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FRON OUR FALL ISSUR

" To keep you informed of the in—
ereasing activities of the Long Is—
land Extension of the Henry Georpe

School, a newsletter will be pub-
tished cuarterly. We hope that, as
graduates of one or several coursesy
you will take advantape of. our
various programs. an this way our

'ﬂCtiVitieS can £row; ot h 1nnum— et e i+ e

ber and varieby. -

| WINTER/SPRING. CLASSES

| The second course being offered
by the Henry George School on Long '
Island is CONTIMPORATY ISSUES. We hope
that all of you who "stuck™ with us
throurh 211 or most of Procress and
Poverty will feel encouraged Lo en-
roil in this next course. ' :

Hde will devote each evening's

iscussion to one of & variety of
topics which will include Public- Debt &
Deficit Spending vs. A Balanced Budget,
Rerulation: Too HMuch or Not Fnough,
The Tizhts of lan, Unemployment, Con-
centration of Political Power, Cohcen-
~tration of Wealth, The sessions will
make use of eurrent events as well as

5

Georse's Socidl Problems.

. The classes‘are scheduled at:
Bellmore~Merrick ab Brookside Jr.

HeS.;8:00PH, Mondays;starts -Jan 26,rm 118

"Oceahside'at Oceanside H;s;; 72 30PH,

Moﬁdays; starts Jan 26, rm NL20

| Levittown: at Machrthur HeSi; 7:30PM,
Hednésdays; sharts E@Tf'ﬁ:,ﬁm'301A

£

PROGRESS AND POVERTY
FALL COURSES COMPLELIED

‘Prosress and Povertv, which is the basic
ourse offered by the Henry Leorge School, was
s

o
taupht this fall in five school districts in
T -

Nagsau County.

. The abridred text and a totally revised
syllabus was used in the Fall of "7% on a

trial-basis in two classes. - This Fall all the

five ¢lasses used the abridred text and the re-
vised syllabus. The text was supplemented with
three of Henry George's speeches (available in

“pamrhlets from the 8chool) and a Harper's
LRRE s I

mapazine article on LAND (Jan'79).
je praduated aboub 80 students,  We hope
to see all of you in CONTEMPORARY ISSUES.
{See left columns) o
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‘A SPEAKERS' BUREAU TO BRING LAND VALUE
TAYATION (LVT) TO THE COMMUIITY

Some of our students and friends have
suggested that the essence of Henry George's
concept of LVT should be distilled into a "one-
shot" speech that can be offered to civiec, [ra-
ternal and religious organizations on Long
Tsland, " These organizations frecuently are
looking for new, different programs. And with
reassessment in the local newspapers almost
every day, a talk on LVT should encounter
interested,.receptive*(?)'audiences. Is this
true? Would your organization be interested?
Give us some feedback. o -

P

HRIHR R RRHRRR p—
CRITICISMS -OF HENRE GEORGE

Alumni -have been taking a course bearing
the title of this article. Our instructor is
Phil Wurtzel, a long time devotee of Henry
George. The basis for the course is Phil's .

.tape library of his readings (which Phil re-

corded) of selected passages from the works of
notable economists, philesophers and social
scientists. Phil first addresses the class

on the session's tovie; e.g., the welfare
state; and then he plays selections from his
tapes. We average 10-12 students a session.
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Six faculty members of the Henry Georrgs
Schoel in teams of twe discussed IpOTary
issues with Stan Eubensﬁelﬁ, directer of the
School's Long Isiand extension, 2s mﬂderator.
He literally tatked to ourseives in a DOX iwe

were in the recording studio taping some rmle
talk vhows)

- Station WVHC (28,7 M) 4id the taping
and broadeasting (Tuesd C7:30-8:00 PH,
Get. 7th throuzh Dec, ﬁnd. Did any of you
hear any of them, They were publicized ﬁn
- the Fall issue of this newsletter.

Y35,

= “Ye would appreciste any feedbacky but-of
particular cencern would be knowledge of jour
interest in Havins them rebroadcasted; that is,
‘ the more interesting ones. We would then ask
the Station teo reschedule them,
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 PROTECTTONTSH VS, FREE TRADE
WHICH CAN (07 MUST) THE U.S. AFFORD?

. Muarray Barten, one of our Long Island
nstructors, addressed the Henry George Alumni
“Groun-of Lonz Island on this subject at our
zeneral meeting, Tuesday, Uovember Z5th,

‘ Vurray beran simply, What'is "Lrade™

but "exchange". ~And whet is "foreim trade"
but exchanre bolween individuals (or companies)
of different nations. Why trade? People trade
" because they went to accuire something. To get
it ther offer something in exchange.
menbal, ur'verual principle of free exchange 1is
that, both sides to the transaction benefit,
Trade 4is a natural
to improve their 1nd1v1dua* welfare,

 But, as ¥ urray exoiained, the prOblem‘to—
~day is that Drotectlonlom has reared its ugly

head once azain.  Individuals who are not in-
volved in the trading transaction, bub who wish

‘they were; seek to prevent the foreign trader
from participatlnp and hope to substitue them-
selves.
the automotive industry. It would rather have
the Mmerican consumer, who desires to make the
best buy he wants, to buy an American built car
raﬁher than a foreign bullt one.

‘Murray categorized the interested parties
as consumer, manufacturer, labor unlonlst,
stockholder; and the government. The consumer

wants. to buy the best possible product at the

The firnda—

devélopment among men see‘flnrr

. versified industries in this district.
The most obvious current example is in

PROTECTIONTSH FREE TRADE {cont )

d

lowest possible price. Bubt the mammfacturer
refused to provide what was wanted, & fuel
afficient car, Instead he offered sex and
beauty and this was no longer selling; and
what smell cars he did offer were simply

stripped versiong of his more expensive
models. :

wanh Lo ?)“rwn% act

Lahor unions want Jobs, The
stockholders want to maximize dividends; would
any ask management to piow profits.-back into
modernizing the company’s plants? The governe
ment isn't sure what it should do: do people

want more regulation (of twade) or less?

After the talk the audience broke up into
groups where individuals did "role playing®

- with each acting as if he were cne of the five

cateporized parties Murray described. A
collation was provided during this activity,
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THE PITTSBURGH GRADED TAX PLAN®

Land Valte Taxation (LVT) is success-
fully working, in Pittsburgh, PA. By becoming
acquainted with the record of the Graded Tax
Plan (GQIP) we mizht gain some insight as to

what we might try to accomplish in New York,

specifically in Hassau County.

The “progressive movement! was strong
during the early 1500's and was evidently
having its effect on the law mékers regard-
less of political affiliation. The way was
paved for the launching of the graded tax
movement in Pittsburgh. ‘

The plan was first sponsored by a "third
party" organjzed in 1910 when independent: and
progressive citizens throughout the state were
aroused into actior, Here was one plank in:
their platform: "We believe that the unduly .
high price of land in this country, causing
high rents for both factory and home, is the
greatest obstacle in the development of di~
“These
high prices are due largely to the speculation
in 1and by which a few individuals approprlate
to themselves the values resultlng solely from

‘the growth of the community.

*Adapted from the talk glven by Albert Flﬂk
‘at the Henry George Alumni Group meeting,.
October 7, 1980, at the Plainview Public

Library
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i In order

relieve the improvements on land from taxation,

and to this end, we favor the reduction o[ E55E 5

ments on s at the rate of 107 a
Jear for a period of [ive vmars, Lhereby reduc-
Jdng taxes on all imoroved real estabe and some-
what dincreasins them on land held out of use..
Such a pelicy would tend to reduce rents and to
cause bthe imoprovinag
' Gcneﬁlt of ali tne Deop1e b

such improvements

The. "thifd Darty“ the KeySuone Party, did
- not get anyvhere and vanished after the 1911
‘elections; but ibs nlank lasted. In January,
1912, a CGiviec Commission recommended that the
. tax rate on all buildings be fixed at only 50%

of the rate on lend, and that in order to allow

adiustment of 1nve“tments and to prevent hard-
~shins this chango should be spread over vae
years in “O stews., ) :

“The“state'1egislature-was to assemble again -

~ in January, 1913, and no time was lost in scek-
- ing the support necessary to obbain the desired
lesislatlon. Single taxers had begun efforts
severdT years earlier, Many of them were poli-
" tically minded and eager to see some steps
- taken toward the practical application of
Ceorsist. prineiples, Being active in civic
and nollt*cal affairs and enthusiastic for-
social-reformy they were inclined to seilze
every opportunily to advance their ideas., -
Many -affiliated with the Democratic party,
which was decidedly the minority, and were
frecuently nominated for important political
offices and somebtimes they were elected or
appointed to such jobs.

The single taxers were a gmall minority
group and could not -hope to win without allies.
They concelved the ldea of inducing Boards of
Trade, Chambers of Commerce and other civic
organizations to listen to single tax lec-
turers, Some of these lecturers were from
New Yorka.

Finally on February 26, 1913, a Repib-

lican representative from Pittsburgh intro-
duced the graded tax bill in the State leg—
-islature. The Republican party was in con—
trol. of both houses, but the bill had strong

support from both parties. It passed both

houses and the governor signed the bill May 13,
1913, to become law in 1911,

The newrtak came under attack but weath-
ered the storm and is riow fully accepted,
Repeal did actually pass the House and Senate

in the spring of 1915 but ihe governor vetoed

b0 remedy this, we would greatly

of 'unhused land to the great )

1

- the bill,

The ef_or? to repeal.was neb
&'mﬁh@ﬁ“&ww?ndt mﬁﬁaic interaests
continued to of fer criticism from time to

time—but the act of 1913 was never again
seriously threatened,

entirely

The dct was not optional; it was
mandatory. - The process of gradually
shifting the weight of taxation from

‘building to land was automatiec; it was

done in 10% steps every three years till

~the tax on land values was twice that on

improvements.

Tn 1976 Pittsburgh adOpted“home;rule
charter which allowed the city council to

“ehange the ‘ratio if-it-so-desired. in

1979 the ratio went to L to %, .in 1980
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Please address all correspondence tos

Henry George School

Long Island Extension

P.0. Box A3

Old Bethpage, Long Islarid, 1180h






