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ANNUAL GEORGISTS CONFERENCES SET
¢ Pawling, New York - July 26-29
Cambridge, England - August 4-11

Land taxers in the U5, and abroad are
eonvening this summer at two conferences:

Henry George organizations will meet at
Pawling., New York, July 26-29. Pawling is
zhoul 0 miles north of New York City. The
meeting place will be at the atiraetive
5h0-aere Heliday Hills Conference Center.
All aspects of the land value tax propesal
wil be disensssed in this relaxed setiing.
o The International Union for Land Value
taxation and Free Trade will convene August

o The Canadian-American conferences 677

411 at Cambridge University in England, A
doven Lopics op 2l agpects of the land fax ar
being prepared apd partivipsnts will B
eoming from all over the world. ({ particular
interest, witl be the attendonce by 2 large
number of Australians who can give ns a
personal aceount of the extensive Ausiralian
experience with land value taxation,

teaders interested in gelilng more in-
formation about these conferences should
contact Mark Sullivan (212} 697-0880
without delay,

at

HGFA President Cord Sets
“Blueprini’’ for Success
Every Georgist organization should have a

step-hy-sten blueprinl on how B wants o

bring aboui the eventual saiversal adoption

of the Bingle Tax, What achievable goal does
it want io reach i five years, ten and
twenty? Fifiy? Withoutl such a blueprint, our
orgnizations will wander in the wilderness,
dreaming and grumbling to no avail, and with

a dwindling number of suppeorters,

The Henry George Foundation of America
has & Blueprint, and here it is

(1) By 1888 (Henry George's sesquicen-
tennizl), BGFA expects ten ecities to have
~adopted 2 Two-Bate Property Tax, and even:
more impertant, it expects to run studies
which show that new construction has
spurted after the two-rate adoption, just as in
the five cities which have already adopted
the Two-Rate Tax.

£2) From 1989 to 1999, we expect the
mainstream economists, organizations and
politicans to be convineed by the above that
the Land Tex works, and puts people to werk

it they be convinesd but they

and not only

Hawaiian Landowners vs.

the U.5. Supreme Court

On May 30 the U8, Supreme Court handed
down a ruling (voting 8 to 0} that 2 state may
use ifs power of eminent domain to bresk up
jarge esiates and transfer land ownership lo
the esiates’ tenanis. The decision culminaied
a legal battle fought in Hawall over control
by 72 private landowners of 47 percent of
Hawaii's land ({(the Federa! and State
governments own another 4% percent).

According to Justice Sandra Day {'Connor
the ¥ifth Amendment, which permits govern-
ment {after paving just compensation) to
acguire privately owned land for public use
alee applies to “regulating oligopoly and the
evils associated with @.”

Bignifcantly, the Hawail legislature identi-
fied the states “Feudal Land Tenure System”
as = “socinl and ecomomie evil” that was
inflating lznd prices and iajuring the public
trenouility snd welfare.”

Hawail's homeowners complained of ra-
pidly ricing ground lease rates {some going
from $306G to $106,000 annually) and initiated
suits to reguire the landed estates to sell to
them the jJand on which residentia! dweliings
were buill. Much of the land is controlled by
the non-profit Bishop Fistate, to administer
rative Hawailan-heid lands for the benefit of
those of Hawziian desesnt. Under State law,

trusiess receive 2% of the estafe's income.

Hising ground renis gave each trustee a
$250.800 income in 1983,

The inequities of the land tenure system
are not poing to disappesr as a result of the
Court’s decision. However, the land monop-
oly has been recognized for what it is and its
costs in human terms. At least now real
reform may be possible. For ore thing, more
land will be coming into the realm of taxable
property which may alleviate some of the tax
burden cn labor and capital. More impor-
tantly, there is now precedent to use the
courts as a tool for freeing the nation’s land
from monopoly.

will finally ACT fo get {worate legislation
passed. Control of the idea will ship oul of the

... and, Harrishourg

maoves closer to LYY

hands of our Georgist organizations and the
Mainstreamers themselves will start to
spread the idea from city to city, We'll always
be needed to hold high the torch and to

spread the Whole Philosophy - the populace

HGFA/CSE president Steven Cord spent
much time in 1983 doing for
Harrisburg eity officials, also calling, writing
and visiting them. Well, unbeknownst to us,
the ecity did make a nice move towards
un-taxing improvements.

It reduced the tax rate on improvements
by 1 1/2 mills, keeping the millage rate cn
land constant. The new rates are 20.38 mills
on improvements coupled with 58.25 mills on
land, We were just informed of this fact by
Mayor Reed of Harrisburg who was
surprised to see that in the April issue of
“Incentive Taxation,” his city was not
included in the list of cities in which there had
been incentive land tax activities.

“Frankly,” Cord said, “I had given up hope
for Harrisburg in 1984 and so didn’t make
inguiry about what rates they had adopted
back in December. This is good news. The
trend is right in Harrisburg and helps us
maintain some momentum as we go into the
1985 hunting season. Maybe our Bandwagon
is starting to move. It’s tco bad I wasn't able
to tell our members about this victory in my
last letter to them.”

1983 produced two victories (New Castle
and . Harrisburg), one small setback {(Me-
Keesport), three near-misses and numerous
good prospects for the coming year.
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must eventually “see the whele Cat” - but i
our Bandwagon is ever Lo get moving, it will
be hecause the Mainstreamers are pushing it
‘as ihe result of having been eonvinced of the
benefits of land wvalue taxation. HGIA, of
course, will have to assiduously publicize pur
construction spurt siudies.
B

Getting from Here to LVT

Dan Sullivan suggests two new ideas:

1. Assess the annual value of patent rights
and after a period of aboui five years,
gradually increase the tax on these rights
just as we would do with land. This weuld
prevent patent-holders from sitting on their
patents and not doing anything withk therm.

2. Owners of vacant land should publicly
post the price they think their sites are
worth. They pay a tax based on that price,
but anyene may buy the site at the posied
price plus 10%. This would give us constant
price indications for various types of land,
and we would not have to wait for a sale to
establish them. Perhaps this public price
posting should apply not only to vacant land,
but land with minimal improvements worth
up to $10,000.

What do you think?

L
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HGFA Acquires Rare Edition
of Progress & Poverty

Just a iittle note to ihat  your
organization is the proud pessessor of 2 copy
of the original Author’s Edition of Progress &
Poverty, George published an edition by his

own hand in San Francisco prior to having it

S8¥

“published by Appleton and Co. in New Yotk

This copy was purchased by Truslee
Eichard Biddle in 1979 when he attended the
Centennial Celebration. He found it in a
bookstore and we bought it for $400. We
carry it on our books ai that fgure, and we
sentimentally regard it as the Soul of Qur
QOrganization. In our daily wheelings and
dealings, it iz there in our main office to
remind ug to remain faithfol to its principles.

It's up o us to make Henry George and the
Single Tax a household word. If we work
hard enough, and successfully encugh, then
the monetary value of this special copy of
P&P will skyrocket!

NEWCOMB
INCENTIVE AWARD

Any member of HGFA or the USE who
wishes to nominate some Georgist or
non-Georgist for the Newcemb Incentive
Award should write Lo us requesting a
brochure on the standards of the Award. In
gweneral, anyone who has advanced our Cause
significantly during the past year would be
given serious consideration.

Eetier Writers Scofe Points

Many of our members have had success in
getting their letters to the editor published.
Twa who have done so are Edith Capon and
Walier Rybeck.

An exterpt from Edith Capen’s published
letter: “If rural assessors can pressure the
development of farmland by inecreasing
assessTents on it, why are mot D.C. and
suburban assessors doing likewise and so
induce the development of underused land
there, thus minimizing the *need” to develop
farmland in Maryland and Virginia?”

An excerpt from Walter Rybeck's leiter:
" “Heavier land taxes in the ciiies and at their
peripheries {as contrasted with tax shelters
for landowners) would do more than any
other techniqua to discourage in-city specu-
lation, spur in-city growth of the right kind in
appropriate locations and preserve open
space and rural areas.”

Have you written your editor lately?

THE UL TIMATE BEAIN DRAIN

Frank Nelson, our Egqual Rights editor,
challenged the readers in the last issue to
follow Heney George's adviee in “The Land
Cruestion,” chapier 13:

“Imagine labor-saving inventions to go to
the farthest imaginable point, that is to say,
to perfection. What then? Why then, the
neecessity for labor being done away with, all
the wealth thai the land could produce would
go entirely to the landowners. None of it
whatever could be claimed by anyone else.
For the laborers there would be no use at all.
I shey continued to exist, it would be merely

as pavpers on the bounty of the landewners.™

Frank asked us to describe a possible
future “in which labor-saving inventions had
replaced all laber. Well, here is such a
possible foture:

The vitimate technelogical invention would
be the use of psychokinesis. That iz the
power of mind over matter for which there is
ne ample proof of its exisience. lis
technological application would eombine the
raw materials of the sarth by uze of mentsl
energy se that all our material desires would
be met.

Do I want & more comforiable chaiy? T have
only to apply my psyehokinetic powers to
grow an appropriste tree and have the wood
sawed and finished; | would then exiract the
metal ores from the earth and Hnish themy;
shear wool for the upholstery; in a final bursi
of mental energy, 1 would have all these
materials cut and agsembled into a design to
fit my faney, [ then move the compleied chair
into my home.

EBut wait! There are flies in the ocintment, .

and they are the landowners. The owners of
{he sites whence come the raw materials will
demand their rent, as will the owners of the
site upon which my house rests. Alas, the
chair will cost me no less than it does now,
and unless I am a landowner, where would I
get the income necessary to buy the ehair? I
could not sell my labor because none would
now be needed for production; nor could I
offer any capital to the productive process; it
wouldn't be needed. I would, as a petential
laborer or capitalist, be completely penniless.
Were I to exist at all, it would be at the
pleasure of the landowners.

What does all this come to? The total
output of the economy will go to rent once we
put into place the ultimate technological
improvement since it makes all labor and
capital unnecessary. It would then seem
logieal for s to assume that all technological
improvements have the effect of increasing
the share of the total economic output which
would go to the landowner as rent. It then
becomes imperative for us to make sure that
this increasing share is put into the hands of
those who rightfully own it - the public.
Steven Cord

Califnrnin Goorgist Morgan Harris Fropeses
» “Nations} Loblbvisg Organbation”

Maorgan Harris is spearheading an effort Lo
bring Georgisis together under one flag in an
affort to suceessfully achieve both legisiative
and educational goals of the movement, The
name of the proposed public-inierest organi-
zation is the “Henry George Assoclation: Ae
iion for Tax Reliel”

Diiscussion of Morgan's proposal iz planned
for at the Anmual Georgist Conference in
Pawhing, New York. The preconference
segsions held Wednesday evening July 25
and Thursday July 26 will incorperate
presentation of this proposal by Mergan and
other Georgists supporiing the effort.

For more deiailed information contact
either Morgan Harris in Culver City
Cahitornin or Beob Claney, Director of the
Couneil of Georgist Organizations at 5 Fast
24th Street, New York, WY 10017,

ﬁﬁwﬁﬁ*w##zﬁﬁé*#

Audie Cassette Now Available

Finally we have compleied the audio tape
cassette that goes along with our 25 minute
slide show illustrating the advantapes of a
two-rate tax. Now we have both available for
our members who might need them for
making a presentation to s local group. Just
borrow it by writing to CSE, 680 North Sixth
Street, Indiana, Pa., 15701.

“_ .. A young man who with ail his teaching
has not been taught the egual rights of afl
men is no more fit to become a worker in
society tharn @ young man who has no knowl-
edge of tools is fit to enter a machine shop. If
he should enter such, it would only be for
destruction.” John G. Fee, Founder

Berea College

Georgist Roland Ballen has produced a
sizeable pamphlet containing recent letiers
to the editor which he has published. In fact,
he had published at least 34 letters, most
since 1980! This is a most not worthy
accomplishment and Roland is offering his
pamphlet for sale at a cost of $1. Readers are
invited to order by writing to Roland Ballen,
4290 Wilkie Way, Palo Alto, CA.
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f Irving 5. Reed of Banta Moniea
Califernia found ouf semething interesiing
hiz receni trip to China lasi Qelober.
He found that Chinese leader Deng
Kinoping instituted an sgricnliural reform
thai works something like this: “Instead of
the famer working fov the State under the
dirsetion of a central commiites, Deng
Hiaoping decided to have the farmer lease
the land froin the Siate, and to give him

~whatever freedom he needed to best plan,

-~ pianty harvest -and-—market his prodoess

Writes Mr. Reed: “I don't know how the
lease valee of the land is determined in this
farm reform system, Tt is apparently some
formula based on past performanee, output of
nearby farms, and siutielpated production.
Whatever the methad is, it works - and guite
well. I was guite impressed by how weli-to-de
and bappy the farmer sppeared, compared
with the average factory or office worker in
the ity

Mr. Heed urges Georgisis to
information en this new land-leasing ap-
proach. :

collect

Georgist YVoice Heard
By New York Times

To the Editor
The New York Times

The assumption of Mr. Horace Kramer,
commenting on the Times’ editorial advocacy
of inereasing texes on land and reducing
those on buildings, dees not accord with the
facts. Mr. Kramer states that when land by
itself becomes so valuable that the building
does not add to its value, 2 new one to
maximize the land value, replaces it.

One has only to look around to see that this
does not always happen. Multitudes of
obsolete buildings sit on valuable land,
comfortably held by those speculating for
higher prices, while surrounding sites
adequately developed, pay very high taxes,
and their oecupants pay the penalty of higher
rents.

There seems no doubt that low tax rates on
land restrain normal economie development
and cause prices and rents for the remainder
to increase. Untaxing buildings, and taxing
all land of equal value equally, would
stimulate development, reduce unemploy-
ment and lower rents.

Jesse A. Zeeman
Washington, D.C. 20037

Iohn Weaver Heminisces

Jokn Weaver is sur Grand Old Man of the
Henry Gosrge Voundsiion. He apd Percy
Willlame bave artively werked for the

-Foundation ever sinee i was founded 56

years agn, Carrently he resides at fsabelis

" Homie, Boom 304, 515 Audubon Avense, Mew

YVork, NY 16648 He is not & wan to blow his
awn horn, but we Bnslly mduced bim to wrile
& Bittle memerandum defailing his personal
life. This is what ke wrote:

I was born August 10, 1896 in Rochester,
Pa., where my father served as the methodist
minister, as he bad done in seversl western
Pennsiyvaniz towns. The home I remember
best was in Beaver Falls where I went to high
sehool for four years and emerged from a
solitary childhood. I atiended Allegheny
College in Meadville, Pa. where I edited the
“TALY magazine and was spspended for ten
davs for publishing sensational articles.

I was impressed by Woodrow Wilson's
vigion of a new world and enlisted in the
nedies] service during World War 1L Wilson's
visions helped bring an end to the war, but
tack of such vision on the part of Britain and
France resulted in the mistreatment of
Germany and paved the way for Hitler's
emergence less than twenty years later.

¥ went to churches where the ministers
saw the same reality. The wifs of one iold me
about her childhood experiences as a member
of the Society of Friends. I was so impressed
that I became a Quaker and have been able to
persuade my grandson and three sons to
register as conscientious objectors. I also
have five grand-daughters.

My first adult job was at the Kingsley
settlement house where I worked with

‘Charles Cooper. He died prematurely, and I

was left as director of a large public forum,
“The Hungry Club,” which evolved into a
radio and television program called “The
Allegheny Roundiable.” The forum and
program had a sixty-five year history of
service based on the motto “a passion for
understanding.”

I married a fellow settlement house Worker!
who was the daughter of an Italian sea!
captain. We had six children of whom four
are living: Robert, a painter; Fritz, an actor;
Mary, a set designer and wife of an actor; and
Daniel, a boeck critic.

I first heard of Georgism in an early World
War I “war garden” headquarters. It was
there that a visiting real estate man told me,
“You may think it odd for someone in my
business to be a ‘single-taxer,” but I don't
think people ought to hold land idle.” When I
came in 1920 to Charles Cooper’s Hungry

5%
hrowught his frier 5

the Kingsiey stafl abont the
it frequently st the Hun Club. especially
from a versatile questionasker, John Henry.
He decided to run for mayor, bul se did

party leader, David Lawrenee. He won ihe
Itemoeratic primary and then ihe eleciion in
1982 with the fmpeiuvs given hy Franklin

Boosevell and the fear of extreme e

pression.
For McNair the answer to the Depression
was the taxing of unused land inte use and

untaxing . _improvements, and he began

dramativing this.truth io every way be and

his friend Bili Foster could think of - some of
their methods were very eccentric and
beyotid the eomprehension of the average
voter. 1 found it just my ticket to write
gaxplanations of the latest MeNair stunts in
words whick came ezsy to me and the papers
‘were printed. I am sorry that clippings of
silv found. Perhaps

these letters are not ez
same day they will be.

Bl the final sueh ep
at hiring someone oy fice
pe confirmed by Couneil. This body saw an
euportunity Lo get rid of MeNair, and he was
foreed {0 relire at about mid-tepm. He was
suceeeded by Cornelius Seally, whe said,
“Vou will find our offiee completely ailent on
ihis subject.” McMalr, however, continued 1o
talk on street corners, and when election
time came, four of us joined him on u ckel
which got a modest vole. David Lawrence
restored him to respectability by getling bim
. Ho died of 2

a seal in the state legislat
heart attack shortly afierward, in 1948,

1 joined with Perey Wilkiams as & minar
collaborator on his Equel Rights and aided it
continuing small Graded Tax League meet
ings, when suddenly Councilman Coyne
astonished us by publiely declaring that we
had been “right ali along.” From then on he
worked vigorously educating his feltow
councilmen and was able to inerease the land
tax rate until it became more than b times the
building tax rate.

Members of the Center for the Study of
Economics (and HGFA) are asked to
nominate (Georgists who have worked hard,
long and effectively for our cause - this for
the 1984 Newcomb Incentive Award.

We have to present these awards at the
forthcoming convention in Pauling, New
York and so please don't delay - send in your
nominations today.




Mew Zealand

Thiz countey of 2.5 million probably is
Using more land value taxation at the iccal
tevel ithan even Awstralia, Souih Afries or
e ;}mazk Flat the Georgist Movement there

L and sorse dizquis
ult of the § zani
speendators,  These disquieling
changes should be reported to American
Georgists:

{1) Heme years ago, the definition of iznd

tivities

of  land

Wvalzes. was extended to include retaining.

wils, levelling, cleacing and felling, filling,
ete. This change in a mountzincus country
like New Zealand represented & notable shift
of rates to capital iinprovements, according
to Betty Nable, a ieading New Zealand
Geergist.

{#} I the local taxpayers vote for a land
value tax, that do s conld ha revoked by
an astion of the loesl Council which could
i ehange to anobher svstem
without reference to the taxpayers,
Naoble: "Thiz meant people could work very
hard eollecting signatures and applving for a
poll only io find three years later that the
svsiem of rating had been overturned and
they weuld have o sfart all over again {o get
it chanped back for another three years.
That, you will undersiand, was sofficient to
darpen anvone’s enthusizem.”

{3} Differential Jand fzx rates have been
intreduced. Mow different categories of
property ean be zssessed at  different
percentages. This has resulted in lower land
taxes pald by homeowrers and also vacant
land. This change has made it difficult for
land taxers to show that a switch to the site
value tax wousd reduce taxes for most
homeowners,

Heretofore, Georgists hke Roland O’Regan
znd Bob Keall spread the land tax easily by
getiing “the figures for any district where
any local person had shown interest in the
subject (often interest generated by Bob or
himeelf) and with some straightforward
arithmetic show that most householders
would pay less under site value rating than
under either of the other two rating systems.
With this attraetion, and Mr. O'Regan’s and
Bob’s encouragement, unimproved value
rating became almost universal.” Perhaps we
could duplicate this feat in the U.S. and
Canada if we could get state laws passed
which would allow adoption of a two-rate tax
by either eouncil or a vote of all loecal
residents. In the latter case, it could be
provided that if 5% of the taxpayers signed a
petition for a referendum on the issue, then
local taxpayers would vote on whether the
property tax should be reduced on buildings

nz changes bave

Into pelitics. He 1gru

Morth Carolina
Ted Morris In State Houne Haee
Ted Morris, lopg-time Georglst an
suppoerter, is runping o represent th
District of North Carolina in ihe Siate House
of Representatives, This is his first venture
ng ob the Hepublican
ticket; Morth Carclina is strongly Democratic
so be will need the help of all good Georgists.
The first plank in his platform i to
introduce inte the North Caroling Legisisture
a law which would allow loealities to tax land
and buildings at different rates. Readers
wishing o support Ted should pet in fouch
43 Orocket Asheville,

with him =i

NC 28805,

Avenue,

fHlinois

Our Chicags Georgists, organized as the
Retter Cities Commitiee of lllinois under the
leadership of William O. Harky, had 2 publis
showing of the Tm, This Lesd Is Mine. A
nanel diseussion and refresbmenis fllowed.

Missouri

(ur smali but hard-working band of
Missouri Georgists almost had a Great
Victory to report. They managed to get a
lecal option land value tax constitutional
amendment passed in the lower House of
Missouri State Legislature. Then the mea-
sure passed through the appropriate Senate
Committee and was on the docket for
consideration by the Senate when the
Legislative session came to an end.

Farmers and mining interests were the
chief opponents,

How discouraging - but not really, although
the amendment will have to start all over
again from scratch in the next session,
experience has shown that the process
becomes easier once there has been some
action taken on the measure in the previous
session. Many measures require répeated
introduction before final suecess is achieved.
Rep. Walter Mueller is dedicated to passage
and works furiously for the idea. So
prospects for passage in the next session are
more likely than they were even for this
gession.

(Editor’'s Note - the Henry George
Foundation funded the expenses of three
people to testify in St. Louis in behalf of the
measure},

Ly

monihs ag.
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California

Lauras Tallian of San Dego says that
between slections, "officials relgn as uo-
cheeked as kings” A good reform ke LVT
mighi be wanted by the majorily, but onee in
power, their representatives do not act in
their behalf.

sugpests that 2 commu
council of citizens be established with the
power to qualify an initiative (vote by the
people) without further signatures. In
Zurich, Switzerland sueh an approach has
worked very well. The members of this
ecuncil would be chosen by rapdem sample
like & jury. Ms. Tallian concludes: “H a
Georgist organization would promote this
plan, it would win the approval of the people;
therefore, there would be a constituency
favorable to land reform. A door would be

opened.”

Pennsylvania

A bill to allow school distriets to replace
the property tax with an income tax was
narrowly defeated in the Pennsylvania
Legislature this past year. its chief pro-
ponent, Rep. Ben Wilson, complained that
when the bill was in the House Committee
{after passage in the Senate), it got stopped
dead by letters from opponents:

“Lietters started to flow and some of these
people {committee members) got exciied
because they got two letters,” Wilson said.

“Somehody gets a couple of letters and ali
of a sudden they're telling me, ‘Everyone’s
against it ”

Moral of the story: write! On highly
publicized issues, your letter can get lost; it
becomes one amony thousands, But on less
publicized issues, such as tax bills, your leter
becomes vital. This is particularly true st the
City Council level when land vaiue tax hills
are up for consideration. There are times
when our legislators are very semsitive to
pressure groups, if they should do something,.
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1 particularly like Bill's explanation of why
the land tax cannot be passed om among
other reasons, the land value tax would cauvse
vacant (and we would add, pariially used)
land io be put on the market, thus reducing
jand rent. An old idea but one I hadwt
thought of i this context.

Well, give it a try. Risk 82, ¥ you know Eill
Meweomb, you know his book is not going to
he doll run-of-the-mill

Pennsvlvania Saga

The Eqgeal Rights Award for commitment,
determination and persistence in the face of
fieree opposition has to go to Benjamin
Howells, President of the Alleniown (PA)
City Council. Howells has introduced T.YT
legisiation in ecuncil in five of the past eight
yvears, only (o have # narrowly defeated. In
attempts al passage, The bill was defeated
twice by counctl, and then thres {imes by

mayors veto the most recent veto
securring last December.
We should all applavd Howells' wvaliant

efforts and hope that he will keep the faith,
“keep fiving” and find atiempt number siz fo
be the winning number!

stead man's labor,
\ f)’}zi o
why freedom is hesding lor the grave

fretrpe American. a

Oh, Hewry Georg
pairiol, you see

He earned his ecopomics well, and iried lo
set men free

He fought for sll the ideals thai others left
behind

WES AR

Gur economy s foundering, the soclalist
draws neigh,

Trade i3 choked, and prices rize, and we do
wonder why,

O, stagilation and confiict are bound to be

When Jeffersen, Paine, and Frankiin were our lot
buried in the ground While the Samuelsons and Carters deal with
tommrot

Oh, the day will come when the iruth he
tavght, and the end is

drawing near, we'll wish we'd faliowad his
advice when land

was not so dear

Now, George's ethics and economy have all
zone by the beard

And Keynesians do wonder why men are
‘prone to board

i,wo dlffcrent thmgs,
Justice dies, production dries, and freedom
does not ring.

ye 8¢ NOW We

weep, and wender why, our wealth is running
dry

Production and distribution must go hand in
hand, but how is it

that men get rich just by owning land?

For the land was here before we came, and
will be when we're not

This is the truth that George did know that
we have long forgot

Oh, Herry George was an American, a
patriot vou see,

He learned his economies well, and tried to
set men fres,

He fought for ali the ideals that cthers left
behind

When Jefferson, Paine, and Fra
buried in the ground.

nklin were
Professors and politieo’s refuse to under-

stand that everyman &
is equally entitled io the land

Tweo Trillion-Dollar Folder

Perry Prentice some time agoe wrote a
folder entitled “The Two Trillion-Doliar Cost
of Today's Wrong Kind of Property Tax.”
Lots of Georgists have found this handsome
red and blue folder suitable for inseriien in
the usual #10 size enveiepe to be very
effective for handing ovt at public meetins. It
says it all as briefly as possible in words that
non-Georgists can understand.

{f you would like to order ihis pamphlet for
your own use, the change is $6 per 100
including postage. Write to:

Mediz Foundation for Land Economies
580 Narth Sixth Street
Indizna, PA 15701

HGFA/CSE Pens

If you have received one of the special
HGFA pens as a thank-you for your annual
contribution - the one with our slogan
emblazoned on it, “The Earth is the
Birthright of All Mankind” - well, about one
pen in a hundred has a somewhat defective
refill. Let us know - we'll be glad to send you
another.

How to make a Big Gifs
st Little Cost to Yourself

You are no doubt aware that gifis to the Cenler for the Study of Economies are
deductible from your in¢ome taxz as 2 charitable contribution. Your gift doest't cosi you as
much as you give.

But if you give approcisted securities, your tax saving will be even greater and the cost
of the gift would be even less. That's berause you get net only the charitable contribuiien
deduction, bui you aveid payving the capital gains tax as well

For example, suppose you give C.8.E, $3.000. Your tax hracket is about 40% and you
have appreciated securities which cost you $1,500 and are now worth $3,000. It is to your
advantage to give securities rather than cash.

CASH GIFT

If you make a gift by writing a check for $3,000, you will reduce your taxes by $1, 20()

(40% tax bracket x $3,000). In essence, your gift has cost you $1,800.
GIFT OF SECURITIES
If, on the other hand, you give your appreciated securities now worth $3,000, you will .
saveineometaxesof ... ... .. .. ... L $1,200. |
{40% tax bracket x $3,000)
In addition, you aveid the capital gains tax which would have been incurred on a sale of the
appreciated securities approximatelyequalto.......... ... ... .. ... ... ... ... $ 240
. ($1,500 gain x 40% of capital gain x 40% tax bracket)
for a total savings of

This makes the actual eost of your gift ............ ... . . ... .. ... .. .. .... $1,560
~ When you consider that your gift is being made with securities that cost you $1,500, your
$1,440 tax savings provides you with an out-of-pocket cost of $60. Because of ihis
signiticant savings, many donors feel they can help C.S.E. a little more. There are similar
benefits in all tax brackets.

Two cautions are in order. First, you must have held the stock for more than one year so
that you can take full advantage of your capital gain situation. Second, don't give
depreciated securities. Those could be sold, the loss elaimed on your tax return, and the
gift made in cash.

C.8.E. headquarters can supply you with instructions to facilitate a gift of appreciated
securities. If you wish to know more about making such a gift, simply let us know.




Perey Willlams was our peerless leader for
! .

mory than half s sentury :
Divector of the Henry George Foundation
from 1926 1o his death in 1377 at the age of
82 We remember him fondly.

He jefi behind hundreds of essays on sll
soris of sovial wopies which his successor has
been winnowing and eollecting sines 977,
The [ollowing extract iz from one of his
5 on unions, aznd we will be glad w

receive letiers onm it from our readers:

“¥f the employer were left {ree to either
deal with the labor wnion or employ labor
from other sourees, there would be bar-
gaining in the true senze of the term. Dut the

~AFRGTS BXE

noi permitied the option of buying labor in a

free market.

“Under such conditions it is clear that the
strike or threat of a strike is a conspiracy in
restraint of trade and should be cutlawed in
the interesis of freedom and justice.

“There is no natural or legal right Lo strike.
Seme confuse the right’ o sirike with the
right Lo quil or resign frem a job. No one
gquestions the right of an individual or any
number of individuals to quit work so long as
they do not attempt to bold thelr jobs sut of
use after they have quit. What the striker
does is not guit his job but rather to insist
upon Bolding 2 job on his own terms while
refusing to do the work that be agreed to do
when he accepted the job”

We Need an Assessment Tribuse

if the assessor should assess a property too
high, then the owner has a remedy: he can
appeal. But whal happens if a property is
under-assessed, with the result that all other
property owners in town mauast pay higher
propesty  taxes to make wup for the
unider-assessed properties? They will be
exploited!

We can assume that the under-assessed
owners aren’t going to appeal their as-
sessments. So here's a solution: in order to
chailenge under-assessments, we need to
eleet an Assessment Tribune whose job it
would be to challenge under-assessments by
the Assessor’s Office wherever he can find
them. (if course, he should not be part of the
Asszessor’s Office and should operate in-
dependent of if.

Most of his salary should be paid as a
commission on all the assessment increases
he is able to win. I suggest a 5% commission
the first year, 2% for the second after
up-assessment, mayhe 1% for the year
thereafter.

What do you think?

Steven Cord

cizse a monopaly. The employer-ig.—

In The Press: Aldergrave Btar

of land-tities, and s¢ promotes construction of
homes, sotres and factories. Tt exerts
pressure on downlowsn landowners to re-
vitalise the decayed core of citiss withoul
subsidies and their public spirit iz nol
penalised by taxes on their structures. We
end up with an “incentive fax” that is easily
assessed and collecied, and eannot be “stuck
to the consumer”.
The element of this incentive tax, as i iz
kpown in Penssylvaniz, - that should
recommend 1t to those interested io
municipal finance iz itz ability fto colleet for
the public, the publicly created site-income
year by yer. Development charges exact a
big levy that s merely a one-shol paymeni
for the privilege of continuing to shori-
change the publie excheguer ad infinitum.
This one-shot is “stuck Lo the consomer”.
The philosephy that weicomes develep-
ment charges is at the root of the present
depression. The sooner people seek sanity in
numicipal finance rather than “windfall
profits” from some, the sconer shail we
appreach the up-grade to prosperity.
Chilliwack
Eetired teacher

ERNIE ERYAN
13-83

CThistax-shift drastieslly reduees the priee— ]

ifre Budlding Tax?

s siuesu 25 alf good C8E-er
id by landowners and th

vy, T
M.M&H

eannoi pass L on o ?ur Lenants, Dut whe
pays the property tax on buildings?

is it passed forward 1o Lenants in the formw
of higher rents, or it i3 passed bachward te

e
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landowners in the form of lower landrent!
Frofesser Mason Gaffney has someihing
interesting Lo say on this pressing issue:
“The ax on buildings uitimately is borne
by the land owner in the form of lower land
values. Mominally, the tax appears to fali on
capital. However, sipve capital is migrajory
investors don't bave to accepl 3 lower rate ol
return in the jurisdiction thai lawes them.
Therefore they can and do shift the tax.
“MNow, g5 [ used to see if, they shifi i 1o the
tepanis, and indeed some of thal ocours.
Anything that reduees the supply of a
comnumiily increases the orice. I you reduce
the sunply of buildings, vou eas ralse the
rent. However, ienants are also migratory -
whe move through well
but

teas than investors
paved ways in seareh of higher returns -

‘in the long run they alse are migratory, and

inereasingly se in this age of aute-mobility.

“If taxes are not shifted forward to tenants
in higher rents, that leaves the non-
migratory element, the land, to absorb, the
tax as Professor Bichman pointed ocut.”

Mow the question is, WHAT DO YOU
TEINK? Re%pﬂnsns from our eaders are
invited.

Center for the Study of Econcomics
580 N. Sixth St.
Indiana, Pa. 15701

7
fockiny
LEEES

Address Correction Requested

Non-Profit Crganization
U. & POSTAGE
Paln
Permit No. 58

NORMLE A. BROSHY
w 5, BOT 421
TOW, VA 26430



