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&:d‘ld people, with the resule iimy ground rents
have bez kept up or increased and taxes have
been and are being increased o the poine of
contiseating whatever is left to the few theifty
or few who are still abls to knacp emploved and
earn: 2 living.
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others, the causes were not convincing hecause
they were self contradictory and did not ex-
pluin anything; and all-the sugvested remedies
were complicated variations of sccialism and
communism  with, their crushing burden of
bureaucracy, tyranny and trapmsparent futility.
Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler, alone, of all
those who are in the public eye or have the
attention of the public ear, had the wisdom
and courage to publicly remind the graduating
clags of Colambia University ast June that
such a man as Henry George had lived, had
written a book “Progress and Poverty”, and
had enunciated a philosophy which was well
worth examining and re-examining as it might
well be found o be the answer and solution to
our present dificulties. Dr. Butler practically
repeated the adwice to a group of American
business men in Paris a few weeks later. It is
a sad commentary that the “press” gave scant
space and attention to either announcement.
Mlow it is not gorprising that those who have
made false prophecies or suggested unsatisfac-
tory causes or remedies had neither the ability
nor wisdom to think out the real cause and
cute: because God or Nature in Their wisdom
grant it to few to be a Moses or a Galilen, a
Kepler, » Newton or a Henry George, and
such minds do not occur once in a century,
But those in high places are open to criticism
who, through their higher education or oppor-
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tunities for having known or heard of Hensv
Creorge and his philosophy, do not re-examine
his works and his proposal, so clearly, logically
and frrefutably demonstrated, and then pro-
claim it to the distracted, ignorant and groping
world, -

It is no longer a matter of opinion, nor is it
a question of whether we like or dislike the
great economic law that Henry George deme
nastrated with such clearness, logic and mathe-
matical exactness and finality. We may not
like the law of gravitation nor Keplers laws,
but any builder who attempted to ignore the
one or any astronomer who attempted to gnore
either ¢r both of them would not get very far
and would be considered a {ool in these days,
and yet they would be ao more ignorant and
foolish than those who expect to carry on gov-
ermments o civilizaton while sgnoring the
tact that the rent of land belongs to the people
and the first duty of society is to collzet it and
abolish all taxes and fnterference with trade,

The gnoring of this law satisfactorily ex-
plains the downfall of every civilization in the
past as well as every period of anemployment
aned depression that this or any other conntry
has had two endure. The old English legal
authoritics, Coke, Littleton and Blackstone,
have said in so many words that there can be
no such thing as private property in land in
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England for all land 15 held of the Crown (ihe
people).

Three of these United States have also TECOf-
nized the same law in their official designa-
tions, namely:

“The Commonwealths” of Virginia, Massa-
chugetts and Kentucky.

“The Commonweilth of Massachuseits,” lit-
erally all that portion of the earth and its
natural resources contained wathin the recog-
nized boundaries of the state and therefore the
property of the people of Massachusetis: and
each and every holder of title to & portion of
it, therefore, should pay annual ground rent o
the people of the state, proportioned to the
unimproved location value of such portion and

all taxes should be abolished.

The present “depression”™, as all other *de-
pressions”, comes from wnemployment: this
arises from labor and capital being shut off
from access to the eurth and its natural re-
sources; this came from unprecedented wflation
of fand wvalues caused by greatly increased
powers of production, distribution and com-
munication because of invention, discovery and
applied science during the past ten vears: the
autoraobile and enormous expenditures on good
soads greatly extended the radivs of suburban
habitation and power of distribution of people
and goods, with resultant great increase of land
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values and the ipevitable speculation in same,
driving values o absurd heights;, consequently
rents and ta sere enormously increased; res
subt, first, small businesses fajled by the thou
sands, throwing all their owners and employees
out of work and creating thousands of unem-
ploved; this cyrtailed porchasing power began
to react on land boons and cause them to ol
lipse; this caused more loss and unemployment
and loss of purchasing power which then began
to be felt by large manufacturers who had to,
curtail and theow many more thousands out of
employment, and so, like a rolling snow ball,
unemployment steadily increased; buildings of
all kinds became wvacant as people gave up bust-
ness and withdrew into smaller manufacturing,
othce or dwelling space; high ground reats and
high taxes caused vacant land in cities, towns
aid country, and vacan idle land always means
idle men and idle capital, for man can only
lve and employ himself and his tools on and
by means of the carth and its patural resources,
and when denied ready access to them must
become idle, lose purchasing power and cause
what 13 called “business depression”

The big corporation with its Ishoratories,

“fact finding” and “scientific management” s
ag helpless as the smallest business.

The “depression” of 1893 was caused in like
manaer, only then it was raflroad building and
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