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MINIMUM WAGE LAWS ADD 7O

UNEMPLOYMEWNE, YOU SAY? & DMA-
LOGUE . '
Michsel Curtis

But I thought you said snemployment
and depressions were cansed by land spec-
vlation, Well, ves, [ did say that. Let’s go
back to the beginning: the selling price of
Iand i3 g capitalization of the unearned in-
come. As population increases and in-
ventions and innovations contimie, more
and more can be produced with the same
egertion. )

While more can be produced per wmil of
Izbor, larger numbers of people and great-
er aggregates of material wealth requive
more and more land. Because of the dimin-
ishing ouality of unclaimed land and the
tremendous increase in the polential of
land where population is deunse, the
unearned ncome from land ownership is
steadily rising.

When land is sold. its price is NOT based
on a capitalization of the PRESENT
unearned income or the different between
what it ean produce and what can be pro-
duced on yet pnclaimed land, btuf on the
EXPECTED difference after 5 years or so
of progress. This means the prospective
user must be prepared fo sustain a loss for
8 or 10 years.

When progress does NOT give the advan-
tage it was expected to give and the
gniearned income is LESS than expeeted o
be and the buyer canmof make the pay-

ments for his land, production stops and -

we have unemployinent.

Weil then, wouldr’t a raise in the min-
imum wage lower unearned income, make
business less profitable and cause unem-
ployinent? Yes, but unemployment was
ULTIMATELY caused by basing the price
of land on the expected inevease in s pro-
ductive potential or the speculative advan-
tage in land ownership, not in the govern-
ment decree that land owners must give
producing laborers a larger proportion of
what they prodece. Only i the minimum
wage exceeded the value of what the work-
ers produced (that is, only after the land
" on which they worked had po selling price
or rental value} eeuld the minimuin wage
canse unemployment. :

“the Centennial Celebration of Henry
George's Progress and Poverty proves to
be an exciting opportunity (o tell the city
about Henry George and the Single Tax
AND meet Georgisis from all over the
world. A week of seminars, speeches and
panel discussions is planned along with
plenty of “celebration” for all participanis.
Highlights of these celebrations mclude 2
reception at the Cily Hall Rotunda, a rally
at Union Square and, of course, the annual
Georgist banguel. I is NOT too late to reg-
ister for the conference and make reserva
tions for accomimodations.

The Centennial Celebration will last Au-
gust 20-25 and will be held primarily at the
Jaek Tar Hotel in the heart of San fram-
cisco. Accommnodations are availale at the
Jack Tar or at a variety of other hotels in
the city; the Centennial Comumitiee has a
complete listing with prices and instruc-
tions on making reservations.

Thus far five full days have been planned
full of speeches and reports from Georgists
around the wovld and a few invited guests.

" for information on the conference schedule

Ted Gwariney from British Columbia; Das
vid Hapgood, author of The Average Mang
Fighis Back; Knud Tholstrop of Stilching
Grondvest, and Mark Satin, author of New|
Age Politics are among the guests Geovg-
ists don't often see and hear,

Each day has been given a theme rang-
g from “One Hundred Years snd Proge
ress and Poverty” fo “Movement on the
Move focussing on discussions of inflation
and unemployment, monetary and banking
reforms, the crisis in our cities and, of
course, how {0 get the Georgisis message
out EFFECTIVELY. There will definitely
be something for everyone and a lot mote;
remember, the conference is in the most
beautiful city in the 1.8 '

Don't delay! Contaet:

Centennial Comm. Headguarters
Henry George School of Social Science
833 Market 8t., Room 1009

San Francisco, Ca. 94103

and on hotel.accommedations. Be a part of

THIE
CENTENNIAL
CELEBRATION
August 20-25

Jack Tar Hoiel
San Frapncisco

13442

the largest pathering of (Georgists yet!
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WHAT PLACE LANE TRUSTS
W THE GREORGIST MOVEMENT?

We Georgists apree that the private ool
iertion of community ereated values {the
eeoncmic remd of land) with resulBing land
specitation and the public confiseation of
wealih in the form of {axes on labor and
fabor's product are ithe causes of unem-
plovment, depressions s the unsqual dis-
tribution of wealth, We alse know and
agree that the remedy o these ills &8 the
public collection of the Eeonomic Beni of
the Land and the aboliton of all olher
taxes. Bui what do we do wilh this knowl-
edpe?

There seems o be three main ways to
bring zheut a “Ueorgist Hevolulion” and
the implemeniation of economic and social
jusiice in this couniry and the world: polit
it action a3 advoeated by the President of
oy organization Seve Cord and many ofh-
ers, educational action {classes. symposia
and seminars) as carrled oni presently by
individuals and the Henry George School of
Social Science snd 2 thivd alteraative — ac-
tuadly doing it — establishing a.miﬁé—@mrg—
ist society in the form of 3 land frust
where the economic vent of 5;519 Land i
collerted angd as -many as possible of the
taxes now levied against laber are abo
Hshed.

At a recent conference on Land Trusis
sponsored by the School of Living in York,
Py, the Edilor, Penny Colgan and Michael
Curtis presented the case of Avden, Dela-
ware as a Georgist land trost that has
failed. True, the community is thrivisg.
homes are comfortable, people have a
strong sense of compmunity, yet an unim-
proved lot of $10.000 sguare feel recently
had its lease transferred for $12 509 proving
that only a portion of the Fuli Rental Val-
ue of ihe land was being collecied. More
important the Board of Assesors (those
charged with determining the Full Renial
YValue of the Land) has been making deck
sions based on budgetary considerations of

ithe Towsn and has not seen fit o increase

ihe land rent for (his year!

Becsuse of this “failere” of Arden,
should Georgists disgard the notion of es-
tabiishing enclaves of economic rent as im-
possible dresms or useless tribulations?
Definitely not! How else, withoutl concrete
proof of our asserfions, can we hope fo
convinee thinking people of our righiness?
How elge can we prove {hat a commuiily
can be seli-sufficient econemically without
imposing negalive laes on pnprovemenis
anid labor? We sve sconsed of being “erack-
pots” enough; we should be able to DEM-
OMSTRATE the efficacy of our arguments.

Yet, we Georgisis must fake lessons

&
chyttirry arnd Cevnemtory LA TIET
EEN risd L SRZRUAREL AXLR Y L4

smail scale and we can %&ke
hegrt from themr vet what doss one do
who desires immediate action, who wishes
o experience Georgism direclly on how-
ever Rinited 2 seale? He or she stariz s
land trust! One in which the collection of
the Full Hental Value of the iand is {aken
oul of the jurisdiction of those from whom
it s due thereby discouraging the “Assess
ing" of FRV based on budgel needs, rather
than land valoes. The communily deserves
it ALL and couid find ways to use it: pay-
ing other taxes levied against the regidents,
extending services offered by the Trust or
i acguire more land and thus extend the
Trust to more people. It seems like 3
dream, but land rusts could be a way to
spread the wisdom of Hemry George AND
offer access to land for many people.

There iz a land frust movement in the
United States led by such people as Hobert
Swann of Cambridge, Mass., the Decentral-
ists of the Scheol of Living and other New
Age groups. We Georgisis have scoffed at
these peaple long ensugh. They do repre-
sent that famons “Lifebost” mentality
‘we'll get land and heat the system and fer-
get aboui the rest of hwrpanity). However,
onie thing these people do realize is that
land should be the common property of sl
people and that equality of access o the
land mnst be assured by society. That's
hialf the Georgists battle won right there?
While we atlempt {o educate the politicnas
and taxpayvers of our society, why not also
turn some of our attention io these “utlo-
pians,” ieach them the lessons of Hemry
George, broaden their concern o include
all people and iovelve them I bringing
about a2 Georglst society with options for
all through the eveation of Georgist land
frusts. Land Trusts are just as viable as
wilderness homesteads and in thfiving
cities.

There are people currently at work con
madels of Georgist Tand frusts, ones that
would ensure the commumity’s coliection of
the economic rent and the protection of in-
dividual rights. People like Carl Shaw of
Fort Meade, Md, who wants to establish a
private Land trust in rural West Yirginia,
Arthur Yeatman and Penny Colgan of the
West Chester, Pa./Arden, De. area; and
Mikdred Loomis amd Herb Goldstein of the
School of Living, Herb Goldsiein bas done
extensive research in the pragmatics of es-
tablishing land rusis and helpeé write the
legse that the School of Living now uses
with people who rent their land.

Much remains o be done in the area ef
iease writing, articles of incorporsiion, and.
of course. acguiring land. Thers is move

ment within this movement. Geovgisl fand

trosts will not bring about the institution ¢f
the Single Tax throughout the country &
all Georgists dreain. but they do provide
one avenue of involvement for people who
want to do something NOW!

%‘l&"iﬁm@ w&@%ﬁﬁ’;ﬂ

and vis zt*rg ﬁamm WE%EE bike Curtis My
impression is that theze trusts have hecome
dominated by the lessess, who are oflen
less interestend in promoting the trast tan
in avoldmmg rent.

The solution, i seems, I8 o not invest
the lessess with coniral of the frust. After
s, the land does not i}e%mg i the fenunis
sny more than to the andlords. Tt belongs
t ali who heve neefi of it

My ciher reason for devishng this propos-
al came from rev. Wylie Young's Sunday

orping address at Bryn Mawr. Rev.
‘t!f;-rmg had been asked by 2 Irend to ore-
side over his funeral and to include Georg-
ism in the culogy. The man was 2 Grue
Georgist, snd wanied fo have “one last
shot” al promoting freedom,

When 1 die, I hope (o have owned fhe
lanid T Jived on. § wani that land io serve
ihe liberation of all lands by supporting
Geoygism. | alse want that lard to be used
ag land should be used. T do ot want the
Iand § have swealed to acguive io 3l info
the hands of slumionds or speculators, even
through the actions of my own children.

I believe there are many like myself [
expect that any true Georgist would fesl
this way. i cannot see how i would | be nog-
sible to be g Georgist and feel Ot%*ez‘:mge

The trust would be more than an admin
wtrator of the lands. W owill hopefully eap-
ture the Imaginations of p polential con-
fribnztors and greatly increase the smount
of lands beguested. And i would stand be
fore the world as an ever-growing mony-
ment to the desirability of the zite value
tax systerm.

There is something in the proposal for
everyone participating. The lessee is of-
fered subsidies which will greatly reduce
his property tax load. People opposed io
taxation will be able fo demonsiyafe the
advantages of site value {ax by poinfing o
the economic vitality of the lessees. The or-
ganizatisng for whom the lands were be-
qn@s%d miﬁ collect dividends from the
frust, and the trust itself will hecome an
ever gmwmg source of available land,

I have deliberately avolded going into
great detzil over the structure of the trust
and the form of leases, and even who
shouid be allowed te parficipate. There are
many in the movement who know more
about such things than 1 1 chose the dis
tribution scheme so that the mobey used to
defray the lessee’s tax obligations, the
money used for expansion and the money
returned as dividends would be about
equal. These amounts are subject 4o haggl
ing in &l directions.

1t iz my hope that this proposal will gen-
erate some interest. 1 would be happy o
invest additional time and energy into it if
encugh people fee!l it would be a worth-
while endeavor. '

Stncerely,
Dran Soilivan




MOAH ALPER, longtime Georgist and
standardhearer of the Public Revenne Fdu-
cation Comscil, was honored by his friends
al a petirement banguel. Mro Alper whe
has devoted more than 46 vears to {he Site-
value tax movement shared the evening
with sueh people as Mrs. HG Brown and
the Honorable RHobert 0. Snyder, Judge of
the Miscuri Cireult Court, who delivered
the principle address. Lou Brasso, the new
President of the Council presented My Al
per with g check for 52,800, which, it wag
reported, Mr. Alper said he would use io
further the cause of land value fzxation.
His friends stressed that the money was to
te for persenal use and Mr. Alper then be-
gan discussing going to San Francisco!
Good idea! Many congratulations and best
wishes o someone who hat worked uwme
tiringly for the Herry George Moverment.

The Hevenue Council alse reported that
it hosted a booth at the National League of
Cities Convention in St Louis which drew
maore than 5 800 people. One lucky sidelight
was that, while the booth next deor was
giving away wine and cheese, the PREC
was sh@wmg the film “One Way To Betier
Cities” to entertain the imbibers!

DON MARCELLUS writes that he has
submitied 2 paper to the Henry George
Schosi in New York which was 2 culming-
tion of 8 CETA proiect he supervised with
the hopes that it may be the bagis of anoth-
er (zeorgist movie It focusses on Georgist
theory and then presents practical appil
cations and discussions of the effects of
Langd Value Taxation on different kings of
property. Coples of the paper are available
from Mr. Mareellus, 1 Brown Ave., Middie-
town, NY. 10840, He alse had 2 suggestion
for the school that a course be offered for

SINGLE-TAY SEMIMARY IN BALTL
MORE
e atlry Orboff

The Simgle-Tay was the featured subject
ai two of 2 four-part serles of Tazation
seminars held in Baliimore in April

Sponsored by the League of Women Vol
ers and fonded by the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities, the general
theme of the series was “Taxation with
Hepnanization”” Flers and mestis msshhgeé\u
focused on how our present fax system af-
fects us as people, and whether a belter
systern eould bring out our foll buman po-
fential

The Single-Tax speakers were Michaet
Curtiz, Director of the Henry George
Sehool of Arden, Delsware, and Cathy Cov-
ell Orlotf, former Director of the School in
San Francisco. They were joined by loeal
scholars Wiltlam Bowman of Goucher Col-
lege, who presented a general discussion of
taxation theory, and James Bradford of the
U5 Naval Academy of Annapolis, who
critigued property tax exemptions in Mary-
fand,

Each session was moderated by a mem-
ger of the League of Women Voters znd
featured audience discussion and eval-
gation. In addition to the general public,
those invited ineluded State, City and
County clected officials. area ecenomics
professors, clergy. and public interest orga-
nizations. Local Georgists in atiendance v
eluded Mr. and Mrs. Wilhor Johnson of 5i-
ver Spring, Marviand, and Ms. Jean Wind-
sor of Ellicoit City, who for mamy years
coordinated the correspondence Progress &
FPaoverty course through the Henry George
School in New York.

Az a follew-up to these seminars, 3 Prog-
ress and Poverty class was offered fo the
public beginning in May.

The Eibiest Hasis for LYY

We Georglsts are mferesied in elhics as
much as we are inlevested In eromonies.
Hut it b getting ineressingly difficult io
convince people that untaxed land-

gwnersiip is immoral becapas they are be

EOMME imr&&%gﬁf sublective in their ont-
lnok — ie, they feel thal morality iz a
matier of personal opinion only. And
they're not accustomed to thinking of un-
taxed landownership as being morally
wrong. S0 i s our job as u&@ag%&‘m to
prove a pertienisr moral standard o be
tme and then to show that uniazed Emd—'
ownership is morally wrong sceording io
this proven standard. Wili that convert
them? Not Bkely by itself, of course, sinee
logic unioriunately doesn’t always change
mimds and lead fo action, hut we shoold at
leagt be able to amswer their subjectiviem
(otherwizse, our own views rest on gand).

Well then, how to do H? Consider this:

{1} We shovld treat things s they are
For eyample, we should trest o person as
he is - accuracy regulres it and i would
be nconsistent fo treat him a3 something
he i not (as an elephani, say) sinee then
ouy actions would confradict our beliefs.
This staternent therefore meets the twe ori-
teria of truth: accuracy and consistency.

12} We should be free Bmited ounly by the
duty to treat thivgs ze they are. This is
merely rephrasing staternent (1), Afer al},
# there were any other Hmitation on sur
ireedom, then i would interfore with sur
duty to {real things as they are

(3} In deshing with peeple, we have the
vight to be free Himited ondy by the duwy 1o
rest them as they are, but since they have
the right to be free (we all do — see {21,
then we must treat them as having that
right. Or pul more simply, we bave the
right te be free iimdted only by the squad
rights of others.

graduate students om planning how io
present Georgist theory to governmental
bodies. Each participant would have time
alloted to make preliminary studies of lapd
gwnership, of pertinent laws, and of prob-
able guestions and objections. They would
then present {heir study and the class
would provide feedback to polish the pre-
sentation. This could be a way (¢ keep the
Georgisis we educate in our classes so that
we don’t loge them to frusiration about
what to do next.

ARTIE YEATMAN reported that he par-
ticipated in a conference at the School of)
Living m York, Pa. entiteld “Anti-Staticm
and MNew Age Economics.” ALfier present-
ing the Georgist theory with charls and the
2 fibms, a lvely discussion followed with
studenis whe were hearing shout the
Georgist alternative fo the first time. Dur-
ing the entire period, Artie stressed the ime
portance of separating natural resources

EETTERS TG THE EDITOR

I am diszppointed not to have heard
mote Ceorgists speak out in favor of the
ERA.

We all know the importance of economic
equality and the fuiility of movements for
social change that do not incorporate eco-
nomic equality as a cornerstone.

Byt is it also true the movements for

incorporzte social equality as a comer-
stone. It should he obvieus that common
ownership among men of arpong whites is
not ecohomic equakity.

The basis of Georgist philasophy is eqgual
aceess (o alithe resources of soclety: eco-
nomic, social, inteliectnal, and everyihing
~lse, We should suppert all movements for

economicequality are futile if they do not|

4} We bave the right to Hfe if we have
the right {o Hberly, since our life i3 the
sure of al¥ our liberties.

(5) We have the righ! to property, since
the right to izbor follows from the right i
be free and we can sell our lzbor for prop-
erty in & free market.

(6) Untaved land shiould pot be prmgtgiy )
owned since i labor is the sole justification
for private property, only the products of
labor can rightfully be owned. This naturak
Iy excludes untaxed land.

QED? ‘ e

At ieast we ourseives should withstand
the insidious assauii of sublectivism upon
our basic philosophy. Gnce we succumb to
subjertivism and justify vi on grounds of,
say, Usocidd ntiity” (why utility? whoe's to
judge vtiiy?), then we rest the foundation
of vur beliefs op a shifting relativism, in
which case one mors] standard is no betfer

social change which advocate either eco-
nowe equality or social eguality because

from the producis of homgn exertion, 2
very Important concept for all newcemers
o woderstand. He feels that there are some
areas of common Interest between the
Gegrgists and Libertarians and that contin-

ir goals are our goals.
Sincerely, |,
ok

arles w. Turner SF, Ca. (The cuthor is
former

uing the debate is important.

Pres. of HGS of N. Ca.)

than any other and wntaxed landownership
becomes moral or immoral according to
each persen's subjective judgment of utili-
Ey. .
We have a much better moral case o

Steven Cord



vernor Bhepe Urges LYT st
Mationat Governer's Conference

Governor Millon Shapp of Peansylvand
presented o paper al the recent National
Governor's Conderence in Boslon urping his
eolleagues {o recommend adopiion of 2
bigher tax rate on land, lower on buildings,
as an alternative {o the Propesition 13-ype
of properiy tax reforms. He cited the soe-
cess with such an ides eyperienced by
three cities in his own state,

The facts for the paper were provided by
the Henry George Foundation after Steven
Cord and Alberi Hydeman (Executive Sec-
retary, Pz, Dept. of Commonity Affaics)
had an hour-long faik with the govarnor. At
first, Governor Shapp was sceptical, favor-
ing the income {ax over the property fax,

" but he soon ‘‘saw the kiften:” that is, he
soon saw the virtee of taxing land at 2

higheyr vate than buildings although he did-

not “see the cat,” ie, he did pot get io
see how the land guestion onderlies our
whole economic sysiem and how i ace
counts for Hs maladjustmenis and in-
justices. But then, Hydeman and Cord
hardly had time fo present the larger and
more basie case for the Georgisi philoso-
phy.

We cannol be too hopeful sbout the
adoption of LVT in other states merely a3
a result of the exposure to the governors
by this one paper. But at least Governer
Shapp planted the seed; with our culfiva-
tion amd with good foriune, some of it
might take hold in some state soon.

Governor Shapp is now being asked to
help push 5.5, 1017 threugh the Pennsylva-
nia State Sepate. This bill would allow o
cal school districis o adopt a lower tax
rate on buildings than on land.

Equal Rights
Box 655
Tujunga, Ca. 91042

Address Correction Requested

Prasiclznits Comer

The annual contributions drive has just
been concluded, and the response has been
good enough. We managed io eyceed the
previous year's {otal of $1,908, but nel by
enough fo counter the effects of the year's
inflation. Incideniaily, there would be a
mumber of members reading this who have
coniribufed in the past bul have negleciad
i do so this past year. ¥ you are ohe of
these, may we be hearing from you guite
soon?

At its inception in 1928, the Foundation
was financed entirely by annusl contribu
tions; originally membership in the Foun-

.| dation required an annual $180 donation.

And this in the days before inflation! But
gradual’y, more and more of our inevine
fhins been provided by the inferest and dive
dends fom beguests. | is net that conizd-
hution ncome has declined, but that sur
interest and dividend income has in-
creased.

Right now the Foundation has encugh in-
come to pay for the expenses of activists in
various siates, and to pay for convention
hooths, Egual Rights, ads, ete. But our real
goal mest ke fo have an income adeguate
to fund a part-tire administrator and field
representative. There are some good pros-
pecis for that job, but we would need ei-
ther to greatly increase our annual contri-

butions or nerease our beguesis by about
$160,000, Achually, the Iafler goal is well
within our capabilities, even in the near fu-
ture. I irust it is not amiss to ask our read-
eis to remember the Foundation in fheir
wills, so that we can continue to steadily
expand our activities over the vears.

We are still basking in the glow of the
victory in Pliisburgh. It was the fruifs of
the constant expossre by Incenfive Tax-
ation {o politicians, plus persornal contacis
with them by Foundation members. How
about you, dear reader: could you dupli-
cate this approach in your area? Have you
put five local politicians on the Incentive
Taxation mailing lst {af $2 annually), and
can you visit them personally duxing the
year and urge the passage of a lower tax
rate on buildings, higher on land?

Incentive Taxation will inform vour pelif-
ical prospects and incline them our way,
bt your visit is necessasy fo really acltivate
them. Both approaches are needed.

Visiting politicians is easy — they're gen-
erally nice {0 lak to (that's how they got
their jobsy. You may be a litile fense on
the first visit, but after that i{ geis easier
and easier. The worst they could do is say
no, leaving vs no worse off than we are
now. You have everything to win, nothing
te lose.
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