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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEW
BCARD OFFICERS !

Fred Foldvary

. NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS IS READY to launch
. program of action and education for the
‘iscal year [983-84. Fred Foldvary was re-
rlected as President by the Board,

endell Fitzgerald, past director of the
chool, an awareness counsellor is the sec-
atary.

1o Grimm, Co-Op Director, member of ‘the
crld Order Society, a long time member and
entributor is the new Treasurer.

red attended UCLA and UC Berkeley. A Ber-
“lev resident, he is a libertarian, an
uthor, and former candidate for 16cal of--
ice.

he new Board appointed three committies

o manage the year's program. The Budget
MMITTEE includes Otto Grimm, Clarence
arger and Mary Francis Smith. The Per-
onel Committee includes Roger Somers and
lay Berling. Tne Program Committee in-
ludes Wendell Fitzgerald, Clay Berling,
ave Damery, and Dale Buscher. Pat Holl-
igsworth is coordinating the Fall Picnic.

JMMITTEES ARE OPEN TO THE MEMBERSHIP OF
iE SCHOCL. THE POST OF VICE PRESIDENT IS
W OPEN FOR NOMINATION.

(GHLANDER LEADER SGMES TO SAN FRANCISCO

(LES' HORTON, founder of the Highlander
3IK School in Tennessee will meet with
ne members of the School November 3th. The
uﬁwn”ummCmmmmmyzmwodmeMHz wauﬁnnﬂwa

SPECIAL CLASSES PLANNED FOR FALL TERM:

Bay Area Program for Humanists

A series of targeted classes in PROGRESS AND
POVERTY will highlight the fall term of
basic classes in eccnomics.

Veteran teachers, Clay Berling, Robert O'Don.
nell and Alanna Hartrok will lead the classes
in Alameda, Marin and San Francisco.

The new targeted classes is an sxperimental
program to tocus the work of Henry George

for particular groups. The first is for
members of World Federalists, Association of
Humanistic Pschologists, envirommentalists
and others.

Independent study programs in the Bay Area
with tutors and occasicnal group sessicns
was pioneered by the schocl last year with
some good results according to Education
Director, Alanna Hartzok. ''We are continuing
the program this year," she says.

"We urge our members to tell their friends
about the classas or to ask for brochures to
be sent to them.' , -

GEORGISTS GATHER IN GOLETA
LARGE LOCAL DELEGATION ATTENDS

PRESIDENT FRED FCLDVARY led the Northern
California delegation to the annual member-
ship meeting of the Council of Georgist
vrganizations which was held in Goleta,
Santa Barbara in Southern California, July
12-17.

Bob Scrofani and Alamna Hartzok led a

muber of the sessions during the meeting.
The SF 'Cufreach Program' was described and a
new national series of outreach respensibil-
ities were established by the directors.

San Francisco 1s asked to coordinate Adult
Programs and outreach to Peace, Envircomment
and World Crder groups.

Fred, Bob, Alanna, Clay and Mrs. Ruth
Berling, Otto Grim, Ben Malia, Evelyn Friend,
Clarence Burger attended the meeting.

The California Caucus met to discuss how to
handle new LVT legislation proposed. Otte
and the Berlings participated in a new
Methodist Caucus which resulted from a ban-
quet keynote call by columnist Mike McManus
to reach out to churches.

NY TIMES SAYS LVT A USEFUL TOOL TO PRCDUCE
JOBS AND HOUSING-

In two recent editorials, the NY Times
has urged public officials to consider
the use of LVT to solve urban problems.
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Two classes- taught by Mike Trigg in San
Francisco, and Clay Berling in the East
Bay have added some more quality person-—
alities to the list of those versed in
Georgist economics. We welcome:

Betsy Fltzgerald
Janet  Schweiss
Randy  Maymazd
Roger  Perez
Cathe  Smeland
Michael Tejeda

CONTRIBUTIONS GRATEFULLY ACCEPTEL !

The following contributed $50 or more to
the work of the School so far in '83:

Clarence Burger
Richard Paul Campbell
Elizabeth McQuiston
Gecrge Amberg

Ctto Grimm

John Garver

Rebert Roelofsen
Clay Berling

Dr., Duval Jaros
Marion Sapirc

F. J. Stevenson

The financial support of these folks was
also of great help:

Lozen Gerstein

Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Grant
Bettina M. Dcbrin
Dena Vogelsand

Dr. Lillian S. Wong
Edward K. Wachsman
Janice Macomber
Reland Ballen
Elizabeth Devere
Helene Mayne
Woodrow Williams.:
Wendell Fitzgerald
Roger Scmers

James Strong
Lillian Hillman
Ward Lamon
Elizabeth Grimes
Ed Tamler

Richard Deshaes
Basil Taylor

Ben Mallia

Jon Stedman
Charles Turner

Wm. Newcomb
Morgan Harris
Arncidine Berlin
Arch Woodruff

John A. Jung

Dale Buscher

Mike Lurio

Eric Moncur

THANK ¥OU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

th o o —

In Memoriam: Henry Sommer, Noah Alper

-

This newsletter is published by the
Henry George School of Northern Califor-
nia, 3410 19th Street, San Francisco, CA
94110, (Chartered by The Regents of the
University of New York.)

Editor: Alanna Hartzok
Co-Editor: E. Robert Scrofani
Typeset: Fred Foldvary

Manuscripts and letters on econcmic sub-
jects and the School are invited, but
the editors bear no responsibility for
publication or return. All opinions ex-
pressed are those of the authors and not
necessarily those of the School.

Henry George Stamp

by Fred Foldvary

I attended the public meeting held
by the Citizens Stamp Advisory Committee
at San Antonio, Texas, on June 19, 1983,
This was held as a USPS seminar, in con-
junction with a philatelic [stamp] exhi~-
bitien., I learned that this was the
first ever public meeting of the Stamp
Committee!  This Committee is none other
than the one we have all been mailing
requests for the Henry George stamp to!

I had a chance to speak with sever-
al of the Committee members. (Unfortun-
ately I was barely able to shake James
Michener's hand, since he was bombarded
with autograph requests.) We have good
news. The Comittee will be actively
considering a stamp for Henry George!
The not-so-good news is that the decis-
ions of the Committee are confidential
and we will not know of any decision to
produce the stamp until the public an-
neuncerent. The Camittee also told me
that we should no longer send them let-
ters requesting the stamp, since it is
on their agenda, thanks to your letters.

Thanks to all of yeou who did send
letters on the stamp, showing wide sup-
port. Also, thanks is due to the Henry
George Foundation for assisting my trav-
el, and to the Robert Schalkenbach Foun-
dation for supplying literature which I
have given to the Committee., They now
have plenty of information to work with.
Steve Cord of the HG Foundation has been
an enthusiastic supporter of the stamp.

We now meve on to Phase II of the
Stamp Campaign! Laraine Stiles has been
contacting notables such as W.F. Buckley
and Tom Hayden to get endorsements, and
these are being forwarded to the Stamp
Committee. Please coordinate any such
endorsements with me or the School. I
will also be writing to some foreign
post offices for stamps from them.

® % The Astroncmical Society of the Pacific is
* * offering deeds to land parcels on the planet
a Ta Mercury in return for $25 donations. While
a2 a %, this world-wide scientific society does not
M actually own any land on Mercury, it points
” * to the fact that neither does anyone else yet.
= - . B

3
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A Friendly Amendment to
Henry George’s Principles

by Alfred F. Andersen
1155 S¢. Deora St., Ukiah, CA 95437

"PART I

I agree wholeheartedly with Henry
George's basic concern: to discover the
root cause of increasing poverty in the
midst of "progress" and to remedy it.

George attributes this situation to
the inequitable distribution of income
from land. I agree that econcmic in-
equities have their historical roots
there, for those who first obtained a
monopolistic advantage in land owner-
ship could then use the power which this
advantage gave them to entrench tham-
selves in other special privileges.

- They did this primarily by one or
both of two means: (1) outright seizure,
and (2} establishing goverrments which
were structured so as to favor their
present power position and even to im-
prove it in the furure.

The person or family most skillful
at such manipulation emerged as king or
royal family, cften seeking and achiev-
ing religious sanction as well. It was
comon for such royal families to pirate
other lands and ‘claim huge territories
by simply sending an exploration party
to traverse it. Thus were formed the
first mencpely capitalists.

In additvion, those who had used
their seized econcmic power and presumed
political legitimacy to gain dominance
in an agrarian economy were. in position
tc reap the economic benefits of the in-
dustrial revolution. Furthermore, they
were in the position to give their off-
spring the best in education, from bocks
and tutors as well as travel. In this
manner powerful families tended to per-
petuate themselves.

The bulk of the people were not in
a position to benefit from educational
and technological advantages. Through
their protests and rebellions they were
able to peck away at political inequit-
igg, but even the U.S. Constitution does
not significantly restrain the upper
class elite. Political reforms ars al-
ways a few steps behind the newly fourd
advantages discovered by power elites,

For instance, the U.8. Bill of
Rights still does not guarantee each
person worn inte this earthly life his
or her obviously inalienable right to a
fair share of that which no human has
made and which, therefore, no human has
more right to than any other. And there
are many octher loopholes in the Consti-
tution whersby a small power elite can
be assured of continued control and dom-
inance.

Therefore, though that basic econ-
omic inequity in the area of benefits
from land and its resources still re-
maing, other ineguities have been added
to it, and 21l ineguities are entrenchad
by means of inequitable political struc-
tures, Until these inequitable politic-
al structures are remedied or replaced,
1t is virtually impossitle to remeédy the
economic inequalities.

[¥51

-
“In an effort to put a lid on inflation, Congress today
voted to move the decimal point one digit to the left.”

(pueibul) HONNd

Farmland Astronomically
Expensive

The OTC Stock Journal, July 15,
1983, has an article by well-known Fi-
nancial writer and TV's '"Wall Street
Week" host, Louis Rukeyser. His report
on the farm situation includes the fol-
lowing quote by H.L. Tinley, an execu-
tive in a farm management firm:

"Midwest farmers will tell you that
farmland is so astronomically expensive
today that only a small percentage of
farmers can own enough land to make a
living, To stay in business, the major-
ity of farmers must rent additional
acremge. The typical Iowa farmer that
you see on his tractor would be out of
business if he was not able to rent that
additional 160 acres...",

Pay the Piper

You knocw the old fable of the Pied
Piper, who rid Hamelin of rats, and
then, because the city officials refused
to pay him, led the children out of the
town to vanish forever? It sc happens
that it iIs a true story, except for the
rats, In fact, it is a very Georgist
story, as told by the School's president
Fred Feldvary in the May-June 1983 issue
of Land & Liberty, German settlers were
being recruited for settlements in what
is now Czechoslovakia, with coffers of
new land and opportunity. Hamelin was a
social pressure cooker, since the city
patricians owned all the land around and
speculators had driven fammers into the
crowded bown. The land-hungry youth
were easily induced to flee to their
promised land.

Pick up a copy of the issue at the
School - or better yet, why not sub-
scribe if you haven't yet? Send $10 to
5 East 44th Street, New York, NY 1G0Ll7.

In the next Msmanwamzwﬁ I will in-
dicate how Georgist principles must be

modified if, even under raformed polit-

ical structures, we are to achieve true
economic justice.
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- By Mervin D, Field
Five years after passage of
Propesition 13, Californians
take a mixed view of the ef-
fects the 1978 Property tax eut
amendment has had on them,

according to a California Poil,

Forty-three percent af the

adults poiled say Proposition 13 left
them neither better off ner worse
off. Of the remainder; 29 percent
say they are now better off, while
23 percent fee] they are worse off.

k.. LOverwhelmingly: approved

Contributing te a positive ap.
prajsal of Proposition 13 is the large
tax savings to homeowners. On the
negative side is a growing pdBlic .
perception that government ser-
vices have deteriorated and that..
there has been an increase m fees
paid for a-variety of government. -
services during the past five years,

Proposition 13 was an initiative
by the

L S e P
CALIFORNIA POLL

OVERALL IMPACT

PROP. 13—FIVE YEARS LATER -

- OFF T ERRECT:

BEMER . . MO WORSE NO
§ SFE - opinion

IMPACT ON TAXES

‘Fovorgble  No Eftect. Unfaverable  No opiniod

Shotmwide: 5 Lm
Ion._ooian &3 .21 13 3
Renter 20 - 48 23

LOCAL SERVICE o

QUALITY OF STAYE AND

fame:

: Declined Remoined Improved Mo apinion

an.uum.,

Street and

o _-vear. - . :

state's votersin June of 1978, after a
vigorous campaign led by its au-
thors, Howard Jarvis and Paul
.Gann, - .. -

: . These survey findings come
fromi a series of three statewide
studies compieted by the Field In-.
stitute over. the five vears since.
The last of the surveys was conduet- .
ved from March T 1o March 9 of this -

36 L7 m—— - _
Highways =~ . G, Sl IMPACT ON GOVERNMENT SERVICES
e y " P e m 5 i THE HOUSEHOLD | ‘
Public S¢ 1B0% 3! . Favorabie NofHect . Untoverabie - Na opinion
Aid 1o Efderly - . 39 . 3. - 18 . , ; g
and Disabled A o o L ; o :
Librovies . - 33 46 13 B e Cnidren . N &2 ,
_m.mmya_ e 8 a2 T3 2 e 13,54 - 27 &
, veation - e in Public Schaols . .
‘ WM.H“ Quality m Ty o HAPACY ON WAGES AND Jo8s .
.- . . . i , - v
A e tow B B oo Nod Uiorobs Noupo
Income Fomilies with- . moe 0 Statewide Y
Dependent Children . s Public Employee 13
Parks and 25 - .50 16 - 9 o . -
- Recreational Facilities. - LT - vncw_wn mﬂt_wwe..u 13
Police and Fire 24 . 54 19 - ¢ g SelEmployed 19
Protection : T Retired: 24
: "« {Figures are percentagas} -

™

® Most favorably affected by
the tax reductions of Proposition 13
are homeowners (especially those
who owned lheir present homes
hefore 1876), those who are seifs
employed or retired, and upper-
income Californians. o~

& Most likely to report a nega-
tive effect of Proposition 13 on the
government services they receive
are those with children attending
public schools or with family mem-
bers enrolled in a stale university,
college or community college.

& A large proportion of house-
holds whose chief wage earner is
employed in the pubiic sector and
those with annual incomes of less
Lthan 310.000 report that Proposition
13 has had a negative effect o
their wages and jobs.

. Followihg is a summary of oth..

er major findings from ihis re-
search: . . .
. B When Californians. are askad
to assess the overall quality of state
and local government services
since 1978, mere than four in 19
142 percent! say they believe quality
of semfice has declined. This -com-
pares ‘with 8 percent who helieve
quality of service has improved.
Almost one-half 48 pereent) have
not seen any change.

® Majorities of state residents
nole deciines in the guality of the
public schools and in street ang
highway maintenance during the
past tve years, . :

B About one in three reports
declines in service since 1978 in the
areas of public assistance to the
elderly and the disabled, focal pub-
lic Hbraries and public highsr edu-
cation, . *

$ Large proportions of the
public are aware of fee Enwmmmmm. in
a number of government service
areas since 1978, Majorities report
they now pay more for public trans-
‘portation and for pubiic higher ed-
ucation than they did previously.

& At least four in 10 report fee
increases for lousing or building
perits, street and sewer construc-
tion and maintenance, and parks,
campgrounds and other public rec-
reational facilities.

® About three in 10 report in-
-ereases in fees for public medical
care programs, bridge and highway
tolls. and in speciai school fees for
driver education and interscholas
tic sporis during the past five years.

Copyright 1983 The Field Tnstitute
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ECONOMICS FOR PEACE EVENT

On May 26 the School sponsored
ECONOMICS FOR PEACE at the Croatian
American Hall conveniently located
beside our office building. About
thirty participants viewed the
Franciscan Communications filmstrip
The Gift of Land and heard panelists

representing the following organizations:

tions:
Maryknoll Fathers, American Friends
Service Committee, Citizens in
Solidarity with the Pecple of EL
El Salvador, Northern CA Land Trust,
Institute for Food and Development
Policy, and Earthstar Radio which
taped the event for possible broadcast.
Earthstar's Shari Morgan provided some
high-minded entertainment with her
songs of peace. *
The following is from the talk given
by Marvknoll Father Jim Curtin who
has spent most of his life working
with the Indians of Guatemala and is
deeply familiar with the brutal :
massacres that have been occurring in
Central America: _

The Land is sacred to Zhe Indians and
there was a meeting of Indians of eight
countries Ln Sept, 1979 in Mexico

who echoed the thoughts of Henry George:
"The Zand is a mothexr for ws, 1t A&
our Annendtance as a homeland. 12
Lncludes the watern, the trees, the mou
mountading, alld those things that make
L€ function as the earth. The lZand 4is
the garmworhens sustenance, as Lt L4
gon Zhe whole of scedlety. 1t is the.
heart o4 the nation. The Land 44 ocux
Life; 4t 4s the sournce and protection
of oun Life. On Lt we stand, we walk,
we rest. When we have Land we ane
nappy because we have food, We {eel co
commitied to iis production. We feel
we aie persons. The Land belongs zo
everyone, because Lts only cwner Ais
God. " .

After quotes from Popes Paul VI and
John Paul II regarding landed pro-
perty rights Father Curtin continued:

Peace 45 above all, a work of justice.
I presupposes and requires the esta-
blishment of a just orden in which men
can gulfill themselves as men, where
Tnedn dignity {8 respected, thedix
Legitimate aspinations satisfied, zthein
access Lo trnuih necognized, fthein
personal freedom guaranteed; an orden
where man L8 not an object, but an
agent of his own histony. Therefone,
there will be attempits against peace
where unjust Lnequalities among men
and nations prevadil.

Universal Love L4 that wh

darnity with the cppressed seehs also o
Liberate the oppresscns from their cwn
power, from thedr ambition and faom
thein selfishness. The Liberation of
the poon and the Liberation of the rich
are achdleved sdmultaneously,

LANDLINK PROJECT

The LANDLINK PROJECT was begun in
September 1982 in response to interest
by CBS News in the question of concen-
tration of land ownership in America.
The following organizations were
contacted: Appalachian Alliance,
Kentucky Fair Tax Coalition, National
Catholic Rural Life Conference, Rural
America, California Institute of

Rural Studies.

Subsequently, CBS did a documentary
which focused on the Appalachian
region in particular. Purposes of
the LANDLINK PROJECT are as follows:

* To continue to draw media attention
to this challenging issue;

* To network with organizations and
individuals who are working on
issues of poverty and inequitable
land tenure;

* To support their efforts in esta-
blishing a tax structure which would
collect the economic rent of land
and natural resources as the basis
of public finance, while eliminating
taxes on productive labor.

We are seeking funding to support the
further development of the LANDLINK
PROJECT. For more information please
call the School at 415-864-1014.

TUNE _INTO THE GREEN QUARTER!

From time to time Earthstar Radio's GREEN
QUARTER carries programming of special in-
trest to HGS members. Recently board pres-
ident Fred Foldvary was interviewed on his
book THE SOUL OF LIBERTY. Vice president
Eric Moncur created a dynamic program onm
the green belt along the Great Highway.
Another show was developed from a teleph-
one interview with Landlink Project part-
icipant Joe Szakos (did you know that one
coal company in eastern Kentucky owns 81,
000 acres yet pays only $74 a year in prop
erty taxes?) KFAX Radio 1100 AM dial every
Saturday evening at 11:15 PM. For further
information call school.

MEMBER POLL: Cable chammel 25 has aired a
videotaped portion of a panel discussion
from our June '82 conference. We intend to
do a few more programs for cable TV and so
we're wondering how many of you get the
cable system. If you do, please give us a
call to tell us so at 864-1014.

PENNY'S BUILDING LATEST NEWS:

Chronicle AM: August 16th SF Supervisor
Carol Ruth Silver proposes to condemn and
tear down the long empty building at 5th
and Market and convert it to a mini-mall
and park. Silver noted the key site pays
only $50,000 a year in taxes.

Examiner BM: August 16th Bob Lurie, owner
arnounces plans to rehabilitate the 5 sto-
ty Baroque-Renaissance building into re-
tail and office space.
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