Liberty and Justivs For All Bequires

Tax Breaks
Fariched Landowners

A far less understond effeet of lax
incentives and other subsidies for construe
tion has been that the funds appear to have
heen mainly used to bid up land prices.
According to the Federal Heserve Board,
the market value of privately held land in
the United States inecrezsed from §357
billion in 1980 fo $3.060 (rillion in 1983, a
ecompound sonual rate of inersase of 9.0
percent. This compares to compound annual
rabes of incresse, over the same 28 year
period, of about 8.3 percent for the
Consumer Price Index, aboui 1.2 percent
for the restdent population, and about 2.2
peresgnt for constani-dollar Gross National
Produet per eapita.

Thus 2 major inpaci of the Government
programs designed to make constraction,
especially residential comstruction, more
‘affordable” has been to enrich landowners.
Gne effeet of tax reform on real estate may
well be to hold down land eosts for boilders
- iiself & powerful ince & for const
which could offsel any deerease v the

artificially ecreated tax incentives. More-
gver, it would be one that is more related 1o
ipeal markei conditions.

from BESEARCH REPORTS /88
American Insiitute for
HEeonpmic Resegreh
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“Real” Tax Heform

A murvey by Dr. Mason Gafiney,
Professor of Econormics at the University of
California, places the UNIMPROVED value
of land in our United States at §3 trillion.
Qur IRS reporis that the taxes collected on
all adinsted gross ineomes of less than $20¢
thousand smounted to 840.4 billion, Taxing
this land at 8155% will produce more than
the $40.4 billion collected from all {ncomes
of less than $20 thousand. Hringing this inte
everyday perspective it ameunts to $135.00
on a kot or farm land valved atl $10,006.06,
only 37 per day and NOTHING ONH
IMPROVEMENTS. There would be no tax
forms, penalties, ete. It would remove the
sword of Damocles from the heads of zll
small wage earners. Every few years ihis
can he extended to higher brackels, until
ihe income tax is abolished.

A “Bite Value Tax” will not make Hades
fireproof, nor will B cure ihe entive
syndrome of our ills, It will take tazation
from the backs of labor, - it will make
Ameriean labor products competitive in all
markets, - it will grestly reduce the price of
building sites that now amouni o 26% to
40% of the cosi of houses, commercial and
mdastrizl buildings, B owill fustly tax the
owners of our natural resourees, our oil,
timber, and ore lands, the railroad grants
andd sites mads valuable by the public alene.
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Jack Kelly
GEFA V. P

dies

JOHH M, KELLY
s;'ﬂ:!ﬂ F‘g E"a 2;} :;Jm; ?‘g {’%}S?ﬁe AL
srominent Scranton realior, died St
day shorily after admission fo Scranton
State General Hospital, His widow 18
the farmer Violel Rothermel

Cruscder

¥ was shorked io hear that Jach
Kelly, 82, had died.

I knew Jack for decades because
he was Invelved in many lax or
sades that put his name o news
that § siten wrote.
< Theé dominant theme of kg public
ife wasg hiz devotion io Henry
George, & Philadelphian whe “devel.
oped a theory on land tazalion in
the late 15005 that still is promoted
by dedicated believers,

The George lhe@r?r is o tax land,
not improvements. [n this way, it is
regsoned, people will put land fo its
minst produclive use, creating
wealth in the process.

[Cont'd on page 8§

{ oatesville Interest

Interest in LYT in Ceoatesville, PA is
heating up again. Steve Cord was called by
Contesville officials and asked {0 update and
expand vpon the informal impact survey
nade in 1984 by Frank Nelson and Arie
Yestman. So in May, Cord and NMelsen
wiarneyed to Coatesville to coliert data and
o meel with cily officials and members of
ke business communily, Since receiving
he vp-dated study, the ciy
asked for the opportunity to view the film
“Tale of Five Ultles” and to further diseuss
the possibiliiies of adopiing LVT. Stay
Luned!

couneil has
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Edwerd i Dodson

Minules by MNadine Stoner of HGPA
mesting, May 23, 1886 at Vaneouver

Georgist Conferenes, Universily of British

Columbia Conference Center,
Steve Cord gave the President’s Beport.
He got twe cities, Duguesne and Seranton,
Lo move more in LYT direetion. Penn,
Eronomie League, for the Pitishurgh mayor
{whose primary support is from real estate)
did a paid stody to fight land tax. Dan
Suilivan ean be paid on 3-day a week basis
to go inte peor neighborhoeds for support.
Steve speke Lo the Chamber of Commerce
and neutralized sppoaition; they are on the
HAME ;Jhﬁlss:m'phi b wave length, but some
: re,  and  the

}E;‘!?pn

Aliguippa undertook vo become a oity and
15 looking at land taxes and oplions. Hieve
made presentations before the Harrishurg
Commanity Chest, Chamber of Commerce,
Pa. State Chamber state tax committes, in
Suffolk County, before a flinanee commitiee
of the Pa. House of Bepresenlatives, to
mayor and officials in New York, and in
Arwona. Steve is preparing a pamphlel on
hew to convert io taxing land, smd alse
preparing dala on doing preseniastions, He
is preparing 3 modest advertising campaign
to pet siv ads in Washingion Monihly
prublivation.

Cord has hired s secretary, Juliznos
{rueen. The office has been moved to 10829
iog Baft O, Columbiz, M) 21044, If we
wel a#p execulive aseistant (Gary Nixon has
offered Lo assist financially), then the office
will have to move to commerdial space,
heeause of zoning regulations. Steve is now
we Lo Washington, DO, and oloser now
izt before 1o Bastern Pennsylvania,

HGFA frusiees of the 20 member Hoard
whose lerms expire in 1388 are: Hohert
Claney, Miichell Lurio, Stanley Frede
sen, Jerry Behleteher, Flovd Morrow, Jﬁhn

M. Kelly Seranton, and Claude  Arnold.
Mading Stoner  moved, Dversis  {ross
speonded  for re-siection ol seven  ine
cumbents. Passed.

. who was elected
dohi was a
Foundation &0

Trustes John W
VAT, {!u‘d this Das

» sessions of {he Graded Taz League, and
canveriad him, B4 Dodson moved naming
tiny of Walter Rybeck to the BGFA Beard

LV Local Option
Bifl Fails

State Hep. Charles Laughlin (D-Aliguip-
) mweéussed & %z‘w mf hiixs (H. ﬁ

:;'xgsz.ms} £ hem;i.xg%gs,_ ¢ nl,?i“.zf..?{-‘ﬁ, Lé)iﬁznni’iiﬁﬁ zmeﬁ
disiricts in §'*é;>-nn.«;yivzmiz§. Lt

1.6 F. A, :sx;}wsamaiwa S%EH@
Drandel Sullivan and Fred Karn

‘1 ord,
restified in behslf of the btz before

Finance Commitiee of the Pennsylvania
State Legislatare. Rep. Laughlin pushed
the bills vigorously, bul the bills fziled to
elear the Fipance Commitiee recently

bheeause when the vole was taken there, the
Hepublicans were in the majority of those
The Demo-

present and voled against it.
erats eontrod the Hoose of
however.

Many HGF A, 5
the Finapce Commities Chalrman asking
for passage of the hill, and Bepresentative
Lavghlin sawd those letiers were useful and
wiil enable him to relurp to the next
lepislative session 16 push lor these hills
Among the wnsyivania Jelier
weve Dounecibman Ben Howells of Allen-
Lown, Keonomic Development Director Al
Hydeman of York, Pa. and Professer
iopald . Htone, [istinguisked Public
Service Professor at éizs.rneg}e—Me.IUn Uni-
versify.

Represeniative Lauvghlin is particolarly
“ﬂ[%»r&wwd in getiing ihe hills adopled

vriters

hecause in his own district of Allguippa. the
HIEN b%e&l mill there has closed, putting

many workers oul of work, and he would
Jike Lo see the sieel mill resclivated through
land value tax pressure and other means as

well,

Prosperity is a great teacher;
adversity is greater

of Dhrectors, Arthur Yeabman seconded.
Passed unanimeusiy.

Steven Cord was suthorized 1o buy and
seli mvestiments on behall of the %(mnda~
tion and only his signature 15 required on all
thecks in the ordinary eourse of bhusiness
from the Foundation’s checking ascount up
i 31000, For amounts over $3,800, the
signature of the treasurer, assistant or
honorary treasurer will be reguired,

Officers were  elected:  Steve  Cord,
president by acelamation: Agnes de Mille,
honorary president; Wali Hybeck, 1st vice
president: John Kelly (Seranton), Zod vice
president; Frank Melson, ¢ Mari
Hahn, as soeretary rard Behoyer,
treasurer; George Oolli 't freasurer;
Dan Sullivan, HGFA representative to
Board of Directors of Commeon Ground

[431]

H. Vanghn Peelle

H. Vavghn Peelle, of Sun Oiy Center
Florids, died 1o Tampa, Florida, on April 18
1986, afier a long tllness {cancer). He was

Vaughn beeame acguainted =
Henry George philogophy in 1850 when h
and his wife Mary completed, in Spring
fleld, Ohio, the Hasie Course in Funda
mental Beonomiey and Social Philosopk:
tanght by the Eam%wl in Db, Godron. He wa
eo-chafrmaen of the Ohio Annual Conferens
in 1654, held on the campus of Wittenber
University, Springfield.

Yaughn s survived by bis wife Mary, o
Sun ity Center, Florida, a daughter, Paule
and three granddaughters.

ith Henr

Afier s very difficult experisncs during
the Great Depression of the 1893075, Vaughy
sirongly felt thai Henry George and bis
ideas were indeed to answer the ills of sus
nation and, in fact, the whole world, anc
aever lost an opportunity to “speak oot ox
Bis conviction. He will be missed.

The greater the difficult,
ﬁm more glory
i surmounting it.

“Beal” Reform |Cont'd from page 1)
It will provent the owners of these sites
fram eoliecting ransom from the public fm
of using the bountizs ow
Creator intended for us all - It will nrevend
the owners of these sites from amassin
hillions by manipulating cor natural re
sourees, billions plandered from the swesi
of labor and functional services, - it will be ¢
mare  effective weapon for combaiing
Communism in impoversshed eountries thar
all the A-bombs in our arsenal. and it wil
bring us into harmony with Leviticus 25:28
“The land shall not be sold forevar: for the
land iz mine: For ye ave straogers and
sojourners with me.
Tom Lehmann
1120 E. 6ih Sireet
Alten, 1L 82002

an
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I think that Ed Dodson’s article in the
Fall ‘85 issue, "HEAL” TAY REPORM?,
was on the whole 2 good one. However, 1
beg to differ with him where he digscuuses
the Federal Beserve and interest rates.

George, in “Progress & Poverly”, ex-
plains over and over thal wages and
imterest rates go hand in hand,

Az Georgisis we should not {all into the
pogular trap of blaming high interest rates
for our troubles as Drodsen hinted in his
article. Also 1 think he put too much blame
on the Federal Reserve.

Taby

Dodson RHeplies

Today, more than ever before, monetary
units have become commodilies in their
own right (oot useful commodities, but
commodities nonetheless). Speculation in
such currencies is 2 zers sum game
involving no creation of wealih but
certainly resuils in a massive redistribution
of purchasing power from losers to winners.
As to the purpose of the Federzl Reserve,
there are many who would argue that its
purpose was not o counteract but to
protect the interests of those who centrol-
led the medium of exchange from the
econsequences of competition. I am re-
minded of Murray Bothbard's judgment
that all of the se-called “liberal” reforms (of
which the Federa! Heserve iz g key one}
“were conceived, written, and lobbied for
by the very privileged groups themselves.”
Money as well as land must be free

EDWARD 1. DODSON

206 Pearleroft Road

Cherry Hill, NJ 08034

“Lease Land,
_%[ﬁﬁg ﬂguégd;‘%: gg%’ﬁ

Raymond Abrams, the okl

who ha L PAPOCLOYT 8 LRe

Kiarmi,
entitlad “Foial Tax Heliel”

Mr. Abrams emphasizes LOV.E., mean
ng Lease Our Valuable Earth rather than
favoring taxes.

The hook heging by iaking a stand
apaingt the IR, or as he ealis it, “The
infernal Bevenue Service” As you can see,
Kay has an informal easy-lo-read style of
writing and uses many speciiic examples to
liver up his book.

True-blue Georgisis will find all the usual
true-blue Georgist ideas in this book, but
there are some new angles. For example, he
sugrests that 5% of the LOV.E, revenue
go Lo the eity, 26% to the country, 5% to
the siate, and 10% to the federal
governmeant.

Ray ineludes some interesting informa-
tion about himself, He is 2 product of the
basic Progress & Poverty course at the NY
HGS and he has been preparing to wrile
this book for forty vears, although he first
put pen t¢ paper in 1983

The book is published by Carlton Press
and i3 priced at $7.95. Readers of Egqual
Eights whe wish ic read an up-to-date
version of Georgist economics can write to
HGFA {10325 Log Raft, Celumbia, MD
21044) for z copy. We will prompily reply.

Readers -- Please Wriie

We will try (0 print as many letiers as
passible within the hmits of the space av-
ailable. At the very least we will summarize
all tetters recetved, if addressed o —

The Editor. EQUAL RIGHTS, 10529
Log Raft, Columbia, MD 21044

“We ai} declare for liberty, but in using
the same word we do not all mean the
samme thing, With seme the word lib-
erty may mean for each man to do as
he pleases with hmself and the pro-

duct of his labor; while with others the
same word may mesn for some men (o
do as they please with other men and
the product of other men’s labor.”

Abrabam Lincoln

MEMBER.. .

Don Pinson — Georgist Candidate!

Only PGEORGIST® cendidate for
office in U.$,-~--Advocating and will propose to leg-
islature SITE VALUE TAXATION--- “HOMEOWNERS ARE PAYIRG
LANDHEOLDERS TRYXES"--~Present assessor
land at from "2 to 20 times less than “"FULL CASH VALUE™
Clark County, Hv.{LhS VEGAS) Population 550,000.

NRES 361.227 States: All land and improvements to be
appraised at FULL ChRSH VALUE...Present assessor viclates

THTERMOUNTAIN SINGLE TAX ASHOCIATICOM

elgction LG ASHERSE0rS

appralses vacant

PLEASE SERD CONTRIBUTIONS TO:

* Tax Land Moi IRpEQvernents #
3583 k. Rawhide Street
tas Yegas, WY G100

g

Trimity Churclis
Hichest Lanalord

At the head of Wall Streer, fronting on
=z York's richest
Itz heldings - 2

pne of Ne

Broadway, i
inndlords, Trisily Chur
it in 1705 and beguests of large larms by
warly settlers - onge extended ziong the
Hudson River from about 5. Paul's Chapel
at Faiton Street io Christopher Streel
the Greenwich Village area.

Wers it not for a favorable deelsion in the
eourts, Trinity would be just ancther poor
parish today. After the great fire of 1776
reduced Trinity o a smoldering heap, a
gronp of American revolutionists chal
lenged her right to rebuild. They held that
the fidelity of two of the church reciors to
the loyzlist cavse had discredited the
church; that ils specia! status as the
estabiished Church of England in America
under a royal charter was no longer valid
now that the eity had become part of the
newly crested State of New York; that the
lands no longer belonged to her. Through
passage of the New York State Act of 1784,
however, Tripity was enabled to build
chapels throughout the eity with the income
derived from the vast properties. It is the
rentals from her large landholdings which
have made Trinity one of the world's
wealthiest corporations today. Leasing the
land instead of seliing it, Trinity was able to
amass a fortune, 25 bave other great
lang-holding institutions, such as Columbia
University, owner of the property on which
Rockefelier Center stands.

extracied from FODOR's tourist guide

Plague [deas Needed

Your organization wants fo prepare an
81/2" x 11" plaque engraved in metal of 2
guotation from one of Henry George's
works. We want to de it up nicely for
permanent safekeeping at a loeal hibrary
which has agreed to accept this gift with the
salekeeping qualification - or maybe we
would like to get the Library of Congress or
Wew York Public Library to do likewise.
We would also like te prepare such plagues
in niee plastic for our numercus contribu-
tors of $500 or move.

Which quotation should we use for this
purpase? This is a small problem and we
request suggestions from our readers. Just
write to us and let us know which selection
from one of Henry George's works you
think should receive this treatment. This
will be very much appreciated.

Woithout cconomic freedom, no other frow

dom can endure. -« Benjamin  Fronkhin
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Combined Budgel

Printed below is pur Combined Budget
{HGFA® CEE* Common Ground) for July 1,
POEE o June 36, 1887,

INCOME
Contributions $28,000
{Mvidends and Inierest @ 004
Subseriptions (Incentive Taxation} 3,000
Sale of Literature 200
Crants 33,800
Common Ground 1060
Mise. 150
$75,150
DISBURSEMENTS
Rent. $2.250
Wages 52,800
Contracted Services 1,000
Administration 5,500
ineentive Taxation 4,000
Baqual Rights 1,004
Grants 1,008
Travel 2,500
Postage 2,000
Telephone 1,500
Common Sround T, 5600
Insuranes 1,508
Legal Fees 1,040
Conierence TO0
Adveriising Campaign 5,000
Mise. L AGD
£89.6850

Latest Big News: we have just hired an
Executive  Assistant Gary  Dodson
{brother of Edward). He will enable vs to
handie the expanded volume of work that is
coming in. He will also provide continuity to
our operation. He will supplement our
seeretarial staff - Julie Queen and Mary
Jane Blose (whe is working pari-time,
handling mailings, in Indiana, Ps)

Steve Cord

Tax Hreabs Hrowe THE WALL STREEY
JOURNAL 6786 [Cont'd from sage 1}
Although 1 hate o admi #, (eorge
iy writine in these nares 3 week ags,
put his finger on one of the key overlooked
blessings of iay reform: I will probably
drive down the price of land
A the late Hewry George famocusly
pointed out, weslth acoruing in land oper-
ates like a (ax on the productive factors in
the economny, labor and capital. His solu-
tion was @ jower the value of land as close
28 possible to zers by lswing away all of
the return, or monopoly rent, and using the
money to reduce lor, in his ideal, efimi-
nate} taxes on the productive factors.
Cur tax policy for the past few dec
ades—and especially since 1981 has been

Generous tax breaks
have mot imcreased the
supply of housing or made
it more affordsble. Most

of the value of ihese
breaks has simply been

capitalized into  higher
prices for land amd existing

structures.

the exact opposite. Through a dozen iax
breaks ranging from the home mortgage
interest deduction thyough rapid deprecia-
tion for buildings, we have taxed the re-
turn on real estate far less than the returms
on labor and on other forms of invesiment.
M, Gilder discnssed the beneficial effects
of reducing ihis tax subsidy in the area of
commercial real esiate. Similar bepefits
will come from reducing 1t in the ares of
housing.

In a society where home ownership rep-
resents a significant fraction of the typles!
yoter's net worth, the thought of plunging

home prices is a potentially useru) paze-

miilion each.

“Dirt is much more valuable than diamond rings.”

— Singer Eartha Kitt on why she bought two New York City apartment
buildings in 1954 for $21.600 and $81,000; they're now worth more than §2

USA WEEKEND ® MAY 16-18, 1886

Rewards of Siruggle

Crur companion organization (.5.E. was
brought io life in 1980 by a gift of $32,000
from the New Jersey Henry George School.
The fovnder of that organization was
George L. Rusby, who in July 1887 received
a letter from Henry George, whe wroie in
part: “It may be a long, long struggte, but to
see the truth and do what one can tn spread
it brings s own independent and rich
reward.”

We only fail if we fail to try

inducing device for tax-reform opponents,
But who actuaily would be hurt by lower
houge prices? Young people who dow't yet
own their first home would obviously bene-
fit. People in their middle years who al-
ready own 2 home but someday will buy 3
bigger one (or a second one) zlso will ben-
sfil: Their property may be worth less, but
so will be the property they wish fo buy.
The only group hurt by lower house
prices will be older people selfing their last
homie. Vet most of these people have bene-
fited from: 2 historic vise in the value of
houses over the past couple of decades. 1f
2 smali fraction of this magnificent wing-
fail is veclaimed for the benefif of vounger
home Dyers, this is hardly an injustice.

Fort Lasderdale News 2785
Land value taxation

swould be fair system

Gov. Bob Graham was reported in
the newspaper Jan. 3 fohavesaidin e
recent speech that developers have
ponkeied the profils of housing devel
opiments, shopping malls and other
popadation-growth incentives, leaving
the puoblic to bear the cost of new

roads, sewage ireatment plants and

other government services.

I it is moraily wrong for real estate
develapers to take unfair advantage of
our lepsided tax stracture, I suggest
thet the governor and legislators (ake
the necessary steps as 500k a5 possible
to correct this condition.

Mout people are aware thal real
estate profits are composed of iwo
elemenis. One is the profit derived
from the construction, sale and leas-
ing of buildings and other bmprove-
ments produced by humar labor. Such
activities are conducive ¢ improved
living conditions and should be en-
tirely exempt from tazation.

 The other element is the steady in-
ereast of land value which, in South
Florida, iz of encimmous magnitude,
The term used by economisis to de-
seribe this latter eléntent is “unearned
inerement,” which the dictionary de-
fives as “an increase in land value due
to natural canses; soch as population
growth, and not to any exertion and/or
rapital outlay by the owner.” In other
words, npearned increment is a com-
rounity-created value and the taking
of such profits by private individuals,
while legal, morally is wrong.

B.J. Eichert
Fort Landerdale

eritical response!

{ and profit scheme
miist be subtle satire

A recent lstier writer's suggestion
that the government collect all profits
from the sale of land instead of the
goodly portion i does now qualifies as
a masterpiece of subtle satire in 5
demaeratic country.

I hope he was being funny. Even i
he is serious, it would still be fonny if
noi so dangerous.

Twenty-five vears ago, when 1 tried
te sell Davie land to moneyed inves-
tors, many laughed in my face.

They told me how much interest
they conld get on their bank accounts
or about dividends they were drawing
on their blue chip stocks. The IRS
refers to thiz as “wnearned income.”

{Cont'd on page 6]



The missionaries sailed to Ha-
wati with Bible in hand. The
Hawatians got the Bible and the
missionaries took thelr land,

Until the world recognizes the
need for land value taxation this
unjusiness will continus worldwide,

The Band-A3d attempts of “We
are the World " cherities and ihe
churches will not cure the problem
of apartheld and poverty and our
national debt will continue to rise.

Governments do not have the
moral right o fax labor and man-
made products. They are privaie
DYoRerty.

Land shoudd be taxed at 106
percent of markel value to ensure
liberty for sl Land is commaunity
property. Ask any American Tndi-
@,

Charlos B, Grant

M Valley, CA

Fort Lawderdule News 14/85
Tax hike o disincentive

An Oct. 14 article pertaining to tagés
guotes Coconut Creek City Manager
Dennis Mele as follows: “For example,
& guy builds 2 garage behind his house
or builds a pool or puts in a screened-in
poreh. Shouldn't someone who in-
ereased the vaiwe of thelr house by
butlding something onto i pay more
taxes? [ think yow'll agree that they
should "

No, I do pot agree. When 2 guy im-
proves his property, he benefils the
community by providing emplovment,
putiing more money into circolafion
and so on. When we raise bis taxes, it is
itke penalizing or fining him for doing
something good.

If he brezks the law, he is only fined
once, but when be inproves his prope
erty, he is fined this véar and every yeab
therealter as long as he owps the prop-
erty. We even go so far as o lower the
tazes for the guy who allows his prop-
erty to deteriorate, which is Gke re-
warding bim for helping to create more
slurms,

“We have always done it thal way™ is
not g vaiid reasen to continue an unfair
systern. We should switeh to the Graded
Tax Plan (GTP), which Pitishurgh has
been using so soccessfally for many
years. The botlom line proves that GTV
has either lowered taxes for the major-
ity of bomeowners, including owners of
copdos and co-ops, or has aveided in-
creases which might otherwise be ne
eegsitated by higher expenses.

B.X. Fichert
Fart Lasderdsie

Pape
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Painzs Coonty Senthesd

EREE aIRERRREEER

Gttawa, OH 7786

With 21l the talk of "Free Trade” the
pagt few vears no one bas mentioned
& baok on “Free Trade”, writien Just
a century apo, by Henry George.,
author of 2 more widely read and sold
ook on seonomics “Progress and
Poverty”. Ful George pointed sutl in

“Free Trade” that abolishing all tariffs
was not encugh, although he was an ar-
dent proponent of free trade, sinee he
was opposed to all taxes, of whatever
kind, on production, or wages, or the
produet of jJabor, including sevvices!

He showed, in "Free Trade”, that
adoption of 11 without imposing 2
charge on halding land, equal to the
revial value of that land, would, only
further enrich the land holders. This
would provide sufficient revenue for all
legitimale povernmenial operations,
and promote truly free trade, nationsl,
as well as international

Most present day politieal figures
abhore the ideas of Karl Mary, condemun
ing them as “ecommmunisiic”, but when
it comes to "axes” these same people
endorse the “eammunistie” principle of
“taxation aceording to ability o pay™
When will they ever study Henry
George's idezs, and find out what a
true “free enterprise” economic sysiem
ig?

Wondrew W, Willlams
Rimer
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The Airwaves
elong to the Public

< - in the end, however, Vou
take the position that networks are private
imstitutions whose decisions, however Justi-
fied or unjusiified, are thely own (0 make.
Al first glance, that might seem o he the
proper opindon of anrvone concerned about
orivate-property rights.

Bt the girwaves are nol ihe networks
private properiy. The airwaves beiohy to
the public, and the FCC, aoting az sgent
for the public, Beenges their use o safe-
puard the public's property according o
carefully spelled o conditions of free, falr
and balanced access. The distinetion, sbin-
phy, is one between owpership and stew-
apdship. ..

E Perin GRACE
Chalrman and CEO
W.B. Grace & Co,
Mew York
Fhe wrifer is former choienwm of The
Presudent's Privale Secior Survey on Oost
Cemivol.

A& dBacre tract on myv farm was
valued gt $4.369 5t 19 mills for a tax
of $83 in 1325 when the geing price
for farm land was shout 3350 an
zsere. The same traet foday is val
e at §13,740 at 3557 mills for s tax
of $4684.55 but land in Sugar Creek
{Putnamm) is selling for around §2,-
808, But more: The 16 percent “roil
back,” plus a “deduction” drops the
niet tax to $360.74, which is anly a bt
over four Hines as mouch as 1925 on
tand i least 12 thmes 2 high in the
market taday.

Waoodrow W. Williams,
Colurnbus Grove

The Newe-Journal papers
Wilimingten, DE  6/86

{zeorge foresaw problem

How would Henry George,
Americs’s furn-of-the-century
seonomist and philosopher, have
viewed Hands Across dmerica? In
his seminal book, “Progress and
Poverty,” My, George foresaw
increasing poverty as an inevitable
byprodoct of even our free enter-
prize system.

If he were alive {oday, Mr.
George woulld probably be boih
elated and disappointed by the
“joining of hands,” elated because
recognition is a necessary first step
towards a problemy’s solution; dis-
appointed because z one-shol oui-
pouring of concern and money {ails
to identify root canses or remedies.

Perhaps i today's voung people
perceive that homelesgsness is
growing despile the billions spent
on government Bousing programs,
and that hunger is growing despiie
extension of weliare and food
stamps, they will demand renewed
attention to Mr. George’s plam:
reform of property tazes to convert

thern into land valwe iaxation, an
effective means of promoting pri-
vately financed econoric growth
---------- sxpecially new jobs and new con-
struciion — and of eliminating spe-
cial privilege associated with land
ownership.

If implemented, such a funda-
mental tax reforme could remove
harriers to employing and housing
the arban destituie and provide
hoynes for working families {the
new “homeless”) who cannot afford
them now.

FRAMNE NELSON
Mewark
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Land Heform Began Taiwanese Miracie

S5 SE !
Taiwan 18 a
i peonles

frown ws Chana,
L When nationz]
FETTHTCRT moved irom e maniand o
population

has helped make o the wre
today, and the same 15 true of the meinng
pot thal Talwan hecarne with the gradual
merging of the new amvals and the earlier
setlers 1o & homageneons whole
Croditmust sl50 be given 0 governent
policy. The government of the Repubhic of
China has abwave placed greaiest impeor-

Jack Kelly

[Cont’d from page 1]

Advocates of the George taxalion
theory exist in several countries,
But none, I'm sure, were more dedi-
cated than Jack. He recontly senf 2
book on that sysiem of taxsiion te
Corazon Aguino, the president of ihe
Philippines, saving its adoption
there would cu.e problems of weslth
disiribution in that nation.

Jack got cloze to secing Scranion
adopt the George system of taxation
in 1982, He was excited over the
prospeCt because while many com-
muntlies — ncluding Seranton —
had vsed modified versions of the
systermi in the past, that would have
heen the first time it the Unhied
States that a realty tax would be
ievied only on land.

However, the proposst ran into
problems and the plan was Killed.
Jack was désapp@inlefi The last day
I hiad lunch with him he said the
downtown would have been revilal
ized Ty now had the tax been levied
st on the fand.

Jack, incidenially, was instrumen-
tal in gefting the U of § 3 $100,000
grant from the Hoebert Shalkenbach
Foundstion of New York {o encour-
age Henry George research.

Jack wag an extraordinary persog
i many ways. He hadn'f gone o
coitege but i was vears before |
gver. knew that. He was so literate,
g anslytical, and was such 2 good
writer and talker; T assumied he
tnust have had 2 fine education.
Howeyer, he started with just 2
patched-iogeiher high school educa-
tion and - driven by an insatiable
thirat for Ehowledge — taught him-
seif, everything else: He dig that so
well -the University of Scranton hon-
ered him in 1982 by naming 2 schol-
grshin v his hopor,

dozeptt K. Flonnery, from The Scrantso

Times 7/28/86

opmend, the
12y amdd

ines conducive w rapid
erament appropiated funds -
biliation of public enterpnises, and as the
ecopomy prospered, o number of these
public enterpnses were transforred o pri-
vaie hands. The development beean with
larid reforms and rural reconstruction, then
hght mdusery and then heavy indusiry

Poverty and mequahiy are Botbeds for
ihe spread of commumism and social un-
sest. Twiwan s potable for we equtable
distribution of mcome. Today, the rano of
the mcome o the top 20 percent of
househelds @ that of the botom 20 percent
is [-to-4.3 o perhaps the world's Towest.

Premier Y Kuo-hwa
extracted from
INERTHT »PARCH 31 14

“Theve is one thing stronger than all the
arries in the world and that is an idea

whose ibme has come”
Vietor Hugo

“What one man can imagine, Another can

achieve”

Jules YVerne

The Lasi Biie
Your Keogh plap and [HA
Are savings for a rainy day,
But dor't forget this basic
naxin:
Hefore #'s done, someono
will tay ‘em.
—RB.W. Makeolmson.

Center for the Study of Economics
10329 Lografi Couri
Codumbia, M 21044

Address Correction Reguested

Proselytize!

i ief 1o prosel
idea can be fnund most any
x the wonderful old Windjarmme
sail off the porgeous &
wife Elsize and 1 enjoyed for s week in Jul
There, amidst magnificani scenery, th
eruise offered a perfect selting in whieh 1
inject. a little Georgism  while  gettin
acquainted with the other 26 passenges
and  disvussing  jobs, hobbles, travel
hometowns and the world in generall N
need 1o eome on Loo strong, only encugh 1
whet thelr interest, together with
promise to follow-up with some info in th
mzil. Only one person had ever heard ¢
George. That's why a Csthelie hishop and
priest in Ohde, two  schoolteachers i
Appalachia (HY), an architect and
Journgiist in Texas, a land surveyor in Nes
Hampshire, and an artist in Rhode Isdan
have now received ecopies of Andelsen’
“The Earth is the Lord’s” or similar {racis
Try it - you'll ke i, and find it an effecth
way to "spread the word.”
Frank MNelson

aing ¢coast that m

eritical response! [Cont'd frem page 4]

Jonny-come-lately land buyers
come into my office dally — some of
the zarme ones [ knew 25 vears ago —
moaning about the price at which they
“rould-z bought” the same land then

They still have their enearned -
come from their bank accounis and
blue chips which they have enjoyed for
vears with no effort except cashing
their checks,

Those who bought land have sirng-
gled with tayes, fluctnating farm in-
come, mortgage payments, drought,
{londs, freezes and animal diseases,

How dave they expect to keep any of
the profit from the sale of their lang?
1f the writer is serious, he apparently
dossn’t have two pleces of land

Edna . Moore
Dzwie
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