToschineTy.’

hui every ies
acopmnic reasoning nothing eise.  His
goods ™ ifinished artificial objects;. it producers
objects) is cowmplete.

THY SOUIROE OF

the latter are frishad.  Let us note the distinetion up
the chart.  Itis done in Chart I Plate 1L S
?- he language of the chart may now be supplement
ed with the technical terms that political CC(;[‘I;HD;‘-.KT
Et("lO])_t, .whicl‘;, when comuprehended and useri wn}?
discrimination, distinguish the differences we h{;w dis-
covered with equal precision and greater brewvit '*lfhfh
the more cumbrous terms upon x\ft;i(:h we have }%0" Ifm
reited. 7 See Chart G, Plate 111 e
. At this pomnt we find all essential differences distin-
gu%shcda Ewvery factor of industey and every ;nqt;*r"t'!
object of desire that can be mmagined falls mte (:1: p ;
ancther of the four classes of the chast®® Andjlg;@?:;

sr. 1t makes ao differsse what |
B .u., “: fi;i]fa.unu, what terms are adopted, for they serve only
fags sy but it is of vital lmportancs that the ol Ve UL
mpeitance that the same terms she
thrings that esseatially differ . N SR eris shall never symbolize
e ‘-fi‘ fally differ. the techiical terms that usage forces wpon us in
Lable o 1]); : our subjec so loose collogaial words, they are asper idﬂL
i = 10 abi in thi Al b . - A 2y are aspeaiaily
it has boen 1 espiee The termn - wealth’ a bewildering c:xnmp!c}
Tionige ) . ' such diverse things as bullding lots,
- s, mortgages, promiss Botes
ni three oF foar differs . o and elaves, thus
: £ ls.i;iu,m foar differeat kinds of hings, ic d of d " '<l' ths
Frorn albl o —y Ferrign . TR = i wmshang o
o WM oters, Made o include boilding lots and facm o e ¢ g oue
L) - Ty Ty dingn 5 . ¥ e Lar TR
{c i .Oi natural objec e o Ine farm improve o A
goods, it s a symi For @ a1 b . = ovemanis, and
P ¥ ubol for arificial sbjests; by nclading slaves 8 svmbolizes o
anda nehad e ey ioe N T s I ev olizes man s
o g !< ading deeds, promissery notes, warebouse receipts, and bool AT
P . sipts. and book
it symbolizes nothing bul dancaes of legal title hetwe
Whaen the * LW e

obiecls reral to s 2 itat) i
am, ariificial objocts external fo mwan, man himself, and

acoounty,

dudiicia of fitle, i e hopeless

tle, 11 3¢ hopelsss to attempt to reason al r
ki oF U I rasen about the mutal relations of

Flour, which Is unfind
o, el nnflaishied bresd, and

o § ‘ ad braad, and therefors inishe

alth —Lapial appears upon aealysis o bhe a e amisod
aud a miller, The mill site and the willor

ain and the mil) are anbnished wos

spoand of grain, a mill site
strvely Iand and labor; bos
wnd weay be turther analyzed

and farming improvese i
e ) ;(l fa; ming improvements and implements.  The farm site
2 by is land: and the farmer, Ii i F "
! i the j ey, like the miller, is iz
ke the mil O a : and th . he miller, is fabor; but o
> {w ‘gst‘ and bpplements. like the il and the grain, are unfing h?
e o — 2 e 1 ¢ o ’ . e
ac.l fr--Capital, and may be still forther analyzed.  And so on st
Fanalyze he las 3 i of brea ud ov
et <(t in 1,1;. last, ¥ constitnent of bread. and every constituent of
" m,{] 1 : E .1“’;':“ cwonldd o« Ive inio labor and land., To follow th;' m '41‘<, 0 e
ronld be te cecpuiy " . e
o e tf'( pous work nnd reguire mnch special knowledge, It wy 115 e e
sonsideration of faciories F i : e o
pone e; itlm 1 of _h:uomu. and factory sites, stores and store sites, rail ‘;“‘"l"ﬁ
ailroad sites, mini . 31 s . y sries ralTeads an
ad sites, mining and mises, hambering and forests, rivers, docl nd
= 3 1 TS, OCeaas,




3 ) . STHOGLE TAX.

mere inspection of the chart we may see, what was

promised when we began  its construction, that in
searching {or the gource of vne of the objects that satisty
human wants we have discovered the scurce of all. For
it is celi-evident that the material wants of men are
satisfied in no other way than by the consumption of
finished artificial objects, technically termed Wealth:
and the chart shows that such objects have their source
in the combination of the three sfpctors,” namely:
{1)the activities of man, techunically termed Labor; (2)
natural objects external to man, technically termed

Tand; and {3‘)1111{111"1511(-2(1 artificial objects, technically :_7_ CHART L.

termed Capital.
But whiie these three factors combined produce all

the material objects that tend to satisfy human wanis,
they do not constitute the wltimate source of those ob-
jects,  Our analysis s not yet ended ; the chart 1s still
incomplete.

Reflection assutes us that all artificial objects,
fnished and unfinished, resclve upon final analysis 1nto
the two factors: the activities of man, and natural exter-
pal objects; or, In technical language, all Wealth,

finished and anfinished, resolves upon final anakysis into

Tabor and Land. Therefore, Capital is i final analysis
eliminated as a factor in production. It expresses noth-

ing which the two vemaining factors do not imply; for
it is by the conjunction of these two factors that Capital
is produced.® Unfnished artificial objects and” their

and ships. But analysis in fall Aatail is pot necessziy. The conclusion is self-
evident the moment it is understood.

49. The primary errov in all forms of socialism consists in ignoring the fact
that Capitalis bat a product of labor and land: or what in effect is the same thing, ; -7/
in disregarding the necessary inferemee thai land is the only implement of Jabor. s”% @5? & 3 Lﬁﬁ ‘
fnteiligent socialists insist thei they do not ignore it; bui that, while ackaowl- 1YY ‘“‘wwf%&ag :
edping land to be the primary implement of laboy, they see in this oply an abstract '
formula, baving at the present stags af civil inn no practical lmportance.
Speiety, they arpe, 1 tpossible without Cay and he whe would Yive in
society wust have Capital, ot be the siave of those who de have it Thergtore,

CHART {
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THE SOURCHEH OF WEALTI

sechnical term, Capital, should, thereic be erased trom
the chart.  The result appears m Chart H, Plate 1V,

Thus ali artificial objects external o man—Wealih,
are iound o have thetr ultnnate source i the conjunction
of man’s activities— Labor, with natural objects external
to man-—iand, -

Finally, by dropping the cumbrous language alto-
gether, and using only the technical terms, we complete
the chart™ in Chart I, which is the complete formula of
prodaction.

The Chart I, Plate IV, may be read as follows:

Waalth is produced solely by the app lication of lador
fo fand.™

they argne, Capitalin the social stateds as indispensable as land,  Thelr reasoning
s wpon the mistaken azsumption that Capital i an accumelation of the past
stoad of being a product of ihe preseni. As ong S0 author puts i,

© Thougl labor may have originally pre ded Capital, yot it is now
phuce ong before the pther as it is o attempt 1o say whether the heneriginates the
eug or the sgg the ben The explanation of the division of labor and trade, the
affect of which is overlooked by socialistic phitosophies, ailords a better opportanity
than the preseat for conside TN elementary error of socialiste, and a brist

ion of the sl e anin that connection.  See pesd aots Bi

1: may seem at first fike a greal waste of time and space th have gone
v this long analysis for me other purpose at iast then to demonstrate the
2 the production

wan and college professor and ecenon anthor slike, iF mple
srth i rasi adeift at the very threshold of argninend oy investigation, with resubts
n to what might be expected in physics i after recognizing the law of gravita-
tiom its effects shounld be completely lmored.
51, There is ample anthority ataong soonomic writers for this conclugion,
Profassor Ely emmmerates Natnre, Labor and Capital as ihe factors of produc-
dion, but he describes Capital as a combination of Mature and Labor-—-£ip's
fuitradaciion, pavt i
Say describes indus 4s * pothing mors nor less than hevean employment of
matural agents. -—Say’s Trea,, Gy 1, 3
And though Johs Stuart Mill and numerons others speak of Land, Labor and
Capital as the thres Tactors of production, as does Professor Jevons, most of them,
Like Jevons sgnize the fact, though in their reasoning they often fall to profit
by it, that Capital is Dot a primary but a secondary roquisite. See Jfepens's Pol.
Fe,, sees, £, 7o,
Honry Geotge says:
The term land isclades all natural oppertanides or forces; the term labor, all
and the term capital, all wealth nsed to prodace more wealth,

s yand, labor and capital are the factors of prodaction,

huinah exertion:




AL THE RINGLE TAX.

Fhis is the final analysis. In the umicn of ‘Labor,

which includes all human eftort, 8 3With Land, wh.n;h

includes the whole material universe out ide of man,™
we discover the nltimate source of W ealth, which includes
ali ihe material things that satisfy want, # o Aand that 1s
the first great truth upon which the single tax philosephy

is built.

2. Tus Proou WEALTH.

When considered in connection with primitive modes
of production, the vital importance of this truth is selt-
ident.®  1f these modes prevailed, inv oluntary pov-

.. {Capitalisnpot a nece v factor in prodoction. Labor exerted upon laad can

produce wealth withont the atd of capitaland in the ne
se produce wealth befors capital can & s and Pty

Also: © The complexities of production jn the rod state, o w hiciz s great

2 part is borme by exchange, and so much labor is bestowed upon . atorials after

m.\,y fave been separated from the land. thouwh they may to the nnthinking

disgal o not slter the fact t’uat all produstion is still the union of the two

ACESSATY EONeSS (:{ il;m g5 st

gactors, land and labor. L.,

By inelligent obswrvers no '=uﬂun ity is needed. Inallthe phenomenz of lman
noof the chart stands oot in bold
wor and Land, and pothing can be

that is

fite, whether priouitive or civilized, the

velief. Nothing can be produced without L

pamed which wnder any eircumstances ent

not resolvable jnte either the one or the othe:

requires nothing bat human labor and patiral material

indispensable.

3. The term labor includes all buman e

wealth. "—frogress and Feverty, book 7, ol fi.

53 “Ths‘ (erm iand necessarily includes, not merely the swface of the sarth
o the water and the air, bot the whole material nniverse ot

m which his very

and each of them

production of

asd
stde of man hi-nm,li for it is only by having access to lead fr
body is drawn, that man can sore in contact with or use nature. --lregress o

Fowerty, book 1, L. I 3

34. ‘PAs commoiﬂy used the word Swealth' is applisd to amyihing having
ealpe. But . . wealth, as alone the ie0m ocni be used in political
hat have besn secired, woved, combined,
as to fit them for the

exchange
economy. consists of natural produc
separated, or in other ways modified by human exerbonr, so
gratification of humaa desires.” poys wnd FPoverdy, hood

35, K imagine vpon a lonely island a solitary man, without (‘aplm] with-
out clothing, withoui adequate shelter, what wonld be ous explanation of his
poverty? We certainly should not say thai it was cassed by a superabundance
of goods--by overpra tion; nor should we be any mors lileedy to attribute it to
scarcity of money, We l,hould first ask if the tand of the island were harren.
Upon being assured that itwould yield far more thaa the solitary inhabitant couid

THE PROLE T O WEALTH, £

e T " &
erty cowld be readily traced either to direct enslavement

throngh ownership of Labor, o1 to indirect enslavement

through ownership of Land ™ There could be no other
eonsame, we shoold ask if he wers phiysically or mentally Incapable of producing
s e guite capable, but that in the

11upon the islagd he lru! Y ummll ¥ improved o indastrial koewi-

phive acuteness, 1 mannal deiterity, .Lmi in smoscaiar power, and vet

it any botter able o satisfy his s than when frst .(‘l'x st

[ 133

if e werg lazy 1 duformed that he was not lazyv. that he
) vy hours as ever and gaite A and faranore productively,
o shonlk i he wore the chattel slave of an exacting master.  Satisfied that
this s pot the case, we should then say: ) . )
et thatingn's opporinnities o use

- the Labor of lhg 1sta mi and the Land of the island do

And if we were thereopon advised ihat a neighboring canmibal chiet, whe
wd as his private property, had granted the lons in!n:sl.;irzzlm ;);r-
upon the sele condition that he vield tribate for the land, and that

t!;c_ feibrte had a way of advancing as ihe v.mk([ s pmdm Hve power ing 3
wnldd nuderstand the cause of iz pover And we should advise him to
find & way at onoe of throwiag off the land-ows s voke, snd o posipone all such
seoondary qiﬁ_‘\t,l[]iis as llu, money supply until thelr proper ;uL[IBIilCHﬁ {:lrml.d
T the benels of the proprietor of the istand.
ssentially the swoership of the men whe

) .Let the ¢ stanc > what they may—the owaership of iaed will abvays
wive the ownership of men o2 degree measured by the o ity (veal or arificial)
tapd o " oty

for the o fland. . . Place ooe hundred mens on an island from which theve

is o escape, and whether vou make one of these men the absolute owasr of the
other nineiy e absolos srool the soil of the isiand will make no
fice to i or to thenm, s reared £ 2y dowd il ohL Y
imagine a shipwrecked salior who, after battling with the wa inuches
an unichabited but fectl fand.  Though hasgry and naked and
2l of ihem rude to be
!i«}u doas hc, got mpmr 15& dppi\; g Lahor to the Lang
ln a little while he liv comiortatl E
washed ashore.  As he is about to siep
Dut -1? 'iw wates t]ir, frst rman aso )
“ilells, there! If you want {6 come d‘-ll(ﬂi‘ you mpst agres 1o be my slave.™
The second replies:
“ean’t. Taoome from the United States where they don’t helleve in slavery.”
=00, I beg your pardon. T didn’t know you came from the United States, |
N itk z i States.
had mo intention of bhurtng yonr feslings, vou koow Bui say, they balisve in
owning Lmd in the United States, dor't they
“oy
*Vary well; vou just agree th
IV : at this island is mine, and r
w 23 O MAY CoIne ashe
a free man.”’ d shore
 Hat how does this island happen (o be yours?  Did yoo make 3137
N, §didot make 107
“Have you a title oo ity maker?




4% pHE SIHGL

cauce. i hoth causes were ahsent, £very individual
if he wished, enjoy all the Wealth that bis own

might,
primitive maodes

PoOwWeTS WeIe capable of prodacing 1 the

of prc:ducziimzl and under the Wimitations of common

knowledge that bolonged to hus environment, ™ But 1m

Mo, | haven't any title from its

< ell, what is your title, anyho

©oh, my title is good enongh. I got bere first’

0 course he got there frst,  But he didw’tmean 1
done it it he conld have helped it Lut the e COTE tigfied, and says:

wwell, that's good United State ithe, so 1 gness TN recogiize it and come

and he wouldu’t have

ashore. But remembet, Tam to be free mamn.”
o Cartainly you arg. Come right along up Lo Wy cabin.”

got along well encugh togeiher. Tk oD 0Ine

shyor e abed than seny wroand for his

perhaps, be roughly opmnands bis

For a time the twa fine mornitg

the proprietor conrlades that he woald ra
besakingt; and not being in a good Tomior,
o prother man '’ 1o cook hit @ bivd,

Soyhat B esclaims the brother.

7 tell Fou to go and %ill a bird and cool sor wy breakiast.”

cohat sounds big” suesrs the sacond free and egual member of the listle
comuanity; © but what am [ to get for doing this? :

o (.7 the first replies languidly, ©if yon will ine a fat bird and cook it nisely,
then aftar L have had my breakiast off the bird you way ook the gizzard Loy your
own breaklzst. That's pay enough, The wot

oyt T owant you o anderstand that I ao not veut slave, and & won't do that
srork for that pay. 111 do as swuch wotk for you a3 you do for we, and 0o mare”

o Thew, sir,” the first comer shovts Ty wirEaons woyathy, 1 want you in under-
srand that my charity igatan snd. T have eated yon betler than ¥ou deserved
in the past, and this is your gratitude. Neow [ don’t pro s to have sny loalers
o1 TNy pProperiy. Vo seill work for the wafes { offer or g fand! Youase
purtectly frao. Take the wages of leave e, D the work or et it wlone, There
is no slavery here. But i vor are ol s fed with oy terms, leave ¥ igland.”

Fhe second man, if accastomed to the usges ot the Yabor anions.wonld probably
go out and, 1o she musie of his own violent langnage abont the o graed of capital’?
destroy as mMany bows and arfows as he could, 50 @8 o paralyze the bird.shooting
industry; and this proceeding be wouid call a swrike for honest wages and the
dignity of labor. It he wele accastomed to sociul reform potions of the nanhy-
paby varioty, he would propose an arbit be mildly indignant when
rold that there was nothing o arbitrate- Ahat he had only to ascept the other's
offer or get off his property.  bBuot if a sensible man, he wowld potify his comrade
fhat the privilege of o aning istands in that Jatitnde had espired.

While n the pennsylvania coal regions a fuw y&
ng poverty which resides in the

SRS

g7, ars ago 1 was told of au
incidant that illustrates the power of perpetuati
absolate pwacrship of iand.

The miners were in poverty.
shem by tariff Jaws at the solickation of monopolies which
{he men were afflicted with poverty in many forms.  They were poor as 10
clotbing, poot as 0 shelter, poor as 1o food, and to be more specific, they were in

Despite the lavish protection bestowed upon
dictate our tariff policy,

VEISION OF LABOR

the civilized state this principle 13 3o entangled in the
complexities of division of labor and tz‘ad&;- as; m ?a;
a‘['ﬁ!(}b‘t‘ 'A the marze.  Many, en of th();-‘;t: -}-1:1;-;
%;{;Lu,ognw-"- it, tall to grasp it as a fundamental trath, Ymb{
it is ne l} 21 in civilized than in prunitive H'!{.J('i{’i;(:f
})If(_‘}(,ll.i(i[l{)il. V

. DHwvisior of Labor.
The essential diff » 1
he essential difference between primitive and givi
e o veen ¢ itive and civil-
ed 1 s of pros action is notin the accumulation of
capital, which characterizes the latter; it 1sin the greater

seope and minuteness of ts divisic g
' e 4 vinnteness of its division of labor.™  Capital

.ufieci of division of labor ather than a cause
vy of labor, by enhancing e : eving
‘ of labor, by enhancing labor power and rebieving
nan from At.ha. perpetual pursuit of mere subsistence
wtilizes capital and makes civilization possible.” .l

pxtramme poverty 48 1o loe Vhe
e .;! erts s to fee. When the sopuoer months came they lacked this thing
heeanse they could not afford to buv, and they suffered . A

Owing to. ths stmining of the o o e
and ther = (lj‘t undermining of the ground and the caving i of the surface here
and there, there were great holes inte c“ the rai 1'1 i i o

e s T iihe A Pin winder
o ning & passable quality of lce.  Now it is frequently said that intel
J T Able 4 € ¥ sui at intel-
adnstry and thrift will abolish po But these virtoss wer
Tustry o R el e : 3ut thes irtass were nof
g the men of whom | speak. They w 1t ensough
H Pl e enm meey 1 ) N . N )“f, >
the ¥ ey saved it would abolish their poverty as and t;
industri ssoush and thrifty ’ i ; il
ind ‘!JE} nough and thrifty gncugh not only o be willing to save it [EPTTar T
2 begin the k. Preparing tile ; A g
§ vk, aring lidtle caves to tres the 1
i 1 7 TaYes tn Hres 1 1ok 15, they went
after a long duy’ i T i et e e
e g d erk in the mines, and gethered what so fur as the need
T0OWRS CORCerhed was aholis i i . o o o
orine gd was to abolish their poverty in the ensving suaoser. But the
ner af this pact of P = pubiae
o | i pact of the sarth—-a man who had neither made the earth, nor th
151, nor the snow, nor the 1es, nor i e et forbie .
W, 1L jes, aor even the hole--telograpl i

: & sy te hole-telographed his agent forbidds

. s o | grag his sgent forbids
e romoval of ice sxcept npon payinent of & cortain swn per WO ) s
The minecs oo 1y atferd 1 . S .
fat siners conldn't afford the condition. coptrolled the ne
abor, Jng re willin e 1t E i H Y omaan
; 2 _i ; i re swilling to give it to abolish theis pos ;. but the Land was pl 1
evond thelt reach by an ow i at, o s tach
i reach by an owner, and in consequne
ey : : I e that, and not from any
Dezond el ¥ @ ownes - . and not fron any tack
igence. industry or theift on their own part. their poverty as 19 i wa
porpeimaied. povery et e
58, It s his Tatdurs to realize this i
i pon }u]:lx llfu l;.d!u.e-, this that accounts for the theory of the socialist
at la srs in the civilized state are de . N as wel
state are dependent upon accumuolaied capi
chat e Y ilized st crenmulated capital ag wall
kte ;!;;ml for opportunities to produce.  See ewde, 0018 49 and pest te &

D nities o 1 . wf, note 81,
o e ”1(1 fwn men At a given point.  Back has an errand to doa mile to
) 56, and each Jias one to do a mile to the west,  If each goes i ;
errand sach will travel 2 mile and i e e o
orand sk ! a mile ont and a mile back in one direction and the same
am,; ;o o making four miles” travel aplece, or cight miles in all.  Butif ane

2o both errands » east and th west, th :
rands io the east and the other does both 1o the west, they will travel
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The productive power of division of labor may be
lastrated by considering it gq 4 means for utilizing
differences of soi] and climate. {4 for example, the se;l
and the climate of %o sections of 4 COUNLLY, or of two
different countries (for the effects of division of labor gre
net dependent upon politica} geofraphy™), differ IMYerse-
lv, one being better adapted to the broduction of corn
than of Sugar, and the other, on the conirary, being
better adapied to the Production of sugar than of corn,
they will vield more wealth in corn and sugar with
division of labor than without it,

Let us Hnaging g Mainland and an Island, wlhich,
A% to the adaptabiiity of their soil and climate to the
production of corn and sugar, se differ that if the people
of each should aise their own o and their owy sogar
they would produce with 4 grven unit of labor torce, but
22 of wealth—.yq in corn s as shawn on
Plate ¥V, Chart Al

Production in that manner wonid ignore the oppor-
tanities afforded by nature to man for utilizing differences
of soil and climate; byt by such a wise division ag Labor
warild adopt in sinilar cirusz]ast;:mces, if unrestrained,
the same unjt of labor force almost doubles the product,
as shown op Plate V., Chart ¥,

Nor is it aipne because it utilizes differences of soil
and climate thag division of labor is s effective,  Jig

®
but two miles apiece, or fugr iy all. By Aivision of Iabor they froe balf thei Cenergy
and Maif their tipe for devotion i other work, or ¢ study or ip play, as thaie
inclinations dictate,

B0, Nomore than are the effecigof 5 healthful climare, Protectionists wire
argue that there showlg be frew trade between villages, cities, o Bunies and states
in the same nation, bot Protection for natipps, 1hos making the fect of trads 1o
depend upon the invisibie politinal boundary line thae Separaies commnn; S, ATe
ke the enlored Woman who, when lr liouse, withont being phy 2Ty removed,
had been politically shjfred from North Carolina 1o Virginia by a changs of the
boundary line, expressad hor satisfaction in the remark that she wes very glad of
it, becanse she “allus yearn taif Ao dat yali Nor Kline was an a'mighty siciiy
State,” apd she wag glad she didn't Jive dyeah nn mo
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effectiveness is enhanced in still higher degree by its
lessening of the labor force necessary to accomplish any
industrial resolt, whether in inining, manufacturing,
transporting, store-keeping. professional employments,
agriculture, or tie incidental occupations.  Minute
division of labor, instead of accoundng for poverty in
the civilized siaie, makes 1t all the more unaccoun table,
b, Trade,

Tt division of labor is dependent upon trade.  If
trade wore wholly stopped there would be no division
of labor 5 if it be interfered with, division of labor is
obstructed.®™  In the last pre(:{:mng chapter, which illus-
trates the eflect of division of labor without trade, the
Mainiand gets 20 of corn but ne sugar, and the Island

gets zo of sugar but 1o corn. Yet each wants both sugar

and corn: and if they freely trade, thelr wants i these
vespects will be better satisfied than i each raises its
own corn and

Compare ;;hzwﬂ; A on Plate V., with Chart C on the
same plate. ™

The comparison™ lustrates the advantage to each

61, Blen who develed themselves to wmr;alhw, unable to sxchovge their
products for the ob] of thelr desir 2lone swanld be the wotive for their
speciz) labor, woesld abanden spec Tries and resort o less civilized methods of
supplying rh

whether zdopied to inke advantage of the differant

2| skill in labor, canunt continve

R # eded, to that degres division of

Iabor will lenguish. 3 ¥ Aty : troe trade hetween all people and
in respect of all § i ivigic F Jabor o rish, Any interference

ing ihelr given expenditre of nosuch a manner & Lo iii}lli{. tbc, u.s.tlir'ﬂ
advant caliar LR : lea i pf 5. And this §s a
substar 34 & g upen paper, but of real wealih
cial (wtu!;a! objects v»hu W serve 1o satisty hwinao des
6q. The people of th Maialand have now seat 10 of thelr corn to the Island,
and the people of the Island bave paid for it by sending 1o of thelr sugar to the
Mainland.
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connection with 5 solitary ;I'ndividua!, like Robinson
Crusoe upon his island, it is obvigus, What he demanded
for consumption he wag obliged to produce. Even as ta
the goods he collected from stranded shipg desiring to
tonsume theny, he was obliged to labor to produce them
to places of safety.  [fig demand for consumption always
determined the direction of hig labor in production, 5
And when we reme nber that whet Robinson Crusee was
to his island in the sea, civilized man g5 a4 whole g to
this island in FPACE, We may readjl v understand the
application of the same simple law to the great body of
labor in the civilized world, ® Neverthejes + the come

but only utilitigs, Consumption rne: 15 the destriction of utifiy ~EPy Ing
perrd hodp 208

Prodisetion WEans  drawing forgh, S 7.

SR cannot Creais matarfal things. | | iy efforts and sanrife sultin
changing e form o frangemen of warker by adape it borter for the satis action
Sl wants, " a7, PERELS s Baiar e A,

Ui sometime wud thit traders that while the cabingt
waker produces furn tare, the furnityee ler merely solls what i already pro-
duced. By there is ne tifls fomdation oy is distinetion -l

- e (#an's) production of matecial prodoors i reatiy noihing mors than a
TERIYARgeeNt of matter which gives it naw utilities, so hig consnption of they,
s nothing more than a disarrangement of watter which dirpinishes OF destroys re
Uiiities, " fof,

Al that mag ean 40 15 to reproduce g matarigly under ang
which may give them a uitility ¢ i npt hefore POSSESs, or merely ¢ tge one
they may have beloig presentisd.  So that iy fact thare is g HLON Not of Iatiter
bt of utility; ang this I eall production of weajiy, -+ Thers i no actuag Pro-
ducifon of werlih withaat 4 oreation op aligmeniation of nitiity, —SryTe Prva.,
T A

i dike rmanner g by produstion is Muant the creation gt of subsinnes T
of utility, sn by oo IBPHOL s meant the destriction of uttlity and net of stab-
stance or mitter, a3y Teva, | book S ek f

88 1t is high Iy significant that whije Robiason Crosee had snsatisfed WAILLS
Be was never ot op a job.

B9 Demand for Consumpion is satisfiod 2ot from hoards of aceumniatad
wealth, but from the s gamof current prodactioy, Broadly spes king there can be
A4 acennndation of wealth in ¢ 58 of saving up of wealth from Zeneration to
geheration. Imagine a man® “tisfying bis demand for egps from the Actumulated
stores of his angestars ! Vet epes do nor differ in this fespect from other Forms of
wealth, except that some other forms wit keop a littie longer, and some notso long,

The notion that » saving instinet wgst be aroused before the Sreat and more
Insting foring of wealth can by broughe fortl is 2 mistake, Honses and Ix;scnmmives,
for eXample, arg built, not becanse of any desire to acenmulate weakth, byt becange
Wi neod houses to lye in and Incomatives 1o transport us and oge gouds. It isnes
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blue arrow, which We N0W insert in the chart, l!.zg,:rei,)y
advancing the Hustration to Chart B, Plate v

How would the outlow of food atfect managers of
retail stores?  Hyery merchant’s office-boy knows., It
would admonish therm to order furthyr supplies {rom
wholesalers, Wholesalers would fill thege orders, and
replenish their stoek Iry ordering from manutacturers,
Manufacturers wouid thereupon send o] over the world

for materiais ;. wouid call for pew machinery and better

machinery; would ordes new buildings and repair old
ones, and would scouy the country for workingmen to
comie mnto their factor es and renew thoir lowered stock
of goods.  Thus an kinds and ali grades of labor thar
could assist in producing food, from farm hands to in-
veniors, from bookkeepery g sailors, would feel the
niluence of the demand for food in a demand for their
labor.  What Personal Servants really do in demanding
food is to direct the expenditure of labor to the produc-
tien of food and food-producin gmplements and materiajs,
Their demand for Consumption determines the direction
of labor in Production,

Let us indicate this point upen the char by running
4 blue arrow from Food-makers 1o the food reservoir, as
in Chart <, Plate VI,

No complaint iy now anise of lack of work iy food-
producing hnes. ™ gy work 15 only a means to an end,

order to ubigin goode at rernil gy e85 provided he has or can prasently get profie
able employment, Al be needs g employinent, or an ¢ Y prospect of emiploy-
ment, and a reputation tor houes ¥ There is therctors O URwarrantad ABBUIN-
tion in the exaimple, even if we exclade the use of wousy from consideration.
See pos!, note iz

7o Varmers, mili '8, hakers, g s, butchery, fishermen, hisiters, makers
of f{md-pa'od:‘icing i $ hants, railroad men, sailors, drayigen,
coal miners, metal wivers, buikders, bartkers who by exchanging commercial
Paper facilitate trade, iog:;rher with clarls, boakkeapm‘s, foremen, j:mrno)"m:m,
common barers, apd other hired workmen in all these varicuy branches of foond
preduction, find wogk seeking for them instead of their seeking for work, To
specity the labor that would be profitably alfecied by this dernand would involvy

CHART
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it is done for the (:(}111;}(5;‘15‘:‘:1!:'5\0%1 it vietds,  And how are

Food-makers to be compensated? In services from
>y

Personal Servants?  Suppose they are not in want of
services.  But they must be m want of something; if
they need nothing they have no poverty o relieve.  Let
it be clothing that they lack.  Then they are compen-
sated lor making food by taking clothing from retail
ctores in exchange for their nnpaid claim agalnst Per-
sonal Servants.  Clothing therenpon flows out of the
commercial reservolr to them as 1Y ond flowed oui to Per-
conal Servants : and with similar eflect, namely, the
setting to work of all clothing-making labor, from sheep-
raisers and cotton-growers 1o sewing women and sales-

shy sataloguing of all workmea. all business raen, and all professivnal men who

er directly or indireat & SOT o vwith food indusiries, and the namiag of
every grade of such fabor, o e 1 apprentice to the largest stpervising
sraployer.

Wonld not this be potting an snd o © hard time 3 For what is the most
siriking reanifesmtion of Fard thmes 77 s it ne ey of work ™ 7 Indtnot
that there are more men seeking waork than there ace s o do?  Cereainly it is.
and to say that, is not o limit “hard times T o Mred men. The real fronble with
[he business map when hbe complains of < hard tmes ” s that people do not
smyploy bim so mueh as cots to be smployed,  Work is sca
4% with those he employs, or, as he werithd phiras E

et th e ten juen and but mae jobes, and yor have
tepth man will be out of work, He may be s gnod anion man who abbors a
sogpain 7 oand will not take work o Bis brother sorkman,  So he hunts Tor
a job which does 0ot exist, ueill 2 NES ars Sone il not e 4
©oaenh” and he suffers deprivaiion sat after a while inager gets the better of
Wi, and he takes one of the vioe jobs away froon wooather man by nnderbidding.
He becomes a seab.’ and who can hlgne him ! any one would rather be a
©aeab® than a corpse.  Then the man who hag lost bis plree becomes & soab”
so0, and tarns ont sore one else by underbidding. Amd 8o it goes again and again
sl wages fall so low that they just support his itfe. Then the poorhouse oF 2
charitable institution takes care of the ten th man. who thereafier serves the par-
pose of preventing a rise in wages. Meanwhile. diminished purchasing power,
Aue 1o low wages, bears down upon business gencratly

st Tt there be ton jobs and but sine men.  Conditions wonld instantly
reverse. Inmstead of = man ail the tfime seeking for a job, a job weunld be alt the
rime seeking for a man; and Wages would rise until they equalled the valae of
the work for which they were paid.  And a5 Wages fose. purchasing power would

;. and bnsinsss in geneval wonld Aonrish.

' dpmand freely directed production, there would alwavs be ten jobs for nine
men, and 1o lopger only nine jobs for ten men. it could ot be otherwise while

any wanks werg wasatished.




52 THE SINGLE g

men.  Their demand for consumption has also de-
termined the direction of labor in production.

The yellow arrows in Chart D, Plate VIE denote
this.

The poverty of Food-makers as to clothing is thus
removed,  They are working all thev care to at food.

g, their own chosen employment, and they are
paid in clothing,, their own chosen compensation. So
long as Personal Servants withdraw food and Clothing-
makers supply clothing, Food-makers cannot be poor.
With them business will be brisk, labor will be in de-
mand, and wages will be high.

That all the other workers may enjoy the same pros-
perity we shall see in a noment, Clothing-makers pour
clothmg into the commercial reservoir because they wish
to take something out, and know that in this way they
can get a larger quanticy and better quality of what they
require than if they undertake to make it themselves,
They are skilled in making clothing ; they are not siilled
i other ways. Accordmgty they uiilize the claim against
Persomal Servants, which has passed to their credit in
exchange for clothing, by drawing from the commercial
reserveir the particular commodity they desire, Sup-
pose 1t io be shelter. ‘They proceed as Personal Servants
and Food-makers have already done, and so set shelter
makers at work.  Shelter-makers in tarn atilize the claim
against Personal Servants which has now been credited
to them, by taking luxuaries out of the reservolr.  This
sets Luxury-makers at work, Luxary-makers then pass
the claim over in exchange for services, and Personal
Servants redeem it by rendering such services as Luxury-
makers demand, # Everybody 1s now paid for his own

72, The mechanism of these exchanges should be explained :
Personal Servants apon demanding food mmay pay maoney for it.  The retailers

might therenpon pass thy money wlong, and it wonld witimately return to Personal
Servants. Ov the personal Servanis may give notes payable at o future time,

THE OLAW OF LABGR
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ng more food, Personal Servants may perpetuats

And now the bao banlks are in ¢ .
wurv ba k“ the il banks are in the same position that 4 and B weare in before
auy hank ceme. They keep mutual acconnts, but they tnst have on ¢ 1o
settle their batane and & bring in mors oo st Bave ong 5

- : . C the demand for .
rency further increases,  Thus: mand for eny-
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Naw the four banks are in the same situation that A, B, CandDw

there wors any banks,  This gvolves 2 bank of banks —a elearing house

EF LABOR, 5

interchange indefinitely.™  And persopal servants will

A mecessity for enrrency o re disappears.

FThese charts Hlinstrate the prinsiple by whick mutsal trading is effected, In
practice the ueed of cuirency never wholly dons away with, but the tendency is
copstantly in the direction of dolng a with 3. And i iz said that over ninety
pet oent, of the trading transactions of the world are adjusted in this manoer, and
ings fhan ten per cent. by means of curvency.

The clearing-house principle extends over the civilized world, 1o illustration
of this, observe the following chart;

HEW YORK

PARIS

These five sities are like the five banks, The bookkeeping of sach city s
conducted by lopal banks and clearinghouses, and the central bookkeeping by
those of the markel wwn of the world which at present is London,

1 this way the mobility of labor is in effect epormunsly increased, Labor in
avery corngr of the world Is brought into close trading relations with labor every-
where else, so that only war, pestilence, protection, and jand monepoly interfors
with the full freedom of its movement

7 Personal Servants, on the basis of their employment by Luxary-makers,
demand mare food, wiich keeps Food-makers st work: Food-makers demand
more clothing, which keeps Clothing-makers at work; Clothing-makers dempand
more shelter, which keeps Shelter-makers at work; Shelter-makers demand more
tuxuries, which keeps Luxury-makers at work; Luzury-mabers demand more set-
viges, which keaps Personal Servants at work.  And so on indefinitely.

if now we add progressive invention, so that every one produces mote and
0.0 st with less and less Iabor, instead of finding poverty on the increase,
insiead of being harried by periedical “hard tises,” we shall find business brisk
and every one becoming richer and richer.  That is to say, though all labor less
tha before, each obtains bettar results trom others while giving better results in

And should we improve the verisimilitude of the illusiration by bringing in the
fact that all workers in civilized society are specialists in & much more minute
depree than the division inte Clothing-makers, Food-makers, etc., would tmprly--
that every ong who works does over and gver soIg ong thing in ohe of these
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continue to demand more tood unkil their wants as to
tood are wholly and finally satisfied. ™

Let the iflustration benow advanced to show, in ac-
cordance with the XY, the perpetual low of trade which
this action and reaction of demand and Supply maintain,
and we have Chart I, Plate V111, :

Thus each class of workers by its demand for con-
sumption determines the @ ection of the labor of some
sther class.  Andin final analysis every person by his
own demands for consumption determines the direction

branches. as the raking of shoes or the Guking of bread. or even only part of »
thing, as the cutting of shae soles, and that while giving out » great deal of his gwy
product ho demands M opay n Hite of every pther kingd of product—the same efface
would natarally resnir,

Every mas whe demands anyihing for COTSumpPLon therehy determaines the
direction of fabor toward the production pot only of thar thing, but alse of alt the
avtificial materials and fwplements, Trom the simplest tool 1o the most expensive
and comples machioe, that is used in its production. The actual process is ueh
mare iniricate than that of the charts, but the chaets Mustrate the principle so that
any intelligent person who understands them can apply it o the most complex
affairs of industrial life.

" This principle is so simple and obvieus that it needs no farther ilmstrating,
¥etin its light all the complexities of our subjoct disappear, and we thus reach the
same view of the reaj abjacts andg Yewards of labor in the fnricacies of modern
production that we gained by ohserving in the first beginuings of society the sim-
pler forms of production aud exchange. Wa see that now, as then, each laborer is
LRABAVOTIngG to abtain by hiz e ioms the satisbaction of his pwn desires: we sop
that alihongh the wminvte Alvision of fabor assigns to each producer the produe-
ton of but & smail part, or perliaps nothing atall, of the pariicnlar things he tabors
to get vot, in aiding in the production of what nthe prodacers want, he is diregt-
ing other labar to the production of the things he wants—ip effect, prody ng them
bimsell.  And thus if he makes jackknives and eats wheat, the wheat is reatly us
much the produce of his Tapor as # be bad grown it Tor himself and loft wheat-
growers to make their own jackknives,’ — 8O ress wnd Foverty, book £, ok, For,

74 Thers is a0 end 1o MWan's wants,

“The demand tor quantity onee satisfied, he seeks guality. The very desires
that ke has in LOmImon with the baage hecame extended, refiped, exalicd, ¥t isang
merely hunger, bat tasee, thai seeks gratification in food; in clothes, he seeks not
merely comfort, but adoriunent; the rode shelier becomes 4 Bouse; the undis-
oriminating sexyal attraction beging to Lranswnte itself into sabtile influences, and
the bard and commen stock of animal fife to blossom and to hioom ints shapes of
delicate beanty, "2 esress and Foverty, book 77, of, I

A labor agitator was arguing the labor question with g righ wil, the jadge of
his county, when the judge as a clincher asked ;

“What do warkingmen wasdt, abyway. that they haven': goL i

EPramptly the agitator replied with the COUTET-JUestiog :

© fudge, what have you got that voo don’t want 3 -

) SR e

PLATIE ViIL
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CHART

CHART I

THT Law OF LADO .
THI LAW F E § kYi

of his own labor in production as trily as Crusoe de-
termined his; for the demands of Personal Servants for
food, of Food-makers for clothing, of Clothing-makers

for shelier, of Shelter-makers for luxuries, and of Luxary-

makers for services, by enabling all to procure what they
require i exchange for what 15 demanded of them,
determine each as to the kind of emplovment to adopt.™

y5. Regarding soclety as awmit, the operabion of the faw is oo less indisputable
fnosoncial than in solitary conditions.  The demands of soelety as a whole doter-
mine the degree of activity for ench depnrtment of produciion, much as Robinsoen
Crusoe’s demands for baskets imposed greater activity opon his arms thaa upon
his legs, or bis demand for gonts lnposed greater activity spon his legs than
upoen bhis arms,

But it is not pecessary o regaid society as & unit i order to see that i the
social as in ihe solitary state, Iabor in producion is espended in the direction of
demand for coustmption. ch individual, in the social as in the solitary sate,
prodices the identical wealih that he demands for conswoption,  The moan, for
exarple, who wants & cont, and to get it makes shoes that he does not want, bat
with which he b ; z one to make him a coat, really produces the coat:
while he who wants shoes, znd to get them malkes coats which he doss not want
but which he trades fur shees, really produces sho Similarly, through the
whele range of industry, each individaal hires other individuals to do what he
wants done, and pays for it by doing for others what they want dong.  The condi-
thon is one of Teciprosal biving, and ander ithe common-sense logal maxim, gued
Sredd per wly (what ane dees by another he dosgs hbmself), as sound
in sconomics as in risprodence, sach laborer, by inducing others o make the
things that he demands, in order o exchange thein for what be makes, veadly pro-
dnces what ha demands.  But for bis dersands, supplemented by his labor, these
things would not be produced.

True it 15 that in generzl rade goods are psaally made 1o advance of specific
demand for them,  Bat it would be seperficial reasoning to wfer from this that
produntion detersines consumption Metsad of bedng determined by it The ook
igotion of comroodities in the market is asalogons to the collention of water in
reservears tor the accomenodation of the inhabitants of clliss. Water is so gollected
in advance of specific demand, not to indace the people t0 conswme watsr, but
becanse, being accustomesd to consuming water, they make a steady demand for i,
And this demand determines the supply. There are large resarvoirs for large cities
and small ones for smail sities. 8o with the commercial reservoir.  Stores are
flled with goods in advance of specific demand, not to induce demand but in
obedience to it. There is an approximaie gonstaney to the demand for wedjth,
apon which iabor relies, and in consegquence of which wealth is continually in
process of completion. Thongh orders be supplied from existing stock, the stock

at onee replepished in accordance with ithe demand apon it And this is equiv-
ent b the proposition that demand for consumption determines the direction
it which labor will be espended in productdon. For it make no difference in
soonemic principle whether a shoe dealer takes his customer’s measore aad makes
hirm a pair of shoes, or keeps shoes 1 stock, and when he sells a pair buys another
likke thern, 1o either case the shoe deater is providing shoes pursuant to order,
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i._,aft us now complete the illustration. When we
began it a distinction was noted betw Personal Ser-
vants, who render mere mtangible services. and the other
c]asse§ who produce tangible wealth. But esscntiaﬁ
there 18 1o difference. By referring to the chart ang
obser.vmg the course of the arcows, Fo-od—;:nakers are seen
'VYOI‘leg for Personal Servants precisely as Pers;;}ai
Servants work for Luxury-makers. We may therefore
abandon the distinction, This makesitno longer neées~
sary to ' rr_lcntion particular classes of produﬁts in the
chart_; it1s enough to distinguish the different kinds of
labor,™ as shown in Chart F, Plate VI1I,

For simplicity the workers have been divided into
great classes, and each class has been supposed to serve
only one other ciass. But the actual currents of trade
are much more complex. It would be practically impos-
shibie to follow them in detail, or to illustrate theif'pab
ticular movements in any simple way. And it is unnec-
essary. The principle illustrated by the charts on Plate
VIII is the principle of all division of labor and trade
however minute the details and intricate the mevcmém"
and any person of ordinary intelligence who wishes to’
fmderstaud will need only to grasp the principle as
lustrated by the charts to be able to apply i to t;;e
experiences of every-day industrial fife. Al legitimate
trade is the interchange of Labor for Labor. @

fm \‘_h_-u ong he anticipates the order and has the goods ready when they are called
ar ,'ﬁn the other he obliges his customer to wait antil the goods can be mad
: o 5 At ade.

. dxcughl production may often seem to precede demand, as when goods are
stor 5 i ;. ; i tiar ; '
ﬁm; mtcntlilu, in advance of any possible demnand for cotsumption, and may some

s actually precede it as whoen a new 5 i ‘ .
y wostrum is placed on 13 r
. ' Pt tas v BEW e market, the
;cdt remains that prod(m.tzoll m any direction rises and Falls with the rise and fall
o :{leug'fo;’ consumption; in other words, is determined by that demand
n. this law regulates the snpply of wealth not only as to gquantity, but al 3
o guality and variety. T s
7. This, then, ¢ ay say is t
7 25, then, we may say is the pgres inid 1
7 ) i ¥ iz great law that binds society—- servige &
SETVACH, " e MeksT Outiines, oo e servies for
77. 1n the light of this principle how 3
: absurd are s 3t 3 i F
b are some of the explanations of

DEPENDENCE OF LABOR UPOW LaAND,

i,  Dependence of Labor upon land.

e have now seen that division of labor and trade,
the distinguishing charscteristics of civilization, not only
increase labor power, but grow out of a law of human
nature which tends, by maintaining a perpetual revolu-
tion of the circle of trade, to cause opportunities for
mutual employiment to correspond to desire for wealth.
Surely there could be nmo lack of employment if the
circle lowed frecly in accordance with the principle herer
llnstraied ; work would abound unti! want was satisfied.

There must therefore be some obstruction, That indi-

rect taxes hamper trade, we have already seen ;™ but there
is ar more fundamental ohstruction,
the outset, all the material wants of men are satisfied

solely by Labor from Land
cannot be rendered without the use of appropriate land.™

As we learned at

FEven personal services

Ouerprodctions when an infinite variety of wants are unsatisfiad which thoss
whe are in want are ansious and able to satisfy for one another. Hatters want
pread, and bakers want hats, and farmers want both, and they all want machines,
aud machinists want bread and hats and muchines, aud s0 on withoot send.  Yet
while men are against their will in partial or complete idleness, thely wants go
unsatisfied | Since producers are alse consumers, and production is governed by
damand for comsumption, there can be na real overpradection uwoatil demand
geases. The apparent overproduction which we see—overproduction relatively to
“ affpctive demand "—is in fact a congestion of some things due loan abrormal
nnderproduction of other things, the pnderprodection being rausad by obstruction
i the way of labor,

Scarcity of cagitel! when wakers of capiial in a1l its forms are involuntarily
idle. Scarsity of capital, like scarcity of money, is enly an expression for lack of
employment.  But why shonld there be any lack of smploymant while men have
smsatisfied wants which they can rociprocally satisby?

oo meuch competition! when competition and freedom are the same. It is
siot freedom but restraint, not competition but protection, that obstructs the action
and reaction of demand and supply which we have illastrated in the chart,

78, See awsfe, pp. 5. 6 and 16

29, Demand for food is not only demand for all kinds and grades of Fond-
‘makers, but alsa for as many different kinds of laed as there are difterent kinds of
Iahor set at work., 8oz demand for ¢lothing is act only s demand for Clothing-
makers, 2 demand for shelter is not only one for Sheler-malkers, a demand for
xuries is not only one for Luxery-makers, a demand for services is not only one
for Personal Servants, but these demands are alse demands for appropriate land—
pastore tand for wool, cotton land for cotion, factory and, water frofts and rights
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Let us then introduce into the llastration, in addition to
the different classes of Laber, the corresponding classes
of Land-owning interests, indicating themn by black balls
as iz Chart (5, Plate IX.

Every class of Labor now has its own parasite,

The arrows which run from one kind of Labor to
another, indicating an out-flow of Service, are respec-
tively offset by arrows that indicate a corresponding in-
flow of service : but the arrows that flow from the varicus
classes of Labor to the VArIOuS Land-owning interests
are off-set by nothing to indicate corresponding return,
What possible veturn could these interests make? They
do not produce the land which they charge laborers for
using ; nature provides that They do not give value
to it; Labor as a whole docs that.  They do not protect
the community through the police, the courts, or the
army, nor assist it through schools and postofiices :
organized society does that to the extent to which it is
done, and the Land-owning interests contribuic nothing
toward it other than a part of what they exact from
Labor.®  As between Labor interests and Land-owni ng
interests the arrows can be made to run in only one
direction,

Now, suppose that as productive methods mprove,
the exactions of the Land-owning interests so expand.-—
s0 enlarge the drain from Labor—as to make it increas.
ingly difficult for any of the workers 1o obtain the Land
they need in order to satisfy the demands made upon
them for the kind of Wealth they preduce. Wonld it
then be much of g problem to determine the cause of
boverty or to explain hard times? Asgsuredly not, It
would be plain that poverty and hard times are due to

of way, store sites, residence sites, office sites, thentsr sites, and s on to the end
of an almaost endless catalogne.
8. See awie, pp, 12, 13 and x4

S

LABOR ENTERESTS 2 LAMNODED INTERES

obstacles placed by Land-owning interests in the way of
Labor’s access to the Land.

We thug see that in the civilized state as well as in
the primitive, the fundamental cause of poverty is tl‘uz
divorce of Labor from Land®  But the manner in

E1. People with socialistic tendenaios argne that while it is true that Labor
imitive conditions, capital alse is

and Land are the only things ne primitive conditions, capital alse is
Sew awnte, notes 4o and 553 And the o

a2t sary in civilized conditions, ;
and bookksepers

koow, with something like a snzer, what clerks and pachar : rs
and other specialists o our highly organized Industry would do with iem.d aven if
it were fresly open to thern. * They don't know how to make Food, .and t
eat sandi™ T once heard a socialist exclaim, The same netien is widespread
among that facge class of single tax oppoionts in chureh and college, whom zla‘f.;
late W, T, Croasdale described as * people who bsliev sy, but don't
helieve 10 putling it into pra .

The idea is bost expr porhaps b
verses. Charlotte Perkine Stefson, in the followd ng:

; aowriter of the most brilliant socislistic

© Free land is not esongh.  In sariiest days
When man, the baby, from the th's bare hreast
Prew for hitsself his simple snstenance,
Then freedom and his effort were enough.

Is & constructed, haw
As the first savage ne
We need Lthe road, ¢ ip, the bridpe, the houss,

@ gEovernmaeni v, and choreh,-—
k of our life to-day-—-
2 o mindern man
As was the forest to his ancesior,
Ta say to the newho ce here your land:

wal freedom setilo where you will,
And work your own salvation in the world
Is bt to pot the
Back with the 3
Fo elimb the ra E
Allied saciety owes to the young
The new men sowe to carey on the world
Accognt for all the pase, the decds, the kevs,
Full ac ter the clohes of the earth,
Why? at these nesw ones may not be compelied
3‘::1(2‘!1 for himselt to do our work again;
Jut reach their mansthood even with to-day,
Apd galn n-morrow sooner. To Z0 0,
To start from where we are and go ab
That is true prog s, troe humanity——vfu This Owr JI-'}.:J'{J, .
If oue man wers tarned loose upon the sarth, or shnt off from trading with his
fellows, it might in great degree be troe, as Mrs. Stetson says, that .he wm}m be
put * back with the dimn forerunners of his race, to cliteb the race's slairw.ay in one
fife”"; but her criticisim does not apply to millions of free men whe frecly trads,
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which that divorce is accomplished in the civilized state
remains to be explained,

3. THe DistRinution oF WeaLr,

The next chart, Chart H on Plate IX, displays the
fundamental principle of preduction which we consid-
ered at the beginning, and also the fundamental principle
of Distribution which is yet to be considered. In the

To them the land would bs ancugh.  Even thoagh they were denied existing roads

and ships and bridges and hogses. they wonld soon make new ones. and staring

“Irom wherse we are," would Ygo abead..”  For free land means aceess to all

uatoral materials and forces, and froe trade wygans unobstructed indostrial inter-

course between laborer aed laborer,  Thess are the cssentinl oonditions of all
ven of the most civilized,

The root of the socialistic ides is the thought that we are dependent for social
life upon accumunlated capital.  This is a mistake. Social life depends, not npon
accumulated capital, but npon accumulated knowledge made effective by inter-
change of labor, A laborer who tperates some great machine seems to be
dependent wpon the owner of his machine for opportunity w work; but the only
peopls upon whom he really depends are laborers who are competent co-opera-
tively to make such machines, and who have accoss 40 both the land from which
the materials must be drawn and that spon which they wmnst group themselves
while doing the waork, When socialists lay stross npon the Importance of accumu-
lated capital they are attributing to accumulated capital the power that resides
in tand and trade: for to control these is to command the benefits of acowmulated
knowiedge.

Since the production of a machine precedes its use, the infersnce is almost
tible, upon 2 syperiicial consideraticn, that nppoviunities to labor and GO
ion for labor are governed by the esisting supplies of machinery to which

labor is allowed sccess. But this is of piece with the old notion of classical
political economy that cpporiunities to labor are dependent upon the existing
supplies of subsistence that are devoted io the maintenance of laborers. The
inference is wrong in either foria.  When we onee grasp the essential trath of the
law iHustrated in the text, that the production of subsistencs, or machinery, or
any other unfinished object, that is to say, of Capital, is but a form of general
wealth production, and that all ather forms of wealth production ars in obhedisnce
te demand, we clearly see that labor is in o respect dependent upon capitai pither
for employment or compensation, In the social as in the solitary state, Labor and
Land are the only Iactors of wealth production. It is not Capital but Land that
supplies materials to Labor for its subsistence and its machinery. lustead of
capitalists supplying laborers with subsistence andanachinery, lnborers themselves
coptinaously produce subsistence and machinery from the materials that land
supplies.  Capitalists neither smploy nor pay laborers; laborers employ and pay
one another.

Read - Progress and Poverty,” book i ohs, i, iv, and v. Also read ¥ The
Story of My Dictatorship,” chs, v, <4, vil, and vl

THE DISTRIBUTION OF wia LA, 63

development of the latter will be found the explanation
of the divorce in the civilized state of Labor trom Land,

This chart reminds us that Labor Chuman exertion),
by application to Land {anatural materials and forces
external to man), produces Wealth {the generic term for
afl those things which tend to satisty the material wants of
man), and so tends to abolish poverty.  No man’s pov-
erly can be abolished in any other way, unless it he by
gifts, or vulgar robbery, or legalized spoils,

‘The iltustration shows also that Wealth distributes
ultimately in Wages™ (atund made up of the aggregraie
of the earmings of individual laborers), which corres-
ponds to labor; and Rent® {a fund made up of the

8z, What is pirid for Iabor of any kind is cailed wages. We are apt to speak
of the paymwent given to the common day laborer only as wages; and we give finar
nazmes to the payments which sre made for some sther kinds of services. Thus we
speak of the doctor’s ar the lawyer's few: of the judge's salary: of the teachsr's
income; of the merchant's profit; of the banker's jnterest, and of the professor’s
emoluments.  They are all in reality only payments for labor of different finds,
o7 for different resnlts of kabor,—that is. thev are all wages. ™ IMok's Outlines, FAED

 Wages I what goes o pay for the trouble of labor, e’ s Frimer 3.

“His {the managers] share is oal d the wages of supsrintendence, and
althongh neually much farger than the share of & cominen faborer, it is really
wages of the same nature, /e, soe 41,

“The comumnon mes & of the word wages is the compensation pald o @ hired
person for manual labor.  But in poliical seonowy the word wages has a taueh
widar meaning, apd meludas ol) rettrns for exertion.  For, as political economisis
explain, the three agents or factors in production are land, {abor and capital, and
that part of the produce which gous to the seoond of these factors is styled by them
wages. . . Iis dmportant to keep this In wind,  For in the standard economic
works this senss of the term o538 recognized with greater or less clearness only
to be subseguently lenorad, ey egress aud Moverip, book i, ch, 5.

83. Hent “*is what #s paid for the use of a natgral agent, whether land, or bads
of minerals, or rivers, or lakes. The rent of a house or fastory is, therefore, not
all rent in our meaning of the word.— froensts Forimer, see. go.

v The term rent in its economic sense . | ditfers in meaning from the word
et as cowtnonly used.  in some respests this economic meaning is narrowsr thas
the common meaning; in other respects it is wider.

It Es parrowsr in this:  In common speeck, wo apply the word rent to pay-
ients dor he use of buildings, machinery, fintures, stc., as well as to pravments for
ihe use of land or ather nataral capabititios: and in speaking of the rent of » house
or the rent of g farm, we do not sepirate the prica for the nge of the itaprovements
from the price for the use of the bare fand, Butin the economic meaning of rent,
payments for the use of any of the wredusts of buman exertion are exclnded, and
of the lumiped payments for the use of houses, farms, eic., only that part is rent
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aggregate premimms for specially desivabie locations?,
which corresponds to Land. ®

4. Zxplanation of W

Differences i the desirableness of land divide
Wealth inte the two funds, Wages and Reni, Labor
naturally applies its forces to that land from which,
considering all the existing and known circumstances,
most Wealth can be produced with least expenditure of
Iabor force.  Such land isthe best,  So long as the best
land excecds demand for it, Iaborers are upon an equality

of opportunity, and the entire product goes to them as

which constitutes the consideration for the use of th
use of huildings or other improvements being properi
eration for the nse of capital.

s wider in this:

and—that part paid for the
interest, as it is a consid-

I comaon speech we only speak of rent when owner
and usar are distinet persons.  Bat in the Seonomic sense there is 2lso rent where
the same person is both owner and user.  Where gewen e and aser ars thus the same
Persom, whatever part of his income he might obtain by letiing the land to guother
is rent, while the veturn for his labor and capital are t

part of his income whick
ihey wiuld yield bim 434 be hire instead of owning the land. Rentisalso expressed
in a seiling price.

When land is parchased, the payment which is made for the
ownership, or right to perpetnal wse, is rent commnted or capitalized, If 1 boy
land for a small price and hold it uptil 1 can sell it for alarge price. D have beeome
vich. mot by wapes for my labor or by tnterest upon my capital, but by the increase
of rent,

*tRent, in short, is the share In the wealth

produced which the ssn
10 the ns

of naturel capabilities gives to the owwer, Whersy
cxchange valae thers is rent in the economic TiMH
having a valoe is used, either Iy owner of hiver,

isnotused, but stil? has a value, there s Tent pofeniis
rent which gives value to land.,  Uniil its ownership will o
land has ne value.

ning of the jerm.

pater soine advantag
~Progvess and Posarty, buek £F ch. 70,
84, “The primary division of wealth o distribution is dual, ot tripartite,

Capital is but @ form of labor, and its dstinction from 1

a2bor is in reality bura sub-
on, just as the division of labor inte skilled and vnskilled would be, 1
csamination we have reached the same point as weuld have
simply treated capital as a form of labor. and so
vroduce betwesn rent and WAgEs

it oour
boen attnined had we
ht the law which divides the
that is to say, between the possessars of the two
factors, naturat substances and wowers, and human ot two factors
by their vnion produce all wealth.’ —Progress anidd Powerty, boek £, ok, w.
Care must be takon not o confase the bire of 5 house commonly and legally
termed M rend,” with economic Rent.
sation for the labor of bouse bujlding.
for anvihing: it:

House rent s yeally Wages: i isa COmpPEN-
But economis Rent is not cotmpensation
is simply the premivme for advantages of location.

AWD RENT, Gy

Wages in proportion to the labor force they ;"cspazciiwe}‘y-
expend.  But when the supply ol the best land falis
pelow the demand dor i, some Iaborers must resort to
land where with an equal expenditure of tabor force they
produce less wealth than those who use the best land.
The laborers thus exciuded from the best 13.1‘1(:1 1‘1atfzrally
offer a premium for it, or what is f;he.same th:i‘n;»_{, oi{«t;l to
work for s owners for what they might o,i‘;_‘taanm by x-x:o’rk
ing for themselves upon the poorer land. imsr condztm{l
differentiztes Rent from Wages. Rent goes to land-
owners as such, irrespective of w]n:thcr‘ they lat'mr or
not; Wages go to laborers as such, urespective of
whether they own land or not.®

§5. Land of every kind wen v in d(‘}ﬂi[ﬂlilt?il(v' "(H.n‘atl}.f;: !m.)?dcif;]f ::‘1:;
wind. Certain farming land, for example, is so fertile that 1} “,_ﬂ\ b < U:!“l‘._lr ;{rw‘
application of labor two bushels of wheat o ¢ %’er}-'. }'m. N 1:{]'.;;1:{::;1fm-;;e;,s o
ing tand will ¥l and it 15 ohvious thaﬂt, c‘!hcx‘ H.m” ‘n:m,;, ;1.1“}; e
prefer the more fertile land. Bot some fertile iamlr lies -:,0' a.‘rﬁ ‘} i o
that less Fertile Jand lying neares is more {)i’{?dll(:tl\'(}‘ liﬁ.fcdli.liwt,‘)!-t Lf’ !; 14};.5.,\;(“:-1{1
change its products for what their pr dncer a:%i:ls?;1;;ds:p;j;;‘x:ct;c;“mk;lds:;f o

refor the less fertle land.  The same principls 2 ¢ to all ki 4 -‘__ ne
i;’ax;!diﬂg Tois st of neay a center of residence or hus:s-ie:ss A;t, p“‘:ting,’i?w:j:(‘
purposes of residence or business 1o lots egually goad in other respects wiit
= ?i:i the Tand that is prefernble is of course post in dcf\‘.amri'. z;!:d ii:;nbu.;:;
e nse, with demand fer it nnsaiisfied, competition for the preference setsin,
IIVEE Vi £ 1t . - . T
%h‘,(;:;[Kzla‘lzqtismx_aox he equaily desirable, Some exeelsin ics‘im .}-.-1 ‘vimu :x;:;le
with wmineca) deposits, a s of fertility, 7 O osome, :r.)'wr_a: aiu‘ i.:[::.; {; ,‘;i;c;
thereby adding to the productiveness of the labor that uses ‘L, f}e&..,u t,uu o, t:;m 1
are till;s wnde centers of co-gperation or trade. And ‘_»jct prrodag ‘>:t :ﬁ e I;,"‘d
lized staie ires that the producer | have exclusive pcu; o n "!M?, |;ud
he needs. This ne ¥ in ably gives to some. people 1-{101 E: ,mf’i! :cn;i .Athu
than others have, aven thongh all sheuld have aln a’;ﬂﬂdlanc;'%,{:{O?:é:i;[e. %c}rme
returns to equal labor are anequal. The man who has land £ " \h > ;.,; .mm]-n

e better located thay thar of another gels mors w&%:ﬂtb‘ !}m{x the fi)lft.. i =
?0;; given expenditure of Jabor.  TE for ?xampiie, .:“1 :;s:}i: Og:;‘?;:i:i;: (;r:iil;t{ﬂ?
1o bushels of corn from fertile lund, sgual, say, 1o $3 w oy kind
;:; ta‘?::l’lz:—bu and the other with the same tabor pr‘caduces S, tushels aicjrn,;(:'r;:):
worth of any kind of wealth in the mavket, ‘Lhue i!lrst n;cenc(,; ;i;;l:i j:ifh.;qna]
s 2 is labor than the other receives Iov wugh ea e !
::;Z!‘i fi:;:;;?;:1;20;;;:clii;{cnc:rz. {or, 3f the fertility of the land -be 1]34(A; saxtm:‘, l::::lbl
sitnation io reference to the market be soch that the c?st af l(a.ia‘.-,[)or a;-OAQ i
E ves the rolation of $5 10 84, the same equality of wages r‘evs,ults'i. K t;\uﬁ- N
phenomenon that gives rise to Rent. Hent is the wmarket value of jost such diffe
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To illustrate: On Plate ¥, Chaxt A, are four closed
spaces representing land which varies in productiveness

to a given expenditure of fabor force,* from 4 down to 1.
There is also an open space at the right, representing
land that is as yei so pooras to yield vothing to the given
expenditure of labor force.

For simplicity let the market be equally convenient
to each space.  Let it be assumed also that one space 18
as accessible to labor as another, and that the differences
i their productiveness are known. Now, to which
space would labor first resort? Obviously to that which
would yield most Wealth to the given sxpenditure of
labor force—the space to the extreme left.

Suppose, then, that labor appropitates only as much
of the hest space as is required for use—say half of it
We may note the fact with red color upon the plate, as
in Chart B, Plate X,

Here we see that Wages are 4 and rent o, The

ences in opportunity as are here iliustrated. 1t #s a2 premivin for choice dand,
tor preferontial tocations, fo for space,

This premium is a very different thing from compensation for laker. Naris
the difference modified when premivin owners first ohiain, Wages for work and
with them buy the preminm commanding lrad.  Rent can e meore be turned in =
compansation for labor by exchanging Inbor products Bor the power to exact it,
than s man van be turned ivte Wealth by exchanging Wealth for bim. Wheather
the fruits of purchase or of conquest, or of fraud, Rent alwayvs constitutes that part
of Wealth which is deducted froms current production as prominms for s perior
opportunitics for production.

Wages and Rent are both drawn from Wealth, and both go often to the same
individual and in the same Form of payment. as when a freehold farmer enjoys the
use of the grain he raises from more fertiie land than his neighibors have, or a city
fresholder occupies or receives hire trom his house and lot; but Wages llow from
Wealth to labor as cotepensation for prodagtion, while Rent Haws from Wealth to
land-owners in preminms for allowing laboy to produce Wealth from superior inca-
tions. Wages are appurtenant to Labor; Reutis appurtesant 1o Land, itisas
laborer that the individaal takes Wages, but as a land-owner that he takes Rent.

36, A unit of labor cannot be definitely measured save by the value of some
labov prodact.  The day's Inbor of one may produce less than an hour's fabor of
angther.  But for purposes of illustration it is compeient to refer to 2 vuit of labor
force as an abstraction, intending thereby to denote all the labor of muscle and
brain requisite fo acquire the necessary knowledge and skill and o produce
wealth to 2 given vaiue from given natural sourees,

T o T S S I A e e

CHART A.
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CHART 1.

LAY OF WAGES 3 {J:’,«

laborers, as such, take the sntive product, dividing it
among themselves in proporiion to their services,  There

is no rent, becanse other laborers find equally good

opportunities o produce in the uncolored part of the
space: the supply of the best land excesds the demand
for it, and of course it demands no prempam.

Bat 1f demand {or land should continue until the
best space was monopolized,®™ and some laborers were

forced to resort to the next, the best space would com-
.88

mand a premium;* Rent would rise and Wages would

" Noland ever pays rent anless in point of fortidity or situation it belongs
¢ superior kinds which exist in less guantity than the demand. -——37770s
Yednn., book I, ch. T, soc. 2.

* The produce of labor gonstitutes the nataral recowpense or wages of labor.
in that origioal stade of things, which precedes both the appropriation of land and
the accumulation of stock, the whole produce of labor balongs to the Inborer.” —
Sweith's Wealth of Natious, Faok &, vh. wiif,

* Rent or land value does not arise fram the productiveness or utility of land.
1L in no wise represents any help or advantage given 1o production, but staply the
power of securing a part of the results of production. No matter what are its
capabilities; land can yield no rent and have no value until some one is willing ta
give labor or the results of labor for the privilege of using it; and what any one
will ths give, depends net upon the capacity of the land, bat pon its capasity as
compered with that of land that can be had for nothing. I may have very rick land,
but it will yield no rent and have no value so long as there is other land as good to be
hadwithout cost. But when this other land is appropriated, and the best land to be
had for nothing is inferior, either in fertility, sicaation or other quality, my land
will begin to have a value and yield rent.  And though the productiveness of my
land may decrease, vet if the productiveness of the land to he had withouat charge
decreasss in greater proportion, the rent 1 can get, aud consequently the value of
my land will steadily jncrease.  Rent, in short, is the price of monopoly, arising
from the reduction 1o individual cwanership of natoral siements which hnman
exertion can neither prodace nor increase. ' -—Progress and Pouerty, boak 15, ok i3,

58, ' Rentis the e of & monopely; though the monopely is a natural one,

which may be regulated, which may even be held as a trust for the COmNMUBity
generally, but which cannot be prevented from existing. . . 1f all the land of
the country belonged to one person he could fix the rent at his pleasure.
The effect wonld be much the same i the land belonged to so few people tha't they
could and did act together as onc nan and kx the rent by agreement ameng them-
selves, The only remaining supposition is thai of free competition.” — M7l s
Frin.,, hook i, ok, awd, see. £,

Reat ' considered as the price paid for the nse of the land is natnrally a
monopoly price. S Wealth of Naiivns, fook £, ok

By, The line of separation betwesn the poorest land thus commanding a
praminm, and the best land for which labor will 0ot pay 3 premiom, was formerly
called “the margin of cultivation,” probally because the law of rent was not
naoderstood with reference to any but agricultural land; buet it is now more gener-

e

o
e

e
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fall,  Hven though but few laborers weve forced to the
poorer space, they would be perpetual bidders for the
advantages of the other space. The effect may be 1llus-
trated by indicatmg with red on Plate X1 the sverflow of
labor from the ftrst into the second space, as shown in
Chart .

This illustrates the elementary principle of Distribu-
flon, that Wages fall and Rent rises as demand for land
forces labor to land of lower productiveness.®™ The
principle may be more graphically illustrated by sup-
posing that demand for spaces in the chart advances so
tar as to include all the closed spaces, except part of the
poorest one.  See Chart D. Plate X1,

We now find that all wages have fallen to the level
of Wages on the poorest land that yields anything to the

ally cailed the ~ margin of predoction,” gince it iz understood that the law of rent
applies to all kinds of land, including, of conrse, the building lots of citles.

The premiom for land falls not into the fund termad Wages, bt iote the Fond
termed Rent.  Henceforth wages consist not of the entire product of labor, but of
so rouch of that prodast as woight with the sane expondizure of labor force be
produeed from the best land that commands no preminen, The remaindsr goes
o the owners of the tand from which it Is in faet produced, in proportion to the

vantages which iheir laud respectively contributes to i production.
excess I8 the pramium,. I is what constitetes Rent distingnished from W,
And both the amount of the general fund Rent, and the amonnt ent which e
land-owner obtaing, are determined by the competition of labor for supsrier
aspportunities,

Thuag, in the beginnin all Wealth would be Wages: bat as labor was
torced from better to poorer fands, o, what is the sames thing in its principle of
wperation, as greater capabilitiss atached to partienlar lands in conseqnence of
social development, good government, indastrial improvement, sto., Rent wonid
arise, and as a proportion of the g Wealth-product, would increase as labor
was forced to poorer land or ne abilities wore added to land by socioty, The
Taw devived from these phenomeana is known as Ricarda's law of rent Henry
George tormulates it as follows:

The rent of land is determined by the excess of its produce over that which
the sare application can secure from the least productive kand in use.”'— Pragress
and Fowerty, ook #iZ, of, 34,

As will be noticed, the law is the law of Wages as weil as the law of Rent.
For whatever determines the proportion of Wealth to be tuken as Rant necessarily
determines the preporiion o be left as Wages.

g0, Though fgures are used, these chavts are to be andersiood oot as mathe-
matical demensirations, buat stnply as Alusdrations,

BOUTAL GROWTH. iy

given unit of labor for while the Hent of all but that

has, at the expense of Wag risen m proportion 1o its
superior productiveness,

Betflection will coonvince us that this must be so.
Wages for a given expenditure of labor foree are no
more anywhere, for any great length of time, all things
considered, than the same expenditure of labor force will
produce from the best land to be had for nothing.  Rent
absorbs the difference,”

vrmal Efect of Social Progress wpon Wages and
feent,

in the charis on Plates X and X the effect of social
growth is ignored, it being assumed that the given
expenditure of labor force does not become more pro-

yt.  The laber that was forced o the poorest fands would continnally bid for
the oppariunities that the better land offered. untll an equilibrinm was veached at
the point shown in the previou where the given expenditnre of labor isas
weall compensated in one pla other.

H taborar and land-owner be different persons, the laborer ¢ vey what is
distinguished ns Wages, and the fand-owner what 15 disiingnished as Rent. 1 ths
zamne person, he receives Wages as taborer and Rent as land-owner.
ion that there i antial wrong

gz, But we muost pot jumyp o the oo
in Rent.  Rent is naiure’s ad of measuring the value of the differences in
natural opportunity which different laborers, owing to the variations in iand, are
ohbliged to accept.  And, what in practice is more Important, it is natore's method
of measuring the valoe 1o each individual of thoss adwaniages which consist in
accuneiations of common knowledge, in co-operative effort, in good governmesnt,
in a word, it the benefits that society as a whole confers as distinguished from
those which each individuat earns.  The question s not cne of the rightfcinress or
the wrongfulness of Rent,  Personal freedom necessitates Reny, for it necessitates
the private possession of land and private poss n of land makes Rent inevie-
able. Nothing short of communism conld abolish it. The real question is, What
shall soctety do with Rent?  Bhall it give it to individuals, or use it for commen
purposes?

“Werg there only one man on earth, he would have a right to the wse of the
whole earth.

*When there is move tan one man on earth, the right to the use of land that
any cne of them wonld have, were he alone, is pot abrogated; it is only Huited,

It Bas become by reason of this lmitation, not an absolute right to use any
part of the earth, but {1} an absciute right to use any pact of the garth as to which
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ductive.™ Let us now iry to illustrate the effect of social
growth, upon the supposition that social growth Hereases
the productive power of the given expenditure of Jabor
force as applied to the first closed space, to 100; as
applied to the second, to 50; as applied to the third, to
10; as applied to the fourth, to 3, and as applied to the
open space, to £,”  If there were no increased demand
for land the chart would then be as Chart ¥, Plate XIL

Though Rent is now increased, so are Wages., Both
bencfit by social growih. But if we consider the fact
that ircrease In the productive power of labor increases
demand for land we shall see that the tendency of Wages
(as a proportion of product if not as an absolute quantity)

his use does nol conflict with the equal rights of others {0 v which no one else
wanis éo use ab the same time), and i2) 2 co-equal right to the use of any part of the
earth which he and others may want touse at the same thne - Furplexed FhiL-
prapher, foogds.

Tt is in the adjustment of co-equal rights that Rent oceurs.

93 *The effect of increasing population upon the distribution of wealth is 1o
ncroase rent . . in fwo ways:  First, By lowering the margin of cultivaiion.
Seeond, By bringing out in land special capabilites othorwise latent, and &y
atfaching specied capadilitivs fo pay foty Luvedds.

%1 am disposed to think that the latter maode, to which little attestion has been
given by political econowmists, is really the more bmportant.’--Frogress e P
arty, boek fv, ok, 747

S Y hen we have inguired what it is that marks off Jand from those material
tirings which we repard as products of the land, we shall frd that the fundamental
attribmte of tand is its extension, The right to use a piece of land gives command
gver a cortain spaoe—a certain pare of the gar surface. The area of the earth
is fixed; the geometric relations in which any particular pact of it stands to other
parts are ized.  Man bas no control over them; they are wheily snatfected by
demand; they have no cost of production; there is no supply price at which they
gan be produced.

“The use of a certain ares of the earth's sarface is a primary condition of
anything that man can do; it gives him room for his own actions, with the
enjoyment of the beat and the light, the air and the rain which nature igns (o
that area; and i defermines s distance frome, and in e great weeasuye his relo-
fiwnis to, ofher Heings and other persons. We shall find that it is this property of
land, which, though as yet insufficient prominence has been given to it 1s the
nltimate cause of the distinction which all writers are compelled (o make between
land and other Whings. " —Mawrshall's Proe., book i, ok, 98, sec L.

g4, Of course social growih doas not go on in this regular way: the charts are
merely illustrative.  They are dutended to Nostrate the universal fact that as any
land becomes a center of trade or other social relationship its value rises,

PLATIE Xi,

CHART 1.
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CHaART G

CHART H.

TPWARD TEWODEWCOY OF HENT, 7E

is dewnward, while that of Rent is upward.®  And this
conclusion is confirmed by observation *

c. SSigmificance of the Upward Tendency of Rent.

Now, what is the meaning of this tendency of Rent
to rise with social progress, while Wages tend to fall ?
Is it not a plain promse that f Rent be treated as com-
mon property, advances in productive power shall be
steps in the direction of realizing through orderly and
natural growth those grand conceptions of both the

sociahist and the mdividualisi, which in the present
condition of society are justly ranked as Utepian?  Is it
not hkewise 2 plain warning that if rent be treated as
privats property, advances i productive power will be

steps in the direction of making slaves of the many
labarers, and masters of a few land-owners? Does 1t
net mean that common ownership of Keant is in harmony
with natural law, and that us private appropnation is
disorderly and degrading?  When the cause of Rent
and the tendency lustrated in the preceding chart are
considered in connection with the self-evident truth that

g5, Perhaps thmay be well to reming the s before closing this chapter,

of what has heen before siated-—{hat § am using the word wages not in the senss
of a grantity. but in the sense of & proportion. When {say that wapes fall as cent
1 do oot mean that the guant of y obtained by laborers as wages is

sszrily le
same or in
96 Th
growth if all Tand but that which was in full a ¢ comunon laud.  The discov-
s of caties and owans, and the construction of railroads,
imrprovemenis in government, all the infinite con-
wonld tend te

ery of 1wk
the irrigation of ari
veniences and labo ,
slish poverty by ing saiton of Jabor, and making it impossible
for any man to be in involuntary : ar underpaid, so long as waokind was
i want M demand for fand incre Fapes would tead to fall as the demand
Bronght iower grades of land into s bt they would at the same tine tend to
rise ae social growth added pew capabilities wo ihe lower grades.  And it s
alivgether probable that, while progress woulid lower Wages a8 a proportion of

total produoct. it would incresse themn as an absolute quaniity,




WHE SINGLE Tax,

(rod made the earth for common use and not for privat

monopely, how can a contrary inference hold?  Caused
and moreased by social growth," the benefits of which
should be common, and attaching to land, the just right
to which 1z equal, Rent must be the satural fund for
public expenses, ™

H there be at all such a thing as design in the uni-
verse—and who can doubt it? —then it has been designed
that Rent, the carnings of the community, shall be re-
tained for the support of the community, and that Wages,
the earnings of the individual, shall be left to the indi-
ridual, 1n proportion te the value of his service. This
is the divine law, whether we trace it through complex
moral and economic relations, or find it in the etgrhth

commandment.

. Effect of Corfiscating Reni to Private [se

By giving Rent to individuals society ignores this
most just law,” thereby creating social disorder and
mviting soctal disease.  Upon society alone, therefore,

g7 Plere, far away from civilization, is s soiary sotear {Getting no benefits
from government, be neods no public revennes, and none of the land about him
Las any value. Another settler comes, and another. wntil a village appears.
Seme public revenne §s then required.  Not much, bul some. And the land has i
Little valne, ouly a little; perhaps just snough to ¢qual the need for public
revenne, The village becomes a town, More revenues are needed, and fand
values are higher, It bYecomes n gity, The public revenves reguired are anore
moons, and 20 ave the land values.

98, Society, and society alone, canses Rent. Rising with the rise, zdvancing
with the growth, and receding with the decline of seciety, it measares the earning
power of society as & whole ag distinguished from that of the individuals. Wages,
on the ather hand, measare the earning power of the individoals a3 distingnished
from that of society as & whole. We have distingnished the parts into which
wozlth is distributed as Wages and Rent; bus it wonld be correct, indeed it is the
same thing, to regard all wealth as earnings, and to distinguish the two kinds as
Comeyprenal Eavndngs and fndividual Farpfugs.  How, then, can there be any
question ag to the tund from which society should be suppoeried?  How can it
be Jusily supported 1 any other way thap out of ity own EArnings?

99, “ Whatever dispute arouses the passions of men, the conflict is sure to
rage, not so mich as (o the gnestion *1s i wise?® asio the quostion, s it right?

* This tendency of popular discossions to take an ethical form hat 2 canse. 1t
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and pot upon divine Providence which has provided
bountifully, nor upon the disinherited Poor, rests the
responsibility for poverty and the fear of poverty,

Let us ry 1o trace the connection by means of 3
chart, begiuning with the white spaces as on Plate ¥,
As before, the Arst-comers take possession of the best
land.  But instead of teaving for others what they do
uet themselves need for use, as in the previcus illustra-
ticns, they appropriate the whole Space, using only
part, but claiming ownership of the rest. We may dis-
tinguish the used part with red color, and that which
is appropriated without use with blue. See Chart B,
Plats XI1.

Bat what motive is there for appropriating more of
the space than is used?  Sim ply that the appropriators
may secure the pecuaniary benefit of future social growth,
What will enable them to secure that 7 Gur legal system
of éonﬁscatiﬂg Rent from the community that carns it,
and giving it to land-owners, who, as such, earmn nothing,

Observe the effect now apen Rent and Wages.
When other men come, instead of finding balf of the
best land still common and free, as in the corresponding

spritgs from a law of the human mind: it rests wpon 2 vague and instinctive
recognition of what is probably the deepest truth we gan grasp. Thatalone iswise
which is just: that alene is enduring which s right, In the narvow scale of
individual actions and individnal Jife this triuth may be often obscured, but in the
wider field of national Life it everywhere stands o,

1 bow to this arbitrament, and accept this test," - Frogress amd Feveriy,
dook wr, ofr, 1, .

The reader who has been deceived jnto belleving that Mr. George's proposi-
tion is in any respect unj will find profit in a perusat of the entire chapter from
which the foregoing extract is taken.

tacs. It is reported from lowa that o faw years ago a workinan in that State
saw ameteorite fall, and, secoring possession of it atrer much digeing, ke wag
offered $1 s'l F @ college Bor his * find.”  Bur the owner of the lagd on which the
meteorite f¢ll claimed the money, aad the two weni to law ghout it. After an
appeal to the highest gourt of the State, it was finally decided that neither by
right of discevery, nor by right of labor, could the workman have the money,
because the title to the meteorite was in the man who owned the land upon which
i Fei
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chart on Plate X, they find all of it owned, and are
obliged either to go upon pocrer land or to buy or rent
from owners of the best.  How much will they pay for
the best?  MNot more than 1, if they want it for use and
not to kold for a higher price in the future; for that
represents the full difference between its productivencss
and the productiveness of the next best.  DBut if the
first-comers, reasoning that the next best land wil! soon
be scarce and theirs will then rise in value, refuse to sell
o1 to rent at that valuation, the new-comers must resort
to land of the second grade, though the best be as vet
only parily used. Consequently land of the first grade
commands Rent before it otherwise would,

As the seller’s price under these circumstances is
arbitrary, it cannot be stated in the chart ; but the buyer’s
price is limited by the superiosity of the best land over
that which can be bad for nothing.  The chart may be
made to show it as m Chart (&, Plate XTI

And now, owing to the success of the appropriators
of the best land in securing morz than their fellows for
the same expenditure of laber force, a rush is made for

vnappropriated land.  Itis not to use it that it 1s wanted,
but to enable its appropriators to put Rent into their
own pockets as soon as growing demand for land makes

it valuable.™  “We may, for illestration, suppose thatall

ot The text speaks of Rent only as a pericdical v continuons paymeni—
what would he called * ground rent” Bat actual or potential rent may always be,
and frequently is, capitalized tor the porpose of selling the right 1o enjoy if, and
it is 1o selling vahue that we vsually refer when dealing in and,

Land which has the power of vielding rent to its owner witl have a salling
valug, whether it be used or not, and whether Rent iy acteally derived Irom it or
ot This selling value will be the capitalization of ks present or prospective
power of producing Rent.  Infact, much the larger proportion of land that has a
selling value is wholly or partly unused, producing no Rent at all. or less than it
wonld i fully used.  This condition {8 expressed in the chart by the blue color.

*Fhe capitalized valoe of land is the actuarial @ disconnted” value of all the
nel incomes which it is lkely to afford, allowance being made on the one hand for
ail incidenial expenses, incloding those of collecting the reats, and on the ofher
for its mineral wealth, its capabilities of developroent for any kind of bosiness,
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ihe remainder of the second space and the whole of the
third are thus appropriated, and note the effect 1 Chart
H, Plate X11IL

At this point Rent does not increase nor Wages fall,
because there 15 no increased demand for land for use.
The holding of inferior land for higher prices, when
demand for use is at a standstill, s like owning lots
the moon -entertaining, perhaps, but not profitable.

But let more land be needed for use, and matters prompt-

v assume a different appearance.  The new labor must
go to the space that vields but 1, or buy or rest from
owners of better grades, or hire out. The cffect would

advantapes, material, social, and wsthetic, for the purposss of residenees.”
7, cde, dan, sec g
“The value of land is comunonty rossed as o cectain number of mes the
ourrent money rental, acin other words, certain < pumber of years’ purchase’ of
that remtal; and other things being sgnal it will ke the higher the more impor-
rant these direct gratifications are, as well as the greater the chance that they and
the moeney tncome afforded by the land will rise. -/, mole
alge L . means oot uiility, so any quality inkering io the thing itself, but
a quality which gives to the possession of a thing the power of obtaining other
things in return for it or for its us .. ¥alug in this sense--the nsual sense-—is
purely relative.  IE exisis 3 power of obtaining things
for things by exchanging tham. L S IR v to value, for nothing can
Bo valuable und t hias the quaiity of gratifving some phrysical or mental desire of
man, thongh it be but 2 fancy or whim,  But otility of 3 F does not glive value,
.. Ewe ask our the reasen of . wariations .. valoe . . WS
5 at things having some form of wiility or desirabiltity, are valuable ornot vale-
ble, as they are hard or easy io get.  Aond if we ask fuwther, we may see
that with tmost of the things that bave value this difficulty or euse of getiing them,
which determine ue, depends o the amonnt of lahor which must be expended
in producing therm; 7 g thew inte the place, form and condition in
which they are < Value is simply an esprassion of the labor required
for the prodaction of such a thing.  But there ure sone things as to which thisis
not 0 clear.  Land is not produced by tabor, yet Tand, irrespective of any iwprove-
that labor has made on often has value. . . Yer a little examination
will show that such Facts are but exemplifications of the general principle, just as
the rise of 2 balloon and the fall of a sione both exemplify the universal law of
gravitation. . . The valne of everything produced by tabor, from a pound of
chaile or a paper of pins to the elaborate structure and appurienances of a first-
class ocean steamer, is resolvable on amalysis into an oquivalent of the labor
reguired to produce such a thing in form and place; while the valne of things oot
prodtuced by labor, but nevertheless susceptible of ownarship, is in the same way
resolvable ints an gquivalent of the labor which the owaership of such a thing
enables the owner to shtain or save. . Frrpleved Philosopher, ok .
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be the same in any case.  Neobody, for the given expen-
diture of labor force, would get more than 15 the surplus
of products would go to land-owners as Rent, either
directly in remt payments, or indirectly through lower
Wages, as ustrated in Chart 1, Plate XIV.

The figure 1 10 parenthesis, as an item of Rent,
indicates potential Rent.  Labor would give that much
for the privilege of using the space, but the owners hold
gut for better terms; therefore neither Rent nor Wares
is actually produced, though both might be, 7

In Chast I, notwithstanding that but Little space js
used (indicated with red), Wages are reduced to the
same low poini by the mere appropriation of space
(indicated with blue), that they would reach if all the
space above the poorsst were fully used. [t thereby
appears that under a system that confiscates Rent to
private uses, the demand for land for speculative pur-
poses becomes so great that Wages fall to a minimum
long before they would if land were appropriated only
for use,

In sllustrating the effcet of confiscating Rent to
private use we have as yet iginored the element of social
growth.  Let us now assume as before (Chart B, Plage
X11), that social growth increases the productive power
of the given expenditure of labor force to 100 when applied
to the best land, 56 when applied to the next best, 10
to the next, 3 to the nexi, and 1 to the poorest.  Labor
would not be benefited now—as it appearcd to be when in
Chart E, Plate X1I1, we dlustrated the appropriation of
land for use only—although much less land is actually
ased. The prizes which expectation of future social
growth dangles before men as the rewards of owning land,
would raise demand so as to make it more than ever diff-
cult to get land. Al of the fourth grade would be taken
up in expectation of futere demand ; and “*surplus labor”

LRGN O ) SRS e

would be crowded out to the open space that originally
yielded nothing, but which 10 consequence of increased
labor power now vields as much as the poorest closed
space oniginally yielded, namely, 1 to the given expeadi-
ture of labor force™  Wages would then be reduced
to the present productiveness of the open space.  See
Chart |, Plate X1V,

It we assume that @ for the given expenditure of
fabor force s the least that labor can take, the down-
ward movement of Wages will be here held inequilibrinm,
They cannot fall below 15 but neither can they rise above
#, no matter how much productive power may increase,
so long as it pays to keld land for higher values,  Some
taborers would continaally be pushed back o land which
mereased productive power would have brought up in
productiveness from o to 1, and by perpetual compets-
tion for work weuld so regulate the labor market that the
given expenditure of labor force, however much it pro-
duced, could nowhere secare morve than 1 in Wages. ¥
And this tendency would persist until some labor was
forced upon land which, despite increase in productive

power, would not yvield the accustomed hiving without

merense of labor {force. Competition for work would
then compsl all laborers to merease their expenditare

oz, The paradise to which the youtlt of our conntry have so long beon direct-
wd in the advice o West, young man, go West." is trnthfally described in
f Progress and Poverty.” book iv, oh 3v, as follow

“The man who sets out frons the eastern sesboard ip search of the margin of
cultivation, where he may ohie and withoust paving rent, muost, ke the man
wha swam the river to get a drink, pass for long distances through hali-tlied
farins, and traverss vast s 35 virgin soil, before e reachss the polot where fand
can ba had froe of rent- L by homestead entry or pre-emption.”

103 Henry ett, in his work on 't Political! Economy,” book 11, ¢h. 1,
cbserves with ref nos to bnprovemeids in agricoltoralimplements which dhmin-
ish the expense of coliivaiivn, that they do not increase the profits of the farmer
or the wages of his laborers, but that © the landlord will receive in addition to the
rant already paid to him, 21l that is saved in the expense of cultivation.”  This is
true not alone of mprovements in agricelture, but also of improvements in all
othar branches of Industry.
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of labor force. and to do 1t oover and over Again as
progress went onand lower and lower grades of land were
monopolized, until human endurance couid go no fur-
ther "™ Either that, or they would he obliged to adapt
themselves to a lower scale of living,

They in fact do both, and the incidental disturbances
of general readjustment are what we call “hard times, 710
These culminate in forcing unused land into the market,
thereby reducing Rent and reviving industry.  Thus in-
crease of labor force, o fowering of the scale of living,
and depression of Rent, co-operate to bring on what we
call *“good times.” RBut ne sooner do ‘good times”
retarn than renewed demands for land set m, Rent rises
again, Wages fai) again, and *hard times” duly reaApDent.
The cad of every period of “hard fHmes” finds Rent
higher and Wages lower than at the end of the Previous
period, %

04 “The eanse which Eniits specalation in commodities, the (enders
imereasing price to draw torth additional supplies, cannot lmit the spuculative
advance in fand valyas and ixed quant bich huyman agen
neither increase nor diminish; but the 1oy erthel it to the prie X

iR feounired Ly labor and o pital as the condition of engaging in pro-
possible to continnogsly ¢ v St zero were reashed,
W be possibily continunusly inevease remnt until it swallowed it the whole
produce, Bata WRges cannn! he permanently reduced balow e polnt at which
laborers will eonsent o work and reproduce. nar 3 1 below e point a: which
capital will be devoted to produciion, thers is a limit which restrains ihe crli-
tive advance of ren, Hence, speonlation cannot have the same SC0Pe o advance
restin conateies where wages and interest are alveady near the minimum, ag in
eauntries where they are somsiderably above it vy Hhat there fsin af rogressive
Gonies a constant tonde; v in the speculative Advancs of rent Lo averpass the
fimit where production would cease, is, ¥ think shown by recarring seasons of
industrial par i T BEreEs e Fozerty, bonk fu. ok ior.

T8 AL Frck onee Putit, ' the man whe itakeds two blades of LTSS Lo grow wharg
but one grew before, ISt NOt be surprised when ardered to Tkeep of the grage,

ol That & specnia dvance in rent pr land values mvariably precades
each of these seasons of industrial depression is everywhere clear, That they bagr
to each other the relation of cayse and effeqr, iy obvious (o wh er sonside
necessary relation between land and labog, - Frogresy and Fp ‘v, Dook s,

W7, What are called good times " veach a point at whicl an apward land
market sets . From that poiat there is a downward tevdency of wages for rise
in the cost of Iving, which is the same thing) in 2l departments of labor and with
all grades of laborers, This tendency continues until the fistitions valyes of fand

TADNING RENT FOR COMMON UsE, P2t

The dishonest and disorderly system under which
society confiscates Rent from common to iudti'viduai uses,
produces this resuit.  That maladjustment is the funda-
mental canse of poverty.  And progress, so long as the
maladjustiment continues, instead of tending to remove
poverly as naturally it should, actually generates and
ntensifies it.  Poverty persists with increase of produc-
tive power because land values, when Rent 1~ privately
appropriated, tend to even greater increase. ..rh‘fi:l:{i can
be but one outcome if this continumes: for wndividuals
suftering and degradation. and for society destruction.

e Lfvct of Retaining Bent Jor Comuon Use,

If society retained Rent for common purpos'e\:, all
weentive to hold land for any other object than imme-
diate use would disappear.  The cffect may be lustrated
by 2 comparison of the last preceding chart with Chart K
on Plate XV,

‘LThere 1s bat one difference between these two charts,
In the former, Rent is confiscated to private use: whereas
i the latter, Rent is retained for common use.  All the
labor force indicated with red in the former chart would
aot more than atilize the space to the left and part of the

adjoining one, which wouald clevate W ages to what, with
the given labor force, could be produced fmm the poorer
of the two spaces.  After that, increase of Rent wouid
not earich land-owners at the cxpense of other classes

: H " fiep 1
it would enrich the whele community. "

cy is felt only by that class which 38 hired for

e way, Solong as the feode ;
; 1 same tendency s felt by the elass of labor

vages, it is poverty merely; whan 4 J
Zl‘:fi% (il.istiizguished as “‘the business interests of the couniry,” if is* hard tff:ms.”
And “hard times ™ are periodical because land valnes, by fa]hn’g, alvilow' 'go_o@i
thnes™ to set in, and by rising with * good times ™ bring ©* Emr_d times on again.
The effect of ** hard tiyues may ke overcome, without mach, 3f an_y, Eall in ]an{f
values, by sufficient increase in productive power to overtaks the fictitions valus
o E‘*‘Ij: The Taborer would receive in Distribution al that ke earned and no
move than ke sarned in Production; and that is the aatural law.




fe THE SINGLE Tax,

H

o The Single Tax Retuips Rewt for Common I7 .

To retain Hent for common
to abolish land-titles, nor to let
bidder. nor to invent some new

mechanism of taxation,
norin any other w

ay durectly to change existing modes
of hotding land for use. or existing machinery for collect-
ng public revenues. “Great changes can be best brought
about under old forms. 7% 1o land be held nominality

I socizt conditions, wlhere industry is sub-divided and trada
fapossible to say arily what is the Guivalient of o
statute fixing the compensation Tor labor
say is that lubor s wortl what

is intric
n labor. Henee,
su veally be operative, AN that we e
SONract io give and
woll as what the
to contract for the saie of thes labor when labor
divorced from land as o abnovmally gint the Jaloe market and
s of their Iabor for ahnost anything the buyer olfers, the alternative
of starvation, Laborers may be as traly snslaved by divorcing tul
by driving them with whip.

o4, Sach dupes are men 1o custom, and s
To revirence

inen freg
mast be whae they fresly contract to bake
give; and men are not free
generally is
make men

e tor i, Bt it
FHIACE to

S

ar fronn land as

o oprone
what is ancient and pan plead
A votrse of long ohservance for its use,
That even servitinge the worst of iils,
Becanse deliversd down
s hept and gusrded

Tom sire to son
a8 a saered thing,

- ngirdes
It is only custom that [

frequently bad ccoasion to te
Ohin, found its 21, of 1
awin

hip of tund scem rea sotatle,  { have
ity under which the %

eral thonsand doll
draw-bridge over 2 When I des

tod no attentio

sed perfectly lecture
audience. Bat when 1 desoribed the transaction ag o payment by the city 1o a
Jand-owner of thousands of dollars for the privilege of swinging the draw through
manilested fts appreciation of the absurd-
The iden of OWIHDE adr was ridicalo
Yot whe can explain the o @

that man’s air,”” the apdience nvariably
ity of such an ownership,
owning land was net,
custom 7

the idea of
TOIICE, eXoept as 4 matier pf

To the same effpct was the question of the Rev. K. L. H 5 10 2 friend.
While stationed ¢ Galveston, Texas, Mr. Higgins feli into a discussion with hig
iriend as to the right of Bovernment to make land Private property. The Iriend
argued that no matter what the abstract right might be, the government bad miade
private property of land, and people bad bought and sold upon the strength of the
the govermmment ttle, and therefore land titles wera mworally absolute.

= Suppose,” said Mr. Higgins, * that the gove
tion title to the Gult of Mexico, s
anyibing in or upon the
Wounld that be Fight?

rament shonld vest in o Sorpora-
o that 5o one could fish there,

or sail thers, or do
waters of the Guif without prermission fr

o the covporation,

use it is not BECOSSATY
land cui to the haghest
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as 1t is now,  Let taxes be collected by the

ame kind of
machinery as now.  Buot abolish all taxes except those
that fall ;1;)011 actual and potential Rent, that is to say,
upoen land values, ] )

It that were done it is donbifal i land-owners could
anty longer confiscate enough Rent 1o be worth the
trouble. E

n though some surplus were siill kept by
them, it would be so much more easy to secure Wealth
by wérking for it than by confiscating Rent to private
use, to say nothing of its being so much more respect-
ahl&, that speculation in land values would practically
be abandoned. At anvy rate, the guestion of a 8111‘1}].113—
Hent in excess of the requirements of the commumﬂty—-
may be readily determined when the prﬁz.}'{:ipw that ii(-{z}t
justly belongs to the community and ‘f\f‘agczs’; to l:he ,m—
dividual shall have been recognized by society in the
adoption of the Single Tax 1

“ Mo, answered the friend.
“Well, suppose the sorporstion s

houtd then pareel out the Golf o different
to own the whole Galf to the excbosion of
Could b tidde be acquired by these pur-
at the rest of the peopls if they got

parties unill some of the poople ca
everyhody else, born and unbar
chasers, or their descendatiss ar res
the power would not have vipht 0 abrogate 117
Certaindy not,”” said the friend. i . ) -
 Ceuld private titles to the Gulf possibly become absolute 1o mora
“No»w ) .
“Then tell me,” asked Mr. Higgins, * what differenc
2 5 C the Gulf and ¢ the hars
water were taken oft the Gulf and only ¢ . . -
0. Thomas G, Shearman, ¥sg., of New York, author of the famous magn-
ztne article on  Who Owns the ed States,” sstimates that sisty-five per t;cl]:;b
of the present anmnal vaine of the land in the United States would PRy ?I, i !e
present expenses of American goveroment-federal, state, connty, and soaicipal.

# wonld snke if all the

anad de

=16}
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Vo CONCLITSION,

In *Progress and Poverty, " after reaching his con-
clusion that command of the fand which 1s necessary for
labor is command of al} the fraits of labor save encugh
to enable Tabor to exist, Henry George says:

20 simple and so clear is this trath that to fully see it
once 1s always to recoguize it There are pictures which,
though looked at agamn and again, present only a con-
fused labyrinth of lines or scroll-work—a landscape,
trees, or somethung of the kind-—uniil once attention 1s
calied to the fact that these things make up a face or a
figure.  This relation once recognized is always afterward
clear. ™ [t is 50 in this case.  In the light of this truth
all social facts group themselves in an orderly relation,
and the most diverse phenomena are seen to spring from
One great principle.

. This idea of the concealsd ploture was graphically ilustrated with a
story by Congressmay Juwes &3 Maguire, at that time 2 foadge of the Snpevior

Court of San Fraucisco, o a speech at the Academy of Mnaic, Naow York City, i
1557, In substance he :

“lwas one day walking along Kenrs ¢ street in San Franciseo, when 1 noticad

acrowd around the shoaw window ol a stove, lovking at someiling e,
# glanes mysel?, and saw ORlE & very poor pictare of a very titeresting land-
scape.  But as 1 was terning AWRY Wy eve caught the words andernesth the
pictare, * Do ¥ou see the cai?” | looked zgain and more clasely, bat saw 1o oatin
that picture, Then I spobie to the crowd

* Gentlemen,” I said, 1 see o sat in that pictore. s there a cat there?

" Bome vne in the crowd replied:

“t Naw, there ain™ no cat there,  Iers's a crank who says he soes the cat,
bt nobtody else can ses it

“Then the crank spoke np:

o1 tell von there is g cat there, oo, IPs all cat. What you fellows take for
a landscape is just noihing more than the ontlines of a cat, And you needn’t call
2 man a craok either, becavse he cun see more with his eves than vou i

CWell” the Judge conti fued, O ¥ looked very closely at the picture, and then
Lsald to the man they called « crank

©F Really, sir, I cannot make sutacat, 1 can sge nothi ng but a poor picture
of a landscape.”

¥ Why, judge,’ he exclaimed, *just look at that bird in the air, That's the
catl's ear.’

“ T looked, bt was cbiiged w say:

"1 am sotry to be so stupid, But oan’t make a cat's ear of that bird. It isa
poor bird, bot not a cat's sar,”

CONCLUSION, g

Many events subseguent to his writing have gone to
prove that Henry George was right.  Each new phase
of the social problem makes it sull morc (?_lcar tha.t the
disorderly development of cur civilization is explaz%}e‘d,
not by pressure of population, nor by the Super‘hcaai
relations of employers and employed, nor by scarcity of
money, nor by the drmking habits of the poor, nor by
ndividua! differences in ability to preduce wealth, nor
by an mcompetent or malevelent Crez'nor: but, as;he has
said, by ““inegaality 1o the ownership of land.” And
esach new phase makes 11 equally c.h,.zz‘u" that tb.(: remedy
for poverty is not to be found in famine and d‘isease and
war, nor in strikes which are akin to war, nor in th‘{% sup-
pression of strikes by {orce of arms, BOT in the coinage
of money, nor 1n prohibition or high license, nor in
technical education, nor in anything else short_ c?f
approximate equality in the OWHCI’S-i‘iip of lan.d‘. ’l'h_zs
alone secures to all equal opportunities to participate n
production and full ownership by each rp;m_ciu'cer' of l:h;s
own proportion of the joint prodact ‘j_hlS 18 ]_ustme,
this 35 order.,  And unless our civilization have it for a

Y EWell, then,” the crank urged, *look ai that twig twirled around in a circle.

That's the cat's eye’
r o o £ 5

< But I eonlds’tmmake an eye of i ] . -

Ok, then,” said the crank a little fmpatienily, ‘look at those sproats at {he
foot of the tree, and the grass. They make the cat’s olaws.’ ] )

“After another deliberate examination, I reporeed that they did look a ltte
i r b i ot them wiih a cal
Hize a ¢law, but I conldn™ conmey . ) .

S Onee more the crank caiee back at e, CIon’t you see that Lmb o# ther.e.
and that other limb wnder it? and that white space between?  Well, that white
space 18 the cat’s il ) ) ) )
¥ 1 looked sgain and was just on the poini of replyving ihat there was no cz?t
there so far as | coald see when suddenly the whele cat burst opon me. There #
w.‘g“ sure enough, Just as the crank had said; and the only reason that the rest of
ns c)ol'ld'n% see it was that we hado’s got the right point of view. Bllt_-now that |
saw it I could see nothing else in the pictwre.  The landscape bhad disappeaaad
.‘;nﬁ a ont bad tuken ifts place. And, Ao yoe know 1 owas aever afterward able,
and a cat bad tuken iis . Fou ko ; aevs

i 5 at picture, to see anything in it but the catl
apon locking at that picture . ‘ g ) .
' From th‘;% story as told by Judge Maguire, bas gome the slang of the single

tax agitation. To “see the cat’ Is to nnderstand the single tax,
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;ioundatm;‘.t, new forms of slavery will assuredly lead us
into new forms of barbarigm, 1
ra. O primary social adjustment 15 a denizl of justice

A G0 the fand on which and from sehich neher men mn
themn his bondsmen in o degres w

tn allowing ops
we have made

e t as materfal proge woes

This is the sabtile alchemny that in w hey do not v : o the

masses in wvery civilized conntry the froits of thedr

a harder and more hopeless siave
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APPENDIX.

BRIEF ANSWERS TO TYPICAL QUESTIONS.

3. Do you regard the single tax as a panacea for all social dis-
gase ?

A, Whea William Lioyd Garrison announced his conversion to
the single tax in a letter to Henry George, e took pains to state
that he did not believe it to be a panacea, and Mr. George replied :
“ Neither do T; but I believe that freedom 8.7 Your question
may he answersd in the same way, Freedom is the panacea for
social wrongs and the ills they breed, and the single tax principle
is the tap-root of freedom.

3. Waoold the single tax vield revenue sufficient {or all kinds of
government ?

A, Themas . Shearman, Esq., of Mew York, estimates that
sizty-five per cent. of the rent that the land in the United
States now yields actually and poteatially to its awners, would
he sufficient, But whether it would or not is as yet an unimpor-
tant guestion,  If all revenues ought to be raised from land values,
then no revenues should be drawn from other sonrces while any
land value yemains in private possession.  Until land values are
exhausted the taxation of labor cannot be excused,

. In an interior or {rontier town, where land has but little
value, how would you raise enough money for schools, highways,

and other public needs ?

A&, There is no lown whose finances are reasonably managed m
which the land valoes are insufficient for local needs.  Schools,
highways, and so forth, are oot local bat general, and should be
maintained from the land valucs of the state at large.

€3, What disposition would you make of the revenues that
exceeded the needs of government ?

A. The people who ask this question ought to seitle it with
those who want to know whether the single tax would yield
revenue enough, 1 do not believe that public revenues under the
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sigle tax would cxceed the st needs of economicai government ;
in better highways, better sidewalks, better wharves, hetter schools,
better public service of varioys kinds, we should find sufficient
demand for all our revepyes, But the question of deficiency or
surplus is one 1o be met and disposed of when it ari

present question is the wisdom and the justice of applving land
values o common use, as far as they will 86 0r as much of them as
may be neaded as the case HIAY prove o be.

G M the full rental value were taken would it not produce too
much revenne and encourage official extravagance 7 If only what
was needed for an cconomical administration of government, would
not land siill have specalative value 7

A. L the first part of Your guestion vou are thinking of a vast
centralized government as administering public revenues, With
the revenues raised lacally, each locality being assessed for its con
tribution to the state and the nation, there would be ne sach
danger. The possibility of this danger would be still further re-
duced by the fact that private business would then offer greater
pecuniary prizes than would pablic office, wherefore public office
would be sought for purer Puspases than as money-making oppor-
tunities,  As to the second part of your question, the speculative
value of land would be wiped out assoon as the tax on land valyes
was high encugh and that on improvement values low ancugh io
tnzke production mare profitable than speculation.  Aud this point
would be reached long before the whole rental valug was absorbed
in taxation.

. If a land-owner Builds, doesnot that increase the value of his
fand and consequently the amount of the tax he would have to
pay? I so,would not he be taxed for his improvement ?

A. No, Upon the value of the building lie would never pay any
tax. Itistrue that hig improvensent might atiract others to the
locality in snch numbers as to make iand there scarcer and con.
sequettly dearer. His own lot would in that case rise in calue
with the other land and he taxed more, just as the rest woald be,
But that would not take any of his labor in taxes; he would sull
have his building frez of taxation, ‘Thus 1 1f on a ot worth $1000
a bailding worth $roce were erected, making the whole worth
$2000, the tax would fall only upen the $iooo which represents
the valug of the lat, If land then became so searce that the lor
¥Yose in value to $1500 the tax would be raised.  But the swner's

ANSWERS 10 QUESTIONS,

smprovement would be still cxempt. When his property was
worth §2000 he was taxed on §1000, the value of the lot, leaving
$1000. the value of the building, free ; and now, though he is taxed
on $1z00, the value of the lot, $1o00, the value of the buitding, is
stifl free.

- I aman owns a city Lot with a $5000 Iauiidinglmz it. what,
wnder the single iax, would hinder another ma perhaps with hos-
tle intent. from bidding a higher tax tium the first man was abie
to pay, and thus custing him from his building ? )

A. The question rests upoen a misapprehension of mcﬂ}od. ) The
single tax is not a method of nationalizing land and z'cntmg it out
to the highest bidder. 1t is o methed of taxation.  And it would

“not only hinder, it would prevent the unjust ousting of anoiher

from his building.  The single tax falls unon land-owners in pro-
portion 1o the wnimproved value of their land : and this value is
determined by the real estate markel—by the demands of the whole
com:'nmiiiy—'z.md not by arbitrary bids.  No one could onst 2 man
frow bis building by bidding more {or the fand on which it stoﬂod
than the occupier was paying; the single tax wonld noi be in-
ereased in any case unless the land upon which it fell was in so
much gr':;ﬂm‘w{ ermand that the awner could Tet it for a higher rent,

. What would be the expense of collecting the single tax as
compared with that of colle ting prasent s ?

A Mach less. 1t is casicr to assess fairly, and easier to collect
fully ;  the machinery of assessment and collection wonld be
sim}ﬂer and cheaper, and it would not enable firs payess io collect
the tax with profiess upon it from wltimare payers.

Q. How would you estimate land values ? )

A As wedo itnow, Asreal estate dealers estimate them.  As
appraisers in partition would estimate them.  Read note 28,

Q. How would you value the land of a farm when all the land
of the peighborkood was fully improved ? : )

A, By ascertaiming the value per square rod of _i}le f?l.djacem
highway. The value of that, for the purposs of adding it to the
farms along which it runs, would denote the land value of the
farms.  Read notes 4 and 28,

G. How can mines be taxed without imcreasing the price of the
Gt 7 '

Ao By tazing the royalty, or, what is e.ssemia}iy ih‘.e same, Iby‘.
taming their capitalized valoe as mining opperiunities. This would




88 APPENDIY.

tend to lower rather than increase the price of the product.  Regd
note 11,

(. How would the single tax he assessed on a railroad which
;mss&irl through 2 farm worth (without its improvements) %10 an
acre ? '

A According to the value, not of the adjacent farms, but of the
total ;‘!gh{ of way, much as the value of a navigable siver might be
determined if it were private property.

0. How would you assess the land value tax of a man whe by
making levees, had veclaimed Lund from the Mississipni ? Say that
the land when reclaimed was worth $50 an acre, but that the levees
cost a great deal less, S

A The fact ihat the levees cost less than the value of the land
when reclaimed, shows that the upportunity for reciaiming such
fand .!ms a value. Thai valge, the value of the opportunity o
reclaim, is the land value of the property, and would be the basis
of the tax,

0. How would you adjust mortgages to the single tax scheme ?

Al Mt‘)rtgng{fs are modified deeds, and morigagees are fand-
owners in degree, [ would make no adjustment, but would warn
mortgageors and mortgagees o adjust their interests as they see
fit when they make theip mortgages, just 25 I would warn buyers
and sellers of land to guard their interests as hetween themiselves
1 . NP il I T . .
by theu.” contracts. IFall notice has now been given that as soon
as possible and as fast as possible we propose 16 induce the people
to bring about a condition in which land values will be taken for
pubtic use and improvement values be left for private use, People
who in the face of this notice neglect 1o protect themselves in their
confracts have no one else 1o blame if when the change comes
they suffer pecuniary loss in the re-adjustment.

Q. How will the single tax affect leases already made?  WiR
the foss of decliving values fal) upen the owner or the lesses »

A. That will depead upon the covenanis in the lease. It
behooves tenants to see to it that their leases contain provisions in
this respect,  If they fail to protect themselves they cannot com-
plain in case they suffer when the single tax comes inte operation,
They will have had ample warning, and their misfortune will be
due to their own negligence, ’

£ Shouid the whole rental value of land be taken for comman
use, or only encugh for government purpeses

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS, 8o

A. Only enough for government purposes.  When the people
see that this merhod of taxation nproves business, imcreases
wages, cheapens land, and generally promotes prosperity, they
will not hesitate to Increase their taxes so loag as public Improve-
ments are needed and land values are unezhaosted,  As (s said in
* Progress and Poverty 7 (bools wiii, ch. if) 1 = When the commen
right to land is so far appreciated that all taxes are abolished save
those which fall upon rent, there is no danger of much more than
s necessary to induce them to collect the public revenues being
left to individoal landholders,”

. How would the tax be collected from those who neglected
or refused 1o pay ?

A. Asindividoals may now collect rent from tenants who refuse
to pay by suing for the tax, or evicting the occupant, or both i#
necessary.  Lihink, however, that the public would deal more justly
with cccupants than landlovds do with ground renters. ! think
it would compensate for any loss in respeet of improvements.

Q. How would you reach the bondholder, or the man with
money alone ?

A, Why should we wish to reach him if his bonds or his money
represent labor produocts to which he has horestly acquired a just
title #  This question is a legitimate offspring of the plundering
theory that men should be taxed according to their ability o pay,
the merits of which are considered on pages 7—g. Itisa (uestion
which may also have been suggested by the fact that © bond-
holders ” and “ men of money " are so often men whe have special
privileges which cein meney for them, There is a feeling that
it would be unfair to allow such special privileges to escape
taxation. [t would he. But inquivy will show that the mast
impertant of these privileges rest in the ownership of land, and
that the * bongdholders " and “ men of money " whom the Gues-
tivner probably has in mind, are in fact great {andlovds; that is
to say, that their fortuncs are really based apon land, When
land valyes were taxed, the great source of unearned incomes—Iand
monopoly-—would be praciically sbolished, and bondholders and
men of money would be only those who earn what they have, Sach
property no man of honest instincts should wish to expropriate.

(. In your lecture you tell of a meteorite which a pOGT WEn

found, but which the law gave to the owner of the land on which -
it fell. (See note 100) Wouldn't the owner, or Possessor, or
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whatever you choose to call him, of that fand get the meteorite
Jusi the same if the single tax were in force ?

AL Yes, H only one meteorite fell upon his land.  But if meteo-
riles got into the habit of falling there the lang would grow in
value, and then the single tax would sperate o take the value of
those meteorites Tor common use, less the labor expended upon
thetn, the value of which would g0 to the laborer. 1§ iold of Lhe
ong ineteorile 1o iMustrare 3 principle.  Butas g Practical gaestion
we need deal only with Jang upen which, speaking in metaphor,
meteorites have a habit of falling.  The occasional diamond, the
nugget of gold, or other valuzble thing found here or there one
of the accidents of 5 day, are of no praciical moment © 3t s ihe
dismond fields, the gold nrines, the ferrile farming spots, the
centers of trade, and similar valuable opportunities for tabor, that
are of moment as factors in social problems,

£ Would not the single tax increase the rent of houses ?

A Noo It takes taxes off buildings and materials, thus mak-
mg it cheaper to build houses, How can house rent go oup as
the cost of building houses goes down P Read PP 5 to 8 and the
related notes.

G Do not the benefies of good government increase the value of
houses as well as of land ?

A. No. Houses are never worth any more than i COSts 1o
reproduce them,  Gouod government tends to diminish the cost of
house bui‘fding thow, then, can good government nerease the value
of houses?  You are confused by the fact tha houses, being
attached o land, seem o increase in value, when it is the land and
not the house that reafly increases. It is the same mistake tha
a somewhal noted economic teacher, who advocates protection as
his specialty, made when he tried 1o show that there &5 an an-
earned increment ” to hoases as well as o iands, He did sp by
mstancing a kot of vacant land which bad risen in value from
#5000 to $ro.000, and compariag it with 4 house on 5 neighbor-
ing lot which, x5 ke sajd, had also increased in value from $s000
0 810,000, At the moment when he wrote, the house 1o which he
referred could have been reprodused for $5000 ; and had he been
capable of thinking out 2 Proposition he must have discovered that
i was the ot on which the house stood, and not the house itsedf,
which had increased in value,

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS. 5}1:_' ]

€3, What difference would it make to tenants whether they paid
land rent to the community or to privaie owners ? .

A. When they pay it to the community they are paying it in
part to themselves, and what others pay they shaf‘e ) for they are
part of the comiunity.  They are also exempt i‘m{n taxes.. And
since there would be no inducement to speculate in Land ¥ reunt
went to the community, land would be more plentiful and rents
would consequently be lower . o

(3. Wouid not the merchant shift his land value tax by adding it
to the price of his goods ?

A, MNo. Read note 11, ‘ - 4 s

Q. Would not the tax on land values increase the value of land ;

A. No. Read note 11,

Q. What good would the singls tax do to the poor ? sm(’l Fr-low 2

A. By constantly keeping the demand for labor above the supply

it would enable them to abolish their poverty.

€. Hasn't every man who needs it a vight 10 be employed by
the government ? e , - cure b i

&, Noo But he has a right 1o have gov umner?t' seeure him .
the enjoyment of his equal nght to the r.)ppﬂrmmrm:s irl)r ﬂ%]’!p](‘)y"
ment that nature and social growth supply. W h‘m? goverament
secures him in that respect, if he cannot get work it is becausle (Ivj
he does not offer the kind of service that people want; or (2) n;,ﬁ;
incapabie. His remedy, if he does not offer the kmrd (;f,sfl,wf‘ft ai
people want, is cither to make people see tha{. d 1&:\} ail‘}(.l ml;s«
;aken, or go to work at somothing else; if he ;s'uu,apa 5 e', is
remedy is to improve himself.  In no case has he a right to gmcr?m
ment interference in bis bebalf, sither through schemes to make
work, or by bounties or tariffs. .

£ Would working people, whose snm{s a're,in saf:jlgs\i);n([:s
ot insurance companies which own land or have mortgages up
land, fose by the shriniage in land values? ‘ .

A. Not if the companies were managed m[f:ihgﬂ‘ntly.‘ v‘ﬂf.clii
managed companies would shift their investments as they observec

the persistent decline of land values, They would do #t even as

soon as conditions appeared which would naturally cause Iand

i it worki cople could well afford to give all
values to shrink,  But working people could well aff F

ent e Fme igh wages that
their suvings for the permanent employment and high by

' ing it 3 orking people but
the single tax would bring aboutl. 1t is not working peoj

idle people who would fose anything by the single tax,
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. %bf Eaxesgh?{e mhhe paid by labor, what differene
avorers whether they are levied in nronorion .
haborers v b in proportion

2 0065 i make
10 land values, o

A, When tazes 2 i
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z v gy o e i y
% yi are what the carners woujd ctherwise keep: but whep t'lb :
are lev n tand-owners i : , “3
< ed upon land-owners in proportion 1o Jand valyes, they t‘il‘Z
what the earpers Hiust in any event lose 4 o
. Under the si '; o
2. U ngle tax couid IYErs : to i}
vaton poper & ey employers cut wages 1o the star-
AN 7 3 '
s 0. Under the single tax employvers would he constantly
idding for workmen, instead of waorkmen constantly lJ"lrl" ( fi ’
biads " e, i . : antly bidding for
o ;;Gyeirs as is the case now, It iy the “oversupply ” of ?’;bor
Al MAkes starvation wares i ‘ ,
o l(:}rs starvation wages possible, and the single tax would
abolish that - cduied or, ti ] ‘
abol hat ; not by reducing the supply of labor. the Malrho:
devive, oy 2oL LY : ; 3 avor, the Malthysiag
: , Y alowmg the effective demand for labor 1o fr
e, © abor 1o freely

Q. Whal effect w j
. g vauld the single tay e iy i
Qs e > 8 ax have on immigration 7 W
w2 LW g . HBMTALIGn P OW
‘:ni? at; influx of forelgners from different nations » Would
. adop i Y T o
o t} i t"ed M one county of great natural apportunities, and
W others, 1ts tendency would not Aux o
iley Dot only be to cause an ;
pot i ; . 3 ase an influx of
oresgners, but also to make their comine Bighly desirable
UWD experience in the 1inj ] e we had an abonden
o 1‘ j, € United States, when we had an abundance
ree land : rere begol i : o
ot : ¢ :ii?dv‘ﬂ, ere begging the populations of the warld to come
o wus, offers a faint Suggestion of what might be expectad o
0. Wi “the single (a1
2 i not the capitalist be able under the single 1oy
sell the laborer—-to <ali goods for less than cast. o) ('] okt
s e “ grood; A cost, 4t least e ~
; (2;!1;1 !then,by foree him to accept the capitalist’s terms ;npora
o sV ith capitalists continyally hunting for men 1o help them
their orders, and bidding agamst each otly en,
would b i ‘ g ag LD other 10 get men, as
woutd be 1€ case under the single tax, such o contingency wonld
o 10 the highest depree improbable. 1t is practicaliv ; i
Nothing shons o ET¢ t able. 18 practically impossible,
&5 us EE S5 £
vamrsof o SLoan absclutely perfeet trust, of alf the
Y b e & & i Vi )
mers capital the world over could produce it And even thes
lenty of ve 5 and i ] or ’
;3;‘ ¥ ery useful land of all kinds being free and labor products
SELg exempt from taxation, al] people who swere outside of h
oing o, were outside of the
i,- : vauld resort co-operatively 1o the lang, and the trust woald
ie obliged to take them in ag the alternative of falling e
! > H ¢l i 1 -
under their competition. B e

Q. Is not ownersh;
s srshr o 2 o - T 3
rship of fand HLEssAry 1o Induce jrg improve.

meni 7 I}()ﬁ? not b 5 it £ 5 3 eRon
i H sl ¥ sl Ow that priv e Ownershi 1 5
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ANBWERS TO QUESTIONS,

A. Mo, Private vse was doubiless a step in advance of come
mon ase. And because private use seems 10 us 16 -have  been
brought about under the institution of private ownershin, private
ownership appears to the superficial 16 have been the real advance,
But a ltde observadon and reflection will remove that I pression,
Private ownership of land js not necessary to s private use. And
so far {rom inducing fmprovement, private ownership retards it
When a man owns land he may accamulate wealth by doing
nothing with the land, sieply allowing the community to inorease
#s value while he pays a merely nominal tax, upon the plea that he’
gets no income from the property.  But when the possessor has o
pay the value of his land every year, as he would have to under the
single tax, and as ground renters do now, he must improve his hold-
ing in order to profit by i, Private possession of land, without
profit except from use, promotes improvement ; private ownership,
with profic vegardless of use, vetards improvement.  Every city in
the world, in its vacant lots, offers proof of the statement, It s
the lots that are owned, and not thogse that are held upon ground-
lease, that remain vacant.

3. Would not the full single tax destroy the basis of all credit—
fand values ?

&, The bull single tax—one bundred per cent. of annual ground
rent-—would wipe out land values, which are but the capitalization
of rent.  But land values are not the basis of credit, Merchants

do not prefer mortgages on land as security for commercial debts,
unless they hope 1o get the ownership of the land through fore-
The true basis of every man’s credit, from the consumer

clasure.
at the eross-roads store to the great retail merchant at the factory
or the jobbing house, is honesty, opportunity, and ability, He whe
will pay his debis if he can, and has an opporlunity to earn enough
to pay them with, and is able to make good use of theepportuniey,
needs no land values to offer as a basis for commercial credit. He
has the ideal basis of all eredit.  And this basis of credit every
man could have if the single tax were in operation,
3. Would the single tax benefit the debtor class?  If so, how?
A It would, By abolishing the monopoly of oppertunities te
work, and thus enabling debtors to earn enough, while decently
supporting themselves, to honestly pay their debis. The debtor
class deserves sympathy, neot because it is in debt, but because #
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is forced by existing institutions to go into debt in srder 0 work,
and is then so hampered and harried by the same imstitutions ag

o make orderly repayment impossible and bankrupicy inevitable,

(3. What would be the effect of the single tax i you still fefr
raitroad, telegraph, monsy, and other monopelies in private hands ?
A. The real strength of alt monopolies i3 in 1
Observe, for example, the land holdings of the mside ring of such
ratlroads as the Southern Pacific, to which the interesis of the road
are corruptly made subordinate.  Abwolish Jand monopoly, and the

power of all the others will go, as Sampson’s sirength went with
the cutting of his hair,

and monopaly.

. How is it possible to deterimine what part of 2 man’s product
i5 due to fand, and what part is due to labos ?
~ A Al products are due wholly to the anion of land and labor,
Labor is the active force, land is the passive aierial: and wilhe
out both there can be no product at all. Bui the part of a
man’s product that he individually earns, as distinguished from
the part that he obtains by virtue of advantageous location,
is determined by the law of rent—by what his location is worth,

Q. What is the value of a man’s lahor »
A. What he can get for it under competition

in a free market,
There is no other test,

. Is there no danger that under the single tax schemin
of great intellect wouwld be able to take ad
intefligent Drethren, and by the
thing as they do now ?

g men
vantage of thewr less
competitive system corral EVEry-

AL M they did, it would not be by the competitive syatem, but
because the competitive system was still lmperfectly developed.
Competition is freedom, and such 2 thing as you sugg

ggest could not
be dowe where freedom prevailed, T believe that the singic tax

would perfect competition,  if it did, and at any rate to the extent
that it did, avery one would get what he earned.

£h. Why does not laber-saving machinery benefit laborers p
AL Suppose fabor-saving machinery to be ideally perfect~so
perfec that no more labor is needed. Could that benefit jzborers,
$0 102 { as land was owaed 7 Would it not rather make land-
wWness completely independent of Laborers ? Of dourse it would.
Well, the labor-saving machinery that falls short of being ideally
perfect has the same tendency. The reason that it does not beneht

ANSWERRE TO QUISTIONS,

H PR S " i i * :
faborers is because by enbancing the valve of fand i restricts
oppertunities for employment, .

3. Under the single tax theory what right have you to tax the
e it ke 3 jay of Beston 15 uot such
value of * made land,” like the Back Bay o I K-
:
b ?
fand produged by labor . N
A l"l"hc surface soil is produced by labor.  Baut the fﬁund(mojn
) ) 3 s - )
i e, is * Made
—the bottom of a bay, a swamp, a nver, ora hole, is r;zt ,,.m‘rcia[q
land 7 dees not differ economically froro a house.  Its mo : ﬂ;
’ . - . g PR oo 1
are produced from one place Lo another and <ldjuat]{.d It{j me he
e, i s the < made land,” as in that-
3 ature in the case of the* ma
demand. But nature i : ma L '
of the house, supplies the materials and the femadatmnl. 'tI:h
& e S . NI R, R ~ation
e of the Back Bay of Boston is chiefly the vaiue of & a:a :
Vaiuge 53 ¥ ! - e .
‘ L communal value.  The single tax would not take tbega ueh
P, ‘ . - > ¢ re the
s pade land 7 : it would take the walue of the space whe
© made land 7 is. -
‘ate 1 e few s
. Why does land teed to concentrale in the hand.s of t (_. .
A B a naterial nroeress tends to increase its value, and
A, Becaose material progres : value, an
i ralis ngs to concentrate in
under existing conditions valuable things tend
the hands of the few, _ ] :
v inerease ;o IS}
€). Does not the growth of 2 community increase 'Nthio"t&agfl of
other thitigs as well as of land P For f]:x;-tmple,.(lczt:n; ;--her dd 1o
1o of the services of professional men, ot ; othe 5
= value of the services of l me of as jer busi-
;}lzs that is dependent upon the presence and ‘g;! owth of t
\'nhu;}i-t'\' as truly as it does to the value of land 7 e
A . . Jiv T¥73e 4 nds
A, Granted that the growth of a commumity primariy te X
: . . ’ 1 g .
iner 1 inereas cofits fend in turn fo attrac
to increase profits, the increased profts
to increase profits, as of ! in tun act
men there to share them. This intensifies competition ;m}! tenl_ls o
. fits. At ime it increases demand for land an
qis. At the same time it increases deman
lower profits. At the sam a0 <
tends to enhance the value of that. It thersforei ;vanimt obf W();her-
ity tinal inc s the valug ¢
: a community finally increases
s gm“?lth Offﬁli ("O;; in f:wt it diea net. Appropriate houses
things as well as of land. In factit doesno - Arp e hous
in c;tiec ave no dearer than appropriate houses o ;hc}. cm yi;
ces in oo roductic ing allowed for.  And althougl
differences in cost of production lze.m?b qi- e ickly papulited
rofessi wen gel very high wages popu
some professional men g ] ag: thickly popuated
cities, the average comfort of professional men in ume;f S e
rher 1 1 v, i s g Maoreover, sven 1 )
higher than in the country. ¢ as high. o analt growth, .
’ N . 3 A '3 ng 2 s
s 25 well as land values were increased by g
vafues as well as land ‘ o
A L5 at labor values must always G
it st never be forgotten that labor value -
it must never he forg : 1 o
for by the individual, whereas land values are never worked ¥

. € heso
the individual, A lawyer may command enormous fees, but he'r
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gets no fee 2t all woless he works for it-

: ;
mands enormous rent the owner ge
work.

bt when land com.
ts tt without doing the stightest

€. Is there any land stion
8 Is there any question in places where land js clyonr
Lexas, for example, vou can get laf.nd as heap as Lo o
agre. s there a land question there »
A, There is no plac i

i > 13 slace where v cheap i implied
g Hhere) i and is cheap i the sense implied
Y the guestion.  Land commands a4 low
But it is poor land ; it is not cheap fand,
there is land that can be had for

] in
oreap as two dollars ap

price in mnany places,
It is true that in Texas
two dollars an acre, but i
here is I 1 : SOMATS an acre, byt it we
y}aid less profit to each unit of labor amd capit .
it than lard in N 'k City i iy
e d in New Vork City which casts hundreds of thousiads
“baodars an acre, The valuable N d th or

] : R de New York land is Y5
| 2 : re land is the ches :
o doi aer e valua 2 cheaper of
1 ; e.t Phe land question is 240 Question in every place where
ARG costs more than it is wor : ! o

e than it is worth for imtmediate use.

al expended vpon

Q though some people have made
Bsntoat trae that others have lost »
than off-set the gains 2
A, Possi 15
) ssibly.  But that has no bearing wpon th =5t
What men lose throush Investents in z; ll oty don
. g s 5 n Hand, the community de
2ot gain ; bat what they oo v does e
¢ ¥ gain the commung
Y I = eommunity does lose,  There.
fore, as between land speculators and ; he Toans
cannot be charged sgainst the evains
E = B

e money by owning fand,
And don't the losses more

€ Cominunity, the losses

LY h(it 151 = I H H
y Lt 15 hﬁ d LECE(‘L!LC Detween Spe latj n i Taz A1) H
Ber kinds of prop HDECL ton in Tand 2 e i

A. I 2l the products of the world w

but fand were free, new products we
cap .
;fffe?ts of the speculation would quickly pass away. But if afl the
fan(_ x;’erf: cornered by specalators, though ﬁwr‘;thmw else were
Tree, the people would immeds. fe 0t ' the sp
1 rediately be dependen

e b rmmediately be dependent upon the specu-

o015 for a chance to live.  Thay ilfustrates the difference !

rere cornered by speculators,
puld soon appear and the 1)

. How can | s51h i
i;ugnegg de;{r&a‘;:} hfs ;v)}t})s.f;zble that speculative Tand values equse
Dusin i‘wmj ot:}mn; w fen_, as any busizess man will tel] you the
whole it value—whether sround e T h :
e - an : - OETOUNG rent or interest
P . ;;_,.3 noney—is one of the smailest Hems in every business >

Lo You overlool the farr ; y ¥ e
_— U;?IEO(}? the fact that the itew of speculative reng is the

¥ wenr which the business man ¢ eain,

y smess man does not get back again,
ooy of s ich i E ot get back again,  The
o souids. the expense of clerk hire, the rent of his boilding

< Wear o i | ived ba 3
wnd tear of implements, are all received back, in thzj

COUTSE 0f al busi i i
s¢ of normal business, in the prices of his goods, Even
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his groand rent, to the extent that it is normal (4 ¢, what it
would be if the supply of land were determined zione Ly land in
ase, and not afiected by the land that is held out of use for higher
values), comes back to him in the sense that s aggregate profits
are that much greater than they would be where ground rent was
less.  But the extra ground rent which he is obliged to pay, in con-
sequence of the abnormal scarcity of land, is a dead weight; it
does not come back te him., Therefore, even if infinitesimal in
amount, as comparad with the other expenses of his business—and
that is by no means admitied—it is the one expenss which may
break a thriving business down.  Besides, it is not alone the ground
rent paid by the business man for his location that bears down
upon his business prosperity ; the weight of abnormally high land
values in general presses upon business in general, and by obstract-
isg the flow of trade forces the weaker business units to the wall,
it is not altogether safe to deduce general econoric principles from
the ledgers of particular business houses,

Q. Which is the more important, land or money ?

A, This is like asking whether to a thirsty man water or a cup
is the more imporiant.  Land is & necessity ; money is but a con-
venience.  The wse of money is to [acilitate trade.  But we can
bye without trade.  And even to trade, mioney is not indispensable,
Trade can be carried on by means of primdtive barter ar by book-
keeping, and in a very high degree it is so carried on.  But we
cannot so much as live, either in solitude or in society, witheut ap-
propriate land,  © Give me all the money in the world,” said an
objector once, *“ and you may have all the land.” And this was the
aswer:  The first thing ¥ should do would be to order you to
give me your money or get off from my fand.”

. Would you let money escape taxation, and so favor money
lenders 7

A, i s a curious fact that this question is most popular among
pecple who clamor for cheap money., How they expect to
cheapen maoney by taxing its lenders on their loans is past finding
out.  To tax money lenders is to discourage money lending, and
thereby ko increase interest on loans., Yes, we should let money
eseape taxation. [t escapes tawxation now, which in itsell is a.
politic reason for exempting it | but weshould exempt it (by taxing
nothing but land values) for the additional ard better reason that al
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man’s money is his own and the community has no right te it, while
a man‘s fand valee is the community’s and the man has no right
toit. This would not faver money lenders in any invidious sense
ftwould faver both lenders and borrowers ; horrowers by {:‘n;‘shling;

them to borrow on easier terims, and lenders by making their lpans.

MOore secure,

3. 'W.ould the single tax abolish interest ?

A. 1do not think s0.  Interest properly understood is a form of
wages, and so far from abolishing i, the single tax, v;;héch would
?ceud to increase all forms of wages, would tend to i[i{'!“%l:il%t‘
interest,  Bur monopaly prefits are often confounded with inf’er*\c;t-
and by force of association have given to interest a bad nll’;t
these Wo‘uid be mipimized if not wholly abolished by the sz‘ngla:
tax. ftis impossible to answer this question intelliffibi}f to every-
one who asks it, withoat requiring him to be spt;::iﬁc- for ivt is
s?idnm that two persons agree as to what they mean by" intfrﬂstk
'I.he Western farmer thinks of the high rate that he pays partlly fm:
risk, partly from his ignorance of the wodns operands o’f “bankin
and ;)art!y because legitimate banking facilitics are scarce in bi'
community ; the Wall Street operator thinks of the premiums ti!ﬁt
he pays for currency in times of stress to tide him over from da
to dz_ty; others think of * interest ” on govermment bonds, and otherﬁ
of dividends of companies with valuable lapd rivhts'. Mane of
‘L‘heste payments are really interest, and the single :1\ wculd tened
o }'1(1 society of them. But that advantage which the woz'k:‘r;en
enjoy whose implements and materials are already va‘there.d aver
those -w-ho have yet to devote time to gathering im:}a]ement; an;ci
Tmatevials, an advantage which js expressed in money and as
m?r:res_t upon capital, will not, T should think, be abolished by any-
thing that man can do. The vatue of such an advaniage is part
of the wages of the labor that creates it e

Q. Wou Sl '
(el 10 rush bt (he b sttt (e home place, and so

_A. When the home place now becores valuable, it is parted
with, :

.Q, Y-*s but when the home place is parted with now the home
ewner s compensated by the kigh price he gets. '

AL Then your question does not turn upon the home sentiment
but upon the dollarsentiment.  As a matter of sentiment, the con-
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dition wouid be no worse in any case than now, and 1o many cases
far better; as a matter of dollars, the guestion s one of justics
and not of the home.  Under the single tax any one who wanted z
home conld have it and pever be obliged to abandon one home
for another, unless such changes took place in the neighborhoed
as to make the place jnappropriate for a2 bome. He could net
then, as he does now, play dog in the manger, saying o the com-
munity, * I will not use this place for appropriate purposes, nor
will 1 allow any one else to do so.”

(3. s not the right of ownership of a gold ring the same as the
pwnership of a gold mine ? and i the latter is wrong is not the
former also wrong ?

A, If it be wrong for you to own the spring of water which you
and your fellows use, is it therefore wrong for you io own ihe
water that you lift from the spring to drink? ¥ so how do you
If you argue in reply that it is mot

propose to stake your thirst ?
shall your felows

wrong for you to own the spring. then how
siake their thirst when you treat them, as you would have a
vight to, as trespassers upon your property? To own the source
of labor products is to own the labor of others ; to own what you
produce from thal source is to own only your own labor,  Nature
furnishes gold mines, but men fashion geld vings, The right of
ownership is radically different.

0. Is it true that men are equally entitled to tand ? Ave they
not entitled 1o it in proportion to their use of it 7 )

A, Yes, they are entitled to it in proportion to their use of if;
and it is this title that the single tax would secure. It would
allow every one to possess as much land as he wished, upon the
sole condition that if it has 2 value he shail account to the com-
munity for that valoe apd for nothing else; all that he produces
from the land above its value being absolutely his, free even from
tazation.  The single tax is the method best adapted to out cir-
cumastances, and o orderly conditions, for limiting possession of
land to its use. By making it unprofitalrle to hold land except for
use, or to hold more than can be used to advantage, it constitutes
every man his own judge of the amount and the character of the
fand that he can use.

3, Is it vight that the owners of ldnd should pay all the taxes
for the support of public institutions, while the owners of comme-

ditics go untaxed 7




