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{By Bolton Hall)

“They have yaised the tax on my land $100,
s0 you must pay me $150 more for the place you
aceupy.”’

“T am paying all 1 can afford now, sir, or as
much as I can get another place for, which is just
as gond.”

“But vou havs a business establishment there
which you do not wani {o lese by getting out.”

“Iam sorry that youe tax has been vaised, or
that you bet on the wiong horse, or have had any
other loss, but T will only pay ;what T oan get
another place as good for, snd T am paying that
now,”

“But they ave going to vaise the tax on all the
buildings, too.”

“Um,” says the tenant, “then T'wm afraid, siv,
that Jones won't put up those new apartmenis in
this section 77

“No, he has decided not to, although the city
is growing., Your lease expires next May. Vou

will have to pay me more then, because thers
won't be so many houses vacant.”

“T can’t do it,” says the tenapt., “] BIN paYIng
all T can afford to now.”

You'll have to”

“T won't, T can’t, 'll move to another town,
or take a smaller house, or go out of business, §
see now what those Single Taxers are atter: they
want to increase the taxes on vacant fand which
i3 wanted for houses and factorvies and quarries
and mines and stores, so that it will be less profit-
able to refuse to let people use such land. And
they want fo take the taxes off honses so that it
will be more profitable to build houses, Tl look
into that single tax, Ii's move than a fad.”

“Cutrageovs,” eried the fandowner, “if such
tellows as you are going to look intc things like
that, 'l have to—to—to lock out.”

“¥ou'll have to do more than that, sir)” said
the tenant., “Youw'll have to get out”
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Economics for Ex-Service Men--—-and QOthers
“How could the money be raised for {this Moreover Secretary Lane urged the purchase from
honus ?” asked Congressman Kitchin, of Neorth iand speealators of unused l;mdi» te be resold tob

Carclina, of Hdward D. Ifale, representing The
Veterans of Foreign Wars, whe wag urging legis-
lztion granting a bonus to ex-service men. “There
is a public debt of $26,000,006,004 now,” Mr.
Hitehin said further, What Mr. Hale said in reply,
the Associaled Press did not report, but it is not
fikely that he had much difficulty in disposing of
‘ihe chjection. The Associated Press would not
have failed to veport it had he been stomped. How
could the money be raised?  Is there no other ob-
jection? I not, there is no excuse for delay. It
i5 not necessayy o add to the public debt. It can
all be taken fmm the one interest which Mr,
Hitchin helped to exempt entively from war fax-
ation, the land speculating interest, What iz more,
Mr. Kiichin is aware of that faef, or ought to he,
for his attention has been called thel elo more dmn
cnce.  Mr. Iale and his feliow members may not
have known the needlessness of that guestion.
They were busy in France at the time that Mr.
Kitchin, then Chairman of the Ways and Means
Commitiee, presided over hearings on the war
revenue act, So they probably did not hear that
the Commities was urzed to avoid bond issues and
piling up of war debts, “and its attention was called
to the possibilily of conseripting wealth to carry
on the war as men were conscripted. They did
not hear that organized farmers, organized labor
and many civie organizations urged a federal tax
on land values as a source of war revenue, Eep-
vosentatives of the National Singie Tax League
also appeared before the Committee, directing its
attention to the fact that it was allowing lanﬁ‘%
wih a rental valne of five billion dollars to escape
taxation. But it was all in vain. My, Kitchin and
his colleagues preferred to tax children’s ice cream
cones and movie tickefs snd to burden unborn
generations with a monstrous debl.  And now,
m.th land values, snd especially vacant land values,
still N,dpmﬂ war taxation, while the kiddies are
still paving on their ice cream, Mr. Kitchin asks:
“How could the monev be raise d’? Ig hig memory
50 poor?

Tn his farewell address, Secretary Lane called
attention to the failure of Congress to make any
provision for the opening of unused lands to for-
mer scldiers. That Congress did not puat into
gifect the specific proposition put forward by Sec-
retary Lane does not call for any criticism. Secre-
tary Lane had urged that Congress repeal the

_mistake made at t’ne end of the Civil War by turn-
ing publicly owned lands over to private owners.
The effect of that policy is seen todcw in incress-
ing agricultural tenantry throughout the praivie
aintes and the erowth of an idle landinrd class.

settlers on longtime payments. That wonld have
been a fine thing for the speeniators, hut not so
fine for taxpayers, who would have to advance the

money for the settiers who would be paving back a

the money for the rest of their lives and of the
lves of their ehildren. This would not only have
been burdenzome, but unnecessary. Every inch
of unused valuable land could be o vened to settie-
ment at once without payment of 2 cent of tribuie
to speculators or levy of a dollar in taxation on in-
’iu‘:‘i?\

If Congress and state legislators would
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shift all taxes from labor and labor producis onto .
land values, the hoiders of valuable lands would:!

be forced to let them be used.
other ctizens would getf their opportunity, If
Secretary Lane had urged this, instead of the pre-
posterons scheme that he (liid Congress would
probably have been cqually neﬂhwent but its
negligence would have been far less d fensible.
What Secretary Lane did not do, the friends of
ex~service men can do. They can ipsist that Con-
gress cease ils do-nothing wolicy and force the
opening of unused opportunities everywhere, with-
out payving speculators for such a pesull,

land wvalues that Congressman Kelly of Pennsyl-
vania hag introduced, That is a practical way to
zo about opening the land to the people.

Ex-soldiers and

They |
might ingist on passage of the bifl for taxation of |

Senator Poindexter declares his objection to
the pending covenant of the League of Nationg to |

be that it is designed te bring abont international
free trade.
wrong., Free trade ig esgsential to permanent in-
ternational peace.  And no league of nations can
be a ieague of peace

The pity of it is that the Senator is *:

undess it provides for total .

sholition of all artificial barviers to international

trade.

be as hard to maintain peace between them as be-
tween the Balkan nations. Because there is free
trade, peace between the states has only been
broken onece, and that breach was due to a legal-!f
ized predatory interest, even worse in degree than
the tariff-protected interests.

If absolute free trade did not prevail be-
tween the states of the union it would probably |

|
|
|
|

Avpparently Sena-!

tor Poindexter vealizes thig fact, for on no ather
can he base his suspicion of free frade inten-

tions; larking behind the League. IF the backers
of the League would make it a league of peace,]
they must Cheil‘%h hones of l}@hshi'ﬁg costom-
houses, Unfortunately evidence of such intentios
is lacking., Senator Poindexter, if he has no other
reason for opposition, may ‘seai assured that he!
can support the covenant, and, in doing so, d:)
nothing whatever to advance either free trade ori
peace, unless it be by presentation of an {}b]ect
legson of how not to do i, !




