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PORT WASHIN
gept, 12—Lawson Furdy, one of
46 grand torch-hearers in the his-
oric New York Uity crusades for)
tax . vefprms, woning régulations)
and  improvement of tepemeant
puitdings, will pe a vigorous: an
years 0l@ fomerrow. S
ey wast tHiFtEED years of my
iife,” he sald at his home hsrs,
fhava been those since 1244 his
marriage to  the former Mrs
Helene Wezeisen, a widow.

They have {raveied around South
Arericap and out io ‘the ‘South
Seas, Twice they visited Europe.
Mr, Purdy learnsd {o drive a ©ar
at the age of 77, and they wade)
trips down South, although he gave
up driving at 83 pacaiise of sight
problenid.

Rack in 1937, Mr. Purdy relived]
from his last “gainful employment”’
— controiler of Trinity Thurch. But
even now. he said, his “days are
tpo short” for all ihe things he
wants in do. He serves as frusise
o Trinity Coliege in Connecticut’
snd the Provident Loan SBoclety,
amd is & beard member of the Ris-
gell Sage Woundation. Hs ig Active
president of the Rebert Schalkern-
tacn Foundation, named for a
printer whe left $300,009 to spread
ihe tax reform, free trade and po-
ntical economy idess of (Henry
{Feorge.

Teod in Tax Reform

it was Mr, George’s hook, YProg-
vess and Poverty,” that enticed Mr,
Purdy ouf of a banknote cOMTARY,
and ip 1586 led to the “great joy”
of hecoming secrelary, of the New
Torle Tax Reform Association—
af 2 cut in salary, Mow terminated.
the agsociation fought successfully
iy abolish ad valorem ltaxes on
pergonal property in the eity and
to improve real estate nasessing.

Wowadays, Mr. Pucdy also

writes, Mot memoirs. He is analys-|

lof land, ihat detevmines price.

Imors than one mile from & railroad

dwant to get it out,” he said. I¥s)

i He was vice chairman of the com-

rerera 1818 to 1933, snd chajrman

ue, He believes if iIs gocessibility.
rather than the aggregaie amount

Compiaters rarvely used to live
¥

station: now {he auiemobils has
stretehed thelr radius to as much
as five miles somforiably. )
The study may never be printed,
but that wen't grieve Mr. Purdy.
“Tf T'yve gol something in. me, I

“the joy of working.” :

My Purdy was president of the
New York City Depariment of
Taxes and Assessments under
tires Mayors from 1906 to 1917

mission that drew up the city's
first zoning law in 1916, He wasz
secretary of the commisgion that
led to the 1839 Multiple Dwelling
taw. He was general director of
the Charity ©Organizafion Society

of the city’s Emergency Work and
Relisf Administration in 1832 and
1933,

He iz prondest of the bills hej
pushed throogh in 1802 and 13086
to reguire that real estate aBHRGE-
ments bhe separated fo show land
and total value, and to compel pib-
lication of assessment rolls so thal:
citizens could betier study them,

Ziciped $o Profect Gains

He recails how BRobert W. De
Yorest, president of the Chavity
Organization Society, held that "o
social law is good for much of it
doesn’t have people to safeguard|
it after enactment. Mr. Purdyp
thus served on a civie group thatl
npheid the 1961 Tenement House
Law. He was vite chaivman of}
the similay Mew Tork oning Come{
mittee, Inboring from 1816 to 1942,
and chairman of the Buitiple]
Dwelling Law Commitiee, working
from 1928 to 1933

The zoning  law fight, he re-
cailed, was coupled with a success-
fui effort to promots zoning laws
over the nation. “People said that
the Suprere Court of the United,

States wouldn't allow =2 man's
property to be taken away from
him,” he recalled. “So we wanted’
a lot of other peopls o put in laws
as soon #s we could so ihat the

pourt would Be slow to change
them.”

|

ing factors that increase land val- ;
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