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ME., CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN OF THE COM.
MI=SION:

1 eome befove you to advocate the passage of an smendment
to the Constituiion of the State, striking oui the words pro-
§‘s@r£wnm and” from the clag Article 1V, Section 1, Chapler
1, Part the SBecond, which now reads as follows:
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“And to tupose and levy proportional and re
able assessmients, vates and taxes, upon all the
ﬁlz wiants of, and persons resident, and estoies
within the said Commonwealth:”

Suah an amendment was passed by the Legislalure of last
'§M an overwhelming majorily, and if agam passed by the
ature, it will then come before the people for rati-
ﬁw zisf}u i NMovember, 1014,

I shall first endeavor to establish whal sl ould be done to
fessen the burden of taxation in I and shall then
point onut thai the proposed smendme at is neede d to give the
Legisl qiuw the power 1o make the requisite changes in the laws.

The Burden of Tazation Unduly Heavy

The ease with which any community carries the burden of
taxation depends not by any means altogether on the amoeunt
of revenue to be raised, but on the manner in which the taxes
are levied, and on the manner in which they are spent.
Ilevied on some claszes of properiy have the effect of vesin :
trade, curiailing production, and checking the emplovment of
labor, and are therefore a great burden on the Communiiy,
while other taxes have no such effect, O the other hand, unwise
expenditure of the revenue obiained from taxes decreases the
prosperily of the ecommuonity and makes the burden of taxation
more seversly felt.

At the present time in Massachuseiis the burden of taxation
iy growing havder and harder to bear, and vet the revenue ob-
tained seems in many places 1o he entirely inadequate for con-
winity needs and results in undue parsimony I carrving out
veeded Improvements, or in the fatal habit of borrowing 1o pay
current expenses
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the assessors and they have no choles but to assess al Tull value,
it is then mmpossible to enforce the law fully and equiiably;
vet not to enforce it brings the law mio contempt, bluats the
public conscience and puis a premium on trickery and fraud,

The fact is that all the taxes above referred to, on buildings
and other improvements to land and on all personal property,
tangible and intangible, tend to hamper and restrict trade and
production, io keep capital and labor idle, and to add io the
cost of living. The things we buy are enhanced in price by these
taxes to a far greater extent than most of us realize, and if thesze
extra prices had to be paid as taxes so that their smount was
apparent lo everybody, the people wouldn’t put up with them
for a day.

But perhaps it will be said, “What are we going to do about
it?  Taxes are absolutely necessary to carry on the government.
Therefore, even if they are burdensome, we must put up with
them.”

Beneficial Effect of Tazes on Land Exclusive of Improvements

Before answering that question, it will be well to consider
the effect of taxes on the land exclusive of improvements, and
when we come to do so, we shall find that there exists a striking
difference between the effect of such taxes and the effect of fhe
taxes already mentioned. We shall find that far from discourag-
ng !Hdlibtl““ and enterprise and restricting trade and production,
that taxes on land, exclusive of Improvements, levied in propor-
ton to its selling value or price, have just the reverse effect.
In this fact lies the solution of the tax problemn, and it is necessary,
therefore, to establish it with care proportionate to its vilal
imporiance.

A tax on a piece of unused or madegoately used land is a
direct inducement to the swner, cither to utilize his land prop-
erly i order to secure an income with which to pay the tax:
or, i he is unable or unwilling to utilize his land, the tax is an
inducement to sell or rent to someone else who can use it
to advaniage; and the greater the tax, the greater the induce-
went. Such a taw, then, encourages the use of land, which
means the employment of capital and labor, Further, since this
mducement to use, sell or rent is an inducement to all land
holders sirunltanecusly, the competition among them tends to
eliminate speculative values and hence 1o open wp the land
at reasonable prices to those who ean make good use of it
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that the land ¢ ancouver has proved io be
the loval tax ;m sbhlern, but the levy on land val
is s1ill muek 100 low for the hest sconomic results, and in
sequence Yancouver has noi Ean able fo escape a speenlalive
infiztion of land prices followed by ecollapse with the usu
ax Og.'l}_]i’i"ii'“'“'i(“'i'i'i of mdustrial distress,  What Vancouver should
do now i3 to merease the tax rale on land values, sten by slep
until finally the tax iy so high that it will no longer pay to held
vahiable land except to wiilize 1. In this way speculallen in
the needs of the people will cease, and, the same fime, the
city will obtain a much larger revenue than ever before and
wil! be able to carry out many wunicipal mprovements which
today are 'ii?]ﬁ{}.“:.,vl}}lf:’ excent by borrowing,

The fact
the solution

H

What Massachusetis Should Do

Here In Massachusetts we should {ollow a similar course.
We should by a series of sieps increase the taxes on land values
and at the same iline decrease the taxes on Improvements and
on personal pmpertv contimuing the process until all taxes on
improvements and persousl property are sbolished, and the
taxes on land values bave been increased to such a point that it
will no longer pay to own valuable Iand excepl to make use of it

Effect of Public Expenditure on the Value of Property

We can look at this question from still ancther angle snd
again reach the conclugion that o tax on land valees only will
vield the necessary revenue with the least ;‘}{)méi‘}%@ burden on
the people. We can secure thiz point of view best by asking
curselves the question: “"What effect does the expe nditure of
FEVERUS ubi&.u:ed from taxes have upon the market value of dif-
ferent kinds of property?”’ We are all aware that o the ity or
town revenue is spent for five or p{}‘ice pmtﬁ{’ﬁ(}m and for im-
proved transporiation, educstional and wue:at N %’aeﬂities, that
the ciiy or town becomes wore desirable to live or work in,
ponulation mereases and in r.‘.c.‘ﬁ‘;‘:au‘g'lum{*{* i‘ i“e veal eéﬂ;aiﬂ values
tnerease.  Dut, on the other hand, we often fail to realize that
this imcrease in venl estale value is merely an increase i lthe
value of the land resdlting from %§1<, l’é*"“&hi“i d(imﬁi age of ils
location, and iz not an increase in the value of the buildings
or other inprovements that are upen the land. No amount of
expenditure for improvements can Increase the markel
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above whal it wonld

value of a baldme, or o

cost to reproduce 16, and the same thing s true of an antomo-
bile, a piano, or a machine in a factory. Neither can such espen-

ditare in(ivzm the value of intangible property, such as & band
or a stock certificate, excepl In a0 far as it may represent
land 1 the communiiy,

Land values, on the other hand, are, generally speaking,
rising rapidiy all over the Untied Mates as the vesult of ihe
actevities of the people, the expenditure of their taxes, and be-
savse of the steady growth of population. These incvesses are
sioply stupendons n the olties, and they acerue, not to the
people as & whele who created them, hut to those few who own
the titles to the land,  Not wntidl ihe huge ventuls on the land
have been earned and paid i(} these few landowners can any
profits be secured by the empl :‘i ers of labor who are thus dis-
couraged and restricted in business.  Thus opportunities for
Iabor are also ﬁmhw ok zmd 25.1)0':*{7';";4»; competing wmong them-
selves for jobs erovwd wages down e the minmmuom,

Binee, then, land Es;: cortly property which is increased in
valoe as the resull of public activily and expendiure, it would
seem Lo {ollow, even without vecourse 1o ﬂi@ preceding or any
other argument, that this s the only form of property which
should be taxed to furnish the revenue.
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The Copsiifutional Beauirement an Obsiacis to Reform

westion of the proposed constitutional
! has, with absolute fnality,
wroporitonal” ss to za~u~*i< P unconstite-
- all classes of properly {except
ai ‘%% samme rate.  Hence it is nol
nOW pers :zwil Je to ‘e“'t‘ff.?.i,z.(m the tay rale on improvemenis and per-
sonal properly unless ab the same Lime the tax rale on Lmd is
also reduced. Nor i3 it now permis le fo mnerease the tax rate
on land upless ot the same time the lax mie on improvemenis
and on ;}vi’w;* “xi ; roperty s also increased.
5? ils&* iw';}"?@ iw*’@ jl%'\it re‘x’iif%{%{§ 8

%‘i ii"!z*‘iwz} ak

,.i‘_ﬁ..wb of i n;}c

v, provided m,ur?i
t valve; and
rate which js

'2;@.9:;1{35, sinee 1 pe vits bhe ?I{\ii?p{ noof an
from taxation ander the geners] property t

property Is laxed on income instead of on mark
further, does nob imsist that the income lax










. Will you:be wopﬁ Qﬁa;mﬁ after reading it yourself, &o Tend
it to one of your friends to ready get it back from him and lend
it to another friend; and so on wntil yonr have gone the round of
as many of your @aawmwawxsqoz as you can think of. I fsel sure
that though all who rend it may not at once confess to complete
conversion Lo single-tax @%wsawwwmm. none will Ye in exactly the
game condition of awsm after reading it as before,

Thanking vou in mﬁcwaw pation for your assistance in giving
the pamphilet s wide = owﬂazww+%o§ s 1 within your power, and
ag it certainly des serves,

I am )
Yours truly,
Alex WMackendrick, Secretary.
Pe B. The cost of printing and wmailing this pemphlet is being

defrayed by private subseription. If you wish to contribute
Sowards this cost to the @wﬁm@ﬁ of say fifty cents or a dollar,
sueh & aoﬁdﬁwdﬂﬁeas will Ve welcome.
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S w.ﬂm would simply take: mou mum ooBEﬁBG what belongs to the community, the value that attaches fo land by the growth of the
: SNEHEEQ. leave: sacredly to the' individial all ‘that balongs fo Em individual"—Henry George.




LEWIS .J. JOHNSON

HENRY D. NUNN
PREGIDENT

FIRBT VICE-PRESIDENT

ROBERY E: BLAKESLEE

FREASURER HEADQUARTERS

RoOM 529, 120 BOYLSTON STREET

OFFICE HOURS

DALY, EXCERPT SATURDAY, 2 TO 5. P.M,
SATURDAY, 10 TO 12 A.M. FRIDAY, 7.30 TO 9 P.M.

ALEX. MAGKENDRICK,
SECRETARY

JOHN R, NIGHOLS.
: FIELD BECRETARY

CHARLES A, BARRY
REGISTRAR

BOSTON, MAss.,

Dear Tellow Member,

.

Wr. xaﬁﬁﬁﬁ ia wwovﬁdwﬂ koot &

active @n@@Wqﬁgw s 0ne ase I :&;Nbﬁ in matters
taxation in 1ta selfecte
wha

: | upon comherce and indust
o regpact., We have thought 1t wis
T

Tommnithes on Toention nwrinted  andl ane wleh wew

Tn the naws of the Executlve 0@H§Haﬁwaw I enrne
at you will amw%%mpmw e m@ the pamphl @ﬁ I now gend %oﬁ.

WILLIAM L, GARRISON. JA.
| 'SECOND. VICH-PRESIDENT

VIASSACHUSETTS SINGLE TAX LEAGUE, INC.

THE SINGLE TAX MEANS
. THEUNTAXING OF BUSINESS :
THE UNTAXING OF LABOR

THE UNTAXING OF
AGRICULTURE

THE UNTAXING OF HOMES

INCREASING THE TAX ON SITE
VALUES

Feb. 25, 1916.

u.f..:w

to oyou as one of our most

reiating %o

: ry, entitle him
aa ko have his pmgﬁw s oy

Aoy yameren



