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Iy didn't come easy, but our
Foundation ean proudly announce
the following real-world victories:

DUQUESHE, PA, - This city now
has a huge vacant U.S. Bteel mill

sitting on the best land in town. We
 made 2 presentation to City Ceuncil -

a few months age - “we” includes

Bev. William Thomas, minister of
the First Preshyterian Church there.

We told themn that an uptax on the
land would discourage U.8. Steel
from keeping the land out of use,
employing no one. We told them
most homeowner-voters would pay
less, They bought the idea unani
mously - but it took 2 series of phane
calls on the December day when
action on tax rates for 1985 had to
be taken, in order to convert thai
philosophical agreement inte real
action. Duguesne will tax land
assessments at 5.306% and build
ings at 2.7% instead of both at the
old rate of 82%. It is now owr
seventh {wo-rate city.
MCKEESPORT, PA. - This city
backstid a lLittle last year but we
increased ocur contacts with city
officials throughout the year and

Liberty wnd Justice For Al Beulres

phoned them ai the key moment and
woR an increase in the land-o-
building tax rate ratio. The city is
now tawing land assessments st
106% aznd bulldings at 2.5%.

Two-RHate Cities!

O NEW CASTLE, PA. - This was.

touch and go. Lot's of philosephieal
agreement “ves, we'll aci,” then
“waif till next year,” then (after
subtle psyechological pressures)
“OK, we'll act - just tell us what
number to use.” So we extracted
from them 6.78% on land assess-
ments, 2.1% on buildings.

We had pleaty of near-misses and
plenty of prospeets to weork on for
next year, but we won't mention
‘them much, not when we have real
victories to report! Our Bandwagon
isn’t running on its own steam yet; if
we stop pushing, it stops going. But
already we notice an increase in
inquiries frem public officials (I am
writing the draft of this letter, for
example, in a motel room in O City,
Pa.; tomorrow I see the city officials
at their request). Some day theyll be
singing the Land Song in the halis of
Congress and the man in the street
will be demanding LVT, but now we
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one, spread inte states other than
Pennsylvania, do studies showing
how construction and jobs increase
after LVT adoption; and then we
must publicize those studies, I wish
it were easier - I wish we could fight
One Big Campalgn and win, and
then =it back and wateh the SCONORLY

Sieven Cord

Pennsylvania Erects
Historical Marker
Jor Henry George

Birthplace

After years of persistent dickering, wy
have gotten the Pennsylvania State Histor
ical Commission to place an  officia
$2,000+ Historical Marker in from of the
Henry George Birthplace at 413 §. 10
Street, Philadelphia, Pa.

The sign is of a standard sort, consirucied
in handsome blue atuminum. it stands on
the street in front of the Birthplace, visible
to pedestrians and autornobilists alike.

Members of HGFA and CSE are invited
to visit the Birthplace whenever in Philadel:
phia. it is currently service as a Henr
George School but alse contains more than
two-roomsful of interesting Henry George
Memorabilia.

In 1927, the Henry George Foundation
purchased the building for $7000 which
was then being used as a rooming house.
For many years, the room-rents from the
building were a principal financial support
for the Foundation! In 1957 the building
was sold to the Henry George School and
it has since been renovated. it is very much
worth visiting.

{Comnt’d. on Page §)
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Choosin ngaSloga

We asked for & - some ime agw we sent
a letter 1o our mernbership listing some slo-
gans and ssking ouy meimbers for their pre-
ferences. Well, the vote was abnost dead
even for ali the choices returaed o us.

In 1920, Oscar Geiger coined the slegan
“The Farth is the Birthright of Ali Man-
kina” for the Single Tax Party which fielded

“candiddies in that year, We have vsed thal |
stogan and design of the world on our gob-
lets which we have sent out 1o certain mem-
bers (bur did not mclude the second part
of his slogarn, “To Which We All Have an
Equal Righe™). Geiger's slogan certainly ex-
presses an unportani part of our idea but
the word “munkind” has becomne a problem
te some of us - what about women? Well,
would the word “humankind” swolve the
problem and be equally euphonions? Or
should we substitute the slogan “The Farth
is the Common Inheritance of All People”?
Readers are invited to comment on this con-
undriom,

Fo Tax or Mot to Tax
Then there was “Tax Land Not Labor”
Some of our hbertarian Georgists don't
want o her about taxes and think i tus
off prospecis.

Incidentally, let's talk about membership
gifts. The prime purpose of the bumper
stickers, pens, goblets and who knows what
else we'll get nexd - the prime purpose is 1o
enable cur members o publicize our ideas
armong {riends and acquaintances. They are
conversation starters, If our members don't
publicize our ideas, who will? And why
shouldn’i our organizadons help them to
der this?

Back to slogans. What about “T.R.1. - Tax
Reduction for Improvements?” Morgan
Hartis suggested this. I like it. But a number
of respondents didn't - said it doesn’t tell
enough of the story and even misleads by
not expressing our basic idea. You can’t
please everybody.

Some of our respondents sent us their
own slogan ideas, and here we reprint a
few of those. If you like them, let us know.

Tax Land More, Improvements Less

Gather Our People’s Heritage for Essen-
tdal Revenue - Instead of Taxes! -

GOPHER IT! (Colin Bonner)

Iree The Working People; Tax The
Land So All Can Work (Jim Chapiman) .

T.R.I.A.L. - Tax Reduction on Improve-
ments and Labor (Colin Bonner)

oreon &%@g}f@ww Lot

REPORTING VERSUS OPINION
Eminent ﬁ@mam 13 H&W&éé

The Fall 1984 ssue reporied the U5 Sue
preme Court's decision o uphold the state
of Hawail's power 16 condemn property as
part of a statutory plan to break up large
estaies znd transfer land ownershap 1o the
presendt tenants on the land. It is cevtainly
true that this landmark decision ignores the
fundamental structoral problermns that lead
te concenirated landownerstip and, more
damagingly, w idle landownesship. Our
reporting suggested rhat the nvolvement
of the conrts might lead to further consid-

~eration o -the overall problem of fand

monopoly. The nature of the intellectual
problem in our country is exampled by the
foliowing excerpt from an August 9, 1984
Wall Street Journal essay by Richard Eps-
tein, a law professor at the University of
Chicago:

“Ng antitrust expert wounld describe a mar
ket with 72, or even 22, sellers as
oligopolistic, Similarly no one could “pre-
sume’ that the baver's failure to obtain
Iend at the price he thinks faiy is evidence
of defect in market strocture. It is only an
expression of the eternal desire to buy for
less thas the asbdng price.”

What is encouraging 5 not the political
aciion taken o provide financial relief o 5
fmited number of “homeowners,” bt the
recognition by the U5, Supreme Gourtthat
a staie’s police power clearly extends to the
regulation of monopoly or oligopoly in fand
and not just is enterprise. Since our nation
was founded on other principles than sim-
ply the sanciity of private property (perhaps
because thére is an unconscitus recognition
that the constitation of “private property”
is ill defined), surely the human right of
access to land is the same for Hawaiians -
and other U.S. citizens - as it has been
claimed for Latin Americans under our
foreign policy.

Edward Dodson

Tax More What We Want Less; Tax Less
‘What We Want More (John Berger)

If You Want Peace On Earth, Work For
Justice (Edwina Randall)

Stop Taxing Improvements! (Jim Busey}

Get the Improvements Tax Off Our
Backs! (jim Busey)

Free Land, Free Trade, Free People!
{Woodrow Williams)

P ublic

R evenue

E ntails

S iie

T axation

G nly (Stan Frederiksen)

awvatian fecision

Resolution Adopied b
&

Council of Georgist
Organizations

WHEREAS, The 1.8, Supreme Cour
has vpheid the law of the State of Hawan
which permiis confiscation of kand from
private owners at “their prices” for redis-
tribuiion to tenants, and

WHERFEAS, This court decision reguires
only that some “couceivable public pur
pose” bie achieved by the confiscation under
such a jaw, and

WHEREAS, This now greatly increases

Tthe p’csss;ii)iiilées‘ for excessive governmen

puwem and their abuse, and

HEREAS, Government programs fo
COE!fi‘s( ation of land and redisribuen have
almest always failed o achieve their staied
goals, and ofien resuli in increased vivlence
and destruciion, and

WHEREAS, Taxing community-created
land values and assessing special benefits to
fand TEf i@ Y {_{,Eunur“gk sy3iend
Bosth for the Ecmd owners and for the ciizens
at Iarge, and

WHEREAS, Results of such policies in-
cude: The increased utilization of band for
production of human needs such as food
and housing. incresse in the number and
percentage of families ownirag' their home,
increase in the number and percentage of
employed persons, lower level of taxes
levied against fabor (such as income and
sales taxes and taxes on ;m}'}rqvf-tnent\ 0
real property), and the reduction in infla-
ticn, and

WHEREAS, Further emphasis on these
principles is important in cur efforts to
minimize monopolics, excess government
control, and onerous (disincentive) levels of
taxation against private production, now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF
GFORGIST ORGANIZATIONS at its an-
nual conference on July 29, 1984 that the
U.58. Supreme Court decision in favor of
Hawaii state law allowing for confiscation
of private land should be opposed, tha
both federal and state governments should
be encouraged to avoid such laws, or re-
verse them where already enacted, and thai
these governments be strongly urged tw
move instead toward basic tax reform with
much greater and primary emphasis on col:
lection of community-created land values

in order to obtain legitimate goals fo
economic reform.

Resolution submitted by Willizm Filant
M.D. Calif. Assemblyman '



Fand Revenue is Missing Link
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t’;‘;% tax systewm is undderway, the dmf
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: p ;zc i the privied media

the American iaapayer, |

the most fundameneal and detmocratic ve-

form 1w our tax system has oot found s

‘?e's';?y inte; the discussion: the sdoption of a

aticral tax on the value of privately-owned
i;é!‘}f..?

Toihe extent our tax systom encourages
or discourages accumulation of land az a
speculative nvestment and encourages or
dizcourages-production of goods and ser--
vices, its mpact on the ecopomic health of
cur nation is tremenddous. Speculation s an
importang, and often profitable, investment
$ for the znrix”sciud or busk £n-
tity: x?kc econons consequences of wide-
spread speculation are a wholly different
MElier

Ohury tax system eats mvestment income
the same, whether i source i3 an iny
mentl in vacant ground, an office building
o7 retail shopping cemer; or the mm base
of thousands of acres of farmiand. Profiis
derived from the sale of all such assets are
described and for tax purposes treated as
“caprtal gains.” In reality, two disonce
ecenomic faciors are utilized - lamd and
capital. The result of treating Iand snd cap-
ital similarly is to create serious distortions
in the use of available investment resources
and stifle economic growth. The differ-
ences between land and capital must be un-
derstood by our legislators if meaningful
tax reform is to occur.

Land is the economic term given to na-
ture, to the earth and beyond. As an
economic input, land does not have to be
produced; rather, it simply comes into use
as population expands the need for living
space and natural résources. Owning land
preduces income in the form of annual
rental fees (also having the same imputed
rental value to the ownerfuser) and by gains
in market value when land is held forlonger
periods of time. It should be clear that both
types of income come to the landowner not
because of the owner’s individual contriub-
tion to productive activity but as a result of
external demand for use of the site. Land-
ownership is essentially a static, nonproduc-
tive activity.

. Eintoriu-

w,w

ptg (ﬂ

BE-

Only those inputs to production traced
purposes con51dered capntal. Endustnal
machinery and equipment, a manufactur-
ing plant or dairy, delivery trucks and farm
tractors. These are examples of capital; they

B

rrtal skills to

Orvihe one ii‘r%!}eh we

Hik &i*{fiﬁ"{"igi‘ a fun-

pa %’i(ld uE £;m;:k E{ 18, !h(?n:fni (S é;’ltefwslirig
that inves s concerned about Te-
ceiving capital gains, sitce we can see from

YR AT

evervday experience thar most types of
buildings or equipinent lose their vaiue over
ome. In comparison, the market price for

land generally increases substantially over

--tiine-{aithough neither uniformly ner con---

sistently). With the advance of technology
and human ingenuity, land of almost any
quality or locaiion has experienced such in-
creases, as evidenced by the prices for prime
business, industrial, mine val or residential
locations. What maost people think of as cap-
ital gains are i reality vising fand values.

SPECULATION BUILT-IN

The foderal government taxes the gaims
in fand value only upon sake or ransfer of
tithe, theveby encouraging the holding of
landd for long-term appreciation. Thig has
crroncously been viewed as a positive as-
Local tax au-

pect i the ax struciure.
thorities capture some annual tax revente
from land valves bui have everywhere
failed to increase assessments i accordance
with changes in market prices. As a result,
all across the country landowners (individu-
als and businesses) are able to hold Iand in
an unused or grossly underutilized state for
decades at minimal cost -- in anticipation
of returns many times greater than had the
same investment been made in the produc-
tion of geods and services.

There has thus far been no proposal
made for ending this built-in tax preference
for land speculation. Justice and economic
growth have to some extent been served by
reducing the tax burden on income derived
from the use of capital. Indexing and
further reductions in the tax rates on wages
and salaries are also consistent with these
two goals. Modifying the tax system to cap-
ture annual increases in land values is the
missing fink to real tax reform. A national
tax on the market value of privately-owned
land would substantially reduce the non-
productive diversion of investment funds
into landholding, would stimulate a more
active and competitive land market (a sup-
ply-side result), while contributing in a posi-
tive way to the growing revenue needs of
goverment.

Edward J. Dodson

. Fage
Federal Land Tax
Fegally Permissible

HGFA member Dr John Toppen ol Ha
Chun vecentdy se ‘m 118

'E"t*i(W}

i6ih Amendment w the
amendment says that "Congress shall hav
power to lay and collect tages on ncome
from whatever source dertved, without a
p(:hsuﬂfswﬁi AT the
withoirt regard 10 any Census or enumer:
won.”

Wouldn't &
levy a federal tand value tax? Such a 1
wonld be p tax on ncome, in shis case, it
come from land,

The current inCome ax exempls man
forms of income: Couldit Congress ena
a-tasx o which wouldrexemprali forms of U
corae except ncome from land?

Section 2 of the eoriginal Constittto
statedd that “direct taxes shall be appo
tioned among the several siates which g
be included within this Union, according i
their respective numbers.” In those day

“Wirect taxes” meant polland property tax
and this might be consirued to be a limit
tiorr on the means by which a land valu

several SLELE0S, A

g allow Cong

tax fwhich could be congidered a propert
taxn) could be levied. Bot in the st plac
this wondering does nor prohibit a lay
vatue tax; and secondly, this provision ¢
the original Consticution has been super
ceded by the 16th Amendmeni passed
1333,

In shory there is no legal pz‘uhih%tiq
against a {ederad land value tax. Only th
will 19 lacking. Lets conspder it a challeng
instead of an obstacie.

The Written Word
Lives

Lo and behold! what pops out of the il
of HGFA/CSE but five letters from Henr
George, replete with his sigaature. The
refer to the Spanish translation of Progres
& Poverty and were writien in the 1896
to Sefior Magin Puig, Calle Villarrok
78:2:2a, Barcelona, Spain.

It is up te us to make his name fameou
once again by getting city after city to adop

. the two-rate property tax and then an un

adulterated LVT with a consequent reduc
tion in taxes on other income.

We also have an original letter from Johs
Dewey.

We will put these lettes on display at som¢
forthcoming annual meeting of HGFA
CSE.

“Today, of every 100 people who reacl
age 65, only two are financially indeperi
dent; 2% must continue working, and 7!
must depend on friends, chairty or rel;
tives!” U.S. Department of Labor
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venotional information,

anately, city oili w alre

son and Yeaiman were invited back m De-
cember o meet with theis full counal dur-
ing thew budger deliberations. Time ran

vul, maolar as HISE was concerned, before

guestions ahbouwt LYT could be rescived.
Several council members, however, expres-
sedd hopes for nexs year.

For Georgist
“Gomior {itieons”

Suffer

the mopes

P
2RFFCE R ff;“i B

ey be unbappy. loneb

e way would be o mount vour own
crusade to help change vour part of the
woild - 10 make sure your legisiaie

other “movers and shak T know of the

increasing recognition and appreciation of
LY. S0 easv o do by using OSF's new
promotional postal packets! (See below for
details.)

“after all is said and done, — there’s a fot

more said than done . . .”

psblications.

mail” packet with your order.

Promotic

Awvailable on Two-Rate Tax

There is now & wealth of editorials and artcies faverable to the
twa-rale property tax that have sppeared recently in local and nationsl

Have you been keeping vour local legistators informed of this prog-
ress? I not, whether beeause of shypess or lack of opporiunity, why
not enlist the aid of your friendly mailoan? Just send for CSE's new
packet of latest reprings that vou can hand or mail to vour local mayor,
councibmembers and other officisls. enclose 1 for each “ready-iee

A great way, even for the would-be “armechair” sctivist; to help
bring the LYY bandwagon to your fown!

{ Packers

“Twelve Ways to
Sell Tax Reform”

If yons haven’t yet vead “Twelve Ways to
Sell Property Tax Reform,” an article by
P.I Prentice - you should. Reprints of this
article which appeared in the American
Joural of Economics and Sociology are av-
ailabie 10 any HGFA or CSE member for
25¢. just write to headquarters.

It Again!
There he goes again! Bob King has re-
cently extracted another Henry George Day
Proclamation from Governor James
Thompson of Hlinois. It is easy-to-get pub-
licity, Bob says, and their requestor gets a
very pretty proctamation for his wall and

the movement gets another publicity boost.
What about you doing likewise?

King

Name CSE as “Contingent Beneficiary”

Many of our supporters have family obligations and, understandably, can-
not make sizable charitable gifts in their wills, However, our charitable
institution can be named the contingent beneficiary under a will - to bene-
fit only if there are no surviving close family members.

A contingent life insurance designation. A husband’s life insurance policy
often provides that the proceeds are to be paid to his wife. If she does not
survive him, they are to be divided equally among his children. Sometimes
no designation is made beyond the wife and children.

A good plan. A number of individuals désignate our charitable instituti.on
as the contingent beneficiary, should there be n¢ surviving clese family

members.

Chur Contributors

fmay God

¥ b iy

AT D A
alifornia
Mew York

Pe fuaris

Cibvies

Arironi
Marviand, North: Carofina
Connecticut. Oregon, Virginia

Colorado, Michigan

bless them

i
i

Pebistrbusion o omr rosbing-ie
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S

CGeorgs, Washington D.C.

Delaware
Tydiana, lows, Minoesnia,

Mew Hampshire, Toxas, Wisconsin
Mebraskas

Mevada, Uah, Washingion
Eentucky, South Carolina,
Tennessee, Vermon

Adask ¥

We also are proud to have membeyrs fror

15 {oreign countries and they are:

Canzda

Asistraba

Great Britain

Denmark, New Zealand
Netherlands

Dominican Republic, Eire,

Finldnd, Japan, Mexico, Republic of

South Africa, Sweden, Tunisia,
West Germany

Although most of our real-world victorie
come in Pennsylvania, it is to be noted tha
most of our mailing-list members are frorg
outside that state. It is alsc remarkable hoy
many members we have from Canada.

In the future we will try to win victorie
outside of Pennsylvania, but Georgists ar
cosmopelitans and we feel certain the
favor the idea of concentrating our effort
where they will get the most results (righ
now, Pennsylvania). When our Bandwago:
really gets moving, then other states ani

other nations, here we come!

For whatever it’s worth, here is an analysi
of our membership contributions last year:

Contribution MNumber of
Contributors Ameountg
Contribution
%1-49 147 $284
$50-99 47 2,52
$ 160-999 16 2,98
$ 1000+ 3 7,10

It was one of our belter years.



The {urse

¥ found the article, The Curse of Partl
san Polities ™ v : ey

clowyy

ab o ger THEIR share andd gee

re-ciected, They have no comprehension .

of & TRILLION dolisy debn load.

Fow can you cut spending in 2 democ-
racy, where each special interest group
thinks iv's all vight as long as he gets HIS

T e
snpayey

“Chick™ (C.0.) Reinbart
Mayor of Pakm City
B.G. Box 501

Patem City, FL-53450

entine Georgism

I am enclosing materizl related 1o Argen-
tina, my country, where Georgism is actu-
aily improving.

a) PREDICA i a magazine whose editor
is Dir. Anvonio Manuel Molnart, lawyer and
economist, with 45 vears at the sevvice of

ence to the cities
of  Pisshurgh,  Sevanon,  Harnsburg,
MeKeesport and New Casile. The idide of
the article i1s: “No tengo plata para nada
dijo el Intendente Saguier” (I have no
money for anything said Mavor Saguer).
This 1sthe maver of Buenos Alres. the cap-
ital of Argenting, with a populaton of three
millien inhabitants and the mostimportant
economic land rent in the couniry. There-
fore PREDICA has invited Mavor Saguier
to contact the magazine in order to be m-
formed of the Pennsylvaniz cities men-
tioned and, of course, how to get plenty of
money. Also to pay a visit to Pittsburgh.
b) PARTIDO DEL PUEBLO is a new
political people’s party in Argentina but
Georgist 100%. It was founded by Dr. Héc-
tor Rail Sandler; an ex-meémber of the
House of Representatives in Argentina and
related too to Argentine Georgism.

{eoy

Juan Carlos Zuccotti
Graduate of Henry George Institute

4339 Pine Street, Apt. 4
University City
Philadelphia, PA 193104

READERS — PLEASE WRITE!

We will try to print as many letters
as possible within the limits of the space
available. At the very least we will sum-
marize all letters received, if addressed
o —

The Editor, Equar Ricirrs, 580 North
Sixth Street, Indiana, Pa. 15701

gy ) —
rite Letters!
BMany of cor USE members are getling
i lent

1w ation and the

soply reprinted in fee.
cotumps of aowspapers. A
o of gur letters have been reprue:
phares long dended (o us the New York
Times and the Wall 5 Journal

What zhout vou? What leners have vou
had printed lately? Have vou at least written
some  even though they haven't been
prisged? In this vegard, what do vou miend
te do within the next month?

An example of 2 letter printed i s news-
paper by one of cur members is the follow-
ing from the pen of Woodrow W, Williams
which -appesred in the - !Findlay, Ghio

“Courter (7/13/84). “Farar leaders unwit=

tingly work feverishly for ‘property tax re-
et which benefis urban fand speculators
mere than family farmers who have actuaily
been driven from the land by the high land
prices resulting from low assessiments on it!
Buildings and other maprovements are
taxed heavier, and those whe build, im-
prove or produce are faxed more via in-
come and sales or excise taxes.

“It’s high time to review Henry George's
docirine for sound solutions”

Senator Arlen Specier reporis that he ve-
ceived 548,684 letters in 1983 — in excess
of 2,000 letters for every workimg day. This
indicated that letters to senators, the presi-
dent and governors may noi be particularly
eftective, although letters to state legis-
lators, cousicil. members and city and state
officials can be very effective because they
wi] be read; and there won't be many letters
(as yet) on our issue. Write to the latter
group, not the former.

No to VAT

Editor Spectrum:

You editorial of March £6 supporting a
Valie Added Tax to offset an out of control
deficit, totally ignores the criteria for a good
tax outlined by Adam Smith more than two
centuries:ago.

VAT, as most other taxes, bears heavily
on production, increasing the price of
goods, diminishing demand and therefore
employment and investment opportunities.

A tax on land values meets the crijeria
tor a good tax.

Farl A. Hanson
Cedar City, Utah

No HGFA member gets more letters-to-
the-editor published than Utahgin Earl
Hanson. He keys his letters to current is-
sues.

‘%}age
ETAR-LEDGER /2984

pverdne for the Ng

The sime s long

feal with ve
Sen. Peter Garibaldi for brngin
matter o the public’s

Ie is rrue thad g 18X on anprove

affeiion.

punishes the homeowner who maintaiy
and mnproves his home, while the man wh
leis his property deteriorate is rewarded
lower assessments. T his socially undesivaly

and economically unfair e can be elim
nated by removing the tax from mprow
ments, as recomimnended by Sen. Garibaldt
the property tax is two entirely differes
taxes put i the same package; one ax o
the building, the other tax on the land.

is ke a package of sugarasnd salt. The i

o the hlding 187 & bivter tag;the wx o

the land is a sweet tax.

The application of this tax reform inse
eral cities in Pennsylvanis confirms the:
bemefits. The property fax surely nee
changing, bui lets keep the sweet part an
get vid of the ber part.

By, Herman A. Lazaar
Hobart Professional Building
Perth Amboy, NI §8881

Pamphlet Available

fong-rime Georgist and HGFAMS
member George Lugg has prepared a ver
attractive pamphlet with some unusal ides
O course, there is our Usual Rex ampl
delineated therein.

This easy-to-readd pamphlet is availabl
to our members for $1. It is entitded “Need
For Good Living” and is published by Goo
Living Inc., Mr. Lugg's own organizatior
Readers may wish to get ideas on how the
could publish their cwn thoughis for publi
distribution.

quests Help
Spread the Word

To members and friends who wish t
help assure the future spread of the lan
value tax by means of provisions in thei
wills, the following general form of beque:
is suggested:

I give, devise and bequeath to Henx
George Foundation of America, 2 not
profit charitable corporation organize
under the laws of Pennsylvania, with heac
quarters at Indiana, Pa., and its successor,
fovever, the gift of $———— (or otherwis
describe the gift).

The Board of Trustees of the Foundatio
welcomes any inquiries about bequests. It
terested persons are also advised to discu
such provision with their counsel to mak
certain their wishes are properly fulfilled
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hopoving svonomist Henry George,
Meow, 18, 15884

The man we are commemaorating today
was widdely known and respected in s own
fine. Mis books sold by the millions. His
nwia‘sngn;r';s;'i{-‘:ﬁ; thrilled e his vision of &
:{}é‘ﬁﬁu iy which eve
agoess 1o the m;p{wm sitdes afforded by a
bounteous Naiure, Many reformers of the
Progressive generation which followed him
traced their first interest in reform w an
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_early resding of his chict work, Progress

and Poverty.

Six cities in Pennsylvania have found a
way o counter thetr urban decay and de-
cline by miroducing a2 modilication of
Henry George’s land value wx: they are
taxing buildings at a lower property tax rate
and land at an increasingly higher rate.

No wonder a pumber of other cities in
Pennsvivania will shortly be adopting the
two-rate and-oriented property tax.

Ie mgkes you think: if a moderare shife
in taxes off buildings and onto Yand 15 caus-
ing a noticeable construction spurt in the
few citiey which have oied i, what would
happen i they continued to increase the
fand tax rate until they were collecting a
substantial propértion of the rental income
of ind? Couldn't we expect these cities 10
experience a major rejuvenation then? And
whar 1 all cities across the land were to do
Bkewse? Couldn’t we then expect the na-
tonal cconomy w spurt {orward, leaving
unemployment and poverty far behind?

There s sutisfaction in knowing that
Peansylvania, Henry George’s home state,
is 1 the forefront in applying his reform
proposal o our economic ills. Ler us hope
that the ity v which he was born will soon:
do likewise. That would be a most fitting
tribute 1o the memory of Henry George.
bl even more important, it would be a
great biessing to the cty’s peor and un-
employed.

Tax Revolt Guide

Colin Bonner, a foremost supporter of
the Foundatiorr and the Center, has pre-
sented us with some exira copies of “The
Taxpayer’s Guide to Effective Tax Revelt”
by Sheldon Engelmayer and Robert Wag-
man. This book contains practical sugges-
tions on how to initiate tax reform in your
community. Gopies are available to our
members at the cost of $1 for as long as
they last.
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Motable & Quotable

Fromi Henry '{y{’(}i:;‘f 5 ‘“z'/)f;rimss‘ezf

Poveriy, " eriginaily peblished v 875

The made of faxation s, i fact, qulie
as imporiani as the 85!‘95&25!? : wiafi
burden badly placed m 5 & horse
that could carry with m:a? ‘; famch larger
i ps“{)p?}‘mf &ﬁju&szé:{.; s a pEople may be
pnpoverishied and thelr power of producing
weullh destroved by taxation, which, i tev-
ted anciher way, could be borme with

[t ician
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LOTTERY LUCKT The mayor of West
Homesiead, Pu., wanis the borough's 32
workers and elected officials o ehin in 82 2
month each and buy Penansylvaniz Lotio
iickets in hopes that someone wilt kit the §1
miliion Jackpot, With the winnings, Mayor
Joha Dindsk wants to give pay ralses, cul
laxes and repave roads.

£ ® #

EEAGAR READIES 5 hard 1985 push for
enterprise-zones legsiation to fure business
to depressed ity areas. His aldes think
House Democrits, mcluding Wavs and
Meuns Chairman Rostenkowski, will drop
their election-year opposilion. Bul some
mayors say the proposed number of Zonesg
must be expanded from 75 to perbaps 360,
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Forgep the Malthusian clupirap
abowt overpopulation and exhausted
soil. The worst famines i the world
today are political.

Gandhi's seven sins

l Weaith without work.

. Pleasure without conscience.

. Knowledge without character.
- Commerce without morality.

. Stience without humanity.
Worship without sacrifice.

. Polities witheut principle.

-.t_chr.n.nc_.-ah.

Center for the Study of Economics
580 N. Sixth St.
Indiana, Pa. 5701
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Vo make this goal reabiy

More _;1.}&)\‘ T aia there soon must e,
To spread this message o'er th carth

o

fust taw the land for what s wovthe
Eeduce the tax on what man builds,
And on it carnings through his skiils.
Faiv chance for all then there would be
As none would gain through monoapoly:

An equal chance to work and hve
This shift of taxes all would give,

AL present, land’s held out of use,

And s0 because of thas abuse,

As owners wail lor greater gain,

Al land i use, i's very plan
Commands more price than itis worth;
Than if of land there was no Jdearth,
For what gives value to the land,

But, as connmunities expand,

The people’s need for exira land?
Thus PEGPLE make land values grow,

To thern this increment should go

For bepefits both high and low,
Improvement then would give emplovmes
And more people find enjovment.

Mew hope through true free enterprise
Would give cach one what land supplies:
Besides a place 1o work and live

Our food and clothes the land must give
C.J. Ewing

(Former HGFA Trustee)

“He who waits to do a great deal of gog
at once will never do anything.” (Samu
Johnson, 1709-1784)
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