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The death of Samuel 5. f{-'l‘el", in
Philadelphia, June 23, at 99 ig 2 re-
minder of & curious concetion b%: wWeen
soup and the single tax theorics of
Henry {George.

e than any other individuzai
el els kept the xmﬂlp tax theory
alive by his generous contributions to
publications, lectures and the distri-
bution of Henry George's book, “Prog-
vess and Poverty,” fivst published
1878

In S#n Antonie, an ardent believer
in single tax®was the late Senator 'W.
T.. Black. In Houston, for 2 number of
years, a modified {form of the tax was

employed by exempting smoney in
panks from city taxation. _

George’s book and his other writings
ncea”ﬁbe proposition that the anly
wealth which should be taxed iz the
fand. fe ars 'Tuwi hat one tax on land
could meet all governmental expenses,
equalize the uneven burden of the
many kinds of faxes, which were im-
posed aven In the 70%, and more par-
ticularly tend 1o force utilization of un-

ad

¢ for the owners io hold.

Under the George theory, for ex:

ingle Tax

med land by making it too expon-

S Povtonis

£ %#&i‘@w Hewg
araple, a vacant lot next t.{} a skysmfapu
er would be taxed as highly as the land.
onwhich the skyseraper had been huilt |
and George argued this would tend to
more building in order to get revenues
from which taxes could be paid, and
also tend to curb uneven develonment
w cities.

 Samuel TFels, whe, by the simple
process of adding naphtha to a bar of
soap, started a fortune, became a con- |
verl to the single tax theory, and for
the remainder of his life heavily {i-
nanced single tax propaganda.

It Is estimated thar during his jong
business career—he was at hiz desk
every day until the brief illness which
ended his life—gave away 340 miliion-
tor many philanthropies. Usually e
gave with the condition his name be |
not disclosed. His schooling ended at |
16, When he was 30 he was consideyed
a doubtful rigk for life insurance.

With 2 brother in Philadelphia he
started making soap in the kilchen,
and peddled it 1o local stores. Around i
1890, nine years after the soap firm/
was started, he introdoced naphtha mf
the process,




