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A Vision of

A WORLD OF SMALLNESS AND

by Kirkpatrick Sale

AtPH EORSOD! spent many years of his life trying
to present — in fact, to live — an alternate economic
life, ope devoted to the principles of homesteading,
selfsufficiency, right livelihood, ecological benignity,
and stewardship of the earth and iis resources. From
Flight From the Ciry to Seventeen Problems in Free
America and Green Revolution, he was ever aware of
the need to know the sarth and its capabifities and to
derive fraom them the fullest, most textured life.

And it is in that spirit that | would iike to offer to
his followers and friends & vision which | have spent
some time trying to refine and formulate. 1t is the
vision of an economy built on the human scale, con-
rroliable by people, organic rather than plastic, whaose
guiding words are “simpler,” “smaller,”” “cheaper,”
“sater,”” not “"More, Nore, More,” rootad uitimately
irn the naiural world, with a view of the human eco-
Nomy as being part of — rather than ruler over —
MNature: 2 gystemn that goes from the Greek root odkos,
meaning house or housshold, not 1o the Latin eco-
noiny but to ecology,

The human scale vision is, in short, based on the
idea of bioregional setf-sufficienty — a North Americs,
a world, made up of autonomous and empowered
regions, whose boundaries, and activities, are deter-

“mined not arbitrarily by governments but organically

by Nature. Bioregional selfsufficiency. In other
waoids, the break-up of the American system — fo cure

“the break-clown of the American system.

Let me, briefly, examine the two parts of that
phrase, and suggest in some very preltminary ways
what they might entail.

A bioregional economy takes its guiding principles
from ecodynamics and its form from nature, The first
law of ecodynamics is that conservation, preservation,
sustenance, is the central goal of the natural world,
hence its resistance to large-scale structural change
{such as the industrial world has been trying to foist
upon it for a century). The second law is that, far
from being entropic — as is fashionable for many of
the ignorant to claim - nature is inherently stable and
works alwavys toward what ecologists call a climax,
that is to say, a balanced, communal, integrative state
of maturity.

Now you will note that these two natural laws do
not sit well with the imperatives of capitalism — but it
is not hard to imagine an economy based upon them,
as many economists from John Stuart Mill on down
have done, |t would be one in which one sought to
maintain rather than exploit the natural world, to en-
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courage rather than resist the processes of Nature, to
try to understand and accomodate to the character of
the environment rather than to run blindly and stu-
pidiy up against it.

An environmentally-conscious bloregional econo-
my would be what is now fashionable to call a steady-
state economy — in other words, like nature, one
which wouid seek a climax, a balance a stability, not
seeking gmwth and change &nd “Progress;”” one which
wouid minimize resource use, emphasize conservation
and recycling, avoid poi!utian and waste; one which
would adapt its systems to the natural givens — energy
based on wind, for example, where nature called for
that, or wood where that was appropriate; ong which,
like Nature, would seek to bringsach individual, sach
community, tw its healthiest and richest — knowing
that the maximum health of the svsiem derives from
the maximum health of each part.

As ta ths form, the setting of such an economy,
that, 100, is determined by nature. A bicregion is part
of the earth’s surface where there is & more-gr-lass dis-
tinct gecgraphical, biclogies!, horticultursd, argl clima-
tic identity, from which the human inhabitanis have
gevei @gxea? & more-or-less distinet soonomic, social, and
cubiural identity, A watershed, or river basin, is per-
haps the maost obvious type of bicregion, though there
can be many others— a valley, say, or a deser}, or a
plateau, The borders between them are usuaily not
rigid — and that is another rather lovely feature of the
bioregion as a pofitical concept - hut the regions
themselves are not hard to identity, when once we
pay attention to nature’s patterns rather than those
of some government,

| have spent considerable time in recent months
trying to determine just what the map of North Ameri-
ca might look like if based on a bioregional concept,
weighing such things as geological substrata, soil pat-
terns, rainfall contours, biotic spreads and a great deal
more. And the remarkable thing is that not only do
the bioregions begin to take a rough shape, bhut a sur-
prising number of them conform te the pattern of Na-
tive Indian settlements as near as we know it to have
been. Well, mavybe that is not so surprising because
the Indians understood the concept of the bioregion,
almiost viscerally as it wers, long before we caime and
imposed our own cancepts upon them; fike most pre-
literate people, they specielized in understandingwhat
Nature was like, what she had to teach, what she
could tolerate, what she demanded, and so it was only
natural that they would settle themselves — and in
general with great success — in bioregional patterns.
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T&"se biogregions, then, are Nature's givens, the eop-
logical truths of our earth, 1t would behoove us fo
_pay attention to them, and soon.

As to how we pay atiention, that takes us o the
second par: of my phrase, to “seff-sufficiency.” A
bioregion with a self-sufficient economy would find
ways of providing for all its essentials within that re-
gion, within what Nature has provided — not a diffi-
cult task at all, when you come down to it, and again
it was essentially how the indians lived. There is not
a single bioregion in this country that would not, if it
iooked to all its resources, be able to provide its own
abundant food, its own energy, its own shelter and
clothing, its own health and medical care, its own arts
and manufactures and indusiries. Most parts of this
country are singularly fitted to depend on their own
natural endowments — and where this or that material
or resource may be missing, it is not long before hu-
man ingenuity is able to contrive a substitute — as, for
exampiz, this country learned to get rubber from the
guayule plant during World War 1! when rubber sup-
plizs from shroad were threatened, IT necessity is the
rmother of invention, 1 ve long insisted, then seli-suf«
ficiency is the grandmother.

Does it make sense, | ask you, for New York City
to impor: 28 000 tong of broceoii s year from Cali
forria when it could just essily get that amount of
broceol] from its own bioregion provided it were de-
veloped eensibiv? Does it make sense for my Man-
hatian 1o be totslly dependent on the Sacramento ad
Sen Joaquin valleys for almost all its vegetebies and
much of its fruit? Among the consequences: itmeans
higher prices, chviously, for transportation, storage
and gistribution; it means the expenditure of imimensa
amounts of fossii fuels — all the stuff comes by truck—
and a heavy ol on the already crumbling highways;
it means increased polivtion right straight across the

country, but particularly in New Yori, and increased

congestion too; it means a decline in nutritional qua-
lity, inevitably, and oftentimes the addition of chemi-
cels put in just so that the stuff can travel so far s
long; it means that farmers in New York and New
Jersey are squeezed out of business, their lands sold
and turned into shopping malls and condominiums,
and more people moving intc the already crowded
metropolitan areas, with tha concomitant impoverish-
ment of vast rural aress; and in California it means
ripping up the countryside for the demands of agri-
business, the death of the family farmer, the de-
pletion of topsoi] and water resources, the over-use of
pesticides and fertilizers, with a great risk to both
grower.and consumer, and the creation of fragile mo-
nocuitures and risk to pest and disease attack. Does
that — by any measure — make sense?

There may be certain difficulties with this idea of
self-sufficiency — it does usuzlly demand some extra
work (though obvicusly that is just what is needed in
a land of such high unemployment); it may require
socme change in eating habits (though only in the dir-
ection of fresher, more nutritional, more healthful
foods); it does mean giving up certain imports
{though almost any that are truly valuable can be pro-
- duced locally or substituted for in one way or another}.

Some difficulties perbane but the fact is that haphezer

trade, and the kind of dependent trade that we have

deveioped — Mew York is dependent on California
fruit, New England is depsndent on southern natural-
gas, the United States is dependent on foreign oil land
uranium, manganese, cobalt, chromium, copper —
and almost everything else except wheat) — has many
more difficuities. There is no way to escape froimn the
vulnerability of dependence, as we discovered during

the oil crisis; nor from the enslavement of one part of
the earth in service to ancther, as the cocoa growers

of Ghana or the rubber workers in Malaysia could
testify; nor from the employment of some significant
part of the local economy, not for any useful goods
or services but solely to create the money to pay for
imports.

A self-sufficient bioregion is, in short, healthier than
a dependent one. It is more stable, it has more con-
trol over its economy, it is not at the merey of boom-
and-bust cycies and distant poiitical crises, It is not
in economic vassalage to distant and uncorniroilable
political forces, Itis able to plan, 1o sllocate its resources,
to develop what it wants to develop at the sefest pace,
in the most ecologicsl manner. 1t does not ship its
maney off to distant and uncontrotiable transnational
corporations. And it is of necessity a more cohesive,
more self-regarding, self-concerned region, with a
sense of piace, of comradeship, of community, with
the kind of character that comas from stability, pride,
competance, contrel and independence.

Lastty — and | find this of special interest —that
selfsufficient region has a greater diversity than the
dependent one, largely because it is thrown on its
own resources; and just as the self-reliant individual
had best be able to c¢ook and sew and harvest and
chop wood and build end repair and play a little music
at night, so the seif-sufficent region would have fo de-
velop in highly diverse ways; it would have to com-
plexify rather than simplify, The dangers of the world
around us today are those of simpiicity, of mono-
lithicity, of mono-poly, of monotony, of monochro-
mality: whole nations given over to a single crop,
cities to a single industry, farms to a single culture,

. factories 1o a single product, people to a single job,

[

jobs to a single motion, motions to a single purpose.
Diversity is the rule of human life, not simplicity: the
human animal has succeeded precisely because it has
been able to diversify, not specialize: to climb and
swim, hunt and nurture, work alone and in packs. The
same is true of human organizations: they are healthy
and they survive when they are diverse and differenti-
ated, capable of many responses; they become brittle
and unadeptabale and prey to any changing conditions
when they are uniform and specialized, It is whenan .
individual is able to take on many jobs, learn many
skills, live many roles, that growth and fuliness of
character inhabit the soul; it is when a region com-
plexifies and mixes, when it develops the multiplicity
of ways of caring for itself that it becomes textured
and enriched.

What | am suggesting, then, what | leave with you
as a vision of a sensible economic alternative, is the
human-scale economy built around the principles of



bioregionalism and self-sufficiency, both of which go
together, are in fact independent on one another Now

7 be wmewhet new to you i bo-zh dnfme and eternal
but i wouid like to share with you & story about the
great English biologist, J.B.S. Haldane.

It seemns that once, at the end of his long and dis-
tinguished career, he was invited to a iuncheon of re-
nowned theologians at Cambridge, azi the end of
which he was asked, on the basis of his immense
knowledge about the nature of the universe, what he
would say was the chief characteristic of the Supreme
Being who created it all. The old man thought fora
moment, bent forward and rephed “An inordinate
fondness for beetles,”

That's right, beetles. And, upon reflection, that
seems very nearly io be the case. For, of the million
or sc animals species that have been identified, some
75 per cent are insects, of which about 60 per cent
are . .. beetles.

MNow | know very little about God and 1 will not
presurme to guarsntee what His plan really is, But |
do know a little about nature, and | think it is safe 1o
say thet in the beetle we behold two essential truthg
abhout the natural world:

The first is smallness, for almost all beetles are
quite small, most not as big as a finger joint, and
statl species out-number large species by about 10 1o
1. '

The second is diversity, for it is a fact that there
gre something like 400,000 different kinds of beetles,
maore different kinds ‘ti';en of any other animal speczes
by far.

And so | would suggest that nature has a lesson for
us, ahd it is simple: that she lcoks with special favor
upcn a world of smallness and diversity. A world, in
other words, of bioregional selfsufficiency.

— Kirkpatrick Sale

Kirkpatrick Sale is author of Human Scale
1980, Coward Publishers, $15.95, 540 pages.

Kirkpatrick resides in New York City.
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Witk the doubtful help of =
1930 college deg-ee in economics
and 40 yerrs of practising alternw
=tive lifestyles, Mildred Loouis
attempis = rond ma through the
current econcmic maze by reports
ing Hezel Henderson®s item in May

5» 1983 Chpisijian Science Monitor.

Populsr decentralist suthor
and journslist, Heazel Henderson
presents two bagic types of eco-
nomics which sub»divide into four,

l. There's productive econome
ics which produces needed goods
and services, and gets measured
by GNP and reported in the medis,

2, But the above doesntt vise
Lbly include the other 50% of pros
ductive economics which is pgnw
nonetizedeswhich isn’t recorded
and messured»»all the household
and community production for use
{not sale)==the dositsyourseif,
swent equity, homeesteading, house=
shoring, bartering and mutuzl aid.

? 3. A cash=bzned, ound
pconomy is s concealed ? ﬁ unders
side of the QNP measured half of
the economy.

4, A none~productive economy
that (rather than preduting goods
»nd services) exists on privilege
and exploitation (unearned) such
2g rent from land; interest on mone
2y loans; subsidlies from governs
nent; tarrif charges. H,H. does
not elaborste this group, and while
it looms lmrge to me, I mpry be mige
reading her at this point.

What Hzgel Henderson stresses,
in cheerful clarity, is the nons
nonetized economics (in which so
t*ny GR resders and decentrsalists
perofrm) These include the family
farms, rural =nd subsistence agri.
aqlture, nonsprofit community heal
edueation, public volunteer prowe
jects, perenting of and c=ring for
children, mhese, she says, come

prise over 50,5 of all the world's
economic activity, even in induste
rial socieities. It is ocut of these
frowm which 211 the other newerwpone
etized GNP miessured cactors grow,
pionetized sectors rest upon them,
and not the reverse, 28 many econoce
alste currently believe,

Y Hawel Henderson author of "Creating
‘Alternative Futores” and “The Poliites
of the Splar Age: Alternatives to Eeo-

homiics, " is a self-employed futurist in
Gainesville, Florida.

This CountereEconomy, still inviss
ible %o most economists and policys
maikers, fosters selfsreliance, nuts
ual aid, individiual responsibility,
smallwscale enterprise, renewables
resource technologies. It involves
the decentralizatlon of economic and
political pover.

This nonemonetized economy hgs
different labels. (Ralph Borsodi
¢nlled attention to 1t In 1928,

1@13 Uzly u1VL“Lzat10n, suggesting
the domegﬁ*pa:;on "of technology;

the mocern homesiead, family farms,
the small community, =2nd decenirale
igastion of culture.) FBritish Jaumes
Robertson now cslls it "the Informe
al Economy™; the "Shadow economy"®

by Ivan Illich of Mesico; the "Houses
hold Economy" by Scott Burns (US);
West Germsny's Joséph Fuber sees 1
#8 haif of the "Duasl Eeconomy"; Svies
den’s Lars Ingelstam and Nordal Acke
erman use similar approaches in coop=»
erative, local econemiecs. Qrioc Giae

rini in islogue on wealth and el
4

fare (1980) documents that 80% o
the world's capltal and investme
is pot monetized.

All this highslights why ec
omists misunderstand economics,
and equate it with perwcapita GN
measured *economic growth’

Some soclologists are moving to
new indicztors of human welfare
to assist meeting basic needs of
the most deprived people, in BEN
Basic Human Needs Index, =2nd PQL
{Physical Quallity of Life Index)
Henderson czlls for continued
clarification of this kind.

BEconomists must see¢ the dif
ference between the divorced motl
er with her sprouts=business and
the yafia'e billionwedollar gamb=
ling snd leanspharking, We nust
all sce the differsnce between
small-scale sharingsbartering,
ags opposed to multinational core
poerate barter deals.,

Hazel Henderson concludes,
" The sense that government is w
fair and the tax code favors the
rich (as Business weel points ouw
ig why the cashebepsSed Undergroun
Economy is booming. JIi s also
the reason, together with Regan~
omics, that so many people are
forced té take refuge in their 1
cal, sharing, safety net% Counter
Economy in order to survive.*
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Scott Nearing will be 100
o1 August 6, 1983,

That he has lived tc wits
nass the worid from a vantage
perepective of one hundred years
is a tribute te his tenacious
dedication to a simple life
8tyle with netgbly sensible eats
ing hebits. He has taken oniy
simple unsdulterated food for more
than half a century, since abane
doning the city.

T™we of his equally famous
colieagues achieved equally long
lives. Arthur E. Morgean and
Ralph Berscdi beth lived beyond
thelr 95th yesr. The contribue

ien of beth to smmll community
economic selifesufficiency wes als
g£o encrmous. Thelr riotable prow
8uctive lengevity lg sttributable
to gingular dedication to rigig
gelfediscipline, nurtured in small
coammunity.

Scott owes not s little of
his lengevity to his pariner,
Halen, who cowesuthored several of
the Nearing's many books, soms of
which have become classics, The
Nesrings left the c¢ity in the
early twenties to pioneer the
green pevolution en-a farm, first
in Yermont, then in Maine (where
he moved truck=losds of precious
composted soill)

The Nesrings implemented
their commitment to nonsviolence
to nonevliolence to an uncompros
mising degree that few would or
could emulate »+ with a stuaunch
devotion and 2 good messure of
humor, Thousands came to their
home te learn.,

Reresdlng their classic,

f%g%?g;¥ggwgggg_g;gg.(Harborside,
54) along with other eguslly ine

gpiring Nearing books, gives many
a reader & rewsrding chuckle,

The Nearings ilmplemented
their commitment to nonéviolence
to an uncompromising degree that
few would or could emulate ws
with » staunch devotion and a
good measure of humor. Thousands
came to their homz2 to learn

"Our ways amused the neigh
bors, baffled them or annoyed them.
Perhaps the most consistent disaps.
provel was directed sgainst our

diet. We counid more eagily have
been accepted if we had eaten in the
approved way. We zte from wooden
bowls; with chop sticlis, not from
Chins plates with forks and we ate
raw food that, in Vermont practices
should have been cooked. We cooxed
weeds and outlandigh things that
never should be eaten at all. That

we ate not meat was in itself sirange.

But during our entire twenty years
in Vermont we never baked 2 pie, we
seldom ate cake or cookies and ols
moet never doughnuts. In a cemmunity
which serves ple, cake and doughnuis

for two if nof for three mezls s day,

conduct such a8 ours was not only
unbelievable but reprehensible, We
simply failed to live up to the Vers

mont pattern.

"6 the credit of Vermont cone
gervatism, it must be said that durs
ing the two decades of our stay, af-

ter imnumersble discussions and longs

drawneout arguments on the subject
of white bread, white sugsr, white

flour, pies and pastries, and the ne:

cessity for esting raw vegetables,

and the revolting practice of consuma

ing animal carcasses; no native vere
mont family eof eur acquaintance
mzade any notlceable change in

its food habits.”

Sixty yesrs ago Scot’s "One lizn
Revolution™ had few devotees. Now
they are legion. Thank you Scott

Nearing =+ snd z happy 100th Birth=

day to you on sugust 65thi TLong

i1ive the green revolutioni == G. i
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COUMEMORATES wINE..COBMNLTL

TAND TRUST

Lilke many a young persong

Gretchen (lder, 32, sought for

a better world, A4fter a major
in economics at Barnard College,
she lived in an intentional com»
munity north of New York City.
Employed in the City, she dlad
postegraduate work on the negse
time income taz, and was dis=
mayed at the gap between rich
and poor.

Even when her healthe»diffi=
culty was diagnosed as cancer
of the foot, Gretchen ontinued
studying =nd woriing. She hobe
bled on crutches to accept MA
honorsg.

In 1974, Gretchen discove
ered thHe Community Land Trust
{initinted by Ralph Borsodl and
developed by Robert Swann}. 1t
added purpose to her life; she
discussed it and wroie about it.
She died in 1977.

In 1983, friends sre hemors
ializing Gretchen by puplishlgg
her essays and letters in a 72w
page booklet titled.‘"mhe Commun »
ity Land Trust, & Guide f?r'a
New Land Tenure in the Unltecd
States."....iilldred Loomis:
cherighed part was 1n editing
and organizing the booilet,

edicati

npo Gretchens our sorrow at the
shortness of your life turns to
love »» snd to hope that your work
will stimulate and encourage Gthe
er young people to join in reduce
ing exploitation by advancing the
Community Land Trust.”

:" LA AN H, o

HOREL LOR.LAND TENURE
1n.The United Stales

» $3-00 = $4.00 mailed

72 pages
For evervon geeking a
Qetter world.



Fifty _persons planning “"Next
Steps for Freedom and Security® ox
rainy May 21 at Greenbelt Park, Md.
=ffirme the reality of a dedicated
groupg of decentralists. Duncan
Murphy of School of Living's FEdu=
estion Committee, resident of Roclk=
vilis, Md,, did most of the work
and chalred the segsions. We bew
came 8 close, sheltered group under
thres iImpromtu tents which Duncan
and twe sssistants engineered for
our comfort. '

Mildred Loomis reminded us that
society c2n and does move in either
of two directions == towsrd the céne
ter under the control of 2 few peos
ple, or awsy from the center where
decisicns are made by all the peos
ple affected by them. FPresent come
pany preferred the latter. Intros
ductions revesled that wmost of the
grougs describec in Mlﬁéred’s 1982
book, flierpative }

emrasert@d; '

Eourteer Groyps ngrggegggd

Phese included John snd the
Engle Bear family of Indisn Ameris
cans with whom we snared a secludw
ed snoke ritual under tall trees.
Ansprchist and libertarian voluns
tnrlsm (2 minimum or pg legal come

plslon) wes volced by Desn Ahmed
of the Libertarisn Party. Andrew
Teter, director of a food coop. ex=
plzined how Rochdale Cooperatives
gave consumers on marketing costs,

Walter Rybeck, formerly of
DC's LandeValue Tex League and mems
ber of the Henry George School,
iinked the Community-use of communs=
ftyeosreated land values, to justice
and fresdom, Warren Kearse champe
joned elimination of interest on
borrowed money via people issuing
and printing thelr own accep%able
moneys

Several people, in¥luding Anne
Gorgy of Criticsl Mass, stressed

Mildred J. Loomis

‘pesychological transformstion {rer

plscing greed and dominance by kind
ness and love) through neditstion,
study =nd practice of "friendly
shared powers” and other types of
group training. John Steinbeck

end Loraing of Sheltering Light,
extended this by =n emphasis on globe
al gction for peace.

Hholeness Bmphasized

The wholist approach wsg
ed by several, Byron Kennard, Wash,
D Cs zuthor, cpencd the progrsm wikh
a paper on “All Things Are Possible.®
He zhowed the historical fallure of
large groups, and the success of
spall ones. In today's increased
gocial complerity. small groups are
more essential than ever for social
hexith.

Bob Oliver, director of New
Wortd Alli=znce, headgqusriered in D.C.
described their effort to link dews
centralist groups in the netion, in
order to "influence® educators and
peliticians to respect and support
Mlocal” community action, Allen
Michael of One wWorld Family emphae
sized the need for sharing of nature
al resources.

Don Newey described a functione
ing cooperative community, Devcor
(Development Corporation) under his
guldance, 1050 Happy Valley Rd.,
Santa Cruz, California. Hundreds of
co=woriers, producers, consumers,
small business men and investors,
are members of Devcor who democrate
ically form its policlies.

They operate a 240wacre fruite
farm; they hold the lsnd in common
via » community«iand trust. They
organically raise frult and sell it
at discount prices; they invest
their gavings in a Community Develog-
ment Fund to be loaned to nelghbors
at no interest, except 1% bookkeep
ing charge. They initlate similar
economiceagencies in their area. A

6

stresss

A crediteunion begun by Dsvcor

now in the $3,000,000 bracket,

Coalifion attendante npplauvded N
ey for getting decentralist eco
onics inte action. Some espres
degire to visit him toward dupl
cating his patterns,

Briefly Mildred Loomis ede
plained the adult education How
Wholism of the Sehcol of Living
and 1te founder, Rsliph Borgodi
(1L883+1977), For slinest a cent
Borgodi's projects hzve opsnsd
doors for wholiéstic living =e 1
which humans can attnin their f
potential). An szccompanying

chart and bibliographles were d
tributed.

irs, Loomis expressed her

gratitude for the lively partic
ipation; for skill in handling
cepts and principles., She invi
ed them to join {=zg faculty mem
bers} in the Schocl of Living c
tinuing adult educsation toward
freedom and security. &he poin
ed to several tasiks at hand:

Let gach attendant report th
Decentralist Coalition in their
own journals and cuilets, Lre
volunteered to work on the regs
ular media,

Respond to efforts already u
der way for a 1984 country-wide
rionOrwellian Decentralist Confe
ence, David Haenke, RFD, Caule-
field Ko., is coordinater.

Attend g continuing workshop
at School of Living Center, RFD
7, York, Pz, on July %, 1983
with Walter Rybecvig and Byron
Kennard, resource persons.

#ildred Loomis® ook, Alle
ative Americac, ig avellasble to

coalition attendants at reduced
price, §7.00 for one copy; H40%
off for six or more.

W ONFE A MR nH
"Toward a world where ratior

ality is used and considered th
highest virtue.s=«C.R., Eiereg a



Don Newey is small but mighty.
Flve feet4nll, past sixty. he has
the energy and stature of & teenw
ager. After yesrs of successful
crganizing consumersproducer coop-
gratives in Chicago, Boston and
Chicmsgo, he wated to buiid a "new
comminl ty . "
truztee., and with some assistance
from them, he bought a Z40 acre
farm near Santa Cruz, Cal. Via or-
ganic methods, he has expanded
ite fruit orchards. With as many
as 100 tons of compost a year, hig
high guslity products have a
steady market.

Newey®s econcnics are equmily
superier, Hundreds of menbers
of bls Deveor {Development Cors
poration) =eCosworkers, prodacers
consuumers, arsarbusiness men..
decide policy demccrsileally.
The lznd is in eommunitystrost;
thelr monsy Is locally igsusd and
Vvackad by comaodliies. suyers have
a purchzseediscount; they put sav-
ings inte the community fund. This
ig loaned to berrowsre at no ine
terest, edcaept a 1% beokheeping
chargse Such shering of pover ls
gpresding. & credit union started
by Devcor is now in the §3,000,
coo bracket.

Dion Newey writes weli. In 1472
0GR published his fhat .
cle? (to save the wco:
Lec. lssue, and repesied it in
1978, He recenily achieved his
Ma degree; his thesis znd other
epgsays will appear in future GRs.
You®ll find them an education in
ethical economics.

e
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Dear Friends and Members
of The School of Living:

I enjoyed participation in the
May 21 Decentralist Coaltion and my
viglt at School of Living Center
nesr York. I'm an sciive Sol meme
ber mnd share some idess about the
3chool’s future,

The function of the School has
been and still is toc educate on
na jor problems of living and +o
enrich human 1life-styles by demons
strating nhomesteading, decentrals
ism, hesith and nutrition, approps
riate technology, by way of examps
le, workshops, conferences, boolls
and 1li tersture,

42 & School of Livin:

| i omic ceuse”’
Ralph Clark: “a rebel with a modern economic ca@ _

The atove hesds an Item in Moy

cres Jegehs about an lowa {armer.
Tows farming tekes monav. To buy 2

farm with necessary bulldings and mae
chines today calls for at least a
million dollars, iany midwest farms
ers mortgoge their farms and borrow
money from the federsal Farmers Home
pdministration {FHA).

FHA hzs rules and regulatioqs.k
séopke of buresus and hundreds of ofw

_ ficials who aren't slways in agrees

ment of what those rules and regulae
tiong are. This causes trouble for
lowss farmers, including Ralph Claric.

Ralph has been an organic farmer
for the last 15 years., He has a widds
1ife reservation on his farm., He al=
o raises 12,00 sheep, He has shears
ed sheep since he was 15; he invented
the first shearing piant on wheels,
ard didn®t patent it, lesving it ==
vmilable to anyone. Ralph is from a
long iine of farmers. His grandfae
ther iost a ieg in the Civil War and
homesteaded in Montana.

Ralph borrowed from FHAE ne fol-
iowed the rules and was pald up.
when an evietion notlce came_from
FHA. Yet an PHa cificer arrived to
supervice the sale of the fafm:
vDon't feel bad", he gzide. Flff
teen other nelghbors are worse cff
than you."

‘mgt Clari went into actlon,

He izreé an attorney. contacted
other fzrm leaders, took the qase
tc court-eand wone. Part 9i tﬁg
verdict regquired FHA %o L§¥e with
their own regulations. FlLtE??t
other foreclosures wgre“algo %3
in Limbo., Ralph £3¥S. %.Spe?i,
all summer going zround *putting
out the fires'.”

ores’ editor, Walters, concludses
*The Tows Ranchers Leagu® r@aﬁfgﬁe
that = hard stand angd £ gour; Mzzx
in 8very agriouiturak;cP?ny-%? p
erica would bring the F#g‘at§;m§e
to sovietize American mgriculiu
to a oaplete haite"

Pl o 8 Sl

e e e

Ralph Borsodl and siilldred Loomis
have been central figures in these
sctivities. RE'® death in 1977
lesves the role to wildred, wio at
84 seeits replacement., Can we meas
bers asaist this? I see progress
and great potential at the threex
acres S, ¢ L. headguarters homee
stesd where Hildred lives. I bee
lieve the School's members and its
Board of Trustees should channel
all efforts toward helping this
center to be a model, while relievas

ing Mildred of the burden of admins

istrstion.
for writing.

Let's save her tinme

The School building and most of
the scresge could te lessed to =
coupl? or group who are capable of
creating 2 model homestead.

to do the job, living expenses ins
cluded as income. To finance eithe
plan, I believe 311 iggome from the
sale of properity, or from leasms of
S0L trusteland should, after iazes
and insursnce are pald, go to the
‘School's educztionzl work. Thls cou
be supplemented by member donstions

Mildred is about the only one,
At thie polint, capsble of peopulsre
izing the chellenge of Ralph Bore
sodl. She is eager toc train and
work with others for this task. For
her antiring effort 211 these years
let®s make the School of Liviag
headguarters«homestead a shining
exanmple of all that she snd the
School stand for. We members csn

~volunteer o help on School commits

Another alternative would be to
authorize HMildred to hire someone

7

tees, and share sdded financial
nssistsnce.==0on Newey, 1050 Happy.
5/83ew Valley, Santa Cruz Ca.
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GOMING.IN.GR

lsKen Kern begins his new

OWNER «BUILT HOME_BEVISITER

In the Sizties , GR serizlizged
Ken Kern-s 1irst pooX, The fwners
Built Home. R guarter of a million
coples have been sold, and Kern now
-guides m nationswide responss,
{Scribnerg have 2sked for geven books
reporting his work.) GR proudly wels
comez Kern back to cur pages -= he's
tope not only in now te build, but

%“fi'l‘%’t

Zef begirming of s series of items
from Don Newey mnd Deveor, his funce
tioning newesage community in Calis
fornia, See accompanying letters

Partufarkn 4n b S o B n Y TE SE bR

Don't miss Kern and Hewsy += two
long-ragge, succesgiui homesteadsrs,
communityebuilders, and sctive new»
BEETE . .

E vesr*s membership in School of
Living with vote for trustees, voice
in pelicyemaking, and a yesr's subs

scripiion to GR is $12,00
L4 izsues a year of GR 7.50
Single Copy ©f GR 2,00
% bmck issues {our choice) 5.00

¥e invite all reciplents of sample
copy GRs to subscribe; all circs=
ieé in red, please renew.. Con=
cerned resders, please share.
copies with prospective subscrie
bers.

Factery smoke and car exhsust
produce snough CO0Z -to cause the
etratosphere to shut out sune
light that lce could cover the
earth in this century. Don Weavse
er, cosasuthor of g d

0 commentsin Dec.‘gj GR.

. *NNQ%A eXplains
thls proces & ol its largs
43 pages. Phtossynthesis in

green leaves absorbs and reduces
CO0“. Help mave the earth by in-
croased gardening and tree plante
ing everywhere.s«jcres yUsa is
worth $2 a copyseRaytown, Mo.
64133,

sei NG N
AR SERERRATIOL

This year, 1983, the 100th
year since the birth of Resiph
Borsodi, is School of Living Ane
niverasry Yesv...Visitors, worits
shops, expsnded gardens, much
rain, tems of compost, snticis
pated surplus harvest, sssist
our celebrating. We encourage
readers to visit and work with
us. Arrange to share the scheds
ule of workshops:

June 11l+12 » Solar Hot-Water
Heaters. Resource = Mark wWhits
noyer. $20,00

June 12 » Nuclear PFreeze = World
Pence or Arnnihilation. $10.00

Juiy § = Liberty and Security
via Bconomic Justice s Wnlter
Eybeck snd Dyron Kennard

August 6s7 « Massage for Health
+Relagation » Mike Tewls $20.00
August 13«14 « Cotimge Indusirys
Grace Lefever = Health Foods
¥ildred poomis = FPosture Chair
S. Stegemerton = Phiography
and. framing.

August 20 = Wellness = Dr. Tom
Abel, Hontgomery, Als. Hoss
pital Bducstion Dirsctor

Sept, 17 » Harvesting, Storage
and Root Cellars

Dec, 20 = R. Borsodi Birthday

Festivity in S.ol, members'
homes, Book displays.

Uther Opportunities at School
of Living Center:

le«p unique librery of 2,500
volumes on major, universal
problems of living.

2»0elicious orgenic tomatoes,
peppers, sweet copn, greens,
and homesbalked bread,

3+A scenic rock garden, and
5 Wheel of Life garden

4=Wooded hille for hiking;
grassy slopes for dancing

5eWork in kitchen, bullding,
painting, editing, writing.

ﬁxﬁatﬂmmﬁwﬂaﬁlnnmnlunnunu|un1lna$
gJuly 17+21L » MJL will share :
. Henry Geerge Conference in

i Goleta, Calif, Galifeenin =
g S. 0 L. members will meet E
i for planning and fellowship,.p
~am § g &

TEED Y CE R R RET OST B E o o D B B R

8

Healing Soclety Is U To Us

We can create a healihy so0s
ciety of self-governing commun»
itles, federmted into regional
or nstional communities.

Erercises snd training for
improved small group action in
Eriendly Shared Fowers, by
Clesr WMarksj 87 from Zchool of
Living. RD 7, York P=. 17402

RALD Cb ﬁ[g(-‘aegnx
-H l‘am

Ralph Borsodi, America’s
voice for decentralism, lived
from 1883 to 1977. Hemories
of 40 years® worz with hia are
now in mildred Loomis® biogras
phy: & cogent and readable cone
fribution to counter culture
histery.

Itz esceptiornal flow and
gtyle, its faultless writing ins
dicmte nours of wori, znd iis
pelish produces a moving rarrse
time. Hvery friend of msiph
Borsodi, of the School of Living
and the whole decentralist woves
ment will wanit to help bulld »
fund te publish this book for
modern seekerse.

Let's =dd it as another ache
ievement of School of Living
Armniversary fear.seGeorge lamae
dm, Editor, Little Current, {mte

m'ﬂ‘wiﬂlWEMEmﬁmlmlmﬁmﬁm5"&'%
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' 7o School of Living Press,
‘RD 7, B¥ 388, York, Ps L7402

FEAI LAY
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Yes, let me share in = pube
1lis hing Fund ($2,500} needad
for Ralph Borsodi's blography.
Put me down for copies
a
c

t (eztimated cOSTY 320,00 =

opy; and a contribution of .

aine
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