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The Single Tax
Vhat ;?_;515 and Why We Urge It

""" BY HENRY GEORGE

I shall briefly state the fundamental prin-
ples of what we who advocate it call the
ngle Tax.

We propose to abolish all taxes save one
ngle tax levied on the value of land, irre-
ective of the valne of the improvements
or on it : 4 '
What we propose i3 not a tax on real
ta,ﬁe, for real estate includes improve-
mts.  Nor is' it a tax on land, for we
ald not tax all land, but only land having
value irrespective of its impmvements,
d would tax that in proportion to that
lue. R .
Our plan involves the imposition of no
w tax since we already tax land values in
tng real estate, To earry it out we have |
ly to abolish =all taxes save the tax on
1 estate, and to abolish all of that which
w falls on buildings or improvemants,
ving only that part of it which now falls

the value of the bare land, increasing
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that 80 as to take as nearly 43 may be the
whole of economic rent, or what is some-
times styled the ¢sunearned increment of
land valunes.” .
~ That the value of the land alone would . 1
suffice to provide all needed public revenues ‘
—-municipal, county, state, and national—
there is no doubt. . :

To show briefly why we urge this change,
et me treat (1) of its exped1ency, and (2}
of its justice,

From the single tax we may expect these
advantages:

1. It would dispense with a wholearmy
of tax gatherers and other officials which
present taxes require, and place in- the
treasury & much larger proportion of what
is taken from’ the people, while by making
government simpler and cheaper, it would
tend to make it purer. It would get rid of
taxes which necessarily promote fraud,
perjury, bribery, and corruption, which lead
men into temptation, and which tax what
the nation can least afford to spare—honesty
and conscience. Since land lies out-of-doors
and cannot . .be removed, and its value is
the most readily ascerained of all values,
the tax to whiech we would resort can be
collected with the minimum of cost and the
least strain on public morals,




4. It wounld enormously increase the
oduction of wealth—

(@) By the removal of the burdens that
yw weigh upon industry and thrifs, If
o tax houses there will be fewer and poorer
juses; if we tax machinery, there will be
ss machinery; if we tax trade, thers will
i less trade; if we tax capital, there will
t less eapital; if: we tax savings, -there
It be less savings. All the taxes there-
re that we should sbolish are those that
presd industry and lessen wealth. But if
3 tax land values there will be noless land.

(8) On the contrary, the taxalion of
b values has the effect of making land
bre easily availabie by industry, since it
ilies it more difficult for owners of valu.
le land which they themselves do not
re to.use to hold it idle for a largei‘ future
ice. While the abolition of taxes on
sor and the products of labor would free
? active element of production, the taking
land valués by taxation would free the
ssive element by destroying speculative
'd values, and preventing the holding out
use of land needed for use. If any one
1 but look around to-day and ses the
nsed or but half-used land, the idle labor,
' unemployed or poorly employed capital,
will' get some idea.of how enormocus
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would be the production of wealth were all
the forces of production free to engage.

{¢} The taxation of the processes and
products of labor on one hand, and theé
insufficient taxation of land valunes on the
other, produce an unjust distribution of -
wealth which is building up in the hands of
a few fortunes more monstrous than the
world has ever before seen, while the masses
of our people are steadily becoming rela-
tively poorer. These taxes necessarily fall
on the poor more heavily than on the rich;
by increasing prices, they necessitate a
larger capital in all businesses, and conse-
quently give an advantage to large capitals;
and they give, and in some cases are de-
signed to ‘give, special advaniages and
monopolies to combinations and trusts. On
the other hand, the insufficient iaxation of
land values enables men to make large for-
tunes by land speculation and the increase
in ground values—fortures which do not
represent any addition by them io the gen-
eral wealth of the community, but merely
the appropriation by some of whas the labor
of others creates.

This unjust distzibution of wealth devel.—
ops on the one hand a class idle and waste-
ful becaunse they are too rich, and on the
other hand a class idie and wasteful becanss
they are too poor—it deprives men of capi-




@ and opporfunities which would make
lem” more efficient producers. It thus
teatly diminishes production.

(€) The unjust distribution which is
wving us the hondred-fold millionaire on
ie one side and the tramp and pauper on
ie other, generates thieves, gamblers, and
icial parasites of all kinds, and requires
rge expenditure of money and energy in
atchmen, policemen, courts, prisons, and
her means of defense and repression, Tt
indles a greed of gain and & worship of
salth, and produces a bitter struggle for
tstence which fosters drunkenness, in-
eases insanity, and causes men whose en-
gies ought to be devoted to honest pro-
ietion to spend their time and strength n
eating and grabbing from each oilier.
sides the moral loss, all this involves an
ormous economic loss which the single
& would save,

{e) The taxes we would abolish fall-

8¢ heavily on the poorer agricultural
tricts, and tend to drive populatior
A wealth from them fo the great cities
e tax we would incresse would destroy
* monopoly of land which is the great
8¢ of that distribution of popuelation
ich is erowding the people too closely
gther in some places, and scattering
m too far apart in other places. Fami-
5
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lies live on top of one another in cities
because of the enormous speculative pricos
at which vacant lots are held. In the
country they are scattered too far apart for
social intercourse and convenience, because,.
instead of each taking what land he can
use, overy one who can, grabs all he can
get, in the hope of profiting by its increase
of value, and the next man must pass fai-
ther on. Thus we have scores of families
living under a single roof, and other fami-
lies living in dugouts on the prairies afar
from neighbors.—some living too close to
each other for moral, mental, or physical
health, and others too far separated for the
stimulating and refining influences of soci-
ety. The wastes in health, in mental vigor,
and-in unnecessary transportation result in
great economic losses which the Single Tax
would save,

- Let us turn to the moral side and con-
sider the question of justice.

The,right of property does not rest on
human Jaws ; they have often .ignored. and
violated it. 1t rests om natural laws—thas
is to say, the law of God. . Tt is clear and
absolute, and every violation of it, whether
committed by a man or a nation, is a viola-
tion of the command, ¢ Thon ghalt not

steal.” The.man who catches a fish, grows
5. -
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n apple, raises s calf, builds = house,
nakes a coat, paints a pictare, constracts a -
naéhine, has, as to any such thirg, an
xelusive right of ownership which carries
rith it the right to give, fo sell or bequeath
hat thing.

But who made the earth that any. man
an claim such ownership of it, or any part
f it, or the right to give, sell or begueath ‘
i? Sinte the earth was not made by us, '
ut is only a temporary dwelling place on
thich one generation of men follow another;
(nee we find ourselves here, are manifestly
ere with equal permission of the Creator,
i is manifest that no one can have any
gciusive right of ownership' in land, and
1at the rights of sll men fo land must be
qual and inalienable. There must be an
gelusive right: of pbssession of land, for
1e man who uses it must have secure pos-
sssion of land in order to reap the products
[ his labor. But his right of possession
wust be limited by the equal right of all,
ad should therefore be conditioned on the
ayment to the community by the possessor i
[ @n equivalent for any special \mlua.ble
rivilege thus accorded him.

When we tax houses, crops, monev, for- |
iture, eapital or wealth in any of its forms,
e take from individuals what rightfnlly

elongs to them. We violate the right.of
7 .




roperty, and in the name of the state eom-
nit robbery. But when we tax ground
ralues we-take from individuals what does
iot belong to them, but belongs to the
ommunity, and which cannot be left to
ndividuals without the robbery of other
ndividusals,

Think what the valae of land is. It has
io reference to the cost of production, as
ias the value of houses, horses, ships,
lothés, or other things produced by labor,
or land is mot produced by man, it was
reated by God. The value of land does
ot come from the exertion of labor on
and, for the value thus produced is a value
f improvement. That valné attaches to
ny pieee of land means that that piece of
ind is more desirable than the land which
ther citizens.may obtain, and that they
re more willing to pay a premiam for per-
tission to use it. - Justice therefore requires -
tat this premium of value shall be taken
’r the benefit. of all in order to secure to
Il their equal rights. ,

Consider the difference between the value -
t a building aud the value of land. The
alue of a building, like the value of 'good_s,..
t of anything properly styled wealth, is
roduced by individual exertion, and there-
ire properly belongs to the individual; but
ie value of land only arises with the growth
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ind improvement of the communisy, and
iherefore properly belongs to the commun-

ty. It is not becanse of what its owners .

1ave done, but becawse of the presence
»f the whole great population, that land
n New York is worth millions an acre,
[his value therefore is the proper fund
for defra.jiﬁg._the common expenses of the

vhole population; and it must be taken for -

jyublic nse, under penalty of generating
and speenlatior and monopoly which will
ring about artificial scarcity where the
Jreator has provided in abundance for all
vhom His providence has called info exis-
ence. . It is thus a violation of justice to
ax labor, or the things produced by labor,
nd it is also a violation of justice not to
ax land values, :
These are the fundamental reasons for
vhich we urge the Single Tax, believing it
o be the greatest and most fandamental of
il reforms. .'We do not think it will change
uman nature. That, man can never do;

wat it will bring about conditions in which

juman nature can develop what is best, in-
tead of, 35 now in so many cases, what is
rorst. It will permit such an encrmous
ircduction as we can now hardly conceive,
t will secure an equitable distribution. It
rill solve the labor problem and Jdispel the
larkening clouds which are now gathering




ver the horizon of our civilization. . It will
1ake - undeserved poverty an unknown
hing. It will check the sounl-destroying
reed of gain, It will enable men to be at
sast a8 honest, as true, a§ considerate, and
s high-minded as they would like te be.
bt will remiove temptation to lying, false
wearing, bribery, and law breaking. Tt
iqil open to all,; even the pooresst, the
smforts and refinements and opportunities
t an advancing eivilization. Xt will thus,
> we reverently believe, clear the way
or the coming of that kingdom of right and
1stice, and consequently of abundance and
eace and happiness, for which the Master
id His disciples to pray and work., 1t is
ot that it is a promising inveation or cun-
ing device that we look for the single tax
» do all this; ‘but it 13 becamse it involves
conforming of the most important and
indamental adjustments of society to the
ipreme law of justice, because it iuvolves
ie basing of the most important of our
\ws on the principle that we should do to
thers as we would be done by. -

The Teaders of this article, T may fairly
resnme, believe, as I believe, that there is
world for us beyond this. The limits of
te space has prevented me from putting be-
jre them more than some hints for thought,

et me in conclusion present two more:
' 10 ’




1. What woald be the result in Heaven
self if those who get there first institnted
ivate property in the surface of Heaven,
id parceled it out in absolute ownership

song themselves, as we parcel out the

rface of the earth? °

2. Since we eannot conceive of 2 Heaven
which the’ equal rights of God’s children
- ‘their father's bounty is denied, as we
yw deny them on this earth, what is the
ity enjoined on Christians by the daily
ayer; “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
me, ox eqrth, as it is in Heaven?”

The Spirit of Henry George,
1 propose to beg no question, to shrink
om no conclusion, but to follow truth
herever it may lead. Upon us is the
sponsibility of seeking the law, for in the
ery heart of our civilization to-day women
lint and litile children moan. But what
iat law may prove to be is not our affair.
! the conclusions that we reach run coun-
r to our prejadices, let us not flinch; if
iey challenge institutions that have long
sen deemed wise and natural, let as not

irn back.
wHenry George, in V" Progress and FPoveviy."

The Power of Truth,

The truth that I have {ried to make

ear will not find easy acceptance; If

1at could be, it would have been
11




eepted long 'ago. If that could be, it

ould never have been obscured. But

will find friends—those who will toil

r it; suffer for it; if need be, die for it.

his 1s the power of truth. i
—FHenry George in “Z—‘rogress ‘and Poverty.,"

The Single Taxer finds no fault with the
cclusive possession of land.  If is neces-
iry to the highest civilization now possible.
mt it is in each case a special privilegze for
hich the beneficiary should pzy an zanual
mtal in the form of a tax ievied In pro-
prtion to its valne,  In that way only can
18 incqualities of privilege and opportunify
& equalized,  In that way ouly ¢an be
swured an equal chance for all.—John B.
lowarth.

: Those who desire to organize the social
fe of mankind on juster feanpdations will
bt he able to avold Henry George's plan,
at will take it as their basis. —Leo Tolstoy.

When once the philosophy of the Bingle
ax is thovoughly grasped, the world is
wen in an entively new light. The common
gperience of Single Taxers is that this
ewly revealed provision of nature brings a
snception of the world as it might be, and
y conseguence a new faith in God. —Henry
Vare Allen. :

Hingle Tax is making room at the Father’s
ible for all of His children.—Rev. liather
leGlynn,
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Is Tt Worth While?
15 it worth while to put the Land Value Tax
to operation in Missouri and Oregon by 1913
it worth while to put the ‘-mxtfk, Tax into
weration in Rliode [sland?  1Is it worth while
try?  That is what the Joseph Fels Fund
sminission is doing. The Land Value Tax
i be on the ballot in Oregon in 1912, If the
ajority of the votersin that State vote *“Ves, "
e Single Tax on Land Values will be estab-
shed.  We shall see the beginning of the end
the present system of taxation by which
bor is shut out from opportunity, and by
hich the profits of industry flow into the
swkets of Special Privilege,
Is it wortls while to abelish the tax system
at disinherits the majority of yoar brothers
ul sisters? If you think it is worth while, will
s help?  If yvou have not contributed io the
weph Fels Fuad of Awmerica, will you con-
ibute what vou can? If you are a contributor,
1 and will you increase your subscription?
Joseph Fris affered lo give $25 000 a year for
w years fo pul the Smeéﬁ' Tax inte cfiect
wewhere tn the Uanted Stales within froe
avs, on conddition that the Bingle Taxers of
e United States would contribute an equal
nount,
This 1s as much vour cause as the cause of
seph Fels, Is it worth while to work for
yur cause and contribute to i even to the ex-
ut of denying yourself? Jostph Fels is giv-
& more than his 525,000 & year; heis ffn ing
ﬂl"s(‘lf to this work. He offers to give $50,000
#160,000 a year, and even more, if the Sin-
e Ta‘.‘:ers of the United States will contribute
iat amount.  Inspired by the example and
Y of the spirit of Henry George, Joseph Fels
eiving his life to the canse of industrial free-
. Wil you help make this a nation-wide
ovement? No battle for freedom was ever
on without seli-denial.




