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Pittshurgh, Pennsylvania, Setting an Example in Sane and Constructive Tax Legislation That Other Municipalities
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BUILDING PERMITS TN PITTSBURGH AR COMPARED WITH FIGHTEEN OTHER LEADING CITIES

7 years—1814 to 1820 inclusive
Source: The American Contractor

U, 8. dengus Report
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= {per cabite  Tax Lavw., Bus they ave not the only  business and proaperity of ihe eity, i3 among its Dbitterest opponents in ihe

' popilation) duving the  bersefifs, 'That the same law by sbin freely pdmitted by all in 2 posi 53 to pegloning, that uﬂ,B@s@ i fasht devel.
%5 yaavs, hag drasd % gx.  ulsting bnildidg sund preventing the in-  Enow. oping to reducs %ﬁ. 18X85% o0
5:&5: werm dation of land valuss has airendy namm 8o successful in fact has the Graded  busi thieift “.&L anterprics coa-

ad in Sew?f # long ways in megmm down rentz Tax Law heen in Pittshurgh paved with thas on land atien

g nation!

cowpared with re ther civies, in
; : landlordism, in multiplying
homenwnarship, and in adding %o the

when the
the pre

weil 1w it lked thers {sse }
representative  business men  Lringed
withy even by many who were

and menopoly
provided in

:E? as
1ag hes

E*

(We vecently sent out a lebter ¢

thing to apply thiz law, or a similay one, nationally
it iy interesting %o know that ouly in rave wﬁm».«abﬁx
business men preferred o wait until the Inw had had
overwhelidng mafority affivmed thelr balief
It wouid be a very good thing to have the same law, or one
of the letbers received, or exbracts thersirom.—Editer)

FOLLANSEEE BROTHERS COMPANY
Manufacturers ,mmﬁSSam m,%mt Hearth Material

Grantlemen:
%.m mxa_goimﬁm.m ree
of taxation,

Yonr Ex% tanding of the P
crmnents iz nc:, ot
Mﬁ:: Pittebvurgh bush

rect. W :mwwﬁw the

ipt ef yoor letter of the L5th instant upen the subject

ftabnrgh plan of geading tax on Mifldings and
and we bele the informastion that you have raveived
5omett in vegard 1o the opevation of the law is alse cor
given general satisfactlon for in oty ovinion it
stimulates Husiness and encournzes Mxé.w.mm 0 bpulid homies, at the same dwe dis-
covvaging the holding of wvaluable unimproved real estate. 'The tax plan is in
Tavor of u‘ﬁ: estate amd buginess peopls generaily.
FOLLANHEBEE BROTHERSE JOMPANY,
{8) W D3 Reid,
Becretary and Anditor.

THE ROSENBAUM COMPANY
Lepartment Store
Pittsburgh, #a,
{rentishien:

Loam It vecelpt of your faver of the 2igt {ust., and desire 4o say ihat the
COvaded Tax Law'’ adopted here in 1913 has rather been a success. Of Couyss,
the viewpoint of suceess depsnds on whether you are the owner of improved
property or a vacaunt lot, Natorally, the flrst element are mibch pleased with the
t while the second slement claim we are getbing back to the single tax theory,
o therefore are using every effort to have the act changed by lsgislature.

Personally, T think % would be a great thing for business ang industry to
have this law or a similar law applied nationally.
Respeotfully,
THE ROSENBAUM COMPANY,
{#) M. Bothehild.

WILLIAM M, MeWNAIR
Attorney at Law
wuﬁwmfﬁ‘aw, Fa.

Gentlemes = wen e T

in reply to your letter wowld say that the Graded Tax law has besp a sue-
cess and it should be applied nationally, I am atforney for several building and
loan assecistions, building companies and other corperating and any attemipt to
epsal it would e m:oﬁm@ opposed by my clients

I am a candldate for congress on the Democraiie and Prohibition tickst in
the 34th Jongressionsl District and intend to favor this proposition in wmy can-
paign this summer and i elected will give the national plan my support.
Wours very truly,

AMV WILLIAM N, McWNAIR,

ARKANBAR ZPHGMbﬁ GAB 00,

1612 Benedum-Trees Bldg,
Pittsburgh, Pa,

Gontlemen,
Yes, the G _ﬂﬁma MF_ & Law has been a success in Pittsburgh since its adoption
1915—very much £
It would in our 25%5 be a good thing for business and industry to have a
shmilar law spplied nationally.
ARKANSAR NATURAL (GAS COMPANY.

PAIRCHANCE LUMBER COMPANY
Industrial Housing
Fairchance, Pa.
Pistshurgh, Pa.
entismen:

Repiving to your lethar of July 8th. I can say that the Pittsburgh Plan has
Been & decided snccess in this city and hag been the cause of pne of the greatest
hollding booms this Uity has ever experienced The number of building permits
granted during the past few years has exceeded thosa of any other ity of its
sige in bthis country, Furthermore, i% has made it possible to purchass vavand
iots and deslrable locations at reasonable prices and has forced mush vacant
iand on the market which bad hithertc heen held for speculation. I could men-
tion & number of large pleces of vacant land which ave located in elosely builk
uy sectiond that are now being split up into building lots, the owners being forced
to sell on accouatt of the increase of tawes on vaeant iand, It hag particndarly
mmémm in faver of the small home owners, having made a very decidsd reduction

in tames of smell houges, valumed up to 87,0600.00.

I might gay that ¥ am the owner of considerable veal estate in this City,
having bullt move than 500 houses heve during the past 20 years and am in po-
sition to know the real efect of the pian.

FAIRUHANCE LUMBER JOMPANY.
{#) Georgs H. Bvans.

AMERTUAN WARBEHOUSEMEN'S ABBOCIATION
1110 Bessemer Building
Plitaburegh, Pa.
Shantlsmen:
Youy inguiry of the 13th inst, in regard to the **Pitteburgh Plan'’
tHoen, nes heon received. In reply T would say:
L——The graded tax law has besn generally very satisfactory and I belisve
suncegssful in an squitabls collection of fawes sincs itz ndoption here in
1813
2-—1 c&%g the general theory and principles felovwed in thizs law conld
applid very breadly, with m@gﬁ@ma ant complsie sadisfaction.
In ke writer’s estimaiion the lnw has heen especially bensficial in respsct
of s curbing effsct on rsal estate spesculation and partienlarly that i3 doey not
permit, as formerly, the penalizing of a propecty owner for the slight imuprove-

of Taxa-

ments or the good ovder In which he may XKeep his property: it has ungusstion-
ably wermitted 2 botter up-kesp of property and, in Tach, an extended con-

stroetiom.
{8y O, 1. URIES,
Greneral Secretary,

to & number of representative busingsg men in Pittshurgh, a
Law there had yroved w success in the elght years that It had been appied, and (2) if they thonght i would be o

was there any
# longor poried of trial hefors
that the lsw lhad besn a succes:

ailay o i, applied on s national scals,

asking (1) if the Gradsd
eond

-

opposition o the law encountered, a fow
commitiing themssives; while the
~-3 blg succsss—and that in theiy opinisn

Following are » few

e

RETAIL MERCHANTS ANBOCIATION
Oifide of the Becretary
Commonwsaith Bullding
Pittshurgh, Pa
identlemen:
Relative to your jstter of June L4th bearing
tax’? law.

npon the Pitisburgh ‘‘graded

I

gerted that pricr o its enactment the anter-
red his property by ersciing & bullding on it and
S \ to grow, was immediately punished for his enter-
prige by having his baildd taxed, while owners of vacant land were rawarded
for net bullding by vaving thg game rate on vacani pronert One of the ad-

vocates of this Iaw once stated $hat * when we wany to get vid of dogs wae pnt s
tnx on ihnem’’; that s the same thing we sve doinz on buildings. Let a2 man
prect & fine strnetvve and he 13 fmmedi intely punished for it by having to pa
faxes on it

The wproponent
wrising land owner who imyp
thereby helping ths comm

(.e
Cb

% ® % m

There Is no doubt bub that the operation of this law for cight years in Piths-
burgh has vesulted in the putsing to use of greas puyesls of land, chiefly in the
building of Lomes, which in maay cxses would not otherwise wwqm been buils
upon.  Because as the tox on buildings gradually goss down, the tag on land
mugh go up, and it soon becomes unprofitable to hold land vacant for an increase
In vadne in the future, The added taxes on vacant land makes {3 imperative that
the owner do something %o get some revenue irom it

e
wow % oW

Let me add In closing that I am ﬁwoﬁﬁ% of the epinfon that the zraded tax
law in Pittshurgh is o aucesss as M.ﬁ. ag 1% has gone and I would help to prevent
ity repeal at least until o few yenrg after 1025, when it wild be i fudl sffeet and
its real success or failumye can be Eﬁ.a properiy jndged.

wnawmb MERUHANTE' ABSOUIATION OF PITUSBURGEH,
{8} W. M. Tacoby, Becretary.

KAUTMAKN'Y
fUPhe Big SBtore’
TTRtEbureh, Pa. .o -

Grentlemen:

I have nov besn a resident of this ciiy very long, and have not had the op-
poriunity te study the Pittshurgh Graded Tax law or its sffects, but the propos
sition as explained by Mr. Jacoby (ahovs) seems logicsl and worth while.

Tery truly yours,
{#) BAMUEL MUNDIEIM,
President.

CORNELIUS D, 8CULLY
Attorney at Law
Frick Bullding
Pittsburgh, Fa. .

Gantlemen:
I have your letter of July 6th and in answer 1o your two questions I beg to
SR —

(1} In my opinion, the *‘Graded Tax Law’' has been & siccess in the City
of Pittsburgh, and itz operations lave been extremaly heneficinl and
promise to be increasingly so.

{2} In my opinion, it would be a good thing to have National Legislation
of this same tenor enacted.

Yours very sincerely,
(s} . D BOULLY,
CONROY-PRUGH COMPANY
Manufacturers of Mirrors
N, 8., Pittsborgh, Pa.
Gentiemen:

Your favor of July Ist pertaining to the Pitbshurgh Graded Tax Law duly
received, and we ave bmmi;@ in aecord with it. This with the three yvear assess-
meit plan has proven a mosSt satisfactory method, We belisve it wounld have
practically the unanimous approval of all business houses, and in ocur sxperlence,
have not heard of one objection. Wa believe that astionally considersd, n sim-
ilay Jaw would be most satdsfactory,

CONROY-PRUGH COMPANY,
(3} fhorge Lunz,
Trensurer,

DEMMILER & BUHENE COMPANWY
Birchen and (arfeteris Bguipment
Pittsburgh, Pa,
Gentiemean:
We firmly belisve 4iiat the “'Graded Taw Law’’ has heen & sueces
burgh and every year tends towards further success.
A similey law appled nationally would encourngs
avarywhers

in Difts-
buginess and  indusiyy

DEMMLER & SCHENRK COMPANY.
{8y Walter B, Demmle

MEEZNNA BRASS AND MANUFACTURING {0, ING
Pivtshurgh, Pa.

Gentleman:

We wish to acknowledge veceipt of vouwr favor of fthe Bth inst, relative o
the fedsral tax problem,

We helisve the syatem of
burgh ds an ideal plan,

In prineiple ib ought o work omy nationally as wall,

MCEENNA BRASE & MANUFACITRING GO, 1NO,
{8y Ovto THarix,
Fresident audd Creneral Mannger,

graded taxation as applizd by the Uity of Pitte-
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