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ORGANIZED LABOR’S NEGLECT

The mervonsness of organized !abnr over re-

. newal of immigration is probably well grounded.

With unemployment on_the increase, and an in-
dustrial depression in view that may last several

© years, an increase in the supply of labor must
. have a disastrous effect oo wages. But has or-

ganized labor done all that it could cr shoumld
to ward off -unemployment and an industrial
depression? Has. it left undone certain thlngs

" which, if done, would have made the coming of

Imraiprants an adventage to all? If so, why not
pay_some, attention o this neglected du!:y

‘Why should there be wremployment when in-
deuhla]s able. and willing to work are in need of

thmgs that [abor can produce. Why should there -

be involantary idleness when labor applied to the
natural resources of the United States alone could
prodiee enough to supply the wants of the world ?
‘Why should immigration from Fforeign lands
create or ‘add to pressure for employment when
by far the greater part of the nation’s natural
resources are unused? In view of these facts
why should there be unemnployment now, or why
should there have heen a high cost of living —
which is still with we—due to shm'tage of pro~
duction?

Of course the obvious answer to i:hese ques-
tions iz that although the natural resources of the

United States ave ample to supply the wanits of -

the world and furnish luxuries hesides, they are
held as pnvate property and ean be used only on
the owners’ terma. Bgeauwse these terms have
beeri becoming more and more gnerous, because
prices for city lots are go high that it "does not
pay to build on them, besause rents of improved
larids have mounted so thal it does not pay to do

business on them, because coal and other mineral ;

tands cost so much—swhen they can be bought at

all—that they canmot be worked profitably; and

beeatse farm lands have boomed so that a farmer
who pays the prices asked must work at a loss,

t!m g-reater parl; of the land of ‘the cotmtry whmh

‘gofrié oties wants to use is being mﬁlhﬂ& in ad—

dition production #hd frade are farthél™ Qis-
couraged and impeded by a tax systefn thaf i

poses heavy burdens on industry and bears lis
on the privilege of holding, valuable lati
consequently no wonder that a high cost;
prevails, that in spite of a shortage in ne

population of only 88 to the sguare mile;
50 crowded and so lacking in opportmn
work that the cummg ar prospei:tave Cormitlg _of a

courses - th

power of landlords to hold vafuable Tand. (xut of
use be taken from them, While this may be done
in more “ways than one, the most colivenient. would
be to talve for public use the entive rental valtie of
afl lands, exclusive of improvéments, and abolish
all taxes on labor and its pmducts. '1_,"[1 other
course, is to demand stoppage of immnigration.
whieh, tThough it will not put an end to existing
unemployment wmst prevent to some exfent 1ts
intensification. The first course is by 18

fairer and mord effeciive. Bul to put 11; i ﬁmt
powerful opposition must be overcome, the tpposi-
tion of every predatory interest, fogether with the
opposition of ignorant, misguided ¢r deluded. la-
borers. TFor this reason, perhaps, organized j=hor
has chosen the easiér way, It is ieavmg the
pre&atory interests alope and attacldrie Immigra-
tion. This course suils the interesis perfeefly.
So'long =:s they can control opporfunities they can
manage during normal times. to make the figmber
of jobs =& litile Iess than the Bumber of enr snd
keep wages down to the bare Hiving point  So
they are glad that labor is pot attacking their
Jegatized right to hold opportunities
It suits them that the poor immigrant. i
instesd. But why would it not be far better for
organized labor to concentrate its eﬁm.'ts on its
real enerny'f




