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Activities

Pittshurgh City Counell voted to raise $23
million in extra revenue for 1879 by a 48~
mill land value tay increase rather than ip-
creasing the wage tax. Pitisburgh's tax rate
on land is now nesrly four times the tax rate
on butldings, no longer the old 2:1 ratic! We
are arranging for a siudy of the impact of
this tax inerease on ihe city’s economic de-
velopment. The study will be conducted by
the center for Local Tax Research. Preli-
minary statisticslook very enecuraging. We
may be on the verge of a real breakthrough!

Harrisburg and Allentown nearly exiended
ot introduced the Incentive Tax. We lost 4-3
in both couneils, but prospects kock bright
for pext year.

Y our president has addressed the following
organizations: Pennsylvania Council on
Urban Economic Development (CUED); Pa.
Intergovermenial Couneil; Pa. Planning
Associgiion; Pa. Community Development
Sociely {others alsol.

We have funded Nadine Stoner’s expenses in
Wiseonsin, Wylie Young's in eastern Pa.

We have heiped fund a new branch of the
Ineentive Tax League in the Delaware Val-
iey.The guiding lights are Dick Biddie and
Drony Hurford.

We have given substaniial suppori to Bl
Newesomiy's Media Foundation. He is a Flori-
dian and vice president of HGFA.

We have made a grant of $1,000 to Walt
' Rybeck’sresearch study in Washington, D.C.
It eould prove conclusively that LYT spurs
seonomic growth,  (coni'd en Pege Twol

Progress and Poverty Centennial

Georgists from New York, Pennsylvania,
Delawsre, New Hampshire,New Jersey and
Maryiand celebrated the centennial of
Progress and Poverty with 2 working con-
ference and an evening banquet on Seplem-
ber 15th. The keynote speaker for the eon-
ference was Dr. Phillip Finkelstein whose
address set the tone for the day-"Land Value
Taxation-Possibilities for the Eighties.” The
workshops {oeused on political and educatl-
onal setion, highlights of the San Frapcisco
conference and o pane! discussion on ihe
energy crisis with a Georgist perspective.

This was the second annual conference
sponsored by the Henry George School and
the Incentive Tax League, Delaware Valiey
Chapter which had been formed last year s
the resuit of intense interest in political
activity in the Philadelphia area. The day
ended with a walking tour of historical sites
in Philadelpia that had been preminent in
the life of Henry George. Donald Hufford
received recgnition for the responsibility of
the success of the conference.

The evening belonged 1o Henry George,
via George Collins, banquet Chairman, who
brought together for the celebration Agnes
DeMilis, Willizm Coyne, the PiitsburghCity

Councilman responsibie for the success in
his eity of ineressing LYT; Thatcher Long-
streth of Philadelphia, Chairman of the
Chamber of Commeree gnd former candi-
date for Mavor; several] other city officials
and Congressiman, Henry Reuss, Chairman
of the House Banking Commiiiee and a sup-
porter of Land Value Taxation,! Each guest
added tributes to the importance of Henry
George's message 1o our problems of today
and added amusing snecdoies to keep the
evening light and interesting. The banquet
was held in the historical Second Bank of
the United States providing a fitting setting
for such an important event.

The day and evening were not only ones
for celebration, but for renewed encourage-
meni {0 eontinue the work of spreading the
possibilities of what Land Value Taxation or
the Single Tax (depending vpon how radical
vou wish to be) to cities, politicians and
others who are suffering from the effects of
land speculation and iis corsequeneces. 1t is
wonderful indeed to meet famous people, but
to hear them share their support for what
Georgisis are doing and to hear from others
about successes helps all involved in the
movement enthusisstically meet another
100 yeers of Progress and Poveriy!
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HERES THE MOST LIEELY WAY
THE LAND VALUE TAX CGULD

SPREAD ACROSS THE WORLD

WITHIN THE NEXT TEN YEAERS

I s government were o collect the full
rental vatue of land from every landowner
and then digiribofe ¥ equally fo ail adueit
eitizens, then all these things would be
iruer

*  Eweryone's morsl right of equsi
access to the resources of Nature
would be honored,

F o Tares on laboy and eapiisl would not
be redoced, but a8 least some of
those layes would really be charges
for povernment services repdered,

* o Owver 30% of the volers would gat
more mobey back {rom the govern-
ment a5 thelr egual share of the land
vent fund than they would putl in a3
rent for the land they own.

The ftrst 1wo poinls are obvious butl the
third & something o eonjure wilh
think: the aversge American owns abo
$19.460 worih of land For verificalion, soe
v S8 in "Catalystt™) For s family of Tour,

that eomes to $78,000, but very few such
families own that muehland value! Noteven
18%, more than Hikely.

Approximately one-third of the popula-
tion owns no land &t all. Al those families
gwning less than the average wouldputinio
the jand rent fund less, usually much less,
than the equal share they would get baek,
The matr point then is: wouldn't they favor
sueh an income redisiribution, and wouldn'y
the polificians urging [T win immediate sup-
part? '

Most landowners end certasnty all ten-

anis would not have to part with any moeney
ai 8ll, Theirrent debt for the land thes
and thelr equai share of the Land Rent Fund
eoutd be ealeuiaied in advane
debt woutd then be dedusted frow their
equal shere and each vear they would get o
rebate or i you wish, 8 National Dividend,
Most people wouldn'l have to pay in any-
thing but would get & sizesble rebate e

stead. What sell -vespeciing laxpayer-voter

{ince You've Seen
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One canmot
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Howard
Fast’s Freedom Road | washapoy insee that

vigw  §hese

ine imporiance was 80
strongly siressed in this story of the recon—
struelion are of our hisiory, The book is
about much more, bul tells a litle-known
atory that all should Koow, As 4 {sacher |
recommend 11 o junicr high and high schoot
studernis.

Palttempd inmy leaching and in my daily
contacts 1o potnt out “Lhe Catl” whenever it
surfsces io reinforee Georgist idess but also
1o encoursge those people (o leck for the
Cat on their awn!

Fenny Colgan
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would fail to support sveh a scheme? Onty
those very few who would pay in mere than
thev would take outl and who could not see
the moral mperative involved would oppose

the ides.

The reason, of course, why most volers -

would benefit from this land value tax ap-
proach iz that most land values are owned
by corporations and & few wealthy individu-
2l

The revenue from the Land Reni Fund
eouid surely be used to reduce taxes on
tabor and capital. That would satisfy the
moral imperative but ils political appeal
would be decidely less because tax savings

s ]

save much less voter appeal than an out-
right government rebate to gl voiers,

The way 1o start this npew aproach is o
lei individual localities vote by popular ref-
erenduin o introduce it. Adlvining areas
could then vole {0 join the originalliocslifies
uniil the whole couniry i won over, [T could
be done in the United States if individusl
slate laws permitied it, but | eouid see how
the idea mighi be firsi iried out in an under-
developed coundry somewherse—if we could
make the (dea more widely known.

The Land Rent BEefund would be easily
large encugh to put everyone above the pov—
erty lne. IL might be so high a8 10 encour-

age idleness on the part of some lagy recipi-
enis so L would probably be wise o dovote
ai lesst some of the Land et Fund to low-
ering taxes. iy addiiion, one conld hope that
with poverty abolished, laxes could be
reduced for that reason alone.

wWell, it's not the Bingle Tax but 5 15 the
government colleciion of the land rent. And

s appeal s unconisstable-provided we -

make it known to one and all.

Steven Cord-

{eont'd Trom Page One)
W have funded s booth at the Pe.Lespue of
Cities conveniionin May, Valushis contaels

regpited,

We are arrangig LYT studies [n New Castle
and Umicntown, preparaiory to intveducing

LVT messures in those Pennsylvania cilies.

 We have respondad to reguests for LVT

information from ety and siate officisls in
Portiand, Maine, and Providence, KL, also
North Caroline and indiana; elsewhere also.,
We have supporied such ventures as Teriius
Chandler'snewsletier, Tim Lefever's Act'78
Conferenee in Washington, DO, and Dagn
Sultivan's Incentive Tax League {(Pgh.)

inity

Eqgisal Righis, our cuarterly, conlinue
tenthvear of publieation. Fourissues will be
published by ihe end of this vesr under the
editorship of Penny Colgar. '

We were one of the prime sponsors of ihis
year's Cenlennial Conference in San Fran-
ciseo, and we are one of the undevwriters of
& TV film made at the Conference for show-
ing on public television across the nation.

Unon the advice of new Trustes Diek Biddle,
we have purchased one of ithe few extant
copies of the Author's Edition of Progress
gnd Poverty. If our political efforts nre sue—
cessful, then we will zoom the price of the
book far Deyond the $408 we paid for it Bo
gei out there and politic for the cause o
protect curinvestment! Meanwhile weli use
it for display at coenventions and for oiber
publicily.

Whenwe visit Harrisburg’s mayor inGotober
and a&iso ifry 1o exiasblish & HGFA group
there, it will be your contributions funding
travel expenses {and those of like trips slse-
where

We are running & PEF course in Pitisburgh
to replensh cur ranks in that key oity,

We have publisheda 130-page book auihored
by SHC entitled Catalyst! I hes ten chap-
ters detailing the LVT siory in meodern
termé. Among other features, i1 shows how
# land value tax could raise revenus amourn-
ting to mere then one-fifth of the national
income. I vou would dike to buy & copy, en-
elose ap additional 85 with your annusal con-
iribution witha noie that it is for Catalysi?
Steve Cord
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from three of ?h@:‘m and generous contr
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We made lemt s ot radio, the Hisck
Press, the Coliege Po and the *Smﬁi}e?
Press'. Radio was most productive, and if
our funds eould have been mmedistely in
creased, we beliove we might have devel-

oped a following among several hundred

radio stations on & weakly basis,

OF the 21 men who signed the writer-
questionnaire, we wers able to depend upon
Frank Helson, Rebert King and Wilbur John-
son. These three sent good stovies o s regu-
iar hasiz,

Even cutling corners, cach mallng cost
over $325. When our bank balance hovered
ar :}u*‘;d %3 %ﬁ we changed courses. Two

?meé thet we could pnol
if we were {0 recsive our

(2} ndator’ al and sales costs, massive
printing/postage/mailing  costs  {even

with our volunieer sluffersiwould very

quickly empty our bank account.

tlere is where we changed course... Gur
Executive Board made the desizion 1o offer
posi-publication granis and awards for
seripts for TV documentaries and for arti-
cles published in nationally  circulated
magazines that relsted {0 land valus
iaxation. David Hapgood had dope it with
articles in AMERICAN HERITAGE
HEW REPUBLIC,

¥We have been ip coninet with the real
estaie editors of 260 {og—eireulation news-
papers; willh 508 writers of the American
Sociely of Journalists aned Authors; slso with
the members of lnvestigative Reporters and
Editors, Ine. — all professionals.

At the centennial in August, there will
e many papers delivered on ways fo make s
breakihrough of the medis hlackout ob Land
yalug taxationWe hope 1o be able to iell
you that we bave made that break-through.

Sixteen ples some ¢f them 10 to 20
s long—on land monopoly {we reprinted
‘& Harper's artlcle, with permission) and land
valye taxation gooy to each writer on re-
guest. The enciosed {green) Prospectus is
telling the professionsl writers what Media
Foundgiton for Land Eeonemies ean do {or
them.

The grants-and-awards program doesnot

and

syndiogtion 2l
in fo@rﬂg these
%&m we felt that you

gmgm and szwamw
Georgists beliave todey like you did in 1978,
when we started our project, that Media

Foundationfor Land Eeonomics had & speei~
sl goal o fuifill — o bring land sconomies

k=3
he public ihrough

o5

the media ., . ... that

vou would again contribute generously like
VO mf? tefore.

fas reduced our bank balance to $1,100. We
urgenily need the generous kinds of checks
you sent before——§25, 350, $100. $208 and

EHTIN

Willinm W. Neweomb, President
EEE S R R

Drear Ms Colgan:

Iam writing te you becsuse 1 felt our
G”"‘?‘g%’s?s friends might wish to know about
& book that has just been republished. Yes-

terday I recoived 8 coby.

The book here referred o s my hus
bawd's The Economies of Tazatlon, {irst pub-
lished in 1824 by Henry Holl snd Company
and reprinted in 1938 by Lucas Brothers

e

plement each other and would supply infor

{Colombisl &
Chiesgo ﬁ'ﬂm&
sdition.

The wide merging, goud pring and eovers
make this an atirsetive book and sigoe s
peperback the price probably will Be as
it's possible these days, ve not
yei tearned of the price but should have that
information scon.

On the back cover sre 1wo para
one g guotation from g review by Haney
Strnons, Journal of Politiest Heanmy 007
after the book was fivst published, The other
iz by Professor Arpcld C. Harberger, Uni-
versity of Chicago. These two quotes com-

moderate as

raphs:

(o

mation for a brief neties, should you wish 1o
have one, I don't knew gbout whether or not
permission would have 1o be obiained from
the University of Chicago Press.

In case you wish to secure a vopy of this
book vou ean weite to Mr, Clark Flint, Asst
1o the Paperback Editor, The University of
Chicago Press, 5861 Elis Avenue, Chicags,
ik, BUG2T.

From June 20th unill ssrly Beplembor
my address will be Rb #1, Box 788, Uen
tral Lake, blich,, 48622,

Elizabeth B, Brown
{Mirs., Harey Cunnison Beown)

nce Youwve Seen the Cat....

Steven Cord, proiific editor of Ineen-
tive Taxation, Fresident of ouwr organiza-
lion and professor of History st Indiana
University, indiana, Pa., has done again
whal Georgists constanily promise —
written a book! The bocok, & collesiion of
some of Cords most useful articies from
"icentive Taxation™ joined with a major~
ity of new ones is scorrectly named —
CATALYSET! & catalyst it 8! Ovganized
into chapiers begiming with the "Fropo-
sel" and going through each segment of
soclety which would be affected by it and
ending with "Successful Where Tried"
These easily readable and concise articles
give the reader a1l the practicat informe-
tion, coupled with conerete examples and
Gicar expisnations of whal is being pro—
posed 1o meet a friend {or converssiion
i over coffes, see a politician about chang-
ing his/her position on taxetion, address a
civie growp which is concerned about
the disappearing wilderness or urban
blight or just 1o enlighten oneself about

: u
ew Georgist

Baok Reviewed
our eurrent ecopomic probisms  ang
whal Georgists propose (o do sbout them,

The book ends witha chapter, "History
and Prospectives,” which traces the b
tory of land lenure, deseribes the fore-
runners of Henry George, gives an excel-
lent sketeh of Henry George and his life
end then discusses what has happenad in
the world and, specificslly, in the US
George's desth both polili-
eally and economioaliy.

Anyoire who has consistenily read
Cord's Incentive Taxatlion i3 femiliar
with hiz enjovable sivie snd strong
search, Catalyst combines th
move-it gives vou within oue sofibsck
cover ali the information vou will need o
beginoregrry on vour sampalgi. With the
helidays spproaching, it makes an e
lent gift {0 people vou wish to eonvinee 1o
e Georglst perspective. Coples can be
orderedirom HGFA Headguarters, 580 .
Sixth Si., indiana, Pa, 15701, for five
dollars & copy.

[T Y———

since Henry

]

1




terview with loshua Rkomo

Time Magazine had this interview with
Joshus Mkomo who i in London for the
peace conference plamming the future of
Zimbsbwe. 4 previcus issus of LR carvied
another quote from him that sounded Georg-
ist. He has the "press” of being & Merxist,
but this statement sounds more Georgist 1o
me.

FIME — Oct. 29, 1979 with
Josimo Nkomo in London

@. The most erucial issue belween you and
the British beeame that of land nationsaliza-
tion and compensation. What will be the
effect of your land policy?

A. ¥f the U.8. had not stepped in, it would
mave Deen very difficult to move on this
question. The war is about land, and the
British wereprotecting the settler element’s
right to keep land o themselves. But this
does not mean we want to rob the white
settlers of their land. The whiles are an
sssential part of the ecuniry and therefore
they must have some land as eitizens. Only
that land that is not fully utilized will be
made available to other people. This ar-
rangement would affect perhaps half of the
white~conirolied land. Private ownership i8
& foreign ideclogy. Our system is that the
tand is yours for as long as you work it, and
the fruits of your labor belong fo you. Bul
you don't own . It's the people's property.

President’s Corner

Eisewhere in this issue there ppears &
tist of some of the 1979 activities of your
Foundstion. | would call it a lengihy one
that we can be very proud of,

1 would especially csll your attention to
these iwo activities:

THE GREAT PITTSBURGHE VICTORY.
This could be a breakthrough for us becauss
ihe tand value tax increase waslarge enough
to produce measurable benefits, which we
are just now siudying. And more such vie-
tories seem to be in the offering.

THE PUBLICATION OF CATALYST! i
refer to this event with some reluciance as}
am ihe modest suthor of the book. Butsales
are going well so far, and I myself have been
able to use il with some effectiveness
among politicians (you eould, too!) and
preity soon the Foundation will have recoy-
erad iis money.

Among the many lopics treated in the
book is ihe total annual revenue which a

106% iand value tax could produce. [ arrived
at & conservalive estimate of $440 billion,
based on the best statisties availeble {U.8.
Conference Poard study) and updated io
1980, That amounis to §0% of all U.S. {axes
to be levied in that year! And it is a truly
conservative figure.

Readers may order a copy of thisbook at
five doliars from the Foundation headquar
ters (580 N. Sixth St., Indiana, Pa. 15701)

Back to the Foundation's list of activi-
ties: you may have seen it before. It aecom-
panied the Foundation's annual contribution
ieiter recently sent out fo HOF A members.
I you think your past contributions have
been well spent, then you'll want to give
again this year. If you have not already res-’
ponded, please know ihat we intend to send
oni ne reminder letters - you can let this
message be your reminder,

Keep in touch - we hope to report some

new viefories soon.
Steven Cord
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