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Summary of Work Done

by,

7 he.Joseph Fels Fund Commission

1. At the general election on November 3, 1910, the voters of
Oregon approved the following comstitutional amendment for County
Home Rule in Taxation:

ARTICLE IX.

Section 1a. No poll or head tax shail be levied or col-
lected in Oregon; no bill regulating taxation or exemption
throughout the State shall become a law until approved by
the people of the State at a regular general election; none
of the restrictions of the (hl!stitllil(m shall apply to measures
approved by the people declaring what shall be subject to tax-
ation or exemption cmrl how it shall be taxed or exempied
whether proposed by the Jegislative assembly or by tmtiative
petition ; but tlie pmpit of lh( several connties are herely em-
powered and authorized to regulate taxation and exemptions
within their several counties, ‘all])JUt to any general law wwhich
may be hercafter enacted.

The amendment was placed on the ballot by initiative petition under
the political power- given by the Initiative and Relerendim, without
which power it is practically impossible to get a vote on any proposal
for Land Value Taxation in the States where the system of taxation
can not be changed without a constitutional amendment. The amend-
ment approved in Oregon permits - County Home Rule in Taxation,
and now the campaign is on to have some of the Oregon counties
adopt the Land Value Tax system at the clection in 1912 or betore
that time.  The tax campaign in Oregon up to December 1, 1819,
cost $16.775, which was paid out of the Joscph lels Fund.

2. In the campaign of 1918, the Commission assisted the work
1 Missouri at a cost of $300, and will now assist in the coming two-
vear campaign for a tax amendment in that State under the direction
of Dre. W T of St Lowis, A progressive tax winendment will
Lie on the Missouri ballot n 1912
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3. The Commission has placed John Z. White in Rhede Island (o
Lelp in the campaiga for Land Value Taxation in that State, where no
constitntional amendment s needed.  The cost of 111{‘ Rhode Fsland
campaign to Decermber 1, 1910, was $1.514.83

1. The (_?unmlis:si('m sent John 7. White to New Mexico to assist
ing to a constitutional convention delegates that would place
the Tnitiative and Referendum in the first constitution oi that State;
the effort was unsuccessiul,

in ele

5. The Commission sent John Z. White to Arizona {or the same
purpuse for which he was sent to New Mexico, with a successiul
result, ’

. To the Colorado campaign for the Initiative and Referendum
the Commission contribited $100, in additicn to the expense of send-
ing John Z. White to that State. The loitiative and Referendum
amendment was adepted i Colorado by 60,000 majority.  The Com-
mission contribated $1,590.2% in ali to the Arizona, Colorado and New
Mexico campaigns.

T The Commission contributed $252.32 to the Initiative and
Referendam campaign in Arkansas in which the voters approvcel of
the proposed amendment.  The Arkansas campaign was di"uctc‘f]
Genrge Judson King, who was sent to that State by Dr. C. F. Taylor.
of Philadelphia.

8. [n September the Commission received a call from Minnesota
for a speaker to assist in a campaign for the Initiative and Refer-
endum-—to clect to the Legislature men ‘.110 advocate direct legis
lation. At an expense of $368.30 Me, T 10, Contter. of Portland, Ore,
was sent. The reports from Minnesnm are that the new lt-:;:l_\:lau_rm
are favorable to the submission of an Initiative and Referendum
amendment, but that the Governor-elect may stand in the way.

9. The only large amount of money spent in any State for the
Tnitiative and Referendum was the sam of $3,282.17 used in Ohio in
1900, with barren results as far as legislative action was concerned.

Thus the Commission has expended $19,089.93 for Land Value
Taxation in Oregon, Missouri and Rhode Tsland, and $£3.231.07
the effort to put the Initiative and Referendum into State constitu
tiens so that the people may have the power and opportunity to aaitiaie
and vote upon the questien of taxation independently of the wishes
and prejudices of legislatnres controlled by Spectal TPrivileges.

Directly conmected with the Oregon campaign for County Howe
Rale it Taxation was the successful campaign that defeated a hill pro-
posed by thie Legislature to call o constitutional convention, which
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seerped o be a plag to draft a constitution and have 1t Vproclimed”

without giving the people an opportanity o vole on . as was dome

in Drelvware, Vieginia, Rentucky and other Stad The Oregon
vorers vetoed that billl

I addition 1o the foregoing. the Compmssion bas sent out a
neantity of such Nierature as w obtainable, and plans are now under

way {or the preparation of a “herchants” and Maonufacturers’ Book-
Tei,” the object of which is to show that Land Value Tuxation means
a saving of dollars-—an actual profit of dollars—to merchants and
manufacturers,  The booklet will give actual examples taken from
several States in which Land Values and Dprovement Values are
separately assessed, and will show contrasts between the effects of the
Cieneral Propertv tax and the Land Valie tax on mercantile and

manufacturing business. .

The New York Conference
November I18.-21 1910
Noverber 19, 20 and 21 the Joseph Uels Fund Commission held
a meeting in New York Citv, o which many interested in the work
of the Commussion weve asked {9 participate.

The object of this meeting was two-fold-—to take account of what
had been accomplished, and to decide on plans for the future. Hon.
Robert DBaker, of Brocklyn, was elected Chatrman of the meeting,
and Joseph Dana Miller, editor of the Single Tax Review, was elected
Secretary.  The financial report of the Commission. a summary of
which is given on page 34, was presenied to the meeting, and then an
account was given of the work done and of the results accomplished
up o date.

In heginning its work the Compnssion decided to devote the
funds at its disposal toward putting the Single Fax into operation in
those places where conditions seemed most favorable ; this was work-
ing alomg the line of least vesistance.

In order to enlarge the lisg of States in which we nught have a
hopeful field for officient work. amul Lo strengthen the position of our
workers in Oregon and Missourt, we complied with the requests of
Single Taxers in Arizona. Arkansas, New Mexico, Colorado and
Minnesnta to send speakers into those States to assist n the campaigns
for the Initiative and Referendum. B oevery case in which this was
done the request came from earuest workers for the Smgle Tax, who
intend to use the “perple’s power” to achieve that reform.

In most of the States where sentiment in favor of Land Value
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Tavation scemed strongest the State constitution must be amended

To amend a Stale constitution reguires o popular vote, and Lo secnre

popular vote 4 proposition st Be submitted by the Legslaure,

excopt o states that tave the Initiative and Beferendum. It is almuost

as (i i te wet nomeasure throagh the aver: ure, sith-
o Eand

mitting anytiing that is recognized as a fand

as it i to ger the same Legislature o adopt the measure outright.

The chances for putting the Land Value Tax system inio effect
are unquestionable best in States where the people have the Con-

atitutional Initiative, so it has always seemed dear to the Commisaion
that we could secure practical results socnest i those States, awl
hasten results 10 other States best by helping thewm alsa to secure the
initiative and Referendum.

At the incertion of its work the Commission was Hooded with

appeals for help, as well as with suggestions concerning the best way

to work.  On looking aver the ground, it scemed that the Sngle Tax-

Tt

ors in Oregon aud Missouri offered the hest showing of reasons why
anr efforts should be concentrated in those two States. in Rhmdc
[sland, where no constitutional change is needed, the Single Taxers
ade a creditable showing, and it secmed well o give heip i
that Sta

diveet local campaigns. - Tocal workers in cac h State have had charge

also

te. In no place has the Commission faken it upon iteelf o

of the worl, and have attended to ail details,

B
arendment 1o the Constitution providing for Connty Home .i'x‘.afl!z‘ in

son the campaign of 1910 was o secure the adoption ;i an

]

Tasation, This campaign was merely one of prepas ratinn for a fight
for strajght Single Tax in 1915, The fegislature of Oregon submitted

fwo tax amendments providing for changes th sectned
hui that did not really go to the root of the tax que stinm, and it was
not possible 1o get the Legislature to submit ameasare for County

fnmc Tule ; consequently, it was necessary for our friends to make
use of the political power given them by the Initiative and Refer-
endun, and in that way submit the desired amendment to the voters.
That was done.

The Oregon law already provides for an ap sportionment of the

Ctax for State purposes among the counties, s¢ that Conniy Homie
Rule in Taxation will allow any county to raise nof omly its Tocal taxes,
hut alse its share nf Srate taxes, by whatever method the majority of
the volers in a county prefer. A vigorous campaign for the a:lmphmi
of he Comnty i inm(: Rule Amendment was al once hegui. bui the
campaign was confined to the SPrinted Word D ne attemapt was made

to carry on a speaking campaigi.




Oregon Tax Pamphlet
v pamphlet was prepared showing, from the ofhcoial assessmenrs

1

sz.'i inx fgures of 1009, the amounts of taxes patd by differest clasgse

of the population under the exdsiing or General Property Tax svstem,
amd what the assessments and taxes of each clizs wonld hiave been m
108 if the Land Value Tax system had been in effect s and what rate
of taxation it wotld have been

ssary to wnpese apon Dand Valoes
in order o raige the same revemie by Land Value Taxation that was
ratsed in cach county in 1809 ander the General Property Tax systen.
Al calenlations were based on official Ggures, and ihus fammers were
shown that their taxes i 1909 would have been muich lowor under the
Land Vahwe Tax than vwder the Geoeral Property Tax svsiom o

the same way, it was shown that owners of improved ety Jots would
have profited by the Tamd Value Tax, that hosaacss and fnhor would
have profited L\ ihe change, while a nach grenier harden of (axation
wonhd have Tallen wpon Tranchise corporations wind apon speculators w

lands and ﬂi}' losts.

The Oregon Tax Pamphlet gives iliese figutes for the Siate as a
whole and for each county in Oregon, and gives a nmnber of individua)
illystrations showing how business and labor would have been hone-
fited and how speculators would have heen penalized in Ovegnn m
1000 01 the Land Valne Tax system had been in operation. Thus il
effeort of such plutocratic papers as the Portland Ovegonian o ais
represent the effect of the Land Valtue Tax had bat little weight with
the voters. '

A copy of the Oregon Tax Pamphlet was mailed to every voter
i the Staie.  Any one who wishes to have a copy of the p’i' nphilet
shoutd sendd twentv-five cents to W. G. Lggleston, 270 East Twenty-
cighth street, Portland, Ore: Tt should be horne in mind that this
pamphlet is not an attempt at prophecy, bui an actual demonstrazion of
Emw and where taxes would have been raised and hmmlz*d in Oregon

1909 if ihe Tand %alue Tax system Dad heen in operation in tl
vear.  The chief credit for the preparation of the Cregon’l
tet beleags to Dr. W, (5 Egyleston, of Fortiand, who, as the head of
the Publicity Bureau of this Commission, was scnit to Oregon to as-
sist i the campaign for the Land Vahu PFax system in that State,
;‘\i] money paid for these pamphlets will he turned nto the Joseph Tels

REH ei of America.

Fhe resuli of the elcctlon in Oregon was not karan when the
C_“-olwvlnxsgnil met in New York, -but four days after the meeting was
adjourned the good news was telegraphed that the County Home
Rule Tax amendinent was adopted by a majority of more than 2.000
i norotal vole of 23,0000 Mulinomah County, containing the city of

e }’mmn
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Portland. gave it a majority of about 9 o0 Clarsop County, contain-
g Astoria, gave it a two to one vote, and in Coos County, peopled
mostly by farmers, there was 2 gaod vote i favor of it

By endorsing the County Flome Rule amendment, and at the same
time by defeating the schome for a constitutional convention, the
voters of Oregen won a double vietory, and every subscriber to
the Joseph Fels Fund of Amevica may now see that the meney
spent in the Oregon campaign of 1908-10 was well spent. This
victory is clearly the greatest that has hbeen won in the history

of the movement for the taxation of Land Values. Ina circular

appeal for funds seet ouwt coyeral monihs ago, the Commission said:

Siates

“Onar expenditures are hemng concentrated in a few
where eonstitutions are most faverable, where seniiment 1%
for Laad Value Taxation, and where men are om ihe job with
records for suecess. Dishursements dee directed to carefntiy
planned work i the feld of politics, propaganda Beiny ot
dental.  Resulis are therefare expecte: here will be pro-
minary contests of presnendons oportance at the approach-
ing elections.  Victory in one of these will almost guaranice
vele Tase will he i operation ata date no Jater than

that the S
10187

Thot victory has been partly wor, and prevarations are heing
- I ¥ o

miade for further advances. Thers can be no deubt that there will be

Titor o

o the pore of Speeind Privilege; bat i ovr work 18

Jiort of a reac

properly sustained, nothun spary revolution can pres

yent the adeption of the Land Value Tax by a pumber of Oregom

countics, and finally by the whele State.

Missouri and Rhode Tsland

In Missouri we had originally planned a similar campaign, but

cireumstances made it inadvisable this vear, so the Missoun campaign
for the Land Vilue Tax will e made from this time until the election
1912 Meanwhile, there will be o campaign in Oregon. and we may
lock for o cl
Sirst 1o atiack the Toot of Special Privilege with the Land Value Tax,
In Whede ©
sare will pass a bill for Home Rule in Tazation. A campaign 1s
heing earried on under the direction of ex-Governor L. Vo O Garvin
and John 7. White.  Some of the fargest business concerns m the
State have endorsed our measure.  The State is small, and three-
fonrths of the population live within ten miles of the State House.

171

e race etween these two States for the hemor of being

i we have good ground for hope that the Legisla-

The Legislature is possibly more responsive than elsewhere to the
popular will when plainly expressed. Hereoas in Orregon and Miss

ouri, the volers are being systermatically supplied with information on



tax natters, and much bnportaot information is bemng sained in regard
to tax methods and property values in the State,

Lirect Legizslation Compoigns

Fhie ciection of members to consiitutional conventions in New

o and Arizona gave us a chanoe to create two new openings for
Y

the Single Tax, through the election of delegates pledged to put 1?1{
Initative and R 1' wendum i the new constitutions. At the wree
[

r
nele Taxers the ('"4'mlmi~«‘*<if;a'z sent [obn 72 WhH

request of loca
toostumyp both Tertitonies. Bl did splendid educational work, Ezz

Arizona the result was a great victory,  An overwhelming majority of
propressive delegates were elected to the constitutional convention,

sy deel assured that Artzona will come inte the Ulmon with

a constituiion that will preseat no obstacle to ponalar government
se, Noew Mexico was less fortunate. 1ts constitutional

convention was conirolled by menopohistic fsteresis, and its peaple

T T o

must chaose befween the posiponenient of statehood and  coming

ingg the Union with a constitution that es thelr hands while giving

a tree hand to the predatory interests,
was voted on the Initiative and Referendum i September.
the Single Taxers appealed to the Commission for aid.

Caxers in Oregon and Missourl scoonded the request of our

wofnends on the ground that their own position would be
strenglhened by a wvictory for so progressive a measure elsewhere.
They masde 1t clear that the move States that adopt the Inltiative and
Referendunm. the harder it will he {or the interests to successfully
appese thent, so that our aild to that cause will materially strengthen
the position of our friends fighting cutright far the Single f“ax 1

&

()rmun and clsewhere.  The atd requested was accordingly o
iss ured that it came at the right

: has since been z
tme and had much to do with swinning the victory that was gained ;

th“. polls. My, George Todson King, of Toledo, who was sent 1o
A s by o OO FO Taylor of Philadelphia, is entitled to
credit for Ius leadershup i this campaign.

-
SN

T Colorado a similar campaign was carrvied on under the
ership of that veteran worker, Tix-Senator James W, Buckliy
Tohn 3. Gabriel. At their request, which was seconded b many
other Single Taxers, John Z. White was sent to the State and the
Imitiative and Referendum amendmeni was adopted by a two to one
vote, in spite of the flercest opposition on the part of Special Privi-
fege, which fraudulently counted out the Home Rule Tax amendment
in 1905 Colorads 1s now free to follow the example of Oregon

angd Missourt when the people wish to do so.

f




Lome eriticism has been made of the Commission’s expenditure

of money dor the Initiative and Referendom.  This has been, in ihe

main, the result of misunderstanding. bome critics were under the
impression that all or most of ihe funds were being spent for this

work s bt the fact is, as the Anaclal report sl ouly a small part

of the expenditares of ihe Commission were for that work,  Others
shjected on the ground that cuch worl is uot Single T work.
Vet i is ohvious that without the Initiative and Referendum hie Ore-
gou victory for County Homne Rule in Tasation would not have been
wom, and that it would be impossible to subnot any kipgd of a Land
Valine Tax amendment in Missouri or Qrvegon in 1912,

Net the least of the benefits derved from the New York meet
ing of the Cominiszion was the presence of seme of the critics who
cinted their objections and learned  how grouadless were those
shiections. It is important o remember that the Joseph Fels
Fund was not established 1o nropagandize the couniry, but
to put the Land Value Tax into effect somewhere in the United
States within five years—and that reguires voles, which can
not he got without political action.

The Cominissinn Las contribuied to the support of the Tublic

and of the Single Tax Review. M. Fonl Schinied was engaged a8

Business Manager of the Pubhc to boild ap the subseription st and
cecure advertising, and the ncrease of paid snhseriptions o R
18G9, to X600 in 1010, is assurance that he is deing good work,

Suely work is naiurally expensive and the resnlts way seom dis-
proportionate to the expenditure, hut it s hoped iowill appear et lior-
wise af the end of the two-vear campaign s, Sehimied is conduciing.

b

which length of time the Commn

-

sion asreed he shonld have

he dees not insist on this arrangemeoent i the Commission wishes o

discontinue it.  The readers of the Public and the 5 v He-

view can decide for themselves how well the money used to sustom

these papers Bias been spent. A staiement of the husiness of the Public
. :

i given on pages 3-8,

Publicity Bureau

Farly in 1910 o beginning was o
Barean, e WO G Bgg

o L

Duresn because his newspaper training and his excepliounl alnlity

vle in organizing a Publicity
stan was selected as the head ot tho

a4 a weiter give him pecaliar fliness for that work. The good work

deme by him in Cregon has alveady been mentioned.  Tn addition

to e, B

gleston, Mr, Samuel Danziger of Philadelphia, was sclected

i
e pesistant and assigned to miscellanecnus work, He will assist in

the preparation of the “Merchants and Manufacturers Booklet” the

i




obhicet of which 13 1o carry conviction to merchants and manufac-

s an different

turers by showing, rom official Agures of various ciii

Siates, how the General Property Fax 18 a tax vpon production and

all busmess, and how merchants and manvfacturers will get pocket-

ook profits from the Land Value Tax,
v letters were sent to the private and public librasies

Three cirot
of the country, cffering a special cdifion of Honry George’s works
at $4. About 100 neders have been received. It is hoped that de-
swion wll have on

Hvery can be made early in March, and the Comms

can hil orders to

AT

thiz comtract an additional 150 seis, with which i ¢
libraries and public institubions at this price. and will he glad to 1
iroen those mferested; B o justice o L HL Timby, of Conneaut,
s placed), these sets

C3 o fin oconnection with whom this order wa
suonild not be sold to any others, as e, Timby s soliciting and
tawing orders from individuals at $3 a sct.

The ‘Tmnmis:«:ion has mappesd out a program for the fulure, sub-
o such chang
to continue the sapport of the work for Land Valoe T
Ciregon, Missourt and Rbode fsland.  The financal support of the
Public and the Single Tax Review will be continmed.  Tnasmuch as
fyr. Upoleston has Deen assigned to the work m Oregon for the
nexi two vears, the organizaiion of the Publicity Duoreau has been

as may be deemed swise. It has heen deaided

ject te

xation m

assigmed to o committee of two Comnussioners, Limcoln Steffens and
Frederic UL Tlowe, who are 1o consult with HHenry George, Jr.. and
report. A Lecturs Departiment has been anthorized and placed m charge
of Delten Hall, Frederic O ITTowe and Lincoln Steffens,

it wos voted to comtinge with john 70 White the contract that
cupires fune 300 1911, as long as it s satisfactory to br. White,
Since he has been working for the Commission it has beon impos-
sible 1o satisfv the calls that have come for him from many States '
It should be undersiood that Me. White is now deing mnch more
than merely lectaring om Land Value Taxation and Direct Tegisla-
tion i various States. e s doing constructive and ﬁ'lcﬁrmnlv con-
crete work 1n States where the people alreads have or are demanding
the democratie political tools with which they can get and keen con-

i

trol of the taxing power—as the people of Cregon amd Missouri are
preparing to de under thelr political powers of Divect Toegisfation,

The Fon Robert Baker was made Field Sceretary with anthor-
dyv o hold weetings, solictt subscriptions and collect meney Tov the
Toseph Tets Pand

Maore Monep Needed

(3 conrse, the continuance of the Commission’s work and the

achievement of further vesults depend en the fmancial support that

i1




will he given Josepht Fels has done very mueh mere than he

o oo Lie has potonlyglven Mot MOTLE than hie prospised 1o
sive, hut he has given hipsell o 1he work, L the whole world
a more active and fearless worker for our fausc can not be found.
The zeal, activity and sound discretion displaved by Jim- in what he
dees personally 1o adyvance our movement make him an ipvaluabie
aseet. entively aside irom anvihing he has done or cat do moa finan-
ciad wav. The pride we feel in the fact that our movement has gained
4 man like Joseph IFels would be justified cvent though he came pest
nitess to us.

The Comumission 1 ever duoded with appeals for help from
many Siates and localities where good work conld b done. It 18
being called upon to sustain many different Bies of work, muoch ot
which deserves help. T§ we had suceecded in matching Mr. Fels’
offer, we could have responded favorably to all reasomable reguesis.
Bui nnfortunately we did not have the money. Ohur pledges amonunt
tor only a little more than 15,000, This not only compels ns o
fienit our activities 1o places and lines of work that promise to e
comerete results 1n ihe shortest thme, but it places us 0@ had tight

with Mr. Fels. It makes it appear as thongh the Single Taxers of

the [Tnited States are indifferent to the apportunity fie has given us.

(1 is o mistake to ook upon contributions to this Fund as dona-
lione, They are really investments which will prove extremely pro-
fitable shonld they result in giving us the Single Tax. bLike invest-
ments of many other Linds. the chance of securing a profitable re-
purn may be made a certainty by making the amount nvested sul-
ficiently large. 1 sometimes happens that the amount originally
put ino an enterprise Urns out o be too simall to get the hest ve-
sulis.  In such a case the good husiness man oF ckillful financier in-
ereases his mvestment accordingly. The Commission does not wish
i urge apy contributer to increase his subscription. but it does Teel
in duty bound 0 call altention to the facl, which miglit not other
wise Be known, that it weuld be possible 10 broaden and strengthen the
power of the Cormnission for good amd enable it to lake care of and
help all work Tikely to advance our CARE i all subseribers wonld rive,
or get others 1o give, an amoeunt sufficient to at least mateh My, fels’
offer. Dossibly there are some who, on learning this fact, will see ther
way clear to meet the situation by increasing their subscriptions. Many
lave. no doubt, fixed the amount subseribed at what they Deligved at
the time would be cufficient to enable the Single Taxers of the Limted
States to mateh My Fels affer.  Had they known that it weunld fall
Jhart, as it has, they would have no doubt made their own suhs riptions
larger in the first place. There is ofill time for such cubseribers 1o do so,

iz




Hothey feel fnclined. Those who have already pledged all they

attord can also hetp us by personally calling vpen Single Taxers in t)

alitics who have not vet respotded to any call, and sceure a ple

o

audd coniribution from cheni.

Itz noportant that we do not go theough another !
€k 00 needed 1o maich My Tely W
shall nead the full amount of $50.000 in order to do properly ihe

ratsi

feast (he By

mmporiant work suspped out In various Siates and cires.
Feporis of fndivideals

Iv oafter 1he orgunization of the Conference at the

Lot
Liberal Club, Daniel Kigder, Chairman of the Conumission, nude s
report on expeaditires and the work done. The financial statements
are published in Briel as an appendix to this pampliet.

Mir. Joseph Fels, being called on to report on Furopean condi-

Pions, o u‘! o Lad been bai a fow years stuce the light of Heory

s philosophy broke into His b

wdled brain”  Continuaing,
“want ao consideration for the money 1 have contributed

his cavse. | want no consideration save thai which Toseph Fels
B ontitled o oo account of his own work, huat wone for his

moncv—idamn the mones 't The Tand cla

m thie Dritish Dadget

Nothing that any party can do will stop the

Had it not boon for the land clavses of ihe
down to defeat, and if
cul e of any fature program the party will go

bl

Liberal party would have gonc

clwn Lo 41( f{

My, Fels tl e spoke of Denmark where, e sad, the guestion

of the taxation of

lanid values is better understond than anvwhere
e hudred and 1o

~thoemsand amall farmers in

with an dverage of less than twenly acres apiece, are
1

cur doctrines evervwhere, Tn omany of the hatls,

one rirh

the Parbament building, and i the public schools of Do

v will see pictures of Henrvy George upon the walts. 1o
ance the Socicny of the Impdt Unigoe, or the Singl

Tax Soctefy,

has been formod recenily, with cights members,

i Spain, where there ave ondy three known Single Taxers, one

of

them, Antonin Albendin, is sy frgnslating Progress and Doy

T Traly there 1w one magazine deveted to land reform and i

s translated many articles fromn the Public. In Sweden the bl
lizot johann Hansson is devoting himself to this moverient. T mav
add that six members of the Danish Parlimment are committed

the taxaton of Jand valucs, This mevement s going on in every

conntry ante the language of which our gospel can be iranslated”
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Wip., W. 5, U'Ren, of (regon Cier, Oragon, upf)nui o the
work done in bis State, but e did not know opsl four 5 atie

the {ounierence ;,u.ijg_}m'smd ilm: Llu‘ amendment for Lot

Poale i Taxation had T3¢ o oyoters of

5

L Ren 5 of written

ton, and printed 'mzl sent t«:':; th

of the loseph els I qund, explaining that the pamphlet wis
tor show { s man and laborers of Oregon

iand Yalue a4 nockethook profit,

Ceperal Property tas is a };1‘:\-=\L\1w system for sl,'wa:uiat.a..;,z‘:; :u'i ‘111

holders of Specal l‘uil-‘“‘"‘{t ot a great and growt

Tie said that the opponents ol iha

all classes
Valpe tax hod not been <11,1.L‘ o atfark any of e fis

pauphlet.

o P sduce

Tax in Oregon 'm 2!-”'?3 il

Voo expect o win Tor the Single

haa

S oamendment has carried;

Connty Flome Rule

wot carricd s expecl B0 Wi BUYWAY. 10 we have won,

we have the aitiative and Releronduin, with which
woen the ballot and et a yole On any IHeasuie or constiinl
cnt that is pammnsrl far Ly ¥ per cent ot e volers

31 ﬂm‘ the 1o

Iy pecessary for poiiticsl progress, it

iative and

Ve have fouad in Ureg

E')!‘; "i’

1-;(-«':‘ ) thelr

voie

LS }l‘L Zet

ljmm the conse ne o and our

1 that the |} ot Te
iw? and i\h\;u‘.-hm}\

Tlitieal freedom s

{reodoim

tey EoOneHnic

freednm to the

=='>]-35-:_- can 1ot dt’p\!"l o1y any man ebd fer et Lo C

patst e

it 1hen.

dom

it}

Ten warmly endnrsed all the

roct Ly ared showed hosw b

cpran would be withont the

i
b the Oreg

wore prinied the names o

Tallet used

e ihan one hondred

L2k

measiies, and said that the i faken

HSRRE

H em candidates and measuros Wi 1 2]
Tie told how the voters of Cyrepon had gheir I imme and

Referendum powers €9 gain, step by step. potitical contral, w

¢ oare pow heomalng toouse those powers to @xerese ECOTOTET

siyelie

v takiug the tasing power o their own hands, The

1




wWas iniens

miterested in what Mro T5Ren said, and he was

J
stioned by many of those present,

Ex-Governor Lueius F. €. Garvin, of Lousdale, T [, re-
ported for his State, saying that meatings had been held in several
of 1914, Visits
bad Leen made to the labor unions, on which occasions tax reform

bad been argued Lot the Single

ciiies and ai two watering places doring the swmmer

Lax preached. He had secured
the signatores of a large vumber of influeniial business men 1o ihe
local option in taxatlon.  Speaking of te aviitude of

Do Garvig said that some papers were quite favorable,
notsbly one dally paper in Newport,  Letters advocatiug fax re-
form and Iscal option In iaxation had appeared (o the number of
351 the press of the Siate. e spole of the favorable atiitude

Mayor of Woonsocket, where imachinery and other personal
property arve exempt from taxation {or drom ten to Gfteen vears. 14
iowere ]Ji,‘n.‘:.\;

¢ oloosecare a oworking example in Rhode Tsland a2
city ke Woonsocket it would be of incalenlable advantage.
The Conference then adjourned wntil 2250 ¢ m, when it was
agai called-ia order by Chairman Baker,
D, William Preston Hill, of 5t Leuis, reported Dhriefly for

Missouri, saving that beeause of the fact that the people of his Stace

Tuitative and Referondum it s aow possible 1o make an

camprign for the Land Value Tax in Missouri, and et

ar vole upon that question. Some of the yolers can sul
the question 1o wll the voters because of the Direct
power i1 the hands of the people. A Land Value Tax

s nol submitted in 19100 he said, Becanse our friends in Missonr

dist not have the fine o prepare a carefnlly written ame mlmrﬂ and
then prepare the proper literature and make a winning camp

strongly endes

wd the work done Dy the Commission. an

all Believers in the cconomic philosephy of Henry Cienrge
the Commis

onin every way possible. so that it mav oo on with
the waork it s now doing and do 2 better and more oxtended worlk
Chatrman Daniel Kiefer veported for the Public,

interesting heures showlng the increase in the cire

paper i the last year—an increase from (U135 in 1909, to 84600
iy 19740 ’

Louis F. Post, cditor of the Pablic. reviewsd the histors of the
Pubiic andd paid o high compliment io {
creased the subseription list mo

Schmiied, whe has in-

e othan 2500 in ten months, Speake
me of the Commission and what it hopes 1o ace cotplish, Ry, Post
Behieved that this recting would establish sach confidence in 1he
Commission that it would be able 1o raise the funds necessary (or

15




the work it lias andertaken, amnd for the definite purpose for which Jo-
seph Felz made such a Hberal subscription——te put the Single Tax
into operation somewhere in the United States within five

years.,

Mr. Post then spo }w of the personnel of the Connmssion
alr. Wiefer, he said e was selected because he was a navenal
cadser. €3F Jackson Ralsten Le said: “Who does not ke Jacks
Balsion? Iie went jnto the Single Tax movemont more foan taenky
CTie stands before the Supremes Court of the United Siates on

§agn
S 1]*1\ with any lowyer at the Washington bar. He has wmade fis o
ternational lawyer before the tribunal of The Hagae, I auny
member of this £

wer unwilling to trust Ralsien

miesion 7

A ancoks Sretfens

“s there any one who knows any
should not be trusted 7 Lingoln Stetfens i
vhere in this country.  And what

convinced a

Taxer as vou will fnd an:

1w
Fred Howe? When Tom Johnson was first elected Mayor of Lloye
Howe, a i'{a'i_:-ul)lia.:':zss snernbier of the olly comnoil. Towe

wral. He

Le found Ifred

Tobnsen Dhen

Bas served our cause long < Ts there any one who will
Fred 1 ;
the

hiisiness nterests, losorable and effic

aitd o owotalle man in lmh ana and about 4 ]mg:gu 1'\11'0
body of Single Taxers who are as well Gtted o
; C e flll on this Comvnissicen [ do not knoew or thend”
#r. Joseph Fels explained that the o i ;
ol from the day fie met Damel Kicfer at Fairhope.
s uneompromising honesiy that suggested to Ar
s this fured, and to him lu.uld he civen the credit
k;;m-\']fsfigc nf what we wanted and how 1o get it that 1
wder Tz milaence,

John 2. Whita, of illinois. spoke of Ids cany

: wivder the auspices of

funsd d
e
1

THIGIES

ey
—

Mexico, Avizona and

the neces-

Jerendum. and empha

sioi, for the Tnitiatis

rogivine fnancial atd as o well as moral support 16 z\ HVE-
prent for the Initiative and Referendum where there is a fighting

Comst i.in*;ic.‘.m :

nepdment o

chance to put o good 3
Tmitintive and Heferendum, be said, 15 not ’\m"!v Tax, but 1t iz 2

part of ihe great democratie movement, givi o peaple the p

o covern themsclves and thus the power W .‘il}lb“i!,x’.t ‘iEw
Value Tax for the preseat iniqnitom systein of i
fation, he satd,

Withoat the power of Diree




State can not abolish, nor make any change in the present svsiem

of taxation without hrst getting the consent of th servants m the

Legislature, and we all koow that Siate Legislatures are generally
s of the

comtredled by the few whe constitute the taxing class Lecaw
ownership of Special Privilege.

Letters of Criticism
Secretary Joseph Prana Miller read letiers from Messrs, AL O
Tevdell, Lawson Pardy, Fdward Poliak, Willlam Tusig
ol Moody,

Hon, Tom L. Johnson, of Cleveland, commented bLrisf Is wpon
one of these (:<*a1'zml1:zliczlti=ms Al spoke 1o tevms of conumnendation
1OF
generally.  He endorsed the work done and the expenditures made

g

of the work of Chalrman Kiefer particularly and the Comnis
miside of Ustraight Single Tax propagandal”
Mr. Jackson H. Ralston, of

Fels had not sought to direct the

ashington, [ O speaking for

ithe Commussion, said that M

it af his contribu-
H

channels of the Comunission’s activities by e

ton, I there have Leen errors of judgment Br. Fols, at least,

T

not been guilty, The Commission determined unpon certain 1
:
t

of activity. When § was asked 1o become a member of the Come

gued o throw money mie the
methods,

nagion, b osaud of ot were desig

ulation of Single Tax Hierature and simi
po oo wath it 1

tx on smaller fields

decline to have anvtll wlhioved i was wiser for

st coneenirate o on conorete work, and

vid of obstacles. This we have been doing, and we come to

you about our work,  As {or Dhrect Legi .E tio, i bhears to

AN

¢
Fhode :]':.~|:m<[_ where there 1s no comstitutional ohstacle o the Siagle

Single Tax closs o relation as a ook does to the door. B

SR AR O

Fax ond where the Legislature iz the only obstacle, the earnest

cevs, under the leadersliup ol Governor Garvin,

and of Single
ias thns far failed 1o influence the Lesislature of that Stais
PO Mr. Balston said: " There we found

Speaking next

an earncst group ol L?in”‘?v Taxers who knew what they santed

bias been

andd how 1o get st Don’t think the money spent the
wasted, overn if the amendment for County Home Rule in taxation
i1

More Smgle Tawers have been made 1 the fight

has Leen Tost,
st waged there than o any vear preceding the campaign. and the
cers of

newt two years will bring 2 complete trimmph if the Single T

the coun will meet Mro fels” offer. We have entered  npon a

fve-vear campaign, aind 1 believe that before the end of the five
vears we shall get there. Then, when vou are asked where the

aperation, vou will be able o peint o Oregn
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Wi waste tone finding fanit becanse the money s not spent sole
for propaganda work when an opportunity like this presents stseit?
We ghall have the
and will propagandize that State 10 get

in Missouri during 1he next two years,

definite resalts at the haliot

box, We had some experience in Maryland along the e of great-
cat resistance.  We went to the Legisldure and got a few voles)

bt i we had had Direct Legislation we would have nteresied enough

veters to force the legislature to submit the mecessary bl or
the voters themselves could hiave amended the constifubion 50 as

f Fiome Rauale in taxation”

ooz

BMr. Ceorze Wallace, of New York, said that if the prog
& , prog

ion 1tended to obscure our demands

of the Toseph Fels Fund Comn
he was bostile to 3t and said that that was his fivst mapression, bt
cinee he had bezrd the program he approved of 10

Nicssrs, Western Starr, of Marvland: Charles 5. Prizer, of
Philadelphia; {Charles H. Ingersol, New Jersey, and others dis-

cussed anatters of policy. Mr Prizes

suggested 1the appheation of

business miethods, such as have become familiar to him in the con-

duct of s busi tor the eollesiinng of meney for the Joseph IFels

fund ;- he believed it possible 1o collest a fund of §36,000 o year.

The Conforence then adjonrned until 3:15 p. m when i was
calied 1o order by Chairman Daker and returned o the uninisited

r. WL
estonn, of Portland, Oregon. on the work of the Publieity

parl of the program. the first business being the report of

G Fa

Bureau.
Dr. Eggleston cxplained that carly in Febraare, 1010, imtne-
diately after being selected to conduct the Pabliaty Bureaw. he

sent to Oregon 1o assist the men in charge of the important
that Srate for the Connty Home Rule Tax amendment. On his
arrival i Oregon the work of assisting in the preparation of the
tax pamphlet-—already mentioned-—swas assigned to him, and that
work demanded suck close attention that he bad buat Jittle time for

anvthing else. Yet that fax patmphlet, he sald, is true pobheity

orle though it s less an arguwment for the Land Value Tax than

i
ieal demonstianion of the good ceffects of that tax and

a mathens (
the bad effects of

The iden in publishing the pamphlet and sending

tive General Properts fax,

it by omail to

yery ]'(‘g‘i&‘»i(-ﬁi“{‘!l voter 1 Clregon was 1o _]mi“i'h'\" volors i1 posses-

sion of tax facts that would induce them 1o vote for the County
Fleme Bule Tax ameadment: io show how the General Property

Taw i3 a fax en hesiness, while the Land Value Tav ts a
Privilewe : and 1o show by official figures that the Land Value Tax
will Lelp the farmer who is not a land specufator. The object of the

i8




pamphlet, saxd Dr. Ergleston, was to make votes {o amend-

ment rather than to mxﬂ.,t Sinele Tax

fation In our movement, sag'i!jg tlza.i the

15, He (_’mph&: the im-

©

portance of Divect Leg

greater pare of the dail

I Pre

—and especially the Assoc
s hostile to the Initiative

Y Press

eing controlled by Special Privilege,

amd Referendwn and cither {alsifies

news 1 regard to
cult Conrt of Mulkt-
nomal Courttr, Oregon, decided that the l.{l!lmll\f and Referendum

507 <ug>1*sz”<‘
Direet Legnslation. For example, when the
was wieonsiitubional, that decision was sent (o papers all aver the
conntry by the A o
Aded that
ibe Inipative and Referendwm was constitutional, not a waord in re-
gard 1o that decision was sent out by the Associnted Tress

it ol

ssociated Press, but when the Sopre

Ohregom reversed the decision of the lower court and de

Barmuel Danziger, of Philadelphia, said that his efforts had
been directed mamly o finding some State i which land value
haprovements arg St"l;?{!';ﬂl‘d i a

andd

ments, so that the Publicity
f"an*"@-:zu '11:Eg'i1t get to work on a “Banndacturers and Merchans
Booklet,” alrendy mentioned in this report.

i‘ﬂxh E. L. Heydecker, of New York, took issue with Mr
' craent that only Rhode tsiand and New York
woadoption of the Single Tax without a constitu-
and said there were cight and possibly more
mgle Tax can be put into operation witho
mendment,  In these states, he said, the Leg
"}1*;;:.‘110;111\; a tree hand,  HMe coniended that South E.}'.
moest backy ,am' State in the Linion in the matter of
Iil‘ai State bas had Direct Tegislaii i

oo oid niot »i"l*—a"
1
i

his sfats
1
1

door’ 1
that ivect '!
Tax.

By, Frederick €. Leaubuscher, of New Vork, sald he had
drawn the first bill oifercd in New York providing for an amend-
ment to the Constitution permitiing the adoplion of the Initiative

iy

and Refercndum, aond therefore e wounld not be misnnderstood if

lie said the fime was comir

1w owhen the Josoph Fels Fund Commis.

sion wounld spend most of s wmenev for straight-out Single Tax.
My, Joseph Dana Miller, oditor of the Single Tax Revi

spoke upen what hed appeared 1o him the dangers of the pro

though be conf

FPATH,
¢ him
mall proportion of the fund
diected had been dor the Initiative and Referondam, and such eriti-
cism as had been called forth might well be held to apply not to

2ssed that what he had heard had tended to gi
a different view of the matter, Only ¢

1%




what was now doing bui o what hod been done.  He feared the

danger of entangling athances, alser the danger of diverting our owh

propagudisis 1o Direct i laticm rathor than 1o our owil great

principle. [ie quoted Mr in support of his comtention that

ke clear azitation for the taxation of fand values wonld bring about

erislation {!L“"l\L‘ than anyibing else
Mr, Joseph Fels: "Mr. Miller sa

1 fawor of o clear Z'i;_f'];;lhl}‘é! for the taxation of land values.

s arnd awith rrathn that 1oam

erel

i, and have alwavs said it Dot as 1o methods, and

opinion i regard to methods, those whe ave dolag the actual wiork
cught to ko Letter what to do than these a thovsand miles away.

[ want toosay that since my return 1o this couniry and learning the
in i
ment with the work of the Connulssion. As for the kickers, and

remsons why cerin o have been done, b am fu perfect agrees

the gentlemen who want the Copnnission to spend money here in

nda. or for building up and

i

wopure Stgle Tax propag

v organization, why oot fhave another fand

e lia- R T
dive o Single

v

wothat purpose” D ooow offer 1o duplicate every dollar that these

sk they wani Lo dey in thelr own

gentlemen w 1]| for any

wav, aid T« gapect any takers on that ps -oposition.”

Br. Bem;amin Doblin, of New Y
i Oreegon-—$16,000—11 speat i Now York would secure the Single
Tax in that State. He advocated a change of ame from the “ Joseph
Fels Trnd”™ 1o ke Ilenry George Famdo or some other  swme.

ork. waid that the sum spent

ag much

.egislation, he saicl. that “there wojust

Speaking of Direet §

chanee Tor the Socialists to ron in s soeialistic measure

g awar with it That s the dznger. The question now
what the Commission has dope. but swhat 1t will o

Wir. John J. Murphy, of New Yok, sad tliat what we shouold
Ao ix to preach the Segle Taxo o that when the people obiain con
trol of the machinery of goverament they will know what to do
with i, He thought the press work was as fnportant as any work
that could be done.

My, Will L. Price, of Pennsyivania. said that some of 115 were

i danger of beeonung classconscions Single Taxers like the class-
eomsciogs Socialists, wha are conscious of very jiitle more than that

SWhat wo wand, and what the world wants, 18 d("mm‘rzw_}.‘. andd the
Single Tax is only ceonontic phase of democracy.”

Br. . H. Manm, of New jersev. did noeag

for Dirvect Legislation preparatory to the

with  those

wha dented the nec

Single Tax: 7o evers e there are Lo phases of the work nece
sary to be done: the second inilows the first in time, Tiest ihe aoa-

demic phase or stage, where the principle is taught and posple Tearn

20




oi the prineiple. The
e are different, bui botl are

second, the concrete real

methods necessary Tor cach phase or
pecessary o miake the principle o lving fact in the lives of men. In

ssed the Orat phase and have entered

the Single Tux work we have p

worked long and carnest]

tie soconed, Bt omay

tor the fiest phase that we are ('y\'-:i‘;zu"'ims'f irem our ddeal, but such

appear 1o those who b

e il Ve are merely getting the toals necessary for the

e the second phase. The san who wishes o build a tower, beging by

digging 2 hele b the ground. THeping o e does not ook much like

ﬂ'ﬂ-!lldll%sl‘ a tower, but that hole is necessary so as o have o firn foun-

dation {or the ower. Just so when we prepare 1he wav roihe Sin
J

Tax by oworking for and getting ihe Ttiative and J-w_

Mr. Lincoln Steffens, of Connecucut, said he was o
aml this was s fiest experience ar being mackraked. “When ihe
ion first met the members were in the dark, vet we Lad
our work 1o dos We did not know wiat o do. We coon found

:
mtck-raker

Comnis

a Cormmmssion: that we
codt 1uight ot e a hetter
voand Mro fels oew and |

oul that the Commmnession conld do oothing
st Bave agencies o do the work,  Or

State than New York, but &, Fiefer
lenew that there was a gyoup of active bpu;\ > Taxers i Chegon who

had heon fghting for many years, preparing the way Tor the Single
Gmee Fhey keew what they wanted, and weni 1o work (o get ot
withont making ane inmnecessary noise ahows it Those Crregnmans arve
going to get the Sngle Tax by gumshioe methods, buat by Single
ganda. With Direct Legislation i operation we are go-
sanda metliods.

Tax prop:

e

Single Tax by direct propa;

“Aw o propaganda, | hn“ learned scacthing from the criti-
cisnt that -has been made. T think seme vood has come oot of this
critivism, if those who have made these eriticizms will get together,
stions and give thein to us. Preternmine tpon shat von thi
toy e

»otell us how 1o do 1 or how we can find the men

e Dundesstand Detter than © did what vou want, bt 1 don't under-
nd enough; so won't vow get together and lcl] us liow this worl
ol b be doner”

Wiz, W. 5. U'Hen told of his cxperience as a Smgle Tax pro-

witst Dejore he fearned that mere propagadda is not the line

;
of least resistance. T read Progress and Poverty’ in 188277 he
salce “and Lowent Just az crazy over the Single Tax idea as any
e clse over dide 1 knew T wanted the Siu;z_'lv Tax, and that was
about 2l T did know. 1 thouglt T conld get @ by agitation, and
itated for
what I wanted. In 1832 1 learned what the Initiative and Reforsn-
and then T saw the way to the Single Tax. So 1 quit talking

was ofien disgusted with a world that rtfnswi 1(_) be agi

dhim s
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Single Tax, net beeanse I owas any the less m faver of 6 b because 1
saw that the first job was 10 get the Tnitiative and Referendum, so

that the 1‘:cuplc ipdependenily of the Legisiature, may get what they

want rather than take what the Legis

CRIL T

have laid the foundation in Oregon, and our
drae o dead fine against the people
“We have cleared the way for a straight Smgle

Crreoon. Al he work we have done for Prrect L
Been done with the Single Tax o view, but we have ot

Single Tax beeanse that was net ilre question before the

a1, and wo

{

that question is before the house i Ove
cuss it e that State, since we first began our waork

Single Tax as the goal in view, we Tave contuied
jone to he voted on at the next slection. o flm s.nl'nf;:rwi.m.: 1o
cominse the voters. The Joseph Fels Fund Commission began iis
work with the definite aim to put the Single Tax inte operalion

somewhere in the United States within five years, and it will
3%

(rie

succeed in that wor
A tooneet the next day fmnadnss
rioon il was called Lo o 5

§>13 son [Tl suggesiions o the

The {onference 1hen a
at 150 e wr and z!'t' RN

il

Chatrman DBakler.
Commisst
My, Jackson H. Ralstﬁﬁ g

by the Commmission for Dhrect

JTEOWOTO E""'

that the ainvnmt spent

since 1

ans wsmi to mﬂ‘ mmtlL:%n*F 1 s it ol

PP PLSTS f:U Y

o owotild not s

ihe anu

s
phaliv bear 2 maeh

uelitures,

S:m;i}u }?!u]xﬂfmn ll ait 11{ refnlore Leial expe
W’r, Charies 5. ?rizev ;
e considered v the Uommission o exe
Ar, P

the vicinity of his husiness operaiions

armiher of suggestions in

R STRtL]

111::

1reT ¢ 111(

loier 1 the das. seed Lo otnloe charge of o few Tosns m

Lvani

i

in o and iry

raise some money for the Puand.

Bir. L. 8. Dickey said he believed thar $50.000 could be rdsed
after the Single Taxers of the country had full inforamtion as to what
the Commission had done and

My, Joseph Dana Miller suggested that the Connniszion prind
halleting of its work, to he mailed every month to the contrilitors 1o

proposcd to do

the Fund and to appear in the Single Tax Review. ant perbaps in dif

crent forim o the Public

e
N

i




e her-

Benjamin Doblin said wo had not conserved our n

ap of those 0 the movement, and suggested an aupropriation of

H
LG o vedr 1o vey ue, ele

o the American Single Tax Teap ol a paid

ation to b

areanizer and form Siate leagues, the svsiom of arganiz
0 My Tioblin w

the benein of the Commission,

the samme {or

asked 1o put Kis suggestion i writ-
ten {orm for

My, Post, Leing asked the policy of the Public in ez |
Tax news, sard that such maticr wost be either of a kind or =0 writien

as oo tnterest cthers than Single Tasers.
Ao, Pred O Howe, b
prase of Chairman Ricfer

Warren Waorth Daley and others spoke
aind. en i Mr. ja‘:si‘pfs Dang

secd, v vote, see e oand ihanks

Miller, the ¢
3

tor Ar Bacfer and the Conunission,

Mr. James W. Bucklin, of Grand jJuncticn, Codo. 105d how the
peeple of his State had just approved, by a

nfevence expre:

oommjority, @ constity-

tional wimcondimeni {or the Initlative amd Roferendum.  br Backiin
dre

npthe Direet Logislation E)hln" for ite Demovratic ph

S the Uiy

amendment.” The political machines of hoth

srtics epposed iU but overwhebning pubiie sentiment forced fhe
i i i

prici of the measare, e credit of which must be given o the

Singde Tasers and other progressives of Colorade.
Mr. W. 5. UPRen replicd to the eritics of the Commission and
fhat

gave furthier infornmation regarding the e SO canyg

ot e fﬂi_n;u- e Tax dght this vear, 1}('1_‘31.2\'1‘ that we

Ei”'['? o sk, canid we discuss and

advocate the goestions (_Lai.n:.l.zj_\ belore H;c peopie to be voted on g bat

o outside the record and advocate measures upon which na

becagse

not make speaking camsy

tent method of reaching voters, Our

‘-\'"iio-fil an the printed word acall Gaies in the last

wars.and by recoiving printed matter in regard fo measures to be

e the vaters have oot into the halii of reading. Tnterest in our

movement has mereased sinee the adoption of the Tnitiasive and

¥ -

Roefercadmn, and imlerest 5 all }JU

¢ oguestions has increased. The

tiaiive and Refereadum, by “x'\,']'!]i‘]l the people can act divectly npon

mensares. irrespective of candidates and their personal apinions, has

wreathy mereased the ‘,H'I‘H_Liéll' nterest an pablie guesiions,
- z i 1 ]

s o aljection to the Initiative and Referendum that the So-

cialists may e it o put somie of their ideas inio effect Isv popular

vate, Thev can not do that unless

the majarity of the voters approve
of e dden presented. and i the majority do approve. then that is the

23




will of the majority, and that will showld be law. 1t may be true thai

two or tour States mav adopt the Simgle Tax without an amendment
ot thelr constiigtions, i i those Stares the matiee s in the hands of

the Legislatures, which have had the power to adopt the Single Tax
CVET SIRCD “i-’.i‘!..);_-:'i'c~'< ami Poverty” was published, aond the fact ronsins

thai not a single Legiclature has done anvihiz 1;: tor abolish the present

s that have not the fn-
if BT,

svetem of taxation, ‘md the people of the &
ive and Referendum are powerless o act for themselves.

Deblin will conte out to Clregon i 2 Jew months he wiil see the Smg

Tax Hag Aving, becavse we have the power to put the Single Tax

il it would not e oon the

guestion upon the Lallot to be voted on, ¢
Ballot 1! the people did 1ot have the Inttiative. and Referendum”

Western Btarr, of Woestover, Md., spoke of Farel
wehich teav, bie had heen mfa wrmed by oa w'umpun Pend, had dech

“

population from 12000 10 8200 I a very short jime, that the

fosing o population at the rade of aboul five fannlies 5 weel, and
all «

i
vate because all s rovenues are raised by ihe Land Value Tax.

H

\':nwmai-‘m' i

groing Coowhieh s pren

TOOAT A miar

Resplutions on the feath of Leo Tolstol
M. jﬁssﬁ;}h Dama Miller cllered the ollowing re

the death of Leo Toltor, whicl were seconded Ty Henry Geovge, fro,

st on

and adopted by a o
“Whereas,

TR OVOTE T

The news has arrived

Ceommnt Teo Tolstoi, we, the

~inerle

s Tolstoi: and

patliciic greeting 1o

Vhereas, This foremost man of the workl, whoss feachings

aterily anmonaieed his

e i famons in 2l laonds has repe

Bef 1 ihe docivines of Honey Goorge, lor which we stand. and which

g b the Unites] States: thereds

wo nre cngaged in popuiar
“Resolved, T

wt owe deeply deplore the deaih of the

2
IR A0 i a

wrophet and express our hope tat the endorsement by (his mai. on
srophet and express our hope that the endorsement by (his mu, on
whose soul rested so mueh of

TThe barden and the mystery
Of all this unimtelliginle world.”

of those doctrines to which we are ed, and his stateiment that he

vegarded Henry of Americans, mav be the

means of r"lr;m*in;‘;{* :Lllfj-m'mn to the plan of medustral emancipation to
which he lent the weight of his

Mr. Henry George, Jr., scconding the reselutions. said: 1
inke 2 solenin jov 1o seconding these resolviions, The last words of this

sleadid mane”
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great man addressed to me in parting at the e of my visio to him at
sarld that we

Yasnava Polvana woere in relatlon to my father, Ie
should sever meet agam m thes life, and ihat he x-a'q'e'a.',]d SO0 FLCt my
father. He asked me what message he should bear 1o Lim, 1 gave
I the message. 1 believe he is now with my {ather and giving him
that message and the glad tdings of the movement that both of them
worked for jn this world.

“"I‘( RS 111\1< is something peeuliarly itting in the place and man-
ner of 7 eath., It reminds me of that part of the Seriptore
that i‘{*lls; of P\flé):-;\.‘s [eaving his brethren and going o parts snknown
1o die alone. Prosevibed by the churely, proscribed by the govern-

ment—an cutcast, o o speak, in his own country—-this man of

cighty-two, old in vears but voung in spirit, soaght to die apart {rom
his family.
“To me there is something wonderfully Waminating in the atii-
tude of Privilege as we see it reflected in the atterapts of the hisrarehy
bring hint hack into the fold of the chureh: that Merarchy that
meant seomuch pain to the toilers of Russia; that scueht to make the
wers of wood and the drawers of water contented with their lot, and
red them a reward i after life for what thev are robbed of in this
Ahere was no more chance of Tolstoi's going baclk (o that chareh

e

..... < fife than there was of his seeling to go %e) ]zerf!ftion hervealter.
)"“imf xlnluh mennt an oarmed dacs]_mti%m to him for the souls and

bodies of the men and women, not only of Russia, Lat of all Eirope

o me Tolstod was a prophet. T confess that in going to Ruassia
rthat i
vaot what is

T hiad o feeling that lie was an edeentric man, and 1 had a

shontd find him wrapped up with his genius——perbaps iy
commonly called a "eranle” Dt face to face T found a
\'f;"i an understandable man, a man of sweet and fodomitalile spirit
¢t live not 23 a heggar, but as one of the people whaom Lincols:

'?11&_ to call the ‘plain people.”  For the people of Fussia are, in
thic main, Jarmers who give most of tbml subsias

i obd man.

ce to sunpo

mperial government.

! \1 ‘Lh{f lie to all this talk of domestic inlelcity, and T sav thal
the domestic life, as [ saw it at Yasnaya Polvana, was @ ereat love,
Felstol at thirty-four. married a girl of seventeen, who hore hism thir-
teen childien, She stuck to him throngh thick and thin, throagh ali
his spiritual changes. She took care of the matesial side of life, and
Fsaw here, a Bittle more than a year ago. a splendid wonan of
sixtv-five, Tolstol rested upon her. She was a sturdy supporter and =
sweel comforter. 1 came away with the fecling that there was a real

MIRTTING e,
SO course, she had to ook aftcr the welfare of the familv. That
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iving all {0 ihe poor.  She
ol the cmldr*“i e had brought inte the

o

wis why she expostalated with b about

satd that he most net for

sorld. Thercfore it was that Tie gave to her for hersell and their child-
ren the copyrights of Lis earlier works and nevels. Bot to the public

e gave evorvihing olse that D srate, O his later works vou will

find the words, “No Rights Rescrved”  This 3¢ w hy we have seen so

muech of Tolstols recent writines in {he newspapers : why his laiest

writings have been translated inio every anguage and cirenlated so
largrely throughout the world,

Tt the Tast few Lours the greatest spivit i the workd has

A deatl calmiy,

gy

pussod—rthec spirtt of o man whe jooled info e gve
1

caclessly, with the comfidence of a child, (O in the experiences of

the world, horninto groal riches and Z's‘if.EI! and given Lo all the Tux-

uries and dissipations of Iis class, of which he reserved nethine in his

confessions, he was i_mrn agait into e simpler physical and @ new

sprviinal Agreat man: great in every sense of greatness: a man

who left the court of prinees o follow the man borg in the s nouT.

THo e 1 was one of the grear svents of my fde to b

sEpent a
ew linurs under bis roof, and nosw Bis death is 5 e osmiention 15

s lenrs ander s oot and now his death is 2 new nspivation. For
now alt the contradictory things, the things not nuderstandable, will

1

fall away and the wajesty of this pre

will shine out. Great is Tolstol gremter the froth he taught, and

greater stdl will both becomis as {he centuries voll o

Adter a few conclud Conference wl-

g oremarks e Biv, Post, t]
A0 a, Novembsr 200 1910,

ioursed ste die at 5

SESSIONS OF THE JOSEPH FFRLE FUND COMMISSION

Held in New York City Fridap Afternoon, N@r@m!wr I8, Sundop
Morning, November 20; Sundap Hvening, November 20,
and HMondap Morning, November ,:’3 91

O Howe and Lineoln Stef-

i1 was nnamimonsly asreed that 1)
fens be allowed $200 @ month Tor five months, or a total of F1.000, for
propaganda waorl i the Srate of New York

Chairman Miefer w

s nstructed woemploy a competent ass
to aid fum i s office work at Chcinnati.

Pt was unanimousiv agresd that the Appropriation f{n' the work in
1010, 1o November 30, 1001, he %12 GO0,
s to inelude the salary and necessary expenses of Dy, W,

Ciregon from Deceraber

T

wiieh som
L Begleston,
Crrdered that Chairinan Wiefer's report of the work of the Com-

a8
A

o




froan tts nception to December 1, 1900, be printed and sent to

isf of 20,000 names, with a arvculsr sppeal {or funds,
Ordered that the “Merchants” and Blanufacturers” Dooklet” be

printed in comprehensive form and sent tooall the mer
manufacturers of the United States,
ais woere wade with Jobn 20 Whate by whicly Tis con-

Arranguome
tract with the Conunission s exiended ai ]t-"‘d:“.i another voar from
July 1, 1911, with the he
co-egual with the life of the Commission,

that the contract may be made permanent,

Henry Genrge, Jr., was 1o qm sted to taloe up, with FoOHD Monro
the Elhifi(“" of having unificd action between M. Monroe and g

Howe moved considerstion of o depariment devoted (o

A

ies, colleves and schools. Helereod 1o

lectures to be given at univer
Hall, Howe and Sreffens io effect

Aessrs, such an oroantzation,

Fred € Flowe and _lm'{h_m Hall were appomted to tale up wi
AMr T
speakers for Grasges on Land Value Taxaiion, and 0 their mgquiry
1

iom he made to Mro foseph Iels &0 furnish

vron Molt a sugpest

ary, their ady

should prompt a recommendation on Mro Moty
51011,

was o be constdered the advice of the Conmme:

{rean ?_\hfw::‘:; ].)Ei\(iv]'u Purely andd oihers, the Chalr-

HIAl Was chi 1(‘(lif¥ f"i T¢]

To the letiers

b oas follows:
it date, addy
11, was duly received, and v ‘
o and of the Conterence in New fe.sz'}w: €.,fii%.‘.
ure i saying that ihe ] 1
iter did much to clear the atmos;
licnves olved that we

criticising or io thpse o
ust that the ”aum"ﬂ tq}
: -!1111 we lope
!mm:x qu all interested in Single Lz\
to veu, as well as 1o all othe ties
e of whose oriteizm, we are J"r.::mk io admit, s
have been glven.
Heping that we may have vour inierest aund co-operation, we
bt Temain, Yours very iruly,

sion ratifisd the condract made with Lmi? :
by Chairman hiefor, the desire being that Mr. Schimied he given the
full rwo vears to demounsirate the offectivencss or failure of his

The Comnis

program,
W L
any of the Fuud in Pennsvlvama, but that conerete work be done in

Price. of Philadelphia, arged the Commission not to use
1 ) s

2




the States where the g
wle Tax and get the needed object fesson: that the lartor be the

S

H

sole atmy Lo which all ile enerpics and

olde have the palitical 1ools (o secure

resources of the Commits

Bre directed,

ter,

Lo

Addetter from 105, T MeAllister, of Dortdand. Ove, 1o (he Corn-
wission was read. The following exvtracts show the purpurt of the Tet-

which is dated November 12, 1910

Yesterday onr Ei.\:ﬂ"niix-’(- (l_:.!';.z;'riiﬁ' ST, Al
the matter of Dr. feo ! ¢ dis-
cussed wn derail. Dy 'l‘\_‘lt ston’s services are, d'ui lave been,
of inestivealle vaiue, and cvery member o the Comibitee was
of the opinion that it woul ! e an irreparable loss i e shouid
not be retorned o us by the Commussion for (he next two
vears,  We have already outlined our plans for the s
t‘sn”h Tax fight, and i our tax amoendmem is carried 111
dlecks are swept clean, se far as the Constitution is concerned,
tor @ very stmple and clear issue,

T was E‘E,( feeling of onr xn'mn'uf' ¢ that D Egrieston
has the situation fallv i hand, and that he bas a STASD UL
it thai it would require o stranger coming in at le ETRe
momths to wequire. You anderstand, of course, that it is
Ty “Hor ug to have one man, at least, giving all of his
tine to the matter of )m(lmul:r iterature for and 2 B1SwWering
cihje tievins o (le ) 1.1<>1a Tax here in Oregon.

TOur Committer s ananimons in its opinion that D b
leston’s services swould nat Ge as valuable, in the long run, i
given o the general committee in establishing o uh!u!_;_
Burens, or m any other wav, as they would be here in Ore.
o arel for this reason *hm- Join st heartily and unani-
m-msh woasking Mo U'Ren to arge wpon the Commission,
s session In MNew York, as strenvoushy as possible, the
necessity of returning Dre. Fgeleston o this State, 1a Y CO8-
vineed that a single example moa Siate like Oregon, where
the people have hecome progressive through the actyal ex-
perience of governing themselves daring the lasi eizht vears,
will be worth more to our cause than an unlimited ameunt of
propaganda work and endeavor that terminates i Cabmost
wou but fuled” scattered throueh the United States.”

“

Dy wnamimous actinn of the Conunission, the reguest that

gleston he retwmed to Oregon was granted.
Samuel Danviger, it was voted. is 10 continue in the work of ihe
Publicity Barean mnti! Messts, Howe and Steffens shatl have rencrted

an :1::'&‘(-]";{;1?'::!&‘ orgamzation to the Commission,

Willizan P HIL agreed that the campaign in Missouri shall
his entire fne and atiention.

Tl Treasurer was anilovized, as lie was {or 1

0
i

the

5
i

G100

¥,

vear 19 o pay




aut of the und {or such deficit 1 the finances of the Public as the
Pallic Sustention Yund shoukd not be suflicient 1o provide.
saoof Mrooand Mrs.

Chatrman  Kiefer reported the unwillngu
Leouis IF Post to take any increased compensation for the condact of
the Pubbe. They were requested to provide an assistant {for them-

selves i their work.

Fred O Howe and Lincoln Steffens were made Pireciors of the
Publicity Bureau. with {ull power to act, and Menrv George, Jro, was
asked to serve with Messrs. Howe and Steffens.




The Joseph Fels Fund of America
Receipts and Disbursements Mayp i, 1909 to Nopomber 34,

REcuirTa

foseph Velsto Boltem Hall. ... ... $ 3,000 00
Toseph Fels to Tom L. Johnson..... ... ., 34,000 00
————— $33,000 00

Pledges collected by Damniel Kiefer..o . . ... 1H287 39
Iaterest on hanie deposits. ... G315 Ay
an

Sales ol literatiwre, otec T

Diisntrsestpnga,

Stenographers and helpers, in admin-

Printing and stationery, including cost of three

circafar letters ach. §ro0064. 1,941 84
Vostage, including bustage on three circular lot-

ters, 61000 stamps. §
Sundry expenses ..
Greneral activities

on

Lewns to Mealeer and Freeland )
e $45 510 4%

Casy Davawces. -

Toem L Johnson, Treasurer. . I N L
Daniel Ricler oo o 2305 14
Trod

o Mladl oo ©A 0o
e 9101 11

—_—

1914

ERESE]

A1



Details of the Ftem “General Activities”

Frshursed by Bolton }:?;-Jl, Ehode Island, Americnn Single Tax
Lengae, and o Clas, 11 Ingersol!

U!\!!m»\ul by I’UH(JU 1 13} ter Chas 1. Ryan, letter

2,740 41

RO T

“ K. Powell, 133 00
" = and Tom L j-=!m-<;11 I if:wi ) 975 Q0
Teorm L. Johnson 1o Ghio Direct L : L 4
Pablic defiois Jor 1000 o e

Fmil Schmied. explowatinn of Public, Jan. 110 Oct. 31,1910
L3 Ly
ston, 1o November 50, EoARE

ziger, 1o November 30, 435 (0

Publiciiy Department, W G Tiggle
" - Samucl Dan

fiterature [or W € Radcdiffe, request of Tom L. Johneon Tik iy
Crenerally

Anna Theies, rent of New York clab vaeomiso o000 00000 oo
Boston M: vl Co .
':.u Missour, ;n r l)r Wm I‘ Hul

- I\'l'.n'n\..\:.»tat. por ]"*',. (,mntu -
Tobm 70 White, salary and travel:

Colerade and New “\I(\m‘
Colorado. vor John . “io]

Arianna,

Crregon, por WO S0 UTRen, printisg SUTIeTal CRPOTSeS L L




Proeata ventoo oo e R IT: SR

IS

Lo 8 Dickes. ..
Vo Meybolu ..
and expense, Bobert Baker - e

sotrendating his matier

tilroad fare, B 7. Wavser, 16 Cincinati. ‘
Trip of Chairmar to Chie toosee Monrae, 14 90
Be varions trips 1o New York ior
Cxpenses other than fis owrs

Gion

Faspense of Novemboer 1 meeiivg in New York, ... R S0y G

s 13 a0
Gieneral sanadey cxpeivies for olectrician, s, CRrpenter, newspapors,
clipping hureau, extra help, roving, photographs, ete. . e R

Actual Outlap for Direct Legislaﬁon h

By the Joseph Fels Fund Comimission since It was Establishad
Twenty-one Months Aga

In Ohin
in

7 White
In Minnesota, where the Commizsion seni ¥ )
quest of the Minnesora k‘:u:icr.s.._ LR




Annual Statement to the Contributors
to
TaE PUBLIC SUSTENTEW FUND
and to
All Others Wh@ May Be Interested

in the

Success of The Public




The Public Sustention Fund.

Many contributors o The Dablic Sustention Fand are contribntor
for the Joseph Fels Found of America, and it ceems best o sabisit simal.
tanconsty ihe reports of the Josenl Tels Cernmyission and of he
Public Sustention Tund, as o matter of eccomony as well us of convens

ence, Contributors to the Sustention Fumd s well as all others

i
ested v The Public, will find the reports and stafenzents i the o iy
]

Dages,

For purposes of comparison, attention is called to the Jollowing

R 130
$1,153 o3
rlected o pledges .. G884 12 §n i%
Business deficit ap Chie 7,850 00 5,500 B
Cosioof adnanistration. Cincinnati 5 1,454 00 1ans 1
vivibated by Joseph Fels Fund. . . . 1,077 63 i

sl Sebavdedl vwo msths,, oL PN 463 13
Emil Schmied from January 1 to October 31, i

As trustee of The Public Sustention Fund T beg to Ipress upon
all those who desive the continuance of The Public that it is for os (o
say whether it shali continue or cease publication.

The editors, Mr, and Mrs, Post, are keenly desivous that thewr
attitude be understood. They are ceceiving between them S50 7 week
aud mospite of my urgency, they positivels decling Ay Horense.

aper

While no one need he told that much hetter COMPensation is
to Meoand Mres. Past in almost any other field of jonrsalisay at anv
tirne, they want no one to think of them as muking any sacrifice. The
Pabilic is their chitd, and the editing of it is a lalor i_}f rve 1o them,

Yoqgd
Alies

Therefore they resent the occasional intimations that ANYONC Coni
to The Public Sustention Fand becanse of personal consideration for
them.  As [ have frequently siated for then, they will continue le
worlk as long as 1t is wanted of thenn and are ready to discontinue at
any time provided The Public “be given a decent hurial” ax they
PRPTORS Bt

Pavment em pledges for 1910 may ke made now or at the conven-
wence of the confributers. Tnequirics, comunents, and correspondonee
bearing on the subject are at all times weleome,

Yours truly,

Dianyin Wivieg,




Statement of Daniel Kiefer

As Collector and Disburser of The Public Susiention Fond
For the Year Ending Decembar 31, 1910 !

tshv paid on pledees for 1910
Pof 1809 for cost of mailing staicinent that yvear

ecelved on pledges for 191000000, e
fnterest allowed on balances Dy Treasurer.. ... ool
Tontal Ferells o e e e e e

Dalance contribated by Joseph Fels Fund.. ... 00 o o000

Creprr.

business deficit to The Publie, as per accompanying I
statement v Louis ¥, Post. oo 00 i e $4,3000 DO :
Printing and postage, statement 1909 49 75
P irded to The Public our of remitiances made by pledg-

ere, whe inctuded this sum to renew their subscriptions

Gy

For LR papeT. e e e 2G50
coription cards (for three menils to Tihe
stribution amonyg pledgers
ecks through hank. ... .. ]
wnd federated organizats 100 annual sub-

e, 1910 e e 100 00

i for blank s

Prubdicd

I

o of ¢

Foapress - ard tele 3G
Uinpaid checks charged 3 0f
e typowrilmg worko oo oL S8R0 0T




Financial Statement of the Business of the Public
for the Year 1910

From Jannarg § o December 21, boih inclusioe

Drewee.

Surpdus Troey YOO9 L%

D onaations . e

Subsorptinns, sales, et Lo ...

T R Loy T

Pramel Kieder. Trustee. oo oo 0o

Crumr.

Oifice Fxponse (oo L. L.

<
W

Feitorial Expense:

FoPasto oo 00 Ra 00
Alice Thacher Postoo o o 0 o 0 .. .. e
Alice Thacher Trost. ..o .0 . .0 . .. 0,000 06
exoand incidentals. ..o o0 526 35

e MY S0

Lo

Cyther salan

Manuincturing Expense:

Paper oo Lo daRs e
Printing ... . o AR aT
e BRGS0
Alatling Expense:
THE e SER 15
| Postage oo 02 04

! : e B0 151
Cash Assets:
. Rank balaviee oo . 20058
Pestoffice depostt .o o0 oL 8460

]

SUMMARY,

i By Ry L O
Pusiess receifhis . oL

Buasipess deficlt Lo o SR 53
Surplus from 19100 111 60
Fomations oo L e e 32 62

Diandel Kiefer, Trustee. . oo oo oo H,500 06

shosurplus o e e




Comparison of Finances for the Years 1908, 1909
and 1210

Janu&ry 1 to December 31

Toxpepsy ' 1908 1909 1910
Editorial and office. .,............... $6,633 04 $6,8338 30 57410

Manufacture ... L. 6,673 31 6,155 0 6,864 &

Mading oo 969 24 874 33 1,106

16

2

14

Tetalo oo BT 59 B15.882 02 $15.464 S8

Bosivess Recrprs:

Subseriptions, ete. ..., . ... $T018 89 $5,875 44 $8,006 89
Advertising ... oL R 14146 17 337 35 57 85
Toialo oo $2,454 56 6,432 7o 9054 21
Tusiness deficit ... ... TR $3.313 03 $7450 13 $6.410 6
Orrer RecripTs: o
Surplus from previous year........... ... ... $ 27 33 § 1t on
Domations ..o oo oo 120 35 3420 2362

Daniel Kiefer, Trustee......... ... . 6,000, D0 7,250 00 6,500

06

Total.ooooooo $6,120 56 $7,561 73 $6.644 22
Cashosurplus ..o o e ET AR $I11 60 $233 58




Comparison of Circulation

On the 31st dap of December. 1998, 1989 and 1910

. [HIRE. 10409
FLOD SubSeTIplOIsG ©oor e e 3,541 5,810
RS e e 17
25¢ e . aan 741
Total paid oo G700
Pxvhanges L0 oo e U5 941
Totalmatt oo TGRS ToA0;
Tnercase of press cdition over previous year..... .., ca
Decrease of press odition from previous year. ... ... . ... S 400
increase of 100 subscriptions over previeus year. .. ... ...,
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