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TAN 1s a social as well as a
land animal. Land there-
ore is no greater factor for the

f
good of man than the com-
hined elements which consti-
tute the social structure n
which he has his being. 2 &
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SIEGLE TAX AND HOW IT WILL DFERATE

=

The obieet of this little book 1z to advize the Tead
as clearky as | bie in the ses herpin wha
Simele Tax means and whai s s are, and by proc
eus of analysis te follow s operalion from a iime
shenuld 1t be adop 1 the ultimate end desivad

has Deeon reas

B

&

in land.

of taxaiiou,
; red ns o8 tax yeform, 11 % ered sz 8
panacea for all the ls of sociely. o are fold 1}
wnder the magic influence of Bingle Tax, the ing-
qalities so apparent in sosiety will completely i
appear; that crime, wani, misery, and sven pho
imperfeciions will vanish witl the introdeosts
this peouliar system of so-called taEation.

Arurdaid il T

iy A

£

Feyals,

While ihe fundamenial principte of Single
45 not at all semmd and ihe argwment adduosc

tremely i sl frowm an sconcmis, polificsl

vei as 4 whole

i it dpes apmo
g many who have the time or pat

pele Tax  appoals s gmotions-—to

. envy and prejudice are eamuy 2 rakened s
most generally, 1o a class who are poi divectly IS
asted m the class of property affscied thereby.
Jomeph Falk t-milHonaire of Philadeiphia
s finpmeing the Single T movement in Oregon,
swna but itsle laed, e has meds hiz millions from
the manufncture of soap, = nnder the Single

n he wenld pay bub 1l

e o \\. ! i T 4 : ; d M = 5 »
%:;&\ mf”"’v\ﬁy 1 _ PSRN b it is bo thiz ﬁ.é?‘&&? and the properiyiess slass ihe
_, - annaals

¥

Singzle Tax means what the term imples-—one
a single-inx—a tax on bot one elass of properiy. a
sonres of ralsing revenmne io sustain the govern-

very fact that Sin Tax means a 9% on
Iass of property should be sufficient to arcuss




suspicion on the part of any thinking man O WOmMan,
tr showld at onee be clear to them thai there was
some specifie design in thes ralieving from iaxation
all forms of properiy. excepd land, other than g mere
cotorm v the system of taxation.  Indeed, it is
sirange why these guestions should moi, if not he
ever ready in the minds of the henest and inteiligent

vobers, Why s!

¥

guld all forms of wealth, szcept lnnd,

syempt from paying any portion of the sxpenses
of the government, swhen all forms of wealth enjoy
tike protection and recsive Hlke sarviees of the gov.
proment 1 a: hanzeakls one for ansther-—in
fact, all 1w ol wezlth are o part of the govern.
ment and rontd not exist independent of 147

{an there be any justice in sueh a sytem? Cer-
tainly not. Can it be possible that all the sconomie
wisdom of the mineteenth and twenbieth centuries has
failed in its veasoning alomg the lines of iuxation?
Are mot the writers on cconomin questions agreed
almost 0 5 man that taxes should be paid by those
who have the property values wherewith to pay the
tazes?

Now comes the Siugle Tazmer with a theory posi-
tively =t varimnee with the accepbed principles of
taxaiion, We would allow zll forms of wealth to es-
cape taxstion, ezcept land, What does this mean?
1 mnst look into this msabter—fhere is something
wrongy somewhers—ihere must be a “pigoer in the
woodpile '—there must he something about thiz Sin.
gle Tax svtem not yet brought to Yight

Tes my friend, if you ask such guestions, then
gk forther inte the Bingle Tax system, You will
find the “nigger,’’ and he will be in the woodpile of
avery Single Tax advoeate who has property snough
to demand 3 woedpiie. -

Having had onr suspicions aroused as to Bingle
Tax being & system of tazadion ab all, and most pé,r—
ticularly to guestion it as a tax reform, let us open
the investigation. Whe was the author of Single
Tax?t Henry George. Let us then econsult Mr. Georée,
First of all My George, what led von to write such
sinff?  What in heaven’s name werg you thinldng
ahiout by offering freedom from tazation to one-half
the property values of the coundey, spd selecting
the land zs the only clags to bear the burden of taxa

urigl ar

i

SLEELE TAK AND HOW IT WILL DREHATE

esll this hopest and just? Usn you

ian®
coe any degree of equity in such g system?
1f wou will road Mr. (eorge’s will von Wil

R
#pd thal be answors these guestions in ©FTOETEsY ‘amd
poyeriy,’ which e hiz master work on Hingls Taz,
and the heok from whigh the single Taxers thmng?:;w
ont the workd draw their inspiration, In fact, “Prog-
s and Poverty” e the Single Taxer’s Bihle. The

=ing o pnvement without Henry Jeorgs wolid
i > with the charscier ol

be like the play of #*Famlet
et omitiad.
In speakin

conrch Tor reliel, he spee

of land. and punmeraies the evils that be and ali
Sipele Taz iheorisis Saim flow from 11 as follows
T Gy this robbery is not lke the robbery of a
horse oF & SUm of money, that ceasss with the aok
It ig a fresh and coptinnous robbery, thal goes on
e pyapy day and every hour, it i net
nocivty ane KU roducs of the pasi, that I'i":iﬁt
hetrate mwser| is drawn; it is from the produce of the
Enip of MR present. Ty iz a toll levied upon iabor
sonsiantly and continuousty, Every blow of ¢he ham-
ctroke of the piek, every thrust of the
ery throb of the steam engine, PRy it teib-

Aitiona which led Wim fto

5 of the private ownership

Tt

P

an ghe BEO9NE proim the

mar, £V

shuttle, . :
wie, 1t levies upon the earmmgs of the men who,

deep uwnder ground, risk fheir Hves, and of those whe
over white surges hang o reging maste; it claims the
just rewsrd of the eaptialist and ihe fruity of ths
inventor’s patisnt effort; it tales Nttle ohitdren from
play and from cohonl. and sompels them to work Ba-
fore their bones ave hard or their museles are firm;
it robs the shivering of warmih: the hungry, of food;
the sick, of medicine; the anxigus, of peace It de-
pases, and embrutes and embitters, It erowds familics
i of eight and ten into & single sgualid
Tamotlon  #n b O] it herds like swine agrienitural
duss gRASTR gangs of boys and girlg; 1 flls the gin
et madace and  groggery with those wno
have no cowfort in thelr hoemes; it makes lads who
might be pseful men candidates for prisons and pent-
tentiaries; it fills broihels with girls who might bave
known the pure joy of motherhood ; it sends greed and
all evil passions prowling through society 29 a fiard
winter drives ihe wolves to the abodes of men; it

S




SLE TPAY EXNPORED

BOPOBS

on ihe -
aws the veil

Jus ? and mereifnl Crea
ind, and ernel fatel
ralged and the first act
The above deslara-
whiel all Singls Tax
what may be

Viection of

of a hard, <md
The i

cocates “”"bsz%m, {
soted in the ;:u‘z:saermw anis, wan that pri-
e property in lmnd mwst go.-that land wmust be
held in common by the siaie m order that the many
evils ahove enan aay disappear-——and 3
destruction of the individual’s vight 1o own land iz
the end soughi.

We st then presume that the propos seil me%i%m*i
the machinery which Homy Geoy T
wry 3o do the work and sccomplish the desived ¢
¥ hat s the method offered by Mr. eorge? ‘\’v&zdt
iegal machinery would he have the people sdept
sosompiish what he and all § Taxers belisve ﬁi{)
beoap tninsfiee?  Bingle Tax, of course

Single Tax, then, has a cerain and spacific work
to do. If we are to exercise our T8sS0R, wo st
eonclude that it is nob a sysiem of tazabion at all

srefore it cannet be a tax rveforw, and wust of
swity have anether obiect. The object ther is the
balition of private property in land, In order that
hwo might he ne room for (im:i)t we will again put
and Poverty” on the witne

Speaking of private ownership of land, on page
Hepry Geovge again says:

SThe tenth is and feom this trnth fhere ean
be me escape. thai there Ig and can be no
JUST TITLE t0 ap exclusive posses ssion of the
s01l, and that pris ':aﬁ.c property in tand iz oa
held, bhare, snormons wrong, Hke that of chate
tel alavery.”’

Agnin, he says, on page 363

“ff ihe Jand helongs to the peopls, why
continue 1o permit LAND OWNERE to tfake
e RENT, or COMPENSATE them m ANY
ANNER for the loss of vent?’

The seciion above referred to s dirseted agalnst
every land owner, Tt is divrected against YOU. It

¥

A% dand o re.
wert to fhe shate

i b

ACTOR

ﬂmvz is t

i

Again, on Page 301 (‘iﬁii&;}-i-%r 2.
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2 434 in speaking ol
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ig FINGLE PAE ELPOSED

will entively disappear, as it cerisinly will under this
ey, Single Taz Bystem? You may want to
e wamiies| move 1o some other oity, or ts soms
S other part of the ciiy or to convers
vonr lot inte a homestead or to convert your homs-
stead or perhaps your farm into city lots, Henry
George says the selling value of your land wili have
digappeared under Bingle Tax,

Br. (enrge ceriainly is right and his veasoning is
good when he says that under full application of Sin-
sle Taxw the selling valne of your land will dissppear.
Ty is very spparent that when the rop-
sl valne of land iz al! taken by the
o Pstote, which s the meaning of Sngls
Taz, that there conld De no value to the owner o
individusl whose money i3 ondy invested in sriicles
snd things which bear a2 veturn for the money so
invested it iz perfeeily nmatural that when ail
the burden of {axes iz placed uvpon Iand, s sslling
value will gradeslly decline until there iz no valua
teft in it heeause of the returns golag to the siate
instead of to the individual

e have szaminsd all e remedize, shord
of the aboliticn of private proveriy in fand,
which sre currvently relied on or proposed for
the relisf of poverly and the beiler distribu.
tion of wealth, and have found them all THEF-
FPICACIOUS and IMPRACTICABLE. Yhers is
but ONE way fo remove an evil—and that is,
io remove itz oatise, . . This, then, i8 the
remedy for the unjust and unsgual distribuiion
of wealth apparent in modern civilization, and
for ali the evils which flow from i

SRR NUST MAXKE LAMD COMMON PROPERTY.”

On Page 360 be shows, withoot any guestion, how
far the Single Tax movemsent would go to take from
individuals their land without eompensation.

“RBy the time the peopis of any such coun-
try as Boglaod or the United Siales are suffi-

SINGLE TA% AND UOW I OWILL DPERATH it
ciently sroused to the injusiice mé{im&{imﬁ?

ages of individual oWoersmp i;%f lans

Fo what sTEES| 45 ipdnsce them 1o atiempt its na-

e Vsionaltizatien, they will be suffi-
cigntly arcvssd o nationglize i in & mEon
more ivect and easy way than by purchass.
Thoy wil not trouble themaelves ahont Cof-
pensating the proprisiors of tand, . . . Hoy
is it righi thai there should be any CoRoers

abont the propriefors of land

T want 1o | attention of the veader to fhe inst
portion of the above gquotatinn, “mor is 1F vight thal
theve showld be any concern about the proprietors
P of land.” This is certainly & very b
statemapt to be made by
: whe pretends o Dav

s of 1 yeople and nation at heart. i
Hion his intentions, however. 1 simply eail
stion to the fact thag Le reasons from false pre
that he ores the vnenial prineiple of
nnent: that he disregards the moval obligation
veople have with the government and the
ament with the people, He ssems o have not
vet disegverad that moralily, justice, stability in laws
and inetiutions are absolutely noesssary, in fact, ars
cornerstonas on which good overnment must
Tt iz often said by the single faxsrs that ihis i3
oral cuestion, 1 heartily agree with them in ihas
& meral @%u regpect,  Certainly it 1 & moral gues-
Hon Mion, and we consider it wery immoral
Tndeed to take from an individual property ef any
pind whatsosver without piving compensation there-
for. We shall consider at some lencth ihe right of
the governmeni to eonfiscale fand wvalues without
copapensation, in ehapbers following.

i

On pagze 401, Mr, George Ffurther gives veni is
is feelings as regards private ownevship of lsnd.
He says:

“YWe have woizhed every objection and seen
ihat neither on the groead of egnily nor sxpe-
dieney is there anything to deter from making
land common property by eonfiseating vent.

“Put m question of methed vemalns How
shall we do 311 We should ssiisfy the law of




1ts by
itlos des

atting i

Agam, on
tinn of rent
S tha

var

sad Tandlord without ealli

FLE TAY BRPOSERD

ee We shonld meet all econonac regquire-

at ame stroke sholishing all private
larine all land publie properly and
aut to the highest bidders in lois $0

st under such conditions as wonld sacredly
gaard fhe privaie v

ieht te tmprovements.”

page 404, In speaking of the appropria-
hy fazation, he says:

5 way the staie may hecome the wual-
herself so, and

hout asswming a single nevw funefion. In

Wow it Conid
Top Hobe

yietiog
tand  any
taken by
whost na

1

held, woukd be really comn

pratell

form, the ownerghip of land would
Mo owner of
Poand no

gne  oald
tive sfals In tazes,
ne it 5 oY In W

hoid,  For, rent boeing
ol no matter in
12t pareels it was
on property, and
vher of the eommwonity would parii
advantages of s ownership,

: as the tawation of 1
must neecessaridly be inerens
other faxes, we way DU

ste practical form by proposing

cwn AROLIFE ALL TAZATION SAVE THAT

methed  of
aing Eand~

UPOH LAND VALUES"

covtainty conveys to the
of Bingle Tax. It certainly
the ihat this se-called tax reform,
or Bingle Tax, ¢ not a tax reform. In
fact, it is not a aystem of faxafion
Tt is o method by whick land values

fer 1
ik

avs to be copfiscated It iz a methed

ot deiiberaiely robbing (he rightful owners of the

tand value,

1t is a system of repudiation, It is dis-

Lomest aund dastroctive, 1% menps contraction instead

contemplates
W

tat which will be destro

Thevefore, {1

ni pxpansion, It Is vigiowary in the exireme, It

the piacing of a tax on values of land

ioh have heen ereated under the present system,

ved under its own operalion.
co reasoning s exbremely unsound and

jiagical. 1t wotled destre, ali imeenty
ﬂngm%mﬁmﬁ whzi:h has been LnE
ments in the upbpilding of owr countyy. o

Ag p fapther v idence that the operalion ol ©
3 destroy all land valpes and that all ow
A et of Tand at the present fime will
paed  votues| ghely land under ihe apptieation  of
se i single Tax, | offer vou the words of

4 in spesking further on

On page 40 s

Henry GeovEe.
thiz land gnestion, e saya:

G ¥noavery ¢ Viged counbry, evexn the new-
4 the calus of the Iand faken a8 & whole s
anfficient to hear the entive expensas of gov-
& T the betfer develepad
CENERN L L yre than sul-
i Hence it
wly Lo place :
Tt will he necessary. whers ral
; governmental revenu
tn  iperesss the smound de-
inue this in-
T adv

[UE———- 1T T

wrpere rent ex-l opuniing
need TRV ST,
sake it all

greaeds  the
TIRVETH

aded I

Son, and 1o
: progresses
o se natural and
dered s i
in the Droposi
e of land i%

LT,

AL

onee cpught and
a matber oL

Tofi to indl
Thrs, vou 506,
ander the application of Single Tax
— Ooverpment,  Daring the years necss-
ol sapy 1o Trake this Provess complets, land
T values witl decline and with the daeline
0 1 valnes, business will be deoralized, industry
A times and financial de-
de resuli

system of couwrse will fol-

»land must

revert {o ihe

evippled, and an era of hs
pressivp will he 11 [
A reversion



14 SINGLE PAY BIPGEED

low, but in the meantime the hiprm has been done
snd these whe will be gble fo withstand the rcra,gh:
who, of gourse, wonld be the rich, would oowe out
sreatly henefited. The poor would be poorer and the
rich richer,

T pow wani to call your sitontion to the [linal
consummation, to the milk n the epcoanut of Sipgle
Maw.  In this gquotation is centered the Very essenee
and prosess of thiz destructive ao-ealled syatem of
tazaiion or Single Taz, In spealing of the msthed
he gays: ’

7 do not propose sither to purchase or io
confiscate private proporly in land. The first
wonld be unjust: the soceond, peedless, Lot
" 14he individuals who now hold it sfail
Tne milk 38 el yopody  if thev waznt fo, possession of
SOTORTRAL e E W H
S what they are pleased to call THEIR

lamd., TLet them continne o call it THEIE
land, Let them buy and sell and bsqueafh and
devise it. We may safely lsave them the shell,
i wwe iake the kermel IT I8 HOT NECHS-
QARY TO CONFISCATE LAND; IT 18 ONLY
NECHESSARY TO CONFISCATE RENT.”

1 think snough has besn quoted from “Progress
and Peoverty,” which, as before stated is the book
feom which all single tax advocates draw their in-
spiration, In fact 1t is the founiainhead of the Sin-
gle Tax scheme, Al ciber books writien on Single.
Tax take flenry (eorge as their guide

¥ Lave offered the guetations from “Progress and
Poverty’” o set at rest any doubt as to the ulfimate
end of the Single Tax system. The logieal analysis
remions  mmaly.j 0f 18 opsration however, would bring
ws : 10 1o the same conclusion, namely, the
veversion of private property in land to the state, or,
in other words, that the stale would be the jandlord
aud the present owners the temants.

it would reauire too much space to enter inte a
somplete analysis of the sysiem

Tpasmuch as ¢ Progress and Doverty’” was writlen
smpe 5% vears ago snd that during this lapse of fime
there mizht possibly have been some change im the

SINGLE PAE ARD HOW rrOWILL OFERATE 15

e enitpent ameng the Single Taxers, 1

gne pams O0BT] oant o eall your aitention to the lam-

guage of Henry USOTEe, Jr., whe delivered an -
drese in Yanconver, B, ., some time 1n Japuary, 1911,

caking of conditions In Vaneouver, he says:

Iz 8
seRrhat was required in the aase of Tancou-

ver was that the full rarkei valus of the land
should be mads thyt as tazaiion now existed

e it applied to 75 per cent of the true
Bonxd aoo| valne, This assessment should be in-
i ? Veressed, practically to 100 per oent.

Then that 100 per cent should Le tazed so 48
o mhsorh inte the public coffer practicatly the
whole of the sonual potential rend  This is
saking the kernel of the oob

1i78 that were dome, not ouly would all the
present nseds for revenue he supplied, bot =
oreat surplus revense wonld be furpighed. In
addition to this revenus resulf, tand specula-
ion wonld be destwoysd, for mo man wronld
wold valusble land vacant for a rizse in fhe
vaine if that value was to De taxzed out of his
land inte the public freasury.”’

Hence, you see thai the old Henry (George thaory
Sinole Tax, sz writlen in f'Drogress and Poveriy,”

of
has nmot heen chenged one iois. The advocates of

et Qinple Tax are just as ween today to
E.;fgg;mk% R0y haw iand valuss out of fhe possession

Aol the individuosly as was Henvy Georgs
trne he wrote his boolk, STTrogress and Pov-

at the
erty,”’ 33 years ago,

Tt i a most peculiar reasoning that the Hingls
Zdulee fn IE yvou will motice, Henry Oeorge,
of the vest sum of meney that would be

Towars i

¥

S,
A mg";%;fi talken from the "_g)z’z:e&sem;_iaﬁd holders of
a1 N wvapsonver, B O, bY land valoe tax,

ihat i when ihe full rental value of the land iz tnken,
In the next bresih he says jend speculaiion, under
the Single Tax system, wonld receive its desth blow
and land valnes would, therefore, decline autil the
state took ail of the value oui of it by process of
Simgle Tax. In one mivute be would tax the pressnt
tand valnes, thereby receiving 2 handsoms revenus,




o he wounld destroy @

vl RS

he wounld

ar af least

caplpined

LINOLE TAX FIGURES & DECEFTION.

fgil to recopnize that fhe
. lapd waluss have
hieh they base their ¥
wonld  not
ation of thewr &3
prosent i omany

y ol
unde

HANY VAL

0

onge i

. houses
31 1 14

the den

L came JoWI,
the number of ten-
se warant tols enuld

¥

ATHGLE THE AMD BOW U WILL OFF
reepgnize it, beopuse i¢ wenld destroy the foree of
sheir argumest

SELLING VALUE GOHE.

Purthermore, when the lot adjoining
been confiscated thrpngh the prooess of Single Tax,
the selling value thereby having hesn desiro} 2, your
lot, even thonoh vou are Hiving uwpon . ig werth N0
more thap the lot adioining yours.

vours hes

Supposing your house shontd bearn dows: ¥
1gt becomes & vacuab ot This is true of every bt
1o the city on which there is g homse. The small
i comsideration that may be pointed out
ﬁiﬁxﬁg{éiﬁ;} i fignres as & 5a¥I0Y mnder the Single
- Tax system, even theugh fimal coniis-
cation womid not he the resalt, the reduction m the
valpe of your lot would #ar groesd the small sum you
wonld save in the tages as tizared in Dr. Bggleston’
Campaizn Book of 1910, and other figures that the
Single Taxers present o the tazpayers of Oregen.

S
&

What is trune of & ety 1ot ie trus of a farm, of
the Hve-ncre trast that the mardensr ODEraies,

Single Taxers say: sove will mmake vou improve
vouy ok or well .77 Suppose vou do sell i, the Iot
maing there, and will not he jwproved nnless
- ~t thers is o demand for the frpprovements.
Ben ov LWPOTe| 4 i goopse than Tolly te advooate the
theory that you oan sontinue jmuroving ety Yoty
bpild houses, offles buildings and store baitdings,
unless there is a demand for them,

Tn other words, a eify can grow ne faster il
the eouniry and cormmerce from which it dre
gappert. 1t would b dprational and ilogieal to &b
o tempt o 1o ink nf attemphing 10
i??’&ﬁif derei-l fnpeve and brisg o B gtate of per
e Feoion the eniire resourses of the
sonniTy al ones. The law of supply and demand,
pompetition, of compensation and the ypricus ofher
clements that enter inko trads spnd development must
regulaie the rapidity with which a conniry or city is
developed. An act of legislstion cammot deyelop ®

£




15 SINGLE TAX EEPOSED

country. Legisiation may, however, stimulate devel-
opment, thrift and industry, by affording encourage
ment to individual possession, enterprise and all the
unearned increment in such industry and enterprise
as may accrue to it as society grows and population
becomes greater. Such a guaraniy is best given by
the permanency and stability of the laws under which
and by which the people are governed. It is the sta-
bility and permanence of laws that inspire confidence.
and the very moment that a community or state shows
a disposition te experiment continually and change
their laws, especially such laws as would materially
affect the fiseal system, confidence, thrift and enter-
prise will surely give way to fear, in-
Stabitity of our difference and financial diserder. It
ws an iaspir-| . .

mifon is, therefore necessary that people be
—Vextremely comservative in introducing
and passing acts of legislation, It must be remem-
pered that our presemt system is the outgrowth of
hundreds of years of experience, and that wnile many
changes have been made in our laws, one prineciple
has always been maintained, that is that no individual
shall be deprived of his holdings without dume process
of law and compensafion therefor,
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CHAPTER IL

REPUDIATION OF PRIVATE CONTRACTSE.

Our early law-makers thongh not versed 1a politl-
cal and sosial seience as we are today, seemed to have
been inspired with ihe fundamental principles of
. civilized and organized society. They
e A Etood recoguized that the privaie appropris.
Fovernment tion of lend was the foundaiion, ibe

hed.rock on whichk & stable and pro-
gressive government must rest, They recognized that
— nafion of home-owners would be far
e superior to that of s nation whose -
| hahitants were merely tenantz of the

governmaent.

Therefore they offered 160 acrea of
i A good agricultural land as & homestead

which should ever belong 1o the home-
steader. This indesd was a greal reward fo the
poor and Bomelsss people of 2l nations, and fhey
accepled the invitation. The sonditions
o | under which our public domain has
hesn  settled were that any citizen of the Tmited
States, native-born or otherwise could take up 160
aeres of our publie lands under the sonditions that
when @ certain amount of improvements had heen
made upon the land and a coptinual remidence of g
cerain length of time bad been made by the claim-
ant, final proof might he made. The governmeni
m ros fw‘*g-*(}u'id then gzw to the claimani s title
S in fee simple, which mesns that ihe
tand and zil of the appurkenances
thereunfo shonld forever afterwards belong to the
one whe legally held this %itle; that the land might
be divided into as many parts as were desirable; that
titls could be passed to any one of the subdivisions,
that there wonld be ne intsrferenee from society or
o Have and 58 the state; that ail values attached to
Hold thiz laad from any cause whatsosver
. Y evanld beeoms a part of it and belong
to the legal owner; that it should always he theirs;

apll Lawe
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v reason, soeiaty
e land under
hi be condemnad

that iz cess, for 2
nesded any porticn ©
the publc good, it mig

and a just and equitable compensation allowed the

holder of the

Onder the
shove desorib

waork of Trans-
formatlen T
wion

oo o6 olizen
ghip

dertaken. Htep by step, 4

Fransformation
ahen Ty step

isnd,

stimulating influence of ihe land laws
od, the work of sransforming 2 wilder-
nesz into fislds of waving grain and
pastures on which grazed the lowing
kerds, where savage life elothed in

skins and housed in WigWwams, gave way to yods bub

happy horses of civilized, honest, law-
abiding and patriofic cilizems, was Ui-
nd seetion by section, this
wrrmation was carried on,
yple would leave the
ionms and push on

work of ira
Agaln and agam po
more developed

into the wilderness and plaing to carve out new get-

O ————
Fneonr e g e d
‘hope-hoilding

parcel of gro

tlements, all Tor the purpose of getiing
possession of a hemesiead—a farm, a
and of 150 seres which they eould gall

their own, and which they roggoned, in the course

Securiiy in po-
GEESIGE AT Bl
ment of preg-
EOES

elely
gronnd; thab

ald Become possibly very valuahls. There

ssems 1o De ap mhereng desire in the
individual to secure a plot of groand
that he may call his own; that he may
there fasl gegore; that organized so-

will defend him in the possession of this plot of

as population iNOrcases this lgmd will

heoomme mors valuable,  These advance guards of

pevsiopment o
follow

S —
people there
the cohbler;

civilization reasoned, and correctly so,
that emigration would follow thelir foot-
steps and that with ihe coming of movs
would be the merchant, the blacksmith,
then would come mannfacturing plants,

transportation, and finally, a1l of the necessary divi-

sions of labo

¢ and industry which zo to make wup &

modern civilization, Not coming as soon a8 gxpectod,

snd begoming discouraged, these home

piiling of the
501l not profit-

eaders have
sold their land becspss the tifling of
the soil was nob as profitable as other

able

for the land

| pursnits. They took their compengation
and embaried in some wndusgiry that

perhaps proved a failure for the lack of judgment or

SEHEFIEDOS,

Conditions change and the iznd they
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sold becomes valuable, They are discowraged, and
complain that they have not receivad their juzt re-
ward, They have been their own free moral agent
srement oo smd acted te the best of their judge
chance plays ite| ment. Ilers the slement of chance has
L playved iis part, One has reaped wh
another has sown.,  And so this process goes aon from
to day, vear to vear. Yet while many have mads
mistakes and others have profited therehy, it has
beenn the stability and permanency of our lzws and
ingtitulions that has comverted ihe Worth Amevican
contineny frorn the Atlantie 1o the Pacific, from the
Gulf of Mexico to the frozen regions of the Worth
into one vast field of agrienlture. Homesteads have
heen converted into village sites, villages have grown
into s and land bas become very wvalnable 1n
these cities. Those who were fortunate enough to be
the possessors of these lands at the time it becams
T apparent that that partieular locality
was going o be a center of trade traf-
crremmemnned £180 80 gomineres, have hesgmie very
wealthy, Thiz is a npatural consequence, snd is ihe
result of the very principle ihat has stimulated the
people of onr country io such achivity, thrife and
enterprige. Thore has been psrmanency fo sur insti-
tutions. Invesiors have felt sccure in their invest-
mends, believing, and in fact knowing that our «iti-
Tttt zeans were honest and howporable: that
Bepnalationsetl repndiation of contracts wonld not be
et P0lerated s that what was theirz todav
wonld be theirs tomeorrow, and would continne to be
theirs so long as they so desived; or i they passed
title, that 1t would belong to the one fo whom title
was passed. whether it was land or any other ihing
of value; that the laws under which they wers gov
erned were secure; and that the righiz of the indi-
viduals to thelr possessions wonld sl
ways be recoguized. Tt has been the
stability of our laws and institetions that has caused
the development, growth and prosperity of our coun-
try to far exceed that of anv other nation.

Frade ceniers
waisahle

Groat stimpiant

SINGLE TAX WOULD DEETROY.

New comes Henry George and his theory of taxa-

GEPTEFTATION OF PRIVATE CONTRACTE pd

T k ’ ) . P L -
tion whereby he would place all of the burden of sup-
porting the governine on one clasz of p SRR

he repsons that it will be

lagd. Ty this proce :
il vy, just and honest te take in
all of the earning value of the
land —whether 1% be 5 farm or a city lot. By this
]u‘«(}t"‘és;,&; he would take from the individuals whe now
— hold the land. all of the selling wvalus
To give IMII| oy resonied therein: and in returp, give
et thET mothing,  Thiz [ hold fo be repu-
diation, pure and simple. It can be nothing else.
It appears to me that any inteligent individuai
can 2t onee ses that the adoption of sneh a gystem as
worlld take from an individusl land values, or values
e of any kind  without  compensabion,
Jan et ¥ svoudd be detrimental fo the best inter-
e} o3ty of society ; that it wonld ereate dis-
tirlance ; that it would desteny confidenee and ander-
mine the whole political and sorial system on which
the Dasiness and commerce of our eounfry s con-
stroeted,

Is it honest?
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i"RI'VAT}'} &PPROPRIATI.K 0F TEE 3011., THE
FIRST ‘MILE-POST . ON THE HIGHWAY -
OE‘ NATIGNAL PRO'GRESS

Amerman hemesteade‘r ‘and- a.ll of the
i) French peasantry—even the poor widow
with her twosmall:lots.:: In his eyes:the possession of .
any pertien of the: earth’ wsurface by private owner xs
theft; .and. the stolen: goods cught to- be j :
the public: tha.t ‘hag; been defrauded

“We ‘have' quoted from " ”Prosrress and Poverty”.:'
suffmmnt_ ewdenee tox__s}mw that it is; Mr, George’s

oW’ l lot

-tha,t-those who' occupy the land must,
therefore ‘be ‘tenants ‘paying -the rental'
While : ‘he' has- not in 807 many words
.Ia.nd _socmhsm and Iand eommumsm he

‘ 'ﬁnd”’_on whlch M' : George makes;..-
ifig > Proposal s : p i

1l . omuinnity ‘and that it was .
wrongfuﬁy gra.nted a.way to " favored: mchmduals
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He (mmpﬂes a brief. h1=;t0ry of 'nelent cwﬂlzanen to:
~ prove his point. I willige wit jm so far as fo. a,How-
that before the earth was peopled, land was: n

: prapnated and. that. vvhxle poprilation wais very s

orth while

i “Agriculture, in our-sens of

_not exist in the mfaney

. of the ‘race.
i savage tribes now do, by hunhnw and
afterwards by pastoral pursuits.. . There-

ppropna—-

: L abl portmns of :North and
' on: of Central ‘Asia..

the pnva.te appropnatwn and ('a,reful cultwatmn of :

Krstralia, New Guinesd @n{l many oi: _th
Polyneqm dre a}i in th qtate of prlm i
“In these rerrmm the ]and is not approprlated

is either’ the common. possessmn of th '
battlegr of contendmg tribes.
gravely. es” that all our. ‘mod
degradation are the result of pﬂvate
A= T wottld have you
;’g“g;t}g“m the 'ills that fow ex _
e disappear it we W uld ‘butrevert: to
the happ Arcadian times’ wheti lapd~ communism
it:do we find an absence of poverty and

fiegradatl (0 ng - those portions manklnd who :
hav preserved he primitive ‘tra

Do _we not find slavery,.p polygamy,. il

101 AT barbarous cruelty, the.i
anine primitive sta
-fammes a,nd pestﬂences d ]
hxle ‘haman life ig scar ely

a.nél isery -andl ;
g}ﬂges'"d of} valued .
Wherever . “we find the -land unapp _0*.' -

prmted whether aniong - Zutus; Fadians;’ ot the rovmg
L Tartar% m Centfal Asi

At .fzrst step m"civilizatmn 4% “coincident: with

the goiks :

550 far from the sweepmg ‘generahzatwn ot Mr '
George being true:that human :misery: and degradas
T T dation have sprung from private own-
'flﬁf m‘{gv" tel ershi ¢ ., find: fromractual
PR at the present time
that, precisely the opp J'that hnman misery
Sanoinew sjisideepést: wheve: the land-is ‘not: appro-:
r prmted and hunan: happiness’ and eivik
-Hization most "dvaneed': here: the Iand

sla.very and. po-l .-
prevail

vhere: prwate Tlght" are ]
or “despot, where agncultu:fe'is- :
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unkuown and poepolation s kept down by incsssant
wars and famines, we find that the land is unappro-
praated. IHers, no doubt, the advoeates of Ringle Tax
would offer some excuse for such 2 siate of affaire
other than that of ihe soll being wnapprepriated.
haps they would say that iU 1= on account of the
lack of int of these people; that they ave har
hariang—a Alized

. Ceriamly this 18 true. The
S gmw‘; ques ion i}"f, W hy are ih&;y aneivilizad,

ad why have they nol advanced as
othier opee wncivilized nations have advanesd?® T ig
beesuse they have not adopted methods whieh would
ailow gdvancement, 7 hold that civilizetion hss not
mot advanes, a8 we have advanced, where the
ndacements necessary for mental compelition have
not been held oul by the system habits or laws of
e the counntry, Private appropristion
Gonge OF £ the geil iz oune smong i%% Gﬁeiﬁiﬁf t§§

= =5 =
reemmesreeed. ETSBL05E of all inducements that may
be offered by society to the individusl members that
will promote socigl advancsmeni,

Wherever the aboses which we find in a state of
savagery, ol whieh land communism is the greatest,
are discarded, snd the garmenis of ecivilization are
ritite mamh. ;):;;t on, we find tbd% wrivate ownership
adz Aeappeer ) 0T land appears; that the pastoral or
nomadic  state I8 exchanged for the
agriczdtaral, and deuse population takes ihe placs
of thinly scattersd fribes,

BINGLE TAYEE DISLINES THE TERM
VEOBIMURIRT.

i am aware that my Single Tax friends will object
to the use of the ferm “‘communist.”’ They disiike
very wmwuch to have Hingle Tax called ity renl name,
T and sttempt te disgoise the puypose
e ® B of Single Tax. The reader ei}zfﬁﬁniy
mierneed. W88 digeovered that Bingle Tax means
nothing else but lsod socialism, and we ave gotuy to
call it by the right nams, )

Mr. {zeorge points to the fact that pations Eppear
to advanee about so far and then stop snd recede

PRIVATE AFPPROPRISTION OF YHE S0 st

that the barbavieus of today will be the advanced
o pAtiONE in several hondred vears from
e T n kbl now.  This statement Trom Mr George
sens seern to pe borne oui by hisiory. Ths

- iy inelined fo belisve that it i
Just sach acts and the resuly of soch acts sz e
George would have the civillz of today indulge
in, namely that of land cowm asm, that bars further
progress, snd londs do deteriorale zecial acBievement

L

In our primitive stales we were land communiats.
In ony present state of civilization we have pri
ownership 1 land,  To vevert to the land communisg

T A rely lead us back fo the
tive state from whence we ssme

i
in all eounty that epjoy setiled poversment the
first property to clalm protection of the laws ig that
in land ($he very thing that the SBingle Taxer would
) 1 abolishy. Al other Industries hang
phRd e PR B ynom it and so long as it is Nable to
et FAOLSECE golzvre or disturhancs threungh
ety of legislature, there will be no industry and no
trade of szny moment,

1 defy any of the Hingle Taz advoenies o point
to any country where the fitle of the soil is violently
attacked, where any trade or industry flovnrishes {0
any extant,

I eannot comeeive amvihing more destruciive 1o
the mocial welfare of amy peaceinl country than to
tear up the foundation of sl properiy by disputing
the rights of individuals te the title of the soil

I now pass io consider another argument by which
the pationalization of the zoit is advocated. The Bin-
gle Tax advoests says that land differs from all other
T forms of wealth, beepnss i iz limited
in quantity, and not the produet of
human labor, It should, thervefore, not be the monop-
oiy of the few, but the properiy of the many., There
are many elemenis that go to mske up fhe value of
the land, and the produstiveness of the goil and the
subduing and swrmounting of the many difficulties
that man has had to contend with g the resulf of ages
of physieal energy in its many forms, In accieni fimes
most of this couniry, as of the continent of Borops,

fand and labow
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s covercd with dense forests, and it has been
transformed by uunteld expenditurve of labor infe the
smiling gavdens it now appears.

1 can conecive of no oguitable reason why this
form of wealth shonld not have the protection of the
. Taw like all other forms of wealth Al
Al he Ganer| wealth may be called storedmp labor,
| and none is mere valvuable to the com-
mumity than that which makes tweo blades of grass
orow where one grew belere,

Tinder a sys of tensntry, ihe two blades of
opass where one grew before, would net exist.

T4 is the interest in the bowme: 1% is the Interest in
vour own land, that cau you o work early and
late to firure out how a will make this or that
little portion of your field wore pro-
fnetive: how vou will reclaim that low
— | piece of ground that it may he produe-
tive. When adversity overiales the man with the
home, or the erop fails for one year—he decs not
hecome disconraged and pull up and lsave the place.

et g wounld a tenant. e hangs on. keeps
Vroxus betanitl yp his courage, hopes thal ancther year
copditions  will be hetter, keeps the
farm in o state of cnléivaiion, repairs the fences, and
continnes his werk, beeause it 13 his howme,

Toterest in the
homs

What was i that induced the hardy emigrant to
settle in the wilds of $his eountry, to hew down the
primeval forests, and with intense labor and privation
T to ‘i:'i;i*'ﬁ w‘i;h{:z wildsrness into a freitfol
heme Bl field? What, but the hope that he or
his family after kim would own a com-
fortable homestead 7 Fad no private property in land
ever bsen permitfed, could we concerve how the con-
tinenit of Nerih America would have besn seitled?
How wonld the Anglo-Baxon race have been spread
aver the globe? What would have drawp the emi-
grant-ship 1o the desolate shores of Ausiralia and

- Zealand? Mo wmagnet would have charmed the
haedy pionesr of civilization but the hove of be-
gqueathing a frechoid to his posterity.  And now afier
T the perpls ’x”a:k‘,t 1?9;2)‘3}?15% have been settled on the
of their home.| faith of the solemn sanction of the
steads . TR ; . T

- state it 1z eooliv proposed by the adve-
cates of Singde Tax fo vob these people or their de-

a7l

PRIVATE APPROPRLATION OF THE B 1)

ave spent il

scendants of the land on which they
life-blood, on the ground thal iF s wuld pever nave
peen grapted to them, Coolbd hwwan {oily go Tor-
ther? (lan wvon think of any process thai aguld be
adonted by any state or nation that ‘si-’{ll‘ll{f have a
wmore desbroctive tendency for the deierioration ol
soctely than to make vur present land-
B T h e o] owners tenants of the stals m%tﬁad_.@_f
coustries wers| homo-owners? The provess by which
i the wilds of America wers reclaimed
within the past two and & half ceniuries i3 the same
process by which other countries wWers S&i;%;ie{i,ai. a
still eaclier period. You will always peach a poilng al
whick human labor gave its first value to land, andc
without that labor, it would have boen as warihiess

as portions of the soil of South Africa are foday.

Bame provess BY

§ grant that in old and setiled countries land ris
in value just as the community Prospers, but so do
most other kinds of property. There is imerement in
et professional | edueational, snd industrial
Tand wises ial lnes a5 well as in land, T cannet see in
%Z?iégnﬁig:% justice why one form of property shonld
e B singled cut for attack, and gspeaiaily
that property on which all other lmes of indunstry,
thrift and progress hapg——tand. The motive that led
the settier te ciear the primevai forests was partly
thée expectation that population would follow in his
tpack apd raise the vaine of the Investment. Wonld
it he fair. after he has cleared the pathway through
the jnngles for the more fimid followers, 1o deny him
the legitimate fruit of ks enierprize? Take awsy
from the ownees of property atl hope of improviny
their position, and you abolish one of the wereatest
safeguards of peacefal progress.




ALL PROPERTY OF BXCHANGEARLY VALUER
BEHOULD BE TAXED,

Under our present system and present land laws,
land i property, and T hold that private Droperiy i
land s consistent with and necessary io man in &
state of civilization, Under onr present svstem of ex-
shange which s the produet of eivil ]

ization and ths
oulgrowti of the division of labor, we have severs!
classes of property, Land awned by individuals THAY
be considered first, as it is upen land and land val
ues, home values, that all other industries rest, (i
tle and other animals that are bought and sold an
account of their nsefalness for foed or otherwise, may
be classed as another kind of properiy. Stocks bonds
and obligaiions t6 pay inay be classed as ancther
Fipd, The produsts of the s0il coupled with laber,
forim another elngs.  Goods wares and merchandise,
manufactared articles of all dnds, whether mannfae-
tured by mschinery or by hand, constitnie another
elass.  Books containing the mental efforts and on.
ergy of ndividuals may be classed as another kind of
property. AN the properly coming under the various
classilieations are essential to man v a state of so-
crely,  Ome s exchangeable for anciher by and
through the process of ouwr bem of exchange. If
an andividual desives a mapufaciured article of any
deseription, he may ssil the preduct of his labor, or
may exchange ap article of value that he has for
money wihich is the blood of commerece, and with that
- money purchase any other apticle he
2% IVEE S may  desive that i chiainable. The
78lns shonld b6 varlons ariicles which msy be consid-

ered the product of man are the result
of the requirements of soeiety,  Comsequently they
are in demand, Therafors they are exchangeable for
other commeodities that gre in demand, secording o
the fastes and desives of the varigus mdividaals of
society which are extremely numerons, When an ar-
ticle is no more desived Ly society, the manufactnre

PROPERTY OF BEXCUHEsNGBABLE YaALUB 33

of 1t celises, and jo s place 5 more important articls
is manufactored, Thus the process of the srowih and
demand of the bundreds of thousands of various man-
nfactured articles degired, and even necasgary, for
man in a state of ssoiety. TF an individusl has
maney, be will have ne difflenity whatever in fiod.
ing others who own land, to part with that land for
a eartain amonnt of his MY,

tHence it should be obvious 1o the reader that all
kinds of property which are desived by socisty and
o™ whieh can be sxchanged, ons for am.
S Soven e other, should be treated alike in the
it eves of the law.  Any diserimination
.t Bgainst one kind of property would

1

have a tendency to injure that particniar clase.

it wonld be perfectiy natural for an individual to
desire and heold that eclusy of property that was fa-
vored by law, My (leorge reasoned {hiz ont. There-
fove he schemed to diseriminate against land, and by
the proeess of this diserimination foree land back inio
the hands of the government,

Az long as we treat land ag property, there shontd
be no discrimination against it. There is no Justice
in placing $he burden of faxation upon
pioeiin e 2 jand,  There could be bot $II8 Teason
of A ERHRn OB foy i namely, that of diseriminating

Bz - <. - o -
oo agiuinst g and finally confisesting the
present valoes of 1%,

lenry (Jeorge claims that wan iz 5 land animal
and thersfors cannot live withont the use of the land
and that the land should belong fo all of the peopls
becanse of man beine a land enimal; thai man can
no more Nve without the ose of the land than he can
five without air snd water, Therefore land should be
frae as air and water. OF course we agree with Mr,
George that man is a land animal and that ie can
not subsist withowd the producis of the soil any mors
than he could live without free gecess of aiy and the
use of water. That is ao atgument againgt the pri.
- vate ownership of Jand,  WMyp George
W ergement| 55¥8 that the man who swns the land
Azt g,f;%;‘; upder our present svstermn virtually owna
Tamgd those who must oecupy the Jand, Ha
: fails to recognize that man is s soeisl
ns well as a land apimal and that social conditions
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are as neceszary for man in 2 state of society as the
nse of the land or the air and the water. In ovder
to got this thought more clearty before the veader it
will be necessary to go back inio the early history, in
fari beyond the perind wheon there was history, to
show the progress and growth of sociely.

To illastraie this thought we will eoncede that
lamd is the hub of the wheel of socisty., Man must
draw his support from the land; that in his unde-
veloped state—in  his tribal siate, land was prac-
tically the only eesential to his well-being; hui when
he division of labor was first adopted, gocial progress
then eommenced, When masn evoluted i that state
of intelligence where he 38w that o division of labor
was better for his well-being, the fisherman said to
e the rode hoat-biilder, **You build the
ﬁéﬁi‘i iéﬁ;ﬁaﬁg boats and T will fish;”" and these two
T lgaid o & third, “You ull the soil white
one builds the hoat and another fishes:™ and to the
fourth, “Yon make the bows and arrows. while the
fifth will do the hanting:’” and to the sixth, “*You
make the erude hmplemenis necessary o il the seil’’

And so this division of Iabor grew, &s iman pro-
gressed intellectually and sociaily. It has been & long
continuons prowil, and each and every new inven-
tion has added to the wants of man, and
Division of| have therefore become u wvocessity 1n
Iabor grew with . 5
progres of man| the state of society that he then or now
| oxists in. This process has gone on and
on, The greater the wants of society, the greater the
division of labor: and the greater the division of
Inbor, the greater wers the wants of aociety,

Mow, the varions lines of industry. the variomns ar-
tirles of wearing apparel, the many thousand arficles
of value that ave desived by the individualz of s0-
eciety, form the other portions of the wheel, Machin-
ery of all deseription that is today used, transporia-
tion Tacilities, gveat wammfacturing plants. banks, fele-
phone and telegraph systems. in faet the whole so-
‘ pepstructure of society are the apokes,
ihe follees and tire of the wheell MNow
1 submit te you: Is the land which we
have designated the hub of any greater

s iswnd, desig-
nated as  the
nab of ths
whest of modcl-
oty, of greatew

PROPESETY OF BI{EANGEA

iporhancs AL importance 0 mwan in a siale z}i £
ewamezat e 6] vigty than the aumerous other factors
gtk F mmo| which we have just epmerated, and
sicte wheei? | wwhizh we may call the spekes, the fel-
loss and tire of the whesl? The hub or 1 tand,
swonld supnly the wants of wan 1n a state of savagery.
bt net in s state of development, Wor this reason I
hold ihat there may be many thousand lines of o
gnits of trade and combination of various imferssts
that mav be promoted by individuals, that eould be

of more harm fo socieiy than any posaible monopoly
af land,

{inder onr system of exchange as hefore stated,

4 one accnmulated goods or woney, they couid af
anyv time eonvert it into land, Thers is 5o monopely
. of land. The majority of people who

Bo monopaly off ooy iand are perfoetly willing to tet it
go for a fair eonsideration. They can
salke the money and engage in other pursuiis that are
squally as profitable as that of tilling the seil, and
jmuck more pleasant.  As a wmalter of faei if you
world today divide the lund in the Upited Rintes and
give each individual their portion, it would pot be
et e ] bwenty-five years until conditions would
?gfilledm;ivx o td 53‘2 about the game 4& ﬂ:m ;.wﬁ. today.
and sngape Inf Lhose who wanted fo experiment and
obher PUREELEE | wore nob satisfied with the tilling of

tlie

soil wonld sell their land.  Oas would wand 10
zo into a groeery siore, or perhaps ke weonld want fo
oo nto the anfomobile business,  Another would want
to sell his land and go inio the elty where he could
have the greaier pleasures of scolety; where he eould
wear fine clothes and make & gopd appearance, af
least while Bis money wonld last. Others wenld want
to convert their land inte money and travel, they

would want to see the sights of the cities and per-
naps of foreign countries: and so on, until each and
avery one satisfied fo the exteni ol their abiliiy so
to do, their curiosity, their pecaliar desires. thair pe-
cudinr ideas, ete. A majority of them would prove
failnre in the epterprisze in whick they embarked.
Minety per cent of the businsss, enferprises umder-
talken prove failures. These people then would not
be the possessors of soil. They would have spent
their money. MNinely ver cent of their undertakings
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fore they would be i what we osll

have failed, the

the working classes. This would be the process of
working back to the present state of affairs.
1 ig folly to argue a3 the Single Tazer does—

that dmprovidence, bad judgment i1 bhealih, indem-
pe,mnao; insobriety, stupidity, vicious temperament,
ignorance, laziness, dishonesty, bad management, dis-
sased Dbrains, physical and intellectnal delinquency,
lack of foresizht and other hmperfections of mingd end
hody that could be mentioned, can be overcome and
rizhted by an aet of lsgislation, Al the physical and

- - mental aillments ahove ted play their
fiat sit tns part in the wnequai distribution of
wrily | o Ml weal th; they play their part and are re-
g}gﬁ”?@gﬁl;ﬁ@gﬂ sponsible for the meny sad eondiiions
i that we see in zocie Mr, (leorge
would have vou believe that all of these ills are Trace-
shle to and have their being in the private owner-

ship of land.

2
[

As iong as we have the varions sftages of imtel-
iscinality we may expect to have a like variation in
the possession of property. Any legisiation seeking
to restrict the sdvancement of one becanse ofthers are
unforfunate and cannet kesp vwp with those who are
in the sdvance would have a tondency fo hold all
down alike, therefore would destroy all ambition o
advanee. The lower down In the seale of humanity
von go, the neaver yon come to an equality, I should
tike very much to ses the ills of sociely abolished wers
it possible,  We must not, however, ai-
winsg ot allow| low our emoton and sympathy to diz
gmabion to Ais- . - ) o > . )
elace judgmens| tort and warp our judgment, The law
of the survival of ths [iliest seems fo
hold goed in all wmineral, vegetable and animal crea-

tion.

Henry George tried fo fHgure ovt 5 system that
would make all men squal. In doing so he failed to
recornize that the great imequalities, both social and
figancial are very largely due to the differences be-
gween individnals, not that fhe posssssor of vast
wealth is wiser or bas more brains than those whe
havs no possession whatever, for such is not the case
Phae philosopher is seldom & vich msn. The professors

FPROPERTY OF BROHANGEABLE VALUE Evd

rich men, Ths
R ———— age are nob rigl
Srean Mg have vsed their talenis for the ac.
man; wmen Aol gyisition of hpowledge., The same s
zat born sgunal-l ¢ N e s N

ty endowsd withi true of mosicisgns, physieians and sur-
flitersnt faoRi-l ceons. They have nsed their time and
T m——— gy in beeoming skilled in the sris
wn anatomy, The same may be said
o sriptors and patnders and of clergyimen, sei
entists and polit wegnornizts, They have given
their time and epsrgy to the scgquisition of knowl-
edge.  Therefore they have but iittle of the worldly
poasessions.

¥ helisve snough has been said slong this Has 4o
give the reader g olear insghi into iad eonditions
that enough has been sald to show clearly thai ne
o e procese of taxzation, and especially that

& prosesg  of gy B . .
smreation can| 0of Hingle Tax, which would conflacate
Sl T all priv roperty in land, thershy da-
tme dlsbibution) stroying the very fonndation vpon which

dvilization  has  advanced, can  ever
bring ahout the extirpation of pauperism and the
equalization of the distribution of wealth

Hoeiety will always have is troubles ss lonp ax
there is such a vast difference in human osture, The
great readers along the line of politisal economy have
recognized this fact. Herbert Hpeneer when a vonng
mun, ressoning withont experignes, attempiad to writs
& purely ethical work on politicsl secnomy, The title
of the work was ““Hoeisl Statics.”” He adveoeated the
petionalization of land by ecompepsating the owners
for their land. After forty vears of experience. when
. his judgroent was tempered by the eold,
B apenansation] stubborn facts and realities of life, he
4 came te the conclusicn that his early
writings were wrong, and in speaking of the nation-
alization of iand he vays:

“nkl there iz a great change in homan na-
ture, the saticnalization of land would be im-
practicable’™




{HAPTER V.

THE DO IN-THE-MANGER CRY OF THE BINGTE
TAY ADVOUATES

Thae advoeates of Stegle Tax tvy 1o work upon the
prajudice of the people and arouse their envy on the
ground that there 15 a monopoly in land; that land-
Wolders are reaping an unjust veward, that they ave
taking from soctety what they are pleased o call the
unearned inerement or the merease in the valus of 1he
land, which does not belong to them. They especially
¢ite to ven conditions in the ciby.

They point out
that certain lots in the city have jnereased greatly in
value: that this value sheuld net go to the owners
~ hut should be talen by society; ihat
Monmoepoly in X . i o
aoa Gbet 1s] the iaxes shouid be ralsed upon these
ik ints and not upon the buildings, as is
ihe ease at the present time, They tell vou that the
wneant lots in ihe city should be improved; that ihe
present owners should e made to improve them or
sel! thein: that the unplatted section of a eity, such as
may be found in Portland and other cities u the
State of Oregon, should be made to pay a heavy tax,
therely forcing the ownpers ie sall the ground or to
subdivide i and sell it out in lois so that improve-
ments mway be made thercon; they tell you that all the
vaeant lots or pleis of ground o city or country
should be foreed to improvement; that
those owning the timber lands should
he made to pay excessive taxes on their
holdings, They thus continue enumerating all of the
undeveloped sections of your country which should
he ai onee brought o a state of culiivation and
perfection,
et us analyze sueh 4 system n & ety such as
Vortland, While T am not so well versed In Poriland
ax T shonld like to be. 1 am safe in saying that theve
are thres vacant lots to ome that is im-
proved by baildin Mow, snpposs that
— the owners of these lots were esonfronted
with thie condition: From and after this date all of

Fozeocing ime
provements

singls Tax
frightens

TR A WAER  ORY it

THE DO

raxes perpssary to oDe CHVERE
Partland are going o b innd valoes

onky,

This would practieally double the assesspment Gpon
the vacant lots, Vour First theongbt wonld be io e
prove the lots

[Tpon investigation, however, you tind ithars are
alveady sufficient hounses in Portland io avcommodate
ihe demand for tenanis. Yeu find the same to be
et pne ot only of residences but of &l
other kinds of buildings  Ven decids
that even if vour buildings will not be
taxed ander the new system, it will still be wnprofii-
able for vow to put up a boilding and bave it unocen-
pied. Now vou must either huild ander such condl-
tions or you musi pay the increased tax upon youar
land. “ "

As & logizal hosiness man your first thounght wounld
et o he, YL will pay qi'} inereased taxes
et vather than io build where there 1 no
demand for the bulding.”

Your seeond thought will be, ©°I eannot afford 10
continue paying the high rate of taxes on those lots
under such a system, knowing that the ultimate end
and purpose of the Single Tax Bysiem is the confisen-
tion of the value in the land.”

S0 you hasten to sell your lots, and offsr them at
a greatiy redoced price, thinking you will uoload this
burden en te some ope who is not familiayr with the
7 condition, The man toe whom you inake
| the offer is considering the matter
the same Hght that you have, and he too refuses to
buy, knowing, as vou de, thai the ultimate emd and
gurpose of Single Tax was that the state would take
all the rental valne, thersfore leaving no individual
value in the property. He ressons, and justly so, that
buildings can only come and be profitabie az the oty
grows, and that the growth of the eity can be B
greater tham the growth of the couniry, and that the
growth of the country most be eonsist-
ent with all ether things and follow the
natural law of developument the law of
supply and demand. He roassons that all such devel-
opment must come geadually, that you may judee the
futnre by the past: that 10 wonld be entively unrea-

Morg housesz
than iensnis

Hasten o sali

Development o
e gradual
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e gonable to think of foreing sl undewsl-
Borest Gevalom-l oed ione of the couniry o a siabe
et 38 perfection in 8 few years, and he
says to vou, “Ne, I don’t want vour property.”’
Again ven rveduce the value and so on goes the
process of deelining land values, until the vacant lots
first revert fo the siate, then, of course, the taxes
must fall wore heavily uwpon the cceupiad land and
as the tax falls moere heavily upon the occupied lots
they, too, decline in value,
Ti should be spparent to the reader that this
progess will continue uniil Bingle Taz has done ths
e work laid out for it to do, namely, that
Brmkde TAM of abolishing al) values in land, the land

completas 1is .
Wk therefore reverfing to the governv ant

TIMBEER LANDE OF CREGON,

i am aware that a great prejudics exisls towards
the man or men whoe hold large sectisns of timber
lands in the State of Oregon: that there iz 5 desire
ar the part of some individeals fo eall this land
moaopely; that they want these timber lands to bear
a very largs proportion of the taxes; that they want
te make owners of thess timber lsnds put in saw
mills, logging camps, lopging ratlways, and all of ths
other necessary expenditores that go with the logging
;;W .%'nsﬂu:-‘;i.y'}au They want theoge great re-

L sourees of the country fully developed—
imiecdiately developed. that is, they think they want
them developed. it is entively llogical and unrea-
sonable fo expect that the great forests of timber in
{rregon can or should be lozped off and the logs out
into lumber other than by process of the law of e
ply and demand and the natvral growth of the coun~
try. Bul suppose that ihe owners of these vast scres
of timber fand should attempt to do what the Hingle
over - stmaia.| (2% advosaies would have them do, o
tion osumes veql proceed st once fo ent down the time
e A ber log it off and saw it ap e

et log i o aw it ap imbo laom
ber, it would not require a great deal of business ex-
pervience to at once see that thare would be an over.
production of lumber: that the price of lumber would
fall; that the industry would be paralyzed and the
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atfempt 3 failore.  Bul suppese that it wonld ol be
a failure, and that ihkere was 2 foreign mariet for
all of the timber sawsad inte hember. The result wonig
be that in the course of 4 few years the timber of the
Etale of Oregen would he degtroved; that in the meopn-
time there would have been a false stimulant given
to the inflox of population op account of puch an un.
nataral cendition, and when the timber was exhausied
& reachion would take place which would be s com-
pensation for fhe usnnatural acts

The indostry that would have heen an assei for
perhaps many decades would, nnder the operstion of
Bingle Tax ideas, have m a few years perished.

In the states of Wisconsin and Michizan % is not
a2 question of forcing the timber owners to get rid of
their Omber burriedly, Tt is now a ques@ion befors
sroseryniion o] 102 legislature and has causeG a great
Hwmber i otmex] denl of concern, what method they may
e ] smiploy to preserve the forests and use

theim no faster than is BACESSATT,

They therefore have advoeated that s tax on the
stampage shall replace a tax on the standing timber
and land values, thershy relieving the land-owner
from excessive taxes which has a tepdeney to foree
him to get vid of his timber

¥ want 1o discourage the gigeniic
Forents destruefion of their forsats rather than
—— to encourage i, &x the Single Tazer
would do in the State of Jregon

FrResrve the

The law of compstition, the law of supply and de-
mand, must govern ths devslopment of industriss, It
v o s impossible to legislate geaingt the in

teresie of the peopls whe own thess tim-
e ber dands and not legislate sgainst the
interests of the whele siate, Soelety is 5o elosaly
ST Bndeed together that when vou ensot a
fagury £0 GRE— | o thai destrove fhe crty Tiohis aof
talary o abl aw that destroys the property rights of
— gig it will ondoubiedly do the sams o

Taw of oomspe-
Sitlon

all,
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UNDER SINGLE TAX.. ™

AEY WOULD PAYM THE™
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"

M AMOUNT,
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CHAPTER YL
SINGLE TAX UNJUST, THRBASONABLE AND
IHCONSISTENT.

T want to call the atiention of the reader to the
snreasonabie, unjast and illogicsl method of Singie
Tax | wani to point out just how the operation of
ingle Tax does harm and worls a hardship upon the
oor rathee than upon the rieh

o
s
T

it bas been quite clearly shown that all propevty
T pgaal, or should bs equal in the oyes
Bouariiy in #FRF| of the law, hecaune one class of property
ean be quickly converted ints another

alass.

Tnder the application of Single Tax the man whe
oWNE MONeY sHCRPEs sawation, Inasmuch as money is
abselutely necessary for the transaction of business,
Honey tme f?r t,i‘sevc%i;z“ry.iz}._z;f an @fﬁ eomymerse and all
Mood 3£ awm-| Hnes of indostry, 1 s therefore & very
mevse impertant factor. Consequently the
deney would be for an imdividual who had Iands, m
chandise or any other class of property 1o ponvert 1%
into money; <

especialiy land, as land nader Single Tax
would have to bear all of the burden. and woney and
ather classes of properity would escape, Mow, when
ane converts his property into monay, he sowid in
turn, and perhaps would, loan ivis money
he R Tt the vapions apdividuals whe mopst
have its use and servies, veceiving a sompensation for
W Mee retorns for the loan af thiz money would
possibly net him many thouszands of doliars, This in-
dividual, for examples, owns two lots on the seruey
ey b 4 gmd B ostrests on which he has a
Comparigon - - . P . Ly
L $25 000 vesidence,  The vezidenes is built
from the retorns of hiz loaned wmoney. The heuse is
elegantly furnished, pos wibly the furniture cost $16.-
000, He has two automobiles which were purchased
by the revenne from his loaned money. He has his
_gervants and chaufienr. He enjoys the
city police protection; he enjoys the

The loan shark

Tnjoys the

privileges and] = ir oy P 3 e R
D more parks, toulevards and the driveways;

he is 5 gentleman of lelsure and hasg all
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of the pomforts of life that money csn buy. He pays
« small rental for his Pertland offics, which s ineated
in & 19-story skyseraper. Bub under Hingle Tax this
is what would happen.

Acrnss the street from the residence of this money
loan shark lives s wmight watchman whe reeeivesr for
his pay $60 a monih and who hag two lots of the same

1 dimensions as the losn shark’s, en which
he has a modest cottage valued at 8500,
Under the applieation of Singls Tax the tax-collscior
comes aroumd and calls on the man that has the ele-
zani home, for the laxes The taxzes on his two lots
ymonnt to $35, which is a were trifle. He zoes across
the wiveet to the night watehman and says to him,
SVanr taxes arve 33577 It is & hard straggle for him
i to pay that amount, for if iz o little
meve than half » month’s salary, He
makes ingniry of the tax-collector as to what tazes
ihe man across the street pays on his twe tote. *Thir-
ty-five dellars,”’ is the answor,

“ And yaine $85. just the same a8 higt’

The iax collecior replies, *“That Is the sysiem we
zve now working under,” The night watehman then

ays, ‘I have po benefil of the parks and the bonle-
vards snd ihe driveways, I have no sutomobiles; my

) heomnse is scantily furpished: I nesd none
Besda no B of {he police protection that the man
1 aarpss the sireet vequires; I have no
dismonds, ne jewelry, no gilverware, no five hundred
shousand-doliar necklace or anything of that deserip-
tion which needs police protection; 1 do ned Tequire
the fire protection that the man ASToss the way does.
Wnst T coniribnie as much to the suppori 5t the gov-
S o = = lstency ernment of the Citv of Poriland (or any
2.0 = adEtoners) othar city) as the man scross the way
Jewall 1§ appesl to the good judgment of the
reader. Iz there mny justice, iz there sny oongigtenay
in such a system? Certainly not!

Now lef us consider another ilustration, Suppose
that 4 owns & Lne of steamboals, sailing veszels o
any other transportation line. He has 2 large inecins
from his Dusiness. Under the applics-
ﬁ;@u’%ﬁxfg s tion {}f fingle Tax he too will sscape.

He will pay neo taxes on three, four, five

g thiz Just?

& sokilogwy

wm

S

[ERE———_ AL
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e thonssod dollars’ worth of applisnces
winch bring lim s grest revenus and i which the
public must pay tribule oroupies the same posi-
Hion sz the man who loans the money. s pays no
more Tor the maintenance of the iy goverpment oy
the state governmeni, possibly not as
mch, s ihe msn who works in the
switel wards of the Northern Facific
Railway iu Portiand, or the widow who works inoa
lndry or mmay do washing to support her children,

or s1E AU

The §ebering
man $7 WOEELAR

Toe you want this man to escape pay taxes¥
“hould he not pay his part?

ffake for a farther illustration your departent
stoves, your maunfacturing plazies, your fransier com-
paniss, the owiers of your magniticent bulldings which
et fping to them s great income threonugh
lenttiply, $ues%) their ventals. We could mmitiply the
- S N itinstrations already made by nany dif.
ferent Hnes of indestry that offer the same pompari-
son. Trme and space will not permit, however, 10 do
this, I only desire for ihe reader to get the idea of
the fallacy of such a system.

To further illustrate the inconsistency of the opera-

tion of Singls Tax and how it will worly a hardship
wpon both producer and consumer— the very olassns
- ~1 ihai Mr. (eorge intendsd fo relieve—un-

Tepariment © . " . -
e tars ve-l der Ringle Tax the products of the stk

zorh A and iahor will not be taved Ths
Department of Agriculture reports that the farmer
recaives but B0 per cent of the price whick consumers
pay for farm produecis, Thiz shows that from ibs
time the products |

leave the farm uniil they reach the
conanmer 10 per cont is added to the yalue DY Ted-
gon of carrying charges and handiing sharges of gvery
nuture, together with ibhe profits that the middlemen
voceive. Ipasmuch as the price the consumer has te
pay s iwiee that which the farmer receives, it st
he apparent that there is room for mapipulailon and
excesdive profits after the goods leave the farm and
hefere they veach the comsumer. Under
wowid be eme] our present syshem personal property ia
St Bt ®F| subject to taxation, Tinder the applies-

' tion of Single Tax it will be exempl
This will offer g still greater indusement for those
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who manipulate the Fistribution of the 7arious staple
coramodities or products of the farm and products of
manufacture.

Ar an illmstration, only in the latter part of 1911
sugar was maini pulated and advanead to an exorbitant
= iy, DIgUTE, T was not due fo the fact
fef«giie%”dm% that there was a seareity of sugar. 1t
Y was simply manipuiation of the mar-
ket, the eontrolling of the product of the seil, The
consumers paid the bill

Agatpn, wheal, oats, 00T, eotton, flour and many
stapie articles are thas controlied by esombinations
made between various individuals together with therr
e gt acenmulations of wealth, monsy,
Gonprolling the| 1. The prices of ihese commodities
o nay possibly he lowersd for a time—
what 15 known as “hearing the market.’” When the
market i Jow eneugh or as low as they can force it

ihey begin buying and get eonivol o & great extent
e

o - of these corpmodities then advance the
AR -] @ = - e

A es 0¥ price therchy reaping enormons proiits,
e The consTneT PAYS the penalty. Ho with

manufacinred artieles; so with yubber, rubber cloth-
ing. eoffse and tea, and many other lines 100 RILMErous
to mention, that the genios and intrigus of man conld
gpt hold of and manipulaie to the Aetriment of so-
A me moot | lety. vet under e application of
ixes Gingle Tax thelr holdings and fheir
profits wonld go soob-free.

They wounld pay no part of the rumning eXpenses
of the government, Feb enjoying greater privileges
¢han those who were paying the gperating eXponses.
The SHeld is so bread that it wonld require a book o
this particuiar phase of the Single Tax gquestion io
thoronghly preseut the many enjust and Nogieal feu-
tares in the application of the Bysterm.

Tig VOU want these people to escape just taxation?

In eonnection with this phase of the question 1
mnst not fail to eall yonr attention to the fact that
Mr, Felg, the man who fins spent his millions fo pro-
m mote thig system, has made his money
I moap  busi-| from the mapufacture of soap. He has
mess _lyot made it from the imereased value
of land, Please bear in mind that My, Fels bas made

H
T
i
H

AT, DEFERCTE 0¥

.
plani—at wctos that ander Singt
nay 1o revenus i the government, 1 wonld
) euse Mr. Fels of promoting this
A met aoe] foy the express porvpose of
cuse Mr. Fels | his manufacturing plaat from
hataise hs 18 spendipg mers MOBEY than he would
aain thereby. i s a zood iNpstration, however, 1o
show von that there may he, and 0o doubt are, many
thousand  different  lines of manufacture that are
squally &3 profitable as the mannfacture of soap.
Tnder the appl ation of Single Tax these profifable
entorprises would pay no taxes jiand wonld have 10
hear ail of the burden

of dollars out of a manui
¢ r[‘k
&

e

famation,

THE GONSUMER pAYS THE Bili

The Hipgle Taxevs appeal to the working rlass
and ghose whe are anfortunats, and say 10 {hem -
yau ereate these many million dollars” worth ot

_ i value in land; why 0ob taks 17 Why
e iy #8) oive it o another 21t agpek s statement
e upem Tk thought appeals 1o the indi-
vidual Who pays the Bills now?  Who pays the tax
that is collected on the rarions cormmodities? The
consnmer does, 1t cannol be otherwise,

When an article 18 mapufactyrsd the cost of the
raw material is fivst talen into considerabion, then
the eost of the jransportation of the raw material 1o
e e place of manutactore, thep the cost
of manufacturing, rent, interest, insur-
ance, labor, deferioration of plant and
Al of the ineidental expenses are figared and beoome
a part of the £xXpenses that attach to ihe mannfac-
tured article; then a cortam profit 1s added to the
price of the article; then ecartage 10 the railway oF
trapsportation lipe is added; then follows the fraight
and the carfage at is Jdestination, together with the
wholssalers’ sipenses and their charges; then ihe ex-
penses follow 10 the retailer, with his profite and ex-
penses added; fipally to the consguner. He pays the
Tinal total charge that has attached to the article s0
purchased.

fosbs atiach o
aciicled

The ipdividual who hires an attorpey pays the

i
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office rent, pays all of his office expenses, Those vn-
fortonate enough to require the services of a physi-
it giaTt DAY PhE  @EDOTSES, And s0 you
e e ox-| might single out each item which goes
glfeﬂamcgmw* to make up the volume of business of

the eountry, and the burden finslly falls
upon the consumer, Now thege eonsumers are pro-
K dusers a3z well. We must ever keep
o imeer | this in mind. I comsume the products
of another ome’s Iabor; he consumes
the products of my labor, Thig i the result of ths
division of labor, the result of commeree which fol-
iows the division of labor. Under the application of
Single Tax we will have the same proesss. The con-
sumer must and will pay the final bill,

Under either sysiem the consumer and the pro-
ducer pay the bill MNow, what difference would
there he in the cost of the manufactured article,

whether the owner of the plant in
Froducer &0 | which a certain article was mannfac-
| tared paid $2000 taxes, $1000 of which
wag on the ground so ocenpied and $1000 on the
building, machinery and contents. The same §2000
in either event would attach to the tetal amount of
- goods manufactured and sold from that
Copmgo I 10TE| plant during that year. So the con-
sumer who purchased these articles
would neither profit nor lose in this fransaction.
The cost of transportation would be no more or less
on account of the application of Single Tax as far
2s faxes were concerned and the relative portion of
expense attached fo the article the ecomsmuner pur-
chases,

Tet us follow these manufactured articles stili fur-
ther, They reach the wholesale house, In 1§11 this
partioniar whelesale house paid $3000 total taxes om

goods, building and ground. This year,
Eoyw % worksd| {973 under the sppliestion of Single
Tax the taxes will be relatively ihe
same amount, but on the ground only, There is atitl
TS Teis tme] no difference in the price of the arte
el | cte and the expenses that atiach to it
He may follow these articles on uniil they reach the
eonsumer, and they are practically the same as um-
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X Tiat heing fime,

o ANFOrentd] iiavn | " relief % B anm-
Fo Auiforancel there bas heen no relief o ihe

der the old sws

- ) apmer whatever, The advocntes of Biu-
ole Tax howl and rant and clnmor about faxing im-
Ed‘%t‘g’y ----- taxing the produsts of labor. Isn't it clear
in the rveader that the product of labor has been
ed just as muoch under the © Tax Sysiem 288
ler the old system? It makes no Jdifference whether
von tax ithe arficie iteelf or whethsy
A e M amor vou tax to 8 greater extent the ground
— ' e man, machinery oF marnud
furing plani wast 0Cenpy wrhile he is mannfasturing
the article.

[RESEERS———

sie Tpx has dome the
188 N6

Mow application of Sing :
congumer o good, and 1f has done the far ;
wpod, 1t has not helped the manufactarer; it has not

: pelped the producer. Then what hag i
o has Dewn E
weiped s mo-| done?
vody | It has lowered the price of farm
tands, village and oty lots throughont the land, 1
has created woresh destroved confidence and PETG-

tyzed industry.

i
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sTooTrey au) dividusal be willfng to loan money UROR
gona | tand when there was & system in OpETE-
fion thai had for its final purpese the gonfiscation
ofdand values by the process of sll the potential rent
being taken by the government?

T am aware that the gingle Tax theorists will
claim that they do nob iptend to carry their system
thug far, that it will take many years to reach the
omd  ds it final eoal. I reply that in my judg-
whow ment that makes the system 80 mueh
the worse. It would be much beiter, if we are to
finally reach that point whers 1and velues are to be
aholished to reaeh it at once and adjust the affairs
of the movernment and the pecple to the new condi-
tioms, rather than to ciart in om an ers of declining
tand values and declining industries which wonid
o woar BxCase pecessarily follow., It would be a poor

exeuse for s eriminal to say that he
had administered a dose of poison, but that it would
iake g long time to kill the individual, The crime
et wrould be just as greal as thoungh the
Boslt et dose sdmimistered would produce death
___ig% onee The crime would be just as
sreat in the eyes of the iaw, and go I believe that the
erime of introducing a system which will desiroy land
values graduslly, but sertainly, iz jost a8 immoral
and umjuet as thomgh it produced fthe same result in
s shorter space of time.
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CHAPTER VIL

THE SINGLE TAXERS CRY “LAND MONOPOLY

Within the past ten years, sceording to the state-
ment of Mr. Pels which appeared in the March pum-
ber of “World’s Work Magazine,”” he purchased in
mm ?iésex, England, 56 m}!@ij from Londos,

F 700 acres of & farm al $50 av acrs. He
hased another farm within 24 miles from Lop-
don for $;ad an acre, [ cannet imagins
?gi‘gﬁ,‘;‘;‘fggg that there is very much of a land mo-

e 105p0lY even in Emngland in which of
all eountries there wonld tend to be s monopoly of
fandd, if in auy, whe ¢ is to be purchased at $35
an acre. In fact, Mr, (George cites England in “Prog-
ress gnd Poverty™ a8 a country owned and controllsd
== by landlovds and grest landed egtates
pregon FAMSSRl§ {magine thai the farmers of Oregon
-~ wd wonld aslc more for their land than $35
an acre, especially within 24 miles of Portlsnd, or
Halem, Eugene or many other pities of Oregon.

As a matter of faet there is no land monopoly
snywhere in the '%'”Oizj? unless it is In sueh countriss
where the land is owned by the state, whish onr Sin-
T gle Tax frdends woudd have us do o in
?fﬁf?gﬁﬂfnmm Oregon, In order for there {o be a Iand
rnin——eed G00POLY whick will work an injory to
tha citizens generally the conditions must be such that
the produets of the goil are unreasonably high. that
the consumey must pay toe much in propertion to
ather things and commodities for the producis of the
soil and the privilege of occupying ceriain portions
of the soil. In other words, when the operation and
the tilling of the land hmw ng greater reward or
e porapensation  for ihe labor thus ex-
o bor pended  in producing, ecultivating end
rrrnd 18T VESTIN the products of the ssil than
other industries and lines of human ensrgy, there can
be ne land movopoly whers there are mo greater re-

trng to the land owner or the land operator thamp

SINGLE-TAXERS 08Y “LAND MONOpOLyY a4

other lines of indusiry reguiving the same amocunt of
effort and energy,

This zame line of reasoning justified by the facis
may be continuned throagh ali Hues of indusiry in the
United States, The production of cotton, ihs produe-
T3 fien of the goods manufactured from
Cepants oL Unil eotton and many  other lines have
e sHOWEH the same relative redustion in
the cost of producticn and distribution.. The Single
Tax theorists point to the fact that s greater portion
of the eitizens of the United States zre not land owne
ers, therefore a land moenepoly; that the majority are
tenants, and the minority the landlords. This is no
argument against the system of private ownership of
land, Many of our wealthiesi people have no land.
e 3418 not becavse they cannot get i5. I3
e iist®l is becanse they don’t want it.  There
—eeeeeed 38 0ther lines more profitable to them.
The Jews as a class are the shrewdest business men
we have, As a rule they are tenants and noi land
owners, They ean get greater returns for the money
wvested in commere pursuits than they eap to
have it invested in cify lots, houses or farm lands
Lake Mr, Fels, they can make more out of the soap
husiness than they eap in the land, This ery of land
monopoiy; this cry that the poor people are being
strangied to death by the land-grabber and the land-
lord is mot justified by the fasts when the gquestion
is thoroughly analyzed and the true cause of poverty
is diseovered, It will not be fownd in the private
ownership of Iand but from eauses very
T o] Targely Inherent in the human race and
N 3 which will ever he with soclety and he
a souree of pain and discomfort,




THE RESULT’

CHAPTER VIIL

HOW SINGLE TAX WOULD BAR PUBLIC
IMPROVEMENTS.

Under the stimulating influence osf our present
gystem individuals privately or collectively, for the
suke of profit and gain, ondertake great enterprises

J U ———
T o provemsnts
m Poriiand g=-
s ple

—great development gchomes, Ag an
illustration take the improvement that
is now going on in Portland by Lewis

IUE————e

& Wiley., This congern purchased 2

glough or low plece of gronnd ecovered with water

wear the old

gspesition site. They also purchased a

portion of the hill jving west of Portland, They
hiave spent large sums of money in sluicing the dirt
from this hill to the valley below, filling up this low

i T AT

®o mbucemmenis
far recidmaiion

ground thus reclaiming & large traot of
waste land, at the same fime reclaim-

ing & large portion of the hill, making

it a very beautiful and attractive regidence distriet.
The private fortunes of these individuals arve risked
in ihisz enterprise. They had but ome object—that

was that the

land wounld increase in value snd that

all of this inerease would belong to them. They

PR

myestme B kS
wmade for galm

would net only get paid fer the amount
of labor and money thus expended and
for the interest om the money and the

risk mo taken but they would get even more, They
expected at least & handsome profit for their enter-

prize, and no
Multnomah O

denbt they will get it, unless perchance
ormty should adopt Singie Tax., In thai

event they would be cheated of the reward that is
justly duae fhem for ihe enterprise thus displayed, i
hold that it is perfectiy right ard just that these men

Hayes & iast
slajm Ty the
increment

chonld receive the fnll bemefii of the
increase in the value of the land thus
ceclaimed,  Under the application of
Single Tax the work mever wounld have

sommenced, Thers would have been no ineentive for
sach improvements, and ceriainly it would be a vory
bard matter if the land belonged to the state to per
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cuade the State Degislalurs 1o embark on such &n
indertaking, (lonzequenily the development of this
pavtienlar iract of grovmd would not by accomplished
ander the Single Tax systemn.

To earry this Hlustraiion further to make it appli-
cable to any such an epterprise, let ws suppose that &
jaree portion of the Cify of Pertland (or any other
ity in the State of Oregon) required
singls Tax| certain streets te he regraded and greal
;i;‘;"’éﬁm;’f;; ma-l ats and fills to be made; that ceriain
e 1uills or bigh elevations were in the way
of the progress of the ¢ity; that the grades on at-
sonnt of these high elevations were toe graat to per-
mit of traftic and that the regarding of these hills
-+ was absolutely necessary for the far-
i;ij’e%;ﬁ:;mems ihar development and growth of the
. leity., Under the present system of im-~
provements in oities and towns, districts are formed
for the purpose of regulating the cost of such im-
provemenis, Now, suppose we get together all of the

" property owners in the district whieh comprises that

ipetion of the city whers these euts sud fills and
=" high clevations are §o he romoved and
T b 8 BEE the distriet mads accessible for city

- graffie and business, and we shall sa¥
to these lot owpars: ‘fFer the vegrading of these
irects and the tearing down of the hills, the filling
up of the lowlands, the emtire cost to this district will
he $30.000.000 This entire section has been formed
Gemvads fGim- into a distriet—a regraded district All
ticts Y of the lots in this digtrict will have fo
Toar ineir proporfiomate shars of this expense. DNow,
von lot owners will have idis biil to pay, each lot
paying in proportion to its Voeation, When this im-
provement iy made, however, great advanlages il
wecrne to ilds locality, and your lots will improve

e ppatly in value, Ave vou willing 1o

WOULD BAR PUBLLG IMPEOVEMBREE

mykitisd o
wuTe  than ime
tersEy

pend

1, the pigl thus token and the interest on the

e

ps]

that the moearned Inorement as
npole Taxer calls i, wil compeo-
sgte  thern for the money thus &

A5

woney, They are satisfied to proceed,

Dr, FBegleston, W, 8 Uken and My, Oridge ask

permission to acdr
2 “fn the year 1912 at the ovember elec-

the meeting., They say lo these

tion we are going to Pass a Single Tax
measare that ail of the taxes in Mult-
somah County (or whatever county this

ivht happen to be) will T paised from land values
oply, and that it is ths infention and PpUrpose,
st 38 the object of their peenliar system, to fake
ihe fnll rental value of the tands in the conrse of a
number of years; thai the selling value of their land
will of necessity disappear under such g system, inas-
much as the increment will be ahsorbed by the renial
s taken; that the inevement that they have enjoyed
ander the old systemn will, wnder the new. ocase e

exiet.’”  And

o imprTo Ve
ments under
nyw Sysisu

ERT———————

the value of

they further say fo these lot owners:

L Now, if under the circumstances which

we have just described o you, you da-i
gire to proceed with your improvemant,
vo ahead, but remember, the in¢rease in
the lots, and the present yalne of the

lots will disappear under the application of our sys-
tem—>aingle Tax."’

At the conclusion of the vemarks of the three gen-
{lemen just mentioned, after a few prominent lot
owners had expressed themselves it was deecided by

% m p rovements
not oodsrialen

any more of
such a thing

an pmanimons vote that the anderiaking
would not be started; that under gueh
conditions they did not wani 1o spend
their money, buf would rather sell, if
was possible, what lHittle intergst there

might be in the land.

H T TOTeniant 3 \ ; : ; 5
t g rovemenss| gnand your ascumulated wealth in =

prants vValnes

[

mentxt  The guestion s ¢

£
L

or  thess laprove-
saed by a nmmber of

furither opuilay

the lsading property oWners and finally they come

to the conclusion that i will be a profiizble move,

and upon motion the iob

gywners agres unanimonsly

that they will undevkake the weorl, the consideration

Such a conclusion would be perfectly matural and
logical.

This illustration shenld be sufficient for ihe reader
1o multiply its application in all lines of improve
mente, in all Hnes of progress where the individual

pr e p
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caon B syst has heen eujoying a retwre for his
Such a syste™| money. You shouid be able to ses at a
zot comstimet | plance that such a system 18 destroetive
' of the wvery principles that have saused
onr nation and country to grow beyond that of any
other. Under our laws we bave offered ail the eom-
souragement possible to jndividusl epterprise, thrifi

and energy. Under the operation of
Hoi  attrachvel Single Tax, as stated in previous chap-
7 Viers, land values will decline, and as
land values decline, investors pass by eommunities
and localities where land velues sre declining, and
geck a place for investment where thers is a chanee
for profit. As before stated, mortgages
wonld he at once foreclosed, renewals
would be refused, loans on land for im-
provements wonld be entirely out of the guesiion.
When land values begin to decline confidence is
shaken, money is withdrawn, and as money is with-
drawn, industry ceases, labor becomes
in less demand, therefore the price of
laber declines as the greater numbsr of
iaborers apply for the limited number of positions;
the price of commodities declines god the price of
everything declines with it. Under such a process
W commercial conditions would becoms
prasslon | slmost maobearable, It would be 8 ca
lamsity for Gregon or the Btate of Wash.
ington or any other state in the Union, and & na-
tional eslamily for the entire United States to adop!
Single Tax,

wlortgages fore-
closed

Legs work, loss
pay

CHAPTER IX.

VANCOUVER, B. ©, HAB NOT BEINGLE TAX

Inasmuch as the Single Taz advecates point fo the
British Oolumbia cities as having Single Tax, 1 fee!
that it is noecessary 1o give some fzcts regarding
Victoria snd Vancouver, B, (., relative to their sys-
tem of taxation. The writer visited Vancouver in the
month of Januavy, 1912 for the express purpose of

investigating
[

STHEEF BOW &
building  hosm

their fizeal svstem. I found that the
citizens of Vancouver were not at all
familiar with the theory of Single Tax.

im ot

When asked their idea of its applicstion

14y Vancouver, they knew but litle
about it. They saild they kmew the buildings were
aot taxed and that they were having prosperity ; that
property, land, was imersasing rapidly; that renis
were very exorbitant, and the prices of commodities
were exiremsly high,

Upon further investigation 1 iearned that sbout
16 years age Vancouver, by & mere act of the City
Couneil, which they have the suthority to do, elimi
nated 25 per cent of buildings from taxzation, In
" 1906 they made it 50 per eent, and in
suidtags o= 1909, 75 per cont. In 1910 all of the
- Yypuildings and improvements, together
with persenal property, werse gxempted from taxzation
in the City of Vancouver. FPleage hear in mind that
this is for city purposes only, and that there were two
distinet sets of machinery for eollecting tazes n
Vancouver and other British Columbia cities, If you
should say 16 8 eitizen of Vancouver, SV gur prosper-
iy ame ity iz dume to the system you have of
Frospersy, Tu| collecting your taxes’ he would be
sources | highly imsulted. They claim their pros-
perity is due to their exceptional resources. In part
this is irue. British Columbia has vasi Tesources,
large areas of yet updeveloped land, vast stretches
of timhber, some of which is the best in the world;
grest fishing industries and mineral weaith. Central
Capads is 2 vast agricultural empire only partially
developed, and in the past few years there has been
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an epormons emigration not only inte Central Canada,
hut into British Columbia. besause of
the creat opportunities for fres land—
a homestead, if you please, with a per-
teotly clear title such as was given to the home-
steaders in the United States. it is to be their land
-—they are not to be tenants, as Single Tax advocates
would have them be

A homestead
£itle in fee sim-
vle

The people of Canads are net gingle Taxers by
any means. They would not congider for a moment
the repudiation of their contracts, They believe in
e rivate property in land. In addition
gre mob Singlel o fpo ofher great Iesources of British
S— Colgmbia which aeeount materially for
their commereial activity at this time and the ad-
vanee in growth of their eities, the Grand Trank Pa-
¢ifie, Canadian Pacific and Canadian Northern Rail-
et wwavs have spent in the past thrae years
Tast sums N gver fifty millions of dollars in West-
o lern Canada, and contemplate spending
apother fifty millons by the end of 1913, With this
vast amount of money that has been spent in the past
few years, and anticipating the additional expendi-
;m ture of fifty millions, all of Western

“ening)] Capada has been stimulated to a very
high degree. It must also be rvemembered that Can-
ada, espeeially firitieh -Colambia and the western
provinees, have 1ol been developing while other
— western siates of the Tnited Ststes
Linited FniS pave been. While Seattle and Portland
- have heen wmaking great strides im
building and popuiation, Rritish Oolumbia cities have
stped still, T is now their tarn, and in spite of this
Sinele Tax failacy they are active.

There is one more festure, however, in compeciion
with the growth of Vameouver ihat must not be passad
hv without notice, for it is one of the groat factors
: “lin s exeepiienal activity., Vanecouver
A Tt | has & population of practisally 100,000.
e _1The assessed valuation for 1912 is esti-
mated by Mr. Baldwin, Conirolier of the City of
Vapeouver, at $192,000,000, This is & per capia
valuation of $1920. They have a bonded indebied-
ness exclusive of loecal improvements of $21.000 000,
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or $210 for each AR, WOMEN and child in the <ity.
1 was informed by men well posted that Vanoouver
Lias seven people for each lot in the city. This would
emed by iawr make & honded indebteduess of some-
Ao oy 20| thing over $1400 for each lot in ths
ver cemé 14ty of Vaneouver, The Provineial
Government allows ciiies of the first class to Dond
for 90 per cemt of thelr assessed valnation.  Van-
rouver, hieing a city of the #irst class, has this privi-
" lsge. They bave borrowsd their 20 per
oo bo the zmi| cent up to the Hmit T4 must alse be
e ' pemembered  that Vaneouver assesses
practically the full value of the real estate in the

aity,

In the past five years they have, perhaps, im
addition to other sums as above mentioned, spent
\332@.000,@@@ in improvements paid For

A by this bonded money. Oy im other
words, they have borrowed on 40-year bonds at 4 per
cont ihis vast sum of wmoney for a ety of 100,000
e peopie. ?app@se that Parﬂandlsh@ul{i
Portinng A foltow Vancouver’s footsteps in her
fizgal system, mamely, o g9 in debt
a5 much as her valnss would justify and the law
allows, as Vancouver has done. :

F20,000,803

Portland has a popuiation of 230,000, Supposs
that her sssessed valnation wounld follow the same
proportion as ihat of Vancouver, namely, %1320 per
capita, which so far as 1 cap soe, she would have 2
perfect Tight to do, they wonld have a total valus-
ion of $499,000,000, The State of Oregon allows
cities of the first elass to borrow T per cent on their
valnation for general bonded indebiedness, This
wonld allow an indebtedness to Portland of 434-
000,000, But suppose the State of Oregon allowed
cities of the first class to borrow 20 per cent, which
is the ease in Vancouver, and suppose Portland faith.
fally followed up her Hmit, as Vaneouver has done,
inztead of having s general honded indebtedness of
$14 000,600, your general bonded indebtedness would
reach a grand total of $99.800,000.

I am of the opimion that Pertland, Satem or any
other eity on the Paeific Coast wouid far outatrip
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i they would be 80 frightinliy
forent fo the conssq@enies of in-
debtedness as fo go i debt to the extent
of $99,800.000, or 01 that Qrag}?r‘iioﬂ 4
nopulation, gpd spend that money o3 ity improve-
ments, leaving the riging generation 0 pyy the Jt;h
gation, This excessive indebtedness af Vaneonver

. and other Canadian cities, which i
Tou wowld w0 4o s eritevion of the
o T iion of Mingle Tax, would not be

ot mpplicatic R
iplevated in American aities of any Bole, and it wild
he the rainaiion ihose who have adopted sueh &
vepkless and indifferent colBrse

Faneouver, B. O

e

what & &T¥
wroull be mads

=

TAY LAWE OF PRITIST COLUMBIA,

4q g matter of fach taxen ave tevied az follows in
The provinog of 13 b Cobgmbis, quoling irom Dage
§. chapier B3 G oAn ach to BRE0EE, levy and eoliant

saxes on property snd ineoine.’’

“ pProperly subicet  te i&zﬁiem; {1y Al
1gnd, persenal property é}*ﬂei_};‘;{:{)me of avery
person in ihe province, inclading the lang and

personal property within the provines z:?f non-
cesidents ip the Dprovines, shzil be able to
taxaiion, o .
coggy  AlL mines and minerals shall be a8
sessed and igzed, ) )
$(gy Every person shall be gagessed &mfa
tnyed on real properiy, personal })z‘@pemf and
inaome, fFubject 1o the exempiions ot this
act’? (whieh relates to cemeferies, ete.).
stThe taxes on all InCOMmMes op to $2000 is 1
ner cant; from $2000 to $3000, iig per eonl;
Zrom £3000 to 4000, 14, per Neem, _?f@ii from
4000 to #7000, 2 per cent: from $7000 and
over, T per pent.’” ) o
itFyery bank doing buginess 1N this prov-
inee shall be assessed and tazed in sdditien =0
the foregolng anbeeciion 1006 per anmnm, and
£125 for each additional branch.”’ )
Cesme gwner of every galmon cannery, 1S
additien $o the 18X oh resl property, pamgnﬁ‘i
property other than salmon and income, ghall
he tazed at the rate of two certs on esch csEe

0, AR HOT BINGLE Tax e

of salmen packed by him during the year end-
ing the 91st day of Trecemhar, and in addifien
ch taxz & lax of 1 wper cent on fhe istal
price for which salmon, other than canned mal-
mon, has been sold by him durine said year.”

S0fn addition io thsir veal estate and income
iax every ingurance COIMpABY, SVery life insur-
anes company, every guaranies company, igan
company and trust eompany, every telegraph,
telephons and express company, every gei com-
pany and every waler works company snd
street railway company is neseaged and tamed
upon its grogs revenue from =il sources dee
rived. arising ov acerued from business trans-
acted o the provines”’

1 personal property 18X iz greatsr then
the incomae tax then they colleel from the
personal property, and if the imeome iax i3
creaier, the amount of fux on Ineomse ghall be
the only tax payable in respeet of hoth inoems
snd personsl properiy,”’

o=

Phe Provinoial Covernment of British {ioinmbia
peys & very large portion of Vancouver’s school ex-
ses, which ecomes from Tevenus derived from the
rarious kinds of taxes otber than that of Tand.

Do not sllow Vaneouver, B, ¢, to enter infe
vour consideration as a city trving ount Hingle Tax,
mm;m - for sach is mot the ease; they are stam-
pariran ply exempling, as & aly, hoiidings and
e pErgenal property, apd even that far
only by resolution of Oty Conneil; there is no such
provisien in the eify charter,

In eonclusion, s word to the wise is sufficient.
Let Vancouver snd other Canadisn cities eontinuvs
thelr experiments, until they have passed throogh &
period of depression, whieh will surely follow, s
;ﬁ;‘“’";;"‘;”; has  been the sxper%eme v{}f Beattle,
somn Portiznd, San Hranecisco—in fact, all
| cities and conptries. then iz the tims i
obeerve the effects, This wuch-bossted reform is not
tike Halley’s womet--pusging by, never o retorn,
WModeration is the silver link in the pearly chain of
viriue; therefors use moderation in all your acts




