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HENRY GEORGE SCHOOL of NEW JHERSREY Imsue #2212 NOVEMBER 1977
TOM PAINE SAID
"Men did not meke the earth. - It is the value of the improvements only, not
THE BARTH TISELF, THAT IS INDIVIDUALLY FPROPERTY. Bvery proprietor owes 1o

the community a ground rent for the land which he holds.™ PROGRESS

WATCH FOR 3T1 A _BIG ORDBR TO FILL
Rducational Television stations Recently the Henry Geoxge School of
around  the U.%. will run & historic New Jersey received from a former
drams  series about New York - with student a request substantially as
program November 10th to  feature the followss Please send me a Llist of
1886 mayoralty election and will ine towns or cities that have used Land
clude Henry Gesrga. Value Taxation and the resulis. Also
- e e ww w please send me an assoriment of lead-
While it is necessary to understand lets or pamphiets on Land Value Taxs-
and  eaplaln  fallacles, thatfs  less tion. Enclose hill for matérial and

than half the problem, Finding the T owill send check.?
vight is the kevy to salvation, for the .

wrong can be displaced only by the While we want to be helpful we have
riobt. PIt dis," as Burke wrote, Mot requested our friend to inform us the
only our duty to make the right known specific purpose he hkas in mind so we
but to make it prevalent.? L. Head may be better able to reply.

PUBLIC SCHOCL S

tHigh civilization and scholastie ewcsllence flourished long nefore the ad-
vent of government schooling. The education of Classical CGreace was largely
private. Goveroment was not rvesponsible for the rise of the great medieval
universities. State aid did mot ignite the flames of Renalssance genius noy
stimulate the scientific revoluiion of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.
Plato, Aristotle, Aduinas, Bacen, MNewton, Locke, and the great majority of the
smerican Founding Fathers seemed to gel by reasonably well without the meneflts
of  government schooling. 8Bven now, none of the seventeen most competitive
colleges and universities in the United States are government ingtitutions.”

Robert Bmmet Moffit - NEW GUARD July/August 1977

T

ADDRESS Mw@mmﬁ.mm REQUESTED
N
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Many followers of Henyy George
are disappointed with the slow proe
gress his philosophy seems to be make
ing. They wonder why so much time
and ﬁammfw is spent on the Henry Ge0-
rge Schocls attempiing to educate the

soecalied common man, the housewife,
“ehe little man'. In their opindion,

increasing efforts whould be made sal-
ST oL
to besy on politiciang  to adopt some

variation of site wvalue taxation.This

usually means a gradusl shift, de-
oressing the taxation on lmprovemsnts
and  dincreasing  the tawxation on the

value of the land.

To begin with, the principal pur-
pose of gducation in the view of many
is to change public opinlon from a

tyrannical viewpoint to one predicate
ad  on  free principles. It may be
surprising to be told that public op

infon tends to be tvrannic mw Dut une
fortunately such is the case. Public

epinion tends to be blased ong way or
the other and usually with consider-

able vehenmence, although not ordinare
wMﬁ dignlayed. That ls why the prace

ical pelitician tries to learn what
most people are thinking amd  then
Tushes to the head of the crowd as
thelr leader, all the time waiching

which way the
In wartime the
publilc eopinion may come to the sure
face, sometinmes in ludicrous ways,.but
only too often in a tragic nanner.
Because we were af war with Germany
in WW I, no one dared to sell  sauere
kraut., Instesd, they sold iberty
cabbage'. Those of German sxtraction
were viewed with ﬁﬁmwywms ared hardly
dared veice theilr opinions on  any

crowd may bé
tyrannical

TUTIANGg .
nature of

8

subijec In WW 11, the w:%;ﬁﬁﬁmswﬁﬁw%
icans evenm though they were cifizens
were treated as enemies. In Califor-
nia, they were uprooted from thelr
homes and  farms, and placed in cone-
caentration camps for the duration of

the war.

S0, the sad fact is that public op=
irion tends to be ﬁwWWﬁxwaga and one
of the main objects of all educatio
is to try to dnculcate  telerance and
a belief in the principles of freedon.

Since Georgism iz the ﬁwgwngﬁwﬁ el
freedon, .par lucellence, it is  only
natural that Georgilsts should educate
and since memories are wﬁawﬁw aned new
generstions are alwavs arising, educas-

tion is a continuing process.

But is not merely to develop pube
Lig ion favoring freedom that ed-

ucation is necessary. It has  its
practical elements To the greatest
extant possible, wmmma WO ArE COos

sidered opinion~makers, as

jouinalizts, writevs, edocators, mine
isters, and civic-minded inddvidusls
are pecple Geoorgists should attempt
to educate. But it is egually, i not

ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁwwmﬁ@w 2 m Gwmwm

itical lines, bringing pressure

Nawv. mw&ﬁ =

kaﬁz
Moy € pvaMwwyaw tTo @mrqmﬁm vSﬂ Etele
cnlled massman. He is the dndividual

nresumed to be too ﬁzmw too indiffer=

ent to do much of his own thinking,and
too often willing to take the opinions

af others. Whether or not 1t is true
that the massman is quite as simple-nine-
ded and dull ss the so-calle
uals, whether of the left or right,be-
ligve, is a guestion. But he does have
views however he may have obtained them.

Even the opinion-molders have to take
them inte consideration when they at-
tempt to change opinion. That s why
editorials are often couched 80 cares-
fuilly. Most newspapers were in favor
of the landing of the needle-nosed

Concorde 557 at Kennedy Alrport POy
sver, public-opinion, particulazly by
people in the alrport area were vioe
lently opposed. For thils rezason the

aditorials were models of the axt of
gently nugoing people -along a different

math.

1f there is such a person, as & Nass-
man, he may be considered o be the
mmamﬁ& into which the sesds of change
are to ba planted. The opinion-mold-
wrs  are the sseds, but  the ground
muist he well fertilized if the seeds
are to sprout. This fertilization is
the sducation which the homemaker, the
retired plupber, the young and the old
receive. LY the ground is barren, no
matter how fine the seeds may be, the
product, if there is even one, will be
zad indeed.

put education on the part of
Georgists of Henry Gmmgs@wm H 1iilosophy
is particularly dmportant mww it omay
well be that site value taxation will
gradualily be adopied. The devastated
areas in oitdles as the South Bronx in
Mew York is bringing about a recogni-
tion that untaxing of improvensnts is
s must if serious attempis fo rebuild
those argas are o be made. Increass

Ea 2

ingly variations of site value taxas
tion are being uxgsed by people with

littie or no knowledos of PROCGRESS AND

POVBRTY. Theviye Just using thelr
COmMmMOn Sense.
But therein lies the danger, and

consgtitutes one of the most important

reasons L0y increased educational ef-
forts on the part of Georgists. The
danger is that Ceorge philosophy

will be equated with site value taxa-
tion, as tho it were that and nothing
WOTe.

Bat this whole
into wwm arda of
an expedient.

venture by Gao¥xg
taration was %mwmwx

Wome, including ﬁvwm %wwwmww haliave
it was a cavdinal error. It tended to
divert attention %w&ﬁ his philosophy
to tax reform. It probably would bLeen
better to have let others suggest site
valus taxation as an expedient to that

George's philosophy was not so intime

ately tied up with it.

d dntellects
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