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By AVERY GUERCUS

ROBABLY THI. MOST DIFFICULT FROB-
LEM of fundamental democracy is the equita-
ble division of the proceeds of industry. It

has wvsually been assumed that people cannot work
together harmoniously and efficiently and agree
upon so vital a problem as what part of the com-
mon earnings each worker should receive; and
therefore that the only solution is to leave it to the
owner of the tools of industry or his agent to de-
cide the matter arbitrarily, except as it may be pos-
sible to terrorize him threugh irresponsible agencies
that wield a bigger club.
) "-l
Tn pursuance of its purpose to comstruct a work-
“ing model of an ideal industrial commonwealth, the
Straight Edge Industrial Settlement, at an early
stage of its development, devised a “point system,”
whereby every worker who stays over two months
and complies with other simple conditions, receives
a grade, by common consent of his fellow workers,
which grade is revised from time fo time and fur-
nishes the basis for determining each worlcer's
share of the earnings.

* %
=

UNIVERSAL DEFINITIGN of a “worker”
was formulated by enumerating ten qualifica-
tions, which apply to all classes of workers
and constitute a basis for constructive criticism of
each worker's conduct and efficiency. This defini-

tion sets forth that a worker is one who—
I. & ary and uvseful work that addg to the efficiency of the
o ailon, and as much of it as can he reasonably expected.

the time and energy necessaty to de his work o the best

o % ahility., .

¥nows how to sel himself to work and to keep at work without

needloss supervision.

f*arries eaponsibility continuously, never throwing hiz work upon

somebody clse or leaving without arranging to bave it done piperly.
li{equites a0 waiting on; is willing to do anything there 1s %o be
L1t

Cleans up after himself, keeps his working place in order, i3 clean
about his work ‘and in his personal habita,

. Taksg care of the tools and utensils with which he works,

. Works in harmohy with ofhers, shows respest for his fellow

workers and eonsideration for thair rights, convenience and comfort,

. Watches the econcmies of the vlace, saves material and expense,
maskes and helps carry out helpful sugeestions.

. a3 worked long enocugh fo earn the propertionate share of work-
ing capital required on an average to provide an industrial oppor-
tunity.
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ACH BRANCH or organized group of Straight
¥dge workers, accordingly, holds at stated
intervals a “Point Meeting” at which each

worker’s grade is discussed with reference to these
ten qualifications, and revised up or down by com-
mon consent of his fellow workers.

* o »
*

Certain Rules of Orc!er that have been unanimously
agreed upon from time to time govern the Point

Meatings. For example, a worker has npothing to
say when his own grade is being discussed, except
to answer questions.

- 0w
-

A new worker when first placed on the Iist is
awarded a grade consisting of a number of points
to which there is no objection. Any worker has
the privilege of objecting to any award of points,
and the award is cut down to meet the objection,
or the objection is removed by discussion of the
facts. ‘

*
'I

Old workers receive one new point a month, if it
is proposed in open ineeting by a graded worker,
and if no objection is raised and persisted in. Thus
a worker’s grade grows from month to month, and
this gives the worker an increasing share in the
earnings. Special points may be given by unani-
mous consent of all the workers of all branches.

#* %

-
OR A LONG TIME cach worker’s compensa-
F tion was determined entirely by his points, and
whatever he drew from time to time was “on
account” It was found, however, that the “an-
cestral brain” thinks in terms of wages, and that
some stated compensation was a psychological ng-
nessity. Accordingly, workers are now emploved
for what. their services are “worth” in the labor
market, or what they are willing to accept as the
preliminary settlement of the terms upon which

their services are available,

x *
*

As the Seftlement is organized not to vindicais
theories but to tackle actual working conditions,
the sentimental objection to wages as being con-
trary to the spirit of hnman brotherhood is tem-
porarily waived.

N A POORLY ORGANIZED BUSINESS
wages might absorb all the earnings, and more.
In that case the business would go to smash,
But in a fairly well-equipped and well-ordered busi-

ness there is bound to be a surplus above the cost |

of materials, expenses and ordinary wages.

L
L

The owner of the plant is usually conceded the
right to this sarplus, and the worker is supposed to
have no claim upon it. How the Investor’s Share
is differentiated from the Worker’s Share will be
told in another article.

IContinued on page 165]

HE ANNUAL MEETING of the Founders and Friends of the Straizht Edge Industrial Settlement
will be held Saturday evening, March 31, 1917, at 8 o’clock, in the Auditorivm of the 23rd
Street Branch of the Y. M. C. A., 215 West 23rd Street (near Seventh Avenue), New York.

DR. FRANK CRANE of the New York GLOBE will be the principal speairer, and his subject will

be Cooperation. Admission will be by ticket.

Any reader of The Public who would like to at-

tend can obtzin tickets (no charge) by applying at once to the General Committee of Founders and
Friends. - Address the Chairman of the Committee, Mr. Edwin D. Wheelock, Ne. 100 Lawrence Street,

for reservations.
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Peace at any price, does not involve sur-
render of freedom of speech or of the press.
Vet that is the first sacrifice which war
demands. Already a bill is before Congress
for establishment of a censorship. That

- sacrifice is alone too much to pay for what-

11,

ever may be at stake in a war arising cut of
the submarine question.. Experience hith-
erto indicates that any price that must be
paid for peace iz less than the lowest cost of

Why not a war referendum? Why, under
a democratic form of government, should the
men who will do none of the fighting have the
sole say as to whether or not there shall be
wai ; while those who do all the fighting have
nothing to say about starting or stopping it?
Lesser affairs, and matters that can be cor-
rected, may be left to the decision of repre-
sentatives; but a question of life and death
for millions of people should be decided by
the psenle. Not only is it poetic justice that
those who do the fighting should decide
whether or not there is to be a fight, but the
delay incident to such a decigion would of
itself make for peace. Let us by all means
insist upon a war referendum,

E3 L3 E]

In regard fo the proposal to levy an excise
tax of one-half cent per pound on sugar pro-
duced in this country, it is interesting o note
the eomment in the stock letter isswed by
Bryne & McDonnell, S8an Francisco, January
Quoting from the Moody Manual Com-
pany the letter says that if there should be
imposed hoth an excige tax and an increase
in the tariif of equal amounts, the earnings

_ of domestic sugar producers would not be ef-

~{ected. - The price of sugar in the American
7 marksat, the letter says, is set by the price of

Cubsn sugar, duty paid, and continues:

‘ditorial

Any additions to the tariff duty would simply be
added to the price of sugar to the consumer. A
further increase in the tariff alone is not needed
as protection te the domestic sugar at present price
levels, and conditions in the industry are such
that, aside from the slight indirect effect on de-
mand caused by the resulting higher price level,
any addition to the present tariff would add a
corresponding amount to .the profits of domestic
sugar producers. An excise tax alone,
however, without any corresponding increase in
the present tariff would come directly out of the
profits of the beet sugar and Hawaiian sugar com-
panies. - The trade condiilons already explained
make it practically impossible to pass along any
such execise tax to the consumer.

Hence the brokers suggest that holders of
domestic sugar stocks, both beet and Ha-
waiian, “wateh carefully the news from
Washington.,” If only there were some way

of getting the consumers who pay the en-

- hanced prices of sugar to “wafch carefully

the news from Washington.” -
EI I )

A message concerning a question of far
more importance than ocean travel is Presi-
dent Wilson’s letter of February 10 to the
Department of Agriculture and Federal
Trade Commission, asking an investigation
of the cause of advancing food prices. It is
to divert attention from such mastters that
many “patriots” are trying to work up war
sentiment,

¥ % %

Henry Ford’s offer of his plant to the gov-
ernment without profit in case of war might,
if accepted, ereate havoc with the plans of
some Preparedness patriots eagerly locking
for Iucrative war contraets. There is no
reason why contracts should be awarded to
any bidder figuring on a profit as long as
Ford’s enormous plant and splendid organi-
zation would be available. Mr, Ford has pre-
genfed no explanation of his offer. He may
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have no motive other than what appears on
the surface. But if he had deliberately de-
signed to discourage hopes of selfish gain
from plunging the country into war he coyld
have scarcely devised a shrewder scheme.
Those militarist crgans that think they see
in his action s change of heart may have
cause 1o regret the approval so hastily be-
stowed upon him,
* £ E ]

The killing of a hegro seaman on a British
ship by a German submarine was for a few
days looked upon as a possible cause of war
by the United States upon Germany. Then
it furned out that the negro was not an
American but a British subject. But suppose
he had been an American citizen. What gort
of figure would the United States have pre-

- sented in going to war over the illegal killing
- of a citizen whom a mob in many parts of
this country could have Iynched with im-
punity ?

* % ¢

“My country right or wrong,” 1s the false
and immoral doctrine which leads many
‘otherwise civilized and kind-hearted German
subjects to approve the slaughter by stb-
marines of innocent ocean travelers, even of
babes and their mothers. And the same doe-
trine Jeads many otherwise civilized and
kind-hearted Americans to approve the pro-
posal to:avenge such slaughter, by shooting
of German subjects, regardless of whether
they had anything to do with the original
crime. . The true patriot will not uphold his
country when wrong,

L3 o %

A new conception of the sphere of the uni-
versity appears to have come into being. In
former times the university was looked upon
as a place where the maturing mind could
obtain the broadest view of life and knowl-
edge, where the youth could in fact come in
contact with men representing all lines of
thought. But of late years there have been
50 many instances where men of renown have
‘been forbidden the privilege of speaking in
the buildings or on the grounds of universi-
ties that people are being forced to the con-
clusion that certain modern universities do
not stand for all human knowledge, but only

- such parts as meet with the approval of the
instructors who happen to be in charge.
Wisconsin objects to having Max Rastman
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lectirre on the campus; Columbia’s Cosmg-
politan Club bars Count Ilya Tolstoy, son
of Leo Tolstoy, the famous Russian philos-

-opher, from appearing: before it ; and other

objected to various speakers,
Parents with children to be educated may
well question whether institutions that pro-
hibit discussion of matters other than those -
approved by trustees or faculty can properly
If this is t6 be the fu-
ture policy of seats of learning it would seem

'schools have

- that a sense of fairness would prompt them to

publish to the world just what subjects may
and what may not be discussed within the
sacred precincts. -

L] * *

The co-operation of farmers with labor or-
ganizations in the Northwest is ' making tory
interests nervous. The Oregon Voter, nub-
lished at Portland, ig deeply concerned lest
the experience of North Dakota be repeated
in Oregon. Tt is not; reassured by looking at.
the neighboring State of Washington, where
reactionary measures adopted by the legisla-
ture were rejected by the people on referen-
dum, and where the State Grange has en-
dorsed the Singletax. Altheugh for the pres-
ent it finds comfort in prevalence of a more
conservative sentiment in Oregon, yet it
scents danger. “If greed grabs for unfair ad-
vantage,” says The Voter, “the people of Ore-
£0n may prove just human enough to become
infatuated with destructive radicalism, as -
were Washington, Montana and North Da-
kota last fall.” The outlook is surely black
for vested wrong, if The Voter can be be-
lieved. Greed cerfainly will grab for unfair
advantage, and nothing that The Voter can
say will dissuade it. The only way to prevent
it is to make it impossible to get the “unfair
advantage.” But how to do that without
adopting the Singletax and other measures
abhorrent to The Voter is an unsolved prob-
lem.

¥ % %

One of the many good things done by the
American Union Against Militarism is pub-
lication in pamphlet.form of the entire testi-
mony of Philip Schaefer of Chicago, form-
erly of the Swiss army, before the Senate
Committee on Military Affairs, Senator

Chamberlain and other militarists are trying, - .

to sugar coat their compulsory service prop?&{'j,-
ositions with the statement that they want io
introduce the Swiss military system, not the




iy,

February 16, 1917,

(German. Mf. Schaefer’s testimony shows
the Swiss system to be both oppressive and
ohjectionable, and useless: for any purpose

other than strike breaking. American mili-.

tarisis have stated that the Swisg army is all
that has saved Switzerland from the fate of
Belgium. Mr. Schaefer makes elear the ab-
surdity of that claim. They have repre-
sented the Swiss system ag democratic.  Mr.
Schasfer shows it to be aristocratic. The
militarists have gaid that the Swiss sys-
temn is physically beneficial to the recruits.
My, Schaefer tells how it promotes drunken-
ness and vice. The pamphlet should be dis-
tributed widely.  The American Union
Against Militarism is furnishing them from
#s headquarters in the Southein Building at
Washington for five cents each, which barely
covers the cost of production. The American
people should be made to realize the decep-
tion practiced by. those trying to force mili-
tary slavery upcn the country.

L *® *

What else is compulsory military service
than a form of involuntary servitude? What
greater enemy can there be to any nation
thaen interests scheming to force its people
into involuntary servitude? What is the
proper term to apply to public servants who
give aid and comfort to such an enemy? Why
should not this term be applied to the mem-
bers of the Senate Committee on Military
Affairs who have reported favorably on Sen-
ator Chamberlain’s bill to enslave American
citizens by forcing them against their will
into military service? Some vears ago the
Iate David Graham Phillips wrote a series
of articles entitled “The Treason of the Sen-
ate.” He recorded much that deserved to be
so designated, but none of it sec much ag this
latest,

* #* *

Not satisfied with having saddled compul-
sory military service upon the State, reac-
tionary members of the New York Legisla-
ture are planning to adopt the State Con-
stabulary of Pennsylvania also.
adopted in Pennsylvania by a legislature en-
tirely under the domination of monopolistic
interests. It is not so much a measure for

1 .
. preservation of the peace as one to make sueh

preservation a State, instead of a local mat-
ter. The order which it would maintain is
the order that prevailed in Warsaw., Tt ig
tims that legislators gave more attention to

The Public
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removal of injustice that breeds disorder, and
less to forcible means of suppressing it.

The Great Emancii:étor. _

It is altogether fitting that the people of
this country should observe the birthday of
Abraham Lincoln. His striking personality,

“his dramatic eareer, and his tragic death

have been so idealized that he has come fo
stand for what we consgider best in our na-
tional life. But varied as was the character of
the martyred President, and numerous as are
his claims to the regard of his kind, no other
is as strong as that of liberating four million
chattel slaves.  The anomaly of slaves in a
land dedicated to freedom had shamed many
liberty loving men and women, but it fell to
the lot of Lincoln to issue the proclamation
that put an end to it. 7

It is with this, however, as with so many
other things; too many persons observe the
form, while forgetting the spirit.. Lincoln
saw in slavery the invasion by one man of an-
other man’s rights, and his whole nature
rose against it. Himself a laborer who had
earned his way by brawn and brain, he eould
not endure that one man should eat his bread
in the sweat of another man’s face. And
when the exigencies of war made it possikie
for him, under the guige of a war measure, to
sweep away chattle slavery, he did not hesi-
tate to act. .

But this again is form, and does not neces-
sarily include all the substance of slavery.
There are other ways in which some may =at
bread in the sweat of others’ faces. Crusoe,
as owner of the island, could command the
services of Friday as well asthough he owned
his body. And it has come about that the
owners of this larger island, the Earth; com-
mand the gervices of their fellows much ag
the Southern planter once lived on the labor
of his slaves. The tie is not so apparent;
many do not believe there is such a connec-
tion ; but, nevertheless, it is there. For, not-
withstanding the enormous power that sci-
ence and invention have put in the hands of
labor, the vast majority of the working men
and women of to-day get little more than
bare food and shelter. And did not the slave
get as much? 1t is not intended to convey
the idea that wage slavery is as bad as chattel
slavery, for the wage slave has at least the
right of choosing his master; but it is in-
tonded to show that the abolition of chattel
slavery, vassalage, and serfdom have not en-
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abled the man who labors to command the
Tull product of his toil. . .

Hence the new abolition movement, the
movement to abolish Jegal privilege, the
movement to prevent some men from ealing
their bread in the sweat of other men’s faces.
Where would Abraham Lincoln have stood on
this question? What would have been his
answer to the question, “Shall the value that
the community confers upen land go to the
community, or to the individual owner of the
land '

In the answer to that question lies the syb-
stance of the whole social problem of te-
day; and it is in essence what the slavery
question was before the Civil War. If the
answer be, “To the owner of the land,” then
“does he receive service for which he makes
no return; and the state is compelled to tax
the laborer for the support of government.
But if the answer be, “Ta the community,”
then no other taxes will be necessary for the
support of government, and the laborer will
be able to retain the full product of his toil.
Can there be any doubt a5 to the answer Lin-
coln would make? Is there any doubt as to

what the answer should be of those who to- .

day land him for issuing the Fmancipation
Proclamation? 'Thig is a good  time for a
little heartsearching by those who observe
Lineoln’s birthday. 8. C.

An Old Tarigf Pleasantry,

The American Economist continues to con-
tribute to the gaiety of nations with its ex-
planations of how one can eat his eake and
have it too. The editor expresses regret that
American women have not learned more
about the tariff, and proceeds to enlighten
one who notes advertisements of 2cods made
in this country that are cheaper to the
amount of the duty, and asks “why the duty 7
“The man [American] who buys a coat made
of American cloth,” the editor 8ays, “eontrib-
utes to the prosperity of the Ameriean sheep
raiser, the American weaver and the Ameri-
can mill owner whose plant has been erected
by American labor using American materials,
In every case Ameriean money stays at home
instead of being sent abroad to pay for things
which we can make for ourselves.”

The cbvious answer to such a statement is
that if the man who buys a coat were to make
it himself he would have bioth the coat and
the money. For if it be desirable o keep
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the money in the counitry, how much more
desirable is it to have tha money in one’s own
pocket. But the economic strabismus that
afflicts protectionists brevents them from see-

ing the obvious, They have an upside-down,
or a wrong-end-to point of view; and so, like ..

Alice in Wonderland, they furnish a world 1
of amusement,

The protectionist sees things clearly, but is
unable to combine them. Each object is sen-
arate and distinet, without relation to sur-
rounding objects, much as 2 child might jum-
ble the parts of a wateh. If the American
had bought his coat in England, he would
have the coat and the Englishman would have
the money. That much is true. And if the
world were to come to an end at that moment
the American sheep raiser would die with his
wool on hand. But admitting the persistence
of the world it is evident to persons who un-
derstand addition and subtraction that if the
Englishman wished to soll 3 second coat to
anybody he would have to get some wool;
and as the American sheep raiser would be
looking for such g man, it is entirely within
the boundg of probability that the two would
strike a bargain by which the money that
went to England to pay for a coat would re-
turn to Ameriea to pay for wool.

Some protectionists have caught fleeting
glimpses of thig fact, but they hasten to ex.
plain that it would not do to permit individual
citizens to follow their own degires ; but that
their actions should be guided by the wige
men at Washington. Thig is another in-
stance of economic strabismus. Congressmen
are undoubtedly very wise, merely as wise
men; but what do they know about making
coals or raising sheep? Though a Senator
may be wise enough to blomb the depths of
profundity, how can he tell whether an Amer-
ican wishes his coat made in New York or in
London. Tt is not unreasonable to expect
Congressmen and Senators to protect Amer-
icans in gratifying their desires, and to do
all that is possible to enable them to buy and
sell where they Please; but by what sort of
topsy-turvy logic can they be justified in pre-
venting or restraining Americans from buy-
ing and selling where they pleage? . .

Plotting Against Freedom,

The first amendment to fhe Constitution
of the United States is ag follows -

Congress shall make no law respecting an estab-
lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exeyr-
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cise thereof, or abridging the freedom of speech or

F the press; or the right of the people peaceably to

mble, and to petition the Government for a
& Oi 21 lf vances.

The amendment is written in plain Eng-
lish. One need not be a constitutional lawyer
to grasp its infent or meaning. A censorship
of any kind, in war or peace, violaies it. And
vet the War College Division of the Army

 (General Staff has drafted a bill for introdue-

ion in Congress empowering the President to

prohibit by proclamation publication of mat-
{er partaining to the army., Thus American
institutions are being attacked, not by a for-
eign army, but by officials whose duty it is to
protect them.

The Ameriean Union Against Militarism
has shewn that the chject of this proposal is
not to protect from cohservation the move-
ments of the army and navy during war time.
Fxisting regulations mzke the sending out of
such news as difficult as the proposed law
would make if. What iz intended is to pre-
vent peace agitation, and eriticism of the con-
duct of the war. This is frankiy stated in a
guotation from a monograph issued by the
War College entitled “The Proper Relation-
ship Between the Army and the Press in
Time of War,” The quotation refers to those
newspapers which “by their editorials and
nreseatation of news may sway the
poopls againgt the war.” The mono-
graph is to be had for five cents from the Su-
perintendent of Public Documents at Wash-
mgton.

The excuse offered for this attack on Amer-
jcan freedom is that criticism may lead to
lozs of popular confidence in the army. It
probably will do so when {he army, or those
in charge of it do not deserve confidence. If
eriticiam should be shut off incompetents or
worse could remain in control indefinifely.
In comment on this the American Union
Against Militarism states truly:

It was newspaper criticism, for example, and
that alone, which enabled Lincoln, in the first year
of the Civil War, to rid himself of those generals
who were manifestly not up to the tasks which
confronted them. Newspaper criticism was of im-~
mense military service in the Spanish-American
war. Had this proposed bill been a law at that
time, we should never have shaken off the men re-
sponsible for the “canned beef” scandals, the con-
ditions in the concentration camps, the freight
blockade in Florida. Under this bill we should
have been in entire ignorance of the cutrages com-
mitted by American troops in the Philippines, such
administered to Filipinos un-
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Is it possible that some one has cause to
fear similar exposure if war should come?
If not that it can only be desired to shield
some indefensible proceeding that promptls
an attack on the freedom of the press.
The American Union Against Militarism
urges the sending of prompt protests to the
President, Congressmen and newspapers.
The suggestion should be followed. 8. b.

Wasting Human Energy.

Man, like Artemuos Ward’s kangaroo, is
“an amusin’ cuss.” A few weeks ago states-
men were racking their brains to find money
with which to meet the slightly increased ex-
penditures of the National Government. All

“manner of proposals were made, but after

dismissing the sound. ones, and providing a
few millions by means of unsound ones, the
remainder was to be obtained through an is-
suance of bonds. But the proposal to issue
bonds, though approved by Congressmen,
met with sharp eriticism from those wheo
objected o the praciice of saddling the ex-
penditures of one generafion upon another
generation. But now that war is threatened,
appropriations go through with a rush, and
an issue of a half billion dollars in bonds ex-
cites little comment.

With the world nearly bankrupt, with in-
dustry crippled, and with society in sore
straits as a result of the war in Europe,
people are seriously congidering the partici-
pation of this country. America, that has
reached such a high state of industrial devel-
opment, that could be of such great aid in
setting the belligerents on their feet after the
conclusion of peace, is to add its guota of
life and property to swell the sum total. A
myriad things await our doing, things neces-
sary to our well-heing, and to the well-be-
ing of the human race; yet they must remain
unborn, while we devote our attention to Kkill-
ing as many men and destroying as much
property as we can.

What such a course will mean to us may
be inferred from what it has meant to the
belligerents. England is the richest of the
Entente members, and has contributed the
most money. Rich as she i, however, these
contributions have necessitated the greatest
economy in other expenditures. One of the
functions to suffer is education. The school
system has been pared to the quick; and
though conscious of the wrong they are do-
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ing fulure generations, Britigh statesmen
have withdrawn i

sible penny. . Sehoolg have begn closed, con-
sclidationg have ;

been _ _
Yet it ig estimated that the sum fotal saved

for only’
5 “an amusin® eggg,”

A Uselesg Report.

In reporting to
high cost; of foodstuffs in
Commisgion headed by George W.
did not entirely ignore the
It misrepresented it. Note the following :

' Out of mope than 49,000 Square miley in
New York Statef.a,_little more than 34 000
congisis of farms, according to the Faderal
Census. Ang of this farm area about ope-
third ig unimproved. The areq
cities is com paratively slight. 1n
a fow monthg 220, Profesgor Hug
of Syracize University declared that |
area of the Siate is i

{?c-izbtedly much. of thig May be clagged as
Boor land, it ig certain that that does not
apply to go large 5 Proportion g one-half of
the State, .

If the unused land jg gJ “poorer land,” ag
Mr, Perking’s report implieg, then it myst be
Iand or little valye which can he obtained at
small expenge, i
tnused within easy

empt from taxation gl improvements and tax unyseq
land at itg full rental value,

Mr. Perking notes the tendency away from
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farming more profitable, The Sugpestion jg
a good one ip itself, but the bersistence of My,
Perking ang his fallgw committeemor ip ig.
noring an obvicys fact destroys itg useful.
Hess.  As fast ns Aew methods are found to
make land more productive farm land valges:
will rise, ang the inereage must absorb 511 it
Creased profiig of farming, 80 in the engd
i more inducement to go “back
already exigts. The COT-
mittee coyld not have given Yery carefu] cop-
sideration to the matter i¢ it Failed ¢4 see that, -
Or to considay methods of avoiding it. T4 ;g
safe to 8ay that, so fap as any benefit o SO~
sumers ig ¢oncerned, the Committee might as
well have done nothing., 8. b,

A Big View of Businesg.

In the foreword of “Henry Ford’s Own
Story,” which hag Just heen published in
book form, Rosze Wilder Lane says of Mr.
Ford.: “He is not a Big Businesg Man, he ig a
big man in businesg Tt ig encouraging to
note that.thﬁs well-desoryag tribute neeg hot
be confineq to ona individua], Men with Vig-

Amerlcan Association for
Labor Legislation has been reproduced ip
the January 11th jssye of The Ifron Trade
Review, of Cleveland. 1o this address My,
Dickson took as hig text the Femark of
Charles M. Schwah: ;

and contentment,
Very confirmed radical whe read that
ement saw 4t once that, berhapg without
Owing it, My, Schwab had put his finger
01 a very sore spot of the existing social or-
der. Byt the pointing out of '

chwab’s business clagg. And ng confirmed
radical coylg have expounded

than My, Dickson, the mopg]

more clearly .
to be draWn%"; i
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from My, Schwab’s remark. Without mine-
ing words he traced social unrest to private
monopoly of natural resources, and quoted in
substantiation the arguments of Ralph Waldo
Emerson, Thomas Carlyle, and Herbert
Spencer., ‘
taxing vower by the government as the
Ezeans of putting an end to this fundamental

evil, And he -presented “A Twenticth

Cenfury Creed,” embodying these pringiples
well worth preserving,

1t is to be hoped that tha readers of The
Iron Trade Rewiew and slso the members
of the American Assoziation for Labor Legis-
lation will take to heart My, Dickson’s splen-
did and very practical sermon, 8. D.

War Not Mecessary.

When two couniries want war, there will
be war. When neither country wants war,
there will be no war. When one country
wants war and the other does not, war will
depend almost entirely upon the country that
wants peace. It may sometimes happen that
a dishonest government in Iarge country
will goad the people of a small country into
wayr; but this need never happen of couniries
approximating equal strength. ¢ need not
happen between this country and Germany.

Let it be granted that this country stands
wholly within its rights, both in letter and in
spirit; lel it be admitted that our Govern-
ment has retreated o the wall, before the

German invasion of our rights 5 still it is pos--

sible to avoid war. How can this be? it is
not necessary to outline programs, but only
to lay down principles. Programs depend
upon conditions that change from hour to
hour; but principles are eternal, and apply
to all conditions. :

President Wilson, upen whom the imme-
diate responsibility rests, has shown that he
wants peace, not war. And the dispatches
that come from Washington indicate that
war will be absolutely the last resort. BRut
the President ean be fortified and strength-
ened in his defermination by a wise and up-
tifting public opinion; or his spirit can be
worn away by nagging, carping, irritating
criticism. It is for the friends of peace to do
their utmost in this constructive work. They

ast make it possible for the President to

{23;.13#.5\;&*9?, when he is told that the people de-

mand war, “Perhaps some do, but more do
not.” -

He urged the employment of the .
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Is it worth while? Are we warranted in
making so much ado over the question of

war? Is it so very desirable that we keep -

out?

Such questions can be answered aright

only by taking the broad view that comes
with the perspective of time. If men answer
in the passion of the moment they may en-
dorse an appeal to arms in defense of our in-
herent rights, But if they will pause to re-
flect, and veflecting, catch the vision of the
newer and higher morality that hag been set
up for the guidance of man, they will be de-
sirous that their country shall come fully up
to the new standard, rather than be content
to have it simply measure up to the old. In-
ternational morals and codes of honor ara
undergoing a change similar to that guarding
personal conduct a hundred years ago. And
just as there had to rise up men so big and
steadfast in their integrity that they could
refuse to fight a duel; so there must be na-
tions so great that they can decline, even
when fortified by every right, to pick up the
gage thrown down by another country.

Let each man and woman of to-day call up
in his mind’s eye the history that will be
read by sueceeding generations, and say
whether the present crisis should be met on

the plain now occupied by the German gov-

ernment, or on that to which all nations as-
pire,.and to which President Wilson invites
us, Germany will not sink many of our ships,
if she sinks any ; and every victim of the cam-
paign of “frightfulness” will rlague her as
long as history shall run. President Wilson
has proclaimed our rights without cquivoea-
tion, and has appealed 1o the comscience of
mankind. Let him continue steadfastly to
proclaim our rights, and appeal to this higher
law. For before that law all other forces
must yield. s. C.
% %

The wheels of progress do not stop. The world
advances toward and into a better life, and will
advance until, leaving the hard, clumsy and jarring
pavements of the marts of selfishness behind, it
will strike off joyously into the broad avenue of
the millennivm, No man can be a trye worker for
human good whe does not believe that the eobble-
stone pavement has an end. He belioves that the
time is coming when what he is doing, and has done,
will be accepted at its true value. He may be
laughed at now; he may be scoffed at and scorned;
his motives may be maligned; he may be hammered
by epposition and barked at by popular clamor; but
he knows that sometime in the future it will be his
turn to laugh, and he is confident that he will laugh

last and laugh best-—7. G. Hollund.

T
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Armed Neutrality

By Amos Pinchotl.

In refusing to be dragged into war on ac-
count of wrongs done us by Germany in her
conflict with the Allies, the United States has
only been Tollowing the precedents of her
own history. .

In 1793, while the great European war was
in progress, President Washington declared
that the United States should “pursue a con-
duct frlendiy and impartial'to the belligerent
powers.” The President’s proclamation was
not well received, for American sentiment
was overwhelmingly in favor of France and
against England. But the second thought of
the nation approved it and it was adopted at
the next session of Congress as a national
‘pelicy.

By 1796, the depredations of France
against American commerce, aimed at Eng-
land but falling heavily on us, had become
intolerable. Our ships were sunk with loss
of American lives and merchandise. Marine
insnrance rose to prohibitive rates. To make
the situation more acute, the French Direc-
torate passed an Act in July that all Amer-
icanz found on belligerent ships should be
treated as pirates. In 1797 our Secretary of
State, Mr. Pickering, protested in his report
against (1) the spoliation and malireatment
of our vessels at sea by French ships of war;
(2). an embargo on vessels at Bordeaux; (3}
the condemnation of ships and cargoes, under
Trench marine ordinances incompatible with
tresties, ete. Moreover, the sufferings of
Amoricans tsken prisoner by French war-

b}p% and their impressment into the French
service,  created deep indignation in the
United States.

Tn justification, the Directorate replied
that it was forced to use such measures by
the fact that similar practices were employed
by other belligerents, especially England.

In 1798 the Directorate decreed that the
French navy should have authority to seize
all vessels loaded with goods coming from an

enemy’s port, no matter to whom consigned..

This was the last decree relating to such mat-
ters before the failure of negotiations in the
spring of the same year.

Still war was not resorted to, Mr. Wash-
ington had retived from pelitical life, and Mr.
Adams had succeeded to the Presidency. But
Washington’s policy of neutrality was ob-

'served under great dlfﬁcul‘tles and graater

provocation. Both the government and the
people took the ground that there should be
no war with a friendly people on accoun o
injuries not designed against us, but inciden
to the struggle between France and England.

Protection to American lives and propesty
was the problem of Congress. And for this
purpose an affirmative policy that fall ahort
of war, yet partially preserved American
rights in spite of European condilions was
gsanctioned and actively pursued. Our navy
was recruited and enlarged. A Mavy Depari-
ment was created. {Prior to 1738 the War
Department had had charge of the navy.)
Frigates destined to becomes famous, such as
the Constitution, the United States, and the
Constellation, were eguippad and zent fo
sea. In fact, we lannched upon a {ull fledged
Armed Neutralify policy similar to that
adopted by the Neuirsl League, consisting of
Prussia, Austria, Russia, Denmark, Swpdm
and Portugsl, formed during our War of
Independence, when france and Spain were
also at war with Great Britain. That it
would not be unnrecedented, or an uniried
expedlent for ug to resort to Armed Neu-
trality in case of need, is further emphasized '
by the fact that durmg the war bebwaer
France and England in 1800 the Ralém na-
tiong formed a similar league of armed neu-
trals.

We are not at war now. We necd not be
at war. The fact that the ¢ld war-horses of
daily journalism are beaiing the old war-
drumg, and the further fact thai our young
athletes of magazn'xeé'oM Iike The New Re-
public, choose to exercise their thews and
sinews by writing war-cssays after the coffee,
does not mean that war i3 necessary, nor do
the outeries of our Billy Sundays, Theodore
Loosevelts and Lyman Abbotts, who continu-
ally identify neadless war with patriotism,
mean that war is right.

George Washington, Pre31dent Adams, and -
the Congress, and the people of the United
States were not too deeply impressed by such
voices a century ago—and there weve the
same voices then. Always there are voices 7.
men who lack a true vision of the natich.n
honor, and cling the more desperately o a

false one.
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The United States on Tria

Address of Jemkin Lloyd Joues at Abraham Lineola Centre, Chicage, oh gunday, February 4.

Something has happened {this week, some-
thing ominous, something tragic,  Some-
thing that may carry with it floods of tears,
aceans of blood, and destroy towers of treas-
ure. 1 must declare myself in thig presence,
were it the last word cver given me fo speak
from this free platform: If war was wrong
last week, it will be wrong next week. If
it was wrong then to tear human flesh to
shreds, to devastate homes and desecrate the
ideals of men and of nations, it is wrong
now, and it iz everlastingly wrong.

War is still a survival of brute forces.
It oecurs where spirit has not vet freed it-

solf from the entanglements of things that:

ean be measured, of things that can be
weighed. We of the United Gtates for two
and a half years have been twiddling our
thumbs while Europe was tearing itself to
pieces. We have gloated over our increas-
ing prosperity, the profils from our hellish
" industry of making things that kill. We
have sowed the continent of Hurope thick
with fragments of shell and bullets stained
with human blood. We have filled hospitals
with agonized bodies. We have torn homes
to pieces. We have planted uncounted acres
with human bones. We, I say, we, have been
sending this devilish stuff over there to do the
work of hell, while taking shelter behind
some thin, shadowy rag of what we call “In-
ternational Law.” Alas, now we are in
erave danger of being swept into this fiendish
madness which we have witnessed and fost-
ered,

Do not tell me that there is any “honor”
in trying to avenge the loss of a few petty
ships and a limited number of lives by pro-
ceeding by conquest and under the guidance
of science to sink numberiess other ships
and destroy numberless other lives on hoth
sides of the fighting line, killing those whose
hands are clean of any responsibility. As I
interpret spirit, no wrong can be atoned by
‘other wrongs. You can nci bring back the
lives that are gone by sallying forth to de-
stroy other lives.

Three great inspirations of war have ob-
tained in what we call civilization. First
was the battle for God. Some of the hard-
~ est battles of history were devoted to reli-
gion ; they were for God's gake. -

Then there was the battle for greed, for
territory, the love of power. Many millions
of lives have been sacrificed in trying to

“straighten

boundary lines -between nations
which scarcely knew themselves apart.
Then there comes this other thing we call
“honor’—Dattle for honor’s sake. As if any
nation in the light of history could add a gtar
to its crown of glory by proving itself of
superior power in killing its neighbors. As
it outraged dignity could be assuaged by a
systematic slaughter of innoecents,

"The United States is now under a panic
for “honor’s sake.”” This valor for “honor”
thyeatens te throw us into everlasiing dig~
honor. I have lived through three of these
spasms. 1 remember the dark midnight
when, as a boy, I crawled oufof bed with the
rest of the Tamily because the bigger brother
had come home with the awful news that
Qumter had been fired upon. I have often
traced with vou that inspiration, that in-
toxication, to the bitter end, and found, ag
everybody now knows, that it was the very,
very wrong way of doing the right thing.

I remember, as most of you remember,
that other time when the flags climbed to the
highest and fireworks {lluminated the cities,
that otherwise weve torpid and stupid, with
the cry: “Remember the Maine! Remember
the Maine! Remember the Maine!” And,
remembering the Maine, the great republic
was precipitated into a mad, foolish, fruit-
less war. Our minister to Spain told me
with his own lips and he has repeated it
over and over again in publie, that if the
United States had but let reason rule foriy-
eight or seventy-two hours longer, everything
svould have been accomplished by diplomacy
at the capital ¢ity of Spain that we sueceeded
in getting by brutal, merciless, bloody bar-
barism, including a compensation for the
Maine for which Spzain never admitted her
guilt. It was a mad intensity that led us
into that fruitless struggle. o

And now comes this excitement. When
pugilists in the Iast desperale struggle for
conquest resort to the vliimate expediencies
of fghters, no longer content {0 pull at each
other’s hair or clutch at each other’s throats,
thay forget ail the limitations that obtain in
the ring and hit anywhere, above or below the
belt. We, ‘\’Vh() sit by, witnessing all these
things, seeing this desperate struggle, be-
cause our own supposed “rights” are now
invaded a little bif, and our commerce is
Qa'zzdzm‘gered, become enraged. Will we dare
jump into this ring at this time to add wick-
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.- sedness to wickedness, and murder to murder ?

May God help us to re-enforce the spirit,
“thai we may carry this diplomatic perplexity
. to the court of reason, to listen to the im-
pusles of love and to take a “quarter of an
hour,” nationally speaking, to commune with
God and with the voice within. We should go
behind that ragged page, born out of expedi-
ency and cruelty, the selfishness of formality
and precedent, which we call” “International
Law,” a thing of shreds and tatters, at best,
born out of & false assumption that the nor-
mal relations between nations are those of
rivalry and antagonism and not of a com-
munity interest.

Steps may be taken down there at Wash-
ington this week, which will strike a bloody
sword deep into the flesh of this nation
where a million quivering nerves, deeper than
congcioustiess, bind us to the Fatherland
over there. It is international vivisection,
without cause and without profit, if we look
at it even on the external side of things alone.
Here our New Germany is summoned to our
colors to strike at the heart of the Fatherland.

I have mounted guard on many a weary
watch under the direction of a German ser-
geant. I have divided my vations with and
profited by the prowess of “Froed Schmidt”
- more than once. I walked afoot while my

German lieutenant rode horseback, I saw
Carl Schurz, clad in the panoply of war, lead
his 11th and 12th corps up the bloody side of
Missionary Ridge. - I saw dear old Celonel
Matthias of the “Fife-th” Iowa, as he used to
-call it, after the bloody battle of Corinth, dis-
mounting and falling on, the Iogs as he sob-
bed, “My Boys! My poor Boys!”—one hund-
red or more of them lying there in one trench,
I know of Colonel Matthias on the charge. I
know of how the boys loved him on the
march. He had a reputation for discipline
- and military uwsefulness which he brought
from his .years of training across the
sea, but I think of Colonel Matthias most ten-
derly shedding bitter tears over that open

grave where his boys were lying—those boys -
“ Wall Streef.

who were 80 much alive-the day before.

All the United States is quivering with
gentle emotions to-day where divided loyal-
ties are being challenged by the cruel brutal-
ity that may declare war with a precipitancy
with which no benignant project, national or
otherwise, would be entered upon.

Se I stand here to say again that war is
wrong, unalterably wrong, an inheritance
gro::? the brute, and there is a better way to

o it. e
Said a man to me the other day when I was
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talking to the students of the Lane Technical
High School: “Do you think that your ideals
will come true in a thousand years?’ I did
not wait for the conclusion of his sentencs
before I exclaimed: “That is none of my busi-
ness. I don’t know whether it will be a

“thousand years of five thousand years. [

know where I belong and 1 know what uiti-
mately will triumph.”

The time is coming for the United States
to decide whether it will ally itself with
Christ or with Caesar, whether the law of
love can be tried or the law of hate be re-
sorted to.

Oh, but “Honor! Honor!” Honor to the
wind where love and right and beauty and
humanity are jeopardized: O, our couniry
will be valorous on sea or land, if it sallies
forth, but it will be a valor allied to cowardice
compared to the sublime valor of Calvary,
which still waits for a nation to vindicate the
Christ as he has been overwhelmingly vindi-
cated in individual lives.

And so to ease my own soul-not because
I though it could reach the Centre—I sent
this telegram to cur President in whom I
have trusted and in whom I still have hope:

Keep us out of war. The incivilities of war-
maddened monarchies are no adequate excuse for
plunging a great democracy into the same madness.
The destruction of a few lives and ships eannot be
atoned for by sacrificing countless lives and homes.
A wrong cannot be righted by added wrongs. Our
crowning dishonor would be to surrender io the
war spirit in this dire crisis of etvilization and of
our boasted Christianity. Now, if ever, should
the choice be made: Is it Christ or Caesar?

While the blackest, the damnedest war is
a transient thing, and the triumphs of the
noblest and greatest of wars are evanescent,
still the tides of life are ever onward and
upward, and we, God helping us, must go in
that direction. '

PEACE.
By Ellis 0. Jones.

The Man From Mars found himself in
He saw a building which was
labelled Stock Exchange. Having heard of
this institution, he entered and made his
way to the floor of the Exchange, a thing
which could never have happened had not
the guard employed rigidly to exclude all
vigitors momentarily relaxed his vigilance,
For a brief period, he stood watching the
struggling frantic brokers as they tried to
get the advantage of each other. 'Then he
spoke to a man near him who seemed to be
taking a breathing spell. “Wouldn't it be
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fine if we could only get peace in Europe?”
he said pleasantly. )

The man looked at him suspiciously .

a moment, then he called loudly for rein-
forcements. “Hey, men! Here is a paci-
fist! OQut with him!” :
Immediately several dozen men sprang
forward with eries of *Spy,” “Lynch him,”

/" Hit him again,” “Enemy of society,” “Kick
. Qhim in the slats” and numerous other

friendly phrases of similar import. They
jumped upon the Man From Mars with great
determination and began to tear him limb
from limb.

1t was with the greatest difficulty that the
Man From Mars was finally rescued by some
" of the cooler heads, but even then he was
obliged to spend three weeks in fthe hospital
before he could continue his investigations
of our fair planet. '

NEWS OF THE WEEK

Week Ending February 13.
The Anti-War Movement. :

The movement against forcing thie United

States into war has borne fruit in the send-
ing of thousands of telegrams and other mes-
. sages to congressmen urging against such a
move. Many peace meetings have been held
in cities throughout the country. Labor or-
ganizations have taken decided action. At a
meeting in New York City on February 10
of delegates from wvarious peace organiza-
tions the Emergency Peace Federation was
formed and a delegation of 100 was sent fo
Washington to urge upon Congress the policy
expressed in the following resclutions:

The Pregident has declared that “We earnmy
desire to remain at peace.”” We believe that in so
speaking he voices the sentiments of the mass of the
American people that steadfast endeavor to procure
a right settlement of all international difficulties by
peaceful means is the highest patrictism.

The Emergency Peace Federation is supporting
the peace policy of President Wilson, and offers to
him and to the country any help that it can give to
keep us out of war. Its program is:

1. Te urge our Government fo defer settlement of

any international conflicts affecting America until

the present war is over.

2, To keep Americang out of the danger zone.

8. To conzult the people by referendum before de-
claring war. :

Among the delegates were Prefessor Harry
Overstrest of the College of the City of New
York; Alfred J. Boulton, Mrs. Henry Villard,
Professor Emily Greene Balch, May Wright
Jewall, and Behjamin €. Marsh. The plan
of action wag carried out and the delegation
was assured by Senator Stone, as chairman
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of the Committee of Foreign Relations, that
the President and Congress would do every-
thing possible to preserve peace. The dele-
gates addressed many meetings in Washing-
ton on February 11. o

* * £

At a mesting on February 11 the Socialist
party of New York decided to expel any mem-
ber who should voluntarily enlist.

The Press Censorship Bill.

The following is the tentative draft of the
War College 'division, Army General Stafi,
of a press censorship bill to be rushad
through Congress in case of war.

A hill to eonfer upon the President power
to restrict the publication of certain informa-
tion inconsistent with the defense of the
country,

BE IT ENACTED BY THE SENATE AND
WOUSE OF. REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA IN CONGRESS
ASSEMBLED, That whenever in his judgment ihe
defense of the country requires suweh action, the
President may issue a proclamation prohibiting the
publication of all news referring to the armed forces
of thé Government or the means anid measures that
may be contemplated for defense of the country, ex-
cept when such publication shall have been duly
suthorized, and he may issue such regulation as may
be necessaty to render such prohibition effective.

@me. 2. That after the President shall have issued
such proclamation as is authorized by section 1 of
this Act it shall be unlawful for any person within
the jurisdiction of the Unifed States to publish or
procure to be published, or to assist in the piblica-
tion of any information, facts, rumors, or news pro-
hibited by the terms of the preclamation or regula-
tions issued under this Act, except when such pub-
lication shall have been duly authorized under such
regulations, and any person who so offends may be
punished by a fine of not more than $10,000, or by a
term of imprisonment of not more than three years,.
or both. '

Sgc. 3. That when in the judgment of the Presi-
dent the defense of the country no longer requires
prohibition of publication he shall issue a proclama-
tion revoking any proclamation issued under section
1 of this Act; thereupon the pains and penalties au-
thorized by this aet, except for viclations of regula-
tions committed prior to such revoeation, shall cease.

Congressional Doings,

A resolution prohibiting a declaration of
war until authorized by a popular vote was
introduced in the House on February 9 by
Congressman Callaway, of Texas. It is as
follows:

Resolved, that no declaration of war by Con-
gress, and no act of war by the executive branch
of the Government of the United States of Amer-
ica, shall be taken until the qoestion at issme shall
be submitled to a veferendum of the voters of the
United Btates. - _

The Cline bill for permanent diversion of
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20,000 cubic. feet of water per second from
Niagara f'alls-passed the House of Febru-
ary 8. (See current volume, page 132).

The Post Office Appropriation bill, re-
vorted to the Senale o February 9, provzdes
for an increase of second class mall rates of
one-half cent per pound this year, and an
equal increase next year. It further pro-
vides a reduction in first class rates to one
cent for local delivery letters. The Commit-
tee on Interstate Commerce reporfed on the
game day the Adamson raiiroad bili, provid-
ing for investigation of labor controversies
on railroads, and authorizing the President
to take over rallrcads, telegraph and tele-
vhone lines as a mﬂrtary necessity. No pro-
hibition of strikes is explicitly mentioned, but
there i3 a clause forbidding obstructlon of
the mails or of interftate commerce,

£

Demoeratic Senators in caucus on Febru-
ary 10 voited down Senator Overman’s pro-
posgal for a $500,000,00¢ bond issue, and en-
dorsed the revenue bill passed by the House
for an excess profits tax. On the same day
the Senate Committee on Military Affairs
reported favorably on Senafor Chamber-
lain’s universal compulsory military service
bill. Senators Thomas, of Colorade, and
Brady, of Idaho, reserved the right to sub-
mit minority reports. Press reports do not
say who the majority members are. The
" committee i3 composed of the foilowing:
Chamberlain of Oregon, Hitchcock of Ne-
braska, Lea of Tennessee, Fletcher of Flor-
ida, Myers of Montana, Thomas of Colorado,
Clarke of Arkansas, Sheppard of Texas,

Beckham of Kentucky, Broussard of Louisi-
ana, du Pont of Delaware, Warren of Wyo-
ming, Catron of New Mexico, Brady of
Idaho, Goff of West Virginia, Colt of Rhode
Island, and Weeks of Massachusetts.

£ *

On February 10 the Senate struck from the
Porto Rican bill the clause disfranchising
citizens who are not direct taxpayers. It sub-
stituted for this the compromise arrange-
ment, by which the Legislature may fix qual-
ifications for voters. [See vol. xix, p. 1235.]

* * .

On Febuary 12 the House amended the
Naval Appropriation bill so as to authorize
the President to commandeer private ship-
yards and munitions establishmenfs in time
of war or national emergency.

Investigation of Rising Food Prices.

President Wilson, on February 10, di-
rected the Trade Comm1ssmn and Depart-
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ment of Agriculture to investigate advancmg
prices of food. In his letter he said, in part:

While the population of the nation hag increased
26,000,000 since 1900, the produetion of the two lead-
ing cereals, corn and wheat, while tending to in-
crease, has shown only a slight advance, and that
of the meat products in the same period has shown
an increase of only 3,500,000,000 pounds, a decrease
of 2% pounds per capita.

that the course of trade in tmportant food product.
is not free, but is restricted and controlled by arti-
ficial and illegal mesans. I% is of the highest public
concern to ascertain the truth or falsity of these
allegations, Mo business can be transacted ef-
fectively In an atmosphere of suspicion. If the al-
legations are well grounded, it is necessary that the
nature and extent of the evils and abuses be ac-
curately determined, so that proper remedies, legis-
lative or administrative, may be appiied. If they
are not true, it is equally essential that the public
be informed, so that unrest and dissatisfaction may
be aliayed.

High Cost of Living Exhibit.

An exhibit on the High Cost of Living is
being held at 208 Fifth avenue, New York
City. Itis under the auspices of a commitiee
inclading Frederick L. Cranford, John J,
Hopper, Frederic C. Howe, Fredeoric C. Lou-
buscher, Wilkiam Lustgarten and Banjamin
€. Marsh. Thesze factors are shown, with
methods for eliminating them: High rents,
high freight rates, high charge for gag, elec-
tricity and transit, hizgh cost of farm prod-
uets, high prices for coal, kerosene and wood
and high taxes. Tha exhibit is open fo the
public from 10 A. M. to 9 P. M., with speak-
ing each day at noon.

California’s Tax Reformm Movement.

The California Equity League, formed at
the recent conference of tax reformers at
San Francisco, has begun the publication of
a bulletin at Berkeley, in connection with its
campaign for the censtitutional amendment
it intends to submit.
charge of the work,
page 111},

{See current velume,

% %

Charles James, of Los Angeles, who was

out in support of the Great Adventure amend-
ment of last year, and is now co-operating
with the Fquity League’s movement, corrects
the accounnt of the Los Angeles meeting of
December 18, mfoorted on page 62 of THE
PurLig, as follows

The reason why the Great Adventure group in-
sisted on unanimous consent to any action taken at
the conference was on account of 1ig non-represent!: -
tive character. Several Singletax organizations
were not repregentad at all, nor were the Labor

It has been al-
leged before commitizes of Congress and elsewhe{‘:

J. Stitt Wilson is in

il
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people op the Secialists, except in so far as Mr. J.
Stith Wilson and Mr. T. W. Williams are members
of the party, but not its representatives. Further-
more the loral Singletax g¥oup had only four of its
190 members on ihe floor Whereas the local Home
Rule organization was. represented by the bulk of
its smembership. In view of ihese cireumstances a
vote would in no sense voice the sentiment of the
Singletax interests in the state and it was therefore
sugpested by Mr. Lincoln Steffens that ne action
should be iaken except by unanimous consent. It
was on this suggestion that we acted; and let me
say here that our whele course during the confer-
enes was in harmony with Mr. Steffens’s suggestions,
or had st least his consent.

The reason for the ultimate deadlock over the
question of the makeup of the referendum commit-
ce is not guite correctly stated by Mr. Wilson. It
ig true that the Great Adventure group opposed the
siz-point committee, principally because it did not
give representation to various Singletax organiza-
tiong in the siate. It was then thst the San Diego
group suggested a committee made up of representa-
tives, not of the variovs local groups, but of the
leading state groups interested in taxation reform,
such a3 the Singletaxers, the Home Rulers, and the
Union Labor People, and Socialists, each to be rep-

vesented by one member. This did not have the
immediate consent of the Great Adventure group but
at the urge of Mr. Steffens they finally were willing
te agree to it. It was then that it was found impos-
_sible to get unanimous consent from the other side,
and as this had during the whole conference been
made the method of procedure the Great Adventure
group withdrew the moment it was proposed to pro-
coed to vote on fhe proposition.

P

Mexico and the United Siaies.

Henry P, Fletcher left Washingion on the
10th for Mexico to present his credentials as
American Ambassador. Cantain Frank R.
MeCoy will accompany him ag military at-
tache of the embassy. They will go To Quer-
etaro, which now serves as the capital. A
special train of five cars, accompanied by a
guard of 100 troops and a reespiion com-
mittee, will meet Ambassador Iletcher at
Laredo. It is announced that the capital will
be transferred to Mexico City the latter part
of February. Ignacio Bouillas, Secretary of
Communications, of the Mexican Govern-
ment, has been appoinfed Amhassador to the
%Ig,ed States. (See current volume, page

* *

" Many rumors vegarding the actions of
Villa and Zapata are circulating, but their
vagueness and contradictions make them
useless as a source of reliable information.
These men and others evidently are still in
the field, but only as irregulars, unable to
meet the Government forces. Villa iz re-
ported to be making plans to contest with
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the Government for the control of the terri-

tory evacuated by General Perghing’s Amer-
ican iroops.

Cuba.

Fresh trouble has arisen in Cuba over the
clection. The requirements of a special elec-
tion in Santa Clara Prevince on the 14th to
complete the Prosidential election held on
November 1 has led to clashes between the
Conservatives ' and Liberals, Dispatches
from Santiago announce that the garrison of
that city has seized the civilian officials of
that town on the plea that they were not
observing the requirements of the Constitu-
tion. Several clashes are reported between
the government forces and bands of rebels in
Santa Clara Province. The Government at
Washington has issued a friendly warning to
the rival factions that the guestion of new
elzctions in Santa Clara Province is regarded
with “no small concern,” and that the United
States is confident that the election wili be
settled by law, rather than by resort to arms.
As the treaty with Cuba gives the United
States the right to interfere in Cuban aifairs
when it is deemed necessary, such-a warning
has peculiar significance. The Cuban gov-
eynment gives assurances that it will ener-
getically suppress any attempts to interfere
with legal procedure. [See current volume,

page 114.]

Euvopean War.

Military activities on land now cecupy &
subordinate place. The British forces on the
Somme front have advanced their lines on
both sides of the Ancre, while lesser engage-
ments at Verdun appear to have produced
little change. On the Riga front the Rus-
gians claim small advances for their forees.
No other land actions of moment are men-
tioned in the dispatches. [See current vol-
ume, page 135].

* %k

The submarine campaign of Germany is
the centre of interest. From February 1 to
5 the number of ships lost, large and small,
was 31, representing 41,887 tons. On the
Gth the number wag 14; on the Tth, 14; on
the 8th, 18; on the 9th, 6; on the 10th, 7; on
the 11th, 2; and on the 12th, 5. This makes
a total for the twelve days of 89 ghips, a
tonnage of 186,474, During the first nine

davs of the unrestricted submarine cam-

paign 700 vessels arrived in ports of the
United Kingdom, and 410 departed. Of the

‘vessels torpedoed 21 were trawlers and

smacks. Marine insurance guoted by Lloyds




160

from American to French and English poris,
whaich had jumped from five per cent, to
seven per cent. in December on account of
the German raider in the South Atlantic, has
dropped fo gix per cent., in spite of subma-
rine getivities.  Berlin ahnounces that the
Hntente Allies have lost 4,000,000 tons of
shipping through acts of the Central Powers.
The same authority claims that during De-
cember 152 merchant ships, representing
329,000 tons, were sunk by the Central Pow-
ers. It iz claimed that the British have logst,
up to the end of 1916, 3,069,000 tons, or
almost 15 per cent. of their total shipping at
the beginning of the war. During the same
period, it is claimed by the German Govern-
- ment, that they have sunk 401 neutral ves-
sels, of 537,600 tons. The British Admiralty
announees that measures have been taken to
_meet the unrestricted submarine campaign,
- ‘and confidence is expressed in its effective-
" ness.
* &

Official developments in the diplomatic re-
Iations hetween the United States and Ger-
many, since the dismissal of the German
vmbassador at Washington and the recall of
e American Ambassador at Berlin, have
regalied in nothing further than an informal
reguest, on the 13th, by the German Govern-
moent, through the Swiss Minister in chargs
of German affairs at Washington, that it is
“willing to negotiate, formally or informally,
with the Unifed States, provided that the
commercial blockade against Ensiand will
not be broken thereby.” To which Sacretary
of State Lansing replied: -

I am requested by the President {o say to you, in
acknowledging the memorandum which you were
good enough to hand to me on the 11th inst., that
the Government.of the United States will gladiy
© discuss with the German Government any guestion
that it might propese for discussions were it to
withdraw its proclamation of January 31, in which
it cancelled the assurances given this Gevernmeni

}DH

on the 4th of May last, but that it does not fesl.

that it can enter into any discussion with the Ger-
man Government concerning the policy of sub-
marine warfare against neutrals which it is now
pursuing unless and until the German Government
renews its assurances of the 4th of May and acts
upon the assurances.

%

The American Ambassador, James W.
Gerard, arrived in Zurich, Switzerland, on
the 11th, accompanied by 120 Americans, in-
cloding his gtaff. Ambassador Count von
Bernstorfi is expected to leave the United
States on the 14th, . American affairs in Ber-
Iin have been left in charge of the Spanish
Ambassador. German interests at Wash-
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ington will be looked after by the Swiss Min-
ister. Most of the neutral governments have
protested against the position taken by Ger-
many in her unrestricted submarine war,
and have expressed sympathy with the
United States, but none of them has severed
diplomatic relations with the offending na-
tion. Brazil warns Germany that she will
be held responsible for destruction of Bra-
zilian ships, property or life. Argentina,
Chili, Uruguay, Peru and Bolivia take posi-
tions similar to those of Brazil. The de facto
government of Mexico urges all neutral
countries to unite in urging peace upon the
belligerents, failing which, it suggests that
they sever all communication with them, in
order that the war may be izolated and burn
itself out. Holland, in protesting against the
German action, sees in “such destruction of
neutral ghips violations of the righis of na-
tions, to say nothing of an attack apcn the
laws of humanity.” Spain declares that her
strict neutrality, maintained from the be-
ginning of the war, warrants her in expect-
ing that “the lives of her subjects engaged
in sean trade should not be placed in such
grave peril.” And the Spanish Government
considers that the claim made by Germany
of the right to destroy “the lives of non-com-
batants and the subjects of neutral nations
such as Spain-is contrary to the principles
observed by all nations, even in moments of
the greafest violence.” The Chinese Gov-
ernment vigorously supports the position
taken by the Unifed States. Sweden declares
its intention to remain impartial toward both
belligerents. No action has been fakeén re-
garding Austria or the other Central powers.

Notes

—The bill conferring Presidential and Muni-
cipal suffrage on women passed the Indiana Senate
on February 8 by 32 to 16.

—Governor Goodrich of Indiana signed on Feb-
ruary 9 the prohibition bill passed by the Legis-
lature. [See current volume, page 136.1

—The Judiciary committee of the New York
Senate recommended favorably on February 7 the
bill to resubmit a woman suffrage amendment.

A bill for exemption of improvements on farms
from taxation has passed the Senate of North
Dakota. [See current volume, page 38.]

—~Becretary Baker has asked Congress o estab-
lish 2 submarine base at Coco Solo Point, at the
Atlantic enirance fo the Panama Canal, to cost
$1,573,000.

—At the annual Convention of the Oregon State
Federation of Labor at Salem, on Febrnary 10, Pregi.
dent Brown of the Farmers® Union assured the dele-
gates that his organization is in full accord with the
legislative demands of the workers.
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—AL jts mesting on January 29, the Dallas Single-

%o fax Clob condemned Secretary of State Lansing's
‘action in protesting against the clause of the Mex-

ican constitution providing that “there shall be no

" private or government menopolies of any sort, nor

exemplion from taxation.” .

—Thomas Mooney was found guilty of first de-
gree murder at HSan Francisco on -February 8, in
consiection with the throwing of a bomb at the pre-
paredness parade in July. His attorney announced
that an appeal would be taken immediately. [See
current volume, page. 39.]

—W. B. Brokaw, formerly editor of the Singletax
Courier, published during the 90’s at St. Louis, and
one of the old guard of Singletax advecates, has be-
gun publication at Joemma (Longhranch P. 0.),
Washington, publication of The Direct Trader, a
monthly paper devoted to discussion of the high cost
of living.

—Alien immigrants to the number of 30,902 en-
tered the United States during the month of Decem-
ber, 1515. The principal oceupations represented
were: Professional, §16; skilled Iabor, 4,224; farm
iabovers, 2,417; laborers, 5,49%; servants, 3,310;
miscellaneous, 8,280; no oecupation, including women
and children, 11,459, Emigrant aliens to the nom-
bér of 7,005 departed during December.

~—Mrs. Margaret Sanger was transferred on
February 8 from the Blackwell’s Island prison to
the Queens county jail. Commissioner of Cor-
reciion Burdette G. Lewis said that the prison is
over-crowded, and denied that Mrs. Sanger’s re-
moval was due to fear lest she report her observa-
tion of conditions in the prison. [See eurrent vol-
ume, page 133.] ’ )

—Statisties of exports and imporis of the United
States [see eurrent voluine, page 114] for the twelve
months ending December, 1916, a3 given by the
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commeree for
December, 1214:

Exports Imports Balance
Merchandise ..$5,480,900,931 $2,201,716,285 $3,089,184,506 Expts.
Gold ........ '158.702,097  85744,598 639,951,671 Impts,
5087 322,268,238 33,331,798 Expts.

Total ..,... $5,707,288,895 $3,109,724,229 $3,597,564,673 Expts.

The exports for December, 1916, the twenty-ninth
menth of the European war were $521,128,246, as
compared with $3859,306,362 for December, 1815, and
$245,632,658 in 1914. The imports for December,
1916, were $204,396,188, as compared with $171,-
832,505 in December, 1915, and $114,656,545 in 1514,
The exports for December, 1916, are the largest ever
reported for one month by any country. The aver-
age monthly exports for the six months ending with
December have been one-half billion dollars,

Sitver ..., 70,59

PRESS OPINIONS

The Reactionary.

The Nation (London), January 27.—If the Min-
fstry wishes to gain a measure of respeet i the
country, it will have to repress the oratory of
Mr. John Hodge, and the question might then arige
as to what other function he discharges. He has
his week declared for Protection after the war in

H
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one of his familiar speeches, which aim at genial
irresponsibility but wmiss the light touch of
the chartered humorist. He told hiz audience that
he had been a fool in the past to believe in Free
Trade, and clearly the confession ig just, for he
believed what he was incapable of under-
standing. In three nearly consecutive sentences
he laid down three absolutely confradictory prin-
ciples for our future guidance. (1) The senti-
mental; he would boycott Germany as he would boy-
cott the haker for beating his dog. This clearly
commits him to unconditional exclusion of German
imports. (2) He would exclude German steel, so
long as any blast furnace in this country is idle;
the exclusion is thus no longer uneonditional, and
this “principle” clearly applies to every other rival
producer, however virtuous or friendly. (3) He
would not leave our deor open unless Germany
opens hers; a principle of reciprocity irreconcilable
with the other two.

Soldiers. Must Ohey Liké_ Convicts.

New York Call, February 10.—Some years ago
somebody—supposed to be a Socialist—said, or
was said to have said, that “the lowest depth to
which a young man could fall was to become a
soldier,” or words to that effect. The wutterance
was aseribed to the late Jack London, but he, we
believe, denied its authorship. . But, no
matier who said it, is it true? ‘What amount of
trath does it contain? Is it “absolutely” false?

Not unless Mr. Burdette G. Lewis, our present
commissioner of correction, is wofully mistaken,
After forcibly feeding Mrs. Byrne through a tube,
he now eomes forward with a proposition for re-
cruiting men from the conviet prisoners of the
state should there be war with Germany. Major
General Wood, the press report says, has indorsed
the propositien and it is expected the war depart-
ment will consent. . . Now, there are many
people who think convicts altogether undesirable
and, on the whole, the lowest of the low, But if
Mr. Burdette G. Lewis is right, they are badly mis-
taken. Waxing enthusiastic over the proposition,
he is thus reported:

I believe these prisoners would make ewcel
lent soldiers. Franee's convicty are her best
- soldiers, the famous Blue Devils, who fight in
the first line. The parole commission would
parole the prisoners and they would serve for .

the regular term of enlistment. I have no
doubt «ll would respond to a eall. When we

first thought of the plan a year ago every one
of the 400 prisoners in the New Hampton
Farms reformatory volunteered.

Of course, there are some people who regard the
position of a conviet as the lowest to which a young
man could fall, and who at the same time consider
a soldier as embodying the highest type of sterling
manhood and patrictism. And here we have s dis-
tinguished New York official—backed by a most dis-
tinguished soldier—contending that the very pick
and choice of this sterling manhooed and patriotism
exists among the men in convict prisons. They are
the “best,” the most “excellent.” What does it all
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mean? It seemg horribly confusing. And in
these parlous times, not venturing to express a posi-
tive opinion ourselves, we shall dodge, and leave
to our readers i¢ ihrash the matter out with Mr.
Burdette G. Lowis and Major General Wood, if they
feel so inclined. L '

Will Jingoes Please Answer.

Dulath (Minn.), Herald, February 7—A truer
patriot than Karl Liebknecht might be hard to find.
When the military system finds such a man guilvy
of treason and punishes him by prison sentence,
thinking Germans must wonder whether there iz
not something wrong with the system—and not in
Germany alone—New York World,

True! There will come a time in ‘Germany when
Karl Liebknecht, pilloried and imprisoned today for
daring to speak the truth, will rank higher in the
list of German heroes than the kaiser or any of his
family or retainers. But, before we say too much
in praise of Liebknecht, suppose we consider what
would happen to an American Liebknecht who, in
war time, had the patriotic courage to stand out
against a sham military patriotism in this country,

CORRESPONDENCE
WHO ARE THE INCENDIARIES.

If the free speech laws of this country permit the
indictment of some well-known speakers and pub-
licists for ‘“‘incendiary ullerances” or for “inciting
to violence by word of wouth or pen,” then why
cannet some of our big newspapers, mainly of this
city, be indicted for their headlines of the past
week?  Scaresly one of them that did not ssem
anxious 1o stir up the people and arcuse passions
that might easily lead fo personal violencs, if not
to a temper that would make it impossible for even
our level-headed President to prevent war. in mosnt
cages the meaning of these intentionally incendiary
headiines was refuted hy the text boneaih them,
But a hundred people read the headlines to one who
reads the full text beneath. Also the newshovs
were yelling “WAR” with no cause. They at lenst
deserve the treatment too often meted out to some
brave spirits who dare to tell the truth in publiz
places, for their words were dastardly and
dangerous lies. I yield to none in advocacy of fres
speech, and I remember Henry George’s answer, =3
reported in some similar case: “If we restrain the
press in a good cause we open the door to a dan-
* gerous precedent” (I do not quote verbatim). But
the deor 43 open, in this case, and there iz restraint
enough of speech when it is a case of fearless
antagonism to false traditions. = But dastardly and
deliberate Hes, caleulated and intended to stir up
public feeling mainly so that people will
buy more papers, 1 suppose, a mighty small resuli
" to be attained with so mwuch danger ap-
pear to be beyond the reach of laws always ready to
muezle truth.

This is a matter that all beace societies should
look into at once. They should make some con-
certed attempt to force the bapers not to usge head-
lines which have no ‘connection with truth and
whick are most dangerous in their possibility of
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exciting popular passion at such a time as this.
) . GRACE ISABEL COLBRON.
New York City. :

THE HIGH COST OF LIVING.

In the midst of war and rumors of war, we suifor
from the high cost of living, just as we suffersd

from the high cost of living before the Europsan-

War began.
ing are portrayed yaest graphically in the  Hxhikit,
presented by a Committes of men and women Drofii-
inent in eivic’ work fn New York, during the two
weeks, February 5th fo ¥ebruary 17th inclusive. It
is located in a large siore near Twenty-sixth street,
running from Fifth averue to Broadway, and draws
large noonday croewds from both streets.

Six main reasons are emphasized for the high cost
of living:

Land monopoly, both rural and urban.

High charges for transit, gas and electricity.

Over capitalization of railroads, and the inclusion

of increases in the value of land owned by the rail-
roads for the purpose of rate making.

Speculation in farm products.

High prices for coal, kerosene and wood.

High taxes.

Rents in New York City ave higher than in almost
any other city in the world, snd a striking diggram
shows that the Astor family secuves L5 per cent of
the ground rents of the city; thirteen familizg 4.4
per cent; while 832 families wet 17.4 per cent—ap-
proximately one-fifth of the total ground rent.

The veasony fer the hizh cost of liv-

The testimony of experts is given to show that-

transferring taxes from buildings to land valuses
would reduce rents materially,

Several placards deive home to the citizens of New

York who are visiting the Exhibit by thousands that
i we could secure as cheap transit as in Cleveland,
Detroit and Columbus, they would save on 800 rides
a year, $16.60. If they could get gas as cheap =s
Indianapolis they wenid save on 30,000 cubic feet,
$7.50 a year; whila with electricity at 3¢ per kw-hr,
28 in Cleveland, they would save $45.00 on 1,000 kw-
ks, ‘ .

The Exhibit shows that only one-third of the eapi-
talization of the public utility corporations of New
York City is water., Qlags jars show that the pro-
poriions of the eapitalization of the railroads of the
country, which does not represent any bona fide or
brudent investment, nor value given by the owners,
amounts to nearly $9,000,060,000, out of a total capi-
talization of a little over $21,000,000,000.

Perhaps the most dramatic exhibit is a Jarge
figure of 2 deputy sheriff armed with revolver, rifle
and sword who represents the majesty of the law
and who will shoot any American citizen who ai-
tempts to yse land or any natural resource—ojl, coal
or timber—withoyt first paying the monopolizers
their prige. . “
_ Noonday conferences have been held and largely
atbended.  Among the ‘subjects discussed are:
Tenemant Mothers” Difieulties {by the mothers
themselves), “High Rents and How to Reduce Them,”
“The High Cost of Food and How to Reduce It
“The High Cost of Transit, Gas and Electricity.”

BENJAMIN ©. MARSH,
New York City.

&




e,

|
!

February 16, 1917,

CHURCH MIL'ITANT OR MILITARIST?

Bhall we talk peace? asks the President.

Hes, says the Church Militant. |

Mo, thunders the Church Militarist.

What is the difference?

The Church Militant believes in the goodness of
God; it believes goodness prevails over every other
l“srce. It believes in the kingdom of heaven and it
believes in working to establish if. )

The Church Militarist, which is g0 far in the
majority, believes in guns more than it believes in

- the gospel. It believes in the dominion of hell and
it believes in fighting the devil with fire.

In Europe all Christendom belongs to the Church
Militarist; in the United States merely a majority.

© 8o the Charch Militarist opposes premature
peace. If will not have peace without righteousness.
It oppeses peaee till vengeance has been visited on
the offending nation—by which it means Germany.
It advocates vengeance ag a means of making peace.

It is illegical, dbgurd, flying in the face of all ex-
perience—bhut very natural. It obeys the first im-
pulse of every primitive man—and we are all primi-
tive. The first notion we all have when someone
offends us is to beat him into submission.

But we all know better. We know that a sulky
school boy cannot be pounded into cheerfulness; we
know that a sullen tribe cannot be licked into neigh-
borhood amiability; we know a bumptious nation
cannot be persuaded to sweetness by slaughter.

We know that war can establish neither peace nor
justice; we know that peace can.

The Church Militarist, decrying premature peace,
takes the weaker position. It deprecates peace with-
out righteousness-—which is nonsense, for it is only
with righteousness that peace can be established.
Peace with injustice is merely perpetuation of war,

Indesd, the real problem today is not to establish
beace but to establish righteousness and so peace may
foilow,

To establish righteousness is to establish peace.
Now war cannot establish righteousness. It never
did and never could. Vengeance cannot establish
rightecusness. It never did and never could. In
peace righteousness may be established. So the
church militant has the stronger position.

Shall we talk peace? asks the President. Indeed
we shall; we are doing it. All the world is doing it
in the very moment that half of them deny in-
dignantly that it is to be thought of. We must
talk pease. .

We must telk peace with energy. We must be-
lieve in peace as the church militant believes in it
We must desire righteousness most of all or peace
will be fraudulent as war itself. We must believe
in goodwill as the church militant believes in it.

A world in which righteousness and good will
dominate will be a world without wars. Now we
ean’t transform the whole world in a flash by wish-
ing. DBut we can tranzform the United States when-
o, ever we have » mind fo.  And every one of us ean
‘make his own world one in which rightesusness and
good will dominate. Whenever svery man has made
over his own world into the kingdom of heaven—and
that is absolotely in his power—ithe United States
will be stuch a power for vighteousness and peace
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that no government equipped only with ships and
gung could withstand it for a moment.

But that is a long way off. -The majority still
belorgs to the church militarist, which is the dom-
inant seet in Furope. The church militant does
not yet control ‘so much as the factories
and mining camps in the United States. The king-
dor of heaven will not gain the whole world till it
takes over the shop on the next corner.

And yet—we are talking peace; we wish for
righleousness. We are administering the largest
fund of goodwill the world has ever known.

The day of the Church Militant is coming. The
day of the Church Militarist is already gone. For,
if not many believe in peace, nobody will much
longer believe in thé efficacy of war. And—at least
as a virtms for others—we are athirst for righteous-

ness. THZ INNOCENT BYSTANDER,
Duluth, Minn.

BOOKS
APPEALS TO LOVE AND HATE.

Love for Battle-torn People. By Jenkin Lloyd Jones. Pub-
lished by the Unity Publishing Co., Chicago. Price 75 cents.

The Gueater Tragedy. By Benjamin Apthorpe Gould. Pub-
lished by G. P, Putnam’s Sons, New York. Price $1.00.

It not infrequently happens that a conscientious
reviewer would wish to recommend the reading of
books in pairs—as instance the two recent publica-
tions named above-~the one calculated as a corrective
to the partial or one-sided views of the other, and
vice versa.

To announce a volume of sermons usually means
to alienate the reader’s atfention at the outset, but
we give our assurance that “Love for Battle-torn
People,” by Dr. Jenkin Lloyd Jones, though origin-
ally delivered in sermon form, may be regarded as
8 literary work of merit, and contains throughout a
unity of aim and treatment which gives it a high cul-
tural value, It strikes a note which in the present
jangling discord of national passions, mueh requires
to be heard. The author calls upon his readers to
ook below the surface of things and to discover the
reasons why we should love zll the warring nations
of Europe, even those whose national ideals are fur-
thest removed from our own. It is easy to treat a
demand of this kind in a spirit of levity, and to re-
call the story of the dinner-table guest called upon
for a teast, and who, determined not to be out-done
in breadth and generosity of sentiment, invited his
friends fo drink to “All pecple that on earth do
dwell” But in sober truth it is necessary eon-
stantly to remind ourselves of the world’s indebted.-
ness to every nation of whalever race or color,
Loyalty to Truth, Beauty and Goodness sheuld know
no frontiers of coast-Hnes or mountaing.  The lover
of philosophy or music cannot bai revere the very
name of Germany which has contributed sc lavishly
to the enrichment of homan life, nor can the de-
votes of science forget his indebiedness to the labora-
tories of Austria and Hungary. When an Amep-
izan thinks of Italy he must needs remember the
great aposile of democracy, Mazzini, and the faet
that his country owes her name to the illustrious
navigator, Americus Vespuccius. There are many
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reasons indced -which onght to hold ali nations in
bonds of affection to the country of Leonardoe da

Vinei, Raphael, Titian, and the mighty masters of.

muasic who led the world in creating that language
by which emotion most éasily expresses itsslf: and
aot the least among these the revelation of 2 larger
and better ordered universe made by Copernicus and
Galileo. Mysterious and half-civilized Ruszia, too,
Dy, Jones finds ample reason for embracing in
brotherly love, chief among whick is the fact that
she has produced Tolstoy, one of the most powerful
forees making for righteousness during the last half
century. In thinking of France also, we are cailed
upen to remember not only Vietor Hugo, Comts,
- Pasteur, M. and Mdme. Curie and the long line of
French litterateurs and scientists, but that group of
idealists who have given a new direction to the great
art of painting, Corot, Troyon, Meissonier, Millet,
etc. Even for the unspeakable Turk, Dr. Jones dis-
covers -something to challenge our admiration and
aiffection, in his coniributions to the arts of archi-
tecture, and rug and carpst weaving. The hook
closes appropriately with-an appeal to the reader to
love our own America for its defence of individual
libsrty, “to vindicate our ancestors and rextore con-
fidence in their idsals,” and to realize Ameriea’s op-
portunily at this awful crisis in the world’s history.
Having fortified the mind with this appeal to the
nobler sentimenis, one may safely take up Ben-
jamin Apthorpe Could’s “The Greater Tragedy,” a
forceful indictment not only of the spirit and the
warring methods of Germany during the way, but
an equally serious challenge to the existing American
administration to show reasen for sur continned cona
fidence, Those Americans who have 10 some extent
emancipated themselves both from the party spirit
and from that human tendency to give themselves
body and soul to the pelitician of their choice, and
whe yet have loyally supported the Pregident throuch
the difficult task of chaosing the one right actisn
aridst & hundred possible WrOng ones, may have
had secret misgivings as to the “peace at any price”
poliey that has been pursued. Such will find their
doubts expressed for them by a writer who knows
how to use language effectively-—perhaps, it may
te thought, too effectively. For we have leng ago
reconciled ourselves to human fallibility. 'We have,
determined that when we trust g leader we chall
trust him folly. When we set the director of our
destinies on a watch tower, we allow for the hmi-
tations of our own view, and trust the wider vision
and eclearer perspective that his exalted position
affords.. But in a democracy this does not imply a
complete effacement of our own right in the last
resort to give or withhold enyr approbation, or to
continue or withdraw our confidence,

The question which this book presents iz as to
whether the President has correctly expressed the
attitude of the American people on the ethical aspect
of the European war, especially in regard to the
violation of treaties, and in the last analysis, on
the ideals of autocracy and demoeracy respectivaly,
for which the battle is being fought. This quesiion
st be faced. Y5 absolnte nevirality a possible atti-
for a spectator in a quarrel? We all know how
ik it in to wiiness o dog-fight without wishing
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that one rather than the other may win, and this even
where no ethical considerations influence us. But how
much more difficult—indeed how impossible, when
the principle is at stake for which this country has
struggled and triumphed and lived up to, during a
hundred and forty years. Is it not time we aban-
doned the pretense of neutrality we have maintained
since the outbreak of the war? Does our integrit
of conscience not demand that we sever relation}
with a nation whick puts might befere right, and
recognizes no limit to the barbarity which “mili-
tary necessity” may impose? 'These are Questions
which Mr. Gould invites the American nation to
ask itself, not as we should have preferred, in ac-
cents of sweet reasonableness, but as threugh =
megaphone and in tone that sound like thunder.
When read however, in the spirit likely to he in-
duced by the first-mentioned book, “The Greater
Tragedy” will point a moral which it may be well
for us to lay to heart. :

ALEY. MACKENDRICK,
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Wherever truth stands in the mind, anaccompanied
by the evidence upon which it depends, it cannot
Droperly be said to be apprehended at all.-Godwin,
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Liberty cannot be sacrificed for the sake of any-
thing. It is of more value than anything else.—Xob-
ert G. Ingersoll,
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There is one thing in the world more wicked than
the desire to command, and that is the will to cbey.
—William Kingdon Clifford.
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Great literature is always the record of some
great struggle.—Vida D, Scudder. '
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Everything is only for a day, both that which re-
members and that which i remembered.—Mareus
Aurelins, :
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Those who would give up essential liberty to pur-
chase a little temporary safety deserve neither lib-
erty nor safety.—Renjamin Franldin.
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'I“hat which is unjust can really profit no one; that
which is just can really harm n¢ one—Henry
George, '



Pebruary 18, 1817,

CONTENTS.

Editorial ............... R eeaeaen .e. 147
Armed Neutrality. Amos Pinchot............ 154
The United States On Trial, Jenkin Lloyd Jones 155 -
Peace. Ellis 0. Jones. tun i ee cvvnnsnnnnn.. 156
News of the Week......... et i, 159

o Press Opiniens o..o..ivuiiiii v, 161
Correspondence ............00. .0 0., ... 162
BOoKS 1\t e 163

Eéitors, 1898-1918: Lovis F. Posr ang Anice Tmaceesr Posr

) Esrrons:
SAMUEY, DANZIGER STOUGHTON CGOLEY
Busivess Manaczr: STANLEY BOWMAR

ADVIBGRY ame CONTRIBUTING EDITORS

Brave Wiirioce, Chie Fraverie €. Hown, New York
Jamzs H. Diirasm, Virginis Hemyrzr Quick, West Virginia
Lixcoiw Sverrens, New York Hyspror 5. Brozrow, Olie
Feuwn Z. Warrs, Ilinois R 7. Psrrierew, Sauth Dakota

Published Weekly by
THE PUBLIC PUBLISHING COMPANY, ING,,
128 East Thirty-Seventh Strest, Wew Work Oity.

8ingla Copy, Five Cents Yoarly Subseription, One Dollar
. Oenadion end Ferelgm, $1.50

Entered 23 Second-Clasg Matter January i1, 1917, at the Post
Office at New York, N. Y., under the Act of March 3, 1878,

= e
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Bpeach.

It'is an eloquent article and it has been re-
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v don'tl IHis insight-is so clear and his X
apship #0 clever that his books astonish Telephone Greeley 2679 NEW YORK
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' Buras or even Longfeliow are “hard read-
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iy poems are published in six volumess,
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NEW TARIFFS AFTER THE WAR

The proposed schemes for business international bheycotts,
?ﬁﬁ? tlz;e pFresentr co‘:itﬂict, will, if ﬁnacted, produceAdig':Bter. MANHATTAN SENGLETAX CLUB
dclp the Free Trade movement by isining the American ldest Singletax organization ia the world, Office
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What Is Nervousness?

] Very few people realize that nervousness is “a gymptom” not o disease. Vour nervousness may be due to one of mere /
' ’ of several canses, The way to find out is to read what Dr. Kelloge tells you in his new book “Meurasthenia”” This book :
gy 1ells @il about nervousness and its causes—just what pervousness comes from. It is the result of more than forty years’
experience, during which Dr. Kellogg has observed and prescribed for thonsands of cases of merveusness—some 0 i
them very serigns, iy reading his book, you can learn how to get rid of the causes of mervousness By natural ]
means. Dr. Kellogg teils you just what to do. No drugs. Some restrictions of diet but nothing lurdensome.
A fittle exercise but oo liresome régime. Careful division of hours of worlk, -rest and sieep. These subjeets are
S carefully covered in Dr. Kellogg’s book which is of jnvzluable service to any nervous suficrer, Order it today.
You take no risk. For—if you are not entirely satisfied, after 5 days’ examination of the book, you may
: return it and we will promptly refund every penny of your money. Thus, we take all the risk, Order

: today and rid yowsscli forever of mervous suffesing, You can do it if you. follow the teachings in 13‘?“; 5
i Kelloge's book “Neurasthenia,” S

Uyse the Coupon




The Public

A LETTER TO THE PUBLIC:—Th- country is in imminent peril of ‘entering
the world-war, The decigsion our government makos will be the most momentous in
our history. Itis'a time for clear thought. Let us remember that the breaking of
diplomatic relations does not.mean inevitable war, Neither does an overt act on the
part of Germany mean immediate war. For we run no dznger of invasion. We have
none of the urgency of sudden self-defence, We are in the most fortunate position to
take a calm and critical survey of what hostilities will mean., We still have time to
decide consciously and clear-sightedly whether we wish to shatter the whole structure
of our position as the one powerful neutral, “Democratic control of foreign policy”
is one of the new instruments with which all men of good-will hope to scotch the
war-mnadness of the future. We have now the one chance in all history to test out
this principle. - ' , . :

The public which elected the President as ‘the leader. of a liberal democracy
should be consulted before our government takes a step which to millions will seem
like the collapse of all our hopes and ideals. In his foreign policy, in Colombia, in
Mezxico, in. Europe, the President has stood as the courageous and patient defender
of democratic' control. But now, inasmuch as the Constitution places the decisior of
war and peace in the hands of the people’s congressional representatives, the people
themselves must speal: Theirs, in the last analysis, is the immeasurable burden of
war and the responsibility of assuming it. .

For, however inevitable the breaking of relations may have heen, the positive act
of war will be the expression of a new world policy. It will be the wotk of deliberate
choice, and, as an act of choice, the people of this nation have a right to criticize it.
If the nation goes into this war, it must go with its eyes wide open. It cannot drift
in without the least vision of how radically our destiny will be altered by our.action.

Prior, therefore, to a declaration of war, or to any engaging in hostilities, Con-
gress should take measures to secure a nation-wide referendum on the question of our
entrance. This should be preceded by a clear and explicit statement from the Presi-
dent as to the policy to which we are being committed, and the probable gonsequences.
We must know 311 the gains that could possibly accrue, both to the rest of the world
and to owrselves. We must know whether these would balance the appalling evils
war would surely bring, During the last few weeks the President has outlined for us
a world order to whose support a neutral America would throw its vast resérvoir of
power and principle.. We have had the conviction thdt there was. still for us the great
role to play of a robust and healing neutrality. Shall we surrender to war, when we
should be working for a warless world? Shall the crisis find us numb, except for the
most elementary of patriotic thrills? Tt is a time for speaking. Do we want this war?
Do we want it for any of the possible purposes that exist? Can we justify war for
anything short of national self-defence? In any other cause are we ready to fling fran-

- tically away our international efficacy for good? .

If you want a referendum before Congress declares war (except in
case of invasion) write or wire your Congressman today.

Issued by:

. _If you want to spread this point of ' AMOS PINCHOT

view widely over the country, send RANDOLPH BOURNE

money at once to COMMITTEE FOR

DEMOCRATIC CONTROL (former- MAX EASTMAN

ly Emergency Office), Room 1034, 70 WINTHROP D. LANE

Fifth- Avenue, New York City, and it . . 1

. ;o . : Committee for Democratic Control.
will be.used for nothlpg. else. (Formerly Committee for the
Emergency Office).




