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Fhe undesiving thivad that stitehes Wogether the fhree malr seomonis
of Fiie Cenjer Mugazine in this issee - diad
atd the pehis of workers glone wath the leurth, Gaal segment of puy
ireera pivdns conderer
Wt miefactions att
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adisumgnished graup of
- rghis of workers,”
swent detntled seruting by represonistives of Jabor, management,
azienee, wnd the press.

Woile rereading the issue as a whoele before it went 1 the printer,

TO THE EDITORS: The announcement
for the Center's program on human
rights arrived. just this weekend.

What 1 find to be most unfortu-
nate is thar such a dialogue is
deemed necessary. Can there be any
doubt that human rights are being
violated consistently and quite often
svstematically ‘within each of the
earth’s societies? Whar does it take
for inddividuals of conscience to ree-
cgmize the growing terror under
whieh 50 many of our species must
exist?

One thing 1 am sure of: of all the
causes discussed and all the solu-
tions put forth there will be few
courageous enough or sufhciently
insightful beyond that offered by a
verv young Winston Churchill in
his book The People’s Righits, Here,

eariv in the twenteth century, came’

an analysis of the human condition
that demanded to be heard but has
been effectively silenced by power-
ful interests. Churchill writes:

*It 1s monopoly which is the key-
note. and where monopoly prevails,
the greater the injury to society the
greater the reward of the monopolist
will be. See how all this evil process
strikes at every form of industrial
activity. The municipality, wishing
for broader streets, better houses,
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more health, decent, scientifically
planned towns, is made 1o pay in
exact proporiion, or 1o a very grest
extent 1n propeortion, as it has ex-
erted ijtself in the past to make im-
provements. The more it has im-
proved the town, the more it has
increased the land value, and the
more it will have to pay for any
fand 1t may wish to acquire. The
manulacturer purposing to siart a
pew industry, preposing 1o erect a
great factory offering emplovment
1 thousands of hands, 15 made (o
pay such a price for his land that
the purchase price hangs around the
neck of bis whole business, hamper-
ing his competitive power in every
narket, clogging him far more than

anv foreign tariff in his export com-

petition, and the iand values sirike
down through the profits of the
manufacturer onto the wages of the
workman. The ratlway company
wishing to build a new line finds
that the price of land which vesier-
day was only rated at agriculiural
value has risen to a prohibitive fig-
ure the moment it was known that
the new line was projected, and
either the rariway is not buile or, if
it is. is built only on terms which
largely transfer o the landowner
the profits which are due 10 the
shareholders and the advantages
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which should have accrued to the
traveling pubisc

There is more. At this point th., -

author 1s just warming up:

“It does not matter where you
look or what examples vou select,
you wiil see that every form of
enterprise, every step in material
progress, is only underiaken afier
the land monopolist has skimmed
the cream off for himself. and every-
where today the man or the pubiic
bodyv who wishes to put land to its
highest use is foread to pav a pre-
Iiminary fine in land values to the
man who is putiing it to an inferior
use, and in some cases to no use at
all. All comes back 10 the land
value, and its owner for the time
being is able to levy his toil upon
all other forms of wealth and upon
every form of industry. A portion,
in some cases the whale, of every
benefit which is laboriously acquired
by the community is represented in
the iand value, and finds its way
automatically into the landlord’s
pocket. If there is a rise in wages,
rents are able to move forward, be-
cause the workers can afford 10 pay
a little more. If the opening of a
new railway of a new iramway or
the institution of an improved ser-
vice of workmen’s trains or a low-
ering of fares or a new invention or
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any other public convenence affords
& benedt w the workers in any par-
ticular district, it becomes easier
for them tc Bve, end therefore the
landlord and the g:muad Iandiord,
one on top of the other, are able to
charge them more for {h privilege
of hiving there”

Churchill echoed the wisdom of
a comemporary British  subject,
AMax whose Democracy
Versus 5 :'.iczfi.wz (1901 atiacks
both the monopelist and socialist
struciures as the antithesis of “de-
mocracy.” Of socialism. Hirsch con-
ciudes (p. 326): “Instead of rais-
ing the materizl condition of [ihe]
munority, socialism must fower to
their ievel the material condition of
all. A monotonous s-:qua]ity moun
avoidable poverty will be the condi-
tion of the whole people in the
socialized state” Hirsch (who dedi-
cated his book 1o the memory of
Henry Georgey would have ex-
pressed his rescunding a*{:pmva} a
Winston Churchill zeroed in on the
underiving cause of human suffer-
ingz: “In no great country in the new
'd or the oid,” wrore Churchill,

; the working people secured
thc donble advantage of Free Trade
and Free Land together, by which
1 mean a2 commercial system and 3
land system from which, so far as
possible, all forms of monopoly
have been rigorously excluded.”

He ended with a quote from
Richard Cobden, whose fight against
the infamous Corn Laws has been a
bright banner for the advocates of
lawssez-faire:

“You who shall liberate the land
wili do more for your country than
we have done in the Liberation of
its commerce.”

How do we, then, “liberate the
lang!” back away from the mosnopo-
lists and toward a just pohtical
econonn” Throuwh the state control
anid ownership of the means of pro-
duction (i.e., land and physical
capital) as proposed by the social-
ists? ™No. Not if Hirsch is to be be-
hieved, and 1 think he is. Rather. by
the simple process of collecting the

“unearned  incrememt™ (ie., the
community-created land value or,
more specifically, the snnual rental
value of landy. This answer has
been put forth for over two hundred
years, first. by the Frenchmen Tur-
got and Quesnay, then Herbert
Spf’ncpr, Richard Cobden, Henry
Gearge, Max Hirsch and, yes, Win-~
ston thurc’nil?. .

To that hst vou can also add Leo
Tolstoy and Sun Yat-sen.

Yes, a dislogue on human rights
will further reinforce the masmiude
of the probiem. The solutions are
there for uws as echoes of a tume
when wisdom aimost prevailed.
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Cherry Hill, N.I.




