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Scranion Does It Again!

Seranton has bad a fwo-rate property sinee 1913 - a lower rate on
building assessments than on land. In 1980, it nearly doubled its land
tax rate. lowered ity effective tax rates on buildings somewhat, and
then proceeded o enjoy a eonstruction spurt substaniiaily greater
than neighboring and comparable cities, even in the face of the
early-1980's receasion.

So much for history - now for current svenis.

Seranton's federalravenue share, like (hat of all other cities, has -
been complelely eliminated. Cerisin other costs have bsen
increasing. To make up for ihe lost revenue, the City Couneil in
December voted unanimeusly (o inerease the tax vaie on land by
16.2%), keeping the bailding fax rete at the 1996 level,

Thus, the new municipal rates for 987 are 4.375% ¢n land
assessments and 0.8% on buildings, The lznd-to-building rate ratio
is now 5.47:1 {previously 4.45:1).

The shternative, diseussed in Counell, to 2 lund tax ineresse was a
wage tax inerease. Gouncilman Michael Melnick (2 careful reader of
Iaventive Taxation) and Thomas Gilhooley {finanee chairmany made
the case for the land value tax, saying that if Seranion taves iobs,
there’ll be fewser jobs in town. Jobs will leave town. But if land is
taxed mstead, then we can be sure no land will leave town. In fact,
lznd sites will be more efficiently developed, creating jobs thereby,

Councilman Melnick reports that the land tex helped to mollify
the raiber large audience in attendance at Council wher the tax
increase was being debated, because the land fax would be kinder io
most homeowner-voters than the equivalent wage tax would be.
That refaxed the andience somewhat. The tax irerease was easier Lo
gwallow.

Alas

But the land tax victory was diminisked somewhat because the
Couneil also imposed a marked inerease in the business privilege
and mereantile taxes. Rather than burden business with these tax
inerezses, the Council might have raised the land tax rate by an
additional 8.4 mills (0.84%) instead. Business taxes are bad taxes.
They hurt business by making it more expensive to conduct
business in town. That lessens jobs. If businesses sueceed in raising
prices to eover the extra tax eost, then the purchasing power of
consumers is lessened {equivalent to a wage decrease),

A land tax can't lessen wages. It ean only spur the economy,
therehy raising wages. Maybe next year, Seranton's City Council
can shift those business taxes onto land.

As reported previously, this past year also saw two more
Real- World victories - in New Castle and Duquesss, Pa, These two
cities increased ihe spread between their building and land tax
rates. We had (s sweal bullets and push hard to get these vietories -
we guarantese that if we hadn't there would have been no victories,
STEVEN CORD

Henry George

a  haifitone

run off 2 proof of i {eost $20) for cur Equal
Righis readers to see,

Try “Benefits Fee”
rather than “LVT”?

As Henry George argued in PROGRESS
and POVERTY, those taxes necessary to
finanee warranted public  expenditpres

ought not te be levied against cwrrent

production of goods and services {income)
or accumulated producer goods. Income
taxes deny producers the deserved rewards
of their efforts. And taxes on either
commeodities or capifzl improvements dis-
courage both production and esnsumption.
Land taxation, on the other band. expro-
priatez none of the rewards of labor but
instead exacts a “benefits fee” of land rent
that derives in large part from publicly
finaneed projects suech as roads, sewer and
water lines. lights, and sueh ihzi have
increased the economie value of the land. In
this regard, it is not & tax at all but a public
charge for services rendered.

American Institute for
Economic Hesearch

- . » * ‘
If past experience teaches anything, it is ‘Know the truth, In all of our cities the value of land,
which increases not merely with the

that enduring humsn progress, if it is h
, growth, but with the expectation of

indeed achievable, usnally comes piecemsal
— and very slowly. _ will make you free’ growth, operates to check building and
{ improvements.

13419 : —Henry George
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Flection Post Mortem

This title is appropriate sinee T 4id get
buried.. Mot only in the election fnal
vobel.3 to 1 in faver of the ineumbent
Jesn Dntion  (maie) Het in
srything that led up to the halloting. .
et me tell vou that | staried this battle
rears ago when 1 discovered what was
happening...I wrote of these vast neguities
in land apprafzals and spoke of them at
every opportunity, then four vears ago I
learned of & group called the SOHALKEN-
BACH POUNDATION and of a great man
and humanitarian, HENRY GEORGE. I
reng PROGHEESE and POVERTY and
everyihing WALT RYBECK and BARL
HAMNEON sent 1 me. ! marveled aé the
genius of George and am nspired datly at
his God given insight into things humane.. I
know of no man befors or sinee his equal.
Well, I was hooked, blessed or eursed,
though I had been & Georgist in heart and
mind long before they put 2 name to it for
s,

Al my preinted  and oral words
advocated LV'T. Its s natural to speak of
Incentive Taxaiion and eguality in local
properiy tazes, I don'i believe anvone failed
to understand the simple equation or the
logic presented te them in my intreduciory
remarks on LVT nor did they disagree or
resent them..but T was unabie to gain a
fornm from which te be heard. The two
newspapers refused to print Wy news
releases unless they were controversial or
damning such as the announcement that I
was suing Dutton in Distriet court for
Non-feasance in office...even then his reply
was printed in full, though with little
response to my charges, a lot of hyperbele
and doublespeak...and I was not allowed to
respond...Very madding...

Earl Hanson was there at the non-trial
and was & witness to the Soviet style justice
dispensed that day...Of course it shattered
3 years of hard hard work but it won't deter
me...I'll win yet. The cause is too great and
honorable to stop now regardiess of wimp
judges and crooked lawyers and assessors,

I will eternally be grateful for the
individual Georgists’ who supported me
spiritually and with money but I wonder if
the Georgists’ Organizations would not be
also in faver of financially supporting me in
this endeavor...it may be the direction we
must take...to win such elections and then
from within...push for legislation to advance,
Georgism and LVT...perhaps as it has not

SEERGY

Common Ground Meeting Oct.

Stanley Sapire

been done before...Otherwise we may be
another hundred years making significant
inroads,

Bon Pinson, (reorgist

Republican Candidate, Assessor

Clark County, {Las Vegas} Nv.

Election, November 4, 1986

Mick Tideman

Clay Berling, V.7, Common Ground,
at recent Pitisburgh meeting of the
organization.

Left to right: Nick Tideman,
Stanley Sapire, Marion Sa-
piro, Richard Noyes, [ian
Sullivan.

ECONOMIC FREEDOM
We would secure the [argest production
and the fairest distribution of wealth by leav-
ing men free to produce and exchange as
they please. — Henry George
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£hat the LT
VICTORY WAGON” has been revised o
reflect reality il isn't eossting down hill,
but strogpling UP BILE against the foress
of gravity, public apathy and the spposition
by vested interests, Indeed, any relazation
of effort by the small but pe
perspiving band of wagon movers
wagon w il stide brekwards,
eariier AN,

Your eceditors helieve Lhat we [ m*?:c iate
can help boost this LVT effort by many
times over..righi sway! We're urging all
Georgisis everywhers o pledge that
individually, in ade apporting the
moverent financially, they will peraonsily,
every week [or month] of the vear, make
comtuel with some official (clecied or not),
mesia poblicist {ioeal or not), eommunity
prifme mover, or the gencral public, This
might be by personal visit, phope call, short
note, istiers-io-newspapers and magazines,
tewmra;* & elass, vie. No noed to be eleguent

writing, Just guele from, and
& eopy of, fncentive Taxation, or one
ive flyer handouts that
U8R, or the Sehalkenbach
on has svaileble In abundance
er ?afmmg sach nledge commit
mirram of about 2 minutes of
for every
contael, Bven so, your editors are hoping
that over i,000 pledgers will write in saying
that they will foin the “1,60¢ Crusaders” in
lighiing muny candles where there have

zevering,
and the

FEVErSing

been all too few.

04

Crusaders!

We'lh pladdly print vour names zs we recsive
them in each issue, as you join the following
“charter membors”™: Ed Dodson, Frask
Belsan, Steve Cord, George Colling, Wike
Curtin, Dan Builivan, Stan Frederikuen,
Medine Stoner, Farl Hapsen, Weadrew
Willisras, Tom Lahmans, B.J. Bichert, Don
Pigueon, Wylle Young, Wall Bybeck, Max
Flochner, Mary Davis, Lasry Thamerman,
Frank Sneed, Joe Gibbs, Asizi Shelshy,
Jumes Busey, Hobert Eing, Swan Vens
terella, Stas Bubensisin, Floyd Morrow,
Jetf Smith, Harry Pollard, Bobert Bers-
fand, Willlsm Filante, Richard Noves, Colin

Bovner, Allan Lubis, Joseph Casey, Philip

Cotion, Meal Frederiksen, Leuls Basse,
Charles Byvne, Peter Casey, Joan Guechel,
frepe Hichman, Frwin Kasteap,
Denald Killsren.

and .
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SRANTELELALES
Gur Foundation offices are gradually
filing up Lo the overflowing with various

pamphlels, books, reprints, arileles, efe.
We would be glad to distribute them 1o our
veaders, and I think our readers would
benefit from having them.,

The following is a et of these publica-
tions wilh priees following:

"Mation's Cliles” reprints -

2. “Land Rush: A Burvey of
Land” by Peter Mever, an article in
Harper's Magazine (dan. 1879 - 25 cents
3 “Land Specolation and How to Stop It” -
Hender’s Digest reprint (Fuly 1968) -
centy

4. “Expected BEffscts of the Land Tax on
Harrisburg's Foture Development” 2 study
by C.HE. - $1.00
5. ““g}w‘lfal Issue on the La
House and

$3.00
Ameriea's

ndl Problem in
Aug, 1960) -

E}"é} cents
€. “L006 Words on Why we Should Tax
Lagd Values More” - article by Steven Cord

”

eli-Bupperiing Cily” - an envelope size
mailing pamphlet by Gilbert Tucker - free
8. “Housing and Shim Clearance at No
Cost” - ap envelope size mailer by Gilbert
Tucker - Free

9. “The Impact of a Land Value Tax on
Various T'ypes of Property Owners in
Bethlehem, Pa.” - a study - $1.00

10. “If Beagan Succeeds” - a pamphlet by
Wy%iy Young - 25 cents

1i. “Property Taxation: What's Good and
What's Bad” - an asrticle by . Lowell
Harriss - Free

12, "Reforming the Property Tax for
Schools” - an article by Perry Prentice -
Free

13. “Antidote for Madness”
Wylie Young - $2.00

- a book by

Catalyst - by Steven Cord $5

Ethics of Land Reform - by Steven B. Cord
£3

Effects of 8hift, Ty Land Value Tax - by Dr.

i Sehwartz & Dre. James B, Wert 81
The Inierest Game - by George Wilson
Total ’I(m Helief
Hating in New Zealand
$6

- Haymond Abrams $5
Holland ¢¥Regan

THREE TYPES OF PEGPLE
1 Those whe make things happw:
2. Those whe walch ihm}m happen
3. Those whe dow't know what's hbappening

Deon't keep the fsith..Spread it around'
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71 Action

Bteven Cord making presentation to Coste
vitle, Pa. City Council 11/86. They Bked LVT
diea but didn't buy it this year.

Calling at a City Hall (Connellsvilie, Pa.)

Steven Cord, afier having testified at
a City Council, with  Mayor Thomas
Duncan and Ralph Wombacker, Dir-
ector of the Redevelopment Authority.

H.G.F.A., C8.E., C.G. Office Staff:
Steven Cord, Jean Windsor, Gary
Daodson.

The greatest thing in the world is

not so mueh where we stand, as in

what direction we are moving.
—Qliver Wendell Holmes




incoms fax as
regulatory

amandment powers of the

aifers a 13-howr lecture
series {zlso avallable on fzpes for home
study) as their besic tesching foul They
charge for the series and ask gradustes o
pe $ b & moith ta %wl;a © mmd the

The institute

rinont]

alge
ings at the
£ ¢ {z converled
whick contains a lecture hall and
center slong with siafl offices,

Their work is an example of
spread o call for basic reforms in the way
Wi aTe gass»efn@du Cur me not any

“farther out” from the m&;m{m&m of publie
thought than their's, yei they are able o
reach out and stirzet the interest of 2 large
number of paople.

I am eonfident that we a
mass mevemeni. Firsi, § think we need an
effective orimer discussing the economnic
laws of production and distribulion and
especizlly demonstrating the fmpacl on
creation of wealth of various modes of
taxation, Semething like “A Handbook for
Frosperity”. We should advecate as our
ultimate goal the abolition of all {axes on
wages and inleresi coupled with public
colleciion of reni through taxation. When
pecple grasp the many and great benefils
which would result from such a change,
then they will work hard to achieve those
initial hreakthroughs {such as reform of the
existing property tax) which otherwise
would not attract much interest.

We need to have faith in the power of cur
ideas. We only need to cast out the seed.
The rest will take care of itself. We need to
lay out our messzge in black and white. It
need not be a literary masterpiece - the
ideas will shine through the words.
Frank I}. Walker
2828 Agquine Drive
Sacramento, CA 95833
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Lake ity
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Without economic freedom, no other
freedom can endure. —Benjamin Franklin
I hold that land belongs equally to all,
and that land values shouid be shared by
all.
' — Henry George
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AFTER HOURS

Max @%&Eﬁ@f

Qur good member, Max Flechner, has
done it again - ke has written ezcellent
letters o the editors of seven newspapers. I
would particwlsrly eommend this paragraph
to you

“In Hockey &nd Basebsll competition
between the U5, and Canada, we exchange

talent, Cawadizn or American. Despite the

in monetary  exehange, we
the compelition. Athletles s one
of compeiliive goodizs; lumber is
another. A free market encourages healthy
competition, A monopolistic market spells
econcmic chaos.”

Wiax was writiag in support of free trade
r tumber - recantly the (LS pat 2 tariff on
Conadian lumber imports,

weleome
of

Readers--Please Write!

We will try to print as many letters as
possible within the limits of the space
availzble. At the very least we will

summarize ail letters received, if ad-
dressed Lo—
Ths Editor, EQUAL RIGHTS, 2000

Century Plaza (238), Columbia, MD 21044

Taxes Will Shift

Qur sclons promise we will soon enjoy a
great tax reform, but which in reality is a
piece mesal solution and stey: gap legislation.
It will bewilder the masses with econcmic
nomenclature until they realize they have
again been duped. Taxes will be shifled
from shirts to socks, from dresses to shoes,
in a spuricus atterapt to reform a vicious
system. We will take home $10.00 more in
our paychecks, only to learn that it will cest
us $12.00 more to buy food, utilities and
merchandise to which the taxes have been
shified.

During the quassi erudiie Congressional
discussions, there is no eriticism of our tax
system in to-to.

Tom Lehmann
1120 B. 6th
Alton, IL 62002

Page &

rofitable o
dons, wealih
raates  wore

will make

's“e

ployment,

Whern L.YV.T
fon wild :
speenlation money  will be
production. Then the rate of interest will go
down. Initiative will grow and ereate more
johs. Unemployment will f21l and loss taxes
will he needed, withoni reducing weifare -
nobody needs to gel poor. and ne counbey
nesds to have recessions.

We eannol promise that land prices will
deerease drastieaily, but most of the rise
wili siop: oniy fand  held back for
speculation will drep ia price.

Any disadvantage vou could think of
would be an balanced by the
encrmons advanlages te the whole com-
rniity. -

We ean therefore put a sonversion plan
on: the table without hesiiation. But first we
peed Lo vaivate all land at the fell market
sales value, and that is very easily done.
Maps covering each area must be zceessible
for everybody at the town hall

In Denmark we zssess all land svery Tour
years, pased upen latest scboal sales
{prebzably the enly country in the worldh

Az land valee is deperdent upon income
possibilities, it will simost be of the same
amount in all developed -industrisl coun-
tries.

The total value in Denmark was in 1981
assessed at Dkr. 320 bill. Based upon this
figure the value of all land in the U.K.

nd speculs-
.

208, Al

invested in

more i

‘(taking the population number in aceount)

should be round figures £ 300 bill. and In
the U.S.A. $2,000 bill. Thanks to new

electronics, all land could easily be
reassessed every year.
To meet opposition, especially from

farmers, it might be an idea to exempt the
first %R 1.000 per acre of all land ($2,000}
from L.V.T. In the long run the total L.V.T.
revenue will be almost the same as without
sueh an exemption.

Kmeed Thelsirep

Vesier Farimagsgade 1

1648 Hobenhawvn V. Denmark

THE EXCEPTIONAL TAX

Al taxes huort the  economy-right?
Wrong., All taxes exeept one hurt the
economy from either the supply side or the
demand sids of the market. Ironically, the
exceptional tax that helgs the economy is
the least used. Consequently, harmful taxes
are higher than they otherwise need be.
R.E. Morris
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. Atlants ConsiRution Y86
Formula for Housing
ATLANTA — Two racent ifems in The

Constiiution about the way that the high
price of prban land hinders ihe consirue-
tion of affordable housing in Atlants have
prompted me suggest an effective solution
o the problems,

The first, a Febreary 18 article by

“iaff

Writer Tom Walker states, “Private
developers say the high cost of centrally
fseate efforts o build

High land prives are
Production, including
employment  oppor-
“edle

Gowniown housiy
always bad ne
consiruction, slows;
tupities dec e, and Blight ennses.
land means ¥le hands.™
There is no substitute for free enterprise
in meeting a problem as complicated as the
problem of urban development. And there
imonly one answer 1o this probles: & much
higher tax on the value of land and muoch
lower tax on buildings. The vales on each
may be adjusted (o bring in the amouni of
ATUE p mily z“z‘armir“vd
weh oa Lo - in lower land
s and would by ,n_s_g more building sites
the market. It wounld also be an

Gnto
Inewniive 1o build more and better housing
and to rehabili 1* ate existing ‘mi?ﬁ"iﬂgs. Even

-

the much “slumlord”
puir his howses i he eould he g
his taxes would not § T :
system  acteally subsidizes slums wilh
lower taxes on negiected bulldings. M3
studies show that by uptaxing land
down-texing buildings the vast majori
hemecwners would find their tax
raduced.,
RY R. DAVIS
President Cormmon Ground

Atlanta Chapter

Bills

at Property is
“Private Property”’?

--.A person should be able to buy a home,
farm, or business, pay it off, snd leave it to
his children, grandchildren, and uit timately
great-grand children, without the povern-
ment heing able to come in and seil it for
back taxes. With a property tax, we
concluded that people were simply renting
their property from the government {for
the property taxes) and the government
could come in and take over if one did not
continue to pay the “rent” (property taxes).
Thus, if there is any type of prnperly tax at
all, property is really not “private pro-
perty”™ it is - in the final analysis -
government property that is being rented
to individual citizens... Anezymous

ear wﬁ:‘nrm! ix

frope

[ w!aa»x luri,!,z,r e
in tazation.

! sads off by saying “Energy
{*Umg}&hié,’i‘; pay for off and cos! fram Federal
fand. Hestauranis pay for the right to serve
i%) evowds in the aational parks. Why
ghooldn't  private wsers pay  for  the
communicationg spectrum, & Governtment
resouree that’s every bit as scarce and
valuable? The right znswer, for two
important reasons, is that they shouid.
Avctioning vazant airwaves would raise
biliions for the Treasury.”

Whether it's Federal land, alrwaves, or
the value of private land-value caused by
the proximity of people, c.g. highways, ete.,

“that’s where the action i, and any
deviztion from taxing such sowrces is
ey exacerbating :"ram‘;u wlity, promoting
monopoly, and dimisishing g‘f‘&:(}ﬂ(;i‘;’i in an
economic demotraey,

lurs ds an “Alire in Wenderland”
econdoimy--we diseourage mprovemeniz by
taxing Lhewm high and encourage slum land,
idie/vacant land, by taxing low,

Max H. Flechner
6838 Herita llage
Southbury, 7 (64588

Alrwaves,”

The Courier [Ohio] 10/86

There is gnashing of teeth over the
demise of “Revenue Sharing.” But local
officials seern blind to the almost “un-taxed”
item in our economy-basic LAND! Our
property tax has become more like an
income tax, with no appreciable tax on
vacant unused land, much of whieh is keld in
speculation. In the name of “private
property rights” LAND is almost tax free,
while znything buvilt upen it, or any
improvement to it is taxed heavily!

Beginning with a small income tax during
the Civil War, our Federal Government
finally got the sixteenth amendment to tax
income. Along with this, of course, had becn
devised & hosi exe ; tariffs on
imports, ete., ot the Federal level. Prior to
the Civil War our Nztion was run on land
based revenue, through the sale of Western
lands, and even @ pational “property” tex.
The principle was basicly that taxes should
be paid aeceording to public servires
enjoyed. But graduslly the Marxian notion
of faxation according to ability gained
favor-even from those whe condemn
Marxism or Communisml

Woodrew W. Williams
17500 Roed U Rimer, OH 45830

(B8,

Y

urevy

raive

Fopsy-’
4.,

pul some
n Y house, my

goes up. 1F st o

e
real praperiy tax
P property run dos y
{can’t um

tax would be lower. Ting
inefficient ardd Hopical way to ran 2
COIUMURILY or & governmernt.

Mueh of what we currenily
“urban the
topsy-lurvy
specilators, sham
landlords. It disesurages owners who want
te improve their

The real property lax is based on
markst goality of the property. T 1 buy
lasd and do nothing with it, wakiing for the
price to inerease {(ay it inevitably must in
our expanding population), I pay compara-
tively liitle in dawes,

deplore as
of  this
LTI g

I
Glight L

nder sue h an Ahc*@ A Wmnéu‘} nd

urhan cOrm
sprawl an spesniaiion; and
any arhan  rehab
consiruetion zad development i

greedy
program  of

from the beginuiag,

Bt what i we fook the {ax off the
Improvens ned put it on the land? Then
nehody : penalized for boproving

slue of the

enlive (o
would be removed, and
slums and the suburban
sprawl woeld no lenger pay rich dividends,
Hvery year our Bving, worki and
playiag space gets more cramped and more
expensive. The population explosion is
driving more and more peonle frowm litile
tinw s into the big ellios; and from the hesrd
of the eitizs to the peripheries, where
suburban slums are now springing ep.
The whole theory and practics of our veal
property ilaxes eculs across the grain of

atdding

o the v

hizt property and
CEn
speculate land
boih the orban

Ameriean history and politics] economics.

If we took the tax off the improvements -

as we take the tax off other activities we -

want o encourage, such as charitable
contributions - then the land-grabber would
no longer get rich by sitting on his property
until the need for space is so great that the
potential buyers are willing to pay almost
any price. And the speculator would no
longer profit by squeezing the most housing
into the smaliest space, as so many of those
shoddy suburban development firms have
been doing.

Teday the more a tandlord lets a building
deteriorate, the less he pays in real estate
taxes, even though he may be making
unconscionable profits by converting three

. apartmenis into 12, And the owner who

wants to rehabilitate such a building pays a
high premium for restoring the community
value. Wouldn't it be exactly the other way
around in a well-ordered seciety?

The Best of Sydney J. Harris 1976



0T . i ‘fi‘%‘» KA
short tme exit o

o the use of
Bach Bersoi,
; s ommde in the jmage of ihe
Cr Bach s eapable of ceonomiv
ereativity, Thus, asiions seeh as Japan,
South Korea, Hong Kong, Taiwan, and
Bingap ve grown speciacularly fr

the ravages of World War 11, muliipiying
thaeir mmm ineome 10 to I5 imes
during erntion. The pastoral
eit wons fails both to pednt
out Lh ”‘i possibilities and 1o
eRECUTRES ceesenry  institotional

re HE:
e W%r} not vur reform?

larg

Pakisian

: v di ﬁui inte four major
ethnie groups. The gap in living standards
between the landowning elite and the
upper teaches of the civil and milltary
services on the one hand and the mass of
Pakistanis on the other is wide.

&
Renting Farm Land

With o new attifide abont tenaney and a
eyaicism shout ke future, young farmers
ars shying away from owning land.
Instead, it's older farmere and investors
whe are divvying up the [ailed farms.
The New Buyvers

Farm hbrokers say zbout 90% of the
farmers buying land last yvear were
near-retirement-aged farmers adding to
their landholdings. Ais a resuit, the size of
the average farm is increasing. And city
investors, such as doetors and lawyers,
aceounted for as much as 38% of farm
sales, doubling their iypical share of the
farmland market. As they round out their
investment porifolios with land, the
percentage of acreage rented—rather than
owned—by farmers is incressing steadily.

Proposals to rewrite the 1985 Farm Act
include trimming price supports and big
farmers’ payments. Another plan, the
“save the family farm” il introduced by
Midwest senators, would eut grain support
peymenis by himiting production and tying
production righis to the land. The proposal
has gained favor among family farmers,
but Donald Paarlberg, economies professor
emeritus at Purdue Unjversity, warns that
it resembles the “entailment of estates”—
the system of a limited class of land-
owners—against which the American
settlers originally rebelied.

He prefers the direction in which we're
headed: more land held by investors
instead of single families. Though perhaps
unsettling, “it's inevitable,” he says.
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Who can blame subur-
banastes for fighting com-
mevaial  projects  when
they see littie more than
could-be-anywhere  iall
busldimgs surrounded by
surface parking lots?

Pleniy of land is available on the vast
surfsce parking iots, which ecan be
redeveloped into high density housing and
enie

{alnment uses, puiting the cars into
shoveground or underground structures.
Either business takes the -
slow-prowth/no-growth  cliizens’ revolts
will be Lthe only thing growing rapidly in
our metroepolitan sreas.
My, Leinberger i3 a U
real-estate consuliant,

iornia hased

Consumption Tax Coming?

Later in the hesring, when asked
whother raising tazes in the wake of last
year's tax-overhau! bill would disrupt
business planning, Mr. Volcker mentioned
energy taxes and consumption laxes as
“lhings you can do on taxes that don't
affect” last year's income tax revision.

Insight/¥arch 31, 1986

'The deficit fosters cries for higher
income taxes so it can be reduced - while
more and more Americans are rebelling
against the tax load and turning as an
alternative to the underground economy, in
itself a major economic and social problem
and a burden to the majerity of working
people whe pay their fair share of taxes.

in cur view, fairness and practicality
alike demand that any fresh assault on the
budget deficit cught to tap the underground
economy at the same time. We believe that
what's needed is something new - a remedy
that’s working elsewhere but hasn't been
tried yet in this country. It's a remedy that
wouldn’t impede investment and job
creation. Now would it impede America’s
ability to compete overseas. It's time to
start debating a national tax on consump-
tion. 1985 Mobil Corporatien
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haven't we heard a? him?

&, Gerald, Farl of Grosvenor, 26,
about 300 of the choicest
:x:w&m" angd Belrravia ‘-'e(*i%vm
on which stand some 38 foreign

including the L5, S5Y 0%
Sguare, Some 300 years ago Ma?}f Davies

brought whai wag then 300 asres
marshiand to Bir Thomas Grosvenor as ber
dowry. Subsequently Mary Davies went
pad, bui Grosvenor and his descendants
held onto the London marshiasd, Usder
English law s landlord is permi ]
lensehold to a piol of ground, usuaily for 89
years. The person whe buys the lease may
constriel o building upon it The lesses
pavs ithe taxes snd upheep of the hulding
put a2l the end of 99 years, the land and
building revert to the landlord, who may
lease ithewm for anciher 99 years. The
Grosvenors have done this for centuries.

The Harl Lowdon
property worth somewhere between $500
Gillion. He also

of Grosvenor owng

million and §1 GwWng
property In Beotland, Ireland, Canada,
Australia, Hawan and California, Income

from property goes into a irust, which the
Earl then distribules ameong family memn-
bers.

Farade Magazine

4/23/78
The lowly potate is responsible for

changing the course of history. In the
1860s, almost half of Ireland’s population of
9 million existed entirely on potatoes. The
majority wers poor tenani farmers who
owed half their labor and produce to a
wealthy, often English, lxndlord.

As total subsistence, potatoes were
deficient, leaving the people weak and
sometimes starving. A family’s supply
often rotted or ran out befere the next
year's harvest. Times got even worse when
English government agents turned acres of
potato fields into cattle ranges to satisfy
the beef market demands zi home.

Total tragedy struck in 1845, when half
the potato crop was ruined by blight. For
the next four years, there was no crop at
all. Millions who managed to survive socld
all their belongings to pay the 5-pound fare
to America.

NEW IJFRSEY BOASTS six of the
nation’s 15 mest expensive soburks for
homes, according to the Relo Broker
Network. Saddle River, N.J., where the
average home seld is $727,000, tops the list.
California is a close second with five
suburbs on the list.

Wall Street Journal 11/26/86
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World Population

Wil Neww-Journst 12/98

The anti-populationgrowth dosmsters

have been fiat wrong on every one of their

forecasis since the late 15607s.
The price of grains kas fallen, rather

than rising as they predicied. Their
forecast of §3 a gallon for gasoline hasg
beeomns a happy joke. The world's copper
and tin mines are fzced with disastrous
glui and low prices, not the shortage orises
the population-environment  movement
said would face us now.

ia reality additional people cause us to
have mere resources rather than less,

Let ug firet be clear that threughout the
long sweap of hisiory, a2 larger world
pepulation has  been  aceompanied by
greater availability rather than greater
searcity, There are 2 lot more people on
earih nowsdays than there were I8.years

ago, and we have more of the services that- .

we desire {rom copper, fron, o, and all the
cther resources than we did then, The
same is true of 1,000 years ago, and 10,009
FRArS ago.

In the Western world, population grew
at hitherto-unknown rates during ihe
Industrial Revolution, and so did resource
availability and the standard of Hving.

Why have so many people, for so long,
believed so many wreng ideas about
povulation’s effects?

Ali the immediately obvious effecis of
population growth are negative—greater
pressure On existing resouress; need to
make new adjustments; reduction in the
existing output available for each person.

In contrast, all the positive effects are
diffuse, long-term, and reguire imagination
to ecoimprehend; responses by inventors
and entrepreneurs to the new opporiun-
ities for profit caused by temporary
scarcities, which leads to more produciive
‘knowledge than we bad before: new
transpertation and communication infra-
structure developed to deal with the
congestion, providing more modern facili-
ties than we began with: new social
arrangements that eause os to be betier
organized than before population pressure
was added.

So bring on the resource problems! The
progressive future needs them.

Heripps Howard News Service

Julian Himon teaches at the University
of Maryland and iz chairman of the
Committee on Population and Economy.

address its causes.”

BREAD FOR THE WOHLD
802 Hhede Island Ave. N.E.
Washington, [LO. 20018

©d Mote: Bread for the World csrries a
Georgist messags in dealing with world
hunger.

Trade War Coming?

Baltimore Evening Sen 11/86

Congress just can't wait to embark on a
protestionist binge to punish those for-
eigners for floeding ocur markets with
high-guality, low-priced goods.

This will make lois of companies — and
uniony — very happy. (nce those annoying
foreign competitors are shut oul, it will be
much sasier to ratehel up prices and
wages. Jonsumers, of eourse, will take it in
the neck. )

When we bar imporis, we'll be zending
few dollars oversess for poods, and that
means foreigners will be sending fewer
dodlars back to us for the things we like to
export — ke farm produets. This will send
the farmers hack to Washington for even
larger subsidies; a vicious cycle is born.

Further, a trade war will send shock
waves through the industrial zector. Sieel
and auto makers will he enriched by Impors

: restrictions, hut the ineviizble retaliation

will surely damage other indusiries
{especially exporters of hightech pre-

ducts) as well as farmers. And for a port
city like Baltimore, & trade war would be
especially destructive. Protectionism does
not save jobs; it spreads misery.
Stephen J.K. Walters teaches economics
in the Sellinger School of Business and
Management at Loyola College.

s
Center for the Study of Economics
5140 Furgerson Road
Endiana, PA 15701
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Taxation oan
provic sposkers  for  convent and
meetings, Seoause of the cost of travel, it is

not praciical (o send a speaker to a
ing  uniess  the sponsoring
budget  for  iravel

simply
P
@rg'.arﬂyahfm
SEPENRESR for 3
Far small meetings, h(ﬁW“’Jé‘!" we have an
exeallent film ealled "Tale of Five {iities”
ishould now be called "Tale of Seven
Cities™), Over Lhe vears I'T readers have
been instromental in arranging for us {o be
2 guest on local radic and television falk
shows, Television requires travel bul mogl
radio shows can be done by ielephone from

Has o4

right here in oue office.

After reading this issue of Inceniive
Taxation you might want to pass it on to the
program chairraan of 2 group to which you
belong or zend it zloeng to 8 local radis or
television talk show heost with 2 noie

uvggesting that they invite us {0 be 4 goest
Lo discuss the problems of urban revitaliza
tion and economic justies.

Bteven Cord

Beqguests Help
Spread the Word

To members and friends who wish o
help assure the fuiere spread of the Tand
value mx by means of provisons in their
wills, the followlng general torm of bequest
is suggested:

T give, devise and begueath io Henry
George Foundaton of Americs, 2 non-
profit charisble corporation organized
under the laws of Pennsylvania, with head-
at Colmmbiz, Md., and #s
successors forever, thegift of $————jor
otherwise deseribe the gift].

The Board of Trusiees 0f the Foundation
welcomes any inguiries about bequests. Fn-
terested persons are also advised to discuss
such provision with their counsel to make
certain their wishes are propery fulfilled.
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