: snged sl
iess rhan S22 nt levied oo the 1 ==== nd priow

e the way, which was *he 1a$t fime that Nassau Gounty had
undergone a complete re-assessment. Ewven though the markst
value had steadily increased over the'decadeﬂﬁ rhe assessment
had basically remained the same, Since the taxes vemained
low, it had been preofitable to keep the land off the wmavket.

Further investigation and action on the part of the
committee member lsd to an increase in the assessed value
of the land, and hence a higher tax, in this case. However,
the problem in general has not bszen met head-on, for there
are countless instances in which land owners are keeping
valuable land out of use while increasing population adds to
its market value. The cost to the community is exorbitant,
resulting in urban sprawl and the accompanying cost of locat-
ing further and Ffurther out on the Island. And the libraxy?
The increased value of the land had to be borne by every
member of the community in higher taxes.

HENEY GEORCE SCHOGL
LONG ISLANDG EXTENSION
24, Box 34
014 Bethpege, 4.7, 13804

HonProfit Org. 3

11.9. POSTAGE

PEBMIT 497

“

| 8257 Spring 19870

VOLUME I No. 3

% 55k no one to accept my views. I ask him to think for himsell.” -~ Henxy George

FROM OUR EDITORIAL DESK

s n general, and history in particular, has undergone 2 multiplicity of in-
ternretations over the decades, depending upon the limes. As a study of the wrilings
of historians is pursued, one cannot fail to see how the interpretation relates to the
We are currenily, for bKﬁ,ﬂlpztﬁ witnessing a reevaluation that is

historical period.
ocourring in the field of black history--an area formerly neglected, And yet, the forces
hehind this movement have been decades in the making. Educators bave had to retool,
to learn other facets of history than that which was usually required. Schools have had
to order new texis andadditiopal reading material; in-service courses forteachers have

been common,

'As the decade of the seventics has begun, we have been made aware of the ever-
: Smg pmblems of the pollutmn of the atmasphere and of the sarth 1&;@31 the hlgh

mtles, : H ef _

?@rgancg 'ecxmamya Once this mi;;smmm:a is recog-

e bae@me more widespread,

There is i’m’s ime has corme.
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Sratesman

At the age of 47, a political "upstart"” by the nawe of
Henty George became a candidate for the office of the Mayor
of New York Cityv, challenging the scion of the Democratic
party, William 5, Hewitt, and Teddy Roosevell in the race.
Ceorge came in sscond, but claimed victory, not for himsell,
but for his ideals, ﬁ& believed without reservation that
iand was the pivetal element in the progress or decline of
civilization, and the 63,800 votes he received were evidence
that 63,000 people were in agreement with him.

Actually, George had no political aspirvations; it was
not the office he was after ar gll. But it was clearly a
way to promote the cause that was always uppermost in his
mind. In writing to a friend of his, he explained his position

this way, "It is by no means impossible that 1 shall be elected.

But one thing sure is that if I do go into the fight, the
campaign will bring the land guestion into practical p@liti@s
and do more to popularize its discussion than years of writ-
ing would do. This is the only temptatlon ©o me.'

%

The campaign closed with the Hepublicans depracating
both Hewitt and CGeorge, who ran on an independent ticket
backed by the labor organizations of New York, and the Dem-

1

3
cerats orving out that a vote for Roosevelt was a vote for
George, while the policy of those who feaved the rise of the

labor power was 'anything to beat George'

And beat Geéorge they did, though sowme doubt was cast as
o the accuracy of the vote, since the law worked for the
benefit of the party "machines’™, and George's party had
representatives in the polling places to count the votes.
But Ceorge had gotten all that he veally wanted-- a big vote.
45 he conceded the election to Hewitt that night, he assured
his supporters that together they had "begun a mﬂvamemt that
defeated, and defeatred, and def e&ted must still go on' "1
Lmﬁgfatuiaae you,”" he teid them, "upon the victory we have
won. We have 1lit a fire that will never go out.”




lye

In the ten years that followed, Ceorge, determined to
keep alive an awareness of the land question, engaged in z
gruelling round of writing, traveling, and speaking., When,

]

in 1897, he became once again the mavoral candidate of the
tabor organizations 1o opposs Ta Hall, the strain of
trying to put the breath of }’i“ int Wﬁ?lu“whjﬁ movenent

. The iron consi
8ibly weakened.

f:\iad Lﬁhl;,ﬁ .;.t.x?‘;, L{.\M}m
started out had vi

Poor health notwithsoanding,
of friends who sought to divert it for his own sake,
George accepted the nomination of political organiza-
tions in the crowded auditovium of Cooper Union, saying that,
“ne man can ignove the will of those with whom he stands when
they have asked him to come to the front and represent a prin-
ciple,"

regarding the advice

Though warned that the campaign would in all probability
be fatal to him, George fought for the office with all the
vigor he could muster. It proved to be foo much for him.
tarly on the morning of October 29th, four daves befors the
election, death came to Henry George and cbscuvred forever
51l knowledge of what might have bean,

Politics was not Henry Georvge'’s forte, and few remember
him as a candidate EUL office. Rather, he is remembered as
; ilosopher, a writer, a champion @E the common wman, an
gdvocate of the single tax, a thinker, Bur he nlaved the
zame of politics in the same way he followsd every bent--
without compromising his principles, and with a1l the sincer-
ity that was so much a part of his makeup.

Fehdehind

Definition of an economist: A man who reports Jooes is
having a hard time keeping
up with himself.
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Income Tax Heform

With dincome Tax season upon Us, 4 cursory glance ab the
new tax reform enactment 1s im order., The Tax Reform Act of
1969, labeled HR 13270, received its initial plapning in the
House of Representatives, where all money bills emanate. The
eves of the nation were therefore focused upon the halls of
Congress during the last half of 1969 as the varlous proposals
wers debated. Since this body of men determines the percent-
age of income an individual or corporation may retain, it is

oy

of interest to all of us Lo know how the determination iz made

in the opening pages of the bill, it states that, ‘It
is essential that tax veform be ¢biained not only as a matier
0f justice but also as a matter of taxpayer morale'., As a
nation dedicated to the principles of fairness, ought we
expect our tax laws to conform to this philosophy?  Even if
"justice'” were spelled out, which it is not, the machinations
of politics enter the scene and the details {the so-called
raform itself) become sepavated fvom the philosophy. In the
final analvsis, the justice of any tax reform cannot be fuily
comprehended unless the various bases of taxation are studied

The three bagsic approaches to taxation can be generally
categorized as the ability to pay, benefifs vecelved, and
political and other pressure groups. The Income tax, the
210y souvce of revenue for tha 5a$?*ai governmeni, conforms
wzth rhe gbility-to-pay concepi, and has come Lo be closely
associatef with the progressive method, in which the percent-
age taken increased with income. Alth }ug% tax laws “basically
conform with this philosophy, they are inundated with a-
multitude of loopheles; hence a prime reason for the reform
Lill. The veform has, thevefore, been divected at the zbate-
ment of the loopholes vather than the concept of the ability
to pav. The vavious pressure groups, by means of political
pressure, interfere with the original intent, thus negating
the intended purpose of the progressive system of taxation,
And even if all the loopheoles were eliminated, the basic
philosophy of ability-to-pay takes little or no cognilzance
of the magnnmer of income, Income is treated zlike, whethey it
iz sarned or unearned.
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The "benefite r&&%&%@d“ method
recognized in cevtain types of speci
such as the installation of street |
the curvent mailnstream. Since it is fad
taxation that constitutes the great bulk of
levels, most attention ig diraaﬁed towards the merits of
abilicy-to-pay with an ever-increasing de-emphasis upon the
merits of benefits-received. And vef, justice mayv move
readily be found in the latter and wore in consonance with
our heritage of individualism snd group associations. A
contradiction? If an income is the vesult of one's labor--
whether physical, mental, or merely an accumulation of capi
tail~-~then is not one entitled to the [rults of one's labor?
This is nothing more than a re-affirmation of criterial which
have been an Integral part of our ma%tﬁ But what if one's
benefits or income 1s the result of value ocutside of oneself,
the result of society? Justice would seem to indicate that
what is the result of the individual belongs to the indivi-
dual, and what society has created belongs to society., Eco-
nomic rent, the return of which is the result of society in
general, for society has created land values, rightfully be-
longs to scciety and not to the individual landowner.

When the Income Tax Amendment %@c‘me th& law of the
land In 1913, no mention was gilven fo i
£11 dipcome was subject to taxation., He
for unearned income, such as that which ac
owner, is treated n€uai1} with earned income, thai which
labor or capital obtains as & result of its efforts. Is
jJustice in taxation dlsp ensed when person is basically taxed
whether or not labor is fovolved? Until the distinction
between esarned and unearned income 15 made, confusion will
relgn concerning equity and justice in taxation, and any
reforms will but deal with the perimeter and not the core of
justicse,

o

The widow is gathering neitles for her children's dinner;
a perfumed seigneur, delicately lounging in the Oeil de Boef
hath an alchemy wheveby he will sxtract from her the third
nettle, and call it rent.
~warivie

HISTORICALLY EPEAKIHG

The

ey

Erie Uanal

The utillzation of natural harbors and bodies of water
substantiates the maxim that man tends to satisfy his desives
with the least amount of effort. Amb“téous countries border-
iﬂg onn the Atlantic Ocean were Uthe Iilrst o sxplore it and s

gek wvaszt riches just az, eavrlier, ?h& city-states of medisval
italy and the Hanseatic League had Ezalivaé onn their natu-
ral advantages. However, in many instances man finds it
necessary to change the surface of &% in order to pro-
vide more satisfaction of his econom The bullding
and planning of the Evie Canal was of the
effect such an improvementi can have
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Many members of the Federalist party in New York State
wore persong of means who achieved national fame as a result
of their participation in the ratification of the U.S. Cousti-
rution and their names were affized o the document, They
also plaved a crucial role in the early development of the
state and they recognized the necessity for . improved trans-
poration facilities.

General Philip Schuyler called attention to the impor-
tance of a canal gystewm as far back as Revolutiomary days and
ras instrumental in 1m§r9531ng other Federalists with the
possibilities, but it was Gouverneur Morris who envisioned a
zrand canal” extending from the Hudson River to Lake Erie,
cormectifg the cities of Albany and Buffalo.

As an-initisl venture, two companies weve organized to
build canals to Ontaric and Champlain, and among the stock-
holders were some of New York's leading landholders such as
Robert Troup, an influential land agent; William Ioman, owner
of over one hundred thousand acres in the northern part of the
state; Dominick Lynch, founder of the city of Rome; and Sena-
tors Rufus King and John Lawrence, Gouverpeur Morris at one
time owned about five million acves in MNew York, much of it
in the Genessee Valley.
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Because Federalists, including Willism Bayard, J.R. Ren-
sselaer and Cadwallader D, Golden, had a great deal of Qﬂﬁitim
cal influence, the state legislators agreed at iength to the
construction of the much-debated Erie Canal., When it was com-
pleted in 1825 at a cost of approximate gly seven miliion d@iiqzﬁﬁ
a new era of prosperity engulfed upper New York, The growth
of cities was stimulated and cwners of the rich wheat fields
enormously, along with the other northewn and west-

prospered
ern sections of Che state.
in the area arocund Seneca Lake increased

Throughout history, others have successfully changed
Genevations ago,
and in this century Chicago

earth’s surface in various ways.
resoiutely blocked the Zuider Zee,

has reclaimed valuable land from Lake Michigan.
and Frie canals--and

created such marvels as the Paname, Suez,

T
Almost immediate

Holland

Man has

shis remarkable ingenuity, while it has aided travelers around
the world, has benefited specifically the landed interests in
the environs Improvements in transporatlion, whether 1f is a
dge, road, or Ldﬂaxﬁ enhance every adjacent land value--a
value that is created by the combined acticons of men and not
by any individual 1&nu6ﬂﬁﬁf What could be more sensible than
re give back to soclety the values which it has created?
Fedhdrk
The davs of the nations bear no trace
OF a1l £he sunshine so far foretosld;
The cannon speaks.in the teacher’s place--
The age is weary with work and gold,

And high hopes wither, and

memoriss wane

O hearths and altarﬁ the firest are dead
But. that bBrave faith hath not lived in vain--

And this

Tkkdk

is all that our watcher said.

Frances bBrown

TAND OM LONG ISLAND

o]

Long Islanders, especially those who weire navives of rhe
srea prior te the close of World Wax 11, are all too familiar
with its growth in population since then. At the same Cime,
and 23 a divect result of the increase in residents, phenome -
aal increase in land use and conseguential spurt in land values
ceourved, The epiral continued well ever the "norm”, and the
term Turban sprawl" became an integral part Gf our vocabulary.

A case in point concerned a library site, a nacessity for all
growing communities, and i1l ustrative of develapmeﬂtg which
were re-enacted in most growing communities,

Saveral vears ago, two towns on the northeastern section

of MNas sau.¢uunty prepared to jointly build and operafe a library.
A local committes was formed to select a site and, afrer nar-
rowing dGWH the selection, agreed upon one along Jerlchs Turmn-

cessible location and one adioining a road not far
”“ﬁtef& of the towns it was to serve. The site was
a speculator who had originally @urﬁha:aé it from a
armeyr, 45 was & common ?f&ﬁilge in '
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. igu;ﬁ far QWf& d nx the orig-
N The amount also exceeded the
et ﬁbla{.ﬂnaiudedg of course, building

QSM
L0
f
[l RO

=

of the situvation were generally,
rhe committee, one individual be-
the following action: He wenlt to

the realities
recognized by

Although
if unhappily,
came so incensed as toe take
rhe assessor's office in Minecla, where all records of assess-
ments in Nassau County are housed, and uniocked information

which has since been found to be pertinent to otherx such situa-
+iong as well a5 to the one in which he was involved,
{continued on page 16)
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We recently noted in the Christian Sclence Moni t@x that
the Dow Chemical Company, headquartered in Midiand, Michigan,
is suddenly showing extrvaordinary interest in Arizona, espe-
cially in the Tuscon arsa,

Dow has bought 17,000 acres of Arizona farmland. Some
14,000 acres of it is in the Tuscon metropolitan area, mostly
to the northwest along Interstate Highwav 10. Last summer, Dow
purchased all thﬁ 1andaeld1nxa of Lester Antle, the area's
largest grower-shipper of fresh mellons and vegetables. Specu-
lation as to the company's intentions ran high until a company
spokesman assured the Tuscon Chawmber of Commerce that the land
would con tinmﬁ to be £+ med by people experienced in agricul-
ture,

According to Dow Chemical, this is 2 pilot venture, Its
executives believe that realty values wust keep on rising with
the expanding population, and that growth is bound to be drama-
tic around the southwestern cities such zs Phoenizx and Tuscon.

In addition, one of the tracts, it was discovered, con-
tained a bed of salts hundreds of feet thick., This salt could
provide wmlimited raw waterials to recover various minerals
that are combined with the salt. After all, the founder of
Dow got his start by pumping brine from a Michigan well and
extraciing bromine.

The wonders of population and nature!

wRRAR RSl il dede ke

In the December 12th issue of the Wall Street Journal,
on page 1, was a columm with the following heading:

Henry George Lives:
Single~Tax Advocates
Persevere in the U.S5.

Plan Seeks to Penalize Owmers
Who Fail to Improve Land;
Helevance to Slum I1lls Seen

sjg,s,lk,wﬁ«su ;
eliminating prope TL
property, and shifting the levies to the

in future lssues,
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Here's an item of intevest to Long lzlanders. wa s

printed in Newsdav.

"Residents of Nassau and Suifelk Counties pay the
second and third highﬁg? per capita property taxes in the
state sutside New York City, according to the Clitizens
Public Expenditure Survey, UNassau was the second highest
at $91,28, and Suffolk County third at $72.71. The per
caplta tax levy for each county is decermined by dividing
rhe total tax levy for the entive county by the most recent
population estimare.”
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Also Erom Hewsdav:

"In a decision that may have widespread significance, a
State Supreme Cour justi@e ﬁﬁﬁ ruled that & religious insti-
T s & mmerﬁial nterprise

pxmaﬁ oA o
B UREE

g-chairman of the Hassau

"Horace Z. Kramer, the i
iid not know how wide-

v
County Board of Assessors, sa d
5@?@&@ the commercial use of ¢ ious property is in Nassau

County, but that the decision he . case involved would
give religious officials pause before they get involved in
any activities they do nob run.
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"Laws exempting church property from real estate taxes
exist in every state. The U.5. Supreme Court has agreed o
rule on constitutionality of such laws in a case from the N.Y.
Court of Appeals. Both the National Council of Churches and
rhe U,5, Catholic Conference have called for an end to the
tax exemption on income earned by non-church-related business
endeavors.,’ dedcdoicde
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WORLD LAND PROBLEMS

Land Value Taxavion in Wew Zealand

New Zealand is often cited by Geovgists as one of the
foremost examples of countries wheve land walue taxaticn is
being practiced, but a cliose loock at the facts may be rather

disappointing.

New Zsaland iz a small country at the
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the world fyrom us, It has 103,000 square wmiles; the popu-~
lation is 2,750,000 or 26.5 people per square mile, Rather
pooy in m1ﬁeralbﬁ it is not noted foy industcries, but for

agriculture and grazing.

A national land tax was [irst introduced din 1891 wich
provisions for revaluations at least every five years. The
original tax has been whittled down by apendments and exemp-
tionsg, and the tax itself ; rhan 1% of ths
azsessed valuation of the the collection
of 1,250,000 pounds annualiy.

Annual rent from crown lands is another 1,000 000
pounds,

in the area aé local taxation that the country
shines., The manﬁy raises threg-guarceys of itg Droperty
raxes from land valuves and one-quarter {rom ilmprovemenis, wilh
a toral of 10,000,000 pounds collected fyom land alons,

However, New Zealand 1s noted nof only for being one of
the world’'s foremost examples of land wvalue taxation, but
also a world leader in social legisiation. It has had every
concelvable social reform on its books earviier than most
other cowumtries., Ios social security chavges aye more than
207 of the entire budget, which amounts to 25
annually., So when the sum fotal of the money
from Land Value Tazxatlion accounts far only 5% the country’s
budget, this reminds us that neot only must we collect all
the land rent dus us, bul phat we must also untax labor and
capital. The collection of the full economic rent may well
obviate the need for a preponderance of social legislation.
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FRIENDS OF HEMRY GEORGE

"There was something unique about George's judgment.
It was not intuitive, and vetr ir seemed at time fo be infal-
1ibly so., 1 say it was not ' hﬂaii%
it £o be of the slightest & when
was aroused by a sense of u“n-m5?11¢} and thﬁﬂ
startling in its dirvectness and accuracy., 1 havw
rhar if Henry Geovge told me how best to go to Euro
did so without a gense of vesponsiblilicy in the matter, 1
ghould z he other way; but that if he acted undera sense of

1 O Lhne
regpongibilicy, T should follow his directions blindfold
t estion of doubt.,”

Louis ¥, Post, writer and editor

"When 'Progress and Poverty' was in process. as on its
completion, it cccurved to me Thalf here was one of Chose
hooks that every now and again spring forth to show men what
man can do when his noblest emofions combine with his highest
mentality to produce somelhing for the permanent betterment
of our common humanity.”

Dr., Edw. R, Tavlor, lawver

Ity

Yery soon after our acquaintance [ discovered that he
{Henry m&%fgé} was studicus and eager to acquire knowledge,
and when we came to room together 1 frequently woke up at
night o find him reading or writing., Lf I szaid: 'Good
heavens, Harry, what's the matter? Are you sick?’ he'd tell
me to go to sleep or invite me to get dressed and go out for
a2 walk with him. A spin arvround for a few blocks would do
and then we'd get to bed again. I never saw such a restless
human being."

George Wilbur, lifelong friend
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CHANGE:

CHARTTY

EDUCAT ION:

POVERTY :

TAND:

DOGMA ;

PROGRESS:

GEORGE SAID IT 14~

The sailor, whe, no matter how the wind
might changs, & h@u&ﬁ persist in keeping
his wvessel undﬁr rhe same sall and on the
same fack, would never reach his havemn.

To learn to rely on charity is necessarily

ro lose the self-respect and independence
necessary for self-reliance when the struggle
iz havrd.

BEducation is only edu
enables a man more eI
npatural powers.

cation in so far
fectively t

Poverty is the openmouthed, relentless hell
which yawns beneath civilized soclety.

f.and is the habitation of man, the storehouse
upon which he must draw for all his needs,
rhe meterial to which his labor must be ap-

niied for the supply of all his desives; for
even the products of the sea cannot be iaﬁﬂﬁ

the light of the sun enjoyed, or any of the
forcas of nature utilized, without the use of
its producis,
we iive, o i1f we yelburn
the soil as truly as 1s the

v vhe flower of the iieldﬁ

e (2

£ hory a4

~galﬁwmﬁhi1“
blade of
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The first step toward a matural and healthy
srganization of society is to secure Lo all
men their unatural, equal, and unallenable
rights in the material universe.

o

Wo theory is too false, no fable too absurd,
no cupﬂrstlfian too éegf&@la@ for acceptance
when it has become embedded in common belief,

The prggrebs of civilization requires that
more and more intelligence be devoted to
cocial affairs, and this not the intelligence
»f the few, but that of the many, The people
rhemselves must think, because the people
alone can act.

Sedededek

On the land we are born,
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