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"T sok no one tc accepd my views. 1 ask hin to think for
himself.” - Henry George

FROM OUR EDITORTAL DESK

Retail store windows have been transformed from the
mundane to the exirsordinsry by means of gaily descorated
displays that conform with the holidey spirit. Festive music
rides the radio whves as television caplures the vigual
spendor. Peelings of brotherhood and good will pervade the
etmosphers, allowing optimists and bumenitarians Lo take con-
fort, for a brief period st least, in man's concern for his
tegs fTortunate brethren. The indigent, the aged, the orphaned
the handicapped, the destitute--a2l1l benefit from our solici-
tude, And then the holidays are over, snd 2 "back to normal”
mwood prevails until the next round of fentivities eleven
months hence. In the meantime, compassion and bensvolence are
clogseted with the ornamenis.

e have all been witness to this phenomenon, but how
doss cne sxplain it? How is ithat so wmany willingly offer a
helping band o the unfortunate in Decenbsr, then express
regentment the rest of the year toward those who receive
public assistance, thouzh the recipients are the saome persons
in most cases? Is it because one is voluniary giving, asnd the
other cowpulsory? Perhaps so. Bubt considering that noverty
¥nows no season, mightntt it be well to bear in nind that
hunger znd want have no place in a land of plenty 23 any time
of the vesr?
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Phank vou for sending me = copy of
¥olume I Ho. 1. Congratulations to you

cut. 1 think it is ﬁﬁtfmﬁuiqﬁ and 1 enjoyed
articles it cont

3
zing, Froo my years ol @xDerie ith THE
GARGOYLE, I can app?@aiat% +that much time and »4 muast be
devoted tv such an vnderitaking. '

John T. Tetley,

Director, Henry George
School of New Jersey

Tlear Bditors:

11 was most £itting that today th% 130%h anniverssry
of the birth of Henry George, the y@ man brought me the
firet issue of LONG ISTANHD G20 im,o nick glance, it is
indeed s pithy journsl, and I shal look forward to receiving

4
subsequent issues. (This first one i1s to be my "bedtime
52
S

reading® t@%igh% an 5aem ori Lo of pile of "I must read”

matter which keseps: a

My best wisheg go to all of you, in the hope thset this
will fiourish. BEneclosed is something to take care of the
cost of hendling and postage, so you will keep me On your
mailing list.

Dorothy Sars
t 7.5, On page 3 of the L.I1,4. you give the virihday of H.G. as
Sept 21lst, whereas 1t 1s Sept 2nd .
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Editor's noie: The editorisl staff of the L.I.0G. acknowliedges
with gratitude the good wishes of 1its readers
and hope they will feel free to contribute fo
the effectiyeness of our publication by sending
us their suggestions, criticisme, and oplnions.
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The San PFrancigeo "imes" was started in November of
1866, with Henry George setting type in the composing room.,
When the paper was only 1L days old, an ediforiazl wriitten
by George and called "To Constantinople"™ was published, then
followed in rapid succession by two others, Noah Brooks,
editor of the "Times" recognized George's literary ability,
and invited him to become a regulsr reporier for the news-
paper. Prom there George rose to editorial writer, aznd then
in June of 1867, managing editor, ma;miﬁlnlng? ag he Tilled
this lofty position, 2 steady stream of articles and essays
which he submitted to magazines and nevwsovapers, One of the
most notable, "What the Railreoad Will Bring Us”, was an
accurate forecast of the influence that the frans-conitinental
railroad would exert on Cslifornia. For this asrticle, which
wag seven thousand words in length, George received payment
of $4C from the *COverland Monthiy".

Late in 1871, George, in raritnership with William M.
Hinton, with whom he had worked on the "Home Journal® years
before, founded the San Francisco "Evening Posi™, the firsti
paper west 0f the Rockies $o sell for one cent, Succe&s WeR
so immediate and so great thalt expansion wag indicated, but
the strained finances of the proprietors prevented it. Back-
ing for the next four years was obtained in the form of a
loan from a2 millionaire senator, John P. Jones of Wevada, who,
at the end of the period demanded inestant repayment in the
face of George's refusal to retract hls printed condemnation
of the Pacific “allroad monopoly.

It was the beginning of the end for the "Poat™, desgpite
the fzct that the paper had gained widespresd respect for its
L unrelenting attacks on the 1rresponsible, the unjust, and the
unscrupulﬁusa On November 27th, 187%, Georgs’s association
with the "Zvening Pogt" was terminated, and the vaper burned
over, with no remuneration whatsoever, to a representative
pf Senator Jones. :

315111&31oned by hls experience, George made no attempt to
find employment in the newspaper field, but wrote to Governor
frwin, whom the Post had backed st electlon time, for a job.
he governor complied, and George bscame the State Inspector
b0f Gas Meters. It was an office that not only assured security
for his family, but provided him as well with the time to
undertake some serious writing.
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Though Gecrge had, by this time, formulaited a variety of
ideas, the relationship of our land policy to the nation's
economy had come to the foreground of hig awareness. Cognizant
of the degrading and demoralizing effects of want, disturbed
by the persistence of poveriy in a country 80 wealthy that
none should hunger, and appalled by the ever-widening gulf
between the life-styles of the rieh and poor, George poured
his thoughts inte an ingpired effort, naming it "Progress and
Poverty®, "The Irish Land Question® soon followed. Then
"Social Problems" appeared, and after it, "Protection or Pree
Trade™. In his next book, "4 Perplexed FPhilosopher®, Gecorge
explored economist Herbert Spencer's philosophy insofar as it
concerned the land question. Finally, '"The Sclence of Poli~
ticel Economy®™ was published posthumously by his aon.’

18 monthe in the writing, "Progregs and Poveriy” did not
meet with the aceceptance of publishers, and George published
the book himself, even to setiing much of the type. Once it
was in prini, however, an offer came from a publisher in the
United S%aites, and snother in Fngland. Sales were siow at
Tirst, but within four yezrs hundreds of thousands of copies
had been sold in both countries.. Since that tiame, it has been
transglated into meny other lansuages as well, George had not,
could not have, in fact, Toreseen the future success of the
book. "Rather, -it often seemed to him a . futile effort. But he,
sa%w no othsy choice open To himi it was a Job he needed 4o do,
snd his convicition that he spoke the truth spurred him on.

O the night in whiech T finished the Tinal chapter,™ he wrote
later on, "I felt that the italent entrusted +o me had bheen

accounted for--felt more fully satisfied, more deeply grateful
than 1f all the kingdoms of the earth had been laid at my feet.

The contention that "the pen is mightier than the sword®
has degenerated into a cliche in our time, but its inherent
truth hes never been negated. The philosophy of Henry George
iives on in his writing, his principles preserved in print,
his books = testimonial to his belief that men, given sociasl
justice and egual econcomic opportunity, need never be beggars,
but self-sustaining members of humanity living in harmony with
one another. _ ‘ ' :

* ¥ ®




UISTORICALLY SPBAKING
geward's Folly '

fcebergla, sewerd's Folly, Johnson's Polar pear Garden,
and Walrussia, wWers some of the ggtirical names applied %0
s1laska vwhen decretary Wm. Jeward rocommended 1ts purchase from
Russia. Abuse and ridicule were heeped on thosse advocating
+the acquisition in hilsrious newspapel articles of the days

Tn the reign cf Peter the Great and thereafter, that huge
territory along the cozst which geemed to be & part of America
was explored by Russia itg poSSession. However, it
was never a profitabls venture and Czar slegander IX commis—
oioned his minister o Washington, Baron de Stoeckl,. to gsell
14 4o the American governments Roth parbies being amenable,
the transaction was completed on the Terms of 7,200,000 in
golid for 375,000 acres, plus significant stipunlationse. The
prime reason for ithe purchase Was pot economic: rather 1t was
it was to foster smicable relations with Czarist Russiae

 Tn the light of the developing fish industry and discovery
of o0il:and gold, it is well to explore the treaty signed in
1868 regarding the occupants——Eskimos, Ipdians, and Aleuts who,
needless to say, wWere not consulted when tne real estate pas-—
sed from one major power +o the others Article 11T of the
+reaty stated: " The inhabitants of the ceded teyrritory, ac-—
cording to their choice, reserving their natursl allegiance,
may return to Russia within three years; but if they should
prefer to remain in the ceded territory, they. with the excep-—
tion of the unciviliﬁed-natiVe tribes, shall ve asdmitted to the
enjoyment of all rights, advantages, @ pnities of citizens
of the U.8., and shall be paintained-

enioyment of their liberty, property,'and reli

civiiized tribes will be subjeet to such laws and regu

as the T.S. may, from rime to time, adopt in regard to abori-
lzinal tribes in that countrye :

_ The Organic Act of 1884 recognized the clains of these
esrly settlers, and promised thet Congress would pass laws Ppro-
tecting them and their lond, The Indians were not to be dis-
turbed in their possession of any land in use, occupied, Or
claimed by them. The terms under which such persons could ac—
gquire title to land were to be determined in future legislation

by Congress. This pledge has not been kept. {(cont. on pg 13)




APROPOS

The following items have been noted in the unewspapsrs
in recent weeks: :

Wewsday sialff writer Robert E. Smith reports that he is
sympathetic to "the nation's city officielis who complain that
present local structure penalizes (through higher propsriy
taxes) the land owner who improves his property and mekes his
1znd less of a burden %o the community. Further, 1t makes it
more profitable (with lower taxes) to letd buildings decay tha:
to improve or replace them.

"a man named Henry George,” Mr Smith points out, *told
us 30 years ago that this would happen.”

e o s e i i S, i WA i . e S S S ) M S T S e A e 5
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it the elose of a recent conference on conservation,
Bill Hoyers, the publisher of lWewsday, asked the participantis,
WTg it an irrevocable right to have an acre of property be-
couce of ope's birth into s particular class? Cen we permit
the operating ethic to be private purgulit of personal greed??

e e e o

4 vast oll and zas sxplorabion program on more than
7,000,000 acres im three Western states was jointly announced
by the Union Pacific Railroad Co. and Pan American Petroleum
Corp., a subsidiary of Standard 01l of Indiana.

, P .

The search for oil and gas reserves in Colorado, Wyoming,
and Utah, will cost at least 315,000,000 in the next three
vears and will be conducted by Pan American on Union Pacific—
owned land, the companies said. :

Terms of the agresment provided that Pan Am will give
Union Pacific a cash bonus of $9,000,000 in the next three
years in return for the exploration and development rights.
aAbout 25 per cent of the development rights will be retained
by Union Pacific, along with royalties on production, although
Pan Am receives exploration rights on all of Union Paclfic’s
holdings in the three states, they said. - :

fee S. Osborne, chief executive officer of Union Pacific'e
Yatural Eesources Divigion, said the program covers. probably
the largest land area ever involved in.a gingle exploration.




LAND ON LONG LSLAND

Downzoning and Civic -Associations

Long Island abounds with civic asgociations, and their
reasons for beling are many. Nowngzoning directly affects resi-
dents of a community, SO that even otherwise-gilent menbers  of
civic associations become re-potivated when the issue arises..
e Washingbon Civic association-of Plainview has peen invol-
ved in one such affair, and, olthough the details relate to a
gpecific case, the pattern 1is congistent and applicable to
b many communities. - ' :

Just north of the Long Taland Expressway, hordering. 014
aountry Rosd in Plainvied, sre approximetely 150 acreg of land
that was originelly zoned for residential use. The OWners
wented it downzmone to light industry, and sought the support
of the Washingiton Civic Association. The argument used to
gein the backing of tphe civie association centered around
gchool taxes in plainview--a ftender gpot among nany of the

vemidents. Light indusiry in place of new homes, ¢claimed the
1andholders, wWould mean sdditional tax dollars, but no increas
ipn school operating ezpenseSe. The position seemed plausible,
o the petition before +he Town Board. of Oyster EBay was sup-

ported by the civic association.

. ,
But despite the fget that the Town Roard had granted
the downzoning, no additional tex dollars were tortheoming for
the simpig reascld thzt no building had taken place. Instead,
the owners Were petitioning for snother change in zoning—-
from 1light industrial to commereial. Department stores, res-

tpurants, ete., were 1n the offing, and members of the associa-
tion found the prospec%—objeétionable.

4s arguments pro and con became more. vociferous, the
matier tock a new turn. The Huntingbon Township claimed that,
gince the area under discussion overlaps into fheir Township,
they should have their say in the final decision. . Huntington
is against-aommﬁrcial'downzoning. 4t this writing, the case
i still pending, and the eventual outcome 1S znyone's guess.
There iz, however, no guesswork.involved in the following
facts: o ‘ (continued on page 13)




HORID LAND PROBIEMS =

Lan&_Reform in Taiwan

Lend reform in Taiwan, although far from what Georgists
congider a true land reform, has resulted in 2 remarkable
increase in-progperity for the farmer there. Today he earng
four times as much as he praviously did, and is second only to
the Japanese citizen in per capita income. Formerly unheard-
of luxuries like televigion sets, gewing machines, and refri- |
gerators are now common., Industrialization has alsgo made . B
great gtrides—-their compact car has been on the market for
several yvears, and articles of clothing are b@lﬁg exp@rted to
$he U.8. in large quantities. ‘ :

Taiwan is a relatively small igland of 13,881 sguare _
miles, only one guariter of which is arable, with o population
of 14 million, or approximaitely 1000 persons per sguare wmils,
Compare this with a similar populetion for Canada or Australis
with their extensive land areas, and it can be seen that den-
sity of population need not be a cause of poverty. Mr. Chen
Cheng, the governor of Talwan, showed that He accepted the
Malthugian Theory when he stated that hardtimes, popular dis-
content, and warfare had always plaguved China because the o
population periocdically overran the limits of the land, His -
decision to undertake land reform was no mistake, though his
reasoning behind it was faulty. When larnd reform was begun in |
1949, the population numbered 7.3 million. In twenty years, |
it has pearly doubled.  Tet despite this increase, no adverse
effects are being felt, nor are land reform programs being
hampered by greaﬁer numbers -of people. . The gtan@ard oFf- 11V1ng
in’ Taiwan has. gone up, not down, with populatlon grow%hs'i

When Gensral Chang Kal Chek made hlS exodus. from the
China mainland to Formoso in 1949 with a half a2 mllllon fol-
lowers, the condition in Formosa was no different from that on
the China mainland. Tenant farming was prevalent “with 50 ‘to
70 per cent of the crop being paid in rent. The tenant farmer
often had to borrow money at usurious interest rates to 'get
started, build his house, etc. Incentive in improving his
condition was lacking because the more he carned, the more he

ould be obligsd @
WO CpLLEE e pay in ren": (cgﬁ‘tlnu@d cn page :.!,6)




TATEING ABOUT TAXBS

The Oil Depletion Allowance

After countless months of testimony and hearings, the
House Ways and Mesns Commitiee has produced = series of pro-
posed tax reforms—-the fiyst serious attempt in decades %o
Correct a siructure innundated with abuses, privileges, and in
consistencies, fTaox reform has come thig far because of pres-
sures exerted by various groups, particularly the middle class
wioge burden of taxes has growh heavier as 5 result of nations
and internstional committments, '

The problems of taxation are of major importance in our
cconomy, and 80 a wvariety of practices--among them the availg-
bility of legal lcopholes for,millionaires, and the manner in
which tax-exempt organizations gspend their_mcney—uhave'come‘
under serutiny. If any meaningful reforms are to take vlace,
examinations such as these are necessary, and they should be
performed in an atmosphere free of emotionalism and political
expediency., Otherwise, basie reforms, if they are instituted
at all, can lead only to unsound economic effects, '

4 Ccase In point is -the 274% minersl depletion allowance,
Over a hundred minerals are ineluded in this category, and
Producers and manufacturers ergaged in these industries deducs
this percentage from their taxable income. C&n oil company,
for example, ihat drills a2 million dollars of oil needg fto pay
taxes on 7244, or 372%,000, The pPetroleum industry isg, there-
fore, one of the major beneficiaries of the privileges bestowe
Dy our currenit feders
engZaged i

To strengthen their claim, the Petroleun Industry Infor-
mation Committee has pointed out that the government provided
for the allowance because "i4 recognizes that minerals in the
ground are capital. This is consistent with +the concept that
income taxzxes are imposed on income and not on the capital that
produces the income,"

(continued on page 14)
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Tiberty! Shall We Not Trust Her?

sutocratic pover has been known to capture the bencvolent
slong with the malevolent; the minde of the slitruistic zlong
with the harborers of sinisier designs; and the zctions of the
advocates of demoerscy as well as the seekers of totatitarian-
ism. The pandrame of history offers countless illustrations of
netions and emnires, froexen and slaves, affluent and despalir-
ing, who have reodily relinguished their rights in exchange for
a promise of security, and the corrosion of liberty has been
the result. It has been the spirit behind revolutions, the
flesh in riots and insurreciions, zsnd the dynemics in human
relations. With the resolution of conflict, it appears, more
often than not, that liberty has emerged victorious, in a man-
ner comparable to the emergence of the forces of good over ewil, |

ard thus the cyele conbinues, one struggle after another,
while liberty seems to be geining advantage. But alas, the
apparent is mistaken for the genuine, for the powers of subletvy
and disguise take over via the art of dialogue and invent new
terms for old concepts and vice versa. The heart of liberty is
thus assigned a recessive position, while the appearance of
liberty is thrust forward.

ITiberty! Shall we not trust her? Henry George posed
this rhetorical guestion and reflected upon the dilenmmas that
face naotions when true liberty is compromised. "It is not
enough,” he said, "that men should vote; it is not enough that
they should be theoretically egual before the law. They must
have liberty to avail themselves of the opportunities and
means of life; they must stand on equal terms with reference to
the bounty of nature. ZFEither this, or darkness comes onr, and
the very forees that progress has evolved turn to powers that
work destruction.”

what are the powers that work destruction, and what isg
their role in the problems that plague our nation? In search-
ing for answersg, one runs headlong into our misguided attitude
toward land owvnership and the injustices that stenm from it.
Land, like the atmosphers itgelf, is s gift of nature. ¥For one
man to deny apnother its use is clearly an gncroachment ubon
1iberty. - (continved on page 1i4)




HISTURICALLY

With the discoveries of vast depogliits of o0il in the
Arvetic ¥Worth Slope and Q%mer 3 € ‘ the question of land
owaership is now of wvital concern,  Yhen Alaska
entersd inito statehood in 1 the state was told it could
gelect and scoure $Tiitls to rad m?ZALOH acres, Or nore
than 2% per cent of the totsl lamﬁ area, although descendants
of the original inhabitants still claim title to. some sections,

On gaining i and Qﬁﬁt?Ql %ha gtate would sell walu-
&%lm oil-producing lands to business firms for development,
Thig anncuncement cauged the Am&@rﬁl government %o hold up
tzamﬁfer of the remeining acresge. So once more, as ofien in
the past, a sericus conflict is seething around land ownerghip.
Higtory makes it clear that whoever takes possessmion of thig
wealth will hold a formidable monopoly in natural regources,

Land speculstors are M““%ﬁ of the large asmounts of dollarse

gosrue as the regult of 6 awmz@ﬁ&mgy and promises Thet
iotliars wil come avallable to the conmunity ar
‘ bWl 3 to downzone ig filed, no
huilding, ;
. o8t i ggz&ayéyffé
occasions, the land speculator sits %T;. the
pericd of fime =nd +h aius of ;.“ Lend
ﬁ@&ﬁ assegsor does not re-assest @&ﬁg up e
sate town board’s acti ghe school d;%irAa
gqﬁ@% .T *ﬂ% clally than before fthe downzoning.
only beneficiary is the landowner, who now holde the title
land worth far wmore than hig initisl invesinment, And
further downzoning to commercial use take place, the specula-
tor would profit even more,

The land scandals in Islip, and more recently in RBabylon,
are clear svidence that land manipulation involves high stakes,
| One way to discourage speculation, and possible bribery and

coliusion as well, would be to pass a law that 2ll new values
reated by a town board's g?aﬁ% o downzone be collected. In
thig way, the natursl development of Jand could be insured,
Tor it would no lﬁﬁﬁ?? be aﬁvaﬁ* 2geou for the landownerp sm
Fress for downsoning in areas 18 not vanted or nesded.
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TATEI NG

The petroleum industry is correct in its contention that
tazes levied on capital restrain production. and this economic
truism would be gpplicsahls to the oil industry as it is to all
industry, except for one %hing, 011 industry spokesmen ares
themselves victims of fuzzy thinking when they make no dis-—
tinctlon betwesn capiital and land. Yhen one speaks of minerals
(in the ground) as constituting cepital, there is 2n obvious
feilure to recognize that man-mede products sre the game
ag products of natore and do not, therefore, ressnond 4in the
same wWay Lo economic laws. While a ftax on capital, which is
man~nade wealth used to produce moves wealth, discourages proe
duction by diminishing the return, o tax on iand does no such
Thing. Rather, it tends 4o inerease production and enc ourage
participation. Feilure to distinguish between ihe two factors
has already caused untold confusion in econpomics, In the cage
of the current oil~depletion allowance matter, it continues to
g0 do,
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"libesrty," George wrote, "means Justice, and Jusitice is
the natural law--ithe law of health and symnetry and strength,
of fraternity and co-operstion., We honor Tiberty in name and
form. We set up her statues and shout her praizes. Put we
have not fully trusted her. And with our growth, ¢ grow hey
demands. She will have no half-service?s

The illa of our sogciety have not yet yielded io mandate,
nor avre they likely %tc do so. The use of artificially contrive
fgolutions™ as a substitute for observing natural economis laws
tends to ivhibit liberty by bringing blind obedience, force,and
conformity into play. But cven 4if governmental controis werpe
able tc successfully solve our economic problemg, who would dend
that prosperity vwithout the maintenance of liberty is but a
guperficial azdvance?




MILLPORD DECORATOR
Furniturs - Broadloom - Dpaperies
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TLAND PROBLONS

”*Xe iland to the
T il acconpliched
oauhcg and with the ﬁoapew@gﬂan of
f& mers were held, committees
with popular consent, Step £1
was to limit rent p cent of the crop. Step #2 was
hyuy the land in ot zrom the landowner with compenzation
being given in %CQ 3 Trhe lend wes wousht 3t & price egual
two or thres timess the value of the annual crop, and {ormer
iandowners were able to fare well indusirially in the cities.
The farmer, mesnwhile, was able to porchaese land for twenty
annual payme tg o Lhﬂ government, and he was loazned noney at
low interent rates to help nin g“* gtarted, Today, most of the
formers own their cwn land and have put it to far better use
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The progress made in Taiwan is reminiscent of the efforis
Gf Br. Sun Yat Sen, the founder of the Chinese Republic, to '
netitute land reform. Had he succeeded in his attempt, he
Wﬁylﬁ hove been instrumental in loosening the chains of servi-
tude that bound his countrynen.
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