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The Religion of Joseph F

The generess fiappelal Gelp  Joseph
¥els (1854-i914) pave to the spresding of
the Geoargist philesophy overshadewed in
Fhe peblic miad his greater gt of i
spirationel leadership. He was therofers
freguently avpealed fe by vsplcus chari-
table mevements far genipibutions.  Fal-
Iowing i sn encerpd from & leltsr writ.
fon Biny by the dean of a theelogpicsl is.
mtitation and By, Feis” olas reply, am
appropriate mete for the Christimas €ids.

THE DEANWS LETTEE
Having read much of you and
your many aciz of charty and phi-
lanthropy, T write Lo ask for & dona-
tion from you for our imstifulion.

IL may ssem strange that I asgk
iz of one who is net of our falih

wet I have read in some of your
gpesches that vou make no dstine-
tion of rao repd, or oolor, zad that
you regard 2l men a8 yvour broihers;
thaf you belisve in the Brotherhood
of Man and ihe Fatberhosd of God
Thus you are ching what sur in-
abitnlion teaches, anpd sur school is
doing, as best it can wi
menns, the rloyiu Ble
do. . .

ME. ¥
Replving o your oo
I am a2t 3 loss 1o know where ¥
bk
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have read of my “acls of chavily
and philantheopy.” I am oot Tai
anthropist, and  give nothing o
ehariby.

When you zay I an not of your
*falth” I suppose you mean of your

creed.  Lel me
Wwe Can sse whersin

state my fzith, and
we differ,

I wstieve in the Fatherhood of
God, and tharvefore in the Hrother-
hood of Man, By “Man” X

il men. B0 far, I suppose we agre

mean

I Beileve that ithe (resior {reely
gave the earih to all of His ehikiven,
ihat sl may bave egusl vights to
ita use, st:, you agrese to that?

i pelieve fhet the

injupecition, “iw

the sweat of thy brow shald ihon
et Bresd)’  necessarily  implies,
*Thon shkait met eaf bresd in the

swoat of thy brother’s baw™ Do
you agree?

e

¥ hetieve thai ail ave violating %
divine law who Uve in idieness on
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propogitions, bul do not fzach thers,
tell me why. If T am in error, show
me in what respest.

¥ am using all the money I hawve
i teach my creed, my faith, wy re-
Ligion, as best I can, ¥ am uwslog it
&4 best I koow how to abolizh ihe
Hell of civilization, which jz want
and fear of want. I am uging it to
bring im the will of cur Father 1o
estabiish the Brotherhood of Man by
giving sach of my brothers an egual
apportunily to have and use the gifis
of our Father. Am I misusing that
money? If go, why, and bow?

i my teaching is wrong and con-
frary to ifrue religion, I want o
Wnow it X fake it thal if you are noi
teaching religion in its fulness, you
wish to know it, 4Am ¥ correct?

What I feach may be criticized aa
mixing politics with religion, but can
I he successfully atlacked on Lhat
ground?  Politics, In ite irue mean-
ing, is the science of government. Is
govermment s thing enfirely apart
from religion or from righteousness?
I8 mot just government foupded up-
on rght dolng ¥

¥ my religion iz e, if it ae-
cords with the basic principles of
morality taught by Jesus, how is it
possible for your school o feach
Christianity when i ignores the sci-
ence of government?  Or s your
sehool so different ifvcom other fheo-
Wogical schools that L Jdoss nol feach
the fundamentisl moral principles up-

op which men asgociate themselves
in organized government?

Do you guestion the relationsbip
hebween taxation snd righteoumness 7
Lot us see. If government is a nat-
ural growth, then surely God’s nai-
urai law provides food and suste-
nance for government as that foond
¥ nesded; for where in Mature do
we find a oreature coming into the
werld without  thnely provision of
natursl food for {7 X is in our
system of faxation that we find ithe
mest emphatic denial of the Father-
hood of God and the Brotherhood of
Marn, because, first, in order to meet
our common nesds, we Lake from ine
dividuals what does not balong Lo us
in common; gecond, We permif indi-
viduals 1o teke for themssives what

does helong to us in commmon; fhus,
third, under the pretest of taxation
for public purposss, Wwe have sgtab-
fished s systern that permily some
men to tax other inen for private
profit,

Does not thatl violats the natural,
the divine iaw? Doss it mot sursly
beget weolfish gresd on the one pand,
and gayni poverty on the other?
Does it not surely bresd miliionaires
un one end of the social geale and
tramps on the other end? Has it
nel brought inlo chvillzation a bell,
of which the savage <an have no
conception?  Couwid any beller sys-
tem be deviged for convincing men
that God iz the father of a few and
the stepfather of the many? Iz not
ihaf destructive of the sentiment of
brotheriiood?  With such & condition,
now iz i possible for men in masses
e obey the new commandmend,
“that ve fove one agsther”? What
sould more sursly thrust men apart?
What could more surely divide them
inte warring clagses?

Y¥ou say that you need money io
train young men and 70 fhem “in
sarry the Word fo the heatlwsn of
forgign fands, and thus be instra-
mental in despelling  the daskness
that relguns among milBons of our
hrothren in other lsads” Thal is &
nable purpose. But wihal message
would wyour school give to  these
young men to take to the benighied
brefhren that would stand a fire of
guestions frovn an intelligent hea-
ther?  Suppese, for example, your
sehool sends Lo some pagan counlry
an inislligest young man, whe de-
livers his message; asd suppose an
ntelligent marn in the audience asks
these guestiong-—

You oome from  Amserica, where
your religion has been taught for
apout 400 years, where every small
village has one of your ehurches and
ihe great citics bhave scoves wupon
geores. Do all the psople atisnd
these churches? Do your couniyy-
meen generally  opractise whal  yeu
preach to us?  Dwes even a consid-
arable minority prectise 7 Are
vour lawsg consistent with or con-
irary to the religion yon preach io
Are your citles clesn morally
in proporiiom to the rmmber of
churches Do ot
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courts administer justice bmparlially
betweesn men and man, belween zich
and poor?  Is i as esdgy {or 4 poor
man 83 for s rich one te get bhia
righiz in your courts?

¥ou have great and powerful mi-
fionaires. How did they gel their
money P Have they more inffuence
than the poor in your churches and

in your cengress, your legisiaturces
amd courte? Do they, in dealing
with their emplovess, observe the

moral  law  that  “the  laborer s
worthy of bis hire”? Do lhey treat
taeir hired laborers as brothers? D0
they pul ohildren to work who ought
to be at play or i schoot? '

Do your churehes protest when the
militin iz cabled pul during & slyike,
oy do they forget at such iimes what

Jesus  szid about fhe uss of the
gword?
After four centuries of ileaching

and preaching of Four religion in
Four country, has crime dissppeared
or dimdinizhed? Have you less use
for iails?  Are fewer and fewer of
your people driven into madbouses,
and nave suicides decressed? I
there a larger proportion of crime
amongst  Jews and infidels  than
among those who profess the Chris-
tian Heligion?

What answery would  your mise
gionary reinrn Lo these gusstions?
How swould yow answer them?

i s nel aliack Christianily. The
foregoing guestions are not intended
as criticiam of the great moral code
underlying Christianity, but as orif-
ivisin of the men whoe preach, but de
not practize that code. My contone
tion iz that the code of morals
taught to khe fighermen of Galilee
by the Carpenter of Mazareth ig all-
smnbracing and gll-sufficient for our
social lifa,

I shsll he glad to contribuie to
your theolegical school or Lo
otiier that gets down 1o the bs
of that social and moral cod
cepts i in ils fulness, and irains s
stidents to ieach and preach it re-
gardlesy of the ralment, the hank ac-
coumts, [he social standing or politi-
cal position of the persons in lhe
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