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2004 Georgist Conferences in Mﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁ for Westchester;

< e Boass 88 ow s
Spain, New Mexico Concise P&F speeded
The Infernational Georgist Union (International Union For the first time in many vears, HGS classes will reach

Walue Taxation and Free Trade) has scheduled
its worldwide conference tor M;ij 2730, 2004 in Maarid. and Fand Reform in Westchester.

’;”hg preliminary pro ram includes sessions on I..,A::zz‘idu u This mm‘%fs originating at the Henry George Institure,
Speculation and Political Corruption; The Housmg (- takes a eritical ook at Liberation Theology  the con-

sis: Badical Poliiics and the Lefl; Transinon to g Markel
conoimy o Russia, {Thineg, and Elsewhere; Philosophical
Tssucs; the Marginalists; Practical Problems in the Shiit

west of Harlem Avenue as we olfer Poverty, Liberation,

cept that churches should take an active role w fighting
social injosbice,
Westchesier resident Donna Marie |

Degsi, who com-

ic a Land-Kent Based Fiscal Bvstem; Significance of the preied Progress & Poverty during the Fall term, invited
.@&m }.hw}f} m I;,'%"ﬁﬁmm Fvajuation {'ﬁ( ; ) HOGE to offer PLELR in her community. The instroctor
Selution o Condlicts over Land; Land Taxation and the will be John Kuchta
= 3 Lahdd .

PONiF ST SO DR 1L N e - . X
UN, World Bank, and _E Ml' Separately, HGS nstructor George Menninger has re-

The conference will be completely bilingual i structured ihe “concise” version of the P& course down
Sparash and English, with simultancous transiations. For {0 just five sessions. This reduction, from six sessions
further information visit waww inferunion. org. vk, or farmerly, was done by consolidating the last three ses
contact the School. sions nko two, o now i3 easier than over to lesrn the fun-

As previeusly announced, the Counctl of Georgist dapenial reasons why riﬂfﬁ?:@iﬁ i

Orrganizaiions will present their North American {on- educatons! progress over the years, poverty 15 3 persis-
ference in —‘"‘i]f‘?l'qﬂi‘iqik MM, baly 212725, Theme is {}UY fond }}f{)bler'ﬁ and recessions recur,

Common Heritage: Land and Water in New Mexico.”
GO Vice President Alanna Harizok, founder of the

Farth Rights Instituie, ig chairing the Conderence iy (_ﬁii’dgg gi}b jonn

Planming Comgnittes.  For further mformation visit The “~g§ﬁ~!pjmg“‘ Progress & Poverfy, a nine-session

www progress. org/ego. or contact the School, offering taught by Rob Deake, will meet on Tuesday
CG0s 2005 conference will be at Philadedphia, and evenings al Chicago.

we hope 10 have the 2006 conference in Chicago, For those who have comp etui FProgress & Poverty,
the advanced course Appl gy ineels
Wednesdays.

Henry George Schoal/Chicago Course Schedule, Fall Term 2003

# ! Conrse (i"?miam_)i Doay & Time I Start [ Finigh I Seszions ! Instrecior
Classes in Chicapn {2t 417 = Uearbare)
i Progress & Poverty COMBLETE Tue 6230 P Jan 2 Mar 1¢ & Bob Droke
2 | Progress & Poverdy Concise Fi1 3058 Phd Fan 50 Feb 07 i Creorgs Metninger
9 | Apphed Econamics ADVANCED” Wed 6:36 P | Jan 21 Wigr 74 10 Clhuck Metaiiiz
Chass n Wesichester (near Westchester Bbed & Elsonbower Expressway)
3 2 Poverty, Liberation & Land Reform g Bal 7.3y P I Fag 17 l gy 13 ! 9 Ijahzl Kaichts
Class i Dowsdown Evansion {sear Davis & Oak Mresis)
4 l Progress & Poverty Con E Fhar 72340 PR I Ton 29 i Fy

5 & Poverty,
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Alemni establish their
Association
At its inaugural meeting, November 17, 2003, the Henry
(George School Alumm Association generated a list of
fifty possible projects. Eleven graduates attended,

Obituaries

! Bl Pitt
L in my ionely days after my divores living on Pine Grove )
§ in Chicago, it was nice fo have a house guest. Bili Pitt f

| stayed with e for a short time many years ago on his [

I way to or from some Georgist conclave. Of course | [

it was fascinated with his Australian accent, and he fillod [

il me in on mining activity down under since one of his  f

] sons was a mining engineer. He was always talkative

1 and had a certain nervous energy. Just about every

I time you encountered him at & Georgist event he

il would hand you some printed material on his latest

| inspiration to promote Georgism.

F  When | aftended the International Georgist Con-

il ference in Cambridge, England, we held a cocktail re- §f

il ceplion at one of the college guadrangles. There was

Dgcusgions can continie via email, using a groug
which Ben Limpert has established for ug af
groups.yahoo.com/group/chicagogeorgists/. Regardless
whether vou wani 1o participate in discussions, vou
should jein this group to be informed about upcoming
alumnni events.

If vou have any technical difficulty getting cormected
o the group, fee! free to call the School for help.

& metal statue of William Pitt. Somebody, and i may )
il have been Bill Pitt, put one of the plastic cockiail glas-
it ses in the hands of the statue and then brought every- #
il one's attention to it. | was a memorable momend. i
I Several years later, | went to the International Union i
il conference ai Selwyn College of Melbourne University. i
i Since | arrived a day or two early, | was the house
[l guest of Bill Pitl. He mel me at the airporl with the usu-
Il 2 sign to attract my atiention in the throng departing |
Il cusioms, and we had a swifi trip o his home in a Mel- |
I boumne suburb, diring which he gave a running com-
i mentary on each community we passed through. Later
il he took me to the Georgist School in Melbourne on [
[l Hardware Strect where he spent many hours | am

Thanks to our Contributors

Since our last issue, donations have been received from
the following supporters:
Bob & Ruth Kennedy Everett Gross

Maior funding is also provided by the Henry George
Schaol of Social Science m New York City. Additional
contributions were earsed through fgfve com. (Learn how
you can support the School over the Internet, at no cost,
at www bechicaeo. orefioive him).

The School’s instructors, staff, alumm, and students
value vour support.

Il sure. Again he was fouting some new unique ap-

[l proach fo win people aver 1o the ideas of Henry

[| George. | dor't remember specifically any of the ap-

Il proaches he advocated but | do remember the

it passion with which he presented them. { was sad-

i dlened to hear of his passing on Movember 2. it

— Robert F. Jene
Forest Park fi

Henry George School of Social Science,
Chicage, iHinois
417 8. Dearborn St #5110  Chacago, IL 60605
(312)362-9302
hgchicagol@pobox.com WwW Igchicago.org

] Margareie Dewey [t
il My Aunt, Margarete (Gottlieb) Dewey, died recenily at [
[l ihe age of 91. She was a life long Georgist, siudent
ll a5 well as class leader, when she lived in Chicago for
l many years. She retired to San Diego but continued

Members of the Board of Directors

Robert Drake, President
Chuck Metalitz, Vice-President & Executive Director

her interest in your cause, | aitended the [1593] L. A. Michael Cohen, Treasirer Royal Cotr

Convention with her. . Robert F lene John A Kuchia

il Much success to your school and its programs. i . . .
nd thank you in behalf of your school for the learming | George M. Mepninger, Jr. Greg Mullins

Scott Walton, Secretary
The Hiinois Georgisi is the newsletier of the Henry
George School of Social Science, Chicago, inois.
Signed articles reflect the opinions of thew respective
suthors, and do not necessarily represent the opinions or
policy of the Henry George School. Editer of The Hlinois
Georgist is Chuck Metaliiz.

It sxperiences and pleasures my aunt derived from

it participafion in the Henry George School Activities.
i — Lillian M. Hanner [
Rancho Palog Verdes, CA

i [Ms. Hanner sent iwelve Georgist books that had [
| belonged to her Aunt, notably inciuding Henry George |
il ir's The Menace of Privilege, and Joseph $.

i Thompson's More Progress and Less Poverty, an

| abridgement of P&P. 1 The Scheol is a private, tax exerapt school under

the provisions of the Infernal Revenue Code Section
501(c¥3). Donations to the School can be {ax deductible,




ol. 18 No. 1 @ ke [liinois Georpist, Winter, 2004 4 3

Perclose 510 registration fee and would lke 1o regisier for

__ Progress & Poverly (specify section number

_ Poverly, Liberation & Land Reform (section #3)
_Applied Economics (section #9—you must have taken Progress & Poverty previously)

F!ﬁ‘ase C

send the Schiool catalog induding course descriptions.

: add me to your maiing list.

__change my address/narme as indicated on the reverse,
o help In the Schooi’s work.

__accept this contribuiion of $
__ contact me about tax-advantaged giving.

__contact me about volunteering to help the School.

i

;

__remove me from the mailing Jist.

Be sure that your name and address appear correctly on the other side of this form.

Mail this form to:

Henry George School, 417 S, Dearborn #510, Chicago I 60605

or fax it to 775/458-8677 with your name & address. If you
register for a course yvou will receive confirmaticn by telephone or mail,

Refief vontled from page 4

revenue. The 1llinois proposal takes earned wealth from
some people, and gives 1, not to everyone in the state, but
¢ gne ¢lass of (mostly) other people.

“Neighborbood Preservation Homeowner Exemption”
A different propesal comes from the Cook County Asses-
sor. This cne simply modifies the assessment process, in
Cook County only, 1o assure homeowners that the
“taxable value” of their homes will not increase by more
than 7% in any one vear. The total iax base will
therefore grow more slowly than otherwise, so school
districts and other local governments probably will need
o increase their tax rates, to the extent they iegally can.

Whereas the Lt. Govemnor's proposal would give every
homeowner the same nmumber of dollars, the Assessor's
proposal would benefit those whose homes have become
much more vahuable, at the expense of all other tax-
payers, whese homes have not appreciated so rapidly, oy
who do not own homes at all. So if you are ucky (or
clever) enough to have bought into a fast-appreciaiing
arca, much of the tax increase you would have paid will
mztead be paid by the vest of ug.

This proposal doesn't require a Constitutional amend.-
ment. In fact, iegislation to implement it was infroduced
during the fall session.

Among the data released to support this proposal is a
table showing that, in Cock Ceunty, the vroportion of real
estate tax paid by residential taxpavers grew from 33% in
1997 to an estimated 42% i 2003, Bul every time a
rental apartment in a building of seven or more units is
converted to a condominiwm, it goes from the “commer-
cial” to the “residential” side of this tallv, so this isn't an
accurafe depiction of trends facing individual home-
owners. And considering the significant tax breaks
granted to commercial and industrial developers in recent
vears, and the very large increases in market value of
residential real estate, it's hardly surprising that
residential's share, as defined by the Assessor, has

increased quite a bit. Sl the percentage of market
value that a Cook County homeowner pays in real estate
taxes remains much lower than in most cther Hlinois
counties.

Canse and Effects

The purpose of both these proposals is understandabie.
Politicians, # they ave to giay in that line of work, need 1o
get elected and reelected.  This requires atiracting atien-
tion, which can be difficult for offices such as Assessor
and Lt Governor,  The tax system is sufficiently com-
plex that voters cannot be expected to comprehend it
fully, but a check for 3208 is something we all under-
stand. And dén’t we all svmpathize with the homeowner
suddenly confronted by a huge tax increase? (Perhaps we
don’t think about the wealth increase which that home-
owner could realize, simply by selling out to someone
who values the location mere highly.)

The effect, if either proposal is enacted, would be to
make decent housing even more expensive for those who
can't now afford it, to give further encouragement to land
speculation, to further complicate the state or local tax
system, and to reduce the real estate tax revenue
available to schools and other local govermments.

A bit of sound cconomics

There was one little piece of sound economic thinking
buried in the bill which carried the Assessor's proposal in
Springfield. This would have increased the 8-year
exemplion for improvements 1o existing homes, from
$45,000 *market value™) to $75,000, thus giving a little
bit more encouragement to those who try 1o upgrade their
houses. In a city with 60,000 vacant lots, more thinking
about ways to stop using taxes to punish those who build
might lead io a beneficial cuicome.  Chuck Meialitz

Sources:

S cockeoumiyassessoncom/New Bxemp/NeighFreserve 2003 himl

Swww.siare. il uslegon/tan/

usilegistarion BillStatus. asp? DocNun= 1 498 &G AID =34
DocTvpeils= SS{W cafd =451 2 Sessioni{i=3

S revenne. siare. il us/PublicationsiEocal Governmernt/HOPTAN S 0. pedf
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values might have doubled since the last assessment three

eartier. Owners, naturaily, are uphappy, and some
ampouni of the increase.

YEArs
are surprised by the
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Homeowners aren't, by and large, poor peopie. Th
income of homeowning bouscholds s congiderabiy
higher than that of renters, and certainly higher than the

homeless, Nearly twice as high as reuters in Hiinois, in

Cook County, and reding b the 2006
census, Bul homeownes:
the homeless) to vote, 50 politicians are again

aboast the need for “property tax relicll”

are more bkely than rentors (or
YAMETing

Of course there are already several provisions i place
which shelier homeowacrs fram the taxes ficed by those
whe own commercial and industinal property, or wha B
i renial vnits,  These include 2 “E’z{'-n‘za:&;ma.d een,
additional exeraptions for “senior cits " {with fie
nd defervals for those of modest mwmel and a crediz
s Winois income tax, And n Cook County, residential
:erm] golaie is asscased and taxed at a lower porcentage of
valug than comrercial or industrial real esiale.
af tang piy

al esiaie HwWiners,

in this staie

Bt there 15 a long bistory
aiumiw ca;(m{';wiz‘ w*l%aritj; 10

ehieve” 7o

neral 5 3--* s taw unttl 19372, when
Mli\f!;i.i i ablow abolition of a

[ L
ai least two welbsupporied propesals to

e fay

A

Yo we

v oroan peal esiale swners, ondo tho

“Favpaver Action Amendmeens”

Hhinais i

Inside

crease i said to only affect 1.4% of the siale’s axpayers,
Half the funds €;‘,0]§@€"1'§3(§ wou d E‘}G dﬁﬁ"ibﬂihd to [Hinois
homeowness, st 1o at least
$208” 1o each. T hc {;{h@r ha.if W‘G!jkﬁ% b@ given to local
school distncts.

Clearly, this proposal assumes that high-income tax-
pavers won'i change their behavior when their taxes in
crease. Tiassurnes that they wouldn't move their leg
residences to Florida or Texns, or one of the other states
with no siate income tax. Tt assumes that they dont
employ accvuntants and consultanis, and, indeed,
ts, who would have new
vhves fo find ways o reduce
£ INCome.,

High-income
people who are
BOCCGHBIAIEY aF
froy fawyery
world get v
axtia benefit

Rui if high income people are
smarter and more mobile than the
rest of ug— and they probably are,
hecause Somd I:am ihey managed 1o
0 then they'l
o minmize how much
by hay ({3

ociop

U Ahf)i'! Ihik proposal wiil be es-
The Adaska Permanent

Belief




