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from Broolline, the Newtons and other pro:

pevens towns, south and west, which embraces
a large percentags of the “well to do.” the ef-
fact.these people mmust have on values is quite
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The total assessed valuation of Boylston
street, irom Park square to Massachusetts
avenue, for the year 1912 is $36,452,500, of
which $27,749,100 is upon the land and $8-
703,030 upon the buildings. The total valua-
tion for the year 1887 was $10,659,800 of which
$6,707,500 was upon the land and $3,952,300
upon the buildings. This shows a gain in 25
vears of $25,792,700, or over 240 percent. Of
this gain $21,041,600 was upon the land values
"and the balance, $4.751,100, upon the buildinys.

The many improvements along and near
Boylston street are sure to have a good effect,
and the extension ef Arlington street and the
developmient of Park square all combine to
make the future of the street brighter than
ever—DBoston Globe, 7-25-12.

August 2, 1912
Editor, Boston Globe, Boston, Mass.

Dear Sir:  The editorial  entitled
“Changes in Boylston Street” was very in-
teresting, and certainly the figures given
therein are a very strong argument in favor
of land value taxation or Single Tax,

Your figures show that in the last 25
years the people of Boston, Brookline and
the Newtons have increased the value of
the land on a one mile section of ‘Bovlston

Street from  $6,707,500 to $27,749,100.




- This is an increase of over 300 perceni.
This increase of land value amounting to
more than $21,000,000 and produced b
the population of Boston an:d contiguous
towns -has gone to less than 100 people
who own that land as shown by a glanc:
at the maps in the city assessor’s office.
In other words, the people of Boston have
presented to 100, let us say, of their fellow
citizens or possibly absentee owners, over
221,000,000

The amount that the people are get-
ting back through taxes on this princely
¢ift is only about $350,000 per annum, a
very small income {rom a produced’ value
of $21,000,000, which should yield at in-
terest just three times as much.
 If the people of Boston have produced
and given away to about 100 individuals,
in 25 years, $21,000,000 on a single mile of
one street, how many hundreds of millions
have they given away in the same time to a
few thousand land owners of Boston? And
is there any wonder that the mass of the
.people are getting rapidly pooter, and we
have crowded slums, wretched. housing and
generally bad and rapidly getting worse so-
cial conditions, when such stupandous. val-
ues produced by the activities of citizens
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the (itv of Boston to the tune of some
F1640 per $1000 or a fom! of 78000 an-
nually? - Are they criminals o “undesis-
7 Tiruly onr system of taxa-

able citizens’ :
tfion would be ludicrons if the resalts were
not so crimnally serigus.
Yours truly,
{ Signied) L. j. BURKE.




