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Once get our tax system on a proper basis and many problems, now seemingly insoluble, will disappear!
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TAX QUESTION

Washington, D, O, Oct. 2—
President (loolid ge contemplates
holding a series of o Pﬁ, renges
sonon with tre s and
_N.:Sﬂ.?:j & ﬁ, o ways and
ive consid-

e

tulten up at
of con-
i af
wp
s had no hint of-
. the

PUBLIC SERVICE COSTS
FOUR BILLIONS YEARLY

i ot of every dozen
5 of age ainful Hy eme-
T Fw in the Tnited States, based
on 1820 ¢ ,.ﬁi s Hgures, is on the
public payroll i,:w as & result the
American W:::.._r.w are footing a
ﬁ:é salary bill of nearly $4.000,-
#  vear, These Iigures
1o publie recentiy by the

of taxation and its relation to the
w:m:r wolfare., The Board ve-

&

i EETToYT
igators  has  worked

and
several months on the taxation

problem, The fgnres showing
e magnitude of the Nation’s
public pay roll are to be a part
their report,

RUNNING A CITY
WITHOUT TAXES

The New Yorlk Times of 8 Sep-
ﬁ.ﬁ.@wx;_, prints an mterview with
o Californisn who savs that the
ity of Liong Beach is the only
gity in the eonntry without taxes.
The ity has & natural resouree
of 200 gushing oil-wells that takes
gare of all manicipal expense and
legves the citizens tax-free. This
fact, if such it be, i3 worth men-
tlon for the sake of remarking
that every community in  the
conntry has a communal asget
that would take cave of its taxes
in an analogons way, namely: the
site-value  of Jand  Let people
freely hold and keep, buy, sell
and begquenath, all the land they
ke but let them pay o the com-
munity the full annual vent of
that land, instead of putting it in
their own pockets, One must
speak with due deference in call-
mo attention fo the errorg of the
Phyvsioerats, even in wmatfers of
terminology, but it was a mistake
for them to call this plan Ulmpdt
nnique, or the single tax. The es-
sence of this plan is that under it
a sommunity does not live on
taxey ot all, not even on one sin-
gle tax. It Hves exelusively on
vent, the rent of ity natural re-
gources; and the rent would be
determined under that plan, just
ag it now is, by a landlord’s valu-
ation based on what amounty fo
free competitive bidding.
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TAX RELIEF CONVENTION

to be held by the

Manufactarers and Merchants Federal Tax League

CHICAGO

at the

Congress Hotel

Friday and Saturday, November 9 and 10

{¥, B.—The following is ouwr “‘Proposed Program.'’ If has been ar
rangad with a view of covering state and local taxation as well as federal
and o desl with the tax problems of the favmer as well as the business
man, The subjects and speakers are the ones ws are sndeavoring to se-
cure, Thoge who have definitely agresd to attend are indicated by a (¥).
While there will naturally be sowme changes in the following when the
fingl’? prograwm is printed, it is believed that it will remain approxbmately
as 1t is now.)

FRIDAY—~10:00 A. M.

Otte Callman, Pres, Cullman Whaeel Company, (¥} Chairman,

Eon, Wildam B, Dever, Mayor of Uhicao—
Address of Welcome,

ﬁmﬁg 8, Biauvelt, Pres, Ind. Coke & Gas Co, {¥) Temre H,Hmﬁml

- Buhiecs, S Shall Business Be Tawsd 1o Death??’
m.%&mp,m Nordman, 'Wisconsin Conumissioner of Markets {¥*}—
Bubject, ‘‘Taxatiou and the Farmer.””’
“H. Kauffman, Ssc’'y, Tax Commission of Oio (¥)—
Subject, **Our Disclaimed Assets and Liabillities '’
Five G-minute speakers from the floor.
{Names te be given in final program,}

FRIDAY—-2:00 P, M.

JYames A. Bell, Pres, J. A. Bell Company, Elkhart, {*) Chairman—
Fames R, Brown, Tax Lecturer, Manhattan 8 T, Club, New York EI.
Subject, ‘A Plain Talk On Taxation.'’
Hdward Polak, Register, Bronx County, New York City—
mcEmS_ “Result of the Tax-exemption Law in New %oww on the
Building of New Homes.’’
Five Sauinute speakers from the foor.
{Names to be given in final program.)
Questions,

FRIDAY EVENING—:00 P. M.
Dinner, Congress Hotel

Francis NWeilson, Bditor and Lecturer, Toastmaster.
Archibaid Harris, Tax Counsellor for Iilinois snd Indiana Bankers’ Asso-
ciation, Chicago (#).
Subject, ‘“The Bales Tax Az I Fonud 16 in CUanada.’’
H. &, Brown, Professor of Economics, Missouri University {¥)—
Subject, **What Should We Tax—ERarusd or Unearned Incomes?’’
Fohn Z, White, Tax Lecturer, H. & Lescture Ass’n, Chicage (#)——
Bubject, ‘‘Bane Taxation—With Special Reference to the Keller Land
Talpe Tax BilL”
Tive S.minute speakers from the floor.
{Names t0 be given in final program.}
Guestions.

BATUBRDAY—10:00 A, M.

3eorge M. Duncan, Merchant and Mesmber N, E. Legislaturs, Gwmmﬁmmu {Fy—
5. A, Stockwell, Minnesota Legislatwre, 8. Paud—
Bubject, *''The Minnesota Iron Ore Tax—It's Relief S Industry.”’
zarl Buell, Sec’y, Minuesota Tex Reform Association, Bt Paul (¥)—
Subject, ‘*'Fax the Royalty, Mot the Product.’’
Five &G-minuote speakers from the floor.
{(Mames $0o be glven in final program,)
uestions.

SBATURDAY—2:00 P, M.

David (ibson, Pren., The Gibson Coempany, Cleveland, Chalrman—
Thomas €. McMahon, Chisf Asdessor, Pittshurgh, Pa.
Subject, **The Pittshurgh Graded Tax Law.”’
Harry H., Willock, V.-P., Waverly 01 Works, Pittsburgh (%)—
Subject, **Why Business Men ILdke the Pittsburgh Plan of Taxa-
tien,’’
Five S-minute speakers from the fleor,
(Names to be given in final program.)
Guestions.

CORPORATE TAXATION
EASY TO AVOID---GREEN

Speaking recently hefore the
Tasx Association at is
in White Hulphur
E.Eﬁﬁmmc ».‘W.“..:ts ’
slated for the
the new W
i deelan
ol aoryc
an easy way of

prings, L
,LTE: , ?rc

this conn . A, Green
sald Henry Ford was popudarly
supposed to have the larvgest in-
come of any citizen of the conn-
fry, aund that while not one Luew
what income i
certain t
proporition w
continne

“The Ford Company iy eontin-

nally adding to its  investments
v,ﬁ v:_, g conl mines, rop mines,
and vailronds, erecting new fae-
tories and E:.;ﬂ_ﬂ.z..ﬁwq more and
mave of the parts of the antomo-
hile that made Mr. Ford fam-
ons. While technieally no income
has passed theveby to the stoek-
m:.,waﬁ,mw as & matter of fact their
riches have been increased to the
amount of il investmenis and

Iy .:x

et they pay no ineome tax there.

an.

Restdes this it ig perfectly easy
for any corporafion o
dividends and the ?:1 for Call
practical purposes, put the sur
plus nnder the conlrol of  the
stockbolders in such & manner
that they use it ag they see fit. In
this way an *..,:azﬁo.mm amount of
dividends bas, in effect, been dis-
tributed to Lawﬁwow&c without
the payment of any income tax.’

SCRANTON, PA., LIKES
TALEXEMPTION LAW

Heranton s operating under the
same law ay Pittsburgh, The
chairman of the board of asses-
sors, John H. Jordan, said the
graded tax law was working first
rate. Thev now have a tax on
land values of 1943 per thousand
and on improvement values 11.65

per thousarel, Evervbody ssemed

to be convineed that the proper
thing to do was te encourage
budldings and get rid of old
shacks that still remained on val-
uable ground, and they seemed.
heartily to approve of the graded
tax law—The “Baunare Deal’’

EXPERTS GLOOMY OVER
WHEAT FARMING

Wheat growers of the United
Btates,”’ writes Charles AMichaels
in the Chicage Daily g, fwi
either have to lower cost of pro-
duetion or the country go oub of
business .an an exporter. This is
the wview of experts who have
closely studied eonditions,

Thoy point out that the wheat
farmers’

" pverhead is too high,
oy contend his lands arve fig-
ured on too high a basis, and la-
bor costs are so high that he can-
not compete with lower priced
Iands and labor of Canada, Ans-
ralia, India and Argenting.’
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BEULLETIN

of the Manufacturers and Merchants Federsl Tax League

TS TIME THAT A
DISTINCTION BE MADE

¢ paragraph in the real
the New Tork
regorded the

mw modpst
?_EHEJ of
Bwapapers recently
by the Uerry estate of the
the north-east corner of
Avenue and 5Bih Street

,r,.Emm Mwiu

rthree years, at an annual
m,m,crwm rent mm Kbh:@ A4 the
prevailing rate of interest, this
means a valuation of this small
wi of about two million dollars,
..m s ostm even in these days of

tion and ldgh prices, Ag the
s part of the site for a huge
hee total of mesrly eight

ion dollars in ground rent that
will be pald itg aédj g undeyr the

tease, will of necessity come out
of the pockets ow New Yorkers

and of visitors who ms,cmwmm thie

hotel,  Mr, .O:.wvozk is  investing
millions of dollars in the con-

stenetion” of an twposing bumild-

on which ke will have to pay
heavy taxes to the eity out of the
sarnings  on  kis eapital.  Some
day The wige men who make our
wx lows may decide that the rate

of taxation on unearned incomes
should  be  considerably higher

on vevennes derived from
mdusiry, commeree, or hotel man-
agement—say about 100 cents in
i? dollar—The Fyeaman,

WILMINGTON, DEL.—
WHO OWNS IT

The other day eighty-five wmem-
yﬁ of  the 3:. mqﬁ. Tamily,
Ceoinife TEEWTTRIT Aty el ot

90T
m nited States met E mwo Hotel
Bherman in Chicage. Their ob-
dect in meebing was to perfect
b ﬁ._:mr they can get pos
eaxion of all the land underle-
ing the city of Wilmington, Del-
aware, now worth a fotal of over
500,000,000, which they eclaim
helongg golely to them.

ﬁ: pose this effort on the part
of the fE,:qu, family iz sucecess-

ful, Suppose they do get full
title to all the land that underlies
the .m.wu.\llﬁéa £ then? Nothing,

sxeept that it fuenishes a ol Barer
Mustration of the eolossal injus-
tice and immorality of the tax
laws tpder which we live,

i 12 enormous value
: land—the Sprin

Who made
of .ﬁ«%g wrbon s

ger learly wnot. The
fived there

expects 1o

then did maks

Why, the

and ﬁm
a single
apon m&
Vilington, this
z,ﬁ,%: sion H;m 1o,
vever, ag the paople
it, the land began to
. until today, contain
ndred  thons-

and

OVET On&-
r.n% ugive of

Hpringer
value of
the peo-
make if,
go to the peo-
instead of to
.ﬁ

prediet, the over-

ﬁi only of Wil
' sy other eiby
N to sea H: and when

oy do they are going fo procesd
vt their rights,

- for a peried

~DOUBLE- TAXATION

he Farmer’s

The loeal taxes
average of %105 per farm.

When the farmer has made a check ont for

turned it over
to—that he has paid hiz full ¢
But this is just a beginning.

taxes that the farmer pavs
capilta or

direet local

05 of

on {farms in the United

to the collector, he thinks—at least
tax bill for the vear.

The taxes that the farmer pavs
that is volled up in the prics of Yood, elothing
Just three times as much as his Jocal taxes amount fo.
and doesn’t see—-but gorely
300 & vear per
tazes, makey hig

States amounts to an

this amount and has
most farmers seem

ancl
fuel, lnxuries, sle., are
In s word the
ralg—~-amonunt
_r:ﬁ v of H;u whick m%woz to the

total tax ;M over par.

For Capita

! | M %

Tobal taves {exclusive of
dirsct tax on farms) inm 1922

$7,886,000,000

360
Tobal baxes ?saw%mw% mw <
diract tax on farm#) in 1913 $40
1,918,000, 000 // %,m
N
N N $30
N A/,, NN RSN SNNIRRRN
N Amount of indirsch taxes paid
/ by farmers, as consumers, in /
the price of goods
RN, R /4”.;//1 A B L N %M O
\ \ NN
R /
NN
N / \ i
Aneunt of' taxes NOT m?wggm to
’ consumers in the prics of goods
Z F IS IEIIN, LLLY. BLLL L 3
1913 1914 1918 1816 1917 1918 1919 1820 1921 1822

=~ Festimated from federsl,

state and municipal tex reports.

.

OF BUSINESS MEN

By Henvy W, Allen,

Business men are pairiotic
they know the war eost has to be
paid for and are willivg to pay
their just shave, but they have a
vight $o object 1o execessive and
unjust taxation and regulation
when a fair method is availabls.

Ome llustration will show how

Wichita merchants ave already
over-taxed through the medium

of rent, and this will indieats the
iminense values now  golng  fo
landiords that should go instead
into the publie treasury:

A Wichits frm of long stand-
ing was recently forced off of the
first block of East Douglag Ave
by the following rent demanded
for a twenly-three fool fronfage:
$650 monthly (57,800 annually),
the tenant to pay in addition
toxes (B1784.20%, insurance and
2il apkeep. Many similay Nlusies-
tions might be given.

In reality the goverr
gurrendered to ?r&?% 4 wop er
1o tax, In the illosteat L.:Q
red to nearly BY% neb on
:ihﬁ for rental of
and @ wcmmfg; ‘M .a;
wswmm & @
the mo.,m..msu,um,m“w
he site value,
that the fandlords are
m,d%q top far In driving hone
maerchanis out of business, DBut

Ew is their privilega: they have
zé legal Lmr to charge ““all the

raffie will bear,”” and any of us
ﬁ.,.oﬁg do the same thing in their
Mmmam The present m@ nrd  tax
ratern ig to blane. An adeguate
land-value tax would eliminate
the speeulative wvalue from the
land  and would, eonsequently,
reduce rent. Bui it would also
produce the nesded revenue,

glong ere

vf@ﬁw ARy

OHIO BUSINESS MEN

By H. H. Holmes.

A year ago, assessments of land
in Cuyahoga County, Ohio (o
cluding the ecity of Claveland?},
were arbitrarily reduced $175,-
(00,000, althoungh thers had been
no inerease in sneh  assessments
for wears, and repeated Tes
proved that land valvey bhad been
mounting skyward. :
is n member of the Cleveland Beal
Hatate Board, A recent bank ap-
praisal of one small lot proved
that thiz land had doubled in

value in seven years. It is prob-

not assessed for taxation al
over ono-thivd of its actual value.
m,% atened with an inereased tax
ate gov-

to provide money for

, the (lsvelend wiw&z m
w@m?m asks that the
cm_ reduction now
ﬁ:ﬁ ﬁxzw F

c_, Q:. re ﬁx:w? E,:W
Board wamﬂmﬁz,w urges ﬂz:. Wore
personal property be placed on
the tax m:xm,?i but does not
tell how to de it F Lw: EE:&EP
M:w _vetail ﬁm?rm: ciaf

or E Exwm a r.h”mw, i
and the Association of wx;;zi
Owners and M ers f mm itated
aver the iax The

iy Heveland ﬁhﬁzvﬁ, cm Commerce
iz also atirred up. Business wen
are heginning to think on faxa-

tion in more than a superficial
TAY,
If you misy our Biennial Tax

Oonvention in Chicago, November
& and 10, vou will repret it

~TAX MUDDLE ARQUSES -

HARD COAL ROYALTIES
HELP KEEP PRICES UP

By Warren Phinuey,

2w}
anthracite
for a hig

{In the Chicago Daily
Coal royalties in the
digtrict ave v
share of the present high price of
hard ccal. These royaliies have
rigen to more than

of coal taken out of the ground
leased by one bhig Peonsyvlvanis

operator.
Mrch a rovalty is moze than the

total priee that a ton of some of

he cheaper grades of hard coal

steam purposey sells fory
at the mine. As all Isases are
made in  Pennylvaniz, whare

anthracite under a state law must
be sold only on the long ton basis,
figvres used I this article will ap-
ply exclusively to long toms of
2,240 pounds. ‘

The liggest grabber of rich
royalties on hard eoal {n  this
countey is the estate left by the

well-known  Philadelplia  phil-
anthropist of a past generation,
Stephen Givard. The Girard es-

tate makes its leas Mcu. fifteen-
vear periods, The last official re-
port shows that the irard es-

tate’s  royalty  rates averaged
127 a ton on 2983700 tons

mined in 1821, That meant pay-
ments by operators mining eaoal
lands belonging to the Girard es-
tate in a single ﬁtzn Eﬁazzﬁsw
to the buge snm of 1T88,000,

Owmner-Uperators wm% Belvasg,

What this payment of nearly
.,eoo 000 i1 royalties to that sin-
:state meant to the hard coal
ﬁmEm public i hard 1o estimate,
Aunthoritiesagree that the-public
in ity turn paid many times that
amownt, The federal coal com-
mission reeently explainsd the
situation thus:

““As the Girard coal lands are
in the Sehuylkill region, where
mining costs are wnwm:qlﬁ Eiw
and the percentage of domestic
glzes relatively low, they are in-
trinsically less wvaluable than the
lands in some other parts of the

region. The high rovaliles of the
Girard E?za therefore ggest
the profit that inures to the more
fortunate operating companies
simply in their eapacity as land
owners,”’

What the kind-hearted commis-
slon Is frying to say in this way
evidently s that some of the hig
hard eoal companies whick own
the lands they mine are able 4o

keep ag extra profits the millions

they would have fo pay out i

royaliies tf they had to lease their
coal lands as do operators who
mine the Girard coal landg,
ML@@, High as 20 Per Usob.
bout a third of the ouipni of
mw& coal 18 mipéd Ifrom  land
cascd by the operators who pay

,w"

et s

0 ey fo owners of this
1a; Thess rovaltics vange s
low ax 12 cents a ton, @wmw g0 Az
high as 26 per cent of the price at
which the coal mined i= sold hy

4

the operator £ 0. b, at the ming,

GETTING RESULTS BY
SOUND — AND ODOR

..H,m»w ,m.@
i sales
mﬂxﬁz
:Mmm also believes
wirltes ,ﬁw ton Hall of vum:
York ““ithat 1t wounld yelieve the
skunk from mueh of the ca:mﬁ if
wo ealled 17 the Udorable”’

tax plan wa

ditare tax.’”’

2 on every ton.
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