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A GAME THAT NEEDS RAIDING,

A gentleman occupying » govern-
ment position abjects to the Single Tax

as follows:

e | GWR 4,088 aeres of timber and
agricaliural Jawmd in Vieginia, o
which my fTamily have padd fawes
since BYEE, st fromendous  per
sonal sacrifices,. My taxes on fhis
P«mci are now confiscatory or noarly
ge. "

The man who urges his personal -
. real or smaginary, as an chjee-
tion to a proposition for the general
good, can not complain if others nrge
their interest as an argument the other
way, His argiment amounts to this:

“E don’t care i land monopoly is
creating poverty, distress, vice and
crime.  oown 4,080 acres of Innd,
andl iF T omomst e made to lel go in
avder o remddy the situnation, then
P odon’t want i remedied.”?

Such selfishpess s shortsighted, Tt
15 better o live under  condiions
where every one hag at all times the
opporiunity o earn @ hving, thin to
awn 4,080 acres under comdifions which
may at any thme deprive one of such a
chanee.

[t appears that this famuly having for
190 vears held on to Jand which they
il not uze, in the hope of fmally mak-
ihg oihers pay them a profit for the
privilege of using i, objoot to having
their hobl hroken at this late day.

It s certain that had the Single Tax
been in aperation since 1726 this fam-
iy would be better off.  {ts members
would have been spared the tremendous
persoval sacrifices and  confiscatory
taxes required to hold on, for they
would mot have held. But the land
woukd have remained just where 3t i
and any time this gentleman or any of
s atcestors had wanted to gse it the
opportunity would have been and still
would be theirs without tremendous
sacrtfices or any more taxes than the
opporiunity would be worth., I this
land had been occupted and used by
others in the meantime there would be
pleniy other land open just as good,

But such conditions wouid offer no
chance to levy ioll o indnstry, and i i
much to be feared that it is in the bhope
af vet bewng able to do that, that owr
correspondent objects to the Single
Tax, and holds on in spite of taxes
which he feels to be “confisentory or
mearly so0.” Bui does not the public
good require abolition of such power to
take without adeguare return, wealth
produced by others? '

The gentleman’s arguinent is like
that of one svho has sat all night at a
poker game and continoally !mf Bt
who objects to bresking up of the
game in the hope that a new victis
might drop in from whom he mnghi
win, 1t weuld be better for all com-
cerned that the police ratd the gpame.
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