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are of abiding bensfit tg tha dbyrwsaei classas Tor whon they are . P . L 91;21
intendaed. ot are the goverummonts of the undsr developed
torritorics doing to help thomselves T Very little, by all nccounts.
Tinkering with the rooit-evil of rock ront landlordism by compul—
sory purcimsse and plecemeal redistribution of land only helps the
fow at the expense of fthe many. Iutunlly Tuinous tariff ba ttics,
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preventing the free flow of vital goods between country and country, @8 : : —— :
add to the general impoverishuont. The colloction for public {WITH SOME TELLING POINTS)
rovenue of the increased land s arising ; ni tavei— ’ '
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It is the 2im of & recsuily ecrcated organisation "The
wr on Hant® to bring about & hugs developmont of these
backward arsas of the world as a mcans of pubting an ond
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to bhis poverty. The leaders of "War On Want® ars of ths
opinion that this dovelopment is only possible if the
industrinliscd nations are willing itc pour inte these zreas

o colossal strceam of copital cguipmoent and techuical advieco.
Thoyestimate the minlmdm anmual cost, st present price
i 8, te bs roughly GO m11110n dollars.
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Apply to The sponsors of ta:s ccampalzn mast be given credit for
Socind 'zood intentions; they soo misory, dogradsoition and squalor
around thom and ors t¢ do somsthing about it. But
156,000 nmiliion dolila 1ot of money in any lﬁnéa 10y
and sincs we are bol god fo feod some poard of the bill
. i ' sxponditure on such.a seale will,
Xenva Today result. Industriziisation,
MThe wrab] P e _ _ o ~ GH“iquﬂs ean be had for the
he problen of overerowding zmeng the Kikuyuhas set brother againsh

r in Mtigation over small plots of land....Overcrowding in

1kawu Iand hes begun to wndermine the traditional peasant socieoty,
The tribesren have been forced into towms, and 250,000 have bsen drawm
into the vhite highlands as workers on 3,000 WPTEO farng. - The
tlers adnit they eould not carry on Wlthﬁﬁb Kikuya labour, and
this dependonce is an importent factor in the conflict®,
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families be enabled to live as abundantly in the Bursult of happi-

ness ag they now endure the sxiremities of hopelessness snd despair?

In short, will common living sitandards be raised ? The staflf

soefficers of "War On Want® say, Yes. IT they are right we are being

offered 2 bargain basement millennium and should snap it up while
we have the chance. But experience, which is really the only
thing we have to work on, says, No. Let us go into the matter
a 1lititle further.

Very little investigation is necded to msoke dopressingly

clear the fact that nowhsre has the spending of lorge sums of money

of itself succesded porpanently in improving the common lot. The
ason Wiy, is not hard to undsrstandy ability and willirngness o
?-work in themsclvss produce nothing. Mens® strength and mental
faculties must be exerted upon land before food can he grown and
the nscessities of life be created. All men live by and on the
land, direcily or indirsctly. Life withoot land is an inpossiblae
contradiction. Horeover,; man has the natural right to consume,
- gxchange or dispose of as hs pleases all that he himself pro-
duces. 411l this is elomentary and would hardly be werth mentione
ing were 1% not that many guite intelligent psople seem unable o
rasp 1ts full significance.

The extent to which man is able to enjoy the smenitics of
material civilisation depends directly on how far he may exer—
clse his right to consume fthe product of his:own toil. Where
dand is privately owned this right becomes z dsad letter. In
wsuch clroumstamess the landowner is enpowered to inposc whatewer
terms he may choese. for peraittimg work t¢ be done at all. The
tenant is. powerless: to resist his landlord's denandss his only

native is eviction and starvation. It is easy to sse why

icf schenes of the "¥ar On Want" pattern cannot effectively
tqosm wio are nost in need unless the basis of society is
stically altered. Vithout this being done all benefits must
mu,ﬁ 1y b2 dz2ken tc s”ﬁll the already fabulous wealih of the
ndowning class.

The mechanics of the thing are sinple cnoughs an Indian

peasant, producing wheat to the value of (say) BO rupees and

paying a rent of 50 rupces, is given technical sssisiance and
works hard to incrense his output to a value of Re.180. 4
clear case of rsward for enterprisc and initiative ? Hct at
alla ﬁ?ong comes the iandlord's agent and tells the tenmnt
thint owing to the high cost of living his_employer finds it .
_npeoessary to raise his rent by Rs.100. The 4enant finds this
incredibls and doubtless remonsiraites with some heat, but all -
protest is ussless, he nust pay. He has no cholce. His
family must be. fed and housed, however badly, 2nd so he finds
bimself werking twice as hard for the same slender return.
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n view of this 1% is hardly surpiising that efficient husbandry
not a prominent feature of rural Indis. ;

Again, a factory increases its output by a value of Rs.5,000
More pay for the workers ? HNo; sipply so much more Tor the
landlord. %he factory hand has no means of enforcing a claim for
highor wages. He iz another victim of & system in which res— j
trictions on the use of land crsate, artificially, a vast pocl of,
surplus labourers who must compete among themselves for a limited
number of jobs and tenancies, driving rents up and wages downe.
Unemployed man is a symptom of unemployed land. That the _
Rs.5,000 in the above illustraticn appears in the company's books
as ‘profit’ and not ‘'reont' merely obscures its real nature,
since, in effect, it corresponds %o the BRs.l00 extracted from
the peasant in the previous ezxample.

Ari +this is not just airy theecry, it is hard fact, proved
by experience in every couniry whers industrial development has
takon place. In the past hundfed years enormous capital projects.
have been carried out in Inlia ~ railways, irrigation, buildings °
and so on - yet today, poverty is as widespread as ever znd the
rich ares richer than before.

But the land monopoly is not a peculiarly oriecntal vice.

On the contrary, its damaging offects can be observed in any
western country. Beiween wars, in &merica? the govermsent spon—
sored Tennessee Valley Authority condructed great water-control
and irrigation plants. Fearby famland values rocketed. Owners
became wealthy men. Tenants were hardly benefitel; their rents
rose scrnetimes to as much as twenty and thirity times the previ-
ous jevel. The publiec, who might at least have expected some
slight reduction in the price of their food, got nothing, aparid
from & few picture postcards - and the blll. Bearer home, in
Buckinghamshire land with 2 rating assessment of £1,222 was
boubht by the govermment at a cost of £109,000, as part of a
‘green belt' plan. EBvidently, if £1,222 was the frue value of
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- the land, then the government was grosely ovewcharged for ide

purchase. If, on the other hanl, its sale price was the corrcck
Tigure then the owners hal for yoars past been excused their
Tull secntribution tc the county's revenue for nc sanely account-—
able reason. Fither way, the commnity suffsred a fremendous
loss. ipother area, schedulel for development as an atomic
sesrch centre, was bought by 2 speculator for £44,000 and rée-

‘sold. for £120,000. BExamples like these could be multiplied

indefinitely, displaying a2 form of extortion which is not only
pernitied, but facilitated, by our sbsurdly zrchaic sttitude
to land.

The real problem confronting the "War On Want" company is
not one of raising monsy, but of ensuring that the funds applicd




