


ocracy, because it has faith

in the rest of us. k& opposes Privilege, and

Control of Natural Resources, and Covernment

by The Few. & supports the Inidanve, Referendum,

Recall, Equal Suffrage, Shor_’t Ballot and all other sane.’

and practical methods of getting results.  Especially does
it believe in the importance of the Singletax. Beyond
everything else, however, it believes in progress towards
the highest social ideals by the road of argument, eduo.
cation and the bailot. [t has faith that the truth clearly

and continually stated will at last make all men free,

THE PUBLIC
Ellsworth Bldg., Chicago Weekly, $1 a vear

HE PUBLEC believes in uffi.{‘ﬂate dem.“... ..

eview

The Single Tax

A tdemounshly illusteated magasine, published at One ol-

lar a. year ut 254 Nassan sireet, New York O t¥, contains the
rews of the movement from is Special Correspondents in
afl parts of the world, in which advances are being made
alnng our Hne Also fall #eports of the work of the Joseph
Fels Commission.

There will be a$ least three Bpecial Numbors during the
yoear enlarged and elaborately lustrated, which wifl wive
exhanstive aceounts of the movement in particolar countries.
Thus the Mapch April Number §s a Hpecial Number for Ger-
many, which gives the full flednils of the wovement hepe,
A Special British Number is in conrse of prepavation and
will appear in the carly Tall.

No one can afford to be withowt thesy numbers, for those
that are projected sad will appear from thne 4o tine will be
the sole and only availabie doecuments covering fully some
phase of this great movement.

Send for sample copy and prospoctus,

SINGLE TAY 1 BYIEW,
239 Nassan streel,
New York City,

“This association of poverty with progress is the great enigma
of our times. . . . It is the riddle which the Sphinx of Fate puts
to our civilization, and which not to answer is to be destroyed.”
- —Henry George in “Progress and Poverty.”




The Statuette from which this
photograph was taken is the work
of Miss Ella Buchanan, a Kansas
student of sculpture under Charles
I Muﬂigan,' at the Art Institute,
Chicago —she whose *“Votes for
Women” is attracting deserved at-
tention. The idea is to symbolize

the great agitational work of Henry:

George. -

It is the hope of the Joseph Fels
Fund Commission that this picture
may become the International
Symnbol of the George philosephy.
Electrotypes will be furnished at
cost to Clubs and ‘Organizations de-
siring to use it on théir stationéry
or in connection with Singletax

literature.
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PROC‘EEDINGS

. |
Second Annual Singletax Conference

Held in Chicago, at Hotel Laq Salle, November 24, 25 and 26, 1911,
Under the Auspices of the Joseph Fels Fund
Commission of America .

MORNING SESSION, NOVEMBER 24.

The Conference was opened by Daniel Kiefer,. Chairman of the
Fels Fund Cemmission, who said in his address that notices of the
meeiing had been sent to all contributors to the Fund and to all other
partics whose names we had and who were bélieved to be interested.
" Notice was alse published in “The Public” and other papers. While
the call referred fo the meeting as a general unofficial conference, it
was, in fact, as near to being thoroaghly representative of Singlefaxers
~ of the United States as any gathering in the present state of the move-
" mient cotild possibly be.

One reason for the meeting” was 1o iny 1te suggestions, all of which
would receive careful consideration, since “some that may.appear at
first glance infhractical may turn out otherwise on investigation.”

Mr W. H. Holly, of Chicago, was ¢lected chairman of the Con-
ference, and Messrs. Stanley Bowmar and Luther S. chkey, both
of Chicago, secretaries. -

On motion of Mr. €. M. Koedt, Mr. Joseph Fels was elected hon-
orary prestdent of the:Conference.

Mr. George A. Briggs, of Elkhart, Ind,, member of the (om-
mission, explained the peosition of that hody. He said:

“When the Fels Fund Commission was organized, My,

Fels volunteered to match every dollar that was raised by the

. Singletaxers of the United States, with the object of getting
the Singletax in some State within five years. Now it must
riot he understood that the Fels Fund is to further all kinds

of Singlétax work. . . . Up to the time the Commission
was for med the chief work of the Singletaxets of the country
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had bten aiong propaganda 1111@,:; but it was the Commis-
sion’s policy to try to secure the a(ioptxon of the Singletax in
some one place. That was the condition on w}uch it was
formed. To accomplish that, the Commission thought, would
be the biggest kind of propaganda work. 1t follewed there- .
fore, that the first call to be considered was the call from
those States where the chances to get the Singletax are best.
_This is.in States that have Direct Leomld‘rlon With the pres-
ennd kinds of constitution and the present lkinds of representa-
tive govermment, the powerful interests can easily defeat the
will of the people.  But efforts must be directed not only on a
State that has Dir Ltt Legislation, but which also has an earn-
est bod} of Singletaxers to carry on the work. This condi-
tion exists in Oreffml and also in Missourl.”

Mr. Briggs then went on to show that money should principally
be expended in Oregon and Missouri. After that they wanted to do
other things for the Singletax; to take part as far as possible in other
activities.

Thev helped ta secure Direct Legislation in Arizona and Colorado
hecause, in order to get the Singletax (which means industrial
democracy), we must first have political democracy.

Concerning propaganda work they felt that the best kind is what
will reach the greatest number who are now Singletaxers. They
thought it more important to catry a message to these in a {form not
strictly academic and that would appeal to and “hook up” those who
: wire interested in other things. The chiel medivm of this work is “The
Prablic.” That paper goes to more public men who are not directly in-
terested in our cause, but who read and enjoy Mr. Post’s editorlais

than 16 the ¢ase with any othier paper ih the country. o
" After that perhaps the most important is the Press Bureau, whlch'
does its work under the name of The American Economic League.
This is sending out editorials to the city and country press all over the
United States. These editorials are not ail straight-ont. SmO‘Ich\
ough they involve the Singletax principle. They'are pure de-
“mecracy, and the country papers using them are st{,adﬂy miolding
piiblic opinion. e
After that there is work of many different kmd “He limitations

fiilie Fund prevent it from assisting many demmble agencies, If the
telitive values suggested seemed well to the Confercme‘ the Com
mission would be glad to know it. If thev seemed wrong the Commi
sion stood ready and would be (rmsefui to receivé a,ll suggesiions t
uld be submitted. g
iiicompletion of Mr. Briggs’ uddres% M Louh F. Post, of.
M Wasren Worth ialley, _of Pum» vania; - Dr. Mary Huss

of New Jersey, and Mr. Bolton Hall, of New York weie miade a com-
mithes to prepare the program of ‘proce_edgng_s.
The Conference adjodrned until 2 2. M.
AFTERNOON SESSION, NOVEMBER 24.

Mr. Post reported that op account of .4 complicafion which had

~warisen with the managentent of the Tmtel-it would be necessary to’

find cther quarters; aid moved that a commitiee be appointed to pro?
cure a place of meeting for the remaining days of the Conferenca.
After considerable discussion it was ﬁnally decided to continue meei-
ing at the LaSaile, but to abandon the banquet and have a supper at
the Kimball cafe instead. It was further decided to hold the Sunday
public meetings in Willard Hall.

On motion of R. B. Blakemore, of North Dakota, it was decided
to provide a roster for each member 1o sign, and to present this roster
to Mr. Joseph Fels after final adjournment.

The Comimittee on Program reported the following order of busi-
ness for the afternoon session: First, sabmission of the Gnanéial re-
port of the Commission and action thereon. Second, réport on activi-
ties of the Comimission and action thereon. . '

Mr. A. B duPont, of Ohio, moved that the report of activitigs be :

’faken up hefore the report of finances. Carried.
r. Kiefer then read the following report:

Report of the Chairman of the Joseph Fels Fund,

The purpose of this meeting, like that of one held last year'in New

“York, is to take account of what has so far been accomplished and con-~

sider what hestto do in the year to come.

Oregon_—It wags not until aftef adjournment of last year’s confer-
ence that we deﬁmtely learned that the preliminary campaign in
Oregon had resulted m wvictory. . The amendment grantmg home rule
in taxation to coumties had carried. The next stép is to make use of
this power. To this end petitions have been prepared to put the
question before the voters of the various counties whether or not the
Stngletax for lacal purposes shall be adopted. Victory in some, if not
all of the counties is quite possible of attainment. But the special in-
terests are.not inclined to sit idly by and sce their privileges voted
away. They have framed a technical pretext on which they are now
contesting in court the placing of this question on the ballot. They

. have. furthermore, gone to the legislature and secutred the re-submis-

sion of the amendment by that body, aad are also pushing proceedings
hefore the Supreme Court of the United States in the hope of having
the Initiative aid Referendum declared contrary to the clause in the
Federal constitution guarante¢ing a republican form of government to
the States, Difficufttes of this klnd have long been foreseen by most
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of us. The fight in which we are engaged is no child’s play. Pluto-
cracy will die hard, and is sure to stubbornly contest every inch of
ground. However, it does not seem probable that. the people of
Oregon, who have just voted in favor of home rule in taxation, will
oblige monopolistic interests by now voting against it. either is it
reasonable to suppose that the absurd legal contentions of the in-
terests will be upheld by either the Oregon courts or the United States
SSupreme Court. o

With so able a manager at the front as W.'S. U'Ren, who has still
his first defeat to experience, we may confidently look for the adeption
of the Singletax in Oregon on schedule time.

Missouri—In Missouri a measure has been prepared providing
for a gradual and state-wide application of the Singletax. This is be-
ing pushed by the Equitable Taxation T.cague, of which Dr. Wm. P.
il is the head and S. L. Moser the secretary. This will be voted on
at the election of 1912, It speaks well for the tact and good general-
ship of our Missouri friends that promirent representatives of agri-
cultural, fabor and business interests are working in harmony for the
measure and giving it active and enthusiastic support.

Rhode Istand—in Rhode Island the work of influencing the legis-
fature is proceeding slowly. The Commission sent John Z. White into
the State to co-operate with ex-Governor Garvin and other workers.
Mr. White devoted many months not only to lecture work, but to
igoking up facts in regard to assessments and preparing statements
from official figures showing how a change from present methods to
tand value taxation would affect all taxpayers. One particularly im-
portant result of his long and painstaking research was the producticn
of a pamphlet containing a complete list of taxpayers in the City of
- Woonsocket, and showing the amount which each one would pay
should the change asked for by the Rhode Island Tax Reform Asso-
ciation be granted. Mr. White's pamphlet is a most valuable propa-
ganda document—one that can be used with good results in other
“places than ' Woonsocket. : BRIt

Ohio—Ir Ohio the calling of a Constitutional Convention offered
an opportunity which we could not well afford to neglect. The -pro-
gressive forces of the State, organized under the leadership of Brand
Whitlock and Herbert S. Bigelow, decided to make a fight for the
election of .delegates pledged to favor the Initiativé and Referendum.
They were forced to meet the vigorous opposition of the forces of re-
action. Public service corporations and other monopolistic interests,
composing the so-called Ohio State Board of :Commerce, argued that
the adoption of the Initiative and Referendum would inevitably lead

‘to the adoption of the Singletax. The manager-of this plutocratic:

campaign, Allen Ripley Foote, was extremely. bitter in his denun-
ciation of Singletaxers and the Singletax, aiid in his paper, the “Ohio
Journal of Commerce,” deliberately misreprésented our principles-and
tried his utmost to arouse prejudice-against us in the hope of thereby:
discrediting the Initiative and Referendum.: - Lin

The Commission contributed $500. to the progressive camfée_u o
fund No money was ever spent with better results. Two-thirds of
the delegates elected are progressives, and aclear majority is pl

n writing in favor of o satisfactory Fitiative and Referenduty meas-
are. Herbert 5. Bigelow was elected a inediber, and will certainty
take a very prominént part in its work, and Iikely be chairman of the
convention. ’

“The Public” —“The Public” 4s still in nced of a sustention fund.
Mr. Emil Schmied &id excellent work in secufing new subscribers, -
and it_ caused the Commiission great regret that cirenmstances ren-
dered it necessary for-hity to- sever his comection. Since September 1
Mr. Stanley Bowmar, wlio ias ably assisted the work of the Cincinnati -
office, has undertaken the task of mcreasing cirealation and -obtaining
advertisements, and has glready sonte most enconraging resulés to
show. '

Publicity Work-—Dr. W, G. Iggleston, who was originally en-
gaged to take charge of publicity work, is needed too badly for special
work in Oregon to be allowed to go elsewhere. Any suggestion to
that effect invariably brings a protest from our friends in that State,
where his exceptional ability in the preparation of educational matter
makes him indispensable. .
~ Since April 1 of this year a press bureau has been conducted under
the name of American Ecgnomic Léagne. This bureau furnishes mat-,
ter to papers whose editors Have cxpressed a desire to receive it.
Lhe work of preparing the niatter has been assigned to Samuel Dan-

. ziger. The number of papers now receiving the service is 580, and

maost of these publish what they useas original matter. The papers *
served inchude some metropolitan dailics as well a5 dailies published in
s.mall cities and towns, and 2 number of weekly and monthly pn?blica-
tions besides. _ E o ’

We started the press burean with a list of 600 papers, whose names
we took, for the'most part, from a ncwspaper directory. After the
service had been going to these papers for several months, we wrote
the editors, asking them whethet they found the articles of any interest

oruse to them. To'those who didfiot reply to our first letter we wrote
again and then a third tinde.  In this way -we trimmed down our st to

340 papers, cvery oste of whom have written that they want the service

: continued. . :

~ Mr. U'Ren sent.us a list of 160 odd papers in Oregon—every paper
in the State, I tunderstand-—suggesting that we send the service to
them, and these were added to our list. A couple of months ago Mr.
E. P.E. Troy, of Sari‘Francisco, sent in the name of the progressive

" papers in, California; and on his recommendation we are serving 62

of these; so that, all told, we are now sending copy to some 530 dailies
and weeklies. Fourteen of these are straight-out labor papers, and six
or seven of them publications ‘that go exclusively o farmers,

Qur greatest difficulty is, of course, to know to what extent the
service is being used. Something like 180 papers have put us on their
exchange list.  We go pver these exchanges hastily and clip from them
our press bnreau articles, whith are filed. These fles show that 111
papers have used the stuff; many of them only 1 or 2 articles ; some of
them from 12 to 20. - Others have used over half of what we have
sent them, ' : s ' .
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While those we see and clip are spime indication o.f.t_he extent to
which the service is accepted and used, it is really Yery little, for many
of the editors take the thoughts of the articles and trim them up 11
their own way. This, of cotirse, makes the matter exclusive, W’h}f.‘:h is
absolutely necessary for many of them. Take thc.“Nebr_aska Farm-
er,” for instance, the editor has niore than once written o1 the useful-
ness of the service to him ; but they use none of our articles just as they
- get-ther, and it is very-likely that those papers that take the thoughts
and trim them up to suit their own particular needs are helping us
as much as those that use the articles as a whole.

These varions activities of the Commission do not, by any means,
exhaust the list of opportunities for good work. Insufbiciency of in-
come has prevenied us from giving assistance 1 a number of places
where the canse niceds it badly. Thus in New York the Committee on
Congestion of Population is striving to secure the passage of an act
cutting in half the rate of taxation on buildings. In Seattle there is a
movement afoot to excmpt improvements from taxation and place
that city in a position where it can meet the competition of untaxed
labor in Vancouver. In California there is a movement led by T.
Stitt Wilson, the broad-minded Socialist Mayor of Berkeley, to secure
the Singletax for cities of the State: and now, with the power of the
initiative in the hands of the people, Califorpia will be able to under-
take programs such as are now being pushed in Oregon and Missourt.
The number of such opportunities is constantly increasing. It 1s,
indeed, tantalizing to the Commission to hear of them and to be for{:'cd
to confess inability to grant aid requested. If this meeting can devise
means whereby the funds may be raised to enable the Commission-to
respond prompily to all such calis, it will do much to hasten the com-
plete trinmph of our cause.

Mr. Bolton ifall thought the reference to the New York Com-
mittee on Congestion of Population and to Mayor Stitt Wilson -should
be stricken out. .

Ex-Congressman Robert Baker, of New Vork, moved that
speeches be Himited to five minutes. Adopted.

My, Kiefer reported that the total number of pledges registered to
date was 1881, amounting to $20,191.56. Included in this were 508
delinquents considered good, whose pledges amount to $7,661, and 507
doubtiuls and dropped ones amounting to $6,879.50.

The finaneial report was then read by the treasurer, A. B. duPont,
of Cleveland. {Report in full given on page 30 et seq.)

Mr. Chas. 1. Ingersall, of New Jersey, suggested that Mr. Kliefer
explain the amounts charged against personal names to prevent - a
wrong impression concerning them. Mr. Kiefer explained that the
amount against the name of Bolton Hall was to be used in Rhode
{sland f()'z: which Mr. Hall was fiscal agent. The amount agi}ig}_st
John Z. White's name was for work done in Rhode Island. The
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amourtts against Ermil Schmied and Stanley Bowmar were in conniec-

fion with work done for “The Public.” Billy Radcliffe had been given =

literature, at Tom L. fohunson's suggestion,' for sale and distribution
in Ohio. H. W. Stone had been paid as Treasurer of the
Oregon Committee, The amount paid Henpy George, Jr., covered the
cost of printing 50,000 copies of his speéch, “The Road to Freedom,”

_which has heen mailed from the Fels Fund office.

Mr, Jacob.C. LeBosky moved, and M. Chas. _-'I.n.ge'rsol_l seconded,
that the réport be approved. Carried.

Report of New York Singletaxers Meeting.

Mr. Bolton Hall then read the minutes -of o meeting of New York
City Stngletaxers, which had been held on Now. 18th; for the purpose
of discussing the work of the Commission. This meeting was held in
accordance with the request of the Commission. F. C. Leubuscher
was Chairman and E. M. Murray, Secretary. The discussion was
mainly on the advisability of extending further aid to the Initiative
and Referendum wiovement. Mr. Hall proposed o resolution as

follows : “That in those places where the Initiative and Referendum -

appears in the judgment of the Commission to hove o good chance,
and where it appears that its adoption would facilitate the ymediate
adoption of the Smgletay, it would be wise to support 1.7

In the discussion that followed, Mr. William Rvan stated thal
$3,500 had been speni by the Commuission for Initintive end Refer-
endum work in Ohio, He also read -a letier attributed to “an em-~
ployee of the Fels Fund” i awhich Colifornia Singletovers were
adgised to work for the adeption of the them pending. Twitiakive and
Referendum without confusing the issue by dragging wn discussion
of wmaiters which weve not the guestion tmmediately “before the house”
Mr. Ryan cousidered such advice reprehiensible, and said, “if these. are
the kind of #en to whom we must contribute money—if we dre to
sneal orownd and hide awy wention of the Sigletax, then the cam-
patgr 1s no credit Yo Smgletarers.” '

Mr. Ryaw's views were upheld by Mr. Bastida, Mr. Weyman, Mr.
Darling ond Mr. Wallace. Mr. Bastida offered a substibute motion
for Mz, Hall's, as follows: “As there are o great many States which
already have the Imitistive and Referendum, it is the sense of this
mesting, and we request that #o further money be spent for that move-
went, but that the fund should be spewt exclusively for the Single-
tax” Speaking wn defense of this motion, My. Bastide soid thef af g
recent dinner of the Mankatton Singletax Clib, o census ‘was taken of
those present with the following result: _

s Thirty-one had become Singlétaxers betivesn the years 1850 and
1890, :

Sirteen hod become Singletaxers 'bmj‘we"en the vears 1890 and Fooo.
Fourteen had become Singletaters between the wegrs 1000 ahnd
1910. " * .
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. Hiussey, of Fast Orange, N. T, staied: “I wouls
. Dr. ﬁaazga?anybadyywh{; reads Equfz‘y would find that most of
like 10 3 f’es awhich are supposed to have the Inifiptive and Referen-
Hhose 3 mﬂot really hove it ai all. It is, in wmany cases, surrounded
.dum). ’ ny restrictions as to make i wvalueless. In some cittes, for
by so m‘a gws fifty per cent of the volers is the requirement for
{0{({5 QWP gtiffons. The Oregon lawe seems to be the best we have,
a zgi?ﬁ iener..sa..szﬁ.end__Q:t.;_f_r.?:f:w wy to get a real good law, than to
i
g;%”?O.jf;efiia¢zot getting the Singletar.” - .
@ Vfr. Doubleday, Miss Schetier, Il::[iss Colbron and Miss Hicks spoke
; ‘ztﬁn’ort of the Commission’s policy.
s John S. Crosby said wn part: “We all agree that money should
Mr. for the Singletax, our only difference is how to get i, As
be Jﬁmiﬁzitiati?-g and Referendusn, T believe that we should work for
for 1}‘1}16;@ 5 o think we may get the Singletax through 1.
" Zj}i Benjamin Doblin said ihat he did not agree with il thot the
C ommissiont

had downe, but that was m} rmimn }for crit;cﬁ}in_g t#}rzmé
- iy job i1 the five vears that they have, ang then repor
“Let th;m ig;iléé;?ie.” He dﬁl not belicve in the Iniiative and Kef-
whai 1 Byas a door to the Singletox. He believed the way to work
erendum t half a step and then the whole. The Fels Fund was de:-mo-
was 10 g,g.u b CIf you dow't like it you dow't have io subscribe.”
cratic gﬁ{;tga.mismk.; had been wmade in not supporfing the American
Hg.tk:@‘lig_' I'c’aqtié’- He believed that New York iwas the place jo
Smgl::’miht; ’,f;.ount-ry at large wow't follow Oregon, where it waould
ﬁ.”.m.k" New York. Bul he wrged against acrimonions discussion and
follow N “ii g5 easy enough to warrow it down to ‘one stwon pure
Laaletarer and that's me,” and we are often tempted to do it.” _
Snge peing pit fo o vote Mr. Bastida's substitute motion received
On &g'agai}mt'é for the original motion of Mr. Hall. Cn the
he substitute carvied by a vote of 14 to Tz. By a further

-y wotes
f ’_“’-3- ﬁ;ff:g ‘to- 31t was decided to. send ihe vesolution to the Chicago
mfgcé.ighge’d? cxpressing the wish of New York Singletoxers.

y Aftef feadin;é,; the report of this meeting Mr. Hall said he thought

that it reflected pretty accurately the feeling of Ngw York Single-

iaxel\;i- Baker.disagreed with Mr. Hall. He did not think the meet-

. was a representative one. ‘The most active New York Sit{gle—
m'i;q were willing to support the Initiative and Referendum in a
Ei;l b‘;_lt pot in an emascglated form. . o -
Mr. Joseph Fels said that he had never given any a,dv1f:e.:“, but
{1d not say to what great extent he approved of. everything the
pe o sion had done so far. Everything had been absolutely above
C(?.]m;lsaﬂe had received many letters asking him to give his:advice,
boirl‘u‘e had always said that he had no opinion. He wish_e_d_.h o
l:;; {hat every one of the Fels Fund Commission in other parts of

14

tes that wow have the Imtiative and Referendum w o

the world had worked as satisfactorily and with as little friction. He

was delighted with progress made’and there was not one thing he

]

would wipe out.

Mr. Robert Casnming, of Illinois, said he hoped that there was
no Singletaxer in titre United States who was not in favor of the
Initiative, Referendum and Recall. These movements were receiving

general support from men of -all parties and -the Commission had

made no mistake in giving them what assistarice it could. e thought
the Commission could be trusted to use their judgment in the matter,

Dantel Kiefer then read a letter from Mr. George H. Duncan,
Secretary of the New Hampshire Direct Legislation League, in which
emphasis was laid on the great importance of the Initiative wand
Referendam. ‘

Mr. W. A Douglass, of Toronto, Canada, said that in the dis-
cussion it had been stated that there is no Initiative and Referendum

in Canada, but British Columbia has local option in taxation and,

in consequence, has been able to malke the advance it has.
Mr. John Z. White asked how much had been spent during the

past year on Direct Legislation work,

Myr. Daniel Kiefer answered: “$500 on the Constitutional Con-
vention campaign i1 Ohio; $300 out of 2 total of $39,000.7

Mr. J. R. Hermann, of Colorado, said it was not the money spent
by the Commission so much as the moral force of it that constituted
its veal value. Speaking of the Initiative and Referendum in Colo-
rado, he said that they had it there in a defective form. Instead of
the Oregon pamphlet system arguments for and against, initiative
measures must be published as advertisements in newspapers. This
gave enemies of the measure the opportunity to make its operation
exceedingly expensive and also made it easy to influence and cor-

- rupt the press. They wanted the moral force of the Commission and

of all Singletaxers in their fight for the Otegon pamphlet.
t . :

Mr. Chas. H. Ingersoll moved:

“Whereas, The report.of the meeting of the Singletaxers
in New York has been read and resolutions adopted duly con-
sidered, be it o

“Resolved, That this Conference convey to our New
York {riends the assurance that there having been but $500 of
the Joseph Fels Fund spent upon the Initiative and Refer-
endum or anv other than Singletax wotk during the current
vear, the administration of the fund s entitled to their con-
fidence.” g )

1t




. 11 said that at the last meeting he had 'rpiad'e a })O‘}I‘lt that
. Mr._lnger‘w, 151 had made any mistakes in the past, these mtstakes
! ﬂ:{ iommlsfilgue in the future, and the program had been lived up
woltia not cont

to. 1f this had been taken into account by the New York friends it
o. If this bad be

" a Jot of heartburn.
WOI;/T h?’ﬁ Sag;::fmd that the resolution was too apologetic. He
o DSE A L e R s e B

did n;t Wantpto apologize to any One. . ‘

v. Wells said that ke did not believe that the ;Ce:mw
Mr. George ooy to make to anybody. The Commission
B ake orders, if orders in their opinion were
his motion should not pass. Singletaxers
llow the Commission to go alicad and do

mission had any 2
came to ask advice and to t
needed. e believed that t
should stand together and a
its own splendid work.
Mr. Charles A. Brot
favored the support of th
States and he thought .a gi1511‘7(3(:’1't of
; sitg
mml;d a:;d(jifr;je;re:f I\-iiincsota, moved a substituie motion, but
ro Lo J 7

[P Lafitute D Mr. Post:
accepted the following substitute by

hers, of Saskatchewan, Canada, said 1:11at_ he
e Direct Legislation movement in the Umted
mnistake would be made if Singletaxers
the Initiative and Referendum.

That the report and 1'(%50111‘[}911 f‘ram New

York Sipeletaxers he referred to the Joseph Tels T‘undﬁCom:
‘ork Single “he advice of the Conference that promotion of

Elssioﬁt'fé‘i;taid Referendum is, in our opinion, aa appro-
e Initiativ

priate object for its support.

“Resolved,

My Tnsersoll said that he did not intend to make his motion
T .r&g_ers solution from New York was a courteous one,
ap OI.Ggetl.C' . Th? rtcl e call to the Conference. The Cominission may
and was invited 1(‘zwi‘ent contributory to a schism between New
have been to §01‘?Cm ASinor[etaX“?rS in that it had not made clear what
i?;i;:‘: :23 ;’zs; ::n I])ircz’t Legislation campaigns.__ L
) ht that accepting the resolution submitted by
Mr. Post .t}.loug ar New York friends that their suggestion had
Mr. Hali,. adwslﬂg’ Ot Of_the advice that had passed through the Con-
been recm‘v ed as Pdrly that we agree with the resolution. {t could
ference, did ?Ot uig }our own advice. The Conference believed that
Ee accomp?neda\:ithc Tnitiative and Referendum in places where 1t
e promotion

- tep entirely appropriate in the Singletax move-
seemed wige, was a St€P .

merit.
My, Ingersoll's ™
Connecticut, who gajd t

otion was seconded by Charles S. Prizer, of
hat he believed Mr. Post’s resolution could
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be added to Mr. Ingersoll’s, which would make an excéllent com-
posite resolation to be -submitted to our New Yoik friends.

Mr. Hall moved that Mr, Ingetsoll, Mr. Prizer and Mr. Post be
empowered to frame a resolution that would express the feelings of
the Conference.  Mr, Mills seconded the -motiOn, and it was carried.

Conference then adjourned uniil 8 p. m. o

""" EVENING SESSION, NOVEMBER 24.
After calling the roll Mr. Post read the iollowitig résolution pre-
pared by Mr. Ingersoll, Mr. Prizer and himself:

“Thé report of a meeting of Singletaxers in New York
and the resolution adopted thereat, as submiitted to this Con-
ierence by Belton Hall, having been duly econsidered, be it

*Resolved, That this Conference conveys to our New
York friends .the information that there-las been but $500

" of the Fels Fund-expended directly upon the Initiative and
Referendum, and only smill amounts in any way indirectly
during the curreiit yéar. Also that the administration of the
“fund is, in our judgment, entitled to their confidences And
lie it firther o : ‘

“Resolved, That the said report and resolution from the
New York Singletaxers are hereby respectfilly teferred to
the joseph Fels Fund Commission of Atnerica, with the
adyice of -this Coriferenice that promoiion of the Initiative
and Referendum has been, atid still is, in the opinion of this
Conference, an appropriate ebject for the support of said
Commission at their discretion.” :

Mr. Emil Ritter, of Chicago, moved that the 'Cohference volce

(its approval of the work outlined in the report presented by the Com-

mission for the year. Mr. George A. Schilling of Chicago, seconded.

Mr. Post moved that the Conference go into Committee of the

Whole to enable free discussion. Carried,
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE.

In Committee of the Whole the officers of the Conference were
made officers of the Committee. :

Mr. George (. Oleott, of Chicago, said that the Commission
should have power to do whatever seemed best. He quoted a state-
ment of Tom L. Johnson to the effect that the first thing to be con-
sidsred in framing a constitution 1s how it can be ametided if neces-
sary. His idea was that the course adopted at first should be easily
changed if later events scemed to show this desirable. The only wise

tourse'to Tollow in regard to the Commission was to leave future pro-
gress in its own hands,
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Dr. C. L. Babcock, of Wisconsin, considered the work of the
Commission admirable. The time might soon come when Wisconsin
would offer a good field to work in. The last Legislature had passed
an income tax bill to go into effect on January 1st. It had already
stirred up a good deal of protest on the part of some, and it was at
present before the Supreme Court of the State as to its constitu-

_tionality. Fe hoped the Supreme Court would uphaold it for it made

people stop and talk about the Singletax. The Initiative, Refer-

endum and Recall were also live questions in Wisconsin.  They

would vote on the constitutional amendment involving these measures
next Fall. They already had them municipally. Tt seemed to him that
this would lead to the Singletax and he hoped the Commission would
continue and perhaps increase its support of the Initiative and Refer-
endum. In conclusion, he hoped they would keep their eye on
Wiscounsin.

Mr. A. B. duPont, of Ohio, said that as most of them knew,
he was treasurer of the Fund. He was grateful to see that the Com-
mission’s work in the past had the Conference’s unanimous endorse-
ment, Since all agreed that it was best 1o work in the States where con-
ditions were most favorable, it seemed. to him that the most profit-
able disenssion for the Conference from now on would be how to
raise more funds. They had seen that Mr. Fels was doing more than
his share. They ought to be ashamed of themselves. Dan Kiefer
had been doing all the work of raising money to match Mr. Fels”.
They ought to do something in cach community. it was absurd to
expect Elkhart, Indiana, from where one of the members of the

Commission came, to do as.much as Chicago, and he thought it well

to start out to get money on a per capita basis, say one- ~hali cent per

inhabitant. e felt sure that he could do that in Cleveland. In
1886 he had become converted to the Singletax and he wanted to
see it in operation somewhere while he was alive,

He believed that men like T7Ren on the firing line were doing
more for the Singletax than the Fels Fund. He was too selfish him-
self to go out there to fight on the line, but still he wanted to
see the Singletax. Those who were not doing anything should raise
dollars.

Mr. Charles 8. Prizer agreed with Mr. duPont. The only way
to help the Commission was to devise ways to give it more money.
Tt was amazing that more money had not been collected. The Com-
mission had done excellent work in spending money, but had falien
short in collecting. The raising of money was the real, practical
thing for the Conference to discuss. A year ago in New York he
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had draws up cight different propositions for the getiing of more
money, the most importanit of which was that in every town there
should be a committee charged with the duty of raising funds for the
Commission. In every town they should have a man to canvass for
the money, The present system did not, reach Singletaxers and they
could be reached by proper means. For instance, he had taken one

town and called upon a few Singletaxers. He selected one man io

issue a call for a 111@(,{111'16 present this I)lOpOSitiOIl and get subscrip-
tions. In that iown the result was an increase of 290 per cent in ihe
money suibscribed that year over any previons one—$79 as against
%20, If the Commission took the same steps that a business man
would take, they could raise at least $30,000. Singletaxers have
never had the case put properiy before them,

My, George A. Briggs expressed pleasure at the preceding te-
marks. He was sure the Commiqaion had ‘made a wise move in

calling thl:: Conftrence and was sure also that as a result of it ways

and means would he devised to vz astly increase collections for the fund.

Mr. Thomas Wallace Swanm said that in Chicago they had “The
Public” to thank for keeping alive the %1no'letax spirit. Raising
money was noi so difficult a problem as some imagined. He had
himsell succeeded a few days before in raising some money for a big
meeting amongst his own peopk who had, without hesitation, put
up the necessary amount,

Mr. George Tideman, of Chicago, said he had traveled con-
siderably in Missouri and he felt that the one great need there was
speakers. Many people did fiot read and these could not be reached

- with fiterature, ¥ they did not know what the proposition meant they

would vote against it and for this reason he was convinced that more

speakers®shiould be seiit to Missousi.

My, C. 1. Buell ‘dés::r'i'bejd :pi-,ogréss aof the movement in Minne-
sota. A tax commissionet Had been appointed to study the question
in the Canadian Northwest and there Was a great deal of Singletax
sentiment in the State,

Mr. A. P. Canning, of Chicago, said that he did not feel the im-
pulse to give as much as he cught and the explanation was, as Mr.
Prizer had said, that he had not been propetly solicited. There
should be sub-committees. As an executive of the committee a per-
son could collect more than as an individual. He believed there would

. coite a time when they would have to ask Fels to stop contributing.

He himself conld give a hundred times as much as he had done. He
only gave a little to keep his name on the book. They must get more
money hefore they spend it. If was never more needed.
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My, R. E. Blakemore, of North Dak_otaﬁldes“cr'ihed the situation
in his State. They had four Initiative and Referendum bills befora
the voters. Three of them were backed by the Interests. The fourth
had been described by Mr. Judson King as the hest of its kind, He
believed Oregon and Missouri should be supported be‘fore anything
else, but he did not want North Dakota lost sight ol.

Mr. A. B. duPont suggesied getting back.io th{_ subject of rais-._ ...

ing money.

Mr. W. A. Douglass, of Canada, said he was surprised that the
Commission had no collecting agent. In one church to which he
belonged they collected in one year more than the amount that had
been collected from all the Singletaxers in the United States. ’

The Chairman asked those opposed to the Commission’s program

to let themselves be heard from.

The motion on which the Conference had gone into -Committee .

of the Whole was then put.and carried.
When the Committee rose, Mr. Post moved the adoption of the

resolution.  Carried.
Mr. George A. Schilling moved that the Conmission appomt an

auxiliary committee for raising funds.

Mir. Kiefer said that the Commission had had golicitors out and

had sent out a number of circular letters. The trouble was thit so
many interested in the canse did not subscribe. Right in this room
there were pecple not on the contributors’ list.

Mr. Jacob LeBosky cxplained the method of the Chicago Jewish

Charities in collecting funds. These charities secured subscriptions’

for a certain amount. Tor a certain number of years and the name of
each suhscriber was published in a small book.

"Mr. W. W. Mills thought the best way would be to get a pledge
card printed promising twenty-five cents a month. This did not sound
like much, but it was three dollars a vear. Church orgattizations
worked similar schemes successfully.

Mr. Post said he was not amazed, as Mr. Kiefer had been, that
there were only 1,800 people on the lists and only $32,000 collected
in two vears to offset Mr. Fels” $65,000 He considered the number
of persons was great and that under the circumstances the amount
was phenomenal. There never before had been collected .in the
United States so large an amount for the Smcrletax e ventired to
say that in Great Britain less had been done to match Mr. Fels’
money. DBesides, in Great Britain they had the spectacular effect of
a great election. They had been raising money to spend on them-
selves, not to send away to fight campaigns over the Rockies, as
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had been done here. When the fund was started the membeis of the |,
Commission were practically. unkaown. Mr. Briggs was known in
Chicago, that was all. Mr. Ralston was almost forgotten. Few
were acquainted with Mr, Kiefer. My, Fels had put his money into
the hands of the five best men that could be picked in the United
States, but from the start they had beet up against the difficulty of
making their worl and purpose widely and clearly understood.
" Mr. Post then moved as an' amendment to Mr. Schilling’s motion
that the Conferénce select an auxiliary committee and instruct it to
report to the Comimission during the year and ‘to the next Confer-
ence for discharge.

Mr. Schilling accepted the amendment as part of his motion.

Mr. H. H. Rardinge, of Chicago, said that whil¢ the public knew
of the existence of a Fels Fund, that was all. It should be kept in
touch with all that was proposed to be done.

Mr. J. B, Ellery, of Chicago, said local money raising organiza-

tions should be under State comtrol and State orgam?ations under

na’menal control,

Mr. Emil Ritter, of Chicago, referring to Mr. LeBosky's sugges-
tion, said that it pays to advertise.one’s contribitions to charity, but
it did not pay to advertise contributions to radical work. A lafge
number would contribute il positive assurance could he given that
their names would be kept secret.

Mr. William C. Wualff; of Chicago, said Singletaxers make a
mistake in trying to impress others with thie notion that they aré the
most intelligent peaple on earth. Singletax'is not complex, every-
thing elsé is, and if this were emphasized we would induce more to
study our sub]ect

The Conference adjourned until Saturday, 11 a. .

N
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MORNING SESSION, NOVEMBER 25.

The meeting was called to order. Daniel Kiefer suggested that
time be devoted to hearing from those who had something of
especial importance to tell—W. 5 1IRen and Dr. Wm. P. Hill

Dy, Wen. P. Hill spoke on the situation ih Missouri, The pur-
pose of the Fels Fund was to establish the Singletax somewhere

“ywithin the United States within five yesrs. I Missouri tHey were on

the firing line and were trying to bring that purpose into effect within
a year. They had the question directly before the voters, They had
worked for this for 18 years. It tock 15 vears to secure the Initiative
and Referendum against great odds, and their only purpose in
securing the Initiative and Referendum was that they kaew it fo be
the first step toward the Singletax. Without it the Singletax was
impossible of attainment. An amendment to the Constitution had
been prepared and would be submitted to the voters in 1212, It
had been most carefuily drawn, after months of study and consultas
tion with the brightest minds and leading lawyers of the State and
nation. More than fifty people had collaborated in its preparation
and more than 100 changes had been made since the first draft had
been prepared. Their experience in Missouri had demonstrated the
absurdity of claime of opponents of the Initiative and Referendum
that these petitions would be loosely and carelessly drawn.  All amend-
ments presented under the Initiative had been drawn after months
of study and averaged much higher than any act of the Legistature.
The reason is that it involves great expense to get up one of these
initiative petitions and the parties willing to incur this expense are
“maturatly-interested o seeing that they are without defects and will
stand the test of the courts, That had been the case with them and
they believed they had an amendment that would stand any test In
the future. They had the leaders of business, of banking and manu-
facturing back of their measure. They had behind their movement a
more powerful organization than had ever been behind any move-
ment in Missourl with the possible exception of the Prohibition
gnovement,

“Now, what are the chances of carrying this amendment. at the
election? We have the leaders of inc}ustry behind us, the endorse-
ment of organized labor, all the leaders of the farmers’ organization,
the American Society of Equity, the State Grange, the State Teach-
ers, the Merchants’ Exchange, and the endorsement of more than
fifty other organizations.”

Continuing, Dr. HiH said af the State merﬂtv had adver-
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tised for subjects for debate. They submitted their amendment, but

it was returned by the facolty who sald there was no negative to it

There are about 700,000 voters I Missouri.  About 60 or 0
per cent of these usnally yote on constitutional atnendments. Only
a majority of those voting on amendments are required o carry i.
There are 150,000 voters in Missouri whose interest in taxation is
merely in the fact that they pay a poll tax, Their measure abolished

‘the poll tax and they counted on gettmg this vote. There are

125,000 voters who pay a personal property tax and nothing more.
They ought to get this yote: Fifty thousand voters pay merchants’
licenses and these will bé active supporters. They' will not only vote,
but give money. In addition, they have the ranks of organized labor
and small property owners whose improvements exceed in value the
value of the land they hold, These people would save directly n
dollars and cents. 5o their votes can legitimately be counted on.

The only danger is that the voters might not understand what
they will be doing in casting their vote. To meet this contingency
they are making a special campaign: They are having a list made of
all the voters of Missouri, After each man’s name tliey ave noting
whether he pays a poll tax, a personal property tax, or a merchants’
and manufacturers’ license,

In conclusion, the Doctor said, “We have all been working to
see the Singletax esiablished in one State of the Union on Novem-
ber 14, 1913, and are proud to think that Missouri will be the first
State to hold aloft the inextinguishable torch of Justice lighted by
Henry George that is O‘uiding the {footsteps of mankind toward 2
higher and nobler destiny.” .

Mr., W. S WU’Ren,; after paying a tribute to the work done in
Missouri, sard that if they in Oregon lost the case then before the
courts, they would offier a State-wide amendment for the Singletax.
There were about six counties which they had every confidence of
carrying at the next elections, with the chance of carrying several
more. Ui they carried only one county, they figured that others
would be forced to come in. They had made in Clackamas Connty
a Singletax assessment, and he quoted the fc}llowm-:r figures tg show
the result of their investigation :

' Total valuation of all property for 1910. .. .$24,234 017
Total valuation of land values, franchises _and

mghts-of-way ........... ... .o e 15,859,685

Total exemption of labor values........... 74,339
Of the assessed values that would be exempt
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wmder the bifl pmposed for Ciackamas
County—iarms, -personal property and

"

improvements—amount $0..... ... .. .. 6,006,945

Personal property and improvements in \
towns and €lities ....v.ivennrin, ... 2,407,580
Net exemption of public' service "eorpora- .
tion property, as conipared with 1910 157,807
$8,574,33%

In Clackamas County, in sine villages and incorporated towns,
there were 1,799 improved lots, assessed for $799,515 and the im-
provements assessed for $77%,630.

In the same towns and villages there were 8,155 unimproved lots,
assessed for $746,745, and more than four-fifths-of the lots are un-
improved, and they are assessed at less than the one-fifth that is
improved, and at barely one-third of the tet’d value of the lots and
improvementis.

In addition to the town and village lots, there are a number of lots
platted but not included in the above, chiefly because they are subur-
han acreage. The lots ranging from one to ten acres, though they
are classed in the assessment summary with town and city lots.

The rate {or State and conaty purposes was 15 mills in 1910,
Under the proposed Singletax bill it would have been 23322 mills.
The rate in Oregon City, a town of aboat 5,000, was 0085 mills, and
under the proposed Singletax bill it would have been (2441 mills for
city purposes.

The abolition &f Hquor licenses increases the rate m Qregon City

nearly 100 per cent.

Fewer than 4,000 speculaters own more than 265,000 acves of the.

620,000 owned in Clackamas County, and six of these own moré
than 150,000 acres. Ulader the general property tax the Q. & C
Ry. paid state and county taxes of about $16,600 on 89,370 acres, and
would pay an increase of more than §9,000 under the proposed Single-
tax Will.  About the same proportion applies to all the speculators.

heir tax would be. increased about one-half or more. Farmers,
home owners and business men would really all obtain a reduction,
in some cases even as much as one-half,

In reply to a question as to the point raised in the case before the
Court, Mr.: U'Ren said it was not a question of the constitutionality
of their local option amendment, but a questlon of the lack of electoral
machinery in carrying it out.
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In reply to another _qifies-tioﬁ, Mr., U'Ren said that in the Oregon
cathpaign they did not-confine themselves to the fiscal side of the

singletax. In all their talks they took up the moral side first.

They realized that they had first to convince that it was right. At
the same time they did not say they were voting on the Henry
George Singletax. “They did :not. care to talk about the Henry
Gearge Singletax-—that was not the question before the house.

They were uct voting on the giiestion as to wheéther the land be-

longed to all the people, but as to whether improvements Were to be
exempt, They were depending more on what the Singletax wonild
do when it wa$ in operation than what they said it would de.
Referfing to the Inifiative and Referendum, he $aid . that the
Singietaﬁ. would never have been thought of in Oregon unless they
fiad had the Initiative and Referendum, adding, “You can not do

anything in the United States in any Legistature T know of with a
- 'measure that totdches the pocket books—until you get the Initiative

and Referendum.”

A letter was received from Mr. J. H. Ralston, of Washington,
D. €, a member of the Commission, reorettmg his inability to
attend.

Mr. John Z. White presented the foliowing resglution:

“When Direct Legislation and other forms of popular
governmert were attacked by monopoty interests in Oregon,.
the Fels I'und Commission devoted considerable sums to the 4

- supporf of the popular catise.

“At the samé time the ¢ffort to secure further popular
power in the form of county control of tax Iaws in Oregon
received support from the Commission.

“The sttuggle to secire Direct Legislation in New
Mexico, #Arizona and Colorado recewed very moderate as-
sistance from the Comimission.

“Iiring the vear just closed Direct Legzslatlon kas re-
celved 6 lldl"lClaI aid from the Comm1ss1on in the sum of $500
onlv in Ohio.

~ “The Commission has spent and I is spending considerahle
sums in Oregon in preparation for and in prosecution of the
t4x battle of 1912, The same activity on a lower financial
scale is taking pldce i Missouri.

“The Commission has aided the work of Direct Legisla-
tion because it opens the way to all ather réforms—Iland value
taxation amorg them, further, without referemce to other
matters, because Direct Legislation accords with common
honesty in polities.

“In the judgment of the Commission deﬁmte pohtlcal fe-
sults, besides beirig of concrete advantage, are moré highly
educational than are boeks,. pamphletq lectires, ete. In fact,

N 21




such results are the objects of purely educztional efforts.
The Commission, therefore, gives ifs first efiorts to the at-
taimment of poIztmal resulis, but does not ignore efforts of a
wholly educational character.

“Understanding the above to be an outline of the activity
and purpose of the Fels F'und Cominission, we hereby give to
that Commission our ungualified uldorsemcnt ”

Motion to-adopt these resolutions was-seconded by Warren Worth
Bailey, of Pennsylvania, and carried. The Secretary was instructed
to prepare the resolutions that those who wished to do so might
sign them.

Mr. 5. A. Stockwell, of Minnesota, spoke, endorsing the work
of the Commission, and said that getting a subseription to “The Pub-
lic” helped the Singletax canse more than the handing cut of tracts.

Mr. Robert L. Scott, of Winnipeg, gave a sketch of the Grain
Growers” Guide and the Farm and Ranch Review of Calgary. He
also reported that Lethbridge, Alberta, was the latest Canadian city
to exempt improvements from taxation. A majority of the city coun-
cil was pledged in favor of such exemption.

Adjourned unit! 2 p. m,

AFTERNOON SESSION, NOVEMBER 25.

The Chairman announced the appointment of the Auxiliary Com-
nittee as follows: Charles S. Prizer of Connecticut ; George A. Schill-
ing of Illinois; James B. Ellery of Illinojs; Robert E. Biakemore of
North Dakota; Charles R. ckert of Pennsylvania; E. . Deyine of

'Pcnnsylvann Chas. H. Ingersoll of New Jersey; H. W. Mcfarfane: _

“of Ilifois] dnd S, AL Stockwell of Minnesota.

Mir., Herbert Quick, of hio, author of “The Broken FLance”
spoke in favor of an amendment to the Federal Constitution, whichk he
cailed “The Gateway Amendment.”” He said that he hoped to lay
before the Conference a work which must be done before any
democratic work can be accomplished in this country. This was to
amend the Constitution so that it would yield to popular will. The
progressive movement in this country today is a big thing. Un-
forrunately, it is divided into two parts—the Democrats and the Pro-
gressive Republicans. These two bodies, when it came to a practical
program, have, curiously enough, nothing to say worth while bevond
the mere matter of State legislation. They worked for many State
reforms, but what was in the national program of either embodying the
principles around which they had so splendidly railied in the domain
of State politics? When it came to economic reform the progressives

)

in neither party cosid agree.  Some are protectionists, some tariff
reformers.  As honest mien, they can not sgree on an econermic
policy .on a nationdl scale. They can agree on only one thing-the
resioration of power to the people. Now there is no program of
carrying people’s power into the national (zovernment. What have
we in the national Government? A Supreme Court and a Senate,
elected in an oligarchical marner. How is this  situation to be
changed? ‘Amendiments to the Cotigtitistion difer getting two-thirds
vote in hoth hotses of Congress, after running the gauntlet of public
opinion, must run the gauntlet of ratification by three-fourths of the
States. We have reached a point of practical unamendability of the
Constitution.  Turkey has Dbeen called “the Sick Man of Furope”
He wanted to nominate Uncle Sam as “The Ossified Man of the
World.”

The thing to do is to fight for an amendment which, if won, wins
not only for itself but for all future amendments as well. That is
the strategic poini. The fight for the “Gateway Amendment” is the
most important thing to engage our attention today. It is important
to get the thing started o make reform easier for all time, ’

A written constitution holds people back. Tt prevents their doing

cither a good thing or bad thing. e stood for the right of the
people to make their own mistakes. A popular law should be enacted
over the heads of senates, congresses and constitutions. “The Gate-
way amendment” would cut the Gordian knot of constitutional diffi-
culties and make this country a true democracy at last.

Mr. Charles 5. Prizer moved the adoption of the following reso-
lution: :

“Whereas, The cause of. industrial and political liberty has lost
one of its stfunchest champions and ablest Teaders in the death of
Mr. Tom L. Johnson, whose activities for nearly thirty years were in-
spired and governed by the fundamental principles of human free-
dom, set forth by Henry George. Therefore, be it

“Resolved, That this conference records its profound regard and
admiration for the man; its grateful appreciation of his unswerving
fidelity to those principles, and of his heroic services and the magni-
tude of the work he performed to establish them.”

The reselution was put to a rising vote and unanimously carriad.

Mr. Louis F. Post spoke of Ella Buchanan's statuette on the
Chairman’s table, “Votes for Women” as “ “Womanhood’s Clarion
Call to Womern.” Tie said it represented the spmt of democracy n
the woman suffrage movement,
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Mr. Bolton Hall %pok@ in commendation of Mrs, M. L. ]ohusowz 8
Organic School at Fairhope. .

Mr. Joseph Fels endoised My, Hall's remarks e alse described 2
Singletax meeting he had held on board of the “Mauretania” during

his Iatest voyage from London to New VYork. The meeting was -

attended by Chas. M. Schwab, Richard Croker, and others “more or

iess covered by bank notes.” The subject of his address was “What

Can a Rich Mai- Do

Once during the voyage, he had embarrassed Mr. Croker by ask-
ing him why he had been one of the crowd that killed Henry George.
Croker answered, after some hesitation, “Tf we hadn’t killed him,
he would have killed us.” Mr. Croker then went on to say that if
he had not been bound by political iies he would have supported Mr.
George.

A letter from Mrs. M. L. Johnson, of the Fairhope Organic
School was then read.

Mr. Fay Lewis appealed for funds to help carrv on this school.

Fels seconded Mr. Lewis’ appeal and called for ten-doilar
subsecriptions; $182 was raised within a short time.

Mr. Kiefer read a letter from Congressman Henry George, Jr.,
regarding the printing and circulating of one million copies of “Pro-
tection or Free Trade.” In this letter the suggestion was made that
the edition could be printed if thirty people would contribute $50 each.

Mr. Fels said he knew a man in Philadelphia who would give
$500. Mr. Kiefer said that Mr, Fels meant himself thercby. Further
subscriptions were, then called for and in a short time $1,700 had
be‘en either paid in or pledged.

. A, B, duPont again brought up the matter of collecting
funds for the work of the Commission. Te would guarantee to
raise one-half cent per capita of population in his home city of Cleve-
land (which would be $2,500), and he would like to see Chicago, for
instance, do the same.

Mr. George A. Schilling accepted ihe challenge in behalf of
Chicago.

Mpr. Daniel Kiefer spoke of the many calls for assistance that the
Comrmission received. In the last mail one bad come from San Fran-
cisco, and this sort of thing was going on all the time.

Mr. Fels said that the work of the Commission would get along
better if no personal name were attached, and moved that his name be
eliminated. He did not expect to buy fame so cheaply, be remarked.

The Chair ruled Mr. Fels out of order.

Mr. J. B. Perkins, of Springfield, Illinois, suggested that a fund
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be raised Lo circulate Progre:;; ‘aid Poverty,” provided it b{’ ot mnto

the Coangressional Record, as had been dohe with “Protection or Free
Trade.” He could promise $50 from Sprmgﬁeld towards expense oE
printing and distribution, Co

Mr. Post showed that Mr, Perkins’ _suggestion was impracticable.
Tom I.. Johnson had needed the help of five other members to get

_“Protection or Free Trade” in the Record, and if the oppasition had

been aware of what was being done, ohjection would have been raised
and the plan blocked. They ¢ould not be cauglhit napping in that way
again. It would require many more members to get “Progress and
Foverty” in :

The matter was therelipon dropped. :

Myr. Frank Parker Steckbridze told how W, S U'Ren had
convinced Governor Woodrow Wilson, of New ]ersey, of the expedi-
ency of the Initiative and Referendurm.

Mr. W. A. Douglass read an excellent poem of his own, satirizing
the argument of “loyal” Canadian opponents of reciproeity.

Conference then adjourned sine die. :

9.
[




SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 7:00 P. M.

Kimball's Restaurant, Monroe and LaSalle Streets.

At the close of the supper Mr. Louis F. Post, Chairman of the
Banquet Committee, called the meeting to order. He said that on account
of some misleading statements in the press, he felt it necessary io ex-
;plain why the banquet was not being held at LaSalle Hotel as planned.
“The managemtent of the Hotel Had served fiotice that negroes would not
be admitted as guests to the banquet hall, and suggested that the com-
mittee withdraw invitations to colored co-workers. This the com-
mittee refused to do, and as the hotel management would not recede
from the stand taken, it was necessary to hold the banguet clsewhere.

Mr. Post then announced that William Marion Reedy, editor of the
St. Louis “Mirror,” had been selected as toastmaster, but Mr. Reedy
had requested him to introduce the first speaker. In doing this he said

“I am carried back in memory to my first vear in Chicago,
and to-one of the most agreeable incidents of my life.

“I had been at a mass meeting in the old Music Hall, where
the Field store now stands. Upon coming out, T was intro-
duced to a lady of eighty years, whose commanding person-
ality and democratic opinions drew me closely to her. Ever
since that time, while both of us have heen getting on toward
eighty, T in one direction and she in the other, { have been
favored with her confidence and have cherished her friendship.
If we had had woman suffrage fifty years ago, and better
electoral methods, she would have been a leading Senator of
the United States. So at least T have often thought when 1
have been with her.

“This woman, and she is with us here tonight, is of the

~blood.of old New England, democratic New England: In her
early Tife she went to Kentucky, democratic Kentucky, the
State from which we have got such other {undamental demo-
crats as Tom L. Johnson, and Judge Tuley, and Raymond
Robins. She was a democrat then, even as she is a democrat
now. And she was then as now one of those democrats in
principle who can recognize democracy in the concrete, no
matter what kind of overcoat it may wear at the moment.

“In that democratic State of Kentucky which was never-
theless a slave state in her vounger days, this woman’s dem-
ocracy made her an Abolitionist. This was before the Civil
War, in the midst of slavery, and in the heat of the struggle

" over slavery. She became a woman suffragist, alsc because
she was a democrat, when she knew of no others in Kentucky;
and she is a woman suffragist yet—not because she is a
womast, but hecause she is a democrat. When she was a
Republican, she was a democratic Republican: as a Demo-
crat she is a democratic Democrat. She was always a Free
Trader, and that, too because she believed in democracy.
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her 3 Greenbacker, then a Populist, and a¢ "~ period
a Bryan Democrat. This is the reason also that she ‘co es
among us as " Singletaxer, Beneath th ;
to some may seem like a new tax reform
- of the Singletax tpor the social questig
... Inherent democracy. - Ny wortider; then,

. Fels Fund Comimission, - g ' ) AR R
" "The woman of whotn I have been speaking sitg atmy. 0o
right. - She has just entered upon her ninety-fifth year, Al
though age has dulled her hearing, her spiritual vision is uyn-
dimivied, ~A§ the member of thig Conference invited to o=

to tell you, .adies and gentlemen: Let s Iisten to Siisan
Look Avery s - - . ‘ :
Mrs. Avery said. .
- Slam mcidentally asked to define moiiey, A ptize was.
LU L once offered for the best definition of money. It was awarded:
0t Mg Henry E, Baggs of Sheffield, Fugland, wha gaid
' “‘Money is the universal provider of everything but hap-

E} .

. “While this is strictly and literally true, it is neithet 2
definttion nor 3 description, Money is anything on which a -
Government Places its stamp atid makes full legal tender for

ST T wash o Cxpress my hedrty approval of the attitude this
" organization has taken on the color line, We ean never be
prosperous and blessed as a nation until we ate just to the
colored mian. _ _ '

“We haye many problesits of de

epest Hiterest to be solved, -

to ‘which we cannot toq 8001 OF {00 earnestly address our-
selves, Not only the Singletax on land valutes, hut woinan
suffrage, free trade the world over, and T am' very desirous .

. that honest commerce shall perform the Christian mission< . R
ary work of the world, Ap Presest “we are at vast expense. .
-of life and treasure sending missiongries to people who are™ " o
better thasn we—and who weuld be justified in sending mig- R
sionaries to s, For example, the Filipinos and the Chinese, " - TR
who live up to theip idea of the precepts of the Golden Rufe” - o
and the Sermon on' the Mount hetter ‘than we da. o S

T am a lover of aphorisms. The-onerthat_ oftenest apes

- Peals to me is: Tt ig pag for the ignorant and the vicious do oo

- do I, but it is worse for the educated and 'the_h'onejst_tql_do L

- nothing.” " Another - “The strotigest force i human affairs’ is




i

inertia” And Voltaire was qulte right when he said: ‘It is
more difficolt and more . merltorlous to.win, men £rom. then,‘
prejudices thain to civilize batbarians” ” .

Mr, William Marion Reedy, editor of the S%, Lowis Mirror, was
then mtroduced as Toastmaster by Mr, Post. He set out to have fun

. with everything and everybody and apparently succeeded. His method
of introducing the speakers was informal and somewhat ironjcal. Tt

© presiding officer got very often a5 good as “he gave. The victims of
. hig introductory remarks were . mostly -as’ good  humoredly caustic as
himself and this gave to the proceedmgs somethmg of the touch—and—go
quality of informal banter, as'an adjunct of the more serious matter
of the speeches. Mr. Reedy was very colloquial in his talk, and some-
times shockingly near irrevereiice, but his point of view was interesting
particularly because it was not academic or cloistered, His stories
... had a flavor of wide experience 6f the world and a certain dash of
- cynidism, but they were relieved by patches of seriousness which also

.' for th _cx1sténce of the toastmaster as a social institution. Mr. Reedy
- accomplished his purpose of “brmgmg out’” others rather than ex-

e ploltmg hlmse}f and on that score particularly he was voted a great -
hen 't'.'_WItty hlmself He was the catise of 'wit and. wisdom

by all: W, .S, U’l\en of- Oregon

: ] I; of :South Dakota; Governor R. S.
'Ve's'sey, of South Dakota “Mrs: Raymond Robins, of Chicago; Dr.
Mary - Hussey,’ of “New: Jersey, Mrs, Alice . Thzu:her TPost, managing
editor of “The’ Pubhc ;72 Dr. Leonora: Beck,: of Chicago ; Robert L.
Scott, of Manitoba, and ALP, Cannmg, af Chicago.
Bolton Hall requcsted that a census be taken to ascertain at what
o p(.I‘IO(l those present had: becomc Singletaxers Those who had be-
- come Singletaxers prior to 1890 were. requested to rise. Tlie count
+ showed that there were 52, Next those who had been converted he-
tween 1890 and 1900 were called upon to rise. There were 60 of themi.
-Lastly a count was taken of the converts made since 1900. There were
81. This showing of an increasing rate of growth was received with
" cheers and applause.
Ad]our_ne_d at 11:30 p. M.

«w- consisted .in- remarks-- which- thightbe - designiatedas *roasts™ exidept
that in the manner there was something that indicated the matter to be .-
~but friendly exaggeratlon “The toastrmiaster’ prodded éveryone he called
~1ipon into saying something in the naiture: of a-“come back "and so the

'mlnlon

- helped to give the spcakers the key for their own remarks. . The -
result was a siiccession of brilliant’ responses and a contintted stirring
_of the audience to applause’and laughter, which is the niain reason. . ..

Joseph Fels, ‘of the United = States

-SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 2 .P. M—*HPUBLIC MEE‘TING
AT WILLARD HALL o

Mr. W. H. Holly, Chgirman. .
Mr. A. B. Farmer, of Toronto, Canada, was the first, speaker
He described the progress of the miovement throughout the Do-.

1

Mr. Robert L. Scott, of Wintipeg, spoke particularly.-of condi-
tions in that city, and declared that the Iand value tax for local pur-
poses is about to be adopted there. ; : :

Mr. Samuel Danziger, of Philad¢lphia, cailed attention to “My -
Story,” thie newly issued posthumotis work 6f Tom L. ]ohnson and
urged all present to helpin pushing its sale. :

Mr. W. S.. U'Ren, of Oregon, spoke on the fiscal side of the Smgle« .
tax, and briefly reviewed progress in Oregon. He expressed utmost
confidence in the early tritimph of the niovement ifi that State.

Mr. John Z. White, of Chicago, spoke on the Imtmtwe and .
Referendum, showing the great 1mportance of these rieastres.

Adjourned

SUNDAY NOVEMBER- 26, 8 P. M~—~PUBLIC MEETING

. AT WILLARD HALL.

The meetiiig was largely devoted to a discussion of the moral s1de:_-
of the Singletax. Speakers were Mrs, Raymond Robins, Mr Ioseph
Fels and Mr. W, A, Dotiglags. ;

A paper written by Frederick C. Howe, of New York a i)
of the Comm}ssmn was read by Louis F. Post. i

Robert C ummmg, of Peotia, read 4 original poem entlt
Parliament of Man.” S

The meeting then closed.

Ceoag
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When i:he Confel ence a%sembled on the 24th
b}r Danlei Kiefer as chairman of the Joseph '
and" upon motion of ex~Congressman- Rober
W. H. Holly of Chicago was elected permanent cha
Bowmar and Luther S. Dickey were then elected secret:
motioni of C. M. Koedt, Josepli Fels was elected honot
Among those present at the various meetings were. the' foll

Arizona

MRS Geo. B. MARSH

‘California
James P. CADMAN

) Colorado
T. B HerrMany
_ Cloxmecticnt
CuARLES S. Pl_uzmt
... Ilinois
Crias. R. Avamr
H. G. Apar
TrEo. J. AMBERG

Mg, VANcE J. ANDERSON
Mrs. VANCE J. ANDERSON

. Me. R. Q. BarLEr
Mzs. R. O. BarLer
. H. A, BATCHELOR |
~'Dr. LEoNorRA BECK *

Mrs, M. F. BingEAM

-:':S'r'A'NLEY Bowmar
RS, STANLEY BOWMAR.
Nus Branson

Di. AMa E. BravcHEr

5. B, BRENNAN .
Itm(;' ‘E: Ox Browx
V i (. Brow

RANK'BRO‘NN

Mzs; Myson M. BrAck AN

Mrs, Avery COONLEY
C. L. Cralg

‘Miss Gussie CULLMAN ~r

Oirto CULLMAN

RoeerT CUMMING

M. E. Dageerr

V. Y. DatLman

Rev, Jusse 5. DANCEY
A. 1. DawierLg

W. C, DanIgLLs
SamUuEL DAUCHEY
Mary Davip

Rev. Avucust DELLGREN
Mers. AveusT DECLGREN
Jxo. L. DeEnmIs

Mr. L. 5. DIcKEY
M=rs., L. S. Dicxsy -

_J. B, DresSENDORFER

Mr. Cmas. R, EAMES
Mrs: Cmas. R Eames
Mrs, N: V. ECKERT

Mr. josiag Ebsow

Mrs. Josiam Enson
Erwarr W. FELpripee -
Micaairn ELpRIDGE
Dz BrancHE M. ELFRINE
Dr, Warter E. ELrriNg
Jamgs B. Eriery

- Mis. ConsTance ENGSTROM

Miss Friza ENGSTROM
JosgpH Farwpis
Mzs. Juria Fox ¥

_ Epwarp GATES

Dr. Rosexr E. GRAVES
Muns. Roeert E. GrAVES
H. A. H. GreENg
RicEArRp GREENER

‘Mr: WALTER B: GRIFFIN
Mrs. Warter B. GRIFFIN

M J. M. Grinewsr
Mes. T. M. GRIawe:
M. C. B HALI-: B

IQ MRé C L MOULT(}N o

Mgs, T. A KEI.LOGG
Mrs, J. A. Kerry
B. KeNprIick :
KaTHrRINg KENNaKD:
Lesiey L. KEnwNgpy:
Saran A, Kmgiey
M Leo B Kriiver .
Murs, Leo R. KLINGE;
C. M. XoepT :
Me. Max M. KORSI—IAK
Mrs. Max M. KorsEAR -
Mges. T. J. LEacH "
Jacos C. LeBosky: -

GEO T Lee -

Fay Lewrs

Mrs. HErmanN LIEB
Myer LINKER -
M. G. Loy
Lypia T. LoEscH
Dr, CHas. L. Locan -
Cravron B. Loomis.
Pror. H. B. Loomrs -
Mgs. H. B. Loouis:

Dr. M. LYCHENMEIM
‘Mrs. AcNes T, LYyCHENHEIM
Miss. Marzon Ly CHENH'I':I .
H W, MACI‘ARLANE

.JAY D MILER.
WILEY WM

i
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