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. shou!cl tight to mamtam thers

i "OUH cw:l !ibertﬁles are precsm.s ights and’ =y
iF wé are W ’
stithreat

to gwe up without™a strugg!e at the:

* we do not.deserve to have fhem-at ali™-

—:AMES OMURA:

A Trabme to §megmy'

MEDST “hysteria engulfmg fhe Pacmc

Coast diiring the eariy fomes E: s;ngulariy
‘sang forthright voice crying in the Nikkei
wilderness was that of San Francisco-

X . based Current Life publisher, james Omu-

_ra whose perspicacious ahead-of.his-tire
socidal and political commeritaries alsg ap-.
peared in Japanese Amsrican vernacular
newspapers (@8 well as lster in the

 Colorade Times).®

A randoth reading of Omura teday can-
nat, fall but to prasent evidence that here -
mdeed was the North American Nisei Tom
Faing, glthotoah no oné was hardly aware

. of it at the time. Few perhdps are aware of

it today.

- Belatedly, we wish to acknowledge our
gebt to Jimmis Omurs and io pay tribute to -
his' sterting qualities by sharifg ‘some
selected commentarigs from his “Passing.
Show" column siated - for publication
February, 1842 -~ unpublished dus 10 con-
fisgation by American “secunty agents -
{see faosimile copy. otitained by Freedom
of Information -‘Act appeal and claim, ‘Doc.
ii 100-2887-14, Denver FBI file)..

. 1t was'when Omura resumed his jour-
nahsm pursuits in Denver, where hs had

“moved prior to the fntarnment procedure,
e cand reestablished a journal, The Hocky

‘ Shimpo, that he was jailed for cutspoken

" defense of the Heait Mountain, Wyoming -

Concentration Camp protesters who were”
then affirming the prerogatives of citizen-

~.ship, speaking out ageinst flagrant ad-

ministrative injustices.
Cn the essentidl political issues of the

i time — largely ignored by the mainstream

- Northamerican Nikkel print media -— has~

"¢ anyorie from that era spoken with ithe

clarity of vision and perceptive thinking of -
“this man? We..would weicome - response
from readers, o
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Ev :mm;e Omuu

'fha greal goficein of £3.000
Nisel Americass living Tedey oo
ficcoas {8 primatily the
elr| civil Yiberties: The
rloymints and bank-

Tuplcy ¢
- the “eaent, Conflich-aze sesondery
"I, impetidnes foahie fide. axertise
of theu' .er}shed Hidirigh! as

) cwﬂcr Jor rmass.evae
the 1rlor'0r oball '.aer

-cal for alarm. .SuPh ¥ Taave
! ientwolld espasy upan finda-
“métal, precepts ol our consliruhcn
nd wouid depnve dind searment

.a-; o
“the urm.b.es af the N

ingly wrinlogoiis 1o the ‘githcidles:..

,conkpnied for cenniries by, people
d fawrish birth.

P*-Abl.\c hyiteris is a pmsne ql,
gvery was, The cuirent hys\ena T

Bt foi ts basic fguridation aclash
- batwaen two oprosing Taces. Ra
" clalisty, iz wa all know, haz been *
the !.rrevocab,.e dividing qui i<
iding batwosn A: ns
of Faciél de-s::ert wnd Americans
"ot Cuucmslm Aerivativhs.
! Tha,mads évacuslioh o gifizén
* Amaricans willy Japktese lacesif:

ot b3, s'esu!!s Bl

slibn’s gilizenry & fusi ye-

wrbitrarily alordging the conafite-
tion - euspension of The Bill of
Hights w citizen Americans mere

- ly becausé: by sccident of hirh
# they, happen o BelTopshesd U
wowe BN any Tespedidis Tof Togd. ¥

federal conslitution; we would
hardly commit af overt aet which
ww]d viatale its ansenliaf Etuc-

. Every Nisel..chould bs. umdveh,‘_'; A
: thly ‘Spposed 10 tuss vicubdon,

- in 42t there er
i x5 5 -

p"'m"

= avactation. by the Nisslis s Ealse
Jdea of lopally And- o & polrayal
«of their Inherited ‘tighis. W
should™ néi be sn iger 1o give
‘oraind st the frst threat (o 'our
" vl lbartiés” but shoold siniggls
i, lo hold -oh fo, tidde insljenable
plriv‘JBQeﬁ b whl:h m ore snui.l

'[n try-}.m perinda av.u:h as tha
*efsls we bre BOW expsrrlendnu H
‘Isise gods will appear 6 agvise:

g, They wili stempt 16 veakan

sagg and then dastroy 1 by lubLe,
prea:}mems ofid. soothlng prom-:
- fges, for-our, suhr—isszan “Whatavet ©
_promnsas are madelof U5 beyunde
stie - Sigrfas ghould wol undarmifa
"o sterm resalvato fsht “he-good:

‘posed to mass evacuation .

W sinbdl ol Eovaity. CYohintary

a, faf nore sarious matter thans
! el i professicnal rebbledtuse
‘grs would lexd us W beligvel:

Tl’sereis i.he Yory grave “matier. ok

ad v We' cirghi niot & barter ot
mihrightdorgelds . C 2

AHE GREAT CONGERN of 63 000 Nasel
Americans living. today on- the Pacific
coast is primarily the threat 1o their civit
liberties, The loss of employment and
bankruptey of businesses as rasuis of the
curient conflict are secondary in im-
portarice to the iree exercise of their
cherishred birthright as. American citizens.
The rising clamor for mass evadiation
intg. the interior of all. persens . with
Japanese faces is a cause for altarm. Such
a movement would. trespass upon fun-
damerntal precepts of our eonstitution and
would deprive one segment of the nation’s
citizenry "a just redress of its wrongs. In
this respect. the troubles of the Nisel are
strikingly analogous 1o dhe difficulties

confranted for centuries by people of

Jewish birth.

Public hysteria is a parasite of every
war. The-cirrent hysteria Has for its basio
foundation & olash between two opposing
races. Racialism, as we all know; has been
the irrevécable dividing gulf to un-
derstanding between Americans of racial

descent ahd Americans of Caucasfan -

derivations.
2 7 RIKKA

figh! hets where dastiny. hias plac:-»

The msss evacudtion of citizen Am-
ericans with Japangse faces is a far more
sarious matter than what our professional
rahbie-rousers would tead us to believe.
There is the very grave matter of arbitrarily
abridging the constitution — suspension
of The Bill of Rights to citizen Americans
merely because by accident of birth they
ha;}pen to be Japanese. If we are any
respecters« «of our federal constitution, we
wouid hardly commit an overt act which
would violate its essential structures.

Every Nisei should bs unalterably op-
. Voluntary
evacuation by the Nisei is a fatse idea of
joyalty and is a betrayal of their inherited
rights. We should not be so eager to give
ground at the first threat to our tivil liber-
ties but should struggle ic hold on to
those inalienable privileges to which we
are erfitled.

In trying periods, such as the crisis we
are now experiencing, false gods will ap-
pear o advise us. They will attempt 1o
waaksn us and then destroy us by subtle
preachments and soothing promises for
our submission. Whatever promises are
made for us beyond the Sierras should not
undermine our stern rescive (o fight the
good fight here where destiny has placed
us. We ought not to barter our birthright
for gold.

— james Omura

This is how Jimmie Omura spoke in
1942; judging from his extensive travel-
iing, researching angd writing (a reguiar
golumn for Hokube! Mainicii, San Fran-
siggo) it Is clear that his undaunted spirit
remaing as vigorous as ever,

James Omura

Another mouth to appease.
A thousand loaves.

o

At dawn as befsre .
What bmnmg sea-change
Emblazons .
Ceaxmg the soursog

To bstter femembrance  ©
-And what strange. frait - o
What savage crime? - ¢

And stariess mghts o

When Pl’QSpE{O sieepsv_
Wwho beats ‘the Black °
Slave, chained Cal 1ban '

- Eyeless; as amegfﬂ_?: s

Li4 . — Rob Rolfe

ROB RGLEE is a poet libiarian a"uylsl werkmg in
Toronto. He- will ‘be giest editifig the next assua of
BIKKE -on'ia theme 0F: apartheld o .

BARR?STER & SOLECITOR |

Suite 301, 347 Coliege St. Toronto, Ont :
. MSI 1,

C-L?A?fai.--ﬂ;ﬂ iy

. The ruins we?‘ are! bu;idmg, ‘
they wom

grown by the past

e Charies Kafmos

Ramar A, Tsragl

Edftors leka

- ould like to ask t‘ne help of. your'

roaders so that | can. obtain first hand in-

format:on about the experience of
f ' / _erlcans or Japanese

W W!t The result of
th!s research Wit be an amcle ahout these
wamme exper:encesf
Jan A. Millar
1806 Bantry Trail
Kernersville, NC
27284 U.SA.
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General Executive Director
Radio Pacifica FM Network

g

( §a;_~:’cz 1949, when firet formad By & group
of pacifizts, Pacifice Radic has functioned

&5 an slternative radio volce i tha

American pubiic in the vast arsas of the’

arts and oulture, news and information.
Az a non-profit communications net-
work with-five stations gcross theé U8, {in-
cluding KPFK in Loz -Angelas). Pacifica
Radio has experisnced bosh good and bad
financial times. over. iig- langthy and
noteworthy existance. If. s%i,-tlmes Ware
bad for Pacifica Hadio. ‘Poor fiscal
management at the pailtic ai!y heral net-

work: doupled with. & -lesg fran robust

" natiofal economy had Paditicn In severe

- debt. The ldeology and sense of purpose

among those in the organization were as
strofig-ds evér,. but Paciica lacked. the
budgetary pragmatism that was nesaded fo
keep the progressive network operating.

Enter Sheron Rae Maeca. Pabdifica

recruited Maeda  from KRAS radio in

Washington siais. Belween 1378 and 1880,
the Portland-bom: Sarissi " had: literally
saved the financislly strapped KRAB by

implementing a Ssound budget policy.

Pagifica gorrectly . flgured that Maeds
might be zble to pull off a similar coup
with its faitaring network,

“Tha flsgal [aspaﬁc ] o longer t

ot of oy time) sxplalned
“‘Man 1 came to Pacifica five
sLant s of my time wrying ‘o hol
oy aﬁltms and trving to figurs cud paymer
P! 215 ang maklng aure W warg only spen-
din
| Just idok over ‘the iedgers

Taday, ina fortunes of Pacifica Radio

ars on the upswing, solveni, and in the
proogss of mapping its long range future,
Az the network’s chief executive director,

47 RIKIA

s much a8 ws were bri ng ng in. Now

Practical and Idealist

Maada is the psrson. raspons:bie for
making Pacifica Hick. Not only does: she
pverses the financisl.aspects of Pacifica
{including -fund.raising and lobbylng for
gavernment funds), but she is also in
charge of Implementing the overall policy
sat by the network's board of governors.
Pecifice has an archive of over 20,000
program tapes covering toples from apar-
theld to nuclear issues. Maeda feels these
tapaz hold an important key io the net-
work's future. o

“! fgel our real push snto the 21st can-

tury will not be {6 scgquire more stations.
it's not cost eflsctive to keep acquiring
stations. The cvarhead is enormous and -
the responsibliity is enormous, Wih the .

same amount of money we could
digseminate the informiation we- already
have {o the gsnaral public gnd fo com-
mercial radio stations through cassetls
szies.” sald Maeda. “Thers aré radio
stations that would play what we havs,
mayba not rock ‘n'roil stations, bui like an
all nows siation might ‘want somathing
wa've ¢one on the Bill of Rights. And there
sre a whale iooss Knit group of Black

iohased heavily our
hara are |itile
W't 9. Hopetully,
have tm rasourses in the coming
» maret thess haavily,

*tas} can also bhe randuits for
Fion from other parts ¢f the world,
at WA foreign policy, some
impty can't o2t a0y information
mwz&ry {c ihe paople of this
courtry without i somahow getting distor-
ted. | think our role in the iuture can be
that of & sonduit in the United States for
cuiture ang informetion coming from

tatlons arotng ‘the country.”

around. the world, - pamcuiar!y the 'E’h:rd
World.” .

Pacafzsa has often been !abe!ed a net-
work of thefar left, .but Maeda helisves
this classification refiects more the con-
servative nature ef the mainstream press
rather - than the liberal orientation of
FPacifics,. She denies that Pacifica's
programming is siacked with a liberal
pelitical. ortentation. Maeda says 60 per-
cent of the programs on Pacifica Radip is
music-raiated {mdarground rosk, reggae,
Latin, African, etc.), the othar 40 pareent is
informational programming. Topens oan
rangs from a program on the proposed
Btar Wars" defense plan, the Car Show
(devoted to autombiiie aftairg), or the
Organic Gardening program. The probiem,
she says, is getting people to realize that
there s something for evaryone .with
Pagifica prsgrammmg

“We may e the oniy radic network that
has g philosophy that's nol boltom iins
doliar philosophy,” Maeds said. “Within
that, you can do a ot By presenting
divergeni views and cullures we arent
gspousing a certain iine. We wani the
audience to be aware of ideas, musgic, znd
cultures that are different from their own.

There arz . a ot of ways you can view .

peace, and thers are different ways of
dealing with peace issues. We are_a con-
dult for sl dilfsrent perspectives.”

Maada says Pacifics iries to get con-
servative opinions on ths air, but that this
is not always ‘easy. The nafwork has had
the Amerinan Nazi Party and the Ku Klux
Kian as guesis, but in many instances con-
sarvatives have declined Invitations:to ax-
orass themseives through Pacifics. Maeda
believes the network’s “anvihing goes,”
listener callsin format intimidates some
potential guests who are used o more
controlied environments.

Pacifica Radie really is commumty
radio realized. Nintey-five percent of the
programming for each of the #ve stations
{ocaied in New York, Berkelay, Houston,
Washington D.C., and L.A} is produced
tocally. And 80 percent of that is produced
by voluntsers, .

Maeda emphasized: “Almost 2l the
hosts, the people whe do the Car Show or
the woman) who does Uncls *Ruthie (a
popular chiidren’s show), arg doing it as

voluntesrs, There are fow exceplions.

They're on the air. because oy have ex-
pertise and.because.they enioy it. It's a
whole different way of doing radic. H's
participatory. radio.”’ '
Maeda has been. a success at Pacmca
largely because shea's both igealistic. and
practical, but.it-has been her ideology and
political opinions which. have gotien her
the most attention. Anything-but shy about
expressing her views, last Aprii she was
arrested in Washington for demonstrating
agams’t South Afnca s poticy ot apanheld

She has alsoc been in ihe center of
several raging politicai-vocational rstorms
over the years.- When working with the
University of Washington's pubtic
television station in the mid-'70s, Masds
co-produced several controversial
documentaries, one of, which was on the
Japanese Americen intermment. The
documentary was co-producsd with
currept San  Francisce anchorwprman
Wendy Tokuda and co-sponsored by
Tokuda's then-emplovers at the NBC Seat- .
tig - affiliate.

“What blew . peepte away wsrg the
aoonomic issuss (of internment),” recalied
Maeda “We said cleariy in the documen-
tary that-{the inlernment) was dong to get
paopie off the farmiands. Al the time, that
wash't accepted by many historians as
being fact. We researched it and we f{eit
comiortabls with it So. it was very con-
trovargial, We got 58 hate letters and a
couple’ hundred phons calls. The iypical
ong was ‘My nephew was Killed at Pear
HMarbor. How dare you put this on the air.
Go back tc whers you came from.” Wendy
and | were quite shaken because we were
disappointed with our preduction and
because it was the first documentary for
both of us. So we weren't able o say
things as strongly as we wanted. it was
not a hard-hitting documentary. But even
in a lightwelght fashion we were abls to
bring out. people who stili harbored that
much hats,

: “Wendy's boss was very excited. He's a
very liberal person. He felt we did 2 good
job and felt the issue nesded coverage,
though &t my. station there was dead
siience for about a week. Colleagues
would-say ‘Hi, Sharon,’ looking down at
the carpet as they walked past me.
Nobody wanted to discuss if. Sometime

REKIA / 6§




S igter. my job was discontinded.:That was.

" st one of a numberof- thmwa They dtdn 1
D want to rock the boat”" !
* The second controversy “came at

Pacifica - Radio- several years -ago. This® -

time, fronically enbugh, it was the tibera!
oross whoo accused Mueda of beihg a
regctionary - after. she fired two KPFK

reporers. According to ‘Maeda, the two -

KPFK reporters had done fund-raising
among some of Pacifica’s major donors

tar an unauthorized trip to Ei Salvador. -

They gave the impression to the donors
that thair Central American gxcursion was
_a Pacitica assignment although the station
had not sanctioned such a irip.

“it was 18 months later before | was
viridicated and in the meantime | was
vilitiad -in the progressive press,” said
Mazda: “They were saying [, atong with
. the managers under me, were irying io
turn  the organization irito a more con-
‘servative organization that was less willing
to take chances and thought Central
-Ametica ‘was not a critical issue. But {the

reporters) were creating their own junkst -

. with no approval.from the station. | found
-out about it the day before they ook off
and | said, 'vou get on that plane and
you're fired.” So, they got'on the airpiane
and | fired them. The (i Salvador) elec-
tiens were happening and they thought
they were hot-shot journalists. They were
golng to file stories with Pacifica, but they
were alse going to.sell them to wire ser-
wces and newspapers a[i over the coun-
try.’

Maeda not only survived the criticisms
and attempis by some people at Pacifica
to get her fired, but -eveniually - got
promoted from : exscutive director to
general executive director. Today theve
are stiil many sccial-political issues that
have Maeda’'s attention. Protesting at the
South African Embassy, or picketing
Mann’s Chinese Theatre and “Year of the
Dragon,” Maeda seems constantly In-
volved in community and global issues.

“| feel very fortunate that | was the first
grandchild and the first child born aftermy
paranis got out of camp. | was the symbol
of the next generation and the hopa of a
better futurs,” stated Maeda, who in junior
high school planned to be & senator. She
worked on Bobby Kennedy's 1968
Presidential campaign, but, devastated af-

6/ RIKKA

ter his

-said -sh'e eventually
* politically.While she views the country as

. gaogranhicaily,

- caresr,

aworld =fits  exactly
‘emplovers (Pacifica’s founding goal was

assassination,” ~becams
disillusioned with electoral politics. Maeda
ceyened  out”

lead by - d regressive edrministration,

‘Maedz cites Mike'Woo's election {as LA,

councilperson} and Jesse Jackson’s’ un
for the presidency as enco'uraging g

The Asian Arwrican and Jasanese
Amerlcan ccmmu{wues in’ Los Angales,
rowéver, she f;nds o be diaappo;ntmg!y
fragmﬂmcu

i was very “active. in the {Asna%
Amencan} community in Saattis, ‘but. herel

teel 'm very much an \,UESIGM’" Masda
Jamented.

“In Seattie, thete’s not so much

together. Seaitle’s a very lbersl city, When
i“got down here it Was a rude awakening
because even among Asian Americans it
was very segregated. | had (o go way oul
of my way ie ity {0 mee: Chiness and
Pilipines. Here, you can belong to 30
arganizations and they can al siill be JA
organizations. And with so many people
here . .. There’s even iwo JA anti-nuciear
groups! . .

“The commuhity here s divided
generationally, socially,
potitically, and econcmically. Therg's so
many JAs thit you dan have & group of 50
people and you can be off into volr own
little thing without having to interact with
other people. | think L.A. is the hardest

city to organize participatory anything.

" Vary active in local Asian American af-
fairs, Maeda is on the board of Great Leap
(the Asian American media cgrgansza*mr:},
= - membar -of Pacific Asian -American
Writers-West {(a creative writing
organization}; an Asian American- Jour-
malists Assotiation - member; and
nationalty, serves on the Commission on
Communication, National Council of
Churches; Gensral Commission on Com-
munications,” United Methodist Chureh;
and The Eilm Fund. As for her long term
Maeda feets it's stili not set,
despite her success ihus far at Pacifica.

“I am happy where [ am now, " eX-
plained Maeda. “It's the first time i've
found that my philosophy, princ;pies and
own sense of what needs to happen in the
with those  of my

some autonomy and could affect some
changemwhether it's in commercial
racio, motaon pictures, TV, or the print
maedia — | would have to consider it. A lot
of networks would be hdrd put'to hire me

because they, would khow enough abolt’

my reputation.

“But | thirk. ihat you can make an tm-
pact wherever you are. You car have an
influerice. People say ‘t can't take a
straight job’ or."t'm going to sell out and
go de my suburban thing.' It doesn’t have
to he sither or, you can make an impact
wherever you are.’l think most Americans,
specifically -Japanese Americans, dont
give themselves enough oredit for what
they can accomplish. :

-— fon Matsumoto

Gratefut  acknowledgemants to Tozel Times, Los
Angeles. for permission to reprint this article from their
issua of Qctober 1985,

SILENT STEP

slender

warm brown

feet

shadowed against
the tiles

in perfect sculpture’
of delicate angles
wanting to tum

vet. stilled against _
movement. cedar skin
shaped around

ages of stalked

time '

lingers, smooth’

as patience, dsstant
feet

etched into

the roomys glance,
etched into

the mind

pulsate,

echoless — Mylene Pepin

Montreal, Quebec

FROM PERSIAN MINIATURE,

“Five Sufis Discussing #ystical . .
Love” .. . s ; -
(Safavid perivd / Isfahap swie. . 1580)

Life’s; streamn- softly
gurgles past ' _
the fool of the Beloved .
eager faces

asking eager q'uestioris
beneath gnarled iimbs

of a tree

one Sufi sits
aside with languid

“eyes

he doesn’t hear
the others

- beside him

wdd flowers

stare back at the sun

(tneugh for a day)

he knows he can never do ihal

the visage of the Beloved
must forever remain

unseen . ..

~— Nirmal Dass

HERMAL DASS ks a graduate student in E-lg!zch at York

. tiniversity, Toronto.
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AD | besn able to forgive my mother
during her lifetime and tell her so, | might
hava spared myself years of foeling
hagaii {(“itchy testh,” Japanase for
helpless anguish tinged with frustration). i
had long buried the events that shaped ms

inte a mother-hating adult until they sur- .

faced one evening during a sex seminar
when ! was well into middie age. s
leaders, in order to purge me of ihe
naughtiness { atiribute to sex and the gulit
i assume for paricipating in It, ex-
posad — no, overexposed -— me via fHim
to nudity. | had already watched male and
female frontal nudes superimpossd one
upon the other, dissolve and coalosce into
unisexual biobs, untii 1 el no shock, no
shame, only boredom at the sight of
another naked body.

Then, as | viewed vagina after vagina,
topped with fail or sparse curly hair and
bracketed by timp.vulvas .— overkiil
again -~ my mind raced back o my
adciescence and an ‘aliercation with my
mother when she had 8o enraged me with
her deceit that | vowed never o frust her
again, For my story to make ssnse,
howaver, | first must iefl about my
mother's early m*e that had the meact ofa
- fist upon mine.

My ”'za*iher Wwas’
rougnly 30 vears aftar .
1 280 years of se!f-am;;ssswd
persuaded by Commodore com-
manding gunboats, 1o resums frage
refations withh Western nations. She grew
up in a nstion spriving away irom
feudalism and a caste aystem foward in-
dustrialism and 2 more democratic
sceiety. My mdther was born only 20 ysars
a'ter peasants weobe pormilted o take sur-
names, . though by decrse workers still

8, RIKKA

wore garments that dencted their oc-
cupations. Parties to adultery. no longer
feared punishment by crugifixion in the
town square. And though the law that for-
bade it was rescinded, few couptes
married acreoss class lines.

Reared in a sexist environment and im-
nued with mid-Victorian morats, my
‘her inferior ot as a mat-
fer of o Ut ot without ihdrawn fury.
All she reaiiy wanted was the leve of her
father; she worshipped him. But he had no
intarest in her and never reciprocated her
adoratinn., So her efforis to overcome his
apathy formed the isitmotiv of her life.

Her father was more than apathetic. He

was cruel. A rice merchant and a scholar,

he branded Her a disappointmeni by
naming her Ura, which meansg the “op-
posite’” or “revarss’; in shon, the wiong
gender. She was the third Jaughtar as vell
as (he third child. Thansxi ans, also a girl,
was nameless for twg years until her father
weni to register tha kinh of his firgt son,
Offhandedly he 0lg the clurk that the gid
was 10 be called Four. rie gave his sons
less flippant, even noble names, and ob
them concentratsd his u}\@ and his con-
CEIT.

Of the eight children in the famliy five
were glrls. Rivalry among them to atiract
their tather’s notice was flercs, thelr chan-
ces to succeed doomed by his sexism. But
my mother did succeed. She. became
pregnant by the boy next door. And when
she did, her shame radiated beyond her
person on to the members of her tamily,
whose estsem In ths viliage was
diminished by her sin. They feit sympathy
one day because her hungsr for love was
understandabie and loathed her the next
because she had disgraced them.

:1
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. ong wha we

ter and Ksy i
sithoueite gave it away.
iy mother’s pleas that she and the boy
e wed were refused by his parenis, who
said she was wanton and unfil to be their
daughter-in-law: At 18, she gave birth to a
son. Her- lawsuit 10 . have the youln
declarad the father of her child was
fruitless. The case draggsed on, and in
mid-litigation -her two-year-uld- baby died.
Embittered, shunned by her frignds,

- and tortured most of alt by the reproach in

har father's eyes, My mother resigned her-
self to & life of spinsterhood. She had no
irade and no place 1o go; no daughtar aver
left home except ta marry, She had to stay
and endure the abuse the lowaspeopie

deall her.

My father's offer of marriage 20 years
iater enabled my -mother ¢ lzsave thée
scene of her missiep and seek fuiﬁi‘mem
in a fresh envirorenant. She game o the
United States in 1320, They had not met
hefore. they -were batrothed. The in-
termediary was o naighbor of my fathar's
i Sarta -Barbara, who also happened {o
e my mel z. cousin, He was about to
return to i to bring back a bride,"and
asked my g 12r he, {oo, would
like to be introd a prospactive wife.
My fathar, 46 o an olger woman,
» tiicaly to run off with
then he, the ratio of

men belng small

Her -cous my mother 1o be
suitable and so _advisad, her. father, who
not only sarctionad the maich but called it
& miracle — an onno:tun&y to rid himself
of a hopelessly unma '
While wgre@mc that
preferaple o none, he

a. bachelor v
Japanese v

aﬂd iy mother

eab!e daughter.
'y husband was'

played out the charade of inve
father's background. They lea
came from a poor and uncy
honest farming famity not 10
their own village.

My mother and my father siarted to

orrespond and exchange pictures. Ther
ieiters no longer exist; but every ence in 2

while | look at their photographs. My
mothar was a slim woman, not breath-
taking but comely, with puffy hair
jacauered in the mode of the period. She
appears totally unlike the fat, conientious

nerson |- called Mother.

in his serge suit, my father, & ba:qu
man with a Pancho Villa mustache and
piercing biaCs< eyés, seems afflient and
ursane. His studio porirait invests him with
autharity, dash, and a strength he did not
fave. The picture does not show that he
was seif-effacing and gentle, with neither
the drive nor the powarful with ﬁossessed
by my mother.

My tather had left his first wife and
gone (o the United - States in 1801
Because he-sent small sums sporadically
for 4 year and then nothing —Act even
latters — for eight years thersafter, she
divorced him. Of this fadt he was informed
by a man from his prefecture, a'San Fran-
cisco hotelkeepe”, who sarved as a
clearinghouse - for information of this
raturs. For nearty 10 years ry father
laborsd  ©n railroads as far ‘East as
Colorado, relurned to California to farm,
and saved encugh money by 1918 io spon-
sar a wife:

My famer wooed my mother by mail
thiough the efforts of o professional letter
writer. While his lstiers caused her father

to marvel at the scholarship shown by a
man whe had not progressed bevond the

third grade, my mother fell in tove with the
setf-educated poet who in haiku described
his dreams for .their future {ogether.- She
folt she knew him well and that he wouid
jove and understand her. '

The author of those letters remains a
phantom. | asked my father about the let-
ters, but he did hot remember;-though it

‘was he who told me about the other events

that took place befofe my birth: They are
nere pieced tbgether. from- my. own
reeoiieetmns surmises,” and from inform-
ation octamed from those of my- mother's
siblings who survived her. ™
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kFuiE of férebod:ng a“bom iéaving home'

to take up lifein a forsign land with a man
sha had never e, my mother accepied

my father's proposat of marriage. Because |

he never asked why a2 woman as abia—
bodied as she had remained single to the
age of 35, she yolunigerad notheng,_thus
cormpromising her integrity and activating
her consclence.

My parents were ushered mnto bmdmg
matrimony by. a clerk. Upon their wrilten
instruction, but with neither .of them
present, he added my mgther's. name 10
my father's family register. Crdinavily, she
then. would. have moved In.with his
parents, but they wers both dead. Sha
therefore lived at home in Japan for the six

monihs she was required to wait before

she applied for a passport. Upen receipt of
steerage fare and a little extra from my
faiher, my mother bookad passage on the
next vessel.

She made the five weeks’ trip from her
home in the mouniains of the Séuthern
island, three days by. horge cart to the
raithead, by train o Yokohama (where she
iested negative for hookworm and
trachoma), and finafly by ship io San Fran-
cisco. Because my father's documents had
been destrovad in the earthquake and fire
of 1808, my mother was datained at Angst
Isiand for two weeks until the immigration
Service was satisfied by a cable from
Japan that his entry had bgen a Iegal one.

During the entire vovage my mother
wrestled with the conflict of whether she
should revea! her Homished past 1o her
husband. She decidad that she must, At
deckside she blurted out the story of her
iife. She promised that she would cause
him nc regret and be faithiul forever if he
would permit hegr to stay. My father was
touched by her candor and courage
— and decided in her favor, for as he ex-
plained to me much later, “l couldn't ex-
pect a thlrty-sax—year-oid woman {0 be 2
virgin.”

My mother was grateful for only my
father had the power to grant her her wish,
the exchange of her label of outcast for
that of matron. At the same time she was
incenssd that he had passed off as his
own the letters that had 50 deeply affectad
her. To her disgust he held himself
blameless. He said alt unschooied men of
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The author's mother as a piclure bride ..

saw no reason to apologize and gave her

disitiusionment no credence.

To her Tather my mother exprnssed af— :

front that heér husband had not written the
sloquert letters they both had admired. He
answerad; “Don’t whine. You are foriunate
to have a husband at all. Make the hest of
it. Dom't ceme home.” .

it is true that my mother was in no
position to complain. Now ghe stood a
chance to lead a ife of respectability. But
it came tco late to unde the knots in her
spirit. Her father’z indiflerence and 20
vears of unremitting torture: had warped

her ability to get aiong with others. She at-

tributed malice to the words and dseds of

" averyone,

She bslieved the mildest reproot or

contradiction to be the harbinger of rejec-

tion. It aroused such fear that she flew into

& rage that never spent (tzeif. She -

gathered that energy all back inside, ad-
ded it {6 her reservoir of sarlier wounds,

- and used if {0 fusl more wolent sub-
-se:;uent eruptions.

The goodwill of others concerned her
Hitle. What she cared about most was her
father’'s approval. She achad for a hint that
her existence made a differgnce to him,
that he forgave her for having staingd the
famity's reputation and loved her none-
theless. She sent letiers and pictures. She
sent money, accumulated five and ten
cents at -a time. His repliss were per-
functory, no more than receipts. She never
received what she yearnsd for.

Ura, we in Japan el miss you. Bul we
know your place s with your husband,
making g life for yourselves in a foreign

tand, We admire you for working so:hard,
for yau wars not brought-up to grub in the

- figlds. Your mother ant | are proud to

have & daughter as: spmted and as brave

45, YOu. 7
Coﬂsistently rebuffe‘d, my -mather;
directed her rage at my father, for he 100 .

had iet her down. But to him she owned

-allegiance pecause he had saved her {(af-
ter a 20-year lapse) from a fate worse than -

death. Her wrath was sompotinded. by her

-dmwndﬁnce} on him_.for- support and

protaction. She was, snfunated by his
ignorance, his toady ing to the whl‘fe men

who smelled. Yet sha:dared not show, her ,

trug faelings, because in spite of his

promize to tell no one, he might reveal her -

terrible secret and expose her to the. op-
probrium she had fled. He was unworthy
of trust, an incipient traifor. Back and
torth, back and forth, she paced the con-
fings of her cage and decideéd that no
place was a refuie, no one her friend. She
was ‘afone’ in- hostile tefritory” where she
had fo stay because she couldnt go
rome.

. My ‘mother's life thereafter was one of .
gnm “aridurance. Engaged in. sicop iabor

in order to survive, she slogged through
each day, her loneliness a chill in the
bonas. For as long as u week somistimes
she spoke to no one but my father. Théir
convaraations were civit. Occasionally she
excorigted him for rea! or imagined of-
fenses, or for errors in judgment that had
lost tham ‘oney,

They lived on a farm wsm no te!ephone
& quarter mile from a paved road and my
mc}ihe'r could not drive. She had access
only to my father and the Mexican field

hands they hired during harvestime. My:

father was incepable ¢f stimulating her
mind which mighi, in turn, have nourished
her soul. He gave her a fast name, his
presence, no tendemess, and no m&tter
how hard she worked, either grudgmg
acknowledgment of her contribltion after
she had begged for it, or none at ali.

Their first child died at three months,
initiatly, my | mother wrote her father of her
happiness at the birth of her Jegitimate
son snd promised to send piciures. His
roply was stiff and guarded, Later she
shared her grlef Again he was non-
comm:ttal No matter how many times she

‘was the only one. My maother's

for her frusiraiions..

read nis lstter, she could 'mf extrant t,;,;

comiort that sha sought
Their son’s death drove a further we dae

between my parents. They perfonmad hei

‘\cho'es. in .silence, anxious aboul thus

seascn’s crag:vs on whoss yiekds depended

their paymﬂm of last saascn’s hills for PR
‘seed and fertilizer., B

My. mother was 40, my father 50 when
my birth guelled their.fear that they might
be chiidiess. They: had no other ohiidren: I
s panis that {
might perish as had. her two. children

hefore. me..was undersiandabie (o thoss

who knew of her misfortune, but notts me.
i was. maserable ynder ths i»yerts of

nm!smatched,r ‘constricting garments she
.made me war in winter. And i res anted her
-refusal: to iet me. skate, Fide a b cycie or

climb a tres.
‘She became ‘more eccenmc afier her

tather died. He feft her no deathbed

message. She wrote 10 make cerlain it was
not -an oversight. He .may. have said
something to Ura that-her mother in her
axcitement had forgotien to note. But the

reply came back, no, no message. ‘in those

days | frequently came upon her weeping
soundiessly, tears pourmg dawn her
cheeks.

| could do noih:ng about her SOTTOW.
Sensing thzt thelr capacity for joy had
evaporaied long before 1 was born, | feit
defeated by the size of the vacuum in my
parents iives that they expected me to {ill. |
tried anyway, because | was an intuutwe
child ang above all, an obedient one. My
mother had seen to that. Yet she deman-
ded a perfection | could never achisve.

In any event, | was useful as an outiet
Whanever | displeased
her and exprassed remorse, she remem-
bered- all the daiallz . of my previous

~fisdeeds and.relived them each afresh.

She experienced her agondes over and
over again, much-as a miser caresses his
coins. The list increased with.the passage

of time so thai even for irivial offenses |

was subjected to hour-iong ciatribes. |
dreaded them but never found the Key 1o
turning them off.

. Then, mercuriaily, my mothﬂr would be
kind. | recall that once she drdered me fo
go that instant to the outhouse.

“But, Mama, i have no urge — maybe

Jater.”
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“o not disobey,” my mother com-
manded. "Go now, while the seat is still
warm. o T . :

‘Hauntgd by the horror of her own un-
wed * pregniancy, my: mother choss to
protect me from & simifar fate. Hers was an
onerous calling, for she imaginad. that |
was irresistible 1o all men, young or.old,
who wers lechers, and that | was baing
ravished ~whensver | wag out of sight.
When ! raached puberty, she lived in con-
stant tarcor. it was this fixation that led 1o
cur. final estrangement. ; ;

" winila | was atlil a ftlle givl and acom-
pliant “ons, my mother examined me
ragularly (¢ determine that my hymen was
intact. Ag | grew oidar, inspection raguired
my acquiescence, At 15, | baiked. She
taad my refusal as prool that ! had been
violated, | denled it. She declared that as
my mother she nad.a right to see my
genitald, | disagreed, Ehe reasoned, she
pisaded, she yeited. | was adamant. Then,
on one conditlon; ! relented: “Only if [can
ook at you in retuin’” _ ‘
she assented, We disrobed and then
soert 10 minutes in “You firer,”" ""No, you
Hirst,”  interspersed with long, sguirmy
silences. Fesling foolish, | allowed her the
firat look. When she eculd stail no longer,
my mother refusad.
b owas furlous. | argued that

promisad: a promiss

Fz0

2 WHs WOrs
in chaiangad har s
tha impotis
Aid ned answar, Abs
slothes and

e
5 surfaning dread.

¢ mother had trickad and betraw
ama had lled and piayed ma for a fo
i hated har! That was tha emohon |rad
38 yaurs later when those vaginas flasiad
on the screen.

g me at thet fime a curtain rang
down. | nover aferward shared anvthing
trat matterad, Many Himes, perosiving that
{ was trounied, shs deciared that she was
my best frlend and urged me o confide in
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ner. | nodded, not wanting to arouse her
ire, ut was mute. Besides, she was not my
bes frisnd. We were glusd togethar as
muather and daughter, but | had not chosan
it ihat way. | longed to get away. As that
was not possible, 'prayad that she would
dis. - o
My prayers wars partially answarad. My
:othar became &n inva ¥
inn grew out of

lgs, which ware

the

T ; : .
“raiging # apove the lavel ol that of the
gopulucs. She competed with a neighbor

‘o gez who oould register the higher
roading and was unhappy to o that rival
t & fatal stroks.

War did some with the bombing of
Pearl Harbor by Japsnese planes in
December 1841, Mingled with refief o
have the inavitable scour was my pergonal
anguish that my country, my own Americe,
was al war with the country of my parents’
origin, Whipped uo by an irresponsibie,
vigious prass, the sublic ciamored that we
of Japanass ancesiry — indistinguishable
from the enamy an therefors the ensmy
ftaelf — should be put away."or our own
protestion.” We suspecied thal our in-
scarceration would soon foliow. Thoss

‘ le for bringing . aboul
:¢ that-ws had not sommitisd
otage in the past and thersfore
ware clanping to do so in the futurs.
Hlaren, 1842, | was! 12 years old, 8
sounds, and considered &

@ o national security. | dumbly,
unrasistingly, Wit my parenis left cur farm
and soardsd a bus that bore us to a gon-
an camp in Arizona. We took with
=iy those clothes, bedding, and hand
s that we could carry. We seitied into
of a row of black, tar-papered
w3, gurrounded by barbed wire wilh
hiowers gt regular intervals like ex-
atior points. For a change from the
Ry desert hasl, we experienced sud-
nengtrating  dust storms of un-
sbia force. i was only “for the
duration,” they said. . .

Our family of three, plus a bacheior-
stranger {four to a cubicle) occupled a 23-
by-25.foot spage with no watsr, no par-
titions, and, except for amy cois at first,

?1

no furniture. We ats in 2 communal mass
hali 'gnd béthed: in 2 communal showar
roony.

My paranis behsved that the Unhed
States government had shuated ug into
the desert 20 tha! no one could winess
ocur exigrmination, 8y inchading me, thay
ressoned, the Uniled Simtes was o8hing
my ciiizenship wortnless and me 48 un-
desiranias as ey, 1200 would b kdied:

fher mnviely exploded in arguments, My
prrenis  teunisd me for alding with -

whils it kept me and them locked
un: 4
halieis, | wept in frustration. in time we

stappad guarreling. Stoically we bore cur

imorisoniment, tolerated “each other, and

waited out-the war. My three ysars' stay’

would have been shorter had | succeeded
in my atiemnt at suicide.

My mother's fears for my nurity in-
creased, if possible, when we lsft the

izolotion “of our farm for the densely
populated concsntration camp. The omy’

way sie could calm them was o fie msio
her side. She could not spare me 1o Work
because she nesded a nurse and & hand-
maiden. Robotlike, i complied. | feiched
Her meals from the mess hall, fed her, and
retuined the trays. | washed, lroned, and
cleaned. | showéred, shampooed my halr
and hers, ste, and went to bed when my

inable to deferd my country of my’

mothar toki mae to. She cont

ot ot ry phtysioal suiglend

it rgin your

AL ECTINE: SR E

eyes.”

| id mot have e wili 10 innure what
eyns wers v :

librarian,

clude everyons. She hatad !

tor she was providing ma with a placs for
clandesting Haisons. As though their con- .

somplained

dition wers’ contagious,
that my giri friends wors 5. that their

taeth wera crocked. Tha condemned them
hecause thelr parenss had comg from a

prefecture not her own.

tsing her sickness, my mather clubbed
ry father and me into subsarvignce. While
he and | were stiil presenting a trangul!
axigrior - to  our. nelghbors, as though
nothing were wrong, she was not above
throwing a temper tantrum to bring us into
finve, Singly or together we did not have
the power {0 defy her.

She was oblivious of my feslings.
Tighter and tighter she drew my {ather un-
il | gave up. | guit struggling to have-
frlends, 10 read, to wrile letters, to reach.




© Noriko Sawaila,

" out. Thus ciosed off from others, my
paranis and 1 spent mera and more time

“togathsr. Since my moiher was likaly to.

take -umbrage at the -maost inhocuous

ramark, Ty father and 1 zvowded gpaaking
1o her. We whisperad together ke visilors
in" @ sickroom. But even that stopped. She
acousad me of tuming my iather against
her’ Theroafier we Qamh ived along in &
unit catled a family.- :

“{ bedan to-view riy ‘s a8 too bur-

danssms 16, continug. Onos i 2 whils |
amitted @ cackle that bordared on mad-
noss and was maant to make my mother's
tair stend on end. She tok no notice.
That enraged me. { waniad her 1o notice. |
wantad har o see ms as & person with
selings, hopes, and urges. | would hit her
with ihe only weapon | had.

i would kill mysell.

t summon me back. | regretiad thal i
would not be around o witnass hsd i
warting, Than, suraly, she would Know
what nain | hed sufferet. She would gven
feql pain of her own, pain thal, we-hee, |
Chad inflicted mysell | would have revenge
and freedom lop §ofel ingsmous §u§
hagving thougit of sulcide a8 & means of
achisving botl ggai . D OWES O
my prigon within 8 prison.
Carghully | olanned my escaps, | burned
evary ghofograph so that alter | was gona
my mother would have no picture of me

seniling, no proof that she had ogl anyone

ot worth, | swaliowsd 20 of her sisaping
piiis gnd expacied the snd lo coms swilliyv,
Insizad, | ot very hungry and had & hugs

I
&
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i would slam t-he'
door in her face, and 3he wouldn't be able.

Boking us in

lanoh, which diluted the pills’ etfect. | was -

savad by an acgquainiance who happenad

by -and wanted to chat. | apologized that i
. couid  no! enfertain her
- praferrad te séeep and dig within the hour.
" She ran for the doctor,

because !

My mother was jubilant. She had been

. right all along. She crowed. that | was

pregnant, the only reason a-woman of 20
would want to en:d har life. The doctor im-
plored ms to revaai the nams of my lover.

At this point L saw that everyone was
reciting lines from an ouidated script in
parody of a melodrama. While | interpreted
my sulcide attampt as a strike for freedam,
all the others saw it as my way of avoiding
the shame of my pregnancy. How had this
gruclal, sclemn moment in my lifg-gone so

awry and turned into low comedy? it was
so ridiculous that | laughed unill I oried.

Mo ona undarstaod of course. They were

stil! cast in that other piay. They stood by,
and exchanged looks that agresd that -

Wa3 CFa¥y.
The doctor foreed me to drink dsEu‘ted

ammonig and had my father jab my ool

with a nesdle sach time 1 dozed. My
mother ascribsd. no guilt to hersel and

took no partin the rescue effort. She was

miffed that | had usurped har place as the

il member of our family and had recseived .
the ministrations of the dootor \in her |

stead.

in this context | saw that i was s&ﬁy for”

me o offerup my life as a way of getting
oven with my mother or of making her
sorry. My grand exit had not m,.r‘hﬂd her
=t all. She was bevond my reach 8 (o]
sirick me a8 fur : B ;

ortly o nouris!
her o exuds
pry it from othars g8 wail
FeEl BOY Mo

Ti'uzz ﬁ’?%?
fzars l."éﬁn::.-
y Jsd my ‘mother not trust me to
t sha gdributad such

: AT ,}J!t{;z‘s that nane aver
me ol twice. | reasoned with her,

C@ngmé ulations!

and as Mademoiselle magazine suggested
géve ter no couse fo ayspect me, but:
none of if Worked, Whaed my bwmends
and | waiked to the damev gnd movies in,
gamp, my mother ‘mlewgdf ulo% g’nehmc,i
She never spoke to s, but
followed us homs awam

My mother was tormn betweern Mf need.

o remain ambulatory in order to continue

her survelt iance of me and her desire for,

the care that a iile-threatening ailment
requiring recimbency would command.
She became- badiidden -only at the very
end.

She was an unvahd for 12 years before a

third heart attack killed her. By that time
the war had ended, and we were living in,
San Francisco. At 28 | was my parentssole
support, but no longer lived with them, On

my weekly visils my mother warnsd me

that | possessed only one thing that men
wanied, but she could not supervise my
svery move and restricled herself to
urging me to marry “‘before it is oo late.”
After her funeral, sfter all the ccmpany
had gone, my father handed me the
missing pieces of the puzzle. He told me
about my mother's early life and the baby

ﬁawﬂd and

that she had borne, and about the pact.of
silence she had sworn him to. 1 protested
that he shouid have told me sooner; after
all, | was fo ionger a child. But of course
he couldn't. Only my mother's death
released him from his promise,

{ mourned a daughter whose father
beitttled-her Worth ang shriveled her spinit.
{ mourned a newly pubescent femazle
whose single yes to the blandishments of
a young man wiped out her future and er-
bitiered her heart. | mourned a wife whose
husband denied her the acknowledgmerd”
that might have cushzoned the b%eakness;
of her life. ’

. | wept for a waman who gameiy wore
her hair shirt of gusit and who Wwas sC per-
veried by the experience that she could
not alter the fatal course of her relation-
ship with her own daughter. ! wept for a
mother who' became grotesqlie in her
daughter's eyes, an oh;eci for pity.

. we_pt for mysell, y
~piorike Sawada

MORIKG SAWADA spent thees years in an Arfzona
concentration camp. Presemntly residing in Californiz
she was secongd prize wiriner of-a James Clavel‘ shoTt-
story contesi. . .
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-short story”

“t Wil 533;“%\’35 This Summer”

OM is sione in the house, “rocking” on
the couch. He likes “rocking” because he
likas to chant iike the indian drummers at
a Pow-wow; and the “rocking'' gives him
the rhythm of the drum.

! am his mother and | can see him

RESERVATIONS _366-2154
seven days a weak .

460 Dund,as jSt. W. / Toronto

LAST @Aﬁ.ﬁ.

rocking and hear his chanting through the eves

open window as | hang out my clothes to
dry. Tom is five years oid and will be dan-
ging in his first Pow-wow this summer,
Tom’s grandmother and myself have been
working on his dancing outfit since last
fall. We'have mada him a vast out of deer.
hide strung with bones; mocassing, knee
ornamenis with bells and rabbit fur; 2
hazdband to keep his iong hair out of his
tace; and he was f
beautifully beaded dancing sticks.
Tom's favorite dance is the “hunt,”
whera the dancar moves ag though hé i3
pursuing an arimal in & huni — banding
down ciose to the ground looking for
tracks, moving his headidafily from side t(}
side and shaiking nis dancing sticks,

Tom can be shy when hea first stars

ching — but absorption in the dancing it-
self aquickiy takes over and he forgets
about ail of the people and just dances.

Tom is slim and brown, an Ojibwe in-

dian bov.
He has named his favorite chant, “the
fire song.” { would Hke to know the

images and thoughts in his mind as he
chants, Tom's father onge asked him if he
would like to drum with ths men but Tom
said “no, | am not big snough. We
respected his decision so enjoy him only
in our home.

| am proud of my Indian boy and can-
nct wait for the Pow-wow!

— Susan Daybutch Hare §
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aiven & “pair of

the moon's shadow,
trapped.

screams

blasts of ruptured air
hitting at the walls.
arms and legs
icicles entwined,
refuge inside body.
space is thinner
15oking. for heat,

an ice mask

‘suffocates, ,
‘the curiain fails;
dancing and is .aware of the people watl- . ' :

-— Mylene Pepin
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