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Az YE&RS .&&0 ;he “War Measures At

gave paﬂ;amertary sanchon to the
sernment of ciose 10 21,000 Ganadidng of
Japanese descent. Desplie the essentlaizy
fyrannical qharac._*_e:r af the War Maasures
Act, It remaing nfact today. 14 years ago
the War Mgasures Act was invoked again
to quell a Quebec. FLQ insurrection, so
perceived by the Prime Minister and his
Cabinet. fronicaily, the WMA is embraced
not only by the current party-in-power but
is endorsed by both rival opposition par-
fies.

Emboldened by the vigorous campaign
i the USA by Americans of Japanese
origin o seek redress for their mass in-
ternment, Canadian Nikkei — Canadians
of Japanese -descent— in recent years
have intensified g collective effort to seek
consensus on the lssues of apology and
radress to meegt the critaria of justice. In
recent weeks, a joint House of Commons
regsoiution arilcutdted natiorial guilt over
the internment, and recommended both
redress and official apology. On April
2. Prime Winister Pierre Trudeaun Hally
rijected monetary fedress. Rebutting an
opposition colleague- in the House, he
argued that &l of us could seek redress,
including JAcadians, and a host of ather
minorities who have béen wronged by the
government in e short period of our
riztional ex&stence i

‘i‘he past is mexmcably wover info the
futﬁre

James J. Martin provides an irreverent
view on the fabrication of history and the
role of historians, few in rumber, who
conduct “scholarly gueritla warfare” to
expose and correct it

Bucknell University msi.or_ilan Richard
Drinnon reviews Peter lrong’s ex-
tragrdinary beok Justice at War, which is a
criticali assessment of the US Supreme
Court test cas.2 decisions that upheld the
constitutionality of Roosevelt’s Executive
Order 9066 which sanciioned the
wholesale intersment of Nikkel in the US,
and led to similar dracon ian measures In
Canada.

A founding member of Sodankal, ane of
Toronto’s vouthfu! redress advocacy
groups — among others in the Nikkei
spectrum — poet and novefist Joy Kogawa
addressed the Canadian Caucus on
Human Rights last December on this and
related issues. We have excerpted her
submission, published in Canadian Forum.
We acknowiledge indebledness to both
author and publisher.

Roelend Kawano makes soms interesting
comparisons of disparafe aspecis of the
respective wartime experiences of US apd
Canadian Nikket.

We celebrate the gccasion of the first
issue of Rikka produced and maiied from
our new hiome on Manitoulin 1stand by in-
ciuding loca! contributors. The cover por-
trays West Bay writer and community
worker Sugan Hare with daughter. In
private life the wife of West Bay Band
Chief Jog Hare, Susan’'s work will appear

‘in future issues. Benign Manitoulin !siand
" . s threatened by ecclogical stresses, one
* of which receives aitention from artisan
. BEREW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION TODAY

: -Georgé Yamada
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Reflections on the Anti-lLiars
of Revisionist History

Confronting Historical Lies

iF 1 HAD TO summarize in one sentence why |
have invelved myself in revisionist studies
for the past 30 years, | believe | wauld have
to depend upon one which graces the jacket

flaps of Joseph D. Harrington’s imimensely .

informative book Yankee Samurai {Detroit,
1979): “challenging the official version of
anything is a civic responsibility and great
o

H.muist be conceded that there are other

important obijectives underlying revisionist

resedrch and vriting, and | hare
them _as"well Straightening out the record is
an obvious one, offtcial versions of the past
being natorious for their mendacity. 1 moke
recERt times they have become somewhat
" mofe sophisticated in eschiewing outright ly-
ing in favor of telling only part of the trdih,
leaving out as much as possible, and intro-
ducing a maximum of diversionary irrele-
vancies, hoping to force students.to con-
chide in their favor as a consequence of de-
privation of sufficient information to make
a thore comprehensive and understandmg
judgment:

Revisionism atiracts people who get in-
censed at being lied 1o, and ths can be seen
across a wide spectrum of mtellectuai irrter-
ests, not just world wars and international
affairs, where my personal conceritration
fies. The.outrage at organ:zed Tying in the
areas of major statecraft is more important
{since this is likely to have more lethal con-
sequences, in my view) than at being misled
by advertisers of questlonabie or harmful
products, or phe,ny quasizscientific pro-
nouncements and “studies” which may re-
fiect the ohservational talents of Aristotle,
for instance, who reputedly told his people
that-a salamander crawling through 2 fire put
it out.

-t have specrahzed on matters related to
the great wars of my time, singe the pol:trcal
superstructure at any gwen moment is firmly

TR

leged

based on a ver.siqn_: of recerit history it close
harmony with this exercise of power, When

the latfer is linked to & faulty, misteating or

déliberatety scrambled version of the pastto
erihance the atiributes, appearance and al-
righteousness of current power-
hiolders, seeking npt only the satisfying of
swinish or pathological appetites but mana-
ging at the same time to, as Lawrence Dennis
once put it, “frustraté the strong,” the en-
suing circumstances becorning more danger-
ots in that further degenération of the situ-
ation is encouraged, which jn turn might
bring abbut an even worse state of affairs
than whiat temporarily prevails.

It is my belief that from such sentiments,
based heavily upon the hope that new, real:
istic schiolarship would résuht in mﬁuencmg
public policy, ‘the whole idea of “revision-
istn” sprang. Though the use of the word
had preceded World War One as applied to
Marxist theorizing by such as Eduard Bern-
stein, Karl Kautsky and John Spargo, for ex-

ample, whe saw the corriing victory of social~

isth a5 a product of partiamentary proced-
ures and therefore rendering unneeessary the
blogdy revolt of the * ‘protetariat,” thus "re-
vising” the Marxist scriptures, it appears that
especaally amona the French, like Adfred
Fabre-tuce, Pierre Renguvir, Georges Mich-
on, and Alcide Ebray, for exampl the “ra-
visionism” they had in mind a8 a !tkaiy con-
sequence of their reconsidération on'the ori-
gins of and responsibility Jor the Great War
was a revising of the Viersaifles Treaty. Hence
eavisionism” in this case had an immediate
goal in-ihe hope of changing the direction of
public affairs, and thus averting another war,
vihich they were sure would follow if the
settdement of 1519-21 was not fundamentat-
1y modified.

Many Enghsh writers involvet] in revision-
ist studies in the 1920s had 3 similar object-
ive, especially Francis Neilson, E. B. Moret,

Jamas ) Martin

Lo Lovebewn, Raymiond Beazley, G. P.
Gooch, G. L. Dickinson, and John Maynard
Heynes. {Though the latter’s name immedi-
ately inspires a knee-jerk reaction among
those who reject his later economic theor-
izing, even-if it is still the basis for the domi-
nant form of policy in actual operational
existence, | am utteriy hostile to the notion
that one must bad-mouth the entire preduct
of a man's work because there is some of it
that one does not like. Thisis what happened
to Charles A. Beard at the hands of his for-
mer adulatory feilow fiberals when he pub-
lished his two books critical of President
Hoosevelt's 1937-1041 foreign policy, which
I consider an irreparable and irretrievable act
of gratuitous nastiness on their part, un-
called-for malice on the part of pygmies to-
ward a giant, Kaynes in his 1920 book, The
Econgmic Consequénces of the Peace, called
the outbreak of World War I almost to the
week if the Versailies Treaties were not sub-
stantially altered in-the interests of global
political sanity.}

But when it came to American revisionist
writers, they Wwere somewhat differently mo-
tivated. The USA were not in Europe and
few people here who were not born there
understcod the European situation. We
were not a member of the League of Nations,
the Anglo-French mutual insurance com-
pany which helped to make such a corrupt
botch of the world that another war came

abgut partlaily 10 try to set it aright. Having .
ng part in the functional aspects of the Ver-

sailles settiement or the world it applied 1o,
Americans had no compulsion to straighien
out or revise its lunacies and imbecilities, as

did European “revisionists,” even if Wood-
row Wilson’s innocents helped substantiatly
to put together this incredible stew.

American revisionist writers did not neg-
lect the Treaty question, but, excluding the
academic speciaiists, who were almost entire-
Iy devoied o examination of the dipiomatic
nuances, niceties and influences in precipi-
tating hostilities in the summer of 1914,
dwelied mainly on the immediate matters at-
tending American participation early in

- 1917, stressing what Americaps wanted to

get in, and why, a most fateful event for
everyone in Europe, {There actuaily was a
literature of revisionism produced in the
war years prior to American entry which
American authorities considered offensive
and objectionable, and which was expunged
from the libraries, first from the libraries in
the U.S. Army posts at the order of the Sec-
ratary of War, Newton D. Baker, ifi October,
1918, and then swept out of public libraries
as a resuit of the diligent pursuits by the
watchdogs of the American Defense Soci-
ety.}) With a near-stalemate prevailing and
both sides onm the verge of concluding
hostilities by negotiation, getting the USA to
wade in was the equivalent of adding the cir-
cus fat fady to one side of a quite everily-
matched see-saw. The subsequent grave dis-
equilibrium  this caused (the French and
Engiish both numbered among them several
percipient writers who saw through the hol-
lowness of “victory”} has reaily niot been re-
conciled down to this day, in a sense. Some
American revisionists seemed never to drasp
the enormity of this omingus siep, so vast
were the repercussions.

But it was the popular revisionist writers
who inspired the likes of myself, originaily
absorbed in the combat history of the war,
as a schoolboy. Stallings, Grattan, later Millis
and General Butler's War is a Racket, ail
these and several more, including a generous
periodical literature, pictured a somewhat
different scene than ‘that found in the gener-
al run of mindless bawls of self-serving self-
praise which passed for history of the war
from an American point of view. These and
the resentful literature dealing with the un-
happiness over the economic setilements
after the war, which maost of us did not
clearly understand, especially the debts-
reparaticn impasse, may not have profound-
ly influenced national policy here, since the
USA. were not involved in any collective se-
curity agreements related to the end-of-the-
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war treaties, even if there was a somewhat
increased involvement in bilatérai or regional
international affairs all through the 1920s in-
to the early 1930s. (No party platform ig-
nored “foreign policy” so riciiceably as that
which Rocosevelt ran on in 1932; even the
words were not mentioned.) But revisionist
writing spread enhancement and buttressing
of a general popular feeling that US partici-
pation had been a very grave mistake, and
that we should do our utmost to see that we
got into no more such disasters.

This was what | brought myself up on, so
10 speak, almost entirely derived from public
library reading unrelated to schooi work, {in
my first 12 years of schooling | heard no
more about revisionism in scheol than | did
about medieval Sanskrit.) It was supported
in an auxiliary way by watching a spate of
realistic or anti-war movies of the late "20s
and early ‘30s: “All Quiet on the Western
Front,” “'Journey’s End,” “The Big Parade,”
“What Price Glory,” “ngs ' and several
others that escape my mind momentarily; to
grim: fictional works such as Squad and
Company K (I missed Roland Dorgeles’
Wooden Crosses. and Walter Owen’s The
Cross of Karl, as well as the books by Bar-
busse, Romain Rolland, Ludwig Renn and
Andreas Latzko, the first time around),
and ¥, A. Barber’s photo anthology shocker,
The Horror of It. So, by the time ! had en-
fered the university and made the acauaint-
ance of Fay, lLanger, Barhes, Engelbrecht
and Hanighen, J. K. Turner, Ford Maddox
Ford, A. J. Nock, Sir Philip Gibbs and
Charles Montague, | had rather deeply “in-
ternafized™ the revisionist inclination and
wortld-view, so to speak. _

And there were even more exotic things
1o discover, afmiong them the episode involy-
ing Claude Kitchin and the Sunrise Confer-
ence; the real story behind the Lusitania
sinking (which we kaew decades before Co-
lin Simpsons bosk}; the domestic propa-
ganda campaign against pubtic samty as re-
vealed. by Ray Abrams in Preachers Present
Arms and in the series in Mencken’s Ameri-
can Mercury, among others, and the revel-
ations made during the dramatic Nye Com-
mittee hearings on the wartime financing
and supply stories, which were real eye-
 openers.

In the meantime we watched with appre-
hension a$ another war loomed, just as the
immediate post-1918 revisionists had pre-
dicted. Those my age spent'the "30s in high
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school or college being asssulted with the
propaganda preliminaries to srnbroilment in
a new crusade {few peonie reslize this is an

invidious ter 16 apply te dnyiliig: the Crue:

sades were really all failurés.)

Though tens of millions of words of radio,
movie, riagazine, newspaper and book blath-
ar gradually dphinged the Amerdcan popu-
lace and induced them 1o listen to another
proswar pitch, especially between 1837 and
1941, the massive and expensive pro-war
sales taik did not take with any real con-
viction. Pzople ¢f my persuasion were un-
touched by it ard never bit for it at all, We
weré content with the understanding that
wars had an economic base, and were ‘sold
to participarits under cover of |deoiogica!
and emotional misrepresentation. it is a fact
that even among the public at large the re-
visionist lesson was not that scon lost, for
gven at the height of the political pressure
for supporting involvernent iri 184041, when
the question was honestly put before us:
were we ready for actual military combat,
the answer was generally in the vicinity of
90% NOQ, right down fo the very week of the
Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor.

i belisve it was a cafastrophic mistake for
our elders to abandon the field to Roosevelt
and his scalping party with the attack on Ha-
waii. The anti-involvemant Torces had effect-
ively checked him to that moment, and if
they had kept the skefeton of the anti-war
organizations intact, and had taken cover for
2 short time, to resume criticism in due
course, it is reasonable to believe that a far
different result ‘would have eveniuated.
Beandsls eguivalent to what had been un-
covergd before and after would surely have
swept the land, and itwould have been
found that the Roosevelt reégime had in-
volved the country in the war by its secret
commitménts anyway, before the Pearl dis-
aster. Having to sell ihe war in bits and
piizces, dragging the country from one spread
of fly-paper to another, wouid have inspired
[great pressure on the War Dealers to negoti-
ate. an end to World War i1, Without Ameri-
ca in the struggle, performing the identical
role it had in 1917-1918, the war would pro-
bably have wound down sometime in 1943.
Had this been done, a world 180 degrees
from .that which took shape after 1945
would have been possible, maybe 80% of the
death and destruction of the war avoided,
and this entire Orweilian nightmare of the
tast 35 years undoubtedly made impossibie.

e -

The Establishment has the advantage
of sitting on almost ail the documents,
and can see to it that none bt

their partisans use the important ones,

or even see them, if it is declared

that they remain “classified” . . .

Instead we got this knockout ”.victory
based on “‘unconditional surrender.” virtu-
ally unknown as aconclusion to martial con-
fiict since antsqurty, follawed by the capture
of total power which resulted in the con-
guest of the world by the victors, and the es-
tablishment of a new “world order” which
made even the detestable Versailles system
of post-1918 look reasonabie by comparison.

This time there was no real base from
which to conduct a revisionist history, yet
the amazing thing is that one took place, and
continues, and in terms of literature inspired,
at least, one far larger in scope than that be-
tween 1918-1939 related to WW 1. It has had
no influence on palicy, and shows no sign of
ever doing so. But it persists, mainly as a
form of writirg for the record, against in-
credible obstacles, and undoubtedly will go
on as long as mtel!ectua! cunos;ty persists
as a human traft.

It has been opposed by a numerous and
deeply-entrenched  Establishment, which
goes on grinding out endless hagiographic
adorations of the victarious nations’ “lead-
ers’” and other personalities. Over the last
35 years it has produced many hundreds of
self-serving and self-congratulatory “‘gee-
whiz-what-a-great-job-we-did" narratives, all
of which colleetively reassure and reinforce
the practitioners of power and the sustained
enforcement of the wilt of the “‘liberators.”

Seemingly divided and brawling among
themselves after “victory” in 1945, in the
eye of a George Orwell they have been en-
gaged iargeiy in a world politics only super-
ficiaily in confiict, in reality a sham 1o mask
the exercise of power over their respective
domestic populaces (one could argue with
considerable authority that the NATO and
Warsaw pacts have far more vital /nrernal
than external cbjectives: a writer in the Paris
Le Monde some years back asserted that the
real purpose of NATO was to keep the Ger-
mans down, not to keep the Russians out.)

The admonition to “busy giddy minds
with ‘foreign quarrels” of Shakespeare’s
Henry I s the core of Onwell’s famous no-
vel 7984, vniginally titled 7948, and correct-
ly so, stnce everyting in it was aiready a part

" of the world as of the latter date above. The

central 1dea of his book is the comprehen-
sive employment of foreign policy to mani-
puizte domestic policy, and thus reinforce,
sustaiis and continue political tenure at
home. i was an idea | first saw developed by
Michae! H. Cochran in Mencken’s Mercury
in 1932, a year when this kind of céper was
at its lowest ebb, possibly, in American poli-
tics. Whether Cochran was a premature Or-
wellian or not, their jointly-worked-out idea
is a key to understanding the posi-1945
world, during which time the boundaries of
the empires created by victory {?) have hard-
ly changed more than a few kilometers. What
I have written in a revisionist vein has ail-
ways had as an internal guide, so to speak,
the Orwellian vision of a basically phany glo-
bal conflict redounding to the comfort, wel-
fare and tenure of the war victors and thejr
immense supporting forces in all branches of
enterprise and activity. Lawrence Bennis,
the “incorruptible realist,”” as Porter Sargent
described him in his book Getting Us into
War (Boston, 1941, p. 386}, had a very simi-
lar interpretation of what transpired global-
ly from the late ‘40s into the '70s, the Ko-
rean and Vietnam wars notwithstanding,
these being from an outer-space perspective
hardly anything but postponed quarrels over
real estate not settled in the 1945 agree-
ments, leftover pieces of World War 11,

To write in opposition to or in criticism
of such a concentration of power and re-
SOUTCes may seern to some to involve suici-
dal or insane tendencies, the odds being so
incredibly stacked. But stili it goes on. One
may freely grant that the Establishment
starts out with all the advantages, except &
monopoly on industry, wit, energy and dir-
ection: it has the power, influence, prestige,
and, of course, an immense lot of money.

it has the further crippling advantage of
sitting on almost all the documents, and can
see to it that none but their partisans use the
important ones, or even see them, if it is de-
cided that they remain “classified,” for ge-
nerations the way an Estabiishment pre-
vents the truth from leaking out on whatever
they wish to conceal. Related to this is the
opportunity to conduct bonfires of embar-
rassing stuff, which is followed by mysti-
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fied stares and the shrugging of shoulders
with palms turned upward in a fake gesture
of ignorance, when things which might make
them lock bad, stupid or mendacious simply
cannot be accounted for. '

The Establishment’s money bankrolis al-
most anything they want in print: fabulous
six-figure advances and genérous expense ac-
counts are available to their protagonists,
with the resultant opportunity to travel

“around the world at length, get access io
special materials and interview hundreds of
people, if necessary, so that they may find
out what they want to know and hear. Fur-
thefmore, there are the most salubrious cir-
cumstances under which 1o work, with a
supporting cast of sometimes hupndreds to
help them to research, write, produce and
premote their books. Even 30 years ago,
Council of Foreign Relations-assGeiated
foundations were able to support the famous
2-volume white-wash of Roosevelit’s 1937-
1941 foreign policy by Profs. lLariger and
Gieason, both holders of key posts in the
0SS-CIA, with what would today be clese to
a miltion doilars. (I remiemiber séveral conver-
sations with Harry Elmer Barnes over this
[He %knew and admired Langer in the pre-
WW2 revisionist days, but concluded that
Langer had been unable to resist being taken
up on the mountain and shown the king-
doms of thie werld], in which he calculated
roughly that a sum ene-third of the Langer-
Gleason subvention would have paid the ex-
penses in the preparation of thirty revision-
ist books.)

This kind ©of propping-up has accom-
panied many Establishment ventures in the
history-fabrication business, vwhich have bol-
stered their view of the world and further re-
inforcéd confidence in the policies which
have enabled them since 1945 to make a
virtual coiony of almost the entire globe,
even it this is beginning to fray a bit at the
edges. In the meantime it has provided pro-
ducers of this mighty Estabtishmen'; intel-
fectual auxitiary the opportunity to hob-nob
famitiarly with the powerful and the famous
and the well-placed, while enjoying a Go-
konda of impressive incomes and perquisites,
the most glitteringly prestigious jobs of all
kinds ‘everywhere on the planet, while the
total enterprise Tor which they front exer-
cises control over the world economy which
funnels hundreds of billions of doliars into
their possessicn. It is reflected in the exer-
cise of power which by comparison makes
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Caesar's machine look iike a pack of county
courthouse-Willies, and Alexander’s like the
operations of a middie-range Mafia capo.

it is obvious that comipared 1o the 1920s, .

revisionisen today has rot the slightest ex-
pectation of influencing policy, but, after
all, the realities today are guite the oppo-
site of what they were in the interwar years
of 1819-1939. In view of the hopeless odds
and the outlandish mismatching, it is little
wonder that by far the greatest number pre-
fer to swim with the fide [Americans are al-
leged to be encharited with the underdog,
but in reality there are few other people so
likely 1o become instant camp-followers of
the success of the moment, though common
cowardice s also a factor in this matier at
hand]).

Perhaps it may be legitimately asked, why
continue to present a challengs or opposition,
in a contest so outrageously sikewed in one
direction? For sure, the hope of unhorsing
such an array of puissance is akin to the ex-
pectation that one might be able tc bail out
take Supsrior with a sieve, The answer lies
in the makeup and temperament of those
who persist in such scholarly guerrilia war-
fare.

Meanwhile, as Ezra Haywood put it, no
tree tries to get by on last year's leaves:
there is much work to be done, and we siill
have a long way to go just to find out what
has happened, let alone find time to assess
the meaning of the total situation. Physical
and psycheiogical obstacles will not lessen,
that is for sure. As that noted humanitarian
Nikita Khrushchey wisely cautioned the ele-
ments interested in maintaining the status
quo over 15 years ago, “Historians are dan-
gerous people. They are capable of upset-
ting everything. They must be directed.”
The court historians of the Establishment
run no risk here; their performance is pre-
dictable. [t remains 1o be seen if the wave
makers of revisionism are capable of being
tamed by some yet unseen angine of cor-
ruption, and cajoled into entering the camp
of the enemy. But my guess would be that
the majority of those with revisionist ten-
dencies will strely proceed in the dirsction
their inclinations pointed them in the first
place.

—James J. Martin

JAMES J. MARTIN 15 author of Men Against the State, American
Liberalism and World Politics, Ravisionist Viewpdints, and The
Saga of Hog Isfand. He studied at the University of Michigan
{MA, PhD) and hias taught at miajor uzjiversities. He specializes
in American intellectual history, contemporary diplomatic
thought and practice, and public opinion.

‘DAY OF INFAMY’ — FDR

Some Historical Consequences of the Pacific

TRENCHANT REVISIONIST
CRITIQUE UNDERMINES
ROOSEVELTIAN CANARD

>

James J. Martin is a historian
Ammerican intellectnsl history,

L ¥
EXCERPTS %

Shortly after Gon. Marsnalt vansnen E21Y Saturday atie neon, et 6, the Jappn-

858 Wemarandum 963 f i
o Washma . busymm Tokyo basan to come In, and while the Japanese Em

Jamer S, Martin

. ... OR ‘YEARS OF INFAMY’ — Michi Weglyn

by James J. Martin

theught and practice, and analysis of the formation of
public opinion. He i a graduate of the University of
Michigan (M.A.,Ph.D.J and, following a
qaarter of a century in the edu-
cational world, is iow engaged
in irdependent writing and

"Years of Infamy

-1 permission of Ralph Myfes,

Libiertarian &
by permission of Libertarian Review
§ 1oe., San Francisco, Catifornia 94111

incorporated i this edition copy-
vigit BY James ). Martiss, Bay ?;81. :

Crisis 1041

and editor specializing in
contemporary dipiomatic

editorial work.

*Pearl Harbor, Aitecedents,
Background and Corsequences™
aod “The Framing of Tokyo Roso”
were first published ip The Saga of
Hog Istand, 197}, reprinted by

Publisher, Iric., P. 0. Box 1533,
Colorade Springs, Calorado 86901,
The review of Yeas of fufamy
by Michi nglyp is reprinied flu};
eview, November, 1978

Previelsly unpoblished material

-

Send me

crry oncraa §
) i T T *
Jus Togur sefc} o0 trlai for treason; Wayna Collins (right), Soienss ca Staeor
nce ZIP Cérantry

PLOWSHARF, PRESS

RRI. LITTLE CURRENT ONT.

POP 1KO

el

CANADA




john §. McCE@y; Master of

HEIR RACIAL CHARACTERISTIGS
are such that we cannot understand of
trust even the citizen Japane_se,-"’
noted Secretary of War Henry L. Stim-
son in February 1942. “This latter is
the fact: but | am afraid that it will
make a iremendous hole in our con-
stitutional system to apply it.” Soon
applying that feckless "fact,” he and
othsr members of the Rooseveit ad-
ministration acted out his presen-
timent by uprooting from the W._e'st
Coast and penning in concentration
camps nearly 120,000 per-
seons  almost two-thirds of them
American c¢litizens of Japanese
descent {Nisei) and the rest Japanese
immigrants (Issei). Four decadas later
a national commission of inquiry com-
pleted its inventory of the damages by
declaring in December 1882 that these
impounded people had indeed suf-
fered a “grave injustice.” And now
Peter Irons, a graduate of the Harvard
Law Schocl who teachies legal history
at the Univarsity of California at San
Diego, has unearthed documents
through the Freedom cof Information
Act that reveal a constitutional chasm
bigger -and dirtier than even the vic-
tims had surmised. ' ,

Of all the citizéns behind barbed .

wire, only one in ten thousand raised
legal chalienges to the orders that put
him there, and of this handful of 1942
test cases, only four reached the

Supreme Courl. Minoru Yasui, a

fledgling lawyer in Portland, openty

resisted the discriminatory curfew and .

spent months in solitary confinement
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beicre being shipped off to the camp

in 1dzho. Gordon Kiyoshi Hirabayashi,

a college senior in Seattle, went
beyond thiee curfew vioialions to a
pringipled refusal to report 'fgr removai
and spent IwWo years in prison. Fred
Toyosaburo Korematsy, a young

" shipyard welder in the Bay Area, tried

to siip through the military dragnet by
conicaaling his identity but was ap-
prehended and senienced _‘iq fl\fe
years on probation for remaining in
his hometown. And Mitsuye Endo. a
California State civil servant in her
early twenties, sought reiease frpm in-
ternment on a writ of habeas corpus
and then waited another two ysars un-
til the petition finaily set her free from
the camp in Utah. She was the only
successful appellant, for in 1943 and
1644 the Supreme Court upheld the
convictions of Yasui, Hirabayashi and
Korematsu.

The irportance of Justce at War

lies in its disciosure of how govern-
ment officials stacked the deck
against the Japanese Americaﬁs_by
suppressing, altering, and ‘destr_oymg
evidence critical to their defense. Not
certainly, but conceivably, even the
Roosevelt Court might have balked at
what a dissenter called *this
I'egaiization of ratism’”’ had the

upholders known that they were .
basing their decisions upon a fun-

damentally tainted record.

JUSTICE AT WAR: The Story of the japanese .

American Internment Cases N
by Pater lrons, Oxford University Press
70 Wynford Dr., Don Mills; Ont. M3C 1J9

THE MASTER TAINTER was none
other than “the chairman of the
American establishment,” as he was
tater dubbed, the then assistani
secretary of war, John J. McCloy, a
Wall Street lawyer who had become a
warlord of Washington as Stimson's
right-hand man. On April 19, 1943,
McCloy received via air express two
printed and bound copies of the
Western Defense Command’s Final
Report: Japanese Evacuaticn from the
West Coast, 1942, Hot off the press, it
arrived over the signature of Generai
John L. DeWitt but was primariiy the
handiwork of a lawyer in uniform,
Colonel Kar! R. Bendetsen. Opening
the. document, McCloy found
especially objectionable the general's
frank admission that it had been “im-
possible”” to determine the loyalty of
the “Japanese™ no matter how much
time he had had for the task: ““It was
not that there was insufficient time in
which to make such a determination;
it was simply a matier of facing the
realities that a positive determination
couid not be made, that an exact
separation of the ‘sheep from the
goats’ was unfeasibie.” In a word,
both Orienta! sheep and Criental
goats were ultimately inscrutable.

Unwilling to release this
dangerously siraightiorward ‘‘racgial
characteristics” justification of the
roundup. McCloy dressed Bendetsen
down for not letting him see the
gaileys “before you printed it up,” or-
dered him back io Washington, and
put him fo work with his staff on =
compromise ithat removed the of-
fen sive words 4nd replaced them with
an offhanded réference to the ‘ab-
sence of “ready means . . . for deter-
min ing the loyal and disloyal with any
degree of safety.” McCloy then in-
structed DeWitt to send a second tran-
smittal fetter, ‘gs though it were his
first, with the second Final Report.
Every trace of the first Final Report
was removed from Pentagon files, and
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damaged democratic pracesses irravecahlv.

Bendetsen gathered up the other
copies and had the original gaileys,
drafts, and memoranda burmed in San
Francisco-—the only remaining
records of this memory-hole operation
went into a “Confidéntial” file in Ben-
detsen’s Presidio office.

“The War Department’'s shali
game,” as Irons aptly calls it, kept
DeWitt’s report cut of the hands of
Justice Depariment lawyers who
needed it to prepare their briefs for
the 1943 tesi cases. Attorney General
Francis Biddle and Edward J. Ennis of
the Alien Enemy Control Linit went out
to the Peniagon {o press their request
for a copy in person but were put off
and assured by McCloy *‘that it was
not intended to print this report.” Not
given access to either version, the
drafters of the Hirabayashi brief made
the lack of sufficient time a significant
factor in the army’s decision to go
ahead with mass exclusion and not at-
tempt loyally hearings: “Many months,
or perhaps ysars, would be required
for such investigations.” DeWilt's
original formulation of the ‘“‘racial
characteristics’ justification directly
contradicted that claim and in fact
biew it out of the water, had the
Supreme Court justices only known of
the suppressed, penultimate version
of his Final Report.
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AND THEN THE PLOT thickened.
According to even the revised DeWitt,
*The Japanese race is an enemy
race.” It foilowed that the path from
“racial characteristics’ had led direc-
tiy to the *“‘military necessity” of the
roundup, since .Japanese Americans
were innately more liable than any
other class of West Coast reésidents to
commit acts of sabotage and
espionage. This frge-floating
prejudice found moorage of sorts in
his flat assertion that “there were
many evidences of the successiul
commugsication of information to the
enemy” from the maintand. All this
" was as his rank préjudice had
postulated, but the trouble was that
there were ho such evidences and
in truth, as he had ample reason o
know, not a single authenticated case
of shore<to-shore signaling or of illicit
radio transmission. :

After a copy of the final Final Report
finally arrived at the Justice Depart-
ment ih January 1944, Ennis and John
L. Burling, his assistant, who was
working bn the Korematsu case.
sought confirmation of DeWitt's
charges' from the Federal Bureau of
investigation and the Federal Com-
munications Commission: in the
reports from these agencies they con-
fronted - incontrovertible proof that
theére had been no confirmed
Japanése Amsrican espionage, Faced
with the problem of presénting to the
Supreme Court a key military report
based on what they themselives called
“suppréssion of.evidence” and rid-
died with *“lies” and “intentional
falsehcods,” Ennis and Burling in-
serted a crucial footnote in the
Korematsu brief that flagged for the
justices the “contrariety” of evidence
on the espionage allegations and their
own-—the government’'s— at-
torneys disavowal of War Depart-
ment veracity.

Not surprisingly, McCloy objected
to the foomote, irtervened personally
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with Solicitor General Charles Fahy,
and, as lrons’s documents make
warrantedly assertable, prevailed on
Ennis's superior {0 excise the govern-
ment's oblique confession that there
had been no “‘military necessity” for
the enormity. The master sgene-shifter
had once again kept the justices from
glimpsing the truth, and Ennis had
brought himself around to sign his
name to the brief resting on all those
“lies.”

What began for lrons as a siudy of
legal strategies and tactics in wartime
turned into a different beok when he
uncovered these and related in-
stances of governmental misconduct
s6 massive as to amount to a fraud on
ine courts. On ths basis of such-fin-
dings that reveal ‘a legal scandal
without precedent in the history of
American law,” he became the
generat counse! of Hirabayashi, Yasui,
and Korematsu and on January i9,
1983. filed suit to have their con-
victions overturned: “‘The only
grounds for such proceedings, known
in fegal jargon as "petition for a writ of
error coram nobis,” are that the
original trial was tainted by ‘fun-
damental error’ or that the conviction
resulted in ‘manifest injustice’ to the
defendant.” As though this were a
fast-breaking story, on October 4 the
Justice Department
mitted the manifest injustice by filing

a motion in San Francisco to vacate

Korematsu's convigtion. And on
November 10 U.§. District Judge
Marilyn Patel has just reversed his

STER OF ALL JA
I8 CALIFORKIA RE
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effectively ad-

conviction and found the .internment
of ali his people to have been un-?
justified and iHlegal. In this ex-|
traordinary ruling, Judge Patel rejec-;
ted the U. S. attorneys’ pleas merely to’
vacate and let bygones be bygones,
and insisad confirmed the govern-%
ment’s misconduct by specifying iis’
use of unsubstantiated assertions,
distortlons, and racist slereotypes.
Justice at War has the distinction of
being one of those very rare books
that hit the people and institutions
they are aimed at.

STRONG, IN HIS ANALYSIS of briéfs
and court decisions, frons has his
weaknesses when he moves out into
the larger historical context. His
avocation of Franklin Roosevelt's
“hasically humanitarian impuises”
has a curipus ring in a work
acknowledging that the president kept
the impounded people behind barbed
wire for an exira six moniths ic help
his chances for reelection in 1944,
irons’s callow refergnce o “'the
fuiminations of Republican
isclationists” indigates unfamiliarity
with critical scholarship on the legend
of isolationism. Not in command of the
yoluminous materials on the camps
run by the War Felocation Authority
{WRA), he falls intc elementiary errors
inn chronoclogy and interpretation, and
misstates ihe alternative facing the
uprooted people in the first piace:
“two or three yaars of barbed wire and
sandstorms as an alernative. to
prison.”” Apparently he remains
unaware that hundreds of inmates
languished in WRA penal colonies
and later in the Tule sicckade, all of
which were tight prisons within the
larger imprisonment of the con-
centration camps, a ierm he
assiduously avoids.

The main reason sc few inmates
dared become test cases was that
Roger Baldwin's American Givil Libar-
ties . Union (ACLU} and Mike

Masaocka's Japanese American
Citizens League (JACL) adamantly
opposed constitutional challenges to
Executive Order 9066. irons sees that
this led Roger Baldwin and his
cohorts to become in effect agents of
the Justice Department and io
stibordinate the Iinmates’ best in-
terests io their own personal and
political loyalties to the Roosevelt ad-
ministration. He does not sge that the
Baldwin group also became in effect
agents of Difion 8. Myer’'s WRA and
that the consequence was ihe for-
mation - of a common WRA-JACL-
ACLU line on the camps as “ex-
periments in democracy.”

in the San Francisco office of the
AGLU, Ernest Besig and Wayne M.
Collins strongly reiecied . that Or-
wellian line and engaged in a running
batite with their dounterparts in New
York. -irons never brings that bitter
conflict into focus-and most regret-
tably mounts repeated attacks on
Collins's character and compeience.
As Koremalsu's first attorney ef
record, Coiling faced everwhelming

odds and persisted in challenging the

consgtitutionality of Rooseveli's
executive order, almosi single-
handediy forced the WRA io close
down its private inner prison at Tule
Lake, and devoted the rest of his lifs
to the plight of the thousands of em-
bittered Nisei who fell inte the
Aoosevelt adminisiration’s trap when
they repounced their citizenship; their
cases merit more, | believe, than the
neglect they receive in this “Story of
the Japanese internment Cases.”
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T WAS suggested that 1 teil you
about my identily @5 a Japanese
Canadian. The burden of that par-
ticular identity is a heavy one for
me these days. My experience of
the Japanese Canadians,
especually in the last several mon-
ths, is of a vastly and profoundly
dis‘pa‘rate and broken people.

Many Nisei, like myself, who suf-
fered the drawn cut trauma of
racial prajudice during our for-
mative and young adult years have
a deep timidity burned into our
psyches with the mjunction that
we must never again congregate,

Happily, én his home ground of of-
ficlal maltegsance and of conflicts
beiween conscience and duty among
the government’'s lawyers, Peter lrons
is sound and sharp. His disclosure of
the legal scandal | have just outlined
marks a signal advanee in our uns
derstanding of this wretched chapter
in ‘America’s perennial preoccupation
with “‘racial ¢haracteristics.”

Now in - his mid-sixties, Fred
Toyosabure Korematsu recently
examingd some of the records his new
counsel has trned up and from his
file of forty years ago came up with an
indictment évery one of the 113,803
Issei and Nisei victims might have
justly lodged: “They did me a great
wrong.”” The pity is that the
wrongdoers witl never be prought to
justice.

Richard Drinnon

HICHARD DRINNON is profassor of history at Bucknell Unjver-
sity, Lewisburg, Pa.
Acknowledgements to Ingulry, February, 1984,
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never again risk the visibility of
community. Perhaps as a result, no
Japan Town exists anywhere in
Canada today.

The Sansei, the children of the
Nisei, are the most vocal and
fearless in their belief that Canada
is best served by a full exposure of
Japanese Canadian history. They
have a tenaciocus faith that
damocratic and open dialogue is
possible among Japanese
Canadians.

Apart from the Nisei and the
Sansei, there are a dwindling num-
ber of aged and dying Issei, the
ones who suffered the most
measurable trauma and who today
are, of all Japanese (anadians,
the ones most abused, forgotien
and politically poweriess. These
are the pioneers who with their
lives and limbs cleared Canadian
foresis and created farms,
established mines, businesses,
fishing industries, built churches,
community hails and infused this
land with their gentie dignity and
their endurance. Thay still en-
dure— without the comfort and

jare ‘that other aging Canaduans
take for granted.

COne by one, | have heard
graph;c and hombie stories of
issel in white nursing homes, who,
unable 1o adjust to the radically dif-
ferent diets, die within days or an
average of a month or two, Facilities
ang . assistance aré desparately
needed bui not one Japanese
Canadian nursing home or hospital
any longer exists actoss this entire
country. What does this speak of? It

speaks of a people who are weak
separated, broken and have not been
able to unite on this most crucial
need. It speaks of a governmental
bureaucracy thdt has been unable to
enter into substaritial diglogue with
that brokenness and to assist it. No
single group in Canada has been so
piundered and abused by officialdom
as the Issei. That same officialdom
today is implicated in this ongoing
victimization.

To speak of one endeavour
alone, a group of professional
people in Toronte concerned for
the issei there approached the
government’s Central Mortgage
and Housing Corporation in 1976
for assistance in developing a nur-
sing home and were rejected
outright. They then applied to the
provincial government for nursing
home licences as an alternative.
From 1976 to 1982 they were shun-
ted from department to department
until in desperation they aban-
doned their approach and decided
to seek assistance for a geriatric
complex instead. This application
is on file at CMHC and is yet
waiting to be reviewed.

As a Canadian | am em-
barrassed by my countiry’s
bureaucratic racism at home and
its condemnation of racism in
other countries, its failure to name
its many crimes against Japanese
Cariadians in the past or to face its
wrong in the present. As a
Canadian | am identified with ‘this
country’s act of destroying the
Japanese Canadian community
and demanding that they never
again speak as a people or with a
united voice. I'm alsoc identified
with this government’s current
demand that this people which is
scattered now miraculously speak
with one united voice. Whether

this demand will work for good or
for ill among us is yet to be known.

Speaking as a non-Japanese
Canadian | might admit io some
worry that this Japanese Canadian
voice should be resurrected io

besmirch our Canadian image or

cast aspersions on the good
names of our political leaders in
the past. And somewhere in my
British Columbian heart lurks the
fierce thought that their boats,
their homes, their lush farms, their
businesses, their factories, in-
dustries, mines and artifacts must
be forever secured for my white
children and my white grand-
children — not theirs.

As a .Japanese Canadian, | am
caught in the pain and the furor of
a divided peobple struggling to be
heard, struggling with the urgency
of attending the needs of the Issei,
struggling with a bureaucracy
whose concern for efficiency ex-
céeds the concern for a people’s
suffering— a bureaucracy that
seems at times to support
rapacious policies aimed at
dividing, conguering and silencing
minority groups.

Japanese Canadians are a
minority among minorities, minute

in numbers but of great symbolic

significance at home and in-
ternationaily. There was a time
when | believed that a peopie who
had suffered in a particular or
unique way faced a particular
calling to liberation and a par-
ticular responsibility. But | no
lenger think that that form of
uniqueness and specialness ap-
pties to any one group. Rather, |
now feel that the calling to
liberation is universal and in-
dividual. Each person and each
group no matter what their identity
or what their cause, has a special
and particular responsibility o
foliow the direction of that un-
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compromising compass within that
points to health. it ignores what is
poputar, or what will simply.win, or
what will give us short term ease
and fil our bellies. Beyond our
doubt and confusion lies our
capacity to recognize what suf-
feéin'g is and where health lies and
to identify with both. | believe that
it is the identification of and with
suffering at every level, in every
condition and in every pérsen that
magnetizes the compass of justice
and points us 1o home.

As a Japanese Canadian | would
plead that the suffering of the Issei
be immediately atiended to by
swift and practical acts of com-
passion. Let it not be .said of our
country that we preached
democracy and practiced racism
until the very last lssei died. Not
only in Vancouver and Toronto
and southern Alberta, but
wharever they were forcibly flung
into isolation across Canada, there
is need of appropriate health care,
extended home care services, nur-
sing homes and financial
assistance 1o tocal groups that are
working to help the Issei. | would
plead that the very best Canada
has to offer be granted to the Issei,
in their homes, wherever they are
or wherever they wish to be, that
‘the few who ate left may find some
comiort and joy in their last days.
In our deeply troubled times, their
peace would be small beacons of
hope that the ‘conscience of
Canada towards the issei was not
completely exiinguished.

As for the rest of us, the Nisei,
the Sansei, and others —the
sheep, the wolves and the
shepherds —we are in a time of
ferment as the word of conscience
and consensus pertaining to
guestions of redress struggles to
be spoken. We aré weak, we are
easily tyrannized, we are fac-
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tionalized and fractured in our
hearts. But | beiieve that if we
keep our eyes on the raality of

those who suffer most among us,

we can cut through the corruption
that rages in times like
these — when power struggies
with power. Instead of using the
issei and their compliance as
pawns for quick and easy poiitical
ends, instead of declaring their
urgency as an excusa o eliminaie
and forestall. the wholesome
process of dialogue, we should
maintain the ciarity of our distinct
and separate needs so that neither
the Issei nor the rest of us shaould
be deprived of healing. it should
not be required  of Japanese
Canadians to bear any further bur-
dens of suffering arising from
crimes commilied against us.

But my experience is thal we are
suffering now, and we are surroun-
ded by a sense of the enemy.

in naming our enemias, | believe
we should begin from that which is
most knowable — the enemy in our
own hearts. When we gan see
cleariy the face of the enemy
within, | believe we can more ac-
curately identify the enemy on the
outside — in the community, the
country and the planet.

| am aware of three enamies,
three fears that | have been facing
recently. First | have been tyran-
nized by the simpie need to be
liked. it has been one of the most
painful experiences of my life to
have been publicly vilified, lied
about and identified by some
Japanese Canadians as an enamy
of Japanese Canadians because
of my belief in the nesed for a
democraiic and open diaiogue
among us. My fear of being {urther
villified drove me into silence and
withdrawal. '

My second fear arose from an
awareness of blindness — from my

i

fear of being unable ic see or
recognize the friend within the
ones who name me as an enemy.
This sense of the .Japanase
Canadian enemy of Japanese
Canadians fosters a course that is
factionalizing and seif-devouring
and we are in danger of doing
irreparable harm {o that unseen
Japanese Canadian friend
hides within the perceived
Japanese Canadian enemy, This
second fear also drove me 1o
public silence.

But my third fear was that by
silencé | would be bowing down to
the tyranny of fear itself. By
silence, | could be a collaborator
in chaos, guilty béfore conscience
of inaction where action was
regquired. So 1 am speaking
publicly now about thése matters

that-

for the first time and with ne small
terror, for 1 stiY fear the vilification and

| still fear my own incomplele
knowing.
During this tfime -1 have

discovered the sickly taste of that
seductive and corrupting drug that
cozes through the heart, the will to
win. Where, | am wondering, is the
antidote to that drug that threatens
to destroy us all,

I know that before our collective
story is ended, we will all be
requiring of ourselves and of each
other forgiveness of many Kinds. it
behooves us then to wield the
weaponry of our truths with great
caution.

in this our not-yet-completed
story telling time, | believe the
strong from within us should be
silent that the weakness from
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Slustrgtios by BINE OKuBD

N 1971 Roger Daniels, a Professor of
History at the University of Cincinnati,
published his first account of the
Amsrfican Japanése in the con-
cantration camps. In the summer of
1878, he taught at the University of
Calgary where he met Ann Sunahara,
then working on her MA thesis on the
same subject, but with reference to
Japanese Cenadians. Ms. Sunahara
went on to publish her book, The
Pclitics of Racism, and Prof. Daniels
has come to reissue his original book
with an ending section on the
Japanese Canadians, with a short
comparison of the two nations and
their treatiment of the Japanese.

Thus, the bulk of Prof. Daniels’ book
concerns the American experience.
Eight chaplers are devoted 1o the
American Japanese, one to the
Canadian Japanese. Though the
author does not refer to it, both the
American and Canadian experience
served as a model for Latin American
countries 1o effect similar actions
against their citizens of Japanese ex-
traction.

Thus, the butk of Prof. Daniels’ book
concerns the American experience.
Eight chapters are devoted to.the
American J&panese, one io the
Canadian Japanese. Though the
author does not refer to it, both the
American and Canadian experience
served as a model for Latin American
countries to effect similar actions
against their citizens of Japanese
origin, but as yet we have no full ac-
count in English of the Japanese in
Brazﬂ_, Paraguay, Uruguay, Peru,
Mexico, and other Latin American
countries in world War Il

In both Canada and the United
States, Daniels documents how the
Mounted Police and the military had
pienty of evidence which militaied
against mass evacuation from the
West Coast of the United States and
British Columbia, but in each in-
stance, it was the politicians, facing
the racial hysteria and their own
political futures, who decided for tne
evacuatiort. Daniels likens the US
camps to the Indian reservations,
rather than to Nazi war camps. Prof.
Ronald Takaki of Berkeley in his fron
Cages, interestingly, makes a case for
the appearance of the indian reser-
vations and the asylums about the
same time as a device 1o put away
those whom the powers in the society
couldn’t cope with. Daniels also likens
the camps or “‘ghost towns,” as they
were called by Japanese Canadians,
to the policies of Tsarist Russia (cer-
tainly of present-day Russia) of sen-
ding dissidents to such isolated areas
that escape is unthinkabie.

Prof, Danlels, who directéd the
research of Douglas Nelson's MA
thesis on the Japanese at the Heart
Mountain, Wyoming camp, draws
heavily on this research to help
challenge the traditional picture of
American and Canadian Japanese as
docite internees. The dissident
Japanese Americans in the various
centers were usually shipped to Tule
Lake, - California; but here, Prof.

Concentration Camps: MNorlh American
Japaness in the Uniled Slates

and Canada During World War i
by Roger Daniels

Krieger, Malabar, Fla. 1981
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the job done. This Helps to understand
the present division among Japanese
Americans over the guestion of
redress. The JACL has supported the
prasidential Commission on Wartime
Relocation and internment of Civilians
in their job of determining whether
any wrong was done. This Com-
mission is also investigated the Aleuts
of Alaska along with the American
Japanese. The Commission reported
in 1982. A smaifer group, the Redress
Legal Furid of the Nationa!l Council for
Japanese American Redress has filed
a suit dgainst the American govern-
ment, seeking monsétary redress. This
iatter group holds that the JACL, in
supporting a cormmission of inguiry
rather than seeking redress, has sold
out, as it did earlier in the war when
the JACL often supported the camp
authorities and the movement towards
incarceration.

Historically, Daniels has helped to
answer the question why the
Americans used the courts to battle
for their liberties while the Canadians
never did. Though Daniels does not
expiain this thorough!y, the American
tegal system does interpret laws and
can overturn existing laws and prac-
tices. The American racist laws were
chdllenged fong before World War i,
during and foliowing the war. The
Canadian’ judicial system does not
have this power and the courts were
not used to overiutn racist laws. This
had to be done through Parliament. In
Canada, for instance, ‘the British
Columbian Japanese Canadians in
1935 sent four Nisei to the Parliamen-
tary debates in Ottawa to ask for the
right to wvote (Canadian born and
foreign born Japanese together did
not have the franchise) but nothing
happened. The most famous of the
four was S. |. Hayakawa. Another was
Mide Shimizu, who recently was
fecipient of the Order of Canada for
her work in educating the Japanese
children in the camps
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Excerpls from State Department note i) External Affairs: . . we
will 8t Candda know fater what ‘wa propose to do.”

Of course, in Canada, no Japanese
were Killed as a result of in-
carceration. That was not true in the
United States. But Canada had, as in
the Stales, various types of camps.
Prof Daniels notes that those who ob-
jected to the British Coiumbian
methods of incarceration were ship-
ped to Petawawa, then to Angler, On-
tario. These were German POW
camps, THere was even a camp ciose
to' Angler where Japanese women and
children were sent. This is not men-
tioned in Daniels’ book,

In the period of resattlement after
the war when the camps were being
closed, the two countries Tollowed
significantly different policies. In the
United States the policy of total ex-
clusion of Japanese from the West
Coast ended on January 2, 1845. On
December 18, 1944, the Supremse
Court decision on Mitsuye Endo was

tabled. She had sought release from

the Topaz, Utah camp and won, but
the Court would not rule on the con-
stitutional issue of the rights of a
citizen in wartime. Curiously, as
William Hohri of the National Council
for Japanese American Redress has
noted, nho trace can be found of Mit-
suye Endo today.

In Canada it was not untit April 1,
1949 that the Canadian Japanese
were allowed to return to the West

Coast of British Columbia. The
MacKenzie King government carried
out a policy of dispersing Japanese
Canadians east of the Rockies and
continued the program of repatriating
Japanese to Japan whether or not
they were Canadian citizens. The
comparison with the US figures are
startling. In Canada almost one-half of
the prewar population are officially
listed as applying for repatriation. Ken
Adachi says that almost 4,000 had left
for Japan before that program became
very unpepdlar in the more liberal
postwar climate of opinion and it
ceased on January 24, 1947, In the
US, 4,724 lefi for JAPAN. Before the
war there were about 120,000
Japanese Americans who went into
the camps and some 150,000 in Hawaii
were under martial law. In com-
parison, abgut 13,000 Japanese
Canadians were confined in the
camps. This certainly indicates that
the Canadian government put much
more pressure on regpatriation than the
American government. This all strikes
a strange note when Prof. Danieis
notes that the American experience
was more racist than the Canadian
counterpart.

The interpretation of repatriation
comtinues to be interesting. in an ar-
ticle ¢n 'Jepanese Relocation and
Redress in MNorth America: 4 Com-
parative View" {(Pacific Historian, Vol,
26, No. 1 Spring 1982}, Prof. Daniels
concludes, “That departures for
Japan from the U.S. and Canada were
almost roughly equal even though
Japanese Americans outnumbered
Japanese Canadians by more than
five to one spsaks volumes about their
respective visions of the future™ (p. 7).
Note that Daniels does noi include
Hawajian Japanese (who are also
Americans), in his figures for the total
number of Japanese in America
(Hawaii was a territory of the United
States at that time). That would make
the figures.much more startling. But
oneg of the reasons the U.S. figures are

so low is due o the unceasing efforis
of fawyer Wayne Collins who fought in
the courts uniil the late 1960s for
these who opted for repatriation under
wartime pressure, to regain their U.S.
citizenship. At the end of one of the
few novels to come out of the
evacuation experience Scott
Miyakawa’s Tule Lake sees Wayne
Collins as a figure of hope in a very
bieak and desperate situation.
Daniels ends both his article and
this book with a discussion on redress
and reparations. Obviously the whole
redress {ssue is taken on analogy from
the German reparations to the Jews
and other Europeans after World War
Il. The other anatogy is to the
American and Canadian Native In-
dians on the reserves who in the past
were wards of the governinent. Cer-
tainly a case can be made for redress,
but as the Japanese North Americans
have pointed out, it is now forty years
since World War I, and the
generation of the old folks are quickly
disappearing. This may well be a dead
issue, in more ways than ane, but the
time any decision is forthcoming in
the States. let alone Canada. Perhaps
the most difficult of ali is to drum up
support for a good, even a tighteous
cause, in a time when so many of the
wranged simply want to et the issues,
the memories and the injL stices sieep.
But the heaarings of the Commission
on Wartime Relocation and in-
ternment of Civilians show how fer-
vent stili are the old memories made
fresh, of losses, injustices and
humiliation. What the hearings have
done thus far is to remind the young
ones, those without the memory, that
this indeed did happen, and sirangely
enough, the quiet Americans and
Canadians are raising their voices so
that it might not happen again.
Roland Kawano

ROLAND HAWANO is Rector of St. Andrew’s Anglican
Church (Japanese) in Toronto. Chapters of his novel in progress
are appearing in Rikka.
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100 Years of
Living the Good Life . . .

Uncompromising iconociast
Incomparable Rebe!

¥ Y E didn’t have TV on most of the
summer and didn't know about Scoit’s
death in August. One night about a
week ago | turned it on and Scott was
on the sereen talking; it didn’t seem to
be about gardening. ! heid on a bit
and found i was from the film “The
Reds.” The next morning at the post
office | received a large envelope with
the Nearing address on it and knew
before | opened it. . . .

The things 1 remember about Scott
fly in all directions.

There was the visit of Tiifany
Thaver. He and Scott had both been
members of the Foriean Society In
New “fork City twenty or thirty years
before this vigit. Tiffany arrived with a
bottle of scotch. . . . Scoit didn’t drink.
Tiffany was a chain smoker. . . . Scott
and Hefen, neither smoked. | don
know how we were roped into Tif-
fany’s visit but he came down to our
studio. Scott may have feit he might
buy some art work. Anyway Tiffany
related what a disaster the visit was.
He had brought a huge ham also, but
had feft it in the car and never brought
it out when at lunch he realized that
Scott was a vegetarian.

When we first moved to the valley
we thought we couid make children’s
work benches with real saws, planes
and hammers, Scott liked the idea
after he saw some of the maple ben-
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ches we made and offered to buy us a
truck o transport the benches fo the
big cities to sell. We didn’t accept his
offer because we found that the maple
cracked with iemperature changes:
freezing in Vermont; too warm in

Boston and New York City apart-

ments.

Scett at one time had bought a huge
tract of land, around 400 acres, up
behijnd Forest Farms. He didn’t use it
and ﬂnally decided to give it to some
worthwhile group. He offered it to
Gary Davis and his “One World” idea
but he turned it down. He then offered
it to Lowell. But we didn't want 400
acres. We had enough troubls raking
care of 7 acres. | believé hs finally
gave it to the town of Bondville.

When Scott finally decided to move
to Maine they made many trips baek
and forth with their pick-up. On a iot
of those irips the ifruck was loaded
with sap buckets filied with compost.
Most of us in the vaiigy thought of it
like “moving coals to Newcastie.” We
couldr't believe anyome in his right
mind wouid do such a thing. Most of
us couldn’'t afford a truck, let alone
hauling compost! i doesnt seem
strange anymare. His first garden was
planted on pebbly greund with almost
o top scil near the oecean and not
good for growing almoest anything.
Nobody had compost lke Scott. He
truly understood the comiposition of
plants and how to best make them
degompose.

~ People who were earliet in the Com-

munist Party with Scott could better
tetl about that period. | just un-
dersiood that he was too much of an
‘individualist for the party; he was
finally asked to leave. He had his own
ideas, about things.

‘We in the yalley sometimes got the
whiplash from those early days. The

$ALEL F LS4
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FB! sent up agenis sometimes 1o
snoop. Scott had cement bunkers in
which he kept his maple sap buckets
affer the sugaring season. Some over
zealous villager reporied to the FBi
once that those cement boxes don-
cealed guns and ammunition to over-
throw the government. We all laughed
because it was a most inconvenient
place to build an arsenal, if that was
what it was supposed o be.

Because Scott was not a1 man who
held close relationships with pecple
he did not always make the right
judgments in his man to man, or
womari, situations. He hoped it would
all turn out all right, but freguently he
no doubt was very surprised at the
outcome of community and persona!
inter- -relationships.

The first time | saw Scott was when
we had just moved to Vermont from
New York City, around 1949 and 1850.
We were living in a tar papsr shack
and struggling to build a stone
residence. Scott dreve up in his Jeep
and passed out @ bucket of spiftach,
and one of peas, for us. Qur first gar-
den, hand dug from sod and rocks,
was growing vegetables about 1-inch
high.

Compost piles came next. Everyone
in the valley had one. Scott had the
best. Some of us had garbage heaps.

e # b
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Whan Living the Good Life first came
out Scott and Heien gave us all a
copy. It didn't have the impact that
time around that it had thirty years
iater. There wera too few of us and i
don't know if any of us wers con-
vinced we were truly living the “"good
life.” We were sure trying to eke out a
subsistance. There was no gther way
to live and each year we’d have to
make a dash to the city for a few mon-
ths 10 earn cash. No one wanted art
work out in the backwoods of Vermont
then.

We had an oid International truck
we'd bought for $200. A ot of the time
it didn't go. Some of the others had a
horge and buggy. | don’'t remember
anyone having a bike. But the road to
Pikes Falis was so narow and rutly
then | doubt riding a bike would have
been an advantage over walking. Not
many of us walked any distance when
it was 20-below-zero fzhrenheit. In
fact at that tims only one family had a
telephonse.

There wasn’t a family in the valley
that wasnt in awe of Scoit’'s gar-
dening. But in the twenty vyears we
lived there | truly don't believe Scotl
ever influenced anyone politically.
Gardén-wise, he ceriainly did.

But wher | think of Scott’'s gardens |
also think of Richard Gregg who was
the Seif»-ﬂi};}%:s nied gardener at Forest
Farms. I'm really not sure who was the
best -gardener. { was Richard who
thought up the companicon planting
idea. Scoti tiied out solar heating in
the green house before it was called
solar. Painting old maple sap buckets
biack and filling them with epsom
salts, Scott and Helen harvested let-
tuce in the coldest months in the smal!
green house.

Scott wasn't in the valiey most win-
ters. He was out lecturing. None of the

younger people there, inciuding our-
selves, had any sort of incomes
worked out and we had to stay put un-
til absolute necessity drove us to the
city. Nobody knew abouwi insulation
then. Biones houses are cold and
sometimes ice would form on one end
of the room away from the wood siove.

A few of us used SBcott’s method of
forms io build the stone walls of our
buildings. in Vermont you have to dig
vour foundations 4-5 feet deep to
avgid frost heaves. During our first
summer Lowell was in that foundation
trench digging all summer. No one but
Scott had a cement mixer. Ws did
small batches of cement in a wooden
box by hand. Stone is very slow to
build with.

The last time | saw Scott was when
he was 94-years-old. He and Helen
came {o Quebec, where we had been
living for fifteen ysars, to give a lec-
iure on organic gardening and to
show a film made on their Maine farm.
They stayed with us. | felt that Scoft
was tired and if left to his own choice
he would have curied up and gone {o-
sleep. He did not push away
assistance when lka, his grand-
daughter, and ! each took one of his
arms and hélped him down the icy

walk. Virginia MNaeve

VIRGIBA ﬁAEVE_ is & multi-facetad artist and writer now living

in the-Ckanagan Valay,
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Manitouiin_ island faces . . .
Threat of
NUCLEAR C

HE NUCLEAR INDUSTRY is a dirty
business. From the mining of its raw
material, uranium, to the as yet un-
solved problem of psrmanent waste
disposal, the public is faced with con-
tinual and routine poliution and the
risk of accidental contamination.

in the federal constituency of
Algoma-Manitoulin, lying along the
northern shores of Lake Huron in nor-
thern Ontario, the presence of the
nuclear industry is pervasive. The
tourist brochure image of pristine
wilderness forests with crystal blue
waters and rolling farmlands, is a
tacade which denias thh nuclear
presence and ils eftacts.

Right : The author, SIKELL BILLOKI joins members of the
Algoma—Mamtoulm Nuclear Awareness organization in a sym-
bolic demonstration at the Blind River yraiom refining plam.
She is seer hoisting sign that reacs Eldorad6 A Crimeé Against
Humanity. Ed Burl is seen cenier rear.

T AT

Some of the oldest and most ex-
tensive uranium mining in the world is
carried on at Eiliot Lake. Mere the
boom town expansion has meant that
many houses have been bulit in areas
of widespread natural uranium
deposits and hundreds of families are
forced to monitor their homes and
ventilate continuaily to avoid the
dangers of radon gas. Miners and mill
workers have always been at risk for
developing a variety of lung diseases
and cancers. With the latency period
of these diseases only now upon us,
the cases are beginning to pile up in
union files and in the offices of Work-
men's Compensation.

BELOW: £8 BURT shows intrigusd young visiors some famyard denizens.
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This, it may be arguad, iz the price
paid, the risk taksn by workers and
thelr families for employment by the
mining companies. Bul the dangsr
goesn’t eng here. As & rasuit of the
mining, there ars currently over 100
miliion lons of radicactive lgilings
BANGS ."géz‘sg in the open environment
sround Elliot Lake. This waste produst

sontinuousily amits low leveis of redon
gas inte the atmosphers and lsaches
radium, thorium and & iong list of toxic
chemicals and aclds into the ground
water, which sventugily mmakes it way
into Lake Huron, only 50 miles away.
Many lakes and rivers in this arsa
have basn sacriflced o the nuciear in-
dustry already. With the possiblilty of

five times this amouni of waste being

generated before all the uranium is
axiracied, the environment i3 in
eorious jeopardy.

Recently, Eidorade Nuclear Limited,
& crown corporation, built & mull-

phcto by CHRIS TSGR
million doliar yranium refinery at Blind
River on the shore of Lake Huron, 30
milse southwest of Elliot Lake.
Despite years of sirenuous opposition
from nuclear industry oritics in the
ares and nationwide, ithe Alomic
Energy Control Bosrd licensed
Bidorado in Augusi, 1883
Gritics of the Eldorado refinery in-
clude farmars, fishsrmen, . tourist
regorn opergtors, indlan bands and
many others. Heving long wiinassed
tha gnoroaching effects of the nucisar
industry on thelr snvironmsnt for many
years, these cltirens are not pleased
o ses ihe introduction of another
radicactive threal in their arsa.
During #s daily operations, ths
Blind River cefinery is licansed to
recsive trucklosds of milled uranium
in the form of vellow cake, & dry,
highly radicsctive powdsr. After un-
dergoing a refining process which
amploys a variety of toxic chemicals,

REKKR /25




the substance is shipped to Port Hope,
Ontario for further refining. Yeliow
cake comes from Ellict Laks as well
as other uranium mines, including
newer operations in Saskatchswan.
There are only five uranium refineries
in the world. '

Since an accidental release of
yellow cake is virtually irretrievable,
its daily shipment on the tran-
sportation corridors is a serious threat
to the environment. And the produc-
tion of more wasté ai the rsfinery in
the form of raffinate slurry adds to the
acological burden when it is returned
to Ellict Lake for final disposal on the
mounting piles of waste tailings.

But perhaps the greatest public
concern has besn expressed over the
continuous smission of uranium dust
from the refinery. Aithough a series of
filters prevents fine particles of
uranium from reaching the at-
mosphere, many sub-micron particles
cannoct be filtered. The Eldorado
ticence permits the reicase of 400
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ED BURT serves fresh pressed appie juice o his young guests
from West Bay.

pounds annually. Many people are not
convinced that the continuous
emission of low lsvel radiation is har-
miess sinca the inhaling of a single
particle of uranium dust is & potential
scurce of cancer.

And even if their fears of continuous
exposure to low level radiation can be
allayed, their worries aboul accidenial
emissions remain. Eldorado’s record
of accidents at its Port Hope refinery
has incuired the displeasure of even
the wusually irresolute AECB. The
release of high concentrations of
uranium dust couid have dire health
consequences for the popuiation
living downwind of any refinery,

On Manitoulin island, about 20
miles downwind of Blind River on the
North Channel of fake Huron, 53-
vear-old farmer Ed Burt has waged a
personal battle against the nuclear in-
dustry for many vears. A founding
member of the Aigoma Manitoulin
Nuclear Awareness organization, Burt
is also Ontario’s current represen-

tative on the Environmental Non-
governmental steering commitiee, a
federally sponsored group which ad-
vises the government on major en-
vironmental concerns in Canada.

After sending endless letiers of
protest, attendance at rallies and
repe ated trips to Ottawa failed to siop
Eidorado Blind River project, Ed Burl
has taken his case to courl, charging
the crown corporation under the
Oriminal Cods. He charges that
sfnissions of uranium trioxide from the
Sidorado réfinery harms his catlie
sasturing only 20 miles downwind
from the Blind River. The case is
currently before the Supreme Court of
Ontario and wili be heard in June of
this year. If the court allows Burt to lay
this charge, it will likely be a long
court session that may establish im-
portant precadents in the reaim of en-
vironment vis a vis the nuclear in-
dustry. '

What is realiy on trial here is the
future of the entira nuclear industry. i
is an oppottunity for AMNA supportsrs
to raise the issues once again, 1o ask
the public how long the environment
and the health of the popuiation wiil
be held hostage by the promise of
jobs and economic security.

With the world facing the crisis of a
nuclear arms bulld-up; it is also op-
portune to remind péopls that Canada
plays another roie in this escalation.

. {Jranium is the raw material of nuclear

weapons. Virtually all of the Blind
River product is exported, much of it
to countries which refuse to sign the
Muclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.
With the nuclear indusiry roocted
both figuratively and physicaliy in tha
soil of Algoma and Manitoulin, the
problems involving environmant,
health and politics continue to be un-
derscored by the people of this ares
and can only become more pronoun-
ced with time,
pilkell Billoki

DIANA

Young plants
are the colour of my eyes.

My short hair is ruffled
feathers of a ground bird,

_White

chestnut flowers
nestle

behind my ear.

Wooden arch of a bow
knocks gently

against my hip

when | run,

Hair

strung in wood
moans

in the teasing wind,

A higher breeze '
has dusted my hair
with the Chestnut's
musky poilen,

a soft yellow crown.

— Sharon Berg

SHARON BERG is a Toronto poet whose
work has been published in Tamarack
Review, Deilhousic Review, CV M, Fld-
diehead and Malahat Raview.

MIKELL BILLOKS is a 3Z-vear-old mother of three boys, iiving on
Manitousin Island. She and her husband Lioyd Gresnspoon we
close heighbours of Ed Burt who along with other lslanders
helped found Algoma-Manitoulin Nuclear Awareness {AMNA) n
1881, A frequerit contributor to Muclear Free Press, she is
resident public reldtions liaison for AMNA. Mikell’s other in-
terests inctude gardening and weaving which she enjoys at her
rural, earth-sheltered home near Gore Bay. Heranti-nuciear sen-
timents stem from a deep ragard for thé environment dnd hope
for her children's future.
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THE FRAGILE

Open Letter

N’orth’ern‘ers must be involved in
making decisions about how to
develop their resources and their en-
vironment. They are tired of having
outsiders make all the decisions for
them ' Across the North, they are
demanding changes.

This i§ what northerners told federal
officials at a conference the Canadian
Arctic. Resourceés Committee held in
Yellowknife tast year.

L t me tell you about the effarts of
Canadians in the Noirthwest
Territories to have a say in how their
lands and resources are used.

The Northwest Territories contains
more than one-third of all land in
Caniada. Yet it has a population of
only 55,000 people the size of a
small suburb in Vancouver or Mon-
treal.

The Northwest Territories has two
very distifict regiofis. In the western
half lies the Mackenzie valley, con-
taining one of the largest river
systems in the world. it is a region of
vast forest and huge lakes. In this
region, the population is divided
almost equally between non-natives
and native people the Dene who
have lived among these forests and
rivers for thousands of years.

To the north and east is the high
Arctic  the barren tundra lands and
$ea coasts. This is the home of the
Inuit  another of Canada’s original
peoples. More than 80 percent of the
peoplé living in this eastern region are
Inuit. They live mainly in communities
on the coast of the Arctic Ocean, and
they live by hunting the wildiife of the
ocean.

These two areas are divided by the
tree-line, which cuts a sharp diagonal
line southeast from the Beaaufort Sea
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line, you can look to
see forests of trees fi
If you turn around, y
expanse of snow and
The twe regions
gconomies, tco, O
ploration $cciurs most
Many barges
the Mackenzie River
gas development
and on thée Beaufor 5
Arctic has a mu

haghly successfui Ir
which run many
businesses. In both regio
and Inuit lifestyles are
ting and fishing, just a:
been since time immem

The residents of the
want to divide th
Territories along the.
make a new territory in th
Nunavut an Muit w
“our land.” These ea
feel cut off from Yeilow
the Government of
Territories has the main
whole temtory

in April 1982,
Territories held a refere
guestion of whether
territory. A majority of th
opted in favour of div
Legislative Assembly of
Territories, there wa
resolution calling on
government to create

in the east. In November 1

agreed to create the ne

der certain condition
organizations were cre

and negotiate the’
questions about where

RTH!

e afid how the iwo new territories
he governed.
e residents of the Northwest
es are noi just drawing a line
ip. They are working for more
over fand and resources of the
srtherners want to have a say
rthern  development, just as
rn Canadians have through
sincial governments.
Canddian Arctic Resources
ittoe believes that Canada must
age its northern resources wisely,
1ad3 miust protect the northern
ynent and wildlife. This can’t
without the help and
eration of northerners. We have
arstand their point of view.
iz why CARC is studying the
of the Northwest Territories
it means for the future of the
‘We want to make sure that the
s of the federal government in
3 -give northerners a fair say in

that future. They are as worried as you
are about the damage uncontrolied
development would do to the North.
And they have a lot more at stake. We
think that industry and government
should pay a lot more attention to
what northerners are saying.

Where do you come in? Well, as a
concerned Canadian, you want the
right decisions to be made about our
North. And that involves listening to
thie residents of the Norih.

You can ensure that northerners are
heard and that Canada manages its
northern resources wisely by sending
a generous donation to the Canadian
Arctic Resources Commitiee. Your
donation of $30, $50, or more will
make a difference, | assure you. g >

D&nauons and inquiries:
CANADIAN ARCTIC RESOURCES COMMITTEE

46 Eigin Street, Rm. i,
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5K6
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Adventures of a
Sansei Newsman

Q. What can you tell us about your child-

hood and how you came t¢ be a journalist?

MEL TSUJI: | was borrt in British Columbia
but brought here as a baby, so I'm really a
Torontonizn. Although | tock some gradu-
ate work in the States, most of my educa-
cation took place here. | starteéd working for
the former Toronto Telegram where | stayed
four years before | took off a year for gradu-
ate school and went off to Japan in Decem-
ber 1969, | stayed for the most of ‘70, work-
ing for Expo five months and the Japan
Times.

and | was -teaching it part-time and getting
to see the couniry and meeting people.
i chanced to see an ad in the Japan Times
asking for a native English-speaking reporter
to cover the Toreign pavilions at the Expo.
i thought, why not?, | Ii at teast go for an
interview. They took a iook at my clip-
pings and that was the start of my fantasy
trip to Japan,

{ say fantasy trip because all they wanted
was an interview columnist, ene who inter-
views foreign personalities. And really, all
they wanted were the pretty hostesses and
that was fine. As Expo carried on, more and
‘more stories came out which | thought were
in tune socially to what was happening in
thai period, for example, labor union stories
about pay inequality of Japanese ‘hostesses
as compared 1o foreign employees, or of pay
:nequahtles between Japarese hostesses
working in the Japanese pavillions compared

to Japanese girls work ing in the foreign pavil-
lions. The pay was horrible for the Japan-
ase girls. Now, this was my Kind of awaken-
ing o economic and social issues new to Ja-
pan and ! forgot about my Japanese host-
esses. Although they may not have liked it,
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! didn'nt know it at the time. ! thought | '
was going to Japan as an English teacher

i was churning out a lot of good stories for
my editors. it was that ten month pericd in
Japan that really turned my head completely
around. Before that | didn™t do anything
about it. | didn't know aaything about the
world outside of Toronto, Canada. After
that, ! went back 10 school brimming with
enthusiasm and curjosity about Japan and.Ja-
panese journatism, '

| had encountered such things as censor-
ship at Expc. Near the end of it, | had en-
countered g Canadian sntrepreneur who set
up & booth to seil food products. He had
made money at the Montreal Expo in 87
seiling the food items and not only did the
Japanese businessmen copy him, they in-
fringed on the rules by setiing out their
chairs and tables bevond established areas.
But when he tried to do the saime, the in-
spectors came down on him. He iried it the
officlal way but found it didn't worl either.
He leaked the stery 1o me bui the Japan
Times wouldn™t print it. Expo ‘70 was Ja-
pani’s showcase 0 the warld. Anyihing that
seemed unfavorable to the Japanese image
was not permitted. That was the reason you
never read my critical storigs of Expo. And
there were lots of them that | wrote for the
newspaper.

Shortly after that, | found that you don't
do it. So | didn't do it. As a resuli | wanted
to find out what the heli made up Japanese
journalism and what were the inherenit con-
straints of establishment journalism in Ja-
pan? Certain things are taboo in Japanese
culture and folkiore, such as taking a critical
view of Japan’s policy toward Taiwan. There
were stories prevailing at that time that the
Japanese press abided by a rule net to pub-
lish articles eritical of China. That kind of
censorship was alien to us broughi up in the
West, with our sense.of-freedom and demo-
cracy. | went back to Chicago where 1 tried

1o do a thorough study of journalism as it
is practiced in Japan, about the origins of its
censorship and constraints. 1t was amazing
what | found out. Japan has never had a
free Ppress.

You only remained in Canada for a year be-

fore teturning to Japan? Why?

! returned 1o Japan with tenuous feelings.
On the one hand | had a real chip on my
shoulder as a result of the cultural shock
from living there ten months, How many
times have you had your ankles kicked when
vou're walking through a subway station?
And | kicked someone in the ankle in retali-
ation. 1t was ridiculous.

YWhat started ¥t gl is that if you don't
live in the foréigh style, that is, in one of the
big highrise dparioients, then you five in a
half-Jepanese style, and vou get argund on
bus or subway You then know what it is
fike to five ih a country like thai. The fact
is, § was reaily having 2 good time in Japan.
What & shock that was 1o mel But ) got over
that in my first year. It did a lot for my
peace of mind. Plus the fact that the really
enjoyable time | had at graduate schoo! just
burying my head in a book and finding out
about all those guestions on my mind. It
was just wonderful for me. | decided that
i didn’t want to go back to Toronto, you
know, parochial Toronto. And | thought,
why not &y it out there? 'l go back to Ja-
pan and see if | can make it as 2 foreign
correspondent. So | went back, got a jab as
the editor of the weekly magazine of the
Japan Times. | maintain that it was the best
job in  Asia. had carte blanche to do as !
iiked. It also gave me enough time to deval-
op other areas of my life, | weant to langu-
age schiogl but lack of time did not permit
me to compleie it. At the same time 1 was
developing my fres lance capacity. it was a
little more than a year after that that |
thought | had had snough to go headiongin-
1o free tancing as s journalist.

| got assignmeniz from the Globe and
Mail and eventually became thé permanent
stringer for the Vancowver Sun. | expanded
1o work for the now defunct Ottawa Journ-
al and aven Maclean’s Magazine. | also was
& 'stringei® Tor the Montreal Gazeite and the
FEdmonion Journal,

So | had the big cities ted up and that
kept me going. | did Fve years of it 4nd it
was fantastic. | not only reported on Japan,

1 went to Km’qa Taiwen, Singapore, Malay-

sia, indonesia and the Philippines. You
couldn’t have asked for a better job. 1 didn™t

make 2 hell 6f a jot of money. | gave myself
2 timetdble — three years to see if | could get
staff status because you reatly have 1o hustie
when you're a freelancer. | gave it three
years and decided that ! was getting alotin
and | couldn’t see Canadian papers putting
anymore in it from me so | thought I'd
reached my ceiling, That pius 1 had a kid
there and knowing the cost of bringing up 2
kid there in schoodling | decided | can't be
ideatistic anymore. i've got to be practical so
{ came back in 1977,

Did you feel that as a Canadian Japanese
you had to come back to prove something
professionally?

You have a lot of jdeas because of anex-
perience Tike that where you're somewhat of
a native son, or rathar a descendent, coming
home, You get all sorts of different reactions
to that. Whiat was part of the decision was
the success 1 had over there plos the fact
shat | wanted to come back anyway spurred
me on to the make the decision, | wanted to
get back into the swing of things. Maybe
come back and do it the proper way.

What do you mean, the proper way?

Not freelancing, Do it the proper way . .
have staff status and not have to cut corners
and hustie day and night. } fiked it but it ran
me ragged. Plus the fact there are a lot of
ambivalent feelings you have when you'ré in
a country like that Being half foreigner in

the eyes of the Japanese and other foreigners. :

What are you? To the Japanese you're not
quite a foreigner but ih some respects you
are because you don‘t speak the language,
you don‘t have the culture, So there are dif-
farent reactions there from micst Japanese.
! think it was a form of jealousy because
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some Japanese watld reserit the fact 1’d be
tﬂkrnge Engllsh this w&!l but not. realize that

know the third and
fourth generation in North America, As a
Tesult they only know the second generation

wWho aré riot quite a5 good in Engiash over
. ‘there,

Many second generatmn here are hke that
too- because of their bicultural background.,
That plus not krowing what your stariding is
in ‘the eyes of the foreign community fias a
ot 1© do with it. You caii't ignoee it. | re-
senited that 1 wasn't accepted o an equal
par with my colleagues, So thicse: kmd of
things built Op in e when § was the
So | came back and | had something to
prové, | know | did ang 1 think b proved it

more than | ever could have beligved. Like

getting into broadcasting. ! thotight, well I'll
get back into print journalism where | came
from, but at that time jobs were 5o ‘tight
that you took anything that came along.
And that was €BC Radio, editing here at
their head office in Toronto = g-good job.
Atter six moniths | was asked to work on the
television side of broadeast Jjourmalism, { had
come at a veéry opportune time and I'm not
sure if it was coincidental. It was a time when
Toronto was gaing through & lot of racial
tensions. Indians were being pounced on and
beaten up in subway stations. Walter Pitman
was coming out with his report oni what Tor-
orito had to do to gét more racial harmony.
Ornie of the big things he recommended was
10 get more ethnics into the media — adver-
tising, vadio, and especially television. Just
before that repoit came out | was ssked to
g6 on CBGC’s television news production
téar, And | dor't kKriow if that was coinci-
dental oF not. o
You coul_d have been their token visible mi-
nority?

I could have been, | know in terms of my
boss | think | was, but in other teims rio be-
x;ﬂ ;taﬂzat time ;fhev came upon sgmecne

not enly exverienced tut also
w\ed like m;n athriic Mp?t :

Poses, that's whix heppe t on.
the edmng desk s weas gmw !0
camers reponer “The stories |
that first year was stuff that they had never
. had before, | think that they were damn

lucky 10 get me. Up to that time | know that
the feedback | was getting from a lot of eth-
nic groups was that they didn’t think CBC
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would put an ethnic on the air. This was in
1978, That's not too far back, but before
that, who was there? Adrienne Clarkson yes,
but she wasn’t in the news department and

riewrs is quite different from other programs.
it was considered quite a stéep 1o go on
day on the news, the showpiece of the net-
work,

Was there any backlash?

Not that | know of. 1 often wondered
what the letters to the office said but | never
found out. Let’s take the feedback | used to
get from people who recognized me in super-
markets or department stores. A lot of people
recognized me because 1 was the only one
like that on the tube. They would come up
to me and say, ‘glad to see you on Channe!
Fwe and s0 6n, Well, what do they mean?
But 'm giad we've taken the step to have an
ethnic on the air, It was nice because up to
that time 1 didn’t have muich faith in the fu-
‘tiire of Torornto.

How was it to come back here after all those
years working in Japan?

1 returned at a bad tirpe, but | alse came
back with that much more experience under
my bett, | carfie back with alf kinds of per-
spectives, natiorrality perspectwes ethnic
perépectives of all the countries i'd gone to.
As a result, you come back pretty eonfident
you can do the job. But that had o be tem-
pered by thie fact that | was eoming back to
a Toronto {ike this. How was | going to do
thie job? Gradually it worked out pretty well,
Onice you gét into the heat of the job you
don’t think about things tike that. Ch, there
were a couple of tires when 1| €ame across
sorme probiems, like the time | Wds standing
at the corner of Yonge and Davenport and
this truck with twio guys in it drove along,
orie 6f whiom shouts, ‘Hey, chop suey, hey,

chop suey, what have you got 1o say today ¥’
I rurned around, took a look at them and
said, ‘That's pretty bright, want to say it out
here?’ He said, ‘No,’ and when he said somie-
thirig else 1 asked him 4o come out of the
truck., My cafieraman 1old me to cool it be-
caiisé | was going to throw my microphone
and <amsra at the ouwy! But that was pro-
bably the most overt piece of racism 1'd ever
had in Toronto,

What happened in Jepan prior io that
pericd in Toronto? You know, I'd been get-
ting more ethnically aware . . . all pesked
at that time because »~~ ¥ you awes with
it or not, 1 wa= st with the situ-
atOn the way © 1eh i neu e D8 dealt with,
In other words, nomore bullshit. Also about
that time during my first year of reporting
in ‘78, | did & lot of ethnic stories . . Chin-
gse, Japanese, Philippino, Blacks. | had good
feelings about that because | felt | was ac-
comphshmg something by getting them on
the air. It was an interesting period for me
with all that awareness, Some frustration too
shout the history of my people, about what
this country had done, what | had seen
and it made me guite a changed person.
As a result, I'm involved in areas where may-
he 1 shoujdn’t be involved as a professional
journalist, But | don't think it's just a ration-
slization that I'm helping my own commu-
pity. i help them in a way that fills 2 need, |
think other communitis should be helped
too if they have good people in areas with
the expertise. | don't think one shiouid hide
Behind the cloak of ob]ectmw or neutrality,
not on something jike this. To expiain that a
little bit. In the early sixties | became inter-
gsted in the composition of the community.

I read a few books that were lying dormant
for @ while. But whan | went to Japan that
turned into a renewed wave of awakening
because your own identity ard perceptions
are tested in an ent:rely new and different
situation where you're like one of the ‘'ma
jority anvd you encounter different reactions
10 yourself as an individual, plus meeting a
ot of your own Kihd over there because of
the evacuation during the war, Why did this
happen? You seé what's happened to them,
As aresult [ met many Japanese and Chin-
ese American ‘students who had gone there
with similar objéctives. That had a lot todo
with the formation of my other interests
at the time. | Was getting heavily into ethnic
awareness, ethnic history and what that
meant to living in Morth America and living

in Asia. | meat you had somie fuany experi-
ences. | met half Chinese gnd half Japanese
Americans and | thought, boy, however one
genes are made up, it tesis your own think-
ing, vout ethics and philosophy. | think for
most thinking people it would expand your

perceptions. Because whsgre do you come
across that? in Canadayou don’ tcome across
it. Now we are starting fo.
You merntioned the first Hine you carng back
to Toronto from Japah you epcourntered a
Iot of parochial thinking, Had this changed
by 19777
Torontois still a very paroch;ai tow, You
can see it everywhere, in the television pro-
graims, the newscasts and ngwspapers as com-
pared to, say, a British or Admerican paper. |
mean, it's so parochial, Their world Is their
riavel,
In what way have you been abie to deal with
this?
As a professional in the business of jour-
nalism, you do what your market demands
and vou do that to a point, But as a reporter
and editor it you can also expand it bavond
that perimeter a bit. ..} think | was able to
do that. | was able to spm off a lot of stories
from my experignces oversess, not only from
Asia, but from the Middle East and Europe
tecause of my contacts, | Tourd i could spin
off a lot of stories here as a result of that
background. There are ali kinds of angies
you could tailor to a market like this which
1 did. People who are born here, brought up
here and educated hére den’t have that per-
spective. That's why [ think it's so parochial.
! mean, the show has changed so that we
do very littie of what | didl before, Now it's
gettmg down to where | think television is
going to go in North America. it's going to
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be veiry meuch focal and you're not going to
get mind expanding information type pro-
gramming.

1t’s going ‘soft’, you mean?

Well, soft in one way, but hard in another.
Hard in the sense that we're going after the
flashy and the sensational. That's all they
want. { can see it because if what we're going
to get is unreal competition, mavbe twenty
to thirty stations in Toronto and the viewer's
got that kind of choice. How are we going to
compete as a news show? Well, the bosses
have their formufa for success.

I can’t see it in terms of just doing a job.
I don't just do that. Il do stories that they
want but I'Hl also get that story and more, |
know that’s lacking in our station now be-
cause it's a very inexperienced staff. What
you learn when you hustle as a freefancer is
resourcefiulness, the possibilities, and you're
aware of different angles and ways of look-
ing for a story and that's helped me here,

! don"t go for the ordinary story. That's
easy to do. Here is where proving yourself
comes in. | admit that's what makes Mel run
and he’s still proving himseif, proving some-
thing to someone else. | know that I'm not
the only ethnic in the media right now but
'm still looked upon as ari ethnic by our
viewers and if | can help the ethnic commu-
nity by doing that extra special little story, |
feel | have done something.

So you feel there is pressure because of your
ethnicity to be better, that more is demand-
ed of you?

If you ask me to put it intc perspective
and give a percentage figure of what part is
prefessional objectivity limited to an ideal
I don't think | can. This thing about a pro-
fessional level has been imbued in me since
Japan and it’s a standard | felt | had to work

MEL TSUJI is News Editor. CBLT Toronto.
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toward and live up tc because nothing else
would satisfy me. When you're in Tokyo, or
Hong Kong, piaces like that, you're among
guys who are the cream of their papers or
stations, | mean you have to be a complete
idiot not to absorb some of the work habits
and stories they're doing. That's why it was
a good work experience. | learned through
them toe. You don't learn that kind of thing
in Torento,

Advice for ethnic minorities who want to
break into the media, what can you offer?

A lot of ethnic students and graduates
phone me up and | like to help them. One
thing ! suggest is to get out for a year or two
like ! did. it's the same thing a5 they te!i you
in journzalism school, Go into the boondocks
for a while, make your mistakes there and
come back. | can see a {ot of vaiue in that. |
never had to do that but | can teli you it's
pretty heavy on your nerves and constitution
when you start out in the big city. Hong
Kong, Tokyo, Singapore, Malaysia, starting
cut in places like that is good. | think work-
ing there, finding yourseif as a person does a
world of wonder for somsone, espacially in
this business, | cant overemphasize the ef-
fect it has on a person.

is Canada’s multicuitural policy working?

For lack of any other vaiid ideas, what
eise can you have? | think it's helping bring
that rather controversial subject more into
the general lifestyle of Canada, whereas be-
fore it wasn't happening, Given the waves of
immigration and this situation , . . i say situ-
ation, some people might say problem, but
then | say, whose problem, because a lot of
pecple think its the problem of the ethpics
who came here, The ethnics have not causad
the problem. Even the new ethnics are not
disturbing anyone, Who creates the problem?
The psople who are causing the problem
should ask themselves that, ! it was just left
to people to live their lives and be accepted
as they are, it would be a lot happier environ-
ment, That's what we are working toward. |
think you, me, the ethnic down the road, are
not much different from anvone eolse. We
have the same wanis and desires as every-
body else. Everybody's the same. | can't
overestimate that. After eight vears in Asia !
discovered theie’s no ‘difference betwesn
Japanese, Koreans, Chinese or what have
you.

It does a helf of a ot for your psyche in
coming back to a town like Toronto and you

have alf these different inhabitants. | know |
wouldn’t be considered the norm in this be-
cause Yve met Thais, Filipinos, Koreans, and
| know they're not different from anyquy
else, but | know the average Toronionian
thinks they’re different, and wouldn't like to
talk to thermn or get to know them. There are
these exotic ideas about people but people
aren’t exatic. People are pecple. People are
interesting but they're not that different,
meaning exoiic.

That's the problem with Canada, we'rre
iust so parochial in our awareness. That's
why | think multiculturatism does heip. If
it doesn’t work, give me a better idea.V!"m
willing to listen. | know there's a prevailing
thought that it's a Liberal Party ploy to keep
ethnics happy: keeping them in their place
by doling out grants, but give me a betier
idea. | you think of the medium term effects
of this kind of thing, vou're going to get a
special view of the program, but if you ‘thmk_
of it in the long term what this might dq, i
tend 1o be an optimist. If it continues, it's
got to help.

As a journalist, how do you perceive the rifts
the disfocation caused by racial tension?
This is an imporiant testing period.
Among other things, viewed from my own
newsroom, 1 see it as important because the
news establishment itself is made up of the
same people who are involved with the so-
called racial probiem in Toronto. How does
the news establishment deal with it? 1 still
think there is a very strong institutional bias
built into the news media. This is the one tar-
get that has to be overcome before there's
racizl peace in the country. But it’s very
hard to overcome. | think you have to do it
with things like a multicuiturali program,
provide maoney for multicuitural events, |
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don‘t iike that kind of thing but it heips,
Because vou can’t have think tanks or con-
ferences all the time., The average person
doesn’t care about these things, if you can
get across an attitude or idea even s little, it
will be an advancement, We're talking abeu.t
the preconceptions that middle road_ Canadi-
ans have about ethnics, even journalisis ha\fe
them. They're very suspicious about certain
5t0ries, such as iflegal immigranis, cf s;ngle
Black mothers being deported and they hide
pehind their closk of journalistic neutrality
by saying, ‘Well, he’s just kicking because
he’s not teliing the truth,” and ail that, That
is what you meet in Toronto, in my news-
room and in other newsrooms. | don’t know
when and if we will get over that, Eventual-
by we will, but it's a very serious probifem
now, Of course, they're not the only stories,
but theyre the test stories.

Anyone can cover ethnic stories, but
when it comes to stories that strike at the
root of ethnic existence . . . I'm proud 1o say
we did finally cover the illegal immigrant
story and did some good stories on it it
tock guts far CBC Toranto to hire me for
one thing, and for another thing, to let me
do those stories, | know there were comr
plaints about me doing some of those
from people who said | was trying io heip
my own within my station and they et me
do it. 1 didn't realize how many |'d done un-
{il the boss had to do a presentation to the
station bosses of what they'd done and they
asked me to list the stories "d done aver a
six month period, | stopped counting when
i'd gotien up o 66!
tHow representative is the CBC with respect
o media hiring of ethnics.?

Very unrepresentative, Only recent!*_f
CFRB hired a sc-called ethnic, Senil Joshi,
an East Indian, who is on their sports beat.
CiTY TV has Jo Jo Chinto, a Black, They
had guts to stick with him. When he started
cut, it was very rough going. They tock a big
chanee and hooray for CITY, they did it
That's about ail. Global and CFTO have no-
body. it is going to take guis on the part of
one persan 1o take a stand. if you've got two
or three, it’s not unusual, There’s the think-
ing that hiring one or two ethnics would be

the sccepied level
— Ann Cuon

2243 QUON was newscaster on Radio CKO Ottawa where she
was born and raised. Presently she is anchorperson on
Television Hong Kong English newscast.
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_ler skates.

Thrust for
More Positive

Media Images of Minorivies

IT IS a scene cut from the pages of middle
iclass Canada: Qrdinary, everyday people, in-
cluding children, are getting ready for the
onsiaught of winter. They are putting up
storm windows, checking their furnaces and
getting their cars tuned up, tece-tappindtoan
infectious, peppy, jingle. They
are all smlllng and being very energy-consci-
ous. They are also all white.

What's wrong with this plcture? Plenty.
And with the backing of the National Black
Coalition of Canada; | and other individuals
decided to do something about it.

The television ads in Guestion were first
aired by the Ontario Ministry of Energy in
the summer of 1980. They were good ads—
encouraging people to “preserve it, conserve
it.,”” The probleim was alt the people in the
ads were white.

The #irst of these energy ads, entitled
“Smallei,”” depicted a “"typical”’ street scene
in a large Ontario city. It showed lawyers,
housewives and young people using dimin-
ishing sizes 'of ‘transportation to conserve
energy. The energy-conscious individuals
moved from gas-guzzling automobiles to rol-
Non-whites were conspicuously
absent. This either meant the ads were not
meant for non-whites or they had been de-
liberately left out. No matter what the an-
swers were, what was being beamed into the
homes of millions of Ontario residents,
many of them non-whites, was a lie. It was
not a “‘typical” street scene in Metro despite
what one ministry spokesman told the CBC
radio network.

The Coalition approached the news media
and was given assurances by the M|mstrv
that changes would be made in their next
commercial. Changes were made, but they
were token gestures, and poor ones at that.
They amounted to a slap in the face of the
province's non-white residents.
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~ This new ad, entitled “Getting Ready’
(which | depncted at the beginning of this
writing) did contain non-whites. Bt they
were wiell hidden, being either off camera or
go far in the bac_kground that they wouid
have been better off not being in the com-
mercial in the first place, One glaring ex-
ample was a Chinese actress whiose hand was
shown installing a furnace filter. Another
scene showed a man, presurnably black, rid-
ing a bicycle with a group of people, but un-
less you knew he was black and vou were
looking for him the viewer had no way of
knewing non-whites were present in the ad.

Incidentally, that ad was reedited and the
non-whites were replaced and it is now being
shown on television. Blacks can now be seen
putting up sterm windows on their homes
and the Chinese woman whese hand was
used the first time around can now be clear-
ly seen. A vast improvement over the origin-
al presentation. It also means more money
for these actors. AH of which begs the
question: “If these non-whites were laft out
before, vas it an oversight, or a deliberate
attempt not to portray them on television?””
| believe the latter holds the answer and 1|
will address that later.

“Getting Ready” in its original form
filled me with such .anger and disappoint-
ment that } sent Energy Minister Robert
Weich a strongly worded letter. 1t was one
last desperate attempt to get some action on
what | perceivedwas an unconscionable in-
justice against nori-white taxpayers. Copies
were sent to the news miedia and Opposat:on
leaders. The Liberals responded with a letter
of concern — the |etier was sent coinéidental-
ly on March 19 when a provincial election
was called — while the New Democratic
Party chose to ignore our letter. However,
Weich promised a meeting after the election.
A few weeks after the Conservatives won
their majority, Jean Augustine and {, aschair-

persons of the Natiohal Black Coalition's
media committee, Coalition President Wilson
Head and Heriry Gomez, & representative of

‘thi Black Peiformeérs” Committee metWelch

and the people responsible for the ads in his
ministry at Queen’s Park.

It was a successful meeting, success being
measured by the Minister’s belief that the
exclusion of non-whites from the ads was
unintentional and that “we simply had never
thought about it before.” Told that
some changes would take place, we were in-
vited {o view the next ad before it would be
aired,

The four of us saw the new ad and were
pieased. 1t showed the faces of many non-
whites doing the things that whites do, who
appeared just as happy. th fact, the ratio of
whites to non-whites was 50:50. The ad
showed non-whites taking an active role in
conserving eriergy alongside whites — which
did not weaken thé message of the commer-
cial. ;

Our campaign was successful and it has
since dictated futiire ads by the Ministry as
well as, wie hope, other ministries.

The Coalition’s policy on the media states
that the ... broadcastdnd gther media
shouid, in all their activities, esseritially re-
flect the multi-cuftural, muiti-racial and
muiti-ethnic charscter of Canada. Whether
these activities be in advertising, drama,
news reporting or public interest pro-
grams ., . ."

The energy ads did not reflect this policy
beforehand, but through our efforts, and
tHe sensitivity of Mr. Welch, the ads now do.
The same, howsver, cannot be said of other
ministries in the Oniario governmen_t—but
their time will come.

(Getting changes to be made in the energy
ads was an easy victory inasmuch as:non-
whites are entitled to equal represeritation
and equal access to public money, moraly
if not iegally. The same cannot be said about
the private sector — which should be the
next target And the approach will perforce
be economic, not moral, in view that execu-
tives are only interested in the bottom Yine.

At a conference heid about thre¢ years
ago in Nashville, Ténnessee by the black
National Newspaper Publishers Association,
the president of Hiram Walker toid delegates
that he did not advertise in black pubit-
cations because of morals but because “we

realized that you people can make us mo-
nev.” | sat in the audience and nodded in
agreement.

Too often non-whites excuse vidiites when
they commit overt facisi acts by saying the
whites did it unintentionally. it is a curse
wé have because “rational” men and women
don’t shout “racism® at everything they see.
Many of us fail to recogrize that racists are
closeted in the private sector and in govern-
ment where they often are the decision-
makers. In the case of the energy ad, the rac-
ist was the man who insisted that the first
ad, "*Smalter,” accurately reflected a “typi-
cal street scene.” The problem is, no matter
how sensitive the bosses are, by the time rac-
ist messages get filtered down to the trench-
gs, the message has been reinterpreted. The
one constant fife goal of government bureau-
erats is to maintain the siatus quo.

To counteract this variety of myopic
thinking, non-whites must be prepared to
apply préssure and to keép it up untit some-
thing substantial is attained.

Ten years ago the Ontario Human Rights
Commission accused the advertising industry
of ¢acial d|scr|mmat|on It has not chianged.
Canadian advertisers and media moguls by
and farge seem to prefer that non-whites are
never seen in smart singles bars, white child-
ren never have Black, Chinese or East indian
friends, and the typical family is middle class
white,

A media director for General Foods says
few Blacks or Asians are skilled enough to
perform in commercials made in Canada.

Fewer even, he says, are members of the As-
sociation of Canadian Televisicn ahd Radio
Artists (ACTRA). Bt this is a deception:
non-whites are almost never hired because
they don't apply, nor join ACTRA. Because
they are sefdom seen it is assurmed that they
don't exist. “Canadian experience’ cannot
be had without actors getting work.

The absence of non-whites on television
screens is of critical proportions but its im-
pact is not readily felt by viewers. The next
time you watch a Canadian television chan-
nel, count the number of non-whites in the
ads. You won't be surprised. Hamlin Grange

HAMLIN GRANGE, a reponter for the Taronic
Star, is a prominent member of Urban Alllance
and Nationat Black Coalition of Canada.
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shorT STORY

HE WATCHED INTENTLY AS A
car made its way along the dirt read, raising
a cloud of dust. Smoke-like, the dust rose up
several dozen feet into the air and then slow-
ly diifted towards the south, dropping back
to the earth gradually, '

The car passed by a hundred vards away
and Emory breathed more deeply. 3t was
only then he became aware that he had been
holding his breath. "How long ¢an we stay
here, cooped up like this,”” he thought

There were seven of them there in that
house, not counting the graduate student
and his wife, and their baby. It was crowded
and they couldn’t even go outside except at
night.

He rested his hands on the shovel and
looked up at the stars. The dry night air
sucked up his sweat, cooling him as it did s0.

_ “How much more are we going to dig?
This hotle is big enough to hoid all the food
‘you can ever raise!”™”

*Almost donel Just a little bit more and
we'll cover it up with timbers and earth.””

““1£'1t be a good storage cellar.”

“Maybe a bomb shelter.””

“Maybe a man and woman shelter!”

The graduate student and his wife were
fixing up an-old, run-down farm. By way of
repayment for their generosity the guests
were doing what they could to help.

“It's good to be out here digging. | get
SO tense sometimes, You know, a person
could go crazy, just hiding.””

Later they listened to the late news on
the radio, news mostly about ‘the success of
the government in rounding up subversives
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and about plots and threats which made still
more round-ups necessary.

They sat around silently Tor a white, gach
one wrapped up in a lonely, sepérate world,
pierced only by the glow of a cigarette here
and there.

“| wonder what's happened to Ed White
Deer? | wonder if he’s stili alive. They got
him in the first round-up, y&" know," thought
Emory, out loud.

“lt gounds terrible, but what | was just
thinking about is how leng the university
will keep on depositing our paychecks in the
bank, now that we're gorie. My wife and kids
won't have any food or a roof over their
heads before long. | guess she'll have toget @
job — if she can find one ~ and they’ll have
to find a small flat or move in with some-
one eise.’”

“Don't worry Carl, they'll survive some
way."

“Sometimes | wonder if | didn"t run away
too soon,’ said Al Gomez, a young Chicano
assistant professor. “So far as | know there's
still no vwarrant for my arrest. Maybe § just
panicked, what do you think?"”

“You did the right thing. You know as
well as the rest of us that the first wave of
arrests hit all of the community organizers,
iabor radicals, ethnic group teaders, left poli-
tical types ~— all thie people out in the barrios,
on the streéts, in the communities,

The second round-up included al! of the
second-level of organizers — professors with
some record of radical activity inciuded. That
includes just about all of us — and it includes
you. Do you think they dos’t know about
your activity in MECHA, sbout your having
been a Brown Beret a few years ago?’’

“That's right. And now they're picking
up alf of the writers, broadcasters, journal-
ists — anybody Who might help keep the re-
sistance going, Man, they've even arrested

e

state fegisiators and cohgréssmen
“Eyen a governor or twe,” commented

Ann Suziiki, an organizer in the Asian com-

munity and & former lecturer.

A& pause followed, as Emory SbeTowns
passed some -tabacco around. They had
learmed to rolf their own cigareties, those
that smoked.

helt Carl, 1 know yoi've been predict
ing a military-right way takeover for & long
time. The good oid USA gone the way of Ef
Salvador and Gustemialal . . . How does it
fae! to have been proven right?”

N:.tt doﬁ!t feﬂtgﬂeﬁd, Ji2ia N |'E fﬁels bad PR
But, you know, =ver | was a Hittle surprised.
I mean, you kmow, the Democratic candi-
dates won the efection in a big way and then,
whariio, they blew our new president and
vice president away!”

“And then, damumit, they had the gell to
biame it on “lefewing terrorists, the son-of
a-hitchest®’

“if ywe get caught . . . I mean . . . doyou
thirik they're really torturing people?””

Sitence erept into the circle until Emmory
said: 1 ain"t gonina get caught! . . . And
that's one of the reasonst They've brought
back troops from Ceritral America 2nd from
the Canal Zone to help contiol ds, to hunt

us down., They've armed right-wing Cubans

and Nicaraguans. Manl . . . These guys are
the ones who Have been encotraging torture
sverywhere from South Africa to South
Korea. You think they're gonna just forget
ali of what they've taught sverybody else?"”
"} agree’ said Professor Lester. “There's
toc much potential for a civil war. They've
rounded up hundreds of thousands of people.
Many of the inner cities and barrios have

&

been in revolt. Potential rebels are avery-
where, Only terror of the most extreme kind
can: ensure the takeever.”

The graduate student, who was still able
to travel about, added: “Rumor has it that
they've armed the KKK and the Nazis.
Many universities are totally shut down and
pofice and troops.are at all of them, just iike
on our campus. [t scares the shit out of me
to go there. One of these days | may get cold
fest and just not go back, it's that bad.”

“Yeas, but the majority of our dear col-
leagues are stilf just working awsy en their
projects, hot reslizing that dven they wilk
ane day be visited by the policet™

“Seme of therm — believe me — are very
glad to see is gone. Nowr they don't have to.
worey about sthmic studies or about the
teachers’s unior: or about protests over the
inhumane trestment of research andmalst
No . . . now they can get back to teaching
the students how to memorize facts, how to
be cogs in the system.”

The hideaways took turns watching for
strange vehictes by day and night. They ls-
tened to the radio frequertly, just on the
off-chance that a dissident group might cap-
ture a station for a brief period. But auth-
entic riews was hard to come by. All over
the countey it was the same. Only the mili-
tary and the right-wingers had access to re-
{iable information.

~.
i & #®

Orwell was just fike an Indian, a real pro-
phet. “1984" was a vision, not just a book.”

Emory lay in the shade, on ccof, clean
earth, in @ Kind of a tunnel beneath a forest
of ‘trees and thick bush. He picked a tick off
of his skin, and started to break it in two be-
sween his fingernails. But then he just let
it go.

His thoughts were wandering. No food
for two days, no water for one. He noticed
the dried blood on his arms, on the tops of
his hands, but he looked away.

“Crawling, crawking. | must have crawled
for miles,”

The mountains were full of individuals
and small grougs, hiding out as long as they
tad food, walking by right towards Canada.
But the mountains were also full of soidiers,
right-wing vigilantes, and secret potice dis-
guised as refugees. . %
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it was ho game, Those that were caught
were killed or the spot or, if luck was against
them, were taken away for interrogation.
- Emory gripped Hig 22-riflé and started
crawling agasin, He could smell the dampness
“of a fittle creek in a hollow just ahead.

® %R

T "There “were massive Camonstrations in
T our city. Hundreds of thousands marched.
Byt the soldiers and police moved in. They
" Uhad the Black ard Chicano soldiers.out in
front -with white officers and other erackers
behind - thems. The brothers shot over our
heads, but the ofayws didn't care. They
mowed dowr thousands — men, women,
children.” His voice cracked.

They've even- arrested lots: of minority
soldiers, or taken their guns awav. | heard
that some are fighting back but | don’t know
where."’ L

Emory didn't say anything at first. The
Black student didn’t know anything about
the mountains, didn’t know how to get food.
Emory felt a chill run through him. The
young Black man would never make it to
Canada. He would die. Emory saw that.

¥ % #

He was filthy, he knew he looked fitthy.
He could smell his own body even above the
smell of the pine forest. But he was sure
now. He had crossed the border. Now he
could rest, sleep, eat, fight for freedom, join
the Canadians.

His mind whirled. He felt faint. He rose
up, stretched his hands into the air.

An RCMP patro! saw him. Emory waved
at them, Then he was lifted into the airas a
beam of builets tore into his stomach, cut-
ting his stomach, cutting him in two.

He was lifted into the air, and he flew up
high, and the Mounties grew smaller below
“him. : :

He thought he glimpsed :th_e'ArcticSea
before a bluish-blackness covered cyeryting
over like a dense, heavy rain cloud,

' — Jack [ Forbes

JACK D. FORBES is professers of 2 Ameriean Sudias an
Tecumseh' Center, University of Gaidornis He s the
author of Scholarship _apd Cudtural Plus 5 in Higher
£du ca tion; American Wortls: 4n Inrodustion o those Native
- Words Used in English; Reliticus Freedom and the Protection
of Native American Places of Worship and Cemetzrics: “and
NMative American Languages: Freservaiion ond  Self-
Dovelopment, among others. ’ Yoo
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A Gathering of Triba! Peopies
A Feature Documentary Fiim
18mm color, 58 minuiss
Directed by Jesse Nishihats
produced by Slavros €. Stavridaes
An Inguiry Films Ltd. Artech
Films production c. 1983

OPEN CIRCLE begins with & dedication
by the Ainu group of Japan o the memory
and vision of James Buliar, fsunding
president of Indigenous Pecpies Theatrs
Assoctation, who died a few wesks beforg
the opening of Celebration '82. in snoisnt
Ainu, the Spirit is invoked. . . .
There follows an array o7 iraditional
toof Bean-
dinavia, the Shuar from
Pueblos of New Mexico and 1
of Domenica, West indies.
audience rises to pariicipate in
gterious round dance led by La Garcaing,
a Montagnais group from Qushec cap.
pirng off this opening segment,
Performing in a more conismoorary
non-traditional mode, the -4
Delights Theatre of Sicux Loo:
tario initiates the theme of oid
new forms, foliowed by the Natis
School of Canada with £2
treats the subject of “isciation
vasion.” The Tukak Taalrel of
recasts the tnuit myths of Gr
modern expressionism. Witk
from Ecuador and the Me:
Nicaragua, the potitical bhasses for
identity is reaffirmed, and the &
Domenica describes Hs sirug
recover selthood from & shafterss oast
Reflecting the North American urban in-
dian ‘miliey, the Spiderwoman Theater of
New York City dramatizes
orignted, feminist percaption. The

format is used-by the Hapnod group of

Bagor, Walss fo refate ms Waish =x
perience. Tukak  Teairst :
using the cabaret format
qmessage: . . . LETVUS

The film concludes with
round dance of all participatin !
coda of brief but evacative ullerance of
gratitude brings OPEN CIRCLE to a cios

rly
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1940 concerns itself with Caribbean culture in
ali its ramifications. it is an outlet for the publi-
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