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- NERO-THEN.

(After Kipling's “Truce of the Bear’')

2y B, 1. SALISBURY.

For The Public

Yearly, with plow and oxen, the weary
toilers gc

v the pass called Rentomiland, to tiliin
the ficids below,

vearly, at Rentomiland, he 8
ers pass—

odzerth, the palsied ocvicast, weaving his
maig of grass.

as the 1oil-

Bent with his years of laber, slow with bis
weight of speech,

Begging a word with the tollers, whisper-
ing low io each,

Over and over the story—heckorning near
with his hand—

“Pay yve no iribute to Nero-now for tilling
the Lord's free land!

“fere, shui out on the movntain, I gather
vhig withered grass,

Niffer these mals at & penny o taileys as
they pass,

Giving a word for a warning, telling a tale
of the le

That shadows vour lives in the Hving and
blackens them ere yvou die

T, at a great commandment-— iwag Imany
veaArs ago—

Wenti to the valiey of Pleniy-—went where
vou NOwW o7

And Nero-then in the ocanseway. wried:
"Tribute! the pass is mine’

T paid and went to my laher, he took anid
turned to his wine.
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