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To the Forih's Resources

By this time, all readers of Equal
Rights must know about our ibree
recent victories - real-world victories -
in Penosylvama: Washington, Du-
guesne and Harrisburg all expanded
their two-rates, putting more emphasis
on land than belore.

But now we have a Big New Ad-
vance - Aliguippa, Pa., a town on the
Ohic Biver, pop. T7.000with o defunct
steel mill over-shadowing the town and
it coonomy, has just gone two-rafe: ¥
milis on land assessmenis (8.1%)
coupled with 5 mills (0.59) on buiid-
ings, instead 0¥ 24.76 mills on both land
and buildings. That's the biggest siep
forward yel.

WWell, it's nice to get new cities {o go
ourway - this is City #81 But the pavol!
has pot to be all the studies we do show-
ing that taxable buillding permits issued
mcrease in the three-year period afier
the two-rafe switch as compared to the
three vears before, and that this switch
i our two-rate town s greater than
stmzlar construction changes in neigh-
soring and comparable cities. Ifwe can
get enough of these, we'll have hard
cinpirical proof that the land value tax
ts pood ccongrnics. Probably then we'll
get the mainstream experts and or-
ganizations to take up our tax.

We can't do it all ourseives. Even 8
cities and maybe 25 forward moves in
those citics  hasn't awakened the
citizenry yet. But how could the ex-
perts ignore our stedies? This 8 the
way we'li get out of the Wilderness
wmio the Mapsiream. This s our
Scepario to get our Bandwagon roll-
ing. I would like to do it all at once;

meanwhie,  "the longest  journey
begins with buf a single sicp.” "Those

who want to do everything all at once
usually end up doing nothing ai afi”
(Samuel Johnson).

In his day, Henry George could
appeai w0 the Moral Sense which he
shared with his avdiences. Today,
moral relativism has neutralized that
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Aliguippa Joins Inl!

septiment and moral apopeals sl on
deaf ears. 30 we got to shoot them the
facts, I we don't, then nothing,

Back in Allquippa: in Ihree years,
we hope 1o have a study showing that it
has grown faster than Ambridge across
the river or Beaver Falls in the same
county. Let's hope for Big Things (stecl
mills, not just property-tax mills). I
yois know of any companies looking 1©
estabbsh branch mills, let us know. Ali-
quippa City is hardly taxing buildings
ANYITIOTE.

O3h, one more comment zbout
Harvisburg: the city rased property tax
revenus about 74% or so; this, coupled
with an incresse i assessments, caused
& citizen uproar. An angry public meet-
ing was held, and many taxpavers and
eouncil members thought that maybe
the two-rate approach caused their
property tax increases. Fortunately,
HGFA member Jay Delozier in Har-
risburg alerted us to the problem (he
said we wouid be physically threatened
if we showed up). We showed up and
explained how the two-rate approach

Mo There 4re
PIGHT

bl e TE S
Two-Bate Cities

A

reduces (nof increases) tuxes for most
homeowners., Council thereupon
reduced the tax rate increase shightly,
somewhat more on butidings than on
land although it had other intentions
initialiy, invited ws to be members of 4
new citizen's tax study commitiee -
forming, and said they'll advance the
land tax tate again next vesr. 50 what
could have been a disaster for us turned
into an opportunity, principally be-
canse of the alertness and participation
of one HGFA member in Harrisburg.

The situation in Scranton was less
good: three of us - Cord, Casey and

local HGFA achivist Pal Sheridan -

made a preseatation before Council
We made an obvious impression butin
the end the Council voted 3-2 f0 in-
crease both land and building millages
about equally. The three opposing
were Teacting (o downtown-landowner
pressures. We shall refurn next year.
Now we go into the Quiet Period
here at Headguarters, and we hope to

stari catching up on back correspon--

dence (if your letter has gone un-
answered, it is probably in this 5-inch
[Coniinned on Page 6]
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. RIAWARE faces & growing
shoriage of decent, afford-
able housing of 51l types for
low-znd-middle-income families
The magnitude of the problem for
MNew Castle County is detailed in the
county's proposed Comprehensive
Development Plan.

More than 63,900 more dwelling
units will be needed during the next
25 vears. Thal's assuring the pres-
ent housing stock remains viable
Dwer half of this sinck, however, i
more than 25 years old, with many
units in need of repair. Over 60 per-
cent of county households cannot
afford o purchase medium-priced
$70.000 new homes (1985 data), 47
percent cannot afford even the
towest-priced $55,000 new site-built
dwellings or resale housing. As for
rental units, many households are
asiready paving more thar a pro-
dent 25 percent of their income for
rept. That's not counting (ranspos-
tation, essentially & housing cost.

noian, Tiel,
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MNew Castle Jouniy late last
ronth released te onnual rengol
syrvey for [987 that showed o tight
rental market resulting in steadily
rigsing rents and o scarcity of
affordable rental huusing, espe-
crally for lew- end moderate-
income peaple.

Frven With Good Pay,
Many Amercans Are
Unable to Buy a Home

CIF owe were Lo say just 18 VEATS 50
that tamabes with incomes of
L0000 don™t v b
e hmlsmv opportunity. peopte woeld

1o That's ridiontous, T savs Sen
Alton H Amatg, Republican of  New
York, bt “that's the case vwlay”

One reason 55 that Bome poess m most

Cplaces have gone On more ihai nroimes,

The cost of county housing has
risen 2t move than twice the rate of
inflation, with soaring land costs
the most significant factor, particy-
lariy ip locations where transports-
tion, waler and sewer seyvices are
available.

“We need vou, Delaware

homebuilders, . . . ¢
build us a house that we
can all afford.”

A family wishing to purchase an $87,000
home this summer in the United States
would need ar annual income of $27,986,
according to the Mational Association of
Realtors. To clese the deal, people in this
earning bracket also wauEd need 5 $20,000
down payment.

These newspaper and magazine reprints tell of the emerging na-
tional crisis over the uvaaffordability of homes aud decent veatal
properties for low and middle-income familics. Thisis a serious situa-
tion that can only got worse.

Georgists have the remedy, if only we could get our "secret” oul
into public discussion. To address this opportunity, COMMON
GROUND, ai its recent Baltimore conference, adopted a project (o
help Georgists zcspuud via & communications campaign modeled
after the recent encouraging Philippine Land Reform effort. Details
of this will be mailed o you soon.

Meanwhile, vou mighi want to get an immediate start by domg as
your ¢ditor does. Whenever [ read or hear of any individual or or-
ganization speaking out about "homelessness™ or the "houstog
problemi”, I mail them an article that bnks sising bousing cests and
soaring land prices with inadeqguate land taxes. In miost cases, s s
probably their first exposure to such a novel concepi. Nonctheless,
I've already reccived some interesting and encouraging fecdback. 50
could yvou. Your $1 contribution, mailed to COMMON GROUND,
2000 Century Plaze (238), Columbia, MD 21044, will net you 10 ap-
plicable flyers suitable for mailing. Your involvement can definitely
make an impsct oi this vital issue.

: Frank Nelson, edilor

T of
™4 income

(n infisen.a

his moTEaEe.

i 30-vear oid male head of a house hald now earns 1095 lass
te:d wagzes) than his father did when he was 30-years old.
"

New only does roday’s male earn less today than his father did, but
today & 30-vear ol must spend 44% of his wages to live in a medmn priced
home, white his father in the 1950's spent only 14% of his wages to pay off

Thie cost of finzncing a mieclian-priced home has growm from 21% of the
average gross earmings of 2 30-year old in 1973 1o 44% by 1983, pushing
home gwrership out of reach for many people.

A survey of recent homebuyers
in maior [high-priced} metropol-
itan areas shows that the average
monthly pavment in 1987 was
$934.

First-time huyers paid §841
and repeat buvers paid $998 —

Young couples noticed that many of the
friends who'd bought houses didr't have
children. It seemed ironic that things had
gotten to a point of having to pick one or the

Matlonal Taxpayers Unlon other.




Sprmimy Mows Joureal, Wilbningtun, Del

e deal 15 called the Mitcheli-
Lama program, and 1 provides
decent housing for 140,000 middle-
tneorne  families %hﬁa}ughmui' the
city and state. z_kﬁgf,s nnng in 1955,
developers were given iax breaks
*ﬁhﬁ %(‘fw interegt mswﬂ"ﬁ'agas& ‘H" 3‘}3@}3
agreed 0 build apartments ihat

Yas could afford.
iiders were also promised
v could pay off their mort-

pages after 20 vears and be freed
fronn the program s restrietions,

Now thowe commilments are
expiving. And officials here, facing
a potentially huge wave of conver-
siong to hizury apariments or con-
dominiums, have a  firet-class
potitical dilemima on their hands.

Why should anvene cutside New
York care? Because s similar sce-
narie will soon be plaved out on the
national stage. As commitments
expire, up o 500000 units huili
under Section 8 and other federal
programs could revert to the pri-
vate-housing market over the next
few years, leaving tenants with no
pace o go. It is a time bomb set o
go off in “ihe earty 19%0s, and Con-
gress, heset by bu wdget pressures,
has not fgured out what to do.

New middle-incorae housing has
become virtually extinet in the
1980s, even in cities without rent
contirol. Federsl aid has dred up.
My one wants (o build for the mid-
dle class,

Land prices are

on the rise

Land remains the single most

costly itemn, accounting {or 35% of
the price of new homes, up from
25% in 1556,

Mo s the probleg limited o the North-
eagt, where bugyant local sconomies have
fueled housing demand and pushed prices
to record levels: An NAHE analysis shows
that from 1980 1o 1986, the sieepest drop in
homeownership in the Midwest,
(70.3% io 66.9%), where hoine prices
haven't spiraled so fast

The frusiration isa't Hmited to young

farnilies. edfher.
Co. . the eoul of owning o

home has become elusive - frustraiing and
angering many of those who thoughi they
had sarned the right w achieve i
isied dream.

"Monday Morsing” 2/5/83
Columbin, D

Housing Price Spiraf

A recent arficie o the Columbia
Flicr on the housing price spiral in our
coundy poeints oul that the average
house prics is now $179.000, or almost
three tmes what a modenste-income
farmily can affort. One reason is the
spiraling cost of Jand: "in Columbia,
iots of one-quarier nnf‘f third of an
acre po for G000 o
370,000, naturally, Ehc HAOTE CXDENSIve
the land, the mere expensive the home
that will be balt onat”

The solution is to gradually switch
the property tay off buldings onio
land. That would:

e reduce ibe price of land, and there-

fore of housing,

# reduce taves for most bomeowners
(msr study demonstrates this em-
pmmi y and definitively),

% increase job o );nﬁ“tumiw:& and
wa"e !"aixr: the fax off labor and

he py a}duu& of iabor (ke houses),
anci jobs will be more plentidful and
hewse prices will be lower,

Tax land instead, and you tax it into
use, at lower prices.

Steven Cord

The Palrict MNews
Herrisburg, PA 1/6/858

In reference to your article of Dec.
16: "Real estate tax goes up 7 mills in
city budget” your readers may want to
know that the Ciry of Harrisburg very
wisely taxes homes and other buiidings
at only 1/3 the 1ax rate applied o land
values. This makes the two-rate
property tax cost much less for
homeowners, apartment tenanis and
owners, and many businesses, whiie it
is heavier {and very justifiably) on
vacant land. The 7-mill increase is real-
ly one 4.84 mills on buildings, while the
increase on land is 17.37 mills. For tax
simplicity, and better treatment of the
people who five in or invest in Harris-
burg, the land tax coukd be used to
replace the building tax making all
buildings cify-tax free.
Joseph M. Casey,
Columbia, Md.

Pape §

A guarterly published by the
Center for the Study of Ecopontles
Edttors: Frank . Nelsos

Féward J. Dodson

Stock loecal libraries

Tieyess lthrary have
Progess and Poverty? Call and find
out, ?i not - donate a copy.

Sreven Cord and Joe Casey recent-
Iy visited the Pitision Pa. library and
found the librarian was reading P&P
on her own. She was impressed with 1t
We told her to go upstairs (the itbrary
win the basement of City Hallyend tatk
abauat it 10 the City Clerk and Mayor,
She felt unsure about doing such a
“daring thing” (but we will continue (o
encourage her).

Many HOFA/CSE/CG members
have come our way as the result of
having happened upon a librarv copy
of P&P.

S0, if vou want to accomplish
something specific and if vour local
library doesn't have & copy of P&P an
its shelves, send $10 with the address of
your library to us (2000 Century Plaza
(738), Columbia MD 21044) and we
will send 1t a copy with your name in-
seribed therein,

cur lereat

Franklin: aland-taxer?

In 1757, after he had achicved a
certain degree of fame and security,
Ben Frankiin was sent to London to
represent the Peonsylvania legislature
in a petition for the colony © be al-
lovwed i iax the lands of the Penn fami-
by. This tix was felt necessary to cnable
the eolony to generate funds to pay for
the defense of the frontier. After five
years, he finally met with some degree
of success in his mission, He teturned
e Pennsylvania m 1762, onlv to findg
new turmoil and the E‘C{%uﬂ%g that he
remurn o London o reprosent the
Legislature in other matiers,

frome Rowald E. Heaton, in his
Muasonic Membership of the Founding
Fathers

In Colonial times, taxes were defer-
mined by froantage, s Charleston
houses were built one room wide and
two rooms long. From that practce
came the term “single house”




Tax Capiial Gains?

f share Colin Boaner's digsatislac
tion with trving o sell Georgist reform
£ fé'?i”t"%ﬁgﬂ COunirios w(,fQHV we have
beey able o establish 2 Georgist
ccanomic systern at home. 1 @hzfm hig
discoutagement with rying o wir
50708 {}13 WK1 axing authorities over
¢, Dot just property ax reform buft 16
farge-scale LY. T T most emphatical-
by do not share his enthusiasm over the
Capiiat Gains Tax. To call i "the
greatest opportunity we have ever been
preserfed with---" zmd “the perfoct
Ceorgist Single D718 2 most unfor-
tunate error. It s already luring good
Georgists away from our ruc goal

My, Bonner points out that Henry
Gieorge exhorts us to collect the profiis
from speculation in ALL things not the
product of labor, Rightiy so. But capi-
tal is the product of labor, Speculation
in the stock market epczczslzztirm e
that which 15 produced by labor. The
speculative aspects of {mdang i the
stock market are atiributable 1o the in-
stability of the cconomy which anises
from cur faulty tax systemn. If we had
the right tax system and the stable
econemy that would po with i, making
money in the stock market would con-
sist more of collecting dividends from
stocks with good earning power and
less of htm!;g s iow and seiling high.

Al capital iz wealth, Al wealth i
produced by labor, The fact that large
amounts of capital have gotien our of
the hands of those who produced it and
inio the hands of those who are a part
of the land inenopoly, cither by direct
land speculation or by the more subile
ways in which land monopoly can
profit the land owner, does not change
the fact thar it is all capital.

The Capital Gains Tax makes no
distinetion between income from capi-
tad rightfully vwned by the vestor and
income from capital unjustly acquired
as the result 6f land rent finding its way
into privaic pockets. Mewher does it
distinguish between capital invested in
productive enterprise and capital in-
vested in land.

The real solution is to replace the
unjust tax laws with tax laws that, as
Henry George said, comform with the
just fzws of nature.

Speculation in the stock market

pefuate it f%uz i ;&W iy »;}Km, mom‘s’
info well-de m%umu gal estate or,

et

:inte sharehold-

much
ings, the growth in land-
price.

Had that money  gone o

FOVETRINENT bonds or been lent on
morigage, the interest would have
come similarly from the productive
toil of other people, but the dch;wc»
meni of the currency would then have
robbed the robber,

Yes, the holding of vacant land
holds people unemployed and starv-
m\,%.

Tt robs them of their birthright
and destroys  thom.  Likewse, the
taking of site rentals and interest robs
and kills -but docs it more slowly.

Money has its power only because
it can be exchanged for Jand utle -the
ultimate source of the power. When
site rental is not freated as the natural
source for publc revenue, 1 gives rise
tG that roiten and puind and suficcat-
g pRWer.

Let us end that power by fuking
sitc rentals for the public good Ik
would end the need for taxes foo.

Meantime, we atc part of the sys-
tem and cannot prevent the taking of
land profits. [t is the spending rather
than the getting that puts a polish on
the halo.

W.H, Piit, 5 Selar Courd,
Nunawading, Yic, Australia

BEADERS PLEASE WRITE!
We will try to orint as many leilers 2s

possible within the limits of ihe space
available. Al the very lsast we will

summarize all letiers received, if addressed
to-

2000 Century Plaza (288
21044,

), Columbia, MD

docs not harm the coonomy, Specula-

tion in land values does harm ??153

economy becanse those values be %

to all the people. Land-value spe %&

tion must be made smpossible.
Lawrence B Clack, 5e,
it Emerson Rd.
Medtield, Mass. 02052

; ;mw ?m&‘h% CRITE
news we had, that John
beaten, robbed and lelt for z‘ia:::.,mi r}}' g.'}iji
wh{ 2 unknown, i 1979

shn b
for s‘%%d”’i}s 1oy of
: - Leciure Association,
O his fathers {ét-:;.s?h e guit school o
carry on, il Henry George Schools
were established. In 1936 John was sent
to beeome associaie direcior of the
Chicugo extension.

HGS Friends in 5an Francisco are
planning 2 memorial  service i
February, Hiy Chicago iriends are
talking of a similar memorial affar,

Gondbye dear loval friend John
Lawrence Monroe.

Raoberi A. King
11215 5 Champlain m'{_&
e h;mﬁﬂ GUGZR-463%

Thank vou for what you printed
about John in Fqual Rights in the lasi
two cditions. What good timing for
HG students and fotiowers 1o be hear-
ing ebout John's contribution o the
movemnent

Martha Hasne! Moproe
. O, Box 6531
San Francisco, €A 94101

Wall Séreet Journal

AMin. Jobs Plan

When politicians and unions
promote laws such as Kennedy-Haw-
kins, they say they arc legislating
berefits for working people. Such ar-
guments are based on either cconomic
illiteracy or hypocrisy. In reality, a mir-
imurn wage prices the weakest men-
bers of the work force out of jobs. A
more candid union argument holds
that increases in ii‘ée;: MINEBNUAL THISCS

e generally, but the truth of
that s doubtful oo ”at wry raic, 2 study
commission appoinicd by Jimmy
Carter estimated in 1981 report that
every 10% increase in the minimum
wage cost the economy 50,000 fo
200,000 entry-level jobs.

Kennedy-Hawking proposes rais-
ing the minimum wage 1o $4.65 by 1990
from today’s $3.25, and. more damag-
ing, tving the nunimum wage in future
to the average wage 0T ail non-supet-
visory private employees.




It 1 obviousl } & 10 i’hiﬂk about
mnki g"hﬁ?ﬁiﬂ«‘: iy Ioeal sssessment
rocedure. Mot so obvionsly, it 15 also
fme to think about making oven more
fndamental &wngss in local real es-
sie fax policie

The need for fundamental changes
stems from the fact that iocal tay
policies are af ocdds with local econonne
development goals. 1t 15 an cconomic
fruism that increases in taxes resull in
decreases in supply, This applies 1o
buildings and other improvements o
tand. The higher the real estate tax rate,
the lower the construction rate, Taxes
on buildings discourage new develop-
ment as well as malnienance and
rehiabilitation of existing structures,

This fact is recognized, as least un-
plicitly, 1 Memphis and in oumerous
other cities with tax frecze or abate-
ment programs, By holding s con-
stant as improvements are mades,
municipalifies bope o encourage
development that would not otherwise
mke place. In Memphis, tax freezes arc
grapied by the Center City Revenue
Fipance Corporation as a means for
spurring downtown development.

If taxes on buildings discourage
development, then why not abolish
such (axes d“ﬂé{i?l‘icr ! The obvious
answer fo this guestion i that local
governments lack a suitable alternative
source of revenue, The pmbi{:m with
this answer 1s that there is a good alicr-

native (o taxing buildings. In fact, the
real estate tax usalf can be modified o
yicld the same amount of revenue and
encourage development.

Omnly the tax on improvemendts has
adverse effects on economic develop-
ment. The tax on and docs not have ad-
verse cficcts because the quanfity of
land is fixed. The truism abowt higher
taxes resuiting in reduced guantitics
simply does notapply 1o &nd Mo mat-
ter how heavily land s taxed, it is still
avaiiable for development.

My study of housing development
in Pittsburgh demonstrated that small
decreases in the tax raie on buildings
resulted in substantial increases in the
amount of new housing constructed in
the city. In contrast, increases in the tax
rate on land had no undesirable effects.

The evidence from Pittshurgh
strongly supports the idea that cities
concerned with economic develop-

Bieven (.
Bourasss iz an
assistant pro-
teszor of city
and regions!
planming and &

ressarcher in

the Reglonal
Econamic De-
velopment
Center af
Bemplis State

i

Urniversity.

meni shoud shift their real estate taxes
from bulldings to land, By shifting the
tax burdern from buildings 10 land,
cities can mzintain revenues while 2n-
couraging developiment,

IYs time that Memphis and Shethy
County seriously consider land value
taxation as a potential economic
development tool,

IS “Briefs”

The Henry George School hag
prepared "Briefs” - concise one-
page summaries of various
aspects of our phitosophy. The
first "Brief iz on ”'l'r' de Wars" -
tariffs - and we'll be happy io
send vou a copy. Send one dolbar
for postage and handling to
Egual Rights, 2000 Century
Plaze (238), Columbiz, MD
21044

emember George
in your Wills

A gift to the Flenry George Foun-
dation, Center for the Siudy of
Fconomics or Common (Ground
through your wills 1s an opportunity to
remember a Special Cause that you
belicve in and support, and can be a
deep expression of your goal of
promoting the Equal Right of
Evervone 1o Lite, Liberty, Isbor and
Lmd, without which Free Enlerprise
and then Democracy itself fades away.

For donors interested in substan-
tial tax benefits, these organizations
are suttable for your bequest. Because
such a bequest is fully deductible, taxes

that your estate would otherwise incur”

are reduced. Consult your own legal
and financial advisors for specific tax
advantages.
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vhiere iy the

veafifiontio

Tere a7 elst
rinclown City core.
"Tacentive faxation” ca
auviomatic improvement without put-
ting council in the humiliziing posi-
tion of having to bog owners (o restore
their buldings, Whoen ihe tayps are
taken off improvements, owners have
an incentive o improve--it will cost no
more i taxes o have a fine, modern
building than to retain the insult © the
cye that stands as & menace o public
safety, healih, and law-enforcement.
Incentive taxation automatically
sends a message o all property owners,
That message says: Provide employ-
nentin construction and business, and
you will not be penalized with higher
taxes. Leave the dump as it is and
council will not come begging vou to
be a good citizen, it will merely expect
Vou o pay municpal faxes based on
the value of the bare lot, as does
CVCTYORE ke Ernie Bryan
Chilliwack, B.C,

HEEs

WHEN WRITING TO
YOUR LEGISLATOR

1. Address the envelope: The
Honorable NAMEIE. The greeting:
Drear Senator (Congressman) NAME,

2. Ideniify the bill you are writing
about. Give the bill number, the bilf's
sponsor, the comimitiee the bill has
been referred to and a brief description
of the subject matter. A lepislator can-
not be expecied to recali every bill by its
number and & vague description.

3. Beoriginal. Use your owi words,
express your own views. Make vour ar-
RUITICTHE PErSGRal.

4. Be specific and graphic. Tell how
a bill would affect your locality. Use
facts and ustrations.

4. Be briei Make your letter no
longer than two pages.

6. Write legibly or type. Use vour
own stationery, or if vou are writing as
the spokesperson for vour local
EOVEITNCI, Use Your municipal letter-
hesd.

7. Don’t begin on the rightecus
note "As a citizen and taxpayer.” Al-
most everybody is.

& Don’t apologize for your
opinion or for taking up a legslator’s
time.



Fage &

A Basis for Soclal %ﬁ%ﬁmﬁm@m
Ta Remain Hopeful and
Persistent

"The Eiernal.as on the side of the
righteous only when the righteous live
according 1o the ruie of Mature in har-
mony with ihe eternal order”

Lcan we conceive of a more
giuﬁmhiﬁ or a betier-founded and bet-
ter-furnished worid?”

“amimals suffer more from the
accidents of nature--drought, flood,
Hohtning..; man seffers more from
evils of has own making--war, groed, in-
temperance..”

fohn Burroughs (1837-1921), &
nafuraiist-philosopher in the tradition
of Thoroau, wrote these gems, and
many more, at age 82 in Accepting the
Universe. George W. Luogg, a Flonda
Creorgist now of the same age, has
edited and reprinted this thoughtiul
volume, 1

Thework seems ;@arzicma*lv time-
Iy as cortain seli-prociaimed holy men
win followers to narrow and often
virilent belief systems in America as
well as in Iran and elsewhere. Saper-
nationaiism, intolerance and mental
enslavement are too often the unhap-
7y products of these false prophets.

Economic reformers, aware of in-
justices that poison even advanced
democracies, should sympathize with
the desperanon that drives people to
take refuge v strange, cscapist dog-
mas. Where, many ask, i a beneficent
Godin an age that witnesses starvation

Victories [Continued from Page 1]

high box on our desk; it shali be
answered, cventually). Then there are
some Incentive Taxation issucs to get
out, tco.

50 we feel somewhat pressured.
But one last word: we want 1o thank all
the contributors who this yvear ex-
ceeded previous contribution records.
While ihe contributions were ol course
greativappreciated - they atleast equal-
izedwhatwe loston that October Mon-
day Meltdown - we also especially
appreciate the moral suppori which
the higher contribution level implied.

Without that hmancial and moral sup-

port, this could be awtally lonely work,
this hassling with angry taxpayers and
culd city officials.

Steven Cord

niverse’’

b face i?fi. ;%m__x,é AT

J% at mmiﬁw s a Hol {;mmt‘}
shy offers answers. Nog
everyone will accept his crifiques of
what he considers un-natural
theologies. But his scientific approach
helps restore a sense of humanity’s
place in the schome of things, He cor-
rects distoried notions of social Dare
winisin, showing how cooperaben and
service (o others can be hfesaving
gualinies 1o the strugele for survivad,

Burroughs reveais how good
emerges from evil, how tyranny gives
way (o fresdom. He deserves cur
grafitude {as docs Lugg) for offering a
rational basis for social reformers to
remaln optimistically persistent:

"Without it {the law of man's
moral nature) anarchy weuld rufe and
our civilizaiton would crumble and
socicty disintegrate. Those nations
will become the most powerful that are
the most just, the most humane, that
developin the highest degree of workd
conscience and realize the most inien-
sely that the nations all belong 0 one
EEH '

Walter Hubhes

Intrigued? Then send $17 for a
copy of "Accepling the Universe: Es-
says in Maturalism”™ by John Buy-
roughs, edited by our very own George
W. Lugp, to Rainbows Books, PO Bos
1069, Moore Haven, FL 33471 (Ed
Note: the book happens to be beauti-
fully boundi

£6
he job of the newspaper is to
comfort the afflicted and afffict the
comfariable.”

F.FP. Duone (Mr. Dooley)

Armericen jearnalist and humorist

Center for the Study of Econemics

2000 Century Plaza [238], Columbis, MD 23044

s, Lauses, Lures”
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COTHERI WEL
It cun serve as umd ;}2 nilogo
roduction to Goorgism.

Bepjamin J. Russell s a long-time
(’%cr}rgé% and E--i(i?fx T bmg ROW
585, §a 1% ?‘?‘ st 0 ’igJL it g'%'l 4 {?(?‘}R &*
any point: it is not strictly necessary 1o
start from page one and go ciear
through to the end. It will e ward the
reader with itk inspiraiions on many
topics of current interest, Insights also.
Heres a sampling:

A logical alternative would be 1o
shift these taxes to the value of natural
resources and community-produced
site values. This kind of tax system has
none of the restrictive aspects that
taxes on labor and capifal have
Among its many advantages is that i
automatically provides an increasing
revenue as the cconomy expands.”

“Vhe four canons of taxation are
(1) ihey bear as lightly as possibie on
pméuctmﬂ {2} they be easily and

cheaply coliected, (3} they be cortaim,
{4y and bear egually on 4"

“The application of this two-rate
tax sysiem has important benefis o us
afi. And, as an artigle 10 Fortune
magazine concludes, "The penefits are
not only Jasting, but flow to the whols
comnuniy.”

This is the kind of book that other
Georgists could notonly read but write.
It 15 a mode! for them to ollow. Ttis in-
expensive enough to produce. ER

readers wanting 1o read this bo(}i{
should write 16 HO; we'll Tend vou a
copy free. If then vouwant to buy a few,
we'll pui you in touch with the author
or publishe
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