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COALDALE:

Gem af the West

OR some of us it was u;s! a plage io get
away from. Far far away, if beople would
ask, “Where dre you from?” we _might
reply, “"Southern Alberta,” or ‘sven,
“Around Lethbridge." But Coaidale?
Who'd ever heard of Coaidale’?

The train doesn’t . aven s%op here
anymore —whsch is’ odd .  bevause
Coaida!e is b;gger than it used to be.

‘fBut nqt better, "‘cm__e old-timer sald.

it's been twenty- Hour years Since FPve
Had more than & passing ook at [y, home
town. Over. the years bPve: besh i
and out — faster out than in-~—io see my
parents. But this year I'm staymg ionger
than usual.- -

Gets complicated: if you | ask why
Sormething to do with a growing skep-
ticism about the. word ‘oul-thersl—a
suspicion that the-old adage referring to
treasures in your ‘own :backyard is true.,

“Pyg s‘p'o‘t-‘eed at-lgast one- saint hiding
out ‘in thHe “highbourfiood. Sinrers of
course are edsier to see and dre thr'v:ng
here as olsewhere.r But dike unicore
sairits tend to disappear if [ooked at darec-
fly, so can only be ghmpsed briefly in
passing — the ‘way a tourist might look.
Ws not hard fo be disguised as a tourist.
Yoiz -just: have . to pretend you're biind
behind your eyés seeing everything and
registering riothing.” - .

There used to be a billboard out on the
highway anaouncing “Goaldadle, The Gem
of the Weast.” To the naked eye of the
speeding summer traveller there's little
glitter to make one want to slow down for

_a better look. I¥'s just as well. Some

secretive treasure hunters swear that drab

ag in

and ordinary. locking places are- where
precious things are hldden skilifully
camouflaged. )

In many ways 'm ot ;ust disguised as
a tourist, but ami & gending card holding
member of the htrlbe W's always been
sasier for me to’ understand’ peoplé who
leave better than people who sfay. |
shared the chrohic discomiort of ‘those
who - don't belong <:who Roh 1o7get
gaing, it doesn’t matter whigre 50 long as
it's somevihere iss.Butdhe enes who for.
some reason-waré-dble o stay year afiér
year in"the same. spot.weig 4 puzzie.

The other day, -Dad. who s a semi-
retired Anglican ciergyma . ancs | went to
visit an eighty-six-year old Wenian and her
three daughters “whbd have lived ia the
same house since they first came to
Coaldale in 1226 from Russia, via Saskat-
chewan: . :

“Fifty-one years i one house‘l" 1
echoid. “N& ‘plumbing?  No-eleciticity?”

© The &ir had the dry prairie smisl! of
grain and cow manure as we dréve out of
town a few miles {0 -their- houss. The
brown and white dog that greeted us was
overly friendiy, as were the grasshoppers.
it was a hot evening and ali the sisters
were wearing  light .cotion -housecoats.
Fach one looked like a ‘Walier Evans
photograph.

“Come see all the weed | sawed
oldest sister said.

We followed her past the outhouse to
the barn in which the winters supply of
wood planks and logs were stacked along
one wall to the rafters. - :
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"You dld‘an thxs by hz‘a_f-_!d?"— ! asked as
ing around and |
: ﬁ-an_q grips  and

Shu fer nugygr
7 fyun, About two ‘wesks.”

. Do somé people not change their ways
at ait?

Insidé tha. neat House, | could now see
where all the ptasnc flowers in Woolwor-
ths go. Lace tabiecioths and candles, por-
traits on the sideboard, ol lamps, wood
gtoye,” bnghf flowers " everywhers —— g
touch af fairy tale. ¥ Hansel and Greial
were alive today, would their house look
like this?

.. 1. sat on the sofa petwsen two sisters
wnth their photo atbums on my lap and
listened to all their “remember whens,”

. "Here, that’s mis,” ths cldest sister
said, laughing and pointing to a pic_ture of
a child beside 2 white picket fence in front
of a farga white hause HMThat's our houss
in. Russia.”

Yt coutd palnt M she added, .41 cou!d

make everything iike. it was. The {ree over

Jhéare — s Her gyes were ciosed and she
Was pomnng out tha details of the yard
she knew gs a _nma-syear-otd -

“why.did you leave?”

" “The Commdhists,” she said.

“They wanted your house'?”

- “Everything, . everything.”

She would have heer just three years
older than | was :at the time of our
uprooting. Iico have a picture of myself as
a child.standing in front of a large white
house. If she had asked.why we left, |
wolld h.ja';v;e _had io reply, ‘‘The
Canadians.”

“They wanted your house?”’ she m:ght
ask.

“Everythmg, everyihmg,“ E would reply.

There "are reasons, of courss, that
peopie decide to ieave a place. Quiits can
be smothering -— even strangling in their
‘weight. Some of my friends couldn't wait
to get out and have naver come back even
for a visit. Is it & question of chdice with
this tamily? Do some people stay because
they can't leave?

“Certainly many people in- Cealda!e
know what it was 1o leave because they
were not permitted to siay. We to0 knew
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first “hand abowt treachery, loss
property, whoiesate disruption of s,

den poverty, the bewndermm“‘ af wa ga
new places.

Driving home from the ﬁogsiskys =)
passed the former Mennonite Brethren
Church budiding.

“Do you remember,” Dad said pointin
it out as he drove, He atill drives about
thirty or forty miies an hour on county
roads which is definitely not tourist speed.

“The Regehis,” | said nodding. M
Regehr was the jenitor who lived behind
the church with his stout Kind hearted
wife. She was round faced with thick jegs
and as generous as Mrs. Kstzenjammer
There was nothing false in har gensrosity
that i cauld fathoi — no flesting curiosiy

or meddiesome busmess arising out of -
boredom. Her hands were warm, her anms .

She brought us buns — Mannonits

 bufs — round and fist size with a smailer

bump of 2 bun, like a nosa or a pregnany
connected on top. Mrs. Regehr herssif
was fumpy like her buns, §0fi byt not a&ry,
full and filiing.

- And cheese! Like: the kind Heidi and
her grandfather must have saten in ih
Alps. Cheese conceived in Europs an
miade in the Cogldale Chesse Facs
tory — which they tell me has changed
hands and is another one of thoss things

that isn’t the way it used to be.

‘Mrs. Regehr also brought me hand
mede Mennonite dresses which, #3.
worldly ten-year-otd, |- hated. No fiarg, 0o
waste of material, clumpy, straight up and
down, just wide enough for walking no
nonsense dresses. But | wore them and
played with the Mennonite kids vwho wete
shocked at my lying and dacaitfuiness..i
turned from my wicked weys and copled
theirs. | said “ya thai's for sure” instead of
“vos" and | learned the proper uss of the
word “already.” | experimerited with baing
truthful. Just a little already. i

“You remembar,” Dad continusd, “me;
pumyp organ we have in the chureh?”

The church. Ours. That brings back:#
whole flood of assoclations.- Bui what

about that ifttle old pump your lsgs o
Berlin Oni. Berlin Organ. [t seemad 1o m
it has always sirnply existed with is warbly

vox angelica and woletta and bass and-

treble. couplers. A few other stopssworked
but one — | think it was ‘echo’ — worked

.o waell that when you pulled # out and
pumped, - a.high. squeal cams -on -sven:

Before you touched the: keys. -
“They gave it fo us.”
“Who? The Regehrs?'"
The Mernncnites, Dad told re, had a
new organ and gave their oid one to the
janitor who passed it on io us. And Tim,

my fourteen year oid brother, thén worked

ati summer, made {en dollars and gave
that to the Regehrs. The -ecumenical

movement and economics a fa Coaldale,

7046. “Blest be the tie that binds our
fisarty in Chrigtian love — For years its
brave raedy music has been ag-
companying German, then Japanese and
English hymns. These days, the Engligh
accent of Mrs. Lioyd the organist mixes
with Dad’s Japanese accent and thé blend
is distinetly grassrocts Canada.

The car turnad in to the garage and we

were back agdin In our own famifial
backyard. Here things deﬁmte_ly afe better
inan when we first came in 1845, What 2
troglass wamriess abominatien of
desolation Ahose first yoRrs ware.”

. Aftor the internmant camps in the ghost
’(owns of B.C. and the and of World War i,
we werég stitl prevented from returning 1o
our homgs on. the B.C. Coast. All-this s
difficult to write about. There's something
rancid about Canadian bigotry. The
American Japangse at least were given
back thelr land and properly and were
granied the'right 1o return to the coast, but
here in the true north strong, we at least,
weren't free. Citizens of this Country by

FEE LAY
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Joy Kogawa

nght of blrth, Ganadtan vetarans of Worid
War !

9 A
'p-.e"o.p LT - tih_.wa:s.é axces d-iﬁ_géy
people ~—wére to bé. dispersed §umhar
Having robbed iis to tha bone, iha et
thing was to make us invisible, The gipars
were plaving a differsnt tune those da’ys
and the. promm:on of mmomy ethmc con-

LA

sciousness was def:mteiy out

What was wrong with us? My Dad has
a letter saying that the reascn . éapanese

. were undesirable js'that we.dont integraty

well. On the other hand, the’ "Keep B C.

White'" man -said that unless" action was
taken there was a danger that some
Japanese might try moving into the better
neighbourhoads The comic bocks gave
us buck teeth and squinty cross eyes and
we were cowards and fiends who
screamed AIEEE. .We looked like
monkeye. |- dreamt of “plastic “surgery.
Snow Whitey was the fairest in-the tand,

the never lying mirror said and the rest of
us dwarfs exisied to serve. That's why we
ware sént to this dread placs. What else
could it be? Life was obvigusly going 1o
bé one Iong “dowrihil from the parad%m af

Bur house in Marpoie Vancouver, 16 the
shack i Slocan L= whict at least was in a

besutiful valley — but now this:

Dad was simply following his flock. We
tried to gét into Lethbridge but the quota
of Japanese for Lethbridge. was alréady
filled. We couldn’t get intc Taber either.
But by now we wers used o being

- sgueszed out.

“Come hers blackhead, and lef me
squgeze you,” | used to say to my brother,

Well, so we went to. Coaidale, which
was in between Lethbridge and Taber.
And the waiting sugar beet fisids cpened
up their great weéicoming arms and we
weni in down row after row, acre after
acre, hoeing, thinning, topping, irigating,
harvesting. | knew there was a purposs to
it éil. In summer we were being roasted
alive by ths solar oven, dehydraied by
wind, and our pores clogged by dust so
that we'd be indiscernibie from the soil.
Next ploughing we'd be ground in as fer-
tilizer.

A senator who was a guest speaker in
Torento at the Japansse Canadian Cen-
tennial dinner {ast year said that there are
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two kinds of neople in the world — thess
who work and those Who don't. And the
Jazmm&se he said, have a’wa}w» basn
among those am:a w:efk tologsd oy aves
&t &”@s& %ﬁg?% W of va m@ \'% w !
névar ba among the rich who mn t ha‘m te
work, wa will always —- lsn’t that your
Word? dlways? - we wnli aivays big inthe
sugar beet fields. Feigh ho, hiaigh ho, s
off 1o work we go, trudging off to road
camps whatha? we ke [tor Rot, trudging
into the best Helds,

Sorne of ug, a8 | said, 18ft ang haven't
Botherad coming bagk,

My mother, & gem.zmaiy gent!e perscn,
had another versien of new found hard-
ship.in our wo room, unsgniced, porous
shack. To get watar, wé carried buckets to

and from a ragervoir wihich was full of fittle .

il Eegged swimming. - croatures. We
killad these by bolling and then drank
thair carcasses. The more dutragaous the

physaca | oondliions, tha mors it ssemed-

my mathér's delicacy was ?ransiatad into
dignity.

Gne . of her wars was agasnsi dlrt an{i
aayone who knows about: prairie gumbo
and praicle - dust-siorms -Knows 1he
hopétéssnass of that baitle, | would come
home from school to tind her packing rags
in the window cracks to iry {¢ keep out the
dist, ‘Dust from the coal we used, dust
from the road, dust jrom the fieids, The
wirid was constant and tha wind was dust,
 This stemxsd whan the snow fall. Bu
the wind nevsr quit and the house was &

cotion dress. lee inches thick on the in-

side of the windows, feet perpstually so
coid that pelow my calves, the nerves
stopped registering.

Wa took baths 1o get warm. This meant
several trips oul fo the réservolr. My
parents’ idea of a bath is to be boiled

alive,

catsul,’” | would veli, “hot, hot,"” as she
poured tha steaming water into the round
gaivanized iub where | gat getting redder
and reddsr. After this we'd be glad 10 cooi
off in our freezing beds, Another {rigk to
get warm was 1o eat whole cloves of garlic
that were roasted. aimost. biack.

Dad had his mind at least partly
elsewhers, that baing the nature of his job.
He pedailed his bike for hundreds of miles
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around, going fram ‘ghaok to shack,
working out in the flalds, vislting,
pragehing, praying over e giok, itan-
slaling dosuments laterceding, ins
warprating, rministering for 8il hewas warth
an# dn gensral beinging in the shesves.
Ha's eiways hed a phenomanal arount of
anergy and svan todey al geyanty-geven,
his uchaiules ars hairreising. Ong 1978

-erticle “Written by David Darter ansifled

“Nakayama, Profile- of & whirlwind,”
regords that in that summern my, {athar
travaiiad 5 Sonlinents 18 coumries,
37,015 mtlﬁ% avar a parind 01 & mon-
e — and preashed 144 dimas”’

Begk: in 1848, the whirlwind was
gathering mare than tumm@wesds and
required a church’ buamng Erom
somewhare in the &shire -of hé ‘storm
came ihe memory of one of the publle
bulidings in the- ewacua‘glen camp. The
24 % 40 structure, buiit as.a Kindergarten

in 1643 by Japsanese ‘Canadians, wae In

1948 gitting In Siocen unu@@d Spma of ihe
paopie atill in the ares, Mr Matsumoto,
magter carpenter and shipbuilder and
some 30 offter men S8 1o work disman-
tiing the buliding and loaded it onte fist-
gars, Saveral hundrad miiss and $130 tran-

sportation oosis ister, the Tamagl bove

wers loading the sections onte & {ruck I

Cosaldate. That winiar, the lumbet sat un- -

dar snow and In the spring of '4F, Mr
Mototsurie | frofy  Taber, another sh!pu
buiidaer, began the reconstrudtion.
{Qusstion: Why isa shipbullder from New

" West mfxster sfting In & sugar beat fisld in

Tapary

Whiat & characier Mr. Mototsune was."

He siownad gbout with kis hemmer and &
gong end with a lile hety from some
Japanese Canhadign frisnds rom the Bud-
#higt and -nited Churgh as wall ds the
Anglican gamps, the only public builcﬂng

that survives todsy from ihe Slocan in-

ternment camp was rsa-er@aczed in
Coaldals, Alberia.

Whan It was ready, In cama the organ
from the Mannorsites. In troopad whatever
friends my brother and | could progelytize.
Dad showed :movies -— Abbott and
Costello, Puss-in-Boots — mixed in with
plotures of parighioners jerkily walking
towards the camera. Dad was & thorough
baliever in communtcaling and he enlisted
every gadget he couid find in the

cause - a4 machine for making 78
records, a wirg recorder purchased at the.
time of the Chicago World's Fair, slide and
movie cameras and projactors, duplicating
machines — a paradise for my brothar
who was a nut for' things mechanical
“This I8 AJMA, Tha Angiican Japaness

Mission in Alperid's Fscording Depart-

ment,” he would annpance 8t the and of
every recording. The first Christmas oori-

cert heid in the church is on wire in the .

Archwas in Cttawa and Giobal TV made a
one hour documentary catled “Tides of

War™ usmx:; some of Dad’s old fiims wiich.

are alsn in the Afchives.

Lifs for us Kids was more than our
church and home Agart from schook,
there were all the other churches, What a
retigious w!#age With the desperaiion of

the damned, § cling o svery word of every®

one-night stand evangelist who bl own.
“You Know what it feols ke when you
burn your lttle finger with & taich?” 1
remember one aayiﬁg “gust think what
youy whole body wa fmal, bun ing, formar
and ever.”

| dividéd the, village irsto -thoss wiio
dancaed; {wore lipstick, want 1o movies,
had boylriends) and those whe Jidn'e. The
godly and the ungodly.  Wih all my

Hesthon heart | aspired fo the light woled -

glite, but nayer. mad@ a«; %sﬁ :ha foar
barriar, ;

Tham were: omm ways of. dwidang a,:o
the town. By 1955 according to a pamphist
written primarily by my grade 12 teacher,
Mr. DR, Baldwin, the pupils in Coaldale
representad 22 racial backgrounds, “The
tagk confronting the.teachers and the
community of weiling a group of such
varied  backgrounds into a wunited
Caﬂadlan citizenship Is not to be taken
lightly,” he wrota.

i wasn't taken lighily. Food faz?s,
pageants, parades, concerts — we were,
as our banner dec!ared “Canadians All”

intermittently, 1 ransacked our house for
things Japaness: dolls, isa sets, kimonos,
to. bring to our.schooi for community
displays. Whatever . the flavour, gartic,
sSOoya Sauce,. chili, -we could find i
somewhiere in the. multi-cultural mish
mash. Did we develop chronic mdlgestwn
as a way of life? Should our ‘bannar have
been “Confus:on All?” Last Sunday, pot
luck lunch at church included potato

he would have besn aileast confuss e
seg my {sther who was raised 2 %Msms{

BARRISTER & SOLICITOR

Suite 301, 347 Qol!ega 58 mmmm Oﬁt_ ‘
(416} 964-3200 PR

sa&ad beans, sandwic%‘@s;, osushil, ch@w
mein,; tsukemono, frisd ohicken, omanjy,
banana cake, takuwan, and gzl rolla,

when | think Dack on i, | don't khiow
whaera ths truth fies. There's ?w doubt that
Gag dafe had a lerge number of caring

eopie and that the spirlt of ecumanicism,
mmémituraissm squaiily and unily wab a
nealing foree, There also were hos2 who

were sgomidl @nd condescending, i
Was Kipling right when he dm«d@d 'that -

East ie Sast and Wast s Wit forovel s
By mg}amig’* Would he have 7
sams had he oomé ﬁ‘mﬁ* ‘Comidal

‘;Q.

in Japan, now ‘priest in ehargs  of an |

| Anghoan church whers the c{}ngmgaﬁen

is largely white. Andinot many miles away -
ha wmzﬁd nave seen.a white mar and for-
mer Methodist, the Rav, Mrn Burkey, in
charge of a congregation of Japansse
Cansdian Buddhists. Today ihe new
mitiister Tor tha Buddhist flock is the Rav,
Mrs June King.

" Who knows what statistics maan, but
today, we know that 70 percent of the
Japanese Canadians In the area who are
marrving, are doing so outside our ethiic
group. Perhaps this indicates we hate our-
sslves so much we're trying to wipa our-
selves out for kéesps. OF that we love our-
selvas so much we incite thd dominant
soc:ety into loving us as well. Perhaps
we've come 6 a.new piace aitogsiher
which is neither East nor'West, or boih
East and West. A place catied - Goa!daie?

1 do know theré was a time when i
hated this town. Lookmg at the "Gem ef
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(L te f1) Tom $hoyams, the late Goorge Tanalia; Aoger Obgia
at 820 Army Language School; Vantouver, Buier 1946

the West,” ail | colid ses weare its flaws.
Ware my eyss so cracked that | wouid
nave thrown-out the crawn jewels as wor-
thless? Once a polite friend inguired,
“What do you. think of Coatdale as a
hole?” and ‘that's the  way. heard the
guestion. To the eyes of this beholder,
Cosldale was a hole into which Men-
nonites, Hutterites, D.P.'s. (displaced pér-
sons), Japs— all* of us misfits —had
beer flung because we didn’t have decent
riames. Like Smith:

Today, | can look'at Coaldale and have
some idea why o many have stayed. The
sinners stayed becaiuse the opportunities
tor sifning dre as good here gs elsewhere.
Recently, Dad told me, a local barber mur-
dered his wife. Shades of Sweehey Todd.
Greater and lesser criminals move

6 / RIKKA

everywhere udnderfoot. Some misfits
stayed becaise somehow With o many
other misfits around requiring en-
couragement, they were too busy fo {éave.
The saint that'! sighted calls theé ptace hns
Walden.

The longer | stay, the more i learn
about the ways of saints and ¥nicoms. |
suspect they friay riot be nedriy as extinct
as was onge 3upposed Thelr mode of
traved has a2 great ded! 1o do with "their
eyes — which is deﬁmte!y riotito. say “thay
appear furfive. HIf any‘thmg, ‘they - have
disarminigly open faces. The space in
which they move syrrounds and precedes
heir light almost invisible feet. How can 1

describgé them? They smeil of health. In &

world of sriog and’ pollutson thay move as
silently and sactificially as clean air.

Sometimes the effect of their presence is
not felt for many years. A town like
Coaldaie is definitely the sort of p!ace they
might choose.

it could-be that those who came here a

-fontg time ago — as things in Canada are

reckoned — ieft a special scent which is
still detectable and, is especisily, fragrant

to saints. In 31904, when Hamy: Sugaitt -

arfived, it was a ‘. .. treéless, homsaless,
fencelsss, ditchless stretch of level prairie,
One could stand where the Coaldale of
teday is (he wrote this in 1920) and look
miles and miles in any direction and not
see anvihing but virgin prairie and herds
of cattie ... The future of Coaidale will
look better, but 1o me, the first impression
! had of the virgin prairie with itsmiles and
milas o 'waving grass will ever remain the
mos! pieasing scene of all.”

“It s @ great experienge io have been
there at the start,” Suggitt wrote, ““fo take
part in turning the first sod, to set the first
fence post, to build the first home and to

dream of what the future will bring. And

whatever the future will bring it can never
improve o the quality of {he make-up of
the original Coaldale Colany. As.oneafter
another came (here Sugditt lists 15 names,
3 of which are familiar 10° me} dhe
the foundatiorsfor - the most cangemai
sontenied, bast” natured colony of Jolks
that has ever gathered.under-one roof, and

believe me, ey all gathersd under one -

roof and that not a very ldrge ong, many
times. Church sémvice was held ir our
house in Coaldale for a number-of years
and everybcdy came to Church, We were
united in ‘evérything and the present spirit
of selidified communily interest owas Hs

existence ic the steadfast, loya! bunch ot

plonizers whno cast thelr ot together for
weal or for woe and who have gradually
built up the Coatdale of today. There will
be many changes in the future and they
will come fast. But it is going to take many
chariges before the impressions that were
made upon the metal life of Coaldale by
the first band of pionesrs, are sifaced.”

Perhaps in the end it is the moral
stance that delermines how we perceive
the world arodnd us, The person who lives
for friendship sees potential friends even
in the enemy camp. Those who practise te
deceive, live in the wickéd webs they
weave. The kids in Coaldale taught me

Acknowlaedaments to Golden West magazine.

Antowing -

v

that lying was a heinous crime. Thirty

years later they' re -still  tedching me,
sometimes acousing me of “being sén-
timental -or hygocntacai in Ay rEIMen-
bering. 1 learned that iolerance is sasy 1o
talk about but so difficult to gat to, ong
never reaily guite knows whether one has

. arrived even in the secret.o! ong's. own

fearful h art. The saint teaches me, among
other thmgs that selt-aggrandizement.is.a
serious flaw in a gem. The pioneers, “who
cast their lot together for wsal or for wog”
are teiling us something across time about
Canada and cooperation, gnd, as we
would say these days— getting it
together.

As for perceptions of past in-
justices — are we. who have beér victims

_abie more clearly to see the injustices stif}
being perpeirated in our society? Ot by at-

tending t& our own old scars, Srewe guilty

_of being blind to the open wounds how in

others’ tives? Do the victims of yesterday
move on 1o become’the unconsctous vic-
timizers of today

- Fha answers as the seng says, are
- the wind — the consiant
sauthern Aibeﬁca w:ad

From oOf ‘. i dsstance comes the
wavering hoot of the train thal- doesnt
sop herc anymore SThigrso fid mixes with
O SOhE- seluritéers from
the church who are makirig an addition to
the church hall, It is as i the by-passingof
the train dossn't maiter since another
transportation sysitem is continuously
beinig built acrosy time and spate, con-
fiecting people to sach oiher, strangers to
strangérs, Siocan to Coaidsle, Asia and
Eurcpe to Canada. in this other timeless
neiwork, none of us needs jo foar getiing
igst or being ief behind since sach is part
of the maoving landssaps. Whether we go
or stay, the places from which we come
remain with us. And we are free 1o choose
how we remember those places.

When the picnsers dubbed this piace
the “Gem of the West,” they krew that a
treasure had been ungarthed. The jewel is
on display every day and night, alt year
round for anyone who chooses to s8e. Ad-
mission to the town is stili free

-~ Joy Kogawa

jOY KOGAWA is active in the redress movemant in
Taronto, Her highty Jlauded first novel Obasan follows
two works of peetry published by McClelland &
Stewart.
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Y hase carp was ihs Hya*t Raganoy
Hotei an Imposing fortregs- lika airusilre
towaring above rowniown Phosnix My
room an the tweifth Hoor locksd south
over the desart dotied with -fist-topped
buttes that looked like bomped-owt pMount
JFujil's. Somewhare out there was tha Gita
River Rsalocatliun uentar thea con-
centratlon camp in which | spent an im-

pottant partof my ahstssnmu curing World .

war 1

A% | looked out over %E‘e desert frf:sm my
wakls appaintad hoisl foom, | ootld fes!
traces of some nagging fear and | begah
to sense why it nad taken ms naarly &0
years to ravisit the scens of my wartime in-
tarnment.

it was in Aprll of this year that | madea
the trip to Asizona ositensibly to compiste
my research for an eriicle on Japanese
Americans, Actually, | want thers in the
hope of dvarpoming & weitar's block,

The yesr belors, In the Spring of 1383, |
had traveled to New York, Chicago, Los
Angelss, San #rancisce, Seattle and
Honoluly and interviewad wetl over & hun-
dred Japansse of all ages and In a wide
variety of occupsiions. The interviews
ware open-anded and far ranging even
trough | already hed a falrly good idea of
what the story would be,

My fiest Interview was with a Japanase
multimlliionaire. After that, 1 sought out
Japanese dogtors, dentists, lawyers In
white lsw firms, oollege professors, &
teievigion anchorperson, poilticians,
bankard, top-levei buresuorats, & school
principal and a rock bandieader. My plan
was to flesh out what gocial acientists
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have bean saying ‘for ihe past two
decadss: namety. that Japansse
Emericans ars an extraordinarily suc.
cessiul sthnlo groun. Az a group {thers
mre ahout 700.000 Jepansse in the U 8,
thay  &rg prosperous, wall-gducated,

axhiblt tew social pethologles and are

rapidiy Jjoinlng the malnattaam H
Amwisan middie-clagy lite,
" in 1268, the New York Timss Magazine

published a piace by Wililam Patarsan en-

titied. "Bucosss Story: Japaness Amsrican
Siyie.' Since then, other ‘malor

publications have picked up this “model

minorty” theme, but In the courde of my

Interviews | began to notica in myself as

wall as Irn those | Interviewad amn intense
diammfm with this thems, .

it was Cheis ljima, a isatHer and
political folksinger in Maw York, who first
grifculated thia dizeomiort in a rational
Way, E%e‘a; staractypa, hesaid, has a “fip
glde.” Hard-working, he sald, ocould
become ruihiess, Resourceful and
ingonisus can becoma dlaballeal, Friendly
can bagome sneaky, Dedicetsd can
nacoms fanstiosl, What lijlma said struck
8 chord in me, fo? within my own [lfstime |
have ssen ‘he Japanase stersofype tumn
from negative io positive and there are
signe ihat It might §ip ageln as more
Amaricens viaie Japan as a threat to their
fivelihood.

| began 10 suspect that our discomfont
with dtaregiynes, aven positive ories, was
rooied In fesr. it wase In AriZona, &t the
gcene of my wertime Internment, that |
discoverad this fear in myaslf, though in a
way | had not anticipated.

F’&ari sriapbar.” Tho ﬁ{‘n. ; .
-c“rarged with-any drime, he ﬁough' -4

{ was surprised by the ease with which
found the ofd camp site located in the Gila
Biver indian Reservatioh about 30 miles
south ©f Phoenix. The barracks were
gone, ‘but the condrete foundation blocks
with twisted and rusted sfeel flanges
clinging to them were stiil there, as were
the large siabs of toncrete that ohce were
the flonrs of the mess halls, From the top
of a-butte | Had often climbed as a ehild, |
could see a catile farm and greening fields
of wheat in the-distance. None cf this had

existed when 1 first was here. ‘At that time,.
there was ‘Bothing buot desert wilderness”

&8 far s the aye ‘could see. el h;gh ifa
digration. They were reining. my désert,
efigroaching on ihat precious isolation
frvat provided a4 measure of safety forime

as a chitd. | realized then-that | had not

wanted to ledve the camp. The desert with
its primitive desclation and exireme .of
weather can be frightening &t times, bul it
was not as frightsning to me a8 the un-
cerfainties and dmbiguities of the workd
from which | frad besn sjscted. _

st’ "(h& fl st ning years of my life, Yy

Urs: afiar s:ms:j,'

was goirig to be axgouted and wrotn ajet-
ter.of farewel to-hissfamily from a ce%! in
the ‘Saniz Harbara County Jail. | .

" My father and other community ieaders
greasted- with irn were not killed, bt as
the genérsl “gvacuition” begsn on the
West Coast several months Iater, rany of
the oider Jepanese feared they were being
sent to extermination camps. These fears !
iearned of much later, but | got a hint of
ihem al the time from my mother's per-
netually furrowed brow, the sounds of her
crying at night and her hair which seemed
to turtt gray overnight.

Fear of death, ¥ it was there, was not
something | was fully conscious of. The
pain | félt and recognized at the time was

that .of being unwanted, distrusted and,

despised.. A good Jap is a dead dap,”

WaS a8, phrase we heard. One dssumed it
‘appiied fo the Japarese enemy, but-white "

< land smgargd with <hwnan

"pfmi‘e by TONO BUVATAKE

pecpie made little distincti
Japanese of Japan and th
“U.S. YA Jap IS a Jap,” they said

The-first camp we were sent to was an
“agsembly center,” which was built gt the
county fairgrounds in Tulare, California.
My tirst mermofigs are of hedt, dust and a
pervasive, sickening smeli of tarpaper with
which the barracks weére covered. There
wears two barbed-wire fences surrouriding
the camp. This was not sumply an “assem-
bly center,” it wds g prison. Soldiers with
flxed brayonets patrclled ‘the area between
ite two fences, &nd if youi had-any fuitther
doubts about®what this camp was, ihere
were guard tewers along the parimetes,

each eqmpped with 4. machme gun and.

sesrch Hght. s

Tulare was a hateful place, and’| sup-
pose anyone who spent time there wautd
find his or her own regssns for finding it
so. Mine'never had any cohsgrent patigrn.
First of all, my ‘mother got sick.and 1-bad
the teeting that she hiad deserted me. The
food tasted tindy, .maybé becasuse Hhwas
Served on métal trays: ‘duices fremr the

) aﬁa,es i
waracks- were crowded. and rigisy.- Our,
Faritly Of six was as&gnacﬁ one small com-
wa"mant that was barely-large anaugh to
nalg dur Cots. The-coupls in the next com-
pariment was always. quarreling and you

Manzanar Free Press 1943
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could hear every word they sald even
those thay whisperad. : :

. During tie day. | roaied with a band of
childrer who resembled a pack of
domestic dogs gone wiid, We iried to
miake friends with the soldiers patroiling
the camp, but-they were sullen;even a fit-
fla hostile, so we gave upon that affart. |
don't know about the other chitdren, but |
naver held it against the soldiers. instead,
I began to resent the Japanese thay were

“gudrding. :

‘One dight, at the ené ofata!ent show, a
friend and | bagan throwing pebbies into
ihe growd filing out of the grandstand
Since Yoth of us were normally weli-
behaved children, | ind it difficult to ex-
plain the terrific sense of release | got
from this wanton act except as an ex-
pression of blind hatred.

The carnp in Arizona had no fence.
None was rieaded, situated as we were in
the middie of the wildermess. | recail baing
inovdinately afraid’ of rattiesnakes. | was
afraid 1o go ot of the barracks at night-for
fear thal one would come slithering out of
the crawlspaps. it’ is oply in receni years
that { have bagun fo sealize ihat this state
of panichin which { {ived during the first
few months: in Arizona was in some way
connected with-tiging 2 Japaness; & mem-
ber of a despicable and despised race.

After ihe first yesr, lifg in camp seftied:
down as our lives receded deeper into the
imposed isolation of our desert strroun-
dings. Younger peo;.rle begaii leaving for
jobs or the cutside, for colledé and for the
Army. Those who were left ‘were mainly
children and -oider - foik whe kaittad,
scuiptured from wood;, grew moming
giories, . built rock gardens, or sat in the
shade, fanning themselvés and squinting
against the heat. Life remained preity
much fhat way until the war ended and we
were toid to leave.

‘1 recall the first words spoken 1o me

when | met a former schoolmate upon our . -

return to Guadalipe. He had been a friend
before the war, I had gone o, his house fo

play. “Hi, Morman,” -1 said. “Remember - |

ma2 'm Gene:” Norman stared for some
firrie. | waited for .a . smiié of recogminon
that never same. instead he tiled his
head back a ifttle and asked with a sniff,
“All you Japs coming back?”
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H eventualiy got over Morman's ude
weicome. | graduated high school, _spent
time in the Army, went io college gbt
married, moved to the East Coast and
began a career as a newspaper reporter.
lived in a white neighborhood, had white
friends and for long streiches of time
would forget { was Japansse. | would feel

" extremely uncomfurtab!e when snevstably i

wouid De reminded of it.

For years | thought | was unusual bug
as | interviewed: Japaness around {he.
countty, | discovered | Wwas more iypical
tiiah not of the so-called nisel genefation
wha grew up in the 1830's and 1940°s and
who were interned with their ‘immigrant
parents.

Dwight Chuman, a Los Anggiles jOL!"
naglist and third-génsration Japanese,
calied nisei “confused young men who
succeedad by selling their self-natred and
disappearing inic the mainstream men-
tality.” & is difficult to be lectured by a
member of the younger generation, but i
found myself agreging with Chuman and
with mvost of the sansei {third generation)
activists 1 interviswad. The self-hatred

.Chuman spoke of and the inexplicable

teoling ‘of shame that nisei let slip irom
time to {ime, are matters that | have iong
struggled with, | fiiought, alone.

Thres, ingidents have rewiained stuck in
my mind from my Samp pxperience. The
first — my throwing pebbles inic the
crowd -— 1 havé already mentiohed. The
secand occurred in Arizona at the weekly
movie. On this night, 2n Ameérican war film
praved which ended with the sinking of &
Japanese battleship. As American bombs
began expioding on the deck of ihe ship,
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Japanese sailors began to-panic and leap
into the sea. The children and young
aduiis in the-audience bagan to giggle
and as the battieship 'sank they broke into
cheers and applause, | chesred and .ap-

plauded, too, knowing full weil that our

parents in the ¢rowd were appatled and
deeply pamed that their chiidren were I
ning against. dapan and. perhaps aven
against them.

The third incident. mvolved a teen-aged
boy, whom ! did not know, For nc ap-
parent reason he heaved a rogk through a
mess hall window. it did nol. appear.that
ne was-aiming- at anybo_dy in -particular,
though he did hit 2 little girl. | saw bicod
girsaming down her. face as {wo .men
rushed out_of the mess hall and ¢hased
the bov acrosa a firebreak. Midwdy across
the open space, ong of e men managad
to kick the bov's foet from under nim and
sent him sprawimg 1o the ground. As the
men led the boy back to thié mesds hall, one
of. them. cuffed him on the head. i never
found out why the boy did what he did, but
i thought | knew and felt ashiamed, as if it
were | who had thrown the réck,

Japanese never talked much abeytthe .

camp experience after the war and.even
todray many are relyctant to do-so. So it is
enly within the past few. years that havs

begun ‘o, discover that | am not Aalong.in

the, struggie {0 .come 1o terms wnh our

.past. The first conciusive evidence | saw

of this was at the hearings held in 1981 by

‘the Commission on Watltime Relocation

and internment of Civillans. The dom-
mission was created by Congress to
réexaming the internment of Japanese
during World War I in the wake of
rémewed demands far reparauons Hun-
dreds of Japanese cama forth o festify
before tha commission and many fee! that
those hearings constiluted the most
significant event that has cccurred in the
Japanese communlty gince the infernment
Ksalf.

The commission concluded its work in
the summer of 1983 with a list of five
recommandations, inciuding one that calls
tor 2 $1.5 biliion fund to be used to
provide a one-time compensatory payment
of $20, 000 to each of the approx:mately
60,000 fémaining survivers of the In-
ternment. Thers is a hill currently in
Congress that would impiément the com-
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mission’s recommendat:ons but regard-
tess of ihe fate of that biit the ¢omimission
hearings had a permanem impact . on 1
Japanese commurity.

-Observers, particularly. the thlrd-
generation sansei, were astonished by the
masgive outpouting of emotion from-the
usually reticent: and undemonstrative

-nisel; who choked back tears of lat.them

flow as they told thelr individual stoties.
Many in'thé audience wept, too; as they
listened -and-it ssemed as if: a.dam had
burst-and the community.was af iong’ tast
tridy mourning its past. 1 was amazed,”

said one sansei aﬁarwards YL never Saw
nisei act that way before - .

it was not what the ws‘iress said thaz

was so vemarkable, for most of them sim-
ply deséribed the econemic and physical

hardships they endured. What was
remarkable was they spoke at all. |, foo,
spoke to the commission at a pre-hearing
biisfing seminar in June of 1981, My throat
and chest suddenly felt constricted so that
{ had the imprassion | was.coming down
with an attack-of bronchitis. If tosk all the
strength | had to gat th rough my talk and
to keep myself from breaklng down in
taars. The violenice of iy reaction was a
mystes'y to me for some time, but | have
since concluded that it was due primarily
to fear. | was speaking fo & congressional
commission, which in my mind represan-
ted the same type of officialdom that in
1942 could not see past the color of our
skin and hair gnd the shape of Our eyes
and noses and conciuded that we were
actual or potential snemiss.

The roots of the faar go back to the late
nineteenth century when Japanese first
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- started commg to this country in any num-
bers. Just as the Chiness who-had coms
- haioradhad, Janansse were sublacied lo
“intenseracial haired and vitification: Every
ftort ‘was Tade io keep thesa yellow
craces from becoming - lmbedddd in the
_sogial and aconomig fabric. They wére not
.. allowed naturalization privileges. Most
western states passed laws forbidding
Assans _irom  pwning land. Anti-
miscegenation and . cGther  racially
disciimimating laws wers, enacted. There
was pressure put.cn Coagress to stop fur-
“ther immidration from the East . In 1382,
ammigs’atmn from China was stopped and
Uin 1842 ihe ban was exiended to Japan.

With the Japanese attack on Pear) Har-
bor, racial animosity flarad-with renewed
feracity. The buck-toothed slant-eved
stereotype of a ‘treachersus, cunning,
criéi and subhuman paople became com-

. mon currency At-a time when racism was
. fct unwersaiiy gofidemned as it is today,
mémbers of Congréss -and newspaper
columnisis and editors openly -expressed
racial hatred for the Japanese. Ultimately,
‘President Roosevelt signed Exécutive Or-
der 9066, which -authorized' the govern-
mént e - rémove 110,00 Jzapanese

— 71,000 of them 8. bitizen's - from the
West Coast and-to place them in fen con-
ceniration camps focated i the interior af
the country. - :

" Bebe Toshrko Reschke; -a psychlatrac
caseworker ‘at the Hollywood Mental
Health Service in California, was a child
-during the intérnment. She- recalied that
while in camp three miitary policenien
came into thely compartment to search for
contraband.”

“{ hiad such a feeling of betng violated,”
she said. ™I still have a problem with that,
of trusting authority . . . That anyone can
have such control over you #nd it can hap-
pen 556 fasz When | read these stories
dealing * with Japan, ! still get that
emoticnal reaction. | think, *Oh my God,
the American public is turing against us
again,” This time ¥m not going. That's my
line, This time I'm going "to fight. [ve

“igined the American Civil Liberties Union.
That's my way of coping with my fears
‘about what happened.”

Minoru Yasui, a Japanese American
lawyer and retired execuiive direcior of
the Denver Communily Relations Com-
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mission, quoted a friend as saying: “You
kniow, now realizing what the &
invoWed — the degradation of th hHaman
gpirit =it It happeded again . "deget a
rifle, Tay in - plenty of supp!!es /and &fn-
manition, see that my family members are
safe eisewhers, and then I'd barricade
myself in my home, andtell therm to come
and-get me . . . I'd kill anyoné who tned fo
put me into one of those camps.'

(A full version of this anohymous guote
is found in And Justice for Al, an oral
history compiled by John Tateishi "and
published by Random House. At the time 1|
interviewed Yasui, he had just completed
fiis contnbut:on o his project)

The man Yasui quoted s a prominent
and dtstmgulshed member of the
Japanese comminity and he is not known
for inflammiatory statements. His comment
is an, indication of the anger that is only
now beginning to bubble to the surface.
The more turtunate ones, in my view, are
these who in one way or another ex‘
pressed, ‘their anger at the time. Yasm is
ong of them.

£ trim, &l gaant man with a iiveiy twinkie
ire his eyes, Yasui does not sirtke oneasa
stubborn fighied. irn'1acY, as @ younq lawyer
in Portland, Oregen, in 1942, he nad na ln-
tention of urning himseif into a test case,
“But wea couldn't find anyone else to do
i, he said. “You wers laying your career,
your life, your record on the line . it was
scary. if you were convicted, you didn™t
know whether ycu were going to come out
of prison slive.”

Daspite his feer, Yasui refused to obey
a curfew imposed on Japanese after the
outbreak of World War | and refused
voluntarily to leave his home when or-
dered to evacuate. He was arrested and
served ning motiths in the Multnomsah
County Jail In Portland. Yasui appealed
his conviction afl the way to the U.S.
Supreme Court, which upheld his con-
viction,

Yasui and others who fought for their
constitutional rights in court were the ex-
ceptions. The Japanese American Citizens
teague {JACL), which assumed leader-
ship within the Japanese community in
1642, discouraged even legal challenges
and urged cooperation with the
authorities. After an initial protest, JACL
jeaders accepied thée :position of the

acuation
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autherities that the “avacuation” of .all
Japanese from the West Coast was 2

military necessity, They cooperated with
-authorities:

ins gétting .Japanege into
camps. Orics :hey ware, there, ihe League
lobbied Washlngton successfuily to aliow
Japanese ‘to.volunteer: for the Armed For-
ces and He subjected to the draft. At one
point, Mike- Masaoka; -a JACL leader,
urged: the formation of .an gli-Japaness
“suicide battalion.” Masaoka, today says
he does not recall using the words
“SUlCIde battalion,” and goes on 1o say
that even i he had he did not have in mind

:any!hsng ke the kamikaze units, formed

tater in.the war by the Japanese eniaimy.

Passions were whipped raw. during the
first months of intemment. In some camps
JACL leaders were attacked and bealen.
But, on the whole, the JACL position was
supported. About 75 percent of japanese
American males responded ‘'yes” to the
ioyally guestionnaire that made them sub-
ject io the 'draft. Ultimately, more than
33,000 . Japanese Amencans mriudmg
women, volunieered or were dra?t&d iritc
the Afmed Forces. in the Pacific, they ser-
ved as interpreters and transiators, and in
Europe. the a!l—.sapanese 1004h Battalion
dgnd the 442nd FRegimental Combat Team
were two: of the most decoraed and
bleodied units of the war

Thus, the Japaness in the Unlted Staies
paid with 'bloed the price of acceptance as
Americans, But there are many of us who
feel that we are continuing ic pay a price.
. Amy lwesaki Mass, a nisei clinical
social worker and leciurer at Whitiier
College.in Whittier, California; has worked
with many nisei as a therapist and ¢on-
cludes that the intermment experiencs
continues . o be. “a real attack on our
sense of well being and our self esteem.”

The reaction of many nisel, she said,
was mich like that of some hostages who
start to identify with their captors. “iden-
tification with the aggressor makes us feel
safer and stronger,” she said.

Shie observed, as oilhers have, that
many nissi have shed ildir ethrlc ldentaty
and have merged into the white main-
stream. “What 1s sacrificed is the in-
dividual's own seif-acceptancde,” she sald.
“It places an exaggerated ermphasis on
surface qualities like a pleasant, non-
offerisive manner, neat groomihg and ap-

pearance, nice homas, mce cars and . weil-
behaved children . .

riany nisel have passed on ?heir
sacurity 1o their sansai children. *V
on our children our need 1o excel and be
accepted . . . Ahd because we &re un-
cofnfbr'tabie with ‘our own feslings, we
dom't allow our children to express their
feetings either. "It s not “typical for a
Japanese family {0 discuss causes of con-
Hict. They dvoidrit” o -

Some sansei however have managad
to break out of the nisel miotd. Warren
Furutani is one of them, He recoi ifs at the
“quiet American’’ image-of the Japanage.
“Quiet,” he saad “we found out that's a
way of surviving, and is fikely to succead,
Bion't rock the boat. Don’t gomplam

Furutani,. stalf coofdmatm for student
community proiects at UCLA'S Asaan
American Studies Depaftmmi grew up in
Gardena, a commum&y in Los Angeles
County with. a largs concen?ration of
Japanese. He saad he did’ ali the right
things in. highit school, i sm:iad aiot, i
was quist and was averybodsfs frlend i
but he finally con‘c!udad “tha “quist
Ameﬂcan wasn't me.”

There wes, a8 ;:eraod during his student
activist days, Ho. sald; when he was-mugh
infliienced by Mariin Luther King, Jr.,
Majcolm X, Stoksly Cafmlchaei and H
Rap Brown. “These were somé of the
people | was !eamlng from, but then |
found out 1 couldn’t be b!ack eithef
because they weren't mie moedeis for me.’

Like many samsel activists, Furutani’s
uitimate selution for himself was 0 work
ini the Japanese community. ln the 1960°s

japarese restaurant/ tavern

RESERVATIONS 366-2164
seven days a week

450 Dundas St. W. / Teronto

REKKA 713




: and the eaﬂy 19?9 8 he fiofed, thare ware
L (i §: 197 Japdnese.
(0 gare of our

Worid War it Wes .. an econdmic
catastrophe fo: tne ssset, as the flrst

most <_>f them never recovered from |
wdr also: broke the- domilnance 'the |sse|
had the=dapanese commumty and 4n
thelr famities: Many:isgel,. |
ware separated from the' amlizies dur:rg
: JWith 13 cbmimunal

‘he naependenca it gave
er undermined p-arental

econom:c Jmpotence tended io make issel
someth!ng akih 16 disdfaced pérsons.
Somie of the less’ fortunate-—agmg
bachaiors and childiess “Widows and
widowers — wsre 16 to fend for them-
selves, Unabile through pride’ or ngnorance
4 ek heip fmm Whi‘tQ socsai agenctes,

Japaﬁesfe
rebul** a s@nse of comm}n:iy Among tha

bo.n r ‘ihe ‘59403 )

. -Qneof thatry is: Steve Nakajo ] famahar
s se,,swee%s gqf SER Eran-ciscp-'s
ls genercus gn‘th decked out

gtraafs w:th a awagger rammsSﬂent of ]
sumo wrastlel, :

The son of nisel Episcopalian minister
and a Japaﬂ—bam mother, g spent most
of his ‘life/im: Japantowh, Durmg his
student - days ai Szn- Franciseo' $State
University i the 1960°s, Nakajo according
to His own description, was & .beardad,
long-haired ~ oudimouthad: arrﬁ rebellious
studens and an inidifferant scholar, While
he was™in tung with he sooial protest
swirling about him, he never got directiy

. invoived. 'l thought we had to have our

own issues,” he said. ‘

He found his issugs in Japantown, “In
those days | knew, issel who were out
there i the strests, sleeping in doGriways,
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urnating on themselves. Soma ot them
were in ‘a bad way. | couid net stand the
idea that wé Japanese would shun our
own peoplé.. . The only reasgn why
wa're’ herg ig becausa of tha rdciem and
Hard tinfel they paid for. | wanted 1o thank
that generanon whlle thigy were st:il here
by sarvicing them™

Kimoahi (feeimg) fme., the arganization
Neakaio founded went through several
stages. Onie of thé first projedts was a
movie @sgort service. Sansel, wearing
yel!ow with- Blrackstrim happl coats,
walked or drove lssel to” and from
Japarese movie theaters, This proved to

‘be & popular service becatse of the-ola”

peopia’s fear of stredl corime. Later,
¥imoaht Lourige wes openéd Wwhera issél
couid wngmgate 'fmd fe :dmg materiats

:selhng ‘social services A ﬁu‘mtmn
program  was startad: s ‘part-of the
tegarally fundad Eating Together Program.
Ktmo_ch; 'S crowning achievament, sc far,
18 4 $1.3 miliion, 20-ted healily faciilty for
elderly Japaness, it was buillf gntiraty with
piivate -Cofittibutions, mostly. individuat,
bul:with. some corpsrate and foundation
grants. -

Thers ara. these who say that the in-
tofpment bensiitad (the Japansse by
digpersing them throughout the gountry
arid  making them more accapiable 1o
dthar Americans. Such persons [gnove the
demage done to the Japanese sense of
family. and to generational ties that sansai
like Nakalo snd Furutani are trying to
rastore.

Personally Hluminating to me were the
commenis of Gfant Ujifusa, a Harvard-
educated aditorior The Free Press. Now &
reisidant of New York, he refains his sense
of tagial identity. - “Bemg Japanese,” he
said, “means as much to me as my
mother,; my father, my grandmother and
my grandfather i got my deepesi con-
victions_about ifs frerm them. 1t doesn't

mean anythmg specific; it ,means
everything . because that’s’ what 1 A’
The U;afus.a faml!y had the good forturie”
of having settled in Worland Wyomlng.
and, a5 Uglfusa put it, was* spared the ex-
pulsion.” Ujifusa was bom in 1942, so he
wouid have been too young to have per-

sonal memories even if he and his’ ‘tamily

tad been interned. But even so, he saud

he had an image ef the-“hypothetlca! )

trauma’

it would have scarred me & he said; “1 .

would have Bk ignced it later, when 1
was four, W swds fen, it wouid have
been part of .my irze, it would have flowed
in my veins a8 it has for many Japanese
Americans . N you ‘Gut sy fami!y off at
tha knees, you ciit me off at the kngeés. My
sense of manhood .comes fom ny father
and grandfather 33 you smasculate %hem
yOu emascu!ate me.”

I am one of those whosp trauma was’
real and in recdnt yeam 1 have struggied

with the'thought of my father's humiliation

and downiall. After coming 1o this country

in 1903 a1t the =ge. of 1%, he had,
estab!zshecé nimsdif-as & successhul farmer
in-Guadaione. A Hamboyant man, he drove”
a big Buick, wore taillored suits, smoked
cigars and sent two sons o’ Stanford

Universlty With . hss arrest by’ el 'agznms- )
and fhe sntemment of hig fama?y, he lost™.
everythmg he had . worked. 'im' &ﬁd,

achieved it 40 years.

Wher he rotiirnad to Guada!upe after_-'j

the war, ‘he- and my mother, wenf 16 work'
- as field labofsis, Contrary io.the' Japansse'

stemotype my fathiér was & man who
froely vented his feslings. A devotee of the
kabuki theafer,. he . would be moved o
tears by tales of ‘death, sacrifice. and
downfall: Yet hg never complained about

his own economlc ruin and loss of stalus. |
He carried on as if none of that really mat-

terod. It is _only in recent years, long after
nhis desath, that | have grown 1o appreciate
his courage and to understand that if the
authorities indeed wanted to emasciiate
him, they did hot succesd. When §iruly ac-
cept that, perhaps my long mght of fear
will finglly come 16 an end.
— Gene Oighi

GENE QISHI is managing editor of Activn Lire, a
publication of the Maryland State Teachers
Assocciation.

A shortenéd version of this articie first appeared in
the New York Times Magazine.

TOVQ MIY:&TAKE
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Waich tower, Manzanar

]

RIKKA /15




inmates of Leupp, Arizona Internment Campnp, 1943
(L io R, iop row) Yarigi Kitadani; Koichi Tsuji; Kiyoshi Nakamura s (Front, L to- R) Wataru Makihara; Harry Y. UemU
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TME Magezing of Maich 24, 1980
publlahied an erticie absut Amarican
Captivity In World War !I by Naislle
Crouter which was mogt interesting to me,
War always occeslons cruslity toward cap-
tives by captoras, &3 well as hatred for each
othar. tn her heart-warming story, Croutsr
telle of 2n ansmy soldler trying to comiort
g captive; under difflcult clrocumstances.
Most psople don't want to hate or hurt
ather hurman balngs when suddenly drawn
Into confilot by forces beysnd thelr con-
{rol. We are gil just fellow apace {ravelsrs
t7yving to snjoy.a short span of ilfe, difficult
ag it may be,

Most Americans wese frustraied by
iran's viclation of human righie. it !s sasy
for Americang to forget what thay had
done to Jepansse Amerloans during World
Wwar 1.

Thiz la the Encredibie gtory of what hap-
pengd {o e 88 a captive of ths United
States government, | was born in Hawali In
1807, the sacond sén of 4 Japenaess im-
migrant In Hawall. During ‘World War i,
nearly 43 years ago, | was inoaroeratad {or
more than 4 year withoul dus proossy by
the U.8. govaernment. The imuth musi -bs
toid to the Amaricen pe6ois 2o el no ofis
may ever agein expsrisncs what | weni
through during thoss years.

On Decembar .8, 1842 at Manzaner,
califomta W.R.A. camp, the U8, Army
apsngd fire without warning on a arowd of
310 4 thousand paople, hitting 10 victims,
two of whom, teenage bpy@, died. Abéut
8:00 p.m. the Mlilltary Polices Commandsr,
Captain Mariyn L. Hall, was in aontersnoe
with Chis! of Foilles Glky and Camp
Director Marritt about 140 vards away from
the milltary guards poshilenad I front of
the jall. The nlght was ool with winde
biowing whan tesr oss cennisters ware
huried into the orowd. Bmoie covered he
aras quickiv. Some of the nevour soldiare
shot before the smoke clsared, Altogather
gix shote wera fired nesr the police
station. | could Kear maghine guns being
fired in {he background. Whan the smoke
ciearad | saw one man lying face down &p-
proximately fifteen feet away from ma. |
jumpad out of the jall window and heiped

carry him inglde tc the police statlon table
but he was dead. Tha buliat panetrated his
pack st close range, Ning other pecple
were shot and wounded, one ¢f whom, &

teenage boy, died days later. All of those

ghot had baen hit by bulista from behind
while trying to sscape the choking tear
gas. Whan we carried the |lfelsas tegnage
boy Inslde the police station, Gaorge Mat-
eumure was sitting on the bench, Tha
minute he saw ths bloddy body he became
hystericai in rage, he pounded the table
and yslled repeatedly, ‘[ made & terrible
mistake, | was wrong. | can't balleve this
could heppen in hare. | dant belleve
democrasy In this colntry anymore.”” Ha
was one of the very influential members of
the Japanese American Citlzeris League
and very eclive In camp politics, Many
peopls feared that he was an FBI Inlormer,

A tsw minutes aiter the shots were
fired, Captain Wall ran back to the poiice
station, He calied the sargeant n charge,
whe hed, minutea bsfore the gun fired,
yelled to the soldiers, “Remsmber Pearl

Harbor,” Captaln Hall asked him who fired

the shote. The sergeani aniwsred that he
firad two shols and pa}nzad {o two young
goidiers naesr tha stailon, stating,
‘Wa fired 3 shots, and one gifer ﬂmd ene
shat”

On March 3, 1842 Sanator A. B, Chan-

dier conducted an ngulry about the in-
cldent, Captain Mall snd W.ALA. Camp
Dfractor Merritt both were present at the
inqulry. Senator Chandiar auestioned

" Caotain Mell, “You used {ear gas on the

mob but they kept advancing 8o you had
to shoot?” Capteln Maryn L, Hali, Gom-
mandeér of the M.P., enswerad, ''Yes sir.

Mr. Marrift addsd %ﬁat the strong winds
blew the gas gway. They both knew that
nene of the Injursd had been shot in front
but In the back., What a shame thet the
W.R.A. and the Army both consplred te
gover up their horrible deed. it 12 one of

-the darkest momenis In Amarican history,

The army proclaimed martial lsw and
seven of ua ware taken to Sishop jail, 28
milas north of Manzanar camp &t midnight
on Deceimber 8, On Decamber Bth at 11:00
p.m. wé were iransférred o Lone Pine Jall,
11 mlias south of the camp by gn escon ef
miiltary pofice. Lone Pine Jall measured
about 28' x 24" with & 12' semen? wall and
& heavy stee! pletad door. There wae one
small window high on one wall. When we
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arnved_ there were mne others already in

afic 'wa had nét aaten fer» Barly 24 hours
The wight. was véty cold with ofily one
blanket f6r gach parso 'My impregsion of
the jail was that it was 1ust fike the but-
cher's jcetox in the meat market: Fhe jalk
had miy fodr bunkbeds withh 18 of. us
packed in like animals:. ER

On December 8, 1942 Mearﬂt“ raloased
a sta@mem ofi tha #fanzanar incident 10
the Los Angeles’ papdrs, The stalament -
mateﬁ that’ the “Fiots caused by distoyal
Pro-Ais:” Japs ceiebrated the. anniversany
of Peart Harbor Day His irtesponsibls
- statemant was anatfempl 10 kfmp ihe twm
fram me Amencan peopie ’

With mie was Joseph . Kmmara an
Amarican citizen 'and veteran of the Fest
- Workd War, ona bf the first to voluntest for
the Afmy and sont Gverseas {o France. Fis
actioh should have18f no doubit abowt his
luyaﬁy Berriit iried to de graﬁs nim by
guesiioning his lovalty. The W.A.A vasd
afy mWans (0 0over up their foul deed and
tried do. shift the blameron he ginless. in.
T mooent pecplein WA pra anamy:
glorent fias no oo Tor public sympathy,
ar idoa used by the WA to gain public
sgntiment - and’ decelvés the “American
puplic in order 4o ustity thielr mistaks: s
side the camps the admipistration acied
ke fyrants and used a-number B stood
pigéons i spy o the people who didn™
dgres with the way that thea ﬁ;schaﬁ'g@ﬁ
their orders, -

T ARer s horritle iici dent 70 peopia
dpd thelr families werg ramcsved o the
gamp and transporied o ihe Wioigve
E‘:esert Army pase for o rotactive cw"’“aﬁgf

gl ‘of whom werg saﬁ% loval Amgricans
by fhe W.R.A, Many in camg callsd them
stool pigsons, informing aﬁ thair DT
people 1o the FBI and Wi

The. FBIU from Los Aﬁgé‘%eﬁs e
frequent vislis into the camp. Any in-
dividual who' wag agsinst the sé-
mifiistration’s oclicy o¢ disagresd with
their methods always: lived in iear sven ins
side the harbwired fences. Théte wale a
auriber of informets working for the Fi)
prier to the war who continued thairwork
inside the camp. The W.R.A., FBI and
steol pigeons together were responsmle
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w anid other foods were gedmc shart ffem
the month of July, Sugsar mﬁ;:ewaliywas:

N

for separating husbands and fathers from

. their families — a crizel and inhumane way

to treat innocent people.Time and place
. may be different but human feelings afé
always the same everywhere.

The real truth about the Manzanar m~
cident began when we thought that the
only way to face the W.R.A. tyranis who

‘abused- their-authority-by--skimming. food

fromy oUr:tables, was to organize a Mess
‘Hall Unlony As & union we couid fight
« bagk. Most of the people working in the
méEss halls. earneﬂ $16. a.month for a 40
- hour week. However, nore of us com-
‘plained about the cheap wages becauge
- they were willing fo sacrifice in this way to
shiow theﬂ' yaiiy

The federal governiant nxed rataonsA

on staple foods for all the people of the
Urited States. Camp was no exception.
Wihen W.RA: officials, however, starfed fo
-skim the most ssseéntial fobds from our
tables, we couldr’t ignote the situation.
&4y yesr-long ordeal staried when | began
mveﬁsgatmg the sitbiation. sany rumors
ware cirsulating around ;camp tHat some
High oificisls ware taidng huge ampunts of
wagario sell on the Black market ou,tssde
ceamp. dMaln siaples such as: meat; sugar
e

ngtzwamy shori in Mb tdntial ar{}o_unts_
Paople compiained  foudly, We in-
wrttgated and . 1esuoned the ad-
ministration. They admitted, Dctober
gione, 5100 pounds of: sﬁgar W fe missing
fromCour fables. The W & ;:xmmssed in
Movemnber: mgt thay w ouid maks up the
shortage.  They asver kept thoir word.
Some wm?;‘s and gockiey for the shﬁéreﬁ

instead of being sent io the mess halis,
were sold an the canteen The Mess Ha%!

managers quest i

this mistaks, He was asksd tb ‘tesign his |

posifion. . .. e

My job in- carnp was coek I woulcﬁ get
up around 5:00 am. 10 prepare | Braakiast
for. 150-or mére. peoplé. On December 5,

1042, 2£-0:00 po § Was arpused by foud
banging on the door. When 1.opénsd the.

doof, séveral jeeps ‘Tull of police were

there. Assistant Chiet of Police William.

asked me !e get. d essed and go wsm tham

Police Gilky . ::rame."zé and c:uastmnm me

BN My movament betwesn 5:00 .. that
night. He questicned me about 10 minutes
and wani . .gut, The Assistadt Chief of

Police came in and ssked the s&mis kmsjs

of auestions. T asked him. wiat is all this .

mtermgatler about, "1 have 1o get Up aarly
5o if you're. finished, | would fike 16 ‘go
back to bed ? He. said,.s:*”‘omgm S

'attaekers o
i m ccvup& of

him .as oneg _o! ;_h stqql; pigeons io{ the. ?8.!
and W.RA. prior fo internmeant and insidé
the camp. He created many enemies
because of his activities in the past and
present, He was very close {o Ned Gamp-
b, and a very powerful infiuence on the
administration’s policiés.

Morton Grodzing wrote about the Man-

- zarar ingident, “G_u.iity ot et they sbould

not be punished for beéating Tayama.
Tayama was a public nuisance and his
assailanis were o be praised, not
punished. i was hard to find a single per-
son at Manzanar who €xpréssed sympathy
for Tayama. Even'the highly Americanized
and cooperative Nisel were of thé opinion
that' Tayama deserved ths beating.”

The Manzahar concentration camp had
4 different difectors in less than 6 months.
Ned Campbell was theré from ite opening.
He was the real power in the ad-
ministration of the camp and was Agting

£ .
red Tayama. and -

-'rh_aﬂ ' (s'f;zhe JACL i -

Dafector unti] the. Manzanar mcadem led to

his gismissal :

Assxstan! Ch;ef o ,PoEaCe Wit fiam and i
{iite about rny famshf ans{i camp fer

y came ln m the raa"n and put
cuffs on me. Together we went 0ut 10
tmg r balonging g, Ned Campbel

y the driver” $ seat. T?’lﬁ Cmef o!

wword '-E \\'easm:‘ takeﬁ out&siﬁe ih& campw

headed. north On the way | v rned o Gilley

take me but plaase 1et s famt!y
know where Pm going 1o.be” Mad, Caro:
b:«*il turned and ,answerecs *:ﬁstead oi Gﬂky,

time-” i replted “You- ‘ put 2] away
fiaw but some day you are go.mg ta pay for
what you have done 1o the

by ending up na bsggaf“;'ai! H He was

enrdged. :
tater | awoke thh ’me chigreh | belts

:rmgmg it was Sunday mor

ot yoi ik 3
surprised to see Gilky waﬁmg for- me He
said we were going hack to camp, He was
glome and did not. hanqcuff me. He opened
fhie door to let we sit beside him. | was
puzzied about the chahge from last nlght
We ‘wore met in carp by Mitltary Police
Qaptaln Hall and wewly dppointed” WA,
Director Raiph Merritt. Gilky introd: ed
me to both of them. Dlrector Merritt said 1o
me, “Right Aow we are negotiating your
re!easa with the commiittee elected by ifie

people in the  camp. thle we aré.

negotiating, you will wait in the carip ;ael

When | went inside the 3asl | learned for
the first Hme why the adm:mstratzon s at-
titude had changed so. drastically in my
favor. Several inmates described to me
that last night more than 3 or 4 thousand
people rushed, over to the police station
and demanded that | be brought back to
camp immediately.
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i not;ced Campbeli 'was no longer in-
welved, He was 50 faet away at the side of
tha buiiding | ‘anil walghing when i was
bmﬁghi BasE fwm e previous iail

On Jaﬁuary g, 1943 aﬁar g
month in isolation from oy tamily and out-
side world, 16 of us viere handed a pisce
of. paper signed by W.R.A. Director Dilion

S. Myer stating, “You are doing to be

ramoved o ancther center and givén 3
speedy heamg < &% 8:00 am. 8l 16 6f us
ware taken by bus to the train depot. Ap-
proximately. 38 M.Pis, guardgd Us on e
viay 1o our dest naticn. Two days latef we
arrived &b Moab, Uign and taken ‘by fruck
45 the neW camp; ! located 28 wiles from
toab, The oid Samp was In fhe middlé of
the desert. We wers gontined in ofie
puilding arid they posted a sentry at the
doctway afound ihe ciock. Spsoctai-guards
mafched us 1o the mess halls for meals
#nd stood watch over us évery minute. No
mazll was allowsd aithaf to or from famifies.
We were in camptate isolation from the
{mtsida worid. The only visitors to the

camp wers the EBi and Naval inteliigence
officers who qusstionad ma, A month Had

gom by when ciyllian officors and internat

sasurity officers cama in Letters to
taritiies were - sltowed; but alb mall was
wansurad.: Many afmy iet&srs toy iy farily
shdéd - up i the library of LLC.LA. and
U.C. Borkasley or FBI flies, T wasio learn a7
yaars: later.

Tha prom!sed haaring- from Birector
Dilfon Myer was just a ployto shut us out
and keep the truth from the Amsrlcan
pespie

.| had quarreled with Director of the
Moab pifson Hest ragardmg the cersure
of Tatters 4nd Myers’ broken promise féra
hearirg. in garly March, In the heat of an
argumert Best said 1o me, “This place’ is
vast open country with nothing but
sagabrush N anythlng happenasd 1o
anyofie in here nio ong would find the bedy
in a miflian years.” Soon after nis remarks
a Lisutenant with two soidiers appeared
near riy building and used it for target
practice. ‘“That was the fast straw for me, |
decided 16 glve up my Americdn citizern-
ship. 1f'1 gave up my “citizenship . and
became ahalien | would be protected by
International Law. On March 10, 1043,
put in a request to renounce my citizen-
ship to the State Department through
W.R.A. The reduest was denied. Nine
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other paopls also slected to remounce.
More peopie from different places wore
being bmughi to Moab prison. Four
buildings  werg Hiow’ sccupaesd anid -rofe
civilian ssourity officers-were hired. Newly
arrived Head - Security Oificer F. 8.
Bredarick immediately put out many
restrictions and rules to show his
authority. People it hem did not par-
ticutarly care for his aﬁtstude towards the
irrnates. No one cailed Hin by name. We
ali called him “Sea Me! bevaugg svery
tiie we faced Him he would sdy, “come
and sgg me.”

garly in the mommg ef Apﬂi 14
Fredstick 8ent one of his men fo tell us of
the new restrictions on- visiting other
buildings. First you-must:go to hig offics
and get pérmission. i permigsion is gran-
ted you must be accompanied by- a
secirity man and spesk only in English.
{Most of the inmates were Kibel, many of
whoem found it difficuit to communicate in
Eriglish.) ‘Any peracen. breaking this rule
would be sentgneed to 3.:months in jall if
atiyone disagregd with him we were to
pack gur things and go 1o his office, At
--:GG am, 22 ;}aap g mtcassa and

mates WEre i%‘aara He. taid
quarters ‘and wait for his orders. Lotk in,
the sftethodn e gingled out 7 whom e
loaded inic an Army truck headed for
Moab County jail. Sheriff J. B. Skewer of
Grand County was in charge. We were put

info one toom with no chence to clean -

ourseives. On April 27, at 7:00 am, Sheriff
Skawar foid us o pack our things and
come out of the cells. Outside the jall

there were Army Jéeps, tiucks and 8

pusload of pecmie Must be moving day 10
a new giace. Thers was ong Hat pad truck
with & newly bullt 5 x -6’ box on the béd.

They calied five names and told us 10 get

inside the pox. A heavy padiock was
tastened on the door. There was ane gmall
hole in pask for, asr fo come ih.

B’ was =z Eonu way io Leupp, Afi-

207id = 11 hours of -driving: Utah, ‘New-

Mexkise and. Arizona roads wers prelty
dusty . with many poinoies., The box was
HErTOW, hot and muggy: pust from xhe air
hole ‘was .go . thick it was ditficult to
broaths, We took.out our handkercmefs
and covered our mouths and noses Ir or-
der to breathe. We all took off our ghiris 0

0 GO batm to ‘

Marizanar, 1948

get some relisﬁ ?rom ihe muggy hsai Thsl
trucl stopped for- lunch. bul none of us’

could eat anyiling. | asked the Leuienant

If two of the prisonars could be moved and,
allowed to ride with the othars sints they

ware i, He hiad orders from Frederick and
could not do so.. The 1i-hourlong drive
never seamad to end, in 36 years of my-life
this was* the “firststime 1 had -ever gk-
petignced such & painfui agemzing and
helpless fealing. :

Al fast tha true stopped The heavy

:-i' 3

padlock wag opaned_ 1t was beginhing to°
d w8 o 1hé maess.

get dark, They escol
hall to sat suppsr but all of us-Weie 80 slek
and tired, grogay with our heads gpinning
and sick to our stomachs that we couidn’t
even think absout feod.

| never dreamed any civilized man
could weat another human so seversly. |
folt. sorry for the man, his hatred turhad
him se crusl, uncivilized and savage.
wouldn' transport any animal inthis man-
ner even if | knew they were going fo be
slaughtersd.

f they wers the Nazi Gestapo we could
expect nothing less, Bt from a civilized,
eduicated man in a democratic dation
which guarantees human rights it is un«
foroiveazble.

gfiato by TOYO MIVATAKE

" Malt an hour latsr the securily guard
Qicked 4 of us 10 go back into the box
This tima we went 30 miles away to Win-
siow own jail. There ware only two bunks
foF § of us. The Stierlf handed one blanket
to sash of us. Winsiow is gt quite a high
Aititude and nights weare very cold. We
spent 4 days there. Every meal thal was
sarved was covered with sait, hot chili or
ketchup. Unless we washed the food we
wolldn't know what we were eating. Two
young- men wanted (o go of & hunger
st¥ike but | disagreed. | toid them that we
ars not going fo die like doge In here. Wa
are going to survive. We are not going fo
give them the satisfaction of thelr wish,

©On May 5th we were taken back o
Leupp jail. While | sat in the ceil { had
deep thoughts of my past 8 months and
the whole situation. Hare | am sitting in-
side the 7ih jal, not a single charge

{ . againgt mes, or any irial  whatsoever.

W.R.A. Diractor Myers' sagnsd promise of
& hearing was nothing but a piecs of scrap
paper to fdol me: ' '

Prior to the war | had never been in
trouble with the law. Here | am In jail after
jail. 1§ | continue fo struggle for my rights,
they could gasily eliminate me, | have &
wife and 3 children: My r&spcnsibility is
heavy. While in jail they cut off all com-
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mumcauon with_my: famlly That hurt me
18 '.famsly
! en v knew h

ders to the world.

ity thie mess halls frany hundred women -

are ‘working: -1 saw fian rem-waiting
moriths for thelr husbands. Thousands of
miles awdy every mindfe .is too long for
them —4¢ walt §
them. The mentatago
Orily the “womegh and
experiented. such & 5
what the feeimg was,

-is indescribabie.
ildren who have
‘rage-dy‘ caﬂ el

The rught of Dacember 6 was cold w;th‘

winter wands blowing fiard. A crowd of 3

pecple patiently waited
more than 3 hoirs for Director Merritt to
appear 1o say a tewi.words. instead, tear
gas,bombs-exploding; fifle and machine

phoro taken secretly by ah mtemee )

;AP C AM PS

OH THE jAP CAMP!” exclaimed the
manager of Pielffer's Liquor Store in
Granada, Colorado, when we asked direc-
tions to what had been Camp Amache.
Last fall Anna Maria Drmnon_a_nd { learhed
to éxpect this stale misidentification from
local residents as we drove {0 seven camp
sités scatiered across the country, from
the Mississippi Delta to the Owens Valley
in the Sierias, Even a member of the tribal
council at Gita River, Arizona — two of the
camps -+ were on Indian reser-
vations — suspiciously ‘questioned us
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sufferrng w1th

W“re Aot'gong tor e:mose thetf-blz_tﬁ-- :
: Iake iy parents: dld many-years ago. .
Afl those who've un]usﬂy Hurt ¥s, ac-

“{réir foved one 10 101n-—

. Tu!e Lake, 1945 «courtesy Wayne M. Colling

gunfire, ieaving dead teenage boys, kiiled
{rving to run away from tear gas, Who are

those that committed slch unfor ve&bie'

-deeds? They gre sons-of immigra
aiso sought tofind:a home e Ander

cused and :mpnsoned us, hurt themselives.
They destroyed the very oamdanon upon

which this nation was founded. If we con-

titiue {6 allow ali. these incidents to o by
urrgha enged we with sooner or later an-
SWET |

- Tims neals many unpleasgnt mietnorias,
1 have: no apfmogity or bittemess to the
couritry orihé pecplewho ware involved. |
arh weiting this 80 'we spay never forget

what happened. If wa forg@t it cou!d hap- .

pen again.
. mHarry Y. Ueno
HAS&RV UENG resides iff San Jose, Cahfornla :

abput why we werg abplving for per-
mission to visit “the Jap camp.”.
Well, why were we amping rhrough
cactus and sand looking for the ghost
towns that in {he 18408 confined 118,803
men, womgn, and children, twodhirds of
them Americah born? it was sursly not
begause we hoped 10 find in place those
Happy faces - we'd sgen in fhe War
R_e_lo_catn_on Authority (WRA) photographs;
families in “apariment’” cubigles showing
off their scrap-lumber furniture, orimary-
school! childien pledging allegiance, Boy

Pothar Our cradibiiity a5 a leader |
“of ihe free world is efoding now. o

Scouts of America marching on Memorial
Day,. drum - majorettas prancing on Flag
Day, couples jitterbugging at USO darices,
Gold Star mothers receiving medals, and
the mandamry shats 9% Kids playing mar:
bles and smii mg Fight up into the camera.

The qurck of raal. sa.ffﬂrmg behind these
WRA promotionai stilis has o since
disappeéarad, along with the Bt s 80
have the ammed MPs.in.:
towers and the square rmies of barracks
fingd up like tar-papered soldiars. Today
Herefords graze around their fouridations;

the sentry Kouse sthi'stands & Manzanar,

California; a few strucfures remain at

Poston, Arizone; camp. chimnreys stifh

thrugt into the sky above what are now
rice:’ fields 8 Jerowe, Arkansas; and at
three sites camaterias corntain thoss who
naver “refocates” again, -though at
Granada a grave was recently sxhumed so
the family could take the remains {o
Chicago. And:- &t Gita River we
photographed - a strand of barbed wire,

coiled and rusting away in the ségebrush.:.

Onir ‘basic finds &t the sites wete .oC-
casions for mgditation on thoee who were

there and what became ‘of them. At two of-
{he pamps e viclims themgelves explaln -

whai bi’ought tham there. "A handsome
plagiie 'in- Delta, Utah, Identifies nearby
Topaz as “a conceéntration camp’- that
confingd ‘‘victims of wartime hysteria,
racial ammes:ty, and sconomic -op~
portunism on the West Coast.” California
Regisiered Historical Landmark No, B30 is
more: difset &nd ‘less geographically
Himited: ManZzadar was “the first of fen
such conceniration camps. ... May the

injustices and humiliation suffered here a8

& resull- of hysteria; racism and sconemic
gxploitation never. aferge again.’”

h the intense siruggle over the wor-
ding of this frarker, the Manzanar Coui-

mitiée ran into surprisingly - litle op- .

pogition from the State Parks and
Reécreation Department fo the terf con-

centrafion camps, compromised on-

economic exploitation in tiew of gresed, but
had to fight right dowi 10 the wire
retain racism. Our bureaucratic surrogates
still would 1iké 16 keep. us from sgeing 50
directly what the caimps memuorialized, and
that was by no means limitad to any one
région.

True, Native Sons and Daughters of the

Golden West and athe{r_ reglonai whnte-

beileved “a Jap isa dap“ 'and threw the
weight of the"Westerh Defense Command
behrind their belef. Governot Gulbert L.
Olson and Attorney General Earl Warren

of California agreed.thiat.it wag impessible. -
to determine which ones could be: trusted
Sid the governor to & group of Japanese«
Amsrican -editors in February 1942’ “¥You
know, when | look out at a" group- of
Americans of Gefman or ttalian desoent, |
can tell whether they are loyai ornot. | can
tell how they fhink . . . but it is impossible

 for me to do this wcth ‘tha mscrutabie

Crientals, and part:cu!arly the Japanese.”
This view was tully shared in

. Washington, D.C., as & number ‘of enfries

that month in the d|ary of Hanry L. Btimson
made clear. On February 10 the setretary
of war discussed the matter with his
assistant John J. MeCloy and’ then recor-
ded: “The second generation Japarese
lie., Japanesa Americans] ¢an only be
evacuated either as part ot a total
eyacuation, giving access to the areas
only by permits, or by h‘ank!y irying to put
them out on the ground that their racial
characieristice are such that-we cannot
undérstand.- or trust. even. the .cltizen
Japaness, This latter is tha fact but § am
afraid that & wili-make a tremandous hcle
in our constitutional system to apply it

On February 11 Stimsodn (60K up “the west
const matier’ withh Fianklin Delano
Roosevelt *and fortunataly found that ke
was very wgorous abott it and told me to
go ahead on the fine that | had myself

- thought the best.” And on February 18, the

day before FDR signed bhis infamous
Execufive Order 9085, Stimson wrote that
he fiad no (lusions “as 1o the magnitude
of the task that lies before us and the wails
shat wifl go up in relation to some of the
actions which wii’l e taken under i,

_E;IE TASK WAS STAGGERING. It was
nothing - less -than confinement of the
“yellow pefil,” the congentration in camps
of those Japanese hordes already within
cut borders. in the very diary entry that
phsited the JapaneSe Americans as
beyond undersianding, Stimson went on
io invoke the prophecies of Homer Lea. 'a
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CWEOtS 2 | book on
entitted The Valor of
umilative, urn-
edon, through
: ibets of fhe ads
st-rano.n Hooseveit mmse%f beheved
!ess—developed skuils of ‘the

scrutable Onentais not pe'sons but
mystenes to: e solved, penls 16 be guar-
ded agamst -abstractions, symbols, ail
subsumed under the egpithet .*“Japs."

Whites could riot steli them abari, in shon,
good from. bad, becaiise whites had been
conditioned not to ook at them, see their
md:\nduamy, bt to ook through them to
thesr racnai esserics And tHis ‘was what
.S, auth f,nced it “The Enémy
‘That Never “Wag" as Ken Adaghi aptly
tltied his_study - (19?6} of the no -less
horrendous Canadlan evacuatxon i

the Japanese -if these Camps at sorne
length betore they are dzspersed " John o
McCioy wrote ihe &ivil hbertarlan Aiexan—
der Meikiegohn on September a0, 1942,
Having them ‘gathered” the afforﬁed
means “of sampi.ng their. o
studying thalr customs and.habits | m away
wé have neyer before had possnb!e We
could find oui what.they are thsnk;ng
about-and we mlgm very. well influgnge
their thinking in the rsght dnrec’non before
’they are  again distributed - irte  com-
munities.” Unafraid of the predictable
charge “that we have no _right to freat
these peop!e as ‘guinga , pigs’ ” “the
assistant secretary of war expressed the
wish “that Diflen Myer would fake some
very long thoughits before committing hid=
salf to a prmclple of ammedlate and ex-
tersive relesase.” :

Dirgctor Myer %hought tong and hard
and agreeab!y ran the WRA as a hige
deie_nt:on and ihvestigative machine ag-
minfgtered by “Caucastans™ who dealt
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Manzanar . P

“plioto by TOVE MIVATAKE

with objects calied: 'evacuges” — coun-
ted them. measured them, studied them,
and, even:ua!ly cleargd. many of them for
“leave”; enticed gome ofihem inte the all-
Nisei combat team; and fequired ail of
them aged sevenigen g 6 o answer
quéstionnaires asking w ether they were
witiing to serve in the U rimed forces
and’ forswear  gilegiance to Emperor
Hirohito.# The WRA modified .this inauiry
only: affer isséi protested that, denied
citizenship in “this couniry, they were
being dorced into declarsng themselves
stateless persens.

Data scoliected from - these abor*we
Eoyaity asts then ted to & second

remséd' tﬁ“ caogeréte :
iiatno'g Miyer r‘d hiS staf

- labelae Eoyat”'and “dlSiGy&! wiren
the warended, but could riever be certam
they had smoked culone verltable enemy
At most, they .had Yski mm__d off” only
those - they > pronounced potentlé!iy
danigerolig” ang the embitigied Nisel.who
had, under duress renﬁunce,_d their
citizenshig, - i

Gary Y. o Ok:hiro anve - 0 thier yﬁuﬂg
Japanese-American scholars rightly argue
that the docitity of their uprooted and im-
po nded forabears has been exaggerated.
Like colonized peopie everywhere, many
did ndentify with their oppressors; some, to
their great or Funder the mrcumstances
did not,-and-these warethe ones the WRA
calted . “‘aggravated troublemakers.”
Among the issei such resisters were sim-
ply"shipped off to the Depariment of
Justice internmeri gamps for enémy
atieris. Biit among the Nisei they raised the
delicate Gonstitutional guestion.of by what
right the WRA held citizens in in-
déterminate. detentlon and, presumed to
punish those who protested The WRBA an-

swer was to hide glaring exampies first
behind the walls of a penal colony at
Moab, Utah, and then in an oid Indian
boarding school at Leupp, Arizona
(feplaced in turn by the stockade at Tule
Laks). This “isolation center,” in WRA
fingo, was what ran the deténtion machine
over roiigh spots and i effect put the
agency in control not of ten but of eleven
concentration camps.

DOCKETS memoranda, and letters from
the outspoken chief of internai security at
Leupp provide profﬂes of the alleged
agitators. Many had been sent there “with
the promise -of a fair téial and have never
received it; others had neither a trial nor a
promase ot one; still others had so-called
trials in which they were not advised as to
thieir legal rights nor were they allowed to
defend themselves.,” One “pure case of
mistaken identity” was still seeking his
release six months after the fact had been
admitted. “Cot another guy from Gila that
calied a Caucasian nursée an oid maid.
Such biasphermy!”’ Stili another had come
to Leupp as a “‘suspected troublemaker”
but, “other than the possibility of his being
a ‘fat person with a beard,” which is hardly
a crime unto itself, there is no evidence of
just what he is suspected of having done.”

From Manzanar came the father of four
children, separated from his family by an
informer’'s saccusations but denied op-
portunity to confront his accuser and sub-
mit evidence in his own behalf. Despite
this and despite the likelihood he was yet
another case of mistaken identity, the man
“steadfastly believed in the democracy of
these United States and is still a loyal
American citizen, Such tredtment would
most cartainly be a test of anyone’s loy-
alty.” With understandable exasperation,
the internal security chief wondered “heow
in hell can you Americanize the Japs when
Gestaps methods are used in sending
them to Leupp — no warants, no trials,
no sentence separated from their families,
etc.”

The magnitude of the task Dilion S.
Myer had taken up: did 1ear “a tremendous
hole in our consitutioral system.” ta
where were “ihe wails” Stimson had
predicted? It turns out Myer also. worrigd
about them and, as he confided to an in-
terviewer in September 1943,

I did one thing before | gave the OK. sign for
Moab. That is, i :got Roger. Baidwin and Alexar=
der Meiklgjohn* into this Gffice and - toid them
what we were going 1o do. . alsu fold them
to hold off any action — or a! Ieast At didnt do
it that directly, 1 indicated that we néeded their
sympathetic wndeérstanding in the W )
process. We have always been very cord n
our relations with the Civil Liberties group: and
both men showed a fine understanding. Thrs
vignette of national leaders of the Amet
Civil Liberties Union giving a penal colofiythe
blessing. however reluctant. outhinés, the
magnitude of the betrayal, Qutside the barbid
wire the wails did not go up because civit:liber-
tarians — with such notable exceptions as Nor-
man Thomas, A Muste. Emest Besig and
Wayne M. Cotlins — gave the liberals mnmng
the camps their * sympathetic understanding.”

Our visits to the camp cemeteries raised a
guestion, since the inmates customarily
crematad their dead. Did these few graves have
anything to say? Why were these burials niot in
nearby community cemeteries? Later | chanced
upon a letter dated October 25, 1945, from the
Granada director to Myer urging that the camp
cemetery be permanently dedicated to those in-
terred there: eight infants, most of. them
stillborn, and three adults, two of whom “had no
close friends or known relatives.” So far no one
outside had shown inferest in the remains and
“our fdilure previously to secure acceptance of
bodies by other cemeteries is an indication of
the same problem now.” In death as in life these
“places of despair,’" as my companion calis the
concentration camps, contained unwanted non-
Caucasians.

Of course, “'Oriental inscrutability’ had not a
whit to do with the erection of these national
monuments to racism. “The trouble is riot with
the Japanese mind,” foresaw the sociologist
Bobert E. Park in 1914, “but with the Japanese
skin. The Jap is not the right color.” Decades
jater real frouble was stiil with the mind that
filled the “Jap camps" with its own specters.
And that mind is stiill manifestly on the loose, in-
cited by periodic foreign policy Hfare-ups.
Tomorrow it may be ali too ready to turn against
ranians, Arabs, Central Americans, or other
imaginary enemies in our midst. Then the voices
fram ‘the Manzanar marker will speak with an
even more haunting timeliness.

i — Richard Drinnon
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