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QUR OBRJECT: wie would simply take for the community What bel
to the community.- the value that attaches to la

' the”gfowth"of-thé-Cbmmunity, leave sacredly to %

individual all that belongs to the individual.'’

;%f}' _.j";f; ,'“";_" - R e Tenry George (1836

N ._,iﬂ"ilf‘_t ‘5f 'The'PEOposal for ‘a "House Journal'
‘_Quegﬁiqns of Qeorgist Policy:

“Gaﬂan§,P;actise Georgism in Politics = Knud
political and Economic Reform Through Local G
ment - W, T, Pitt ' :

Efforts to Increase Readership of Good (Goverm

Issues in Georgist Theory:

Definition of Rent = 5.5 Gilchrist

Ricardo's Law Measures Rent and Private Taxab:
e Gl s b L a i e Y Ral

- Thé Values Parby . l

. . Reviews:' .

By E.P. Widdleton of WFalling Apart" by Elsl
By W,A. Dowe of nopitics of Henry George’ e

I # B

s PROPOSAL FOR A
HOUSE JOURNAL

~ Following the effort by the Associationm To atira
readers to Good Government! the decision was made to &
suggestion by Peter Middleton to begin-a ':.Se journal
would therefore welcome theoretical artieles.ortarticle
questions of policy connected with the Georgist movemen

please confine articles to about 400 words iecs
foolscap paBe using gingle spacinga Should you wish
continue receiving the fQuarterly' please renit $2.,00 t
fxﬁssociatigﬂ'at 143 Lawson Ste, Redfern N.9,W. 2016,
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GO:AND'PRACTISF_”ﬂOPFTSA I DOJITICS _
' AWYD THOLSTRUP

“Is find-1t aporopriate to begin by repeating my prei
at the centennial celebration in San Francisco 1n August,

"My aim in coming hére is’to explain how ienry
George, fully utilized by simply means, will
stop inflation, will half the rate of intorest,
and end ilncome tax,

SHWith no inflation; a low rate of interest, and

no income tax, the road will be open for more free
enterprise - 1t-will be easier . for young people
to generste new industries, z giving employment to
more people, oo

e will get more, gustlce, %ora ha armony, and maybe m
will b@comb hanpy‘”

Tntll no¥ e ha ave not come very near the goal:
worldw¥1ﬂe sccentance of our ideéas. I think the Henry
George Unions must face the fact tnat-lt will be necessary
to go actively into DOllulCS, as Graham Hart (Jembley, Wb
wrote to me last January if we'want to have any influence
_of lmpoLuanceg

100 vears zgo income tax was sonmething like 2 - 5
ner cent - today it is killingly high. Uoto B0%,
special cases more, and any policy that could have that
conslderably 1 uucod mouLd to my mind be very attractive,

In the last 30 years we-have seen land values risin

S-much faster than in any previous period - in Denmark four

tines as fast as the consumer price index - and any policy
that could j$evoht land speculation wolld meet with the
greatest interest, :

The last 50 years have seeflneople efraid of the
growing marzism and soclalism growing in two directions:
- one, as social welfare {made by vote-buving policy) eating

- up through taxation more and more of feuoLe‘s Oavnlngs and

wo, as socialization of thé means of production and endin
as dictatorshin. Any policy that could sscurs vrivate o

ship and earnings , (and thus COHSOlLdaue denocracy) would b
met with- the greatest interest.



'GEORGIST QUARTTRLY T Page 3

The last 30 years have shown the evidence of far mo
effectiveness azhd productivity under the capitalistic frec
‘enterprisé system than under that of the goclalized or nat
alised; and directed, producticn. and exchange of the socia
~countries, two.tc one in favour of the fibsti Any poli

. .. that could secure consumer-directed production, free enter

- .+ .and free trade, maintainins s free choice of goods under f
Gompetition, . would be met with .general sympathy (corsumers
ag well as praducers), L

In the last 30 years there has hcen growing interes
for justice among people, who want ggual possibilities for
all, educational and Job-wise, against monopolies and priv
ileges, Any policy which can secure justice, especially
in relation to private ownership of the result of one's 1a]
would atiract most peoplets attention,

_ ‘POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC REFORM TFROUGH LOCAL

- O W.E. PITY

F

_ To illustrate the practicality of proportional
repregentation and to link <t with the finsncing of govern
ment 1% not really hard, R -

-

‘FI”would like to see the Hare-Clark system adopted
»7 &t mumicipal level and bthen the once a year €lections at
e this level exvanded t¢ provide ‘the remresentatives inm both
State and Federal parliaments. ' Where one person is
currently slected for a three year term from each Yard or
Riding, let us annually elesct nine, - These folk then,
from their own numbers, would seléct the narliamentarians
on a threé year rotational basis. ° OFf course analgamations

- o © would be needed wherever the 'eléchoral colleges? came to
renvregsent novulsiion numbers substantially below the average
figure, However, such az system would ensure that. governme

at all levels,; would remain very very close to the people,
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Let us slsdthen-collect the whole of the national
revenue at the municipal Tevel, Ppcocomoanied by the end

of the present westeful taxation, the municipal rate bill
would need Lo be: expanded by ninc or ten timen s0 as to ¢
ect the. whole.of the site rent. ~~  With both financial
electoral control thus ovnerating !from the ground up', ar
with the Hare-Clatrk method ensuring sanity in the electic
tax revolts that some Tolk now guggest: would, 1Lhe Bestor
Tea Parties, become unthinkable,

EFFORTS TC INCERASE R“ADHNS“IP OF 300D COVERNMENT

The Aszociation for Good Government recently asked
gsome members to suggest fhe names and addresses of persor
vhom they thought would likely be interested in the ideas
the Assoclations 48 o result about one hundred new p¢
were listed and received the February issue of 'Good Gove
These persons will receive the magazine over a period of
vears free of charge; ‘although in October, 3934, they
receive the norhel subscripiion notice in which they will
invited to subscribe,

: - In addition, on the occasion of each issue copies
are sent out to persons or groups to whom the subject-nal
of the issue should appeale For evample, the occasion
the issue of October (which contained articles on propor
representaticn) coples were sent to Politics and Genergl
Studies teachers in N.5,%,. and Victoria, S0 far, takil
into consideration the am;11 pumber of Jjournals éent, the
responsge has been gratifd fying .

The readers of the Quarterly may care to send to
Association the names of other organizations or individw
.who could very likely be interested to raceive our magaz
.The arrangement would be as described.azbove. o
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DEFINITION OF RpNT

S,
hif

’).

. S. GILCHRIST
(This article is abridged but it is felt that the omission o
points does no damage to the main point which he nakes = Fd,

The index of "Progress“““E Poverty" lists ChehlﬁCUfll
of rent" as being given in the first paragraph of Ch.IT, Bk,
Rent is described as "nayaents for ths use of land or other
natural capabilities", and as "the price for the use of bare

~Iydhinls it can fairly be claimed thst virtually all econonmis
ancient and modern accent that definition: the only except
are a couple of pecnle in Sydney who seek to define rent in
of ""production',

Rents are moncy prices aud are determined by -the mark

It is not a 'perfect” asrket because =upvly as to anca is 11
and tleru;aro.stron elenents of_monouoly, but it is still o
ket, There are a

larpe nunberi of buyers qnd oollers,_ . I
possible for gﬁdholders‘%o hold land.out -of use; - neverthé
there are strong incentives for them to set ik 1nto uge, in
tﬂau t“ey uay get thﬂlr unearned income,

Ricardo agreed that rert is a price and he set out to
Woat detﬁrulnaa the price of sites relative to one anothnr;
saw that The differences in rent were reigted to the diffe
in financial return from sites aCLOTdLAS to their caia01ty tc
yield varjous amounts of satisfaction. But, of course, th
"yields™ could be in all sorts of satisfactions and, in this
situstion, Ricardo(oxr his follorcrs) offered a very simple,
not very accurate measure, which has become kn I as Ricardo!
Lat, . e,

In g similar case, much has been written ofYsupnly anc
demand®, and what has been written has often been slapiified
crossing supnply and demand curves, But this is net a "def]
ion" of price, Tor the gimple rcason is that achody knows v
the supply and demand curves are. A few experts can make :
reasonable guess al the curves near the pTlCe‘ - but what the
‘doing is using the price as the starting point to find the cu
.and not the othor way round, Similarly, with rent, price is
starting points Ricardo’s Law is an avproximation derived
prices for land which indicate all the opiniong about the os
aGvantages, Iin fhct, Ricardo's Law is so inctorrect that it

should not be presented oven as an avnoroxzimetion of the corre
law, . EL-dis so f 1 f“ou the trLth that it canpct assist in
giving uqdorsuapﬂlng. )
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RALPH

hicardo ezplains ho rent 1s measy 1red not thHe cause of

i
rent, To coutﬁﬁhalLJ refer to the method of megourenent as
the Lavw® is % viith the pathological features’ of ren
ariging from lan Covaners to hold land out of use

Tt is not the greater demand for land or the extension
of the margin but the increpsed intensive coo;eratLV3 use of
land which gilves vise to rent. The ﬂ S J@QCLLVltJ
of lzbour, with incressing populatioég engvles
mrintqﬂm Tages and exnand to inferior iand, thus increasing th

nensure of rént to meet the need for increased revenue in an
exbanding comauni This even exnlalns t
on agricultural laqd

)

I” this rent be the proper revenue for society then tha
which the lazndownere talks by forcing the margin virtually off
the map, as evidenced by poverty and unemployments is not rent

“but private taxation. Liczrdols nmeasure is able to defermirn
the robbery as well as the rent and should not be used to cons
idete the both into o concept of roenTe Tf a metal worker ucs
a carncho“'s rule it does not turn mstal intc Woods

It is trte that v
something occurring with
attribute this to ront i
inhibited the Gecrzist Tis bt
£ pataolog ical channel 11 ibutic
private taxation masquera ding as rant.

Everything abnormal within dist tribution ia taxation
including (1} faxzation by landovnsrs of the Povefﬂteﬁt in the
approny Latloﬂ of the true rent; (2) tamation by landowners o:
Yages arising "“o‘“1 their nower™ Bo hold land out of use snd (3
general taxptlon by Goveranment being deprived of rsvenue.by tI
first abnormal condition in distrib suticn (above).

“The vemedy, of coursc, 1.s to abolish tazatio
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VALUES PaRTY

The Values Party of . New Zealand iz very small and
only ancat ilft seh-Candidates in the N,.%. elections
¢ " extract  from the vamvhict 'Land Usel
cato nonetholicss, that some of their
membars. have bubq trlﬁﬁwdﬁ ““CLdCtLTSl on the subject of
nmtural TeS0UTCES, o

The valvo of land is a social value,
Lf you're going to hold & diece of tand,
you must work ‘lth it, produce from it,
live on it and leave 1 cttcr'than you
found it, = If wou dontt, then orenare to
be taxed to the noint Whﬂ“o you let it
#eto somsons Ploc who will, It is
faore dmperative than ever that we make
Lanit: Tax work, No one has the right
“to fet rich- by “hYng ard’ sclling land,
nor to.use land as a‘fav sink. nor to
gglomerate a huge provertyy - Land is
too ﬁfuC“OuS for that,u '

5

ent.ﬁvnrfsscs tre heaTLﬁs degire
that the comzun shect and aaintain the land, It is.
alive to the doterrent effect of a "land tax® sc far as
SW@CUlBthJ is concerned, It shows an appreciation, too,
O0f the difficuvities of making o land tax "work", Tt sees
td)that in time, a Yland taxt Will ensure that those who
~holg 1and Vi1l be those who Vorf,4t; ;

This humane _
*Tt}f"

PaaltM]

; 2k¢ This 1t has to be oointed out that
seeing a "TRdd A% is an offensive weapon useful againgt
gentes anm¢ﬂr“s and speculators is only one vart of the
true picture, A lend revenue is rot only an offensive
¥eapon to Ypunish" with suall revenue votential but, taking
urben land into account (a andy perhaps, territorial witers
aronnd M.7. as well), a nationzl site rent is = blzgﬁr ‘

proposition, So big, indeed, is the coqcmﬂtlon of a
broperly conceived site rent "$Hat all land users will feel
its effocts, There will be no nsed of govwrnment to say

how land will he ‘used ghonld suclk 5 schenme oe adonted,

*
*
"

¥



GEORGTST QUARTERLY — Page 6

TALLING APABT: TTH ORISE AWH DECLINTG OF URbBAN CIVILIZATIONG:
Pub, by Svhere Dooks: London; 1978. (How avai 1able under the
tabacus' label) Australian Recoamended Prics #L.75.

o

This is & romariable beol; a
well-rescarched, resadable and
of the growth, otagnation and evaon
nants history.

ueid, factual, extremely
ive pregument on the then
mize of the city in

1% is remarkable how close the author freguently comes
to a Ceorgist interpretation of @Vﬁ*'s without apparently re
iging the fact, This can oniy be sxvplained by the prevaler
ignoranCQVOf Ceorget!s Works. 8ne is fawriliar with the work
of Smith and Marx:; although she distorts the concept of a '
1aﬂ‘et’ into = callous kind of Yfree for 211Y; and tends to
self-interest simply as seifishness (the devil take the hindi
The reader will find much information about the process whers
neonle are dlSpOS“ﬂwued of land e.g. the story cof the Scotch
croTters and the writer. deplores the relentless rise in the 3
tHe poor “u.t pay for permission te live on the earth, She
the Green Revoll tion, Howuv>r, agalin, she doe:
count the significance of the rent by which 1

.2 to skim off uhe improvensnts in tie peasar

She points out that having two views (Salth and HMarxz)
-

lezds to 1”ﬂ“flnA any third viewpolnt. Her owrr fthird! viev
hat the city is tle culprit. The solution is devolution i
urbanizotion. Tt is & pity that the author has not seen ti
works of Hanry George by which she could soe the distorting «
of. the private appronristion cof tland values', i
Reyviewed by E,P, Mide
ko * % ¥

CRITICS OF H=: GEORGE Ede Andelson .
Fairleigh Dickinmon University. Pross; U.S.4.; 1979 #US5 18
* & - & .

This iz & scholarlv selection and review of critics wl
pointe are meny and varied, and are of differing degrees of :
ortance and relc%ancu. Influccﬂ are the criticisms of Marx
the Duke of Argyli. The book Contq$ns sorme criticisms tha’
to be weighed eswecially that of Lavaleye that rent is insuf:
Tevieved by YA, Dowe (Mr, Dowe will take up this point in tl
dJune issuc of 'The Georgist Quarierly‘.
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