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“The National Grange, In session at Boston,
" adopted resolutions bearing on taxation which de-
1\ sexve dttention. The resolutions state:

" g favor th enachvent of a law that will secare a
fais and equitsble teaxtion of bank property, whether per-
Sens]

[
“For.gtite and. national.. -DuIgoses - we. favor. an .ade-.
1ate and equitable systém of imcome and inheritance
‘Taxed as a source of permanént income.

“Rzcess profits, loxury and exercise taxez afford just
and equitable methods of meetmg wnnsual govermnental

"@Al; taxes honld be levied su ag to emeourage home
;.r(_ow-nmg apd to distowrage speculation m:d tenantry, so far
@ sound, public palicy will permit,

grange oppasés a general szles taxe because in
effect it is a ceneumplion tix znd adds an unfair burden
- to all porchesers without yeferences to their ability fo bear
ihe added burden.”
This program is far from being a:]tog'ether
‘cléar, and to. the extent that it is clear, is not
altogether sound. Such expressions as “faJr and
equiteble,” “adequate and equitable” and “just
© and eiuifable” are practically meaningless so long
- 28 there is nothing to show what these farmers
eonsider the proper principle to which-all taxation
~‘shonld conform. Probably no banker will dispute
Tl publn: ab Jeast—thai there should be *“a fair
" sand eqiotable taxation of bank property “upon the
basis that other property is taxed.” Nevertheless
it is also probable that there would e a very wide
" divergence of opinfon between the Grange and a
2+ Bankers’
: 4 law designed to fax bank property. If the
".Grange holds that in order to be equitable; pro-
paged taxes should not fall on any income or prop-
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x-rezl, upon the'basis that other property is fased.-

iation concerning the provisions of -

erty honestly earned by the r‘&u;nen:ﬁ o1
then #t stands en solid ‘ground, T it
heavy taztes on unearned inéomes and
of property not rightfully ewned.]
of title thereto, then it.is on the right
ation so- levied weuld aot only be-
‘be & boom to-the-working- farmer
wealth producers,

The Grange is both desar and eormc!: its
opposition to the sales tax, Tt offers a Soind ob-
jeetion that such'a tax adds A und
all purchasers. It is strange thaf it
that the same applies te every tax Jesk
or labor products.

The endorsement of taxes fo emouq:a.
owning znd discourage speenlation my
mean a land value tax or nothipg o
courage Home-owning the cost of dwe]]mgs a;nd of
everythinig that goes inbo them must

and homte sites must be chédpensd: .. Hobses,

household goods and houséhold supph
cheapened by levying taxes upon them.” They can
be cheapened by exempling-theri- fro
and the exemption sheunid begin with the, produe-
tion of raw matexial for their mariuf and
extend to machinery and other oy
to produetion. To cheapen horie sites and.?

courage tenaniry, specolation. most B diseonr-
aged, as the Grange suggests. To sobomy) sh “this, |
a land value tax is mecessary. Ti is to pre-
sume that the Grange delegates who pagsed. the
regolutioiis were aware of this, but preferred that
it be made kuown in the éourse of d:scus&sum

i Propaganda productions have been wmwelcome to
meving picture producers until very recently. ' “People go
io the theatre to be enterfained. They dom't want to be
% loetured,” has heen thefr argament. But now this attitnde
N is changing. The Naiional Association of the Motion Pic-

:  tore Industry has an “Amerieanism Committee” to push
" prodnchnn of strictly prapagmrda pietures. The coromit-

" tee’s iden of “Ameri * is an stioning, decile
acceptance of economic conditions as they are, and an

- irfegigtible inclination te indnige in uprestrained vielence

- toward ail whe would betber them, The committee be-
- Heyes furthermore: that this is the spirit fhat Congress
" ‘Wishes to propiagate, for the Publicity Director of the
Metyy Pictures Corporation of New York City puts at the
head of hig announcements o the press that the work is
“im co-operation with the Conpress of the Unifed States.”,

Tt tokes ast co-operate. So, according to
i

" in a'bm{esqne performance. For ingtemes, one of the
plags, enht]eﬁ, “Strangers Bewnre,” haz for its hero the
fan:ulmr libetms $ts:ge c:mwhne' of an I:L':shman wha

“REEL” AMERICANISM PROPAGANDA

tion, Cﬂngress 3§ do-opérafing -

“Why there is 5o much poverty in America” Hi svféet
heatt s worried aboul his going o so “‘dmgemn‘g‘ a
ploco. Later in the evening she passes by the I:%JI.;’

find that the hero has singlehanded thmshed i
aodienee. His esconse is thal “these thiavin” fufmgners
were ImoeXcin® -lmenm_"

afueed

axation, -
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