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The Robert Schalkenbach Foun-
dation was incorporated in 1923 to
administer a Trust Fund left by the
will of the late Robert Schalken-
hach, and such other funds as may

be donated to it, for the ptrpose of.

spreading among the people of this
and other countries a wider ac-
quaintance with the social and eco-
nomic philosophy of ‘ Henry George.

The TFoundation has published
-ProGress anp Poverry, SoCraL
ProBLEMS, PROTECTION OR FREE
TraDE, and many other books and
pamphiets dealing with the philoso-
phy and economic teachings of
Henry George. A list of publica-
tions will be supplied upon request.

STEPS TO ECONOMIC RECOVERY

By Professor John Dewey
(Columbia University)

" QU have hedrd much abeut various
steps that should be taken to promote
economic recovery. L propose this évening
to conéenirate attention upon one step, a
step absolutely fundamental to permaunent
recovery of the sick patient, as distinct from
remedies that dope the patient into 2 tem-
porary hectic burst of activity; a step so
simple and so basic as to be generally
neglected. ' : :

- The one thing uppermost in the minds of
evervbody to-day 1s the appalling existence
of want i1 the niidst of plénty, of millions
of unemployed in ‘the midst of idle billions
of hoarded money and unused credit, as
well as factories and mills deteriorating for
fack of use, of hunger while farmers are
burning grain for fuel, No wonder people
arc asking what sort of a crazy economic
systemr we have when at a time when mil-
lions are short &f adeguate food, when
babies are going without the milk necessary
for their growth, the best remedy that ex-
perts can think of and that the Federal
(zovernment can recommend, is to pay a
prefnium to fartiiers to grow less grain with
which to make flour to feed the hungry, and
pay a premium to dairymen to send less
milk to- market.
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Henry Georgé called attention to this sit-
uation over fifty years ago. The contra-
diction hetween increasing plenty, increase
of potential security,—and actual want and
insecurity is stated in the title of his chief
work, Progress and Poverty. That is what
his book is about, It is a record of the fact
that-as.the means aud appliances of civiliza-

{ion -increase, poverty and insecurity also

ificrease. It is an explanation of why mil-
lionaires and tramps multiply together. It
is.a prediction of why this state of affairs
will continue; it is a prediction of the plight
in -which the nation finds itself to-day. At
the same time it is the explanation of why
this condition is artificial, man-made, un-
necessary, and how it can be remedied. Se
T suggest that as a beginning of the first
steps to permanent recovery there be a
natien-wide revival of interest in the writ-
ings and teachings ef Heury George, and
that there be stch an enlightenment of pub-
lic opinion that our representatives in leg-
istatiires and public places be compelled to
adopt the changes he urged.

. ‘Do not the following words sound as if
they were written today? “So frue it is
that 'poverty does not come from the in-
ability ‘to produce more wealth, that from
évery side we hear that power to produce
is ih excess of the ability to find a market;
that the constant fear seems to be net that
too little, but that too much, will be pro-
duced! Do we not maintain a high tariff,
and keep at every port a horde of Custom-
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House officers, for fear the people of other
countries will overwhelm us with their
goods? Is not a large part of our ma-
chinery constantly idle? Are there not,
even in what we call good times, an im-
imense number of unemployed men who
would gladly be at work producing wealth

_if they could only get the opportunity ! Do

we 1iof, even now, hear from every. side ol
embarrassment from the very €xcess of
productive power and of combinations o
reduce production? . . . This seeming glut
of production, this seeming excess of pro-
ductive. powers runs through all branches of
industry and is evident:all: oyer ‘the civil-
ized world.” o

Yet these words were penned in 1883,
just fifty years ago, by .George in his work -
called Social Problems, every word of
which applies to our present condition, only
in a more intense degree. Nor did our
people have to wait for the advent of tech-
nocrats to hear that the machine and the
control of power make it possible to abolish
poverty while aclually improvements in the
machinery of production and distribution
are working in the opposite direction. Fifty

_ years ago, George pointed out the . same

contrast. On the one hand, as he said:
“Productive power in such.a state of civil-
ization as ours is sufficient, did we give it

play, to so enormously increase the pro-

duction of wealth as to give abundanee to
af1.”  On the other hand, now, as when
George wrote: “The tendency of all the in-
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ventions and improvements so wonderfully
augrnenting productive power. is to concen-
trate emormotis wealth in the hands of a
few, to inake the condition. of they mary
more hopeless . . . Without a single excep-
tion I can think of, the effect of all modern
industrial improvements is to production
upon a latge scale, to the minite division
of labor, to the giving of large capital an
overpowering advantage . . . The tendency
of the machine is in éverything not merely
to placé it out of the power of .the work-
man to become his own employer, but to
reduce him to the position of a mere feeder
or-attendant; to dispense with judgment,
skill and brains . . . He has no mdte contiol
of the conditions that give him employrent
than has the passenger iii the railway trdin
Gver the motion of the frain.” - And yet

thachine and scientific technology cortains -

in itself the possibility of the complete abo-
lition ‘of want and poverty. - What is the
trouble? )

Go to the work of Henry George himself
and learn how many of the troubles from
which society still suffers, and suffers in-
creasingly, are due to the fact that a few
have tacnopolized the 1and, and that in cotr-
sequence they have the power to dictate to
others access to the land and to its prod-
ucts—+which tnclude ‘waterpower, electricity,
coal, iron and all ‘minerals, as well as the
foods that sustain life—and that they have:
the power to appropriate to theit private

use the valiies  that _the._industty',:.fhie' civil-
. 6

ized order, the very bex}efaactio'ns, qf others
produce. This wrong 1s at the very basis
of our present social and economuc chaos,

_ and until it is righted, all steps toward €co-

hotiie Tecovery may be temporarily helptal
while in the long Tun useless. :

1 suppose my tiearers have heard the fol-
l_ow'ing?ﬁne of consolation put forth by pro-
o iomal optimists like Mr. Charles Schiwab
and his imitators. “To be sure,” they say
“we have a bad depression, but we have
had in our history at least mine such de-
pressions, before, and yet have come out of
them all to enjoy even better times -thatt
went before.” What 2 wonderful €oNRo-
fation, and what a wonder ful system! We
can get out of ouf present hole and climb
up in order to fall into a tenth, and elevenfch
and twelfth hole, and so_on, each deeper
than the one before! Is it not about ime
that instead of patching up here 'z__md 'there?
we try to go to the roots of our Atroublgs.

Conseqitently instead  of atternpting 2@

" technical explanation of the moral and: eco-

sioinic philosophy of Henry George. [ want

to urge my hearers to acquaint -the_mselvresr-
with his own works, 0 study them, and
then to organize 10 se€ that his principle
is carried into effect. What are the most
evident sore spots of the present? The an-
swer is clear, Unemploytnent ;. extrethe in-
equality o the distribution of the natioal
income.; 'enormous fixed chiarges 10 the way
of interest,on debts; a crazy, cumbrous, in-
eqiiitable tax system that puts the- hitiden
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on the consumer, and the ultimate producer,
and lets off the parasites, exploiters and the
privileged,—who ought to be relieved entire-
ly of their gorged excess,—Very lightly, and
indeed: in many cases, as in that of the tariff,
pays them a premium for imposing a bur-
den on honest industry and on the tneans
of production; a vicious and incompetent
banking system, with billions of money, the
hope for the future of millions of hard-
working peoples, still locked up, waile the
depositors lose their homes and walk the
sireets in vain; the greater part of our pop-
ulation, in the nation of the earth most fa-
vored by nature, stili living either in slums
or in .homes without the improvements in-
disperisable to a healthy and civilized life.

You cannot study Henry George without
learning how intimately each of these
wrongs and evils is pound up with our land
system. One of our great national weak-
nesses is speculation, Everybody recog-
mizes that fact-in the stock market orgy of
our late boom days. Only a few realize the
extent to which speculation in fand is the
cource of many troubles of the farmer, the
part it has played in loading banks and in-
surance companies with frozen assets .and
compelling the closing of thousands of
banks, nor how the high rents, the unpay-
able mortgages and the clums- of the cities
are - connected. with speculation - in ~land
values. All authorities on public works
hold- that the most fruitful field for them 1s

slum clearance and better housing., Yet
' 8
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only a few seem to realize that with our
present situation this improvement will put
= bonus in the pockets of landlords, and the
land speculator will be the one to profit
financially—for after all, buildings are built
on land.

o with taxation. There are all sorts of
tinkering going on, but the tinkers and
patchers shut their eyes to the fact that the
socially produced annual value of land—not
of improvements, but of ground-rent value
—is about five billion dollars, and that its
appropriation by those who create it, the
community, would at once relieve the tax
burden and ultimately would solve the tax
problem. Of late the federal government
has concerned itself with the problems of
homie ownership, but again by methods of
tinketing that may easily in the long run
do more harm than good. The community’s
acquisition of its own creation, ground-rent
value, would both reduce the price of land
and ertirely eliminate taxes on improve-
merit, thus making ownership easier. And
how anyone expects to solve the unemploy-
ment - question by putting the sanction of
both legality “and high pecuniary reward
upon the ability of the few to keep the
many from: equal access to fand and tc the
raw material, without which labor is im-
possible, 1 do not see—and no one else does.
For the tinkerers assume that unemploy-
ment tust confinue, only with government
assistance to those who are necessarily out
of work. By all means let us help those
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¢hat now need it, but for the future let us
prevent the cause instead of merely it
gating the effects. :

Sy if there were tijme, one could go
through every 0né of out problems and
show its intimate connection with a just
solution of the land problem.

1 do not claim that George’s remedy is a
panacea_that will cure by itself all our ail-
ments. But I do claim that we cannot get rid
of our basic troubles without . T would
make exactly the same concession and the
ame claim that Henry George himself made:
“T do not 'say that i1 the recognition of the
equial and: arialienable right of each humatl
being to the aatoral elements from which
life must be supported and wants satisfied,
lies the solution of all social probiems. I
fully Tecognize that even after we do #his,
“much will remain to do. We might recog-
nize the equal right to land, and yet
tyranny and. spoilation be continued. But
whatever else we do, as long as We fail to
recognize the equal right to the elements of
nature, nothing will gvail to remedy that
unnatural inequality in thi distribution of
wealth which 15 fraught with S0 much evil
and danger. Reform as we may, untll we
make this fundamental reform, our raterial
progress caf put tend to differentiate our
people 1nto the monstrously rich and the
frightfully poot.: Whatever be the ncrease

of wealth, the masses will - still be ground
toward the point of bare substance—we

10
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must still have our great criminal classes
our paupers and our tramps, men an(i
wotnen driven to degradation and despera-
tion from inability to make an honest
living.”

11




%

WHAT PROMINENT MEN AND
WOMEN HAVE SAID OF
HENRY GEORGE
1 believe that Henry George was one of the

really great thinkers produced by our country.
1 do not go all the way with him, but I wish

_ that his writings ‘were better kpown and mote

clearly understood, Tor certainly they. contain
much that would be helpful today.

TrankLIN D. ROOSEVELT.

«PprocrEss anp Poverty” offers material for a
great many speeches. .
i Nicroras MUrRAY BUTLER.

Henry George stands high in. atiy.list of Ameri-
cans who have greatly served the wotld. No
man ever wrote of econoiic frgtters with a
greater passion for hiimanity or with mofe gen-
wime elogquence. 1 am a "Socialist and 1ot a
single taxer, but Henry George’s position that the
rental value of land belongs to society is incon-
troversial, and his method of a land value tax is,
at least in urban areas, the best way I know to
assert the principle that land is a social resource.

Norman THOMAS.

My reading of Henry George's immortal mas-
terpiece “PROCRESS -AND ’
social question aid all my work for social Te-
form began with the reading of this book. The
passing yeats have piily added to my conviction
that Henty George is one of {he greatest of all
modern statesmen and prophets. His eloquence,
his character, his life must ever remain dmong
the imperishable treasires of the race.

Jomn Haynes HoLMES.
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i PoverTy” marked an
epoch in 1My life. All my thought upon the"

"1 went one night, quite casually, into
London, and T heard a man deliver .
which changed the whole current of 1

That man was an American, Henry Georg e

(igoR¢E BERNARD SHAW,

TFew men made more stireitie and valudble con-
tributions  to  the economic life of  niodern
Ametica than did Hetry George. What he has
wiitten about proteciion and free trade is as
fresh and 25 valuable today ag it was at the hour
in which it was penned.

. OswALD GARRISON VILYL.ARD.

I ‘would say that the sihgle tax theories of

Tienry George have always seemed fo me - ufi~

answerable, and I believe that when we have
{ried other forms of ta¥ation long enough to be
convinced of their injustice—and 1 don't know
how many cenitufies that will take—we shatl be
ready for his simple and convincing deds.

: ¢ - Jomw ERSKINE.

" Any one who really fears a tevolution in

America ought -to - reread . Henry - Géorge's -

“ProgrEsS .AND PovERTY,” one of the great social

dociitrients of all tinre T first tead it thirty

years ago. . .. Today the book 15 good as
ever, and the theory as sane . In all the
years—with the travel, study, opportunity for
ohservation of gocial conditions—in all these
years 1 have never known his premises fo be
shaken in the least.

KATHLEEN INORRIS,

I am delighted to have the Anniversary edition
of *PROGRESS AND PoverTy.” When I was an
undergraduate in college, in the year 1887, Pro-
fessor Arthur Hadley, later President Hadley,
devoted an entire course in my senior year to
this hook.

WitraMm Lyon PHELPS.
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I was deeply touched by your thoughtfuloess in
sending me a Braille copy of “Significant Para-
graphs from Progress and Poverty.” Each para-
graph has given me a wonderful sense of being

in the presence of a ‘great . lover of mankind.

I kiow I shall find in Heriry_Geprgg’s_philosophy
a tare Leauty and power of inspiration; and a
splendid faith in the essential nobility of human
nature., B :

" HELEN KELLER,

1 am “nclined to believe that no writer of our
times has had a more profound influetice upon
the ‘thinking of -ihe world. I have read
“ProcRiss AND Poverry” several times and have
always felt that for beauty of style, elevation of
spirit, and weight of argument, it is one of the
gieat books written in iy lifetime.

Newton D. BAKER.

1 have already read Henry George's great hook
and really learnt a great deal from it. Yesterday
evening 1 read with admiration—the addréss
about Moses. Men like Henry George are rare,
unfortunately, One cannot imagine a more beanti-
ful combination of Intellectual keenness, artistic
form and fervent love of justice. Every line is
written as if for our generation. The spreading
of these works 1s a really deserving caitse, for
our generation especially has many- and impor-
tant thisgs to leatn from Henry George.

Aipprr EINSTEIN,
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. . THE
PHILOSOPHY OF HENRY GEORGE
By Dr. George Rayinond Geiger
With Introduction by ]c;hn Dewey

A new book that affords the best criti-
cal explanatidn,«af the philosophy and eco-
nomic teachings of Heunry George since
the time when Henry George himself
lived and wrote.

“The book is excellently:. organized-
The man’s life, his batkground, his writ-
ings, his 'politicai conflicts, his religious
beliefs, all are viewed.”

. William Soskin, N. Y. Eyening Post.
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If sent c. o. d. $2.75.

The Robert Schalkenbach Foundation,
11 Park Place, New York
15

$2.50, postage prepaid.




